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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF THE DEVELOPMENT )
OF ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL )
LITIGATION FOR RESOLVING LEGAL ADKT: 126 o e e e
DISPUTES E‘ i L E D
oCT 01 1998
RECOMMENDATION AND REPORT AR ML BLOOM

PURSUANT TO ORDER OF REFERRAL CLER UPEEME COWYAT
RE: BENJAMIN ZVENIA BY K s dng

The State Bar of Nevada agrees with this Honorable Court that Benjamin Zvenia is not qualified
to be listed as an arbitrator in the State of Nevada.

Pursuant to this Court’s Order of September 2, 1998, the State Bar did conduct an vestigation
into Mr. Zvenia’s qualifications and past record. The following is apparent.

In its Order of referral to the State Bar of Nevada, this Court noted that it dismissed an appeal
by Zvenia from a judgment of conviction of one count of practicing medicine without a license. In its
Ordér dismissing the appeal, this Court noted that Appellant, who claims to be a naturopathic physician,
engaged in conduct defined as the practice of medicine and, consequently, was sentenced to a six year
prison term and ordered to pay a fine. Because it is evident that Mr. Zvenia has a prior conviction, the
State Bar conducted some inquiry into his past criminal record and was able to obtain a listing of various
offenses which evidently Mr. Zvenia has been charged with or convicted of. Exhibit 1.

The State Bar is aware of a situation which occurred in Immigration Court earlier this year
wherein Mr. Zvenia made application to the Court to practice therein. Mr. Zvenia’s letter to the
Hondrable Judge Mullins is included herein. Exhibit 2.

It is apparent from Mr. .Zvenia’s letter to Judge Mullins that the basis upon which he made
application to practice in Immigration Court was his alleged licensure as an attorney by the Supreme

Court of the Federated States of Micronesia. However, the Chief Clerk of Court of the Supreme Court
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of the Federated States of Micronesia indicated at approximately the same relevant time period, that Mr.
Zvenia was not a member of the Bar of the Federated States of Micronesia. Exhibit 3.

Based upon the fact that Mr. Zvenia has been convicted of practicing mediciﬁe without a license,
it is apparent to the State Bar that there is an issue concerning the truthfulness surrounding any
professional status or professional degree that Mr. Zvenia may claim he possesses. In addition, as is
apparent above, in this same vain evidently Mr. Zvenia has claimed to be a member of a foreign bar of
which he is not. Based upon these concerns, the State Bar believes there is reason to question the
legitimacy of Mr. Zvenia's representations of holding of advanced degrees or professional status. In
addition to the above, of relevant note, Mr. Zvenia has represented that he is a PH.D. as is evident by
the labeling of his name followed by the designation “PH.D.” on a check written to the State Bar of
Nevada on or about December 5, 1997 as payment prior to his attendance at the Arbitration Training
Program. Exhibit 4. In addition, Mr. Zvenia has indicated he is a law graduate in paperwork submitted
to the State Bar which accompanied his request to participate in Arbitration Training. Exhibit 5.

Based upon the above, the State Bar believes it is fair to inquire with a curious eye as to whether
Mr. Zvenia in fact holds a PH.D. or similar advanced degree, or is in fact a law graduate.

As spelled out in the Affidavit of Rob W. Bare, Bar Counsel, on September 23, 1998, at
approximately 2:50 p.m., Bar Counsel had a personal conversation with Benjamin Zvehia, which followed
Bar Counsel’s phone call to him. Exhibit 6. Bar Counsel asked him if he was a law school graduate and
he said that he was and he had graduated from a law school that is recognized by the California Bar. He
stated it is in Burbank, California known as Kensington College School of Law.

Bar Counsel asked him about his purported status as to holding a PH.D., he indicated that he
graduated and received a PH.D. from a school in Puerto Rico. Bar Counsel asked that he forward to the
Bar by September 25, 1998, the paperwork evidencing that. He indicated he would, as he was “just
across the street and he would run it right over.”

On September 28, 1998, Office of Bar Counsel contacted Kensington University, College of Law,
located in Glendale, California. The office of Bar Counsel spoke with Norma Machulla, Law School

Administrator, and she informed that there is no record of a Benjamin Zvenia graduating from their
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school. She also stated that Mr. Zvenia did submit his application to their University in June, 1994 and
he never completed enroliment.

Further, as of the filing of the instant Recommendation and Report, no documents concerning Mr.
Zvenia’s “PH.D.” or any other documents have been received by the Office of Bar Counsel.

Based upon the above, the State Bar agrees that Benjamin Zvenia is not qualified to be listed as
an Arbitrator in the State of Nevada. This is because there appears to be serious questions as to his
character for honesty and truthfulness concerning his professional background and/or status.

DATED this #77%_ day of September, 1998.

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

ROB W. BARE, Bar Counsel
Nevada Bar No. 4914

600 E. Charleston Blvd,

Las Vegas, NV 89104

(702) 382-2200
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s, ZVENM & ASSOCIAEES
Assm

f & Professio
Wl Passo, RBenjewrin Zvenia, Ew
Wmimm o emter Fodiored Sises fsorepece Ser)
rincipes ROT MegistaTed Bar,

601 E. Charleston Bivd. & eAtmeader] 14ISFWM&&B
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104
Tdepboue: (702) 384-6991 qui':m 02; 7‘.51-8309

Fax: (m) 3849329 as: (702) 751-3686

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL
March 24, 15998

'IheHonorable!ndgeMulﬁns
EOIR. - Immigration Court
3365 Pepper Lave

Las Vegas, NV 89120

Re. Bar admissions of Ben Zvenia and of Passo, Zveria & Associates
Dear Judge Mulins:

Enclusedp!ease‘ find documentation which should allay any concerns on your part, the INS apd

DOJ concerning my mty £ormal admission last November 1957 to the Bar of the Federated States
ome‘nnm(Whmh,asyauknow is part of the 9th Cirenit Court of Appeals of the Uniited
States of America). This documentation includes (1) ence from Salomon Saiteon,
name partner and Trial Counselor of the Law Offices of i and Saimon. (Inc!dmliy.
thnﬁmwthclmgmmdmmmhwﬁmuﬂwfe&mwdmmM)
(Z)thehomepagenfthewebmofthaLWOEoeaofHotﬁmakeaudSmmfmUkLns
‘ttp:/forerw fivhollinrake). This Internet infarmation is provided 2s adequate background
material 10 confirm our belief for the authenticity of my Bar Adrrission there.

Rick Passo, andImd:medtoymustaﬁ‘audastmomﬂymdxmedtoyw
agmredaa:edSmmomenmml?homahmdnﬂangasm I wis able to

personaily the office this but Mr. Szimon and the office associates were either
ueduporm:toftheoﬂice. As§ in the aforementioned documentation, my bar hicense
hngsmhmoﬁmianm?ohpﬂ,m&emedmﬁMmm As spon as is
hpumanly possible, a copy will be seat to you to be in your files. In the futetim, 25, was 2lso
detailed 1o your staff, if there is truly a problem, [ be covered by my admission to the
Duckwater Shoshone Tribal Court (Bar No, 6009) and the Inter-Tribal Court of Appeals of
Nevada, which are Courts of Fedaral Jurisdiction (documentation of these admissions is also
enddosed). Furthermore, my partner Rick Passo is 2 member of the State Bar of Celiforria, the
%CmCmmquppealsmdtheUnmdSmDmnﬁsComfmﬂowLEmand
Southern Districts of California. If necegsary, a8 I discussed with you yesterday, Rick is willing to
snpwseallmymrgauonﬁl&s,unﬂm&mmsmmeMJmmsﬁedmmwaMS

Additjonally, umm&u@dmmeﬂmmsmmsmmofﬁeuw
Offices of Hollinrake smd Sgimon, Mr. Saimon intends to be in the Las Vegas area *somerime in
Iatehdarchareaﬂygnillmwdevdop[om Las Vegas Office as a correspondent office for
[the Law Offices of Hollirrake and Saimon].” IammﬂmSalomnnwuu!dbelmppytomm
vmhyaua:thathmeshouldyoumnmqmre further clavification or the legitimacy of the

ongoing, anddevelopmgrdanonﬂupbetweenthelm'ges:iawﬁnnmtheﬁdmﬂ States of
Micronesia and Passo, Zverna & Associates.

MﬂR—24-1998 15=IE , Qg
89-21-98 23:17 RECEIVED FROM:
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Lar. 8o Judge Mnflns

Bef Passo, Zvenia & Asso,

Dl 32458 B
Page2

T trust that you share the concerns of both Rick and I that ray professicns} ; jon ~ and that
of Passo, Zvenia & Associates ~ not be tarnished by what is at most a clexical error. Both Rick
andlhdhnndchuﬁm:kmﬁbthehﬁwancumumofpnﬂhmhmmbﬂh&sasaﬁmnugﬁ X trust
that you bave always found that my i conduct has always been of the highest

order and that my zeslous 2diocacy for all of my immigration clients has always been
beyond reproach. Please rest assured that both Rick and I will endeavor to do whatever you
require to address your concerns. All we ask is for the professional courtesy of baving adequate
tune to gather auy firiher informarion that might be required — especialiy given the geographic
separation between Las Vegas and the Federated States of Micronesia.

. The bottom iine for me, for Rick and for Paszo, Zvenia & Associates always bas been and slways
will be what is best for our dients and what is best for the professional ethical standards
whick we bold dearly. ‘With that as our sole goal, Rick and I request your advice on bow to
best handle the multiple cases that Passo, Zveniz & Associates have on calendar for Thursday,
March 26, 1998. If necessary, Rick is willing to step in for me a1 that time, However, smcé I am
most fariliar with immigratioa law and with these parfi cases, that vrould not necessarily be
the best for these clients. (Plus, this would require Rick to clear an entire day's calendar of chients
which has long been set in order to accammodare this request. However, Rick would be happy to
do so at some persanal aud chent expense, if absohvtely necessary.)

Please call with respect to guidance for Thursday's calendar.
Very truly yours, |

encl
-material from ESM
-mraterzal from Tribal Courts

89-91-98 "7 2317 RECEIVED FROM: FP-84
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SUPRELE COURTY
of the
YEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
Richayd B Ponsen Addes L. Agareieh Maros 0. Yious
Aerritant Jonthos Chia¥ Jyiss Antniete Tonihts
' Yab WTATE
CHUUK STETS EDRRAX BYATE 1 rowiPE SYATE inl
° st e = Yy
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- Eexch 18, 1998
Me. Jeess Btovall
srecial Covmsal
75X Exlmsvy
1728 ¥. SrTast, M. ¥.
Weehinston D, ¢. 30013
wvax: (202} 222-4391-
Desxr Er, Stuvall:

Greatings izm:balim. T have ravieved the rol) of attornays
curtiried to practice lme bafurs the Suprae Court of the Padarated
Statas of Ricronesia, and that Nr. Benjsmin Ivenip im hot & nagber
aof thas PAEM Mxr.

' Sinceyely,
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ARBITRATiDN TRAINING J&K -

Please photocopy this page before you mail it te us, and keep it for your records.
MNa confirmations will be sent, unless requested below,

Please sign the following:

| have practiced my profession for eight .years or more. Please sign on the line below.
BT U de o s ondinde

Heasé{hec?ﬁmﬂon where you will actend:

Q Reno » Thursday, December 4, 1997 » The National Judicial College

Q Las Vegas * Friday, December 5, 1997 » CCSN High Desert Conference Center

Nevada Bar Card Number
- \ Y .
Name E(\ \IOLM-'U N ¢ latu s

VYvhere do you work!

nddress 1G] % fro V‘f-i& 7J

City/State/ZIP (‘D Gl i 9548
TeppodR NSV NSOD xS/ K64

E-mail _Z/’Zt/‘?m’a ), Ad/fdﬂ’?

NOTE:Add@e Fee to the prices below if paying after Tuesday, December 2, 1997,

All registrants receive a complete set of written materials,

@23 tuition.

150 ewition for those who have to travel over 100 miles round trip to attend.

Q3 Check here if you would like to be faxed a conformation.
@otaﬁ:}lc}sed Please make checks payable to: State Bar of Nevada
Paying by plastic!

Please indicate the type of card: 0 Visa 0 MasterCard ) American Express

Account Number Expiration

Date

Name as it appears on card

Signature

Mail co:
Arbitration CLE- State Bar of Nevada
600 E. Charleston
Las Yegas, Nevada 89104
Q1 am also licensed in California and wish to apply this seminar toward the MCLE

requirements of the State Bar of California,

Course #5138 Course Level: Intermediatdg
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF NEVADA
88!
COUNTY OF CLARK )

ROB W. BARE, under penalty of perjury, being first duly sworn, deposes and says
as follows;

1. That your Affiant is a licensed attorney in Nevada and currently employed as Bar
Counsel for the State Bar of Nevada.

2. That on September 23, 1998, | personally contacted Benjamin Zvenia, by
telephone, to determine what law school he had graduated from and where he received his
PH.D.

3. That during the telephone conversation, Benjamin Zvenia stated he was a
graduate from a law school recognized by the California Bar. According to Mr. Zvenia, the law
school is located in Burbank, California and is known as Kensington University, College of
Law. Mr. Zvenia also indicated that he graduated and received a PH.D. from a school in
Puerto Rico.

4, That | requested Mr. Zvenia provide to me by September 25, 1998 the
paperwork evidencing the same. Mr. Zvenia indicated he would, as he was “just across the
street and he would run it right over.”

5. That on September 28, 1998, the office of Bar Counsei contacted Kensington
University, College of Law located in Glendale, California. The Law School Administrator,
Norma Machulla stated that there was no record of a Benjamin Zvenia graduating from their
school. She also stated that Mr. Zvenia did submit an application to the University in June,
1994 and he never completed enroliment. |
111
1
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6. As of the date of filing of the instant Recommendation and Repart, no documents
concerning Mr. Zvenia's “PH.D.” or any other documents have been received by the Office of
Bar Counsel from Mr. Zvenia,

Further affiant sayeth naught.

DATED this ﬁ day of September, 1998.

ROB W. BARE

Subscribed to and sworn befare me

this Qﬁ ff day of September, 1998,

NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF NEVADA
Counté
JANICE BUSTRIA
Appt. No. 92-19556-1

" -"' %

Ay Appointment Expires Aug. 27, 2000
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I, hereby certify that on the X day of September, 1998, the foregoing
RECOMMENDATION AND REPORT PURSUANT TO ORDER OF REFERRAL RE:
BENJAMIN ZVENIA was served on the below party by mailing a copy thereof, first class mail,
postage prepaid, to:

Benjamin Zvenia

601 E. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Dies 5. A otive

CE E. BUSTRIA, an employee
of the State Bar of Nevada
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REPLY TO [ RENC DX LAS VEGAS

September 30, 1998

Ms. Janette Bloom

Clerk of the Supreme Court
201 S. Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89710

?‘ECEI!Ig _
OCT 01 1998

CLERK OF SLPRIME COURT
w, By ~
. DEPUTY CLEAK

RE: Recommendation and Report Pursuant to Order of Referral:
Re: Benjamin Zvenia
ADKT: 126

Dear Ms. Bloom:

Enclosed are an original and three copies of the RECOMMENDATION AND
REPORT PURSUANT TO ORDER OF REFERRAL RE: BENJAMIN ZVENIA for filing
in this matter. Please file stamp our copy and return it to me in the self-addressed, stamped
envelope I have provided for your convenience.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,
anice E, Bustria

Assistant, Ethics Department

Enclosures

-382- 702-385-2878
600 East Charleston Boulevard  Las Vegas, Nevada 89104 702-382-2200  Fax
1325 Airmotive Way, Suite 140 Reno, Nevada 89502 702-329-4100 Fax 702-329-0522



