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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2008 

* * * * * * * 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, 

having been first duly sworn to faithfully 

and accurately transcribe the following 

proceedings to the best of her ability. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Good afternoon ladies and 

gentlemen. Good morning I guess it is. My name is Marc 

DiGiacomo. I'm a deputy district attorney here in Clark 

5 

County and I'm here to present a case which has been 

stylized in Grand Jury Exhibit Number 1 as State of Nevada 

versus Luis Hidalgo, Jr., aka Luis Alonso Hidalgo, with an 

ID number of 1579522. That particular Indictment has Grand 

Jury case number 07AGJ101X. In this Indictment it alleges 

that on or about the 19th day of May in 2005 the defendant 

committed the crimes of conspiracy to commit murder, as 

well as murder with use of a deadly weapon, on a Timothy 

Jay Hadland. There is a number of other co-conspirators 

which are listed in the Indictment to include Deangelo 

Carroll, Luis Hidalgo, III, Anabel Espindola, Kenneth 

Counts and Jayson Taoipu. 

I've had marked as Grand Jury Exhibit 

Number 2 a list of instructions as they relate to the 
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elements of the crime of conspiracy to commit murder as 

well as murder with use of a deadly weapon. You'll have 

those for your deliberation, but for purposes of the record 

I wish to read them to you now. 

Murder is the unlawful killing of a 

human being, with malice aforethought, either express or 

implied. The unlawful killing may be effected by any of 

the various means by which death may be occasioned. 

Malice aforethought means the 

intentional doing of a wrongful act without legal cause or 

excuse or what the law considers adequate provocation. The 

condition of mind described as malice aforethought may 

arise, from anger, hatred, revenge, or from particular ill 

will, spite or grudge toward the person killed. It may 

also arise from any unjustifiable or unlawful motive or 

purpose to injure another, proceeding from a heart fatally 

bent on mischief or with reckless disregard of consequences 

and social duty. Malice aforethought does not imply 

deliberation or the lapse of any considerable time between 

the malicious intention to injure another and the actual 

execution of the intent but denotes an unlawful purpose and 

design as opposed to accident and mischance. 

Express malice is that deliberate 

intention unlawfully to take away the life of a fellow 

creature, which is manifested by external circumstances 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 
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capable of proof. 

Malice may be implied when no 

considerable provocation appears, or when all the 

circumstances of the killing show an abandoned and 

malignant heart. 

7 

A conspiracy is an agreement between two 

or more persons for an lawful purpose. To be guilty of 

conspiracy, a defendant must intend to commit, or to aid in 

the commission of, the specific crime agreed to. The crime 

is the agreement to do something unlawful; it does not 

matter whether it was successful or not. 

A person who knowingly does any act to 

further the object of a conspiracy, or otherwise 

participates therein, is criminally liable as a 

conspirator. However, mere knowledge or approval of, or 

acqueiscence in, the object and purpose of a conspiracy 

without an agreement to cooperate in achieving such object 

or purpose does not make one a party to conspiracy. 

Conspiracy is seldom susceptible of direct proof and is 

usually established by inference from the conduct of the 

parties. In particular, a conspiracy may be supported by a 

coordinated series of acts, in furtherance of the 

underlying offense, sufficient to infer the existence of an 

agreement. 

A conspiracy to commit a crime does not 
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3 

1 end upon the completion of the crime. The conspiracy 

2 continues until the co-conspirators have successfully 

3 gotten away and concealed the crime. 

4 Once a person joins a conspiracy, that 

5 person remains a member until he withdraws from it. A 

6 person can withdraw from a conspiracy by taking some 

8 

7 positive action which disavowed or defeated the purpose of 

8 the conspiracy. It is not enough if the evidence shows 

9 that the defendant merely ceased his own activities in 

10 furtherance of the conspiracy. 

11 The State has the burden of proving 

12 beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant did not 

13 withdraw from the conspiracy. 

14 It is not necessary in proving a 

15 conspiracy to show a meeting of the alleged conspirators or 

16 the making of an express or formal agreement. The 

17 formation and existence of a conspiracy may be inferred 

18 from all circumstances tending to show the common intent 

19 and may be proved in the same wayan any othe fact may be 

20 proved, either by direct testimony of the fact or by 

21 circumstantial evidence, or both direct and circumstantial 

22 evidence. 

23 Each member of a criminal conspiracy is 

24 liable for each act and bound by each declaration of every 

25 other member of the conspiracy if the act or declaration is 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00585



3 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

9 

in furtherance of the object of the conspiracy. 

The act of one conspirator pursuant to 

or in furtherance of the common design of the conspiracy is 

the act of all conspirators. Every conspirator is legally 

responsible for an act of a co-conspirator that follows as 

one of the probable and natural consequences of the object 

of the conspiracy so long as it was intended as part of the 

original plan, even if he was not present at the time of 

the commission of such act. 

Where two or more persons are accused of 

committing a crime together, their guilt may be established 

without proof that each personally did every act 

constituting the offense charged. 

All persons concerned in the commission 

of a crime who either directly and actively commit the act 

constituting the offense or who knowingly and with criminal 

intent aid and abet in its commission or, whether present 

or not, who advise and encourage its commission, with the 

intent the the crime be committed, are regarded by the law 

as principals in the crime thus committed and are equally 

guilty thereof. 

A person aids and abets the commission 

of a crime if he knowingly and with criminal intent aids, 

promotes, encourages or instigates by act or advice, by by 

act and advice, the commission of such crime with the 
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intention that the crime be committed. 

The State is not required to prove 

precisely which defendant actually committed the crime and 

which defendant aided and abetted. 

Whenever there is slight evidence that a 

conspiracy existed, and that the defendant was one of the 

members of the conspiracy, then the statements and the acts 

by any person likewise a member may be considered by the 

jury as evidence in the case as to the defendant found to 

have been a member, even though the statements and acts may 

have occurred in the absence and without the knowledge of 

the defendant, provided such statements and acts were 

knowingly made and done during the continuance of such 

conspiracy, and in furtherance of some object or purpose of 

the conspiracy. 

This holds true, even if the statement 

was made by the co-conspirator prior to the time the 

defendant entered the conspiracy, so long as the 

co-conspirator was a member of the conspiracy at the time. 

The statements of Deangelo Carroll after 

he was withdrawn from the conspiracy were not offered. And 

may be not be considered by you, for the truth of the 

matter asserted. They were only offered as to the context 

to the other individuals who are speaking. 

The conviction shall not be had on the 
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testimony of an accomplice unless she is corroborated by 

other evidence which in itself, and without the aid of the 

testimony of the accomplice, tends to connect the defendant 

with the commission of the offense; and the corroboration 

shall not be sufficient if it merely shows the commission 

of the offense or the circumstances thereof. 

An accomplice is hereby defined as one 

who is liable for prosecution, for the identical offense 

charged against the defendant on trial in the cause in 

which the testimony of the accomplice is given. 

This rule applies too for probable cause 

purposes. 

The determination of whether someone is 

an accomplice is left to the jury to decide, unless the 

witness' own statement leaves no doubt that he is subject 

to prosecution for the charged crime. Anabel Espindola is 

an accomplice as a matter of law. 

Those are the instructions as they 

relate to the elements in the law stylized in the proposed 

Indictment. If the jury has no questions we'll call our 

first witness. 

THE FOREPERSON: There are no questions. 

Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony 

you are about to give upon the investigation now pending 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 
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before this Grand Jury shall be the truth, the whole truth, 

and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

MR. ZONE: I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please be seated 

You are advised that you are here today 

to give testimony in the investigation pertaining to the 

offenses of conspiracy to commit murder and murder with use 

of a deadly weapon involving Luis Hidalgo, Jr. 

Do you understand this advisement? 

MR. ZONE: Yes. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please state your first and 

last name and spell both for the record. 

MR. ZONE: Rontae Zone. R-o-n-t-a-e, last 

name Zone, Z-o-n-e. 

RONTAE ZONE, 

having been first duly sworn by the Foreperson of the Grand 

Jury to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Good morning Mr. Zone. 

A How are you doing? 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 
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1 Q I want to direct your attention back to May of 

2 2005. Who were you living with? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

I was living with Deangelo. 

And is that Deangelo Carroll? 

Yes, sir. 

Who else was living at the house at that time? 

Me, his wife and my baby's mother and his son. 

At the time did you have a son and was your 

9 baby's mother pregnant? 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

She was pregnant. 

Did there come a point in time when you began 

12 working with Deangelo Carroll? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Where was Deangelo working? 

He was working for the Palomino. 

The Palomino Club? 

Yes. 

The gentlemen's cabaret up in North Las Vegas? 

Yes. 

And how long -- well, first of all let me ask 

2l you, what were you doing with Deangelo as part of the 

22 Palomino? 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

I was passing out fliers. I was a flier boy. 

What was the purpose of passing out the 

25 fliers; how did that promote the business? 
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A All I know is that I was told go to cab 

stations and slide VIP passes and fliers about what they're 

going to do for the next night at the club. 

Q How many times do you think you did this with 

Deangelo? 

A About a total of four times. 

Q Let me direct your attention to May 19th of 

2005. Were you with Deangelo Carroll? 

A Yes. 

Q And did Deangelo have a vehicle from the 

Palomino in which to do the promotion? 

A Yes. 

Q What kind of vehicle was it? 

A It was an Astro van. 

Q A Chevy Astro van? 

A Yes. 

Q What color was it? 

A White. 

Q Was anybody else with you on that date? 

A Yes. 

Q Who was that? 

A Deangelo. 

Q And what about anyone else other than you and 

Deangelo? 

A K.C. and J.J. 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 
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4 1 Q Let's talk first about J.J. All right? 

2 A Okay. 

3 Q who is J.J.? 

4 A A dear friend of mine. 

5 Q Jayson Taoipu? 

6 A Yes. 

7 Q And before, earlier in the day, are you with 

8 Mr. Carroll and Jayson? 

9 A Yes. 

10 Q And during that time period does Mr. Carroll 

11 make any statements to you about wanting to hurt somebody? 

12 A Yes, he did. 

13 Q Can you describe for the ladies and gentlemen 

14 of the Grand Jury what Mr. Carroll said to you? 

15 A He said that, he said that Mr. H wanted 

16 someone dead. 

17 Q Mr. H wanted someone dead? 

18 A Yes. 

19 Q Did you know who Mr. H was at that point? 

20 A No. 

21 Q Did you have any idea what relationship he had 

22 with the Palomino? 

23 A No. 

24 Q Did you know he was an associate at the 

25 Palomino? 
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4 

16 

Yes, I did. 1 

2 

A 

Q What did you think was his job or what he did 

3 at the Palomino? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

I wasn't sure. I wasn't really sure. 

Do you now know what he does? 

Yes. 

What was it? 

He was the owner I think. 

When Deangelo indicated to you that Mr. H 

10 wanted somebody dead, did Deangelo indicate to you how he 

11 knew that Mr. H wanted somebody dead? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Yes. 

What did he tell you? 

A 

Q 

A Well, Luis said something about plastic bags 

and baseball bats, but Mr. H didn't refer to it. I never 

16 heard Mr. H say anything. 

17 Q I'm just talking about Deangelo. Deangelo 

18 talked to you about Louie. Is Louie different than Mr. H? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

Who is Louie? 

His son. 

THE FOREPERSON: Pardon me. We have an 

23 emergency. We need a five minute break. 

24 

25 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Okay. 

(Recess.) 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00593



4 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

17 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Ladies and gentlemen, during 

the time that Mr. Zone started testifying another deputy 

district attorney, Giancarlo Pesci, entered the room. 

also presenting the case with me today. 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Mr. Zone, I think we were back to the time 

He's 

when initially Deangelo Carroll informed you, and who else 

was with you when he informed you that Mr. H wanted 

somebody dead? 

A J.J. 

Q Now is that the term that Mr. Carroll used, 

dead, or did he use a different term? 

A Yeah, he said dead. 

Q Okay. Do you remember him saying something 

about he wanted somebody taken care of? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that how you interpret taken care of is 

dead? 

A Yes. 

Q Now initially when he told you that Mr. H 

wanted somebody dead, what was your reaction? 

A My reaction was no. 

Q You weren't interested? 

A Yes. 

Q What was Jayson's reaction? 
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4 

5 

18 

1 A Yes. 

2 Q What do you mean yes; what did he say? 

3 A He said yes. 

4 Q After that time, after Deangelo has this first 

5 conversation, do you remember if it was light out or dark 

6 out when this conversation occurred? 

7 A It was like in the middle. From afternoon 

8 going into the evening. 

9 

10 

11 

Q 

A 

Q 

Somewhere in that time period? 

Yes. 

After you had this conversation, did there 

12 come a point in time when you saw Mr. Carroll give anything 

13 to Jayson? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 gun? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

What did he give him? 

He gave him a gun. 

And what did he, what did Jayson do with that 

He put it in his pocket. 

Did Mr. Carroll try to give you anything? 

Yes, he did. 

What did he try to give you? 

He tried to give me bullets. 

What kind of bullets were they? 

I'm not sure. 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

Q 

gun was it? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

19 

Okay. What did you do with them? 

I dumped them in the van on the floor. 

Now the gun that he gave Jayson, what caliber 

I think a deuce deuce revolver. 

What's a deuce deuce, do you know? 

Twenty-two. 

Do you know much about guns? 

No. 

Q After Jayson winds up agreeing to do this and 

you say no, do you guys wind up back at Mr. Carroll's 

house? 

A Yes. 

Q While you're at Mr. Carroll's house, does Mr. 

Carroll receive a phone call? 

A Yes. 

Q After that phone call what happens? 

A I guess it was Louie and they had a 

confrontation on the phone and whatever they were talking 

about and then after he got off the phone with Louie he 

gave me the information. And that was about it. 

Q Okay. When you say confrontation, you mean 

conversation or confrontation? 

A Conversation. 

Q Conversation. So your understanding from, was 
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20 

Deangelo Carroll telling you what the phone call was going 

on about? 

A Yes. 

Q What did he tell you that Louie had said over 

the phone? 

A He said that Mr. H wanted this guy taken care 

of. 

Q Did he make any references at that time to 

baseball bats or anything like that? 

A I was told by Deangelo. 

Q What were you told by Deangelo? 

A I was told that he had a baseball bat and 

trash bags and, you know, other options, other weapons. 

Q who had baseball bats and garbage bags? 

A Louie. 

Q Not Mr. H, but Louie? 

A Louie. 

Q At some point in time do you wind up in a car, 

in back of the van with Deangelo Carroll and Jayson Taoipu? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And at the time that you first entered the van 

did you really think 

to commit a killing? 

A No. 

well, did you think you were going 

Q When you got in the van where did the van go? 
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5 The van went to the west side. 

Are you familiar with the west side at all? 

No. 

21 

1 

2 

3 

4 

A 

Q 

A 

Q When the van got to the west side, did anybody 

5 get out of the van? 

6 A Deangelo did. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Where did Deangelo go? 

He went into Kenneth Counts' house. 

At the time did you know Kenneth Counts? 

No, sir. 

Had you ever seen him before? 

No. 

So when you say Kenneth Counts, this is based 

14 on information you received later, correct? 

15 

16 

17 house? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

20 happened? 

21 A 

Yes. 

How long did Deangelo wind up inside the 

About fifteen, twenty minutes. 

After Deangelo Carroll was in the house what 

He went in the house and then he came back out 

22 about fifteen minutes, twenty minutes later and we went on 

23 our way up to Lake Mead. 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

When Deangelo came out was he alone? 

No, he wasn't. 
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22 

5 1 Q Who was he with? 

2 A He was with Kenneth Counts. 

3 Q Now you subsequently testified, correct? 

4 A Yes. 

5 Q And you've identified a person in court, 

6 correct? 

7 A Yes. 

8 Q And that person was identified to you as 

9 Kenneth Counts after you picked him out in court, correct? 

10 A Yes, sir. 

11 Q So when you use the term Kenneth Counts, you 

12 didn't know his name right then, correct? 

13 A No. 

14 Q Were people referring to him as something 

15 other than Kenenth Counts? 

16 A K.C. 

17 Q K.C.? 

18 A Yes. 

19 Q Deangelo gets back in the van. Who is 

20 driving? 

21 A Deangelo. 

22 Q Who is in the front passenger seat? 

23 A J.J. 

24 Q Where are you? 

25 A I'm in the left, I'm on the left side behind 
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the driver. 

Q And where is Mr. Counts? 

A On the right side behind the passenger. 

Q Now this van, how many swing-out doors does it 

have? 

A It only has one. That's on the right side. 

Q When I say swing-out doors, is there a door 

for the driver to get in and out of? 

A 

Q 

out of? 

A 

Q 

area? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, there is. 

Is there a door for the front passenger to get 

Yes. 

Is there a sliding door that goes in the rear 

Yes, there is, it's on the right side. 

It's on the passenger side? 

Yes. 

Q As the car is driving out to Lake Mead, at 

some point in time what do you think? 

A Well, I thought we were going to promote but 

that's until I got to Lake Mead. 

in Lake Mead. 

I mean what cab place is 

Q At some point in time did you leave a 

populated area? 

A Yes, we did. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

24 

Did K.C. say anything to you on the ride out? 

No, he didn't. 

Did he ask you a question? 

He asked me did I have a gun. 

Did he use the term gun or did he use some 

6 other statement? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 drugs? 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

14 marijuana. 

15 

16 

17 

Q 

A 

Q 

He used the term burner. 

Burner? 

Yes. 

As you ride around this day are you using any 

No. 

Actually yes. We were smoking 

Smoking marijuana? 

Yes , we were. 

Okay. So you're riding around in the back of 

18 the van smoking marijuana and K.C. asks you if you have a 

19 burn; is that correct? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

You took 

Yes. 

What was 

No. 

Did K.C. 

that to mean a gun? 

your response? 

ask anybody else anything? 
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A He asked J.J. but afterwards like. 

Q Afterwards, not before? 

A Yes. 

Q As you're driving out to Lake Mead is Deangelo 

doing anything? 

A I think he's talking to T.J. and then like 

after, it was like conversation after conversation, like 

back to back. After he got off the phone with T.J. then 

Louie called, after he got off the phone with Louie, Anabel 

called, and then after Anabel called then he called T.J. 

back. That was about the last. 

Q Let me ask you this: When Deangelo would 

talk, what kind of phone did he have; do you know? 

A It was either a Boost or a Nextel. 

Q How did you know it was a Boost mobile or a 

Nextel? 

A Because it has a walkie-talkie and those are 

the only two kinds of phones, companies that have 

walkie-talkies like that. 

Q When you heard Deangelo talking, was he always 

on the walkie-talkie? 

A He was on the walkie-talkie phone, but it 

wasn't on speaker phone though, like he was talking to them 

on the walkie-talkie but through the headset of the phone. 

He wasn't, it wasn't all loud, it wasn't on the speaker 
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phone. 

Q So when you're talking about who's calling, 

you can't hear the other end of the conversation, correct? 

A No. No. 

Q You can only hear what Deangelo is saying? 

A Yes. 

Q Based upon that it's your belief he's talking 

to various people? 

A Yes. 

Q Now during the conversation that he's having, 

you said at one point he was calling T.J., did you know who 

T.J. was as at this point? 

A No, sir. 

Q As you're heading out towards Lake Mead --

where are you guys heading? 

A We are heading like -- okay. I'm not really 

too familiar with Lake Mead because I never really been out 

there until that time, 

Q Let me ask you this: Are you actually heading 

towards the lake? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you passed like the city limits where all 

the civilization is? 

A Yes. 

Q Was there any issues with cell phone coverage? 
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A Deangelo ran out of service. He ran out of, 

he had no service around the time we turned left to go meet 

T.J. 

Q And do you know, what did you hear Deangelo 

tell T.J. why he wanted to meet him? 

A Yes. 

Q What did he tell him? 

A He was going to pick-up weed. 

Q He was going to get weed? 

A Yeah, he was going to get marijuana. 

Q Okay. So when Deangelo lost cell phone 

service, what did he do? 

A He turned back around. 

Q And when he turned back around where did he 

go? 

A He went back out the same way that we came 

until he got a signal, then he turned back around. 

Q How many times did you guys do that loop? 

A I think about twice. Because we came, we came 

the first time, then he had to turn around and go back 

again and then he had to come again. 

two or three times. 

So it was like around 

Q As far as you remember, was Deangelo only on 

one cell phone during that time period? 

A Yes. 
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6 

7 

1 Q As you head out towards Lake Mead the last 

2 time, describe what happens. 

3 

4 

A 

Q 

Excuse me? 

As you head out after you've done the turn 

5 around a couple of times, as you head back towards Lake 

28 

6 Mead, describe to the ladies and gentlemen of the jury what 

7 happens. 

8 A As we turn, as he gets the signal back, he 

9 goes back the same route that we went from the first time 

10 and as we're turning T.J. is coming and T.J., when T.J. 

11 sees us he waves and, he waves at Deangelo and he turned 

12 around, like he busts a turn and then he parks like a 

13 couple, a few feet ahead of us, like a very few feet ahead 

14 of us. 

15 

16 thirty? 

17 

18 

19 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

When you say a very few feet; ten, twenty, 

I'd give it about twenty, thirty feet. 

What kind of car is T.J. in? 

A Kia. I believe it was a Kia Sport. It 

20 looked like a Kia Sportage. 

21 Q After T.J. comes in the Kia Sportage, when he 

22 passes you guys for the last time, where is the van that 

23 you're in? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

We're in the van. 

Where is the van? Is it moving or is it 
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stopped, what's going on? 

A Deangelo pulls over. 

Q When Deangelo pulls over what does he do? 

A He pulls over and he gets out of the van to 

use the bathroom. 

Q And as he's using the bathroom what's T.J. 

doing? 

A T.J. is slowly getting out of the car. I 

guess he either left his phone or left something so I guess 

he like, you know, he was getting ready to leave the car 

but he turned back around to go back in the car to grab 

something, and around that time he was grabbing something 

Deangelo was using the restroom and before T.J. could make 

it to the van Deangelo was already back in the van. 

Q As Deangelo is back in the van T.J. is 

starting to approach the van? 

A Yes, he is. 

Q Is both the van and T.J. 's vehicle facing the 

same direction? 

A Yes. 

Q And where does T.J. approach on the van, what 

side of the van? 

A He approaches the driver's side because he 

only knew Deangelo. 

Q He didn't know you? 
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A He didn't know no one in the car. 

Q As he's approaching the driver'S side, what do 

you see Mr. Counts do? 

A Mr. Counts gets out the car, quietly and 

creepily, and he goes around the, from the right side to 

the front side of the car, he thought T.J. would see him so 

he ran, so he snuck to the back of the van, and for some 

reason he came back to the front of the van and went around 

sneakily by the headlights and creeped up and raised up and 

shot him. Sneakily, quietly. 

Q Prior to him getting out of the vehicle did 

you see K.C. with a gun? 

A Yes. 

Q What kind of gun was it? 

A I was told it was a three fifty-seven. 

Q Did you actually see the gun? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Can you describe anything about the gun for 

me? 

A It was black, it was a revolver. And that's 

about all I know. It was all black. 

Q So when you were told it was a three 

fifty-seven, you were told by somebody later? 

A Yes. 

Q Ladies and gentlemen, I would ask you not to 
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consider that statement for the truth of the matter 

asserted. 

31 

As you said he came around, Kenneth came 

around the front of the vehicle, he raised up the gun and 

he shot T.J., where was T.J. standing at that point? 

A T.J. was standing right by the window where 

Deangelo was sitting. 

Q After the first shot what happened to T.J.? 

A T.J. falls to the floor. 

Q Once he falls to the floor describe to me what 

happens next. 

A 

Q 

happens? 

A 

drive off. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

gun. 

Q 

A 

Kenneth Counts shoots him in the head again. 

After Kenneth shoots him in the head what 

He hurries up and gets back in the van and we 

As you drive off who is in the van? 

Me, K.C., J.J. and Deangelo. 

Are you all in the same positions? 

Yes. 

Does K.C. say anything to anybody? 

He asked J.J. why, he asked J.J. did he have a 

And what was J.J. 's response? 

He said yes. 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00608



7 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

32 

Q Then what did K.C. ask? 

A He said why didn't you shoot him. 

Q What was J.J. 's response? 

A He said he would have but Deangelo was in the 

way and he didn't want to shoot Deangelo. 

Q 

ride back? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Is there anything that K.C. asked you on the 

He asked me where I live. 

And did you tell him? 

Yes, I did. 

what did you tell him? 

I told him I stayed with Deangelo. 

Q Now this white van, after it's committed the 

killing, or after K.C. committed the killing, where does it 

go? 

A It goes back to the club. 

Q And when you say the club, you mean the 

Palomino Club? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When you get to the Palomino Club, does 

anybody go in the club? 

A Deangelo goes in the club. 

Q Is there anybody with Deangelo when he goes 

in? 

A Not at that particular time. He went, 
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1 Deangelo went in for about ten minutes and then he came 

2 back out to the van and got K.C. to go in. 

3 Q So he goes in the club for a little while, 

4 comes back out and gets K.C and goes in? 

5 

6 

7 for? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

How long were K.C. and Deangelo in the club 

For about fifteen minutes. 

At some point does K.C. exit? 

Yes, he does. 

When he exits what does he do? 

He hops in the yellow cab and he leaves. 

33 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 Q How long does -- first of all, where are you 

14 and Jayson waiting while this is going on? 

15 A Around the first time when Deangelo went in we 

16 were waiting with K.C. in the van, because I didn't want to 

17 make a false move, I would have ran but I didn't want to 

18 make no false moves so I just, you know, I just did 

19 whatever I could to get through this, to survive it. And 

20 me and J.J. 

21 

22 

23 

Q 

A 

Let me stop you for a second. 

After K.C. goes in, where do you go? 

We go out, we go out to sit on the little 

24 chairs that is right by, where cabs pull up on, it's like a 

25 bleacher and some chairs. 
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Q Both you and Jayson do? 

A Yes. 

Q After K.C. gets in the cab and drives off, do 

you eventually see Deangelo? 

A 

Q 

come out? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

How much later after K.C. left did Deangelo 

About thirty minutes later. 

When he comes out does he talk to you? 

Yes. 

Does he tell you anything about what had just 

transpired inside the club with K.C.? 

A Yes. 

Q What did he tell you? 

A He said that K.C. was upset because he didn't 

get paid enough money. 

Q Did he tell you how much K.C. got paid? 

A He did but then he didn't. He said six 

thousand but then --

Q Sixty or six? 

A six. 

Q Oh, six thousand. 

A That's just hearsay. That's just what I was 

told. 

Q By Deangelo? 
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8 1 A Yes, by Deangelo. 

2 Q Did Jayson get any money? 

3 A No. 

4 Q Did you get any money? 

5 A Not at all. I didn't expect to get no money. 

6 Q Did Deangelo tell J.J. why he didn't get any 

7 money? 

8 A Yes, he did. 

9 Q What did he tell him? 

10 A He said that we didn't get paid because we 

11 didn't commit the crime basically. 

12 Q Now did Deangelo tell you whether he got paid? 

13 A No, he did not. 

14 Q At some point in time did he indicate to you 

15 that some things had to happen with the van? 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q Did he indicate to you if he had money for 

18 that? 

19 A No, he did not. 

20 Q Do you ever recall testifying about a hundred 

21 dollars to change the tires of the van? 

22 A Yes, but that was like, that was like right, 

23 that was around the morning time that we had left the club. 

24 That was the next morning. But Deangelo - - it was like 

25 still off and on because I still didn't know whether he had 
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money or whether he didn't have money. 

really didn't care at the time. 

Q Let me back you up then. 

I didn't -- I 

Once Deangelo comes out of the club, 

where do you, Jayson and -- you, J.J. and Deangelo go? 

36 

A All I wanted to do was go home so that's where 

we went. 

Q Before you went home did you go anywhere? 

A He went and he washed up the van and tried to 

clean up the evidence off the van at a self car wash that 

you do for yourself. You do it by yourself. 

Q By this time what time of night is it? 

A It's about two or three o'clock. 

Q At the time that T.J. was shot, do you know 

generally about what time it was? 

A About eleven. It's either between 10:30 and 

eleven. 

Q Eventually after the car is washed, where do 

you guys go? 

A We go back to the house. 

Q And after you are at the house for awhile does 

there come a point in time when Deangelo wants to do 

something with the van, something else with the van? 

A Yes. Around the next morning he wanted to get 

rid of the tires because he had ran T.J. over when he drove 
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off. 

Q When he drove off did you feel anything 

3 consistent like running somebody over? 

4 

5 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And Deangelo told you that he wanted to get 

6 rid of the tires because he thought there might be some 

7 evidence on them? 

A Yes. 

37 

8 

9 Q So describe for me what happens. Who drives 

10 the van? 

11 A J.J. drives the van and me and Deangelo are in 

12 his in-laws' car and, after the in-laws let us use the car, 

13 we drove behind J.J. while J.J. was driving the van. 

14 Because he asked me to drive the van, but I wanted no part 

15 of nothing so he had to have J.J. drive the van and he 

16 drove the van around the corner to the rim shop, around the 

17 corner from the rim shop where they do the tires and he 

18 slashed all four tires. 

19 Q And then after he slashed all four tires did 

20 he have somebody replace them? 

21 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

What did he do with the tires? 

He drove right around the corner to the rim 

24 shop, the tire place over there and had them new tires. 

25 Q After the tires were disposed of -- well, let 
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me ask you this: At any point in time does Deangelo tell 

you how he was able to afford to fix the tires? 

A Yes. 

Q What does he tell you? 

A He said that Anabel gave him a hundred 

dollars. 

Q After the tires are fixed do you guys go 

anywhere? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you go? 

A We went to IHop. 

Q Who was at IHop? 

A Me, my baby's mother, his wife, his son, him, 

and a couple more of his other friends that I didn't know. 

Q Who paid for breakfast? 

A Deangelo. 

Q After IHop, or at some point in the next day 

or two did you ever end up going with that white van and 

Deangelo and Jayson? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you go? 

A After IHop we went to a barber shop to where 

he went and got his haircut and then to Family Dollar. 

Q Do you know what he bought? 

A He bought a fan, some cleaning materials, a 
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couple things for his son, and that was about it. 

Q After that where did you go? 

A We went back to the house. 

Q Did there come a point in time when you wound 

up at Simone's Auto Body? 

A Yes. 

Q Who was with you? 

A J.J. and Deangelo. 

Q What car were you in? 

A The van. 

Q The white van? 

A Yes. 

Q When you get to Simone's Auto Body did 

Deangelo tell you why you were there? 

A No, he did not. All he did was just say wait 

here, he just said wait in the van. 

Q Did you continue to wait in the van while he 

was gone? 

A Yes, we did. 

Q Did there come a point in time when you left 

the van? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you go? 

A He came and got out out of the van and told us 

to go inside and have a seat. So we went inside and had a 
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9 1 seat on the couch that was inside the auto plaza. 

2 Q At a point in time do you wind up using the 

3 restroom at the auto plaza? 

4 A Yes. 

5 Q Do you have contact with Mr. Carroll while 

6 you're in there? 

7 A Yes. 

8 Q What does he tell you? 

9 A He said that the police were investigating Mr. 

10 H and he told me to keep my mouth shut. 

11 Q Let me direct your attention forward now. 

12 Eventually do the three of you leave the 

13 auto plaza? 

14 A Yes, sir. 

15 Q Does there come a point in time where Deangelo 

16 Carroll leaves to go to work? 

17 A Yes. 

18 Q When Deangelo Carroll returned from work that 

19 night did he have anybody with him? 

20 A Excuse me? 

21 Q When Deangelo Carroll returned from work, did 

22 he have some law enforcement people with him? 

23 A Yes, he did. 

24 Q When you saw Deangelo Carroll with the law 

25 enforcement people did they ask you to do anything? 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00617



9 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

41 

A They just asked me to put my hands behind my 

back and they searched me and then they said that we need 

to take you in for questioning. 

Q Now between the time that Deangelo Carroll, 

you see Deangelo Carroll with the homicide detectives and 

the time that you actually, the homicide detectives contact 

you, did you have any conversation with Deangelo that the 

homicide detectives weren't present for? 

A No. 

Q Did Deangelo say anything to you when you were 

talking to, when the homicide detectives were there? 

A He said tell the truth or we're going to jail. 

Q He said tell the truth or we're going to jail? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you go down to the police station? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you give a taped statement to the police? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q During the course of that taped statement did 

you provide some of the information that you're providing 

here today to the police? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Were there certain things that you were fully 

truthful? 

A Yes. 
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Were there things 

I was as truthful as I could be. 

Were there times when you didn't answer all 

4 the questions directly and the homicide detectives had to 

5 probe you a little harder? 

6 

7 

8 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, sir. 

Why? 

Because I was scared. I had never been in 

9 this predicament before and I've never been around nothing 

10 like this or even seen anything like this in my life so it 

11 was kind of, you know, heart wrecking. Mind wrecking as 

12 well. 

13 Q And we're talking May 21st or so of 2005. 

14 After the homicide detectives talked to you, eventually do 

15 you learn that Mr. Counts, Mr. Carroll, Anabel and Louie 

16 were arrested? 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

19 hearing? 

20 

21 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And did you in fact go to a preliminary 

Yes, I did. 

And did you get up on the stand and swear to 

22 tell the truth? 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, I did. 

And did you testify? 

Yes, sir. 
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1 Q During the course of your testimony did the 

2 defense attorneys request that you have a lawyer? 

A Yes. 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Q Did you in fact get a lawyer that drove down 

to Boulder City for you? 

A 

Q 

Yes, Mr. Randall Pike. 

After consultation with your lawyer did you 

8 continue to testify in front of the judge? 

9 

10 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

After your testimony in that preliminary 

11 hearing did you learn that Jayson Taoipu had been arrested 

12 in 20057 

13 

14 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Did you respond down to the same Justice Court 

15 again and testify on behalf, in front of a judge again 

16 about the circumstances related to Jayson? 

17 A Yes. 

18 Q I'm going to direct your attention to 

19 recently. Did you testify in front of a jury? 

20 A Yes, I did. 

21 Q And did you testify as truthful as you could 

22 be? 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

As truthful as I could be. 

During the time period of this case did you 

25 have conversations with myself and Bill Falkner, an 
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investigator with the District Attorney's Office? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And during the course of those have we ever 

told you what to say? 

A No. 

Q What have we ever told you? 

A Just to be honest and tell the truth. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: That completes my questions 

for this witness. If the Grand Jury has any questions. 

THE FOREPERSON: 

the Grand Jury. 

There are no questions from 

By law these proceedings are secret and 

you are prohibited from disclosing to anyone anything that 

has transpired before us, including evidence and statements 

presented to the Grand Jury, any event occurring or 

statement made in the presence of the Grand Jury, and 

information obtained by the Grand Jury. 

Failure to comply with this admonition 

is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a year in the Clark 

County Detention Center and a $2,000 fine. In addition, 

you may be held in contempt of court punishable by an 

additional $500 fine and 25 days in the Clark County 

Detention Center. 

Do you understand this admonition? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 
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THE FOREPERSON: Thank you for your testimony. 

You are excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you, sir. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony 

that you are about to give upon the investigation now 

pending before this Grand Jury shall be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

MR. MCGRATH: I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please be seated. 

You are advised that you are here today 

to give testimony in an investigation pertaining to the 

offenses of conspiracy to commit murder and murder with use 

of a deadly weapon involving Luis Hidalgo, Jr. 

Do you understand this advisement? 

MR. MCGRATH: Yes, I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please state your first and 

last name and spell both for the record. 

MR. MCGRATH: Michael S. McGrath. 

is M-i-c-h-a-e-l, last name M-c-G-r-a-t-h. 

MICHAEL S. MCGRATH, 

First name 

having been first duly sworn by the Foreperson of the Grand 

Jury to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, testified as follows: 
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EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q How are you employed? 

A I'm a sergeant with the Las Vegas Metropolitan 

Police Department assigned to Southcentral Area Command 

patrol division. 

Q How long have you been a sergeant? 

A I've been a sergeant for eleven months now. 

Q Prior to becoming a sergeant well, first of 

all, did you work grave last night? 

A No, I did not. I had a day off. 

Q Lucky you. 

Prior to becoming a sergeant, what did 

you do? 

A I was a detective in homicide. 

Q How long were you in homicide? 

A Five years and one month. 

Q Direct your attention to May 19, 2005, to the 

early morning hours of May 20th of 2005, did you have an 

opportunity to respond out to North Shore Road, I guess 

it's Lake Mead and North Shore Road, out here in Clark 

County, Nevada? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q What was the purpose? 
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1 A I was contacted and asked to respond to a 

2 homicide investigation where a man was lying in the roadway 

3 there deceased. 

4 

5 

Q Showing you some photographs that have been 

marked as Grand Jury Exhibit Number 11. I want you to just 

6 briefly flip through those and tell me if they appear to be 

7 photographs taken of the crime scene. 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Are they true, fair and accurate pictures of 

10 the crime scene? 

11 

12 

A 

Q 

Yes, they are. 

If you could just, for the ladies and 

13 gentlemen of the jury, if you could just briefly describe 

14 the crime scene for us. 

15 A I don't know if everyone is familiar with this 

16 location, but it's easy for me to explain it. 

17 If you're driving on East Lake Mead from 

18 I-15 and you continue past Hollywood Road which is going 

19 towards Sunrise Mountain and then you go over the mountain 

20 and then down the saddle as if you're heading towards Lake 

21 Mead, when you come to the very end of that road there is a 

22 T in the road where you can go left to Calville Bay or you 

23 can go right and end up being at the other side of the lake 

24 basically and you can come out around Henderson. So where 

25 this incident occurred is just to the left, you hit the T 
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in the road and you go left and say a couple hundred yards 

down the road Mr. Hadland was laying on his back with two 

gunshot wounds to his head. His vehicle was in front of 

him about fifty, sixty feet, I don't know exactly without 

looking at the diagram, with the car running. Okay. And 

he was lying in the roadway. And also when you look at the 

photographs you'll see there are some cards that are there 

from the Palomino Club which is a cabaret or, you know --

A JUROR: Strip club. 

THE WITNESS: Strip club in North Las Vegas 

which is right on the Boulevard. And there was also a 

canister that was next to the roadway between the vehicle 

and Mr. Hadland, a canister where you go to like the bank 

and if you drive up to the teller you'd put your deposit 

slip in and it would get sucked up ove~ and then they get 

the receipt or whatever. Or a drug store. One of those 

canisters were there also. 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Did there come a point in time -- first of all 

were you the homicide detective assigned to the scene? 

A Yes, I was assigned the crime scene. 

Q And there were other detectives assigned to 

interview any potential witnesses? 

A Yes. 

Q Initially at the scene were there eyewitnesses 
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to the crime? 

A No. 

Q During the course of your investigation did 

you conduct a search of the vehicle present at the scene? 

A Yes. 

Q Who did you learn the vehicle actually 

belonged to? 

A Mr. Hadland. 

Q Was it his or his girlfriend's; do you recall? 

A I believe that --

Q If you don't recall 

A I don't recall whose it was but I know that he 

was the one driving the vehicle. 

Q Eventually did you or did somebody from the 

team locate his girlfriend, Pajit, P-a-j-i-t. last name 

Karlson, K-a-r-l-s-o-n? 

A Yes. 

Q And where was she located? 

A She was located in a camp ground which as you 

are driving towards Calville Bay there is a camp ground 

site and that's where she and Timothy Hadland were camping 

for those, a few days. 

Q Other than finding his vehicle, inside his 

vehicle were there items associated with the Palomino Club 

inside his vehicle; do you recall. And if you don't, if 
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you don't recall --

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

I don't recall them being inside the vehicle. 

What about a cell phone? 

Yes. 

Did you find Mr. Hadland's cell phone? 

Yes. 

Did you review that cell phone? 

Yes. 

And during the review of that cell phone did 

10 you see who the last call was between? 

11 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

And who was that? 

A person by the name of Deangelo, 

14 D-e-a-n-g-e-I-o. 

15 Q And your report reflects that that last phone 

16 call at least in the phone showed at 11:27 p.m.? 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Approximately what time was the body located 

19 do you recall off the top of your head? 

20 A I don't recall exactly but I know it was a 

21 short time after that time. 

22 Q First 911 call was 11:46 p.m. Does that sound 

23 about right to you? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes, that sounds about right. 

Okay. After you saw that Deangelo was on 
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Deangelo was? 

A Yes. 

Q And what did you do? 

51 

A Okay. Mr. Hadland's phone was a Nextel phone. 

And I'll just take a minute and explain what the Nextel 

phone is if everyone doesn't know. It has the ability to 

call using just like a regular cell phone, but it also has 

a direct connect which is a chirp mode where you just push 

on the side and you talk like a walkie-talkie. It's called 

direct connect. So once I open the phone I saw that the 

direct connect number to Deangelo was a particular number. 

Once I had the direct connect I went, after we were done at 

the scene we went back to the office and we did, we 

obtained the r~cords for the direct connect and who owned 

that particular cell phone that was associated with 

Deangelo. 

Q And who did you find owned that particular 

cell phone? 

A Anabel Espindola. 

Q And was it linked to a particular location? 

A Yes, Simone's Auto Body Shop. 

Q From there did you decide to have contact or 

did you decide to do any sort of investigation as to who 

Anabel is and what Simone's was? 
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Yes. 

What did you do? 

Deangelo -- the name Deangelo can be run on 

4 the computer just by a first name basis, and then all the 

5 Deangelos can be punched up, so we eventually found out 

6 that Simone's and Anabel were associated with the Palomino 

7 Club, and we found out Deangelo, a Deangelo Carroll that we 

8 identified on the computer was also an employee of the 

9 Palomino Club. So we associated Deangelo in the photograph 

10 and the Palomino Club has the Deangelo that we believed at 

11 that time was the one contacting Mr. Hadland. 

12 Q Based upon that and with discussions with 

13 other detectives, eventually was Deangelo Carroll 

14 contacted? 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

17 contacted? 

18 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

Were you present when he was initially 

Initially? 

Yes. 

No. I mean I was in the building and heard 

21 that he was entering, I was in the Palomino Club, I heard 

22 he was entering the building, but I was speaking with, I 

23 was interviewing with another employee of 

24 

25 

Q 

A 

of the Palomino at the time? 

Of the Palomino Club at the time. 
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Q At some point did Mr. Carroll agree to come 

down to the police station and provide a statement to you? 

A Yes. Once I was done with the interview I was 

doing another detective was with Deangelo, he, the other 

detective accompanied myself and Deangelo back to the 

homicide office to be interviewed. 

Q When Mr. Carroll was initially interviewed was 

he, without telling us what he said, did his story change 

over a course of time? 

A Yes. 

Q And on how many occasions approximately do you 

think his story changed? 

A Many, many, many times. 

Q Okay. After approximately four hours did he 

eventually give you a story about what had happened to Mr. 

Hadland? 

A Yes. 

Q And without telling us what he said, was he 

confronted with his credibility? Did you ask him how it is 

you're supposed to believe him? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he offer to do anything? 

A Yes. 

Q What did he offer to do? 

A He said that he would wear recording equipment 
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54 

Q After you finished talking to Mr. Carroll was 

he returned back to his home? 

A Yes. 

Q And when you brought him back to his home was 

Rontae Zone located there? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you take Rontae Zone down to the police 

station and interview him? 

A Yes. 

Q And did he provide you information concerning 

the murder of Timothy Hadland? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q At the end of his interview was he taken back 

home? 

A Yes. 

Q And eventually did you have contact with 

Jayson Taoipu? 

A Yes. 

Q Was he taken down and interviewed? 

A Yes. 

Q After his interview was he released? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. After you had conducted those three 
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interviews did you decide to do anything in search of a 

K.C. or Kenneth Counts? 

A Yes. 

Q What did you do? 

A We executed a search warrant at Mr. Counts' 

residence. 

Q That would be at 1676 E Street? 

A Yes. 

Q Showing you what has been marked as State's 

55 

Proposed Exhibit Number 13. Does that appear to be copies 

of photographs of, well, I guess it's after the execution 

of the warrant at Mr. Counts' home. 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of the execution of the 

search warrant was Mr. Counts or anybody else for that 

matter found in that particular location? 

A In that particular residence, no. 

Q During the course of the execution of this 

particular search warrant, did you receive information that 

Mr. Counts was across the street at 1677 E Street? 

A Yes. 

Q Now when you executed a search warrant at 1676 

E Street, did homicide detectives and plain clothes just 

walk up to the door and knock on the door and say we'd like 

to speak to you Mr. Counts? 
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1 A No. The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 

2 Department has a high degree of who executes the search 

3 warrants. This being a homicide or a murder investigation 

4 with a murder suspect, us doing a search warrant, we 

5 required the S.W.A.T. team to do the, execute the search 

6 warrant. 

7 Q While S.W.A.T. is over at the other house and 

8 you learned that Mr. Counts is now in 1677 across the 

9 street, what happens? 

10 A We learn that, we learn that Mr. Counts is 

11 across the street upstairs hiding in the attic of 16 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

777 

77. 

Do you send the S.W.A.T. team over there? 

Yes. 

Is it secured pending a search warrant for 

17 that location? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

After the search warrant is done, does Mr. 

20 Counts immediately come out of the residence? 

21 A No. All the occupants come out of the 

22 residence and Mr. Counts stays inside the residence. 

23 Q And for approximately how long does that go 

24 on? 

25 A Maybe an hour. 
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Q Eventually is Mr. Counts extricated from that 

residence? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you assigned the responsibility of 

conducting a search of that residence? 

A Yes. Once a homicide -- there are two 

homicide investigators or detectives that are assigned to 

one particular case. One being assigned the interview and 

the other one being assigned to the crime scene. No matter 

where the crime scene goes your job is to maintain the 

crime scene. So this being another crime scene I'd be 

responsible for both houses on E Street, where my partners 

that were doing the witnesses would be assigned to 

interview the witnesses. 

Q Okay. Showing you what has been marked as 

Grand Jury Exhibit Number 14. 

through those. 

If you could briefly flip 

Do those appear to be photographs of 

both 1677 E Street and closeup of certain evidence located 

inside of 1677 E Street? 

A Yes. 

Q Specifically on page 2 there appears to be a 

hole in the ceiling. During the course of the S.W.A.T. 

team being inside that residence were you listening over 

the radio as to what was going on? 
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A Yes. 

Q Did you learn what the purpose of that hole 

was? 

A Yes. 

Q What was that? 

A There were several holes that were made in the 

ceiling so that the K-9 dog could go up there and the 

officers can do quick peeks to determine where Mr. Counts 

was inside in the attic because he was hiding somewhere in 

the attic. So there were holes made in the ceiling. So 

one particular picture there is a hole where Mr. Counts was 

actually pulled down through the hole. 

Q And he was actually taken into custody and 

then turned over to other detectives? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of the search, I'm sorry, in 

those photographs there which is Grand Jury Exhibit Number 

14, there is some VIP cards. 

A Yes. 

Q Did those become important in the course of 

your investigation? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you describe that for the members of the 

Grand Jury? 

A Those VIP cards matched VIP cards that were 
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later found during the execution of a search warrant at the 

Palomino Club. They matched exactly a section that was 

pulled out of a VIP box of similar, similar cards that 

would allow you and another person to enter the Palomino 

Club without paying the admission to the club. 

Q I'm going to jump ahead a little bit. 

At some point in time were Louis 

Hidalgo, III, as well as Anabel Espindola arrested for the 

crime? 

A Yes. 

Q After their arrest did you execute a search 

warrant at the Palomino Club? 

A Yes. 

Q Showing you what has been marked as Grand Jury 

Exhibit Number 15. If you could flip through those and 

tell me if those appear to be true, fair and accurate 

photographs of the Palomino Club. 

A Yes. 

Q Now you indicated that there were cards 

similar to the VIP cards found inside the residence of Mr. 

Counts. Was there also a card similar or a flier similar 

to the fliers found at the crime scene found inside the 

Palomino Club? 

A Yes. 

Q Let me backup just a moment. 
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Okay. 

After you execute the search warrant at Mr. 

3 Counts' house and he's taken into custody, I guess the one 

4 across the street, do you make a determination as to 

5 whether or not you're going to take Mr. Carroll up on his 

6 offer to wear a recording device? 

7 

B 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Can you describe that for the ladies and 

9 gentlemen of the Grand Jury? 

10 A Basically I contact a friend that I know that 

11 works for the FBI because I know they have better equipment 

12 than Metro has available that is less identifiable by the 

13 bad guys, you know, that you're going in, that you're 

14 

15 

sending in for someone to talk to. So they have better 

equipment than what our police department has. So I 

16 contact a friend of mine that works similar cases to this 

17 and I said hey, do you have any equipment that we can use 

18 or can you come down and meet with us and we can talk about 

19 if the equipment is available to use for Mr. Carroll to 

20 wear to go and speak with some of these other people to 

21 confirm his story. 

22 Q On May 23rd of 2005, and I'm sorry, is that 

23 Special Agent Brett Shields? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

On May 23rd of 2005 was Mr. Carroll outfitted 
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with a surreptitious recording device? 

A Yes. 

Q Was surveillance set up around Simone's Auto 

Plaza before he went in? 

A Yes. 

Q Eventually does Deangelo Carroll enter 

Simone's Auto Plaza? 

A Yes. 

Q After a period of time does Mr. Carroll exit 

Simone's Auto Plaza? 

A Yes. 

Q When he exits do you have contact with him at 

that point? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

State? 

A 

Yes. 

And is the recording device collected? 

Yes. 

Is it downloaded in your presence? 

Yes. 

And eventually were copies provided to the 

Yes. 

Q In addition to that did Mr. Carroll bring 

anything out with him? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall what that was? 
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A An amount of money and a Tanqueray 10 bottle. 

Q A bottle of liquor? 

A Yes. 

Q Let me ask you this: What was the quality of 

the recording on May 23rd? 

A The quality of the recording was poor. 

Q And based upon that and some of the 

information you heard, did you decide that on May 24th you 

were going to try once again to send Mr. Carroll inside? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

time? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And was that accomplished in the same manner? 

Yes. 

There was surveillance on the location at that 

Yes. 

After Mr. Carroll came out was once again the 

device recovered? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it downloaded in your presence? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you take a copy of it and provide it to 

the State? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of the proceedings the last 

two and a half years, did you come to learn that the audio 
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recordings had been enhanced both by the FBI as well as a 

private audio firm? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you had an opportunity to listen to the 

enhanced recordings as well as to review a transcript of 

those two recordings? 

A Many times. 

Q Okay. Does the enhanced recording appear to 

be the same recording with the exception of background 

noise being removed? 

A Yes. 

Q All right. Showing you State's or Grand Jury 

Exhibit Number 9. Does that appear to be a copy that 

you've had an opportunity to review previously of those two 

recordings? 

A Yes. 

Q Showing you Grand Jury Exhibit Number 8, does 

that appear to be a transcript of at least the audio, the 

audible portions of the May 23, 2005 

A Yes. 

Q And showing you -- I'm sorry. Is that a true, 

fair and accurate transcript? 

A Yes. 

Q Showing you Grand Jury Exhibit Number 7. Does 

that appear to be a true, fair and accurate transcript of 
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the audio recording as it occurred on May 24th? 

Yes. 

1 

2 

3 

A 

Q During the course of the May 24th recording, 

4 is there a period of time when the device doesn't have any 

5 conversation on it for a long period of time? 

6 

7 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Before I get to playing those particular 

8 recordings I've got a couple questions for you. 

9 subsequent to or during the course of 

10 your investigation did you contact Nextel for certain 

11 information concerning cell phones? 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Showing you what has been marked as Grand Jury 

14 Exhibit Number 5, do you recognize that document? 

15 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

And how do you recognize it? 

As you, if you look at the document here you 

18 can see the color coding which is here highlighted in 

19 different colors, and then when we go through each 

20 particular page you'll see the orange would be highlighted 

21 and the yellow colors will be highlighted on different 

22 pages. These are actually my highlights and these are my 

23 writing on some of the pages that are here. 

24 Q Now let me talk to you first of all about the 

25 document without getting to the color and the handwriting 
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document? What do you do to get that? 
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1 

2 

3 A This is administrative subpoena that is sent 

4 through Nextel with certain phone numbers on it where you 

5 ask for the phone numbers, the direct connect number as 

6 well as the incoming and outgoing phone calls on those 

7 particular numbers. 

8 Q And then these are records that they respond 

9 back to you as records that they've kept in the ordinary 

10 course of business and they provide you the information you 

11 have requested? 

Yes. It's basically a document that's --12 

13 

A 

Q And during the course of your investigation as 

14 well as through your review of the records, were you able 

15 to determine both the cell phone numbers as well as the 

16 direct connect numbers for each one of the various 

17 individuals associated with this case phones? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

So let's talk about first 604-4410. 

20 phone was that? 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

604-4410, that's --

You have a hard time reading. 

Whose 

23 Detective, if it indicates on your, on 

24 Grand Jury exhibit, it says Mr. H or Luis Hildago, Jr., who 

25 is that? 
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We called him Little Lou. 

Junior is Little Lou? 

No. Let me correct myself. Mr. H is Louis 

4 Hildago, II. Little Lou, that's 

Q 

A 

Hold on a second here. 

4410 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

4410 says Hildago, Jr. Does that mean Mr. H? 

And that's Little Lou. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Little Lou is 6340? 

Forty-eight, yes. 

And Anabel is 9646? 

Yes. 

And Deangelo is 5322? 

Yes. 

So did you also collect at the Palomino a 

16 record which listed out exactly whose phones were who? 

17 

18 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

With the exception of -- well, maybe I should 

19 say it this way. Deangelo Carroll's phone, was it just a 

20 chirping device or a Nextel direct connnect or did it also 

21 have cell phone service? 

22 A Deangelo Carroll only had the direct connect 

23 feature. All the other phones could be used both ways, 

24 dial in and out and direct connect. 

25 Q Okay. And then as we go through some of the 
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highlights here, if you go to page 1 here, it says 5322. 

That's Deangelo's phone? 

A Yes. 

Q And that shows on the other side who the 

direct connect individuals were? 

A Yes. 

67 

Q Okay. So let's go through that just briefly. 

You have written on there T.J. sometimes. Who is T.J.? 

A Timothy Hadland. 

Q So you determined his direct connect number 

and determined that's the times that Deangelo Carroll's 

phone at least attempted to direct connect T.J.? 

A Yes. 

Q And then the ones that are highlighted in 

orange, that's the times that Deangelo Carroll had to 

direct connect to who? 

A Anabel Espindola. 

Q And when it says L-i-l, IiI, who is that 

direct connect number associated with? 

A That's Luis Hildago, III. 

Q Little Lou? 

A Little Lou. 

Q Okay. Turning to the next page, it says, 

and it says 9646, correct? 

A Yes. 
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1 Q Now on the bottom of that one there is a blue 

2 highlight that says Big. Who did Big mean? 

3 

4 

5 

A Big was my reference to Little Lou's dad. We 

called him Mr. H or Big. Big or Luis Hidalgo, Jr. 

Q So it's pretty confusing during the course of 

6 your investigation exactly because there is two individuals 

7 with the same name, correct? 

8 A Well, once we learned that there was a junior, 

9 there was a third and then there was a Luis Hildago, the 

10 father of who we call Big or Mr. H, we had to determine 

11 whose number was associated with what person. 

12 Q So when you wrote Big on these records, the 

13 person you're indicating is Mr. H, correct? 

Mr. H, yes. 14 

15 

A 

Q And on Anabel's phone it shows a call to Big 

16 on the direct connect, right? 

17 Go to the bottom. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Okay. 

Q And then there is an attempted call to 

Deangelo, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And then there is a couple of unknowns? 

A Yes. 

Q And then there is an attempt to dial - -

A Yes. 
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Q Big. 

A Deangelo, a Big and then a Little. 

A Yes. 

Q Showing you the next page which is 4410 which 

is Big, right, Mr. H? 

A Mr. H's phone, yes. 

Q Those show direct connect and you highlighted 

the relevant time period. The only direct connect between, 

that Mr. Big tried to make is to Anabel Espindola? 

A Yes. 

Q Let's put that one aside for just a moment. 

Now I'm going to show you what is Grand 

Jury Exhibit Number 6. These are the actual phone calls 

between Nextel, the regular phone calls, not direct 

connect? 

A Yes. 

Q That has cell site information for that Nextel 

phone, correct? 

A Do you want me to explain cell site 

information? 

Q Just answer my questions. 

A Yes. 

Q Once again these records which are Grand Jury 

Exhibit Number 6, these are once again in response to a 

subpoena you sent over or some sort of court order to 
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Nextel to provide you information directly from them? 

A Yes. 

Q This is information that they keep that has 

4 been provided to you in response to the subpoena? 

5 

6 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Once again we have the same phone numbers 

70 

7 there, and I don't want to go through each and everyone of 

8 these, but I want to ask you a question. 

9 No, I won't ask you a question, I'll 

10 save that for your partner. 

11 Ladies and gentlemen, I don't know what 

12 your preference is. I can give you a moment's break before 

13 I plug in the recording device for you guys to listen to. 

14 There is about a half hour's worth of recording there. If 

15 you want to break first or if you want to let me set up the 

16 recording device, it's up to you. 

17 THE FOREPERSON: We'll take a ten minute break 

18 before we start. 

19 

20 

21 

MR. DIGIACOMO: 

(Recess.) 

MR. DIGIACOMO: 

22 back on the record. 

Thank you. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we're 

23 Before we bring Detective McGrath back 

24 in here, what I suggested to the foreperson is that we 

25 suspend McGrath's testimony because Dr. Telgenhoff from the 
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Medical Examiner's Office is here, we'll have him testify, 

and then we'll bring Detective McGrath in to finish his 

testimony. If that's okay with the ladies and gentlemen of 

the Grand Jury. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony 

that you are about to give upon the investigation now 

pending before this Grand Jury shall be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

DR. TELGENHOFF: I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please be seated. 

You are advised that you are here today 

to give testimony in an investigation pertaining to the 

offenses of conspiracy to commit murder and murder with use 

of a deadly weapon involving Luis Hidalgo, Jr. 

Do you understand this advisement? 

DR. TELGENHOFF: Yes. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please state your first and 

last name and spell both for the record. 

DR. TELGENHOFF: My name is Dr. Gary 

Telgenhoff. First name is G-a-r-y, last name is 

T-e-l-g-e-n-h-o-f-f. 

//1 

//1 

//1 
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DR. GARY TELGENHOFF, 

having been first duly sworn by the Foreperson of the Grand 

Jury to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Good morning, Doctor. 

How are you employed? 

A The Clark County Coroner's Office. 

Q In what capacity? 

A I'm a forensic pathologist medical examiner 

there. 

Q In order to hold your job can you just very 

briefly explain your training, education and qualifications 

to the Grand Jury. I'm sure they've heard from you before. 

A Yes. Briefly, I have four years of 

undergraduate college, that was in biology and chemistry, I 

have a Master's Degree in Biology and Physiology, I went to 

medical school for four years, then went through five years 

of pathology residency training, and I have additional year 

of forensic pathology training. A total of sixteen years. 

Q How many autopsies do you think you've 

conducted? 
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A It seems like I've done, I just counted them 

recently, I think around four thousand or so. 

Q I'm going to direct your attention to May 20th 

of 2005. Did you conduct an autopsy on an individual 

identified to you as Timothy Hadland? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Showing you what has been marked as Grand Jury 

Exhibit Number 10. If you could just briefly flip through 

those and tell me if those appear to be photographs that 

were taken during the course of the autopsy of Mr. Hadland. 

A 

Q 

determine 

Yes. 

During the course of your autopsy did you 

well, first of all did you determine what the 

cause of Mr. Hadland's death was? 

A Yes. 

Q What was that? 

A Multiple gunshot wounds of the head. 

Q Did you determine during the course of your 

autopsy the manner of death? 

A Yes. 

Q What was that? 

A Homicide. 

Q What does homicide mean? 

A To us in the coroner's office it means the 

death of one at the hands of another. 
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Q Let's talk about the mUltiple gunshot wounds 

that you talked about to the head. Did you find a gunshot 

wound the entrance about the left facial area of Mr. 

Hadland? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And did the path of that wound include any 

part of the brain? 

A Yes. 

Q And was there a second wound of entrance to 

the left ear of Mr. Hadland? 

A Yes. 

Q And did that include injury to at least part 

of the brain stem? 

A Yes. 

Q Were those, each of those shots independently 

fatal? 

A Yes. 

Q And ultimately did you find any other evidence 

which would determine that the cause and death of Mr. 

Hadland was anything other than multiple gunshot wounds to 

the head? 

A No. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: That completes my questions 

for this witness. If the Grand Jury has any. 

THE FOREPERSON: Gil. 
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BY A JUROR: 1 

2 Q Were there any other indications of trauma to 

3 the body? 

4 A If I can review my report real quickly I can 

5 answer that for you. 

6 BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

7 Q Is that a report that you generated at or near 

8 the time of the autopsy? 

9 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

Go ahead and review it. 

There were a few scrapes on both legs but they 

12 were in various stages of healing so I couldn't, it didn't 

13 look to me like they were necessarily at the time of death. 

14 One of them may have been, but they were different stages 

15 of healing. 

16 

17 

18 

A JUROR: Thank you, Doctor. 

THE WITNESS: There may be some others here. 

No, that's it. That's it. 

19 BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

20 Q And so is there anything unusual about 

21 anybody, let alone the person that comes into the autopsy 

22 room, that may have some sort of scrapes on their person? 

23 A No, it's the same type of scrapings that you 

24 would typically see. 

25 Q Thank you. 
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THE FOREPERSON: No further questions from the 

Grand Jury. 

By law these proceedings are secret and 

you are prohibited from disclosing to anyone anything that 

has transpired before us, including evidence and statements 

presented to the Grand Jury, any event occurring or 

statement made in the presence of the Grand Jury, and 

information obtained by the Grand Jury. 

Failure to comply with this admonition 

is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a year in the Clark 

County Detention Center and a $2,000 fine. In addition, 

you may be held in contempt of court punishable by an 

additional $500 fine and 25 days in the Clark County 

Detention Center. 

Do you understand this admonition? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you for your testimony. 

You are excused. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: I'm going to bring Detective 

McGrath back in. I guess it's Sergeant McGrath. 

THE FOREPERSON: The witness is reminded that 

you ar~ still under oath. 

III 

III 

MR. MCGRATH: Yes, sir. 
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MICHAEL S. MCGRATH, 

having been previously duly sworn by the Foreperson of the 

Grand Jury to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 

but the truth, testified as follows: 

FURTHER EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Now Detective, I think we were talking first 

about the May 23rd recording. 

And ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I 

have set up two speakers here in the courtroom that have 

infrared which means if we block these you're not going to 

hear anything. And I provided a copy of each one of the 

transcripts to each one of the Grand Jurors so they can 

review. 

For the jurors edification this will 

start on the transcript where the first person, or it 

indicates Deangelo says it's Deangelo. 

first page, the top of the second page. 

So it's after the 

A Marc, can I just add one thing? 

Q It depends. Let's talk about people talking 

on the recordings. 

First of all on the transcript there is 

an indication that Deangelo is Deangelo Carroll; is that 
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correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And you were able to confirm the individual by 

the name of Anabel Espindola is Anabel? 

A Yes. 

Q And then the son Luis Hidalgo, III is Little 

Lou that we'll hear on the tape; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Is there anything else, Detective, that we 

need to know about this recording prior to it being played? 

A No. I just wanted to say that you can hear 

walking, as the person is walking, that's part of what is 

background noise and things like that, so you actually hear 

the steps as he's walking and then you'll be able to follow 

along with the transcript easier. 

(Tape is being played.) 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q And afterwards he walks out of the room? 

A Yes. 

Q Now the next one is much shorter, is that a 

fair characterization? 

A Yes. 

Q Because at some point in time the recording 

device no longer picks up conversation and then 

twenty-eight minutes later Deangelo comes walking out and 
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A Correct. 

3 (Tape being played.) 

4 BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 
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5 Q It's after that that the recording goes dead 

6 for a period of time? 

7 

8 

9 

A Yes. 

Q Now there is certain information that was 

provided by Deangelo on the recordings. Some of that 

10 information at the very least or maybe all that information 

11 had to be false, correct? Some of the information Deangelo 

12 says, like K.C. wants to --

13 

14 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

K.C. is already in jail, correct? 

Yes. 

The kids, being Jayson and Rontae, had already 

17 provided statements to the police? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

Yes, that's correct. 

So some of the statements that Deangelo is 

20 saying is not for the truth, you provided him some 

21 information to spur the conversation on? 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Were you present during the search of the 

24 white Chevy Astro van? 

25 A I can't recall. 
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Q Okay. Let me show you some photographs here. 

Grand Jury Exhibit Number 12. Tell me if this refreshes 

your recollection. Do you remember seeing this particular 

van? 

A Yes, this was a van that was, that we 

recovered, sealed and --

Q Processed? 

A -- processed in the forensic lab. 

Q Now do you recall off the top of your head if 

you were present during the forensic, or is this the van 

that you've seen during the course of the investigation? 

A I'd have to look at the file. It's been so 

long ago. But I believe that I was present during this. 

Q Okay. If you weren't present, is that at 

least a true, fair and accurate depiction of the van 

itself? 

A Yes. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: 

questions for this witness. 

questions. 

I believe that completes my 

If the Grand Jury has any 

THE FOREPERSON: There are no questions from 

the Grand Jury. 

By law these proceedings are secret and 

you are prohibited from disclosing to anyone anything that 

has transpired before us, including evidence and statements 
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information obtained by the Grand Jury. 
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Failure to comply with this admonition 

is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a year in the Clark 

County Detention Center and a $2,000 fine. In addition, 

you may be held in contempt of court punishable by an 

additional $500 fine and 25 days in the Clark County 

Detention Center. 

Do you understand this admonition? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you for your testimony. 

You are excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Ladies and gentlemen, our next 

witness is Anabel Espindola. As you can see she's 

currently in custody. With her for security purposes is 

Bill Falkner, an investigator with the District Attorney's 

Office. Also I've requested the Grand Jury to allow Mr. 

Oram, her attorney, to be present during her testimony, 

although he will not be allowed to talk to her during the 

course. If that's okay with the Grand Jury foreperson. 

THE FOREPERSON: That's agreeable. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony 

that you are about to give upon the investigation now 
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17 1 pending before this Grand Jury shall be the truth, the 
18 

2 whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

3 MS. ESPINDOLA: I do. 

4 THE FOREPERSON: Please be seated. 

5 You are advised that you are here today 

6 to give testimony in the investigation pertaining to the 

7 offenses of conspiracy to commit murder and murder with use 

8 of a deadly weapon involving Luis Hidalgo, Jr. 

9 Do you understand this advisement? 

10 MS. ESPINDOLA: Yes. 

11 THE FOREPERSON: Please state your first and 

12 last name and spell both for the record. 

13 MS. ESPINDOLA: Anabel Espindola. 

14 A-n-a-b-e-l, last name is E-s-p-i-n-d-o-I-a. 

15 

16 ANABEL ESPINDOLA, 

17 having been first duly sworn by the Foreperson of the Grand 

18 Jury to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

19 the truth, testified as follows: 

20 

21 EXAMINATION 

22 

23 BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

24 Q Good morning. How are you? 

25 A I'm all right thank you. 
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1 Q I want to direct your attention, first of all 

2 do you know Luis Hidalgo, Jr.? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 ago? 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, I do. 

How do you know him? 

He is my lover. 

When did you meet him? 

In 1990. 

1990. So approximately seventeen --

Seventeen years ago. 

At that time how old were you seventeen years 

Eighteen years old. 

what about Luis Hidalgo, Jr., how old was he; 

14 do you recall? 

15 A Forty-two I think. He was in his forties. 

16 

17 

18 

Q 

A 

Q 

And at the time was he married? 

Yes, he was. 

Have you over the course of the seventeen 

19 years ever lived with Mr. Hidalgo? 

20 A No. He has stayed at my house a night or two 

21 but we have never lived together. 

22 Q Showing you what has been marked as Grand Jury 

23 Exhibit Number 3, do you recognize that person? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes, I do. 

And is that Mr. Hidalgo? 
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A Yes, it is. 

Q Okay. Now in order, so we can clear 

everything up, how do you refer to Mr. Hidalgo? 

A As Louie. 

Q Louie? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q And have you ever heard him referred to as Mr. 

H? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q So when people talk about Mr. H, they're 

talking about Luis Hidalgo, Jr. or as you call him Louie? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Hidalgo, 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Sr.? 

Yes. 

Did you know his father? 

Yes, I did. 

When you refer to his father, is he Luis 

Yes. 

How did you refer to him? 

Pops. 

Pops. Okay. Did Mr. H or Louie have a son? 

Yes. 

And what was his name? 

Luis Hidalgo, III. 

How did you refer to him? 

Luis. 
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1 Q I want to direct your attention to at some 

2 point in time when you first met Mr. H. How did you meet 

3 him? 

4 

5 

A 

Q 

We met at a funeral. 

And at some point in time did you start 

6 working for him? 

7 

8 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did. 

Approximately when; do you know? Let me ask 

9 you this: Was it prior to moving to Nevada? 

10 A Yes, it was. We worked together in San Bruno. 

11 We met in California. 

12 Q 

13 to Las Vegas? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

At some point in time did Mr. H or Louie move 

Yes. 

And at that time did he open a business? 

Yes, he did. 

What was the name of the business? 

Simone's Auto Plaza. 

Where was Simone's Auto Plaza located? 

6770 Bermuda Road. 

That's here in Las Vegas, Clark County? 

Yes. 

At some point in time did Mr. H or Louie get 

24 involved in another business? 

25 A Yes, he did. 
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18 1 Q What business was that? 

2 A The Palomino Club. 

3 Q Where was that located? 

4 

5 

A It's in North Las Vegas on, I believe it's 

Lake -- you have to get off of Lake Mead. I don't remember r 
I 

6 the address. 

7 Q Okay. Is it directly across the street from 

8 Jerry's Nugget Casino? 

9 A Yes, it is. 

10 Q That's a gentlemen's club or strip club? 

11 A Yes, it is. 

12 Q At some point -- well, let me ask you this. 

13 What was your responsibility at Simone's Auto plaza? 

14 A I ran Simone's Auto Plaza. I did all the 

15 paperwork, I dealt with the customers. 

16 Q So you would be like the manager? 

17 A Uh-huh. 

18 Q Is that a yes? 

19 A Yes. 

20 Q And then at the Palomino, initially when Louie 

21 got involved with the Palomino, was he the owner? 

22 A No, he was the general manager. 

23 Q At some point in time did he become the owner? 

24 A Yes, he did. 

25 Q When he became the owner, I guess before he 
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1 became the owner, did you work at the Palomino or do any 

2 work for the Palomino? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did. 

What did you do? 

I did all the paperwork. 

You were the bookkeeper? 

Uh-huh. 

Is that a yes? 

Yes. Sorry. 

It's all right. 

I did the books. 

87 

10 

11 At some point in time does Mr. H become 

12 the owner of the Palomino? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, he does. 

When he does so do you get a job title there? 

Yes, I become the general manager. 

And what does that mean your functions were on 

17 a day-to-day basis? 

18 A The functions were to go ahead and oversee the 

19 club and to, I continued to do the books, to oversee the 

20 people in the office, to make sure that they were doing 

21 their job correctly. 

22 Q Did you have day-to-day contact with the 

23 floor, the girls dancing, or did you have contact with 

24 higher management? 

25 A Higher management. 
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Q Describe for me a typical day for you prior to 

May 19th of 2005. Where would you start your day working? 

A I would start my day at Simone's Auto Plaza. 

I would go in about ten o'clock in the morning. I would 

take care of all the bills for both locations, for the 

Palomino and for Simone's. It would be at Simone's Auto 

Plaza. That was corporate office for the Palomino. 

Q During this time period were you still in a 

relationship with Mr. H? 

A Yes. 

Q During the entire seventeen years were you in 

a relationship with Mr. H? 

A 

Q 

plaza? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

Is there anybody who stayed at Simone's Auto 

Yes, his son, Little Luis. 

Little Luis? 

Uh-huh. 

Where did he stay? 

In room 6. It's a room in the very back of 

the front offices. There is a hallway and there is rooms, 

there is 4, 5 and 6, one of the rooms was used for, to keep 

papers, supplies, another one was an office, the last room 

which is room 6 was, that's where he stayed. 

Q Okay. What about Little Luis, did he have any 
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relationship or did he work at all at the Palomino? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q What was his job? 

A He was given the title as a manager. He went 

ahead and he ordered the liquor, he went ahead and just 

oversaw the floor was his normal responsibilities at the 

club. 

Q How late did you normally stay at Simone's 

Auto Plaza? 

A It varied from day-to-day. Normally we would, 

I would always leave with Louie to the club. There is 

times that I would have to work late at Simone's, but I 

would sayan average time would be about between six and 

seven. If I were to stay late at Simone's he would leave 

and he would send a runner to come and pick me up. 

Q Once you got to the Palomino what area of the 

Palomino did you normally work? 

A Upstairs in Mr. Hidalgo's office. In Louie's 

office. 

Q What would Louie or Mr. H do during that time 

period? 

A He would normally be on the floor. I would 

pretty much overtake his office so I could do, look over 

the paperwork and do the banks. 

Q I'm going to ask you about an employee by the 
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name of Timothy Hadland. Did you know who he was? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And what did he do at the Palomino? 

A He was the front doorman or they also called 

him maitre d'. 

Q And when cab drivers would come to the 

Palomino was there some sort of arrangement with the cab 

drivers? 

A Yes. They would go ahead and drop off the 

customers, the front doorman, at the time Mr. Hadland, 

would go ahead and write a ticket to show how many patrons 

would be coming in, if they were men or female, those 

tickets were taken to the back, it's called a cab office, 

they would give it to the woman working and the cab drivers 

would be paid out for the patrons. 

Q How much did it cost in May of 2005, how much 

did it cost a patron who doesn't have a VIP card to get in 

the door? 

A At the time it was thirty dollars for general 

admission. 

Q How much is paid to the cab driver for 

dropping the patron off? 

A At the time it varied between fifteen dollars 

to twenty-five dollars. 

thirty. 

Sometimes we would pay the whole 
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1 

2 

Q 

A 

And what would be the variance; do you know? 

There was a time when all the clubs were 

3 paying out more, so they had a coalition throughout the 

4 major clubs and it would be set where the clubs would set 

5 the price on how much would be paid out to the patrons to 

6 try to keep it as equal as possible for all the major strip 

7 clubs. 

8 Q Did you ever do any promotions in order to 

9 reduce the price of the individuals that were coming 

10 through the front door? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

How did you go about doing that? 

They would go ahead and send out fliers, they 

would give out fliers to the cab companies. Let's see. 

Q 

A 

Q 

How about VIP cards? 

They also did VIP cards. 

When a customer would come up with a VIP card, 

18 what would that do for him? 

19 A Normally when a customer came with a VIP card 

20 they normally didn't come in a cab, they usually came in 

21 their own car, and they would be. able to come in the club 

22 for free. 

23 Q The person that came with a VIP card in a cab, 

24 what would happen? 

25 A The VIP card -- the cab driver would not get 
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paid. 

Q Did there come a point in time when you 

3 learned that there was some problems with T.J. and the 

4 front door? 
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5 A Conversation between Mr. Hidalgo and his son 

6 in his office, they were discussing that they believed, at 

7 least Little Luis or Luis went ahead and believed that Mr. 

8 Hadland was falsifying tickets to the cab drivers so the 

9 cab driver could get paid more so then he could go ahead 

10 and get a kickback. 

11 Q Did there come a point in time when Little 

12 Luis or Mr. H made a decision or you made a decision as to 

13 what had to happen to T.J.? 

14 A I was told, and I believe it was like a week 

15 later, to go ahead and issue his final check. 

16 Q So at some point in time you were told to 

17 issue his final check because he had been fired from the 

18 club? 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And how long prior to his death had he been 

21 fired from the club? 

22 A If I recall correctly it was approximately I 

23 think a week. 

24 Q Was there anybody else that was suspected in 

25 this scheme that Mr. Hadland had --
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No. 

-- that you were aware of during the 

3 conversations between Little Lou and Mr. H? 

No. 
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4 

5 

A 

Q I'm going to direct your attention to -- well, 

6 let me ask you this. Did you know a Deangelo Carroll? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

How did you know Deangelo? 

He worked at the club. 

What were his responsibilities? 

He did promotions, he worked the floor 

12 sometimes when they were shorthanded. 

13 Q And what does promotions mean? What does it 

14 mean he would do? 

15 

16 

A He would take fliers, take it to the cab 

companies, just hand them out. Sometimes he would go down 

17 to the Strip. 

18 

19 

20 van. 

Q 

A 

And what car would he utilize? 

He would use a, I believe it was a '98 Astro 

Chevy Astro van. It was white in color and it was my 

21 vehicle. 

22 

23 

24 

Q 

A 

Q 

It was registered to you? 

Yes. 

And let me ask you this: All cell phones, 

25 vehicles and stuff, who were they registered to? 
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A To me. 

Q Between Simone's and the Palomino? 

A To me. 

Q Did Deangelo have some sort of phone that was 

registered to the Palomino? 

A He had a Nextel that was registered to, all 

the phones were registered to Simone's. And we had an 

abundance so they were taken, half of them were taken to 

the Palomino Club. 

Q So he had a phone? 

A Yes. 

Q Did Mr. H have a phone? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you recall the last four digits of that 

phone number? 

A 4401. 

Q And did you have a phone? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you recall the last four digits of that 

phone? 

A 9646. 

Q I'm going to direct your attention to May 19th 

of 2005. Sometime during the daytime were you at Simone's? 

A Yes. 

Q And did you receive a phone call from anybody? 
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From Deangelo Carroll. 

And what is it that Mr. Carroll told you? 

3 A Mr. Carroll told me that Mr. Hadland was going 

4 ahead and bad mouthing the club, he had gone to one of the 

5 strip clubs and was bad mouthing the club. 

6 

7 recall? 

8 

9 

Q 

A 

Q 

And how long was this conversation, do you 

It was short. 

After you completed this conversation did you 

10 relay the information Mr. Carroll provided you? 

11 A Yes. I was in the office with Louie and Luis, 

12 I was sitting at my desk, Louie was standing in front of 

13 me, Luis was to the desk on my -- can I turn? I'm trying 

14 to figure out what 

15 

16 

Q 

A 

Sure. 

To my right. It's against the wall. And I 

17 went ahead and told Louie that Deangelo had just called and 

18 that he said that Timothy was bad mouthing the club. 

19 

20 

Q 

A 

And did anybody react to that? 

Yes. Luis reacted, he reacted very 

21 aggressively. He was upset. He told his father that, 

22 you're not going to do anything, that's the reason nothing 

23 ever gets done is because you're never going to be like, 

24 you're never going to be like Galardi or Rizzolo, they go 

25 ahead and take care of business. 
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Q Did he ever refer to take care of business, 

what that meant? 

A He went ahead and mentioned that Rizzolo went 

ahead and took care of business, he went ahead, he 

mentioned that he had beat up one of his customers. 

Q And do you recall anything else that Luis said 

to his father? 

A You won't take care of business, you won't be 

like Galardi. 

I know his father got very upset. 

Q And when the father got very upset, what 

was -- what was Mr. H's reaction? You say he got upset. 

What did he say? 

A He told Luis, if I remember correctly he told 

Luis to mind his own business and Luis again reacted to his 

father and said, that's why you never, that's why you'll 

never be like Galardi and Rizzolo. They went ahead and 

Luis left, and Louie went, he left my office and went and 

sat on the couch. He was just angry. 

Q Let's talk about the set-up of Simone's. You 

said your office. Where were the couches in relation to 

your office? 

A Directly in front. 

Q And you said that Mr. H was just angry and he 

was sitting there and Luis had left Simone's Auto Plaza? 
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A Luis left. 

Q What did you do after Luis sat -- I'm sorry, 

Louie sat on the couch and was angry? 

A He told me he wanted to get to the club and I 

went ahead and had to finish up my paperwork. It normally 

take me about an hour to go ahead and get all my paperwork 

cleared off my desk. 

Q After you finished up the club what did you 

do? 

A After we finished, I finished up the shop, I 

went ahead and gathered all my paperwork, because I take 

whatever is left over to the club with me, receipts or 

anything that has to be filed there. 

Q Who did you go with? 

A Mr. Hidalgo. 

Q That being Louie? 

A Yeah. 

Q Describe Louie's demeanor while he's in the 

vehicle. 

A His demeanor was he was angry. He, whenever 

he got like that I knew not to talk to him. 

Q So you go to the club. Where do you go? 

A I go upstairs to his office where I normally 

work. 

Q And where does Mr. Hidalgo go? Does he go to 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00674



1 1 

2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

98 

the office? 

A He follows me in the office and then he 

leaves. He's normally on the floor. 

Q How long would you say he's gone for? 

A I don't see him for awhile. 

Q When is the next time you see him? 

A When he, he comes back upstairs and there is a 

knock at the door and it was Deangelo Carroll. 

Q Deangelo, did you know him to have -- well, 

describe his relationship. Did he have a relationship with 

either Mr. H or 

A He had a relationship with his son Luis. 

Q Luis? 

A They used to go ahead and go bowling together. 

They were close. 

Q During the time period at least you were with 

Mr. H, did you see him, between the time that Little Lou 

and Mr. H have this kind of fight in front of you, did you 

see Mr. H while he was in your presence contact Deangelo at 

all? 

A No. 

Q So is it fair to say the first time you saw 

Deangelo that day is the knock at the door at the office? 

A Yes. 

Q Deangelo knocks at the door at the office. 
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A Deangelo knocks on the door, Louie answers the 

door and they both walk out. 

Q And how long are they gone for? 

A For, it's a little while. I couldn't tell you 

specifics, maybe a half an hour. I'm not sure. 

Q When is the next time you see either Deangelo 

or Mr. H7 Who do you see first? 

again. 

A I see Mr. H first. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Where is he? 

He comes back into the office. 

Is he by himself or with somebody else? 

No, he's by himself and then he walks out 

He's out on the floor. 

Who do you see next? 

Again Louie comes back in and he comes in with 

Pilarr Handley. We call him P.K. 

Q What is P.K. 's relationship to the Palomino? 

A He comes in, he's a consultant, he goes ahead 

and consults on the music, the lighting, the DJ's. 

Q And when he comes back into the room tell me 

what happens. 

A Louie asks P.K. to go ahead and have a seat. 

I'm sitting at Louie's desk so P.K. is sitting to the left. 
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Q Where is the kitchenette in relationship to 

the office? 

A If you're at his desk, if you walk straight, 

if you walk straight there is a bathroom, if you make a 

left there would be the kitchenette. 

Q And when you're back there, do you talk to Mr. 

H? 

A Yes. 

Q What does he tell you? 

A He tells me to call Deangelo, to go into the 

back room, there is a room behind the kitchenette that has 

the safe, it's a small, rectangular room, it has a secured 

door on it, he asked me to go back there and call Deangelo, 

tell Deangelo to go to plan B. 

Q Now let me ask you some questions. Mr. H is 

standing there with pilarr and he asks you to walk to an 

area. Is that out of earshot of P.K.? 

A Yes. 

Q And then he's now asking you to go call 

Deangelo at an area which would be out of earshot of 

everybody, correct? 

A Correct. 

Q Was that unusual for him to want you to make a 
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call from that location as opposed to from the desk? 

A Yes. 

Q And he indicates to you to call Deangelo and 

tell him what? 

A Tell him to go to plan B. 

Q Plan B? 

A Yes. 

Q So what do you do? 

A I go to the back room and I try to contact 

Deangelo. 

Q How do you do it; do you recall? 

A I don't recall if I first tried to page him. 

We have Nextel phones that are two-way radioes so you can 

go ahead and use it as a walkie-talkie. I believe I tried 

to page him that way first. 

Q At some point do you wind up talking to him? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Is it by walkie-talkie or regular phone? 

A By regular phone. 

Q And describe the conversation that you had 

with Mr. Carroll at this point. 

A I told Deangelo to go to plan B. He tells me 

that, he says I'm already here, I said no, go to plan B, 

and then there is no conversation. 

Q Does he say anything about being alone? 
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A Yes, he mentioned he was alone. 

Q Now stop right there at this point. At this 

point you know about the conversation between Luis and Mr. 

H, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q You know that Mr. H had has been upset, 

correct? 

A Yes. 

Q You know he's now asked you to do something 

that is unusual, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And now that you've had this conversation with 

Mr. Carroll, at this point what are you thinking? 

A That something is going to happen to Mr. 

Hadland. 

Q Do you do anything else? Do you call 911? 

A No. 

Q Do you call anyone else? 

A No. I tried to get ahold of Deangelo again 

because as I said when I went ahead and told him to go to 

plan B we got disconnected. 

Q And so you attempt to contact him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you able to get through? 

A No. 
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Q And if you were going to contact him what were 

you going to tell him? 

A To go to plan B. Exactly what Louie told me 

to do. To come back. 

Q So you're not able to get ahold of Deangelo. 

What do you do? 

A I go back into the room with Louie, he's 

talking to P.K., and I sit at my desk. He asked me if I 

made the phone call, I said yes, he leaves. 

Q When is the next time you see Mr. H? 

A A little later that evening he comes back in 

with Mr. Carroll, with Deangelo. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Deangelo Carroll? 

Uh-huh. 

Is that a yes? 

Yes. 

Where are you when he comes back in? 

I'm sitting at my desk. Actually Louie is 

Louie is actually sitting in front of me, I'm 

watching TV, Deangelo comes knocking at the door. 

A 

I'm sorry. 

Q First you see Mr. H come back? 

A Yeah, Mr. M comes back in. 

Q And then you hear Deangelo knock at the door? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Describe for us what happens at that point. 
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1 A Deangelo walks in, he sits, Louie is on my 

2 right, I'm still sitting behind the desk, Deangelo is on 

3 the left. He looks at Louie and says, it's done, I need 

4 five. Louie looks at Deangelo and then he looks at me and 

5 tells me to go get five out of the safe. 

6 

7 

Q 

A 

What's your reaction? 

I looked over at Louie and I said, five what, 

8 I'm like five hundred dollars, and he's like go get five 

9 thousand dollars out of the safe. 

10 

11 Louie? 

12 

13 

Q 

A 

Q 

Was this a request, a usual request from 

No. 

Do you normally payout five thousand dollars 

14 in cash to somebody? 

15 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

A 

No. 

What did you do? 

I went to the back to the safe and grabbed 

18 five thousand dollars. 

19 Q Where was this safe located? Is that in the 

20 same general area where you made the phone call from? 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

23 Palomino? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes, it is. 

Was there that much cash on hand at the 

Yes. 

Was it substantially more than that in fact? 
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A Yes. 

Q You grab five thousand dollars, you come back 

out. What do you do with the five thousand? 

A I placed it on the table in front of Mr. 

Carroll. 

Q Clearly by this point you've got to know there 

is something wrong. 

A Yes. 

Q And you did it anyway? 

A Yes. 

Q You put the five thousand dollars on the table 

in front of Mr. Carroll. Now we've heard other testimony 

about six thousand dollars. In your mind, is there any 

question in your mind it was five? 

A It was five thousand dollars. 

Q Okay. What happens with the five thousand 

dollars? 

A Deangelo picks up the money. 

Q And where does he go? 

A He walks out of the office. 

Q What do you do when he leaves? 

A I look over at Louie and I said what have you 

done. 

Q And what was his response? 

A His response was none. He just, he looked 
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very worried. He looked scared. 

TV and look for the news. 

He told me to turn on the 

Q Did you do so? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see anything? 

A I was looking for news. 

Q Did you see anything that concerned you at all 

at that point? 

A No. 

Q Did you continue to have conversations with 

Mr. H? 

A He said, he asked -- he didn't ask, he 

actually stated, he goes did he do it. And I'm like do 

what. We never, he never answered me. He's like see if 

there is any news on. So I continued to check to see if 

there was news on. We watched the news for a short period 

of time and then he wanted to leave. 

Q Louie wanted to leave? Mr. H wanted to leave? 

A Louie wanted to leave. I suggest that we, I 

see him uptight, we normally, after work at the Palomino we 

would go to, we would go gambling normally to like the MGM. 

Q So do you go gambling? 

A So I suggested that we go to the MGM to see if 

maybe his nerves would calm down. Yes, we went. 

Q Did you go? 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00683



3 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

107 

A Yes. 

Q Did you gamble? 

A Yes. 

Q Now you said you normally go to the MGM and 

gamble. Did you have player cards? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you use those player cards? 

A I believe so. I, normally I try to. 

Q After the MGM do you remember where you went? 

A We went home. We went to my house. 

Q While you were at your house, while you're 

gambling and while you're at your house, tell me how Mr. H 

is acting. 

A Very nervous. 

Q At some point does he request you to do 

anything else? 

At some point do you watch more ne,ws? 

A Oh, we, he wants to leave. He's really 

uncomfortable, he doesn't want to be at the MGM so we go 

ahead and we leave, we go to my house, he turns on the TV. 

At this point I'm -- it's late. 

Q When you say late, is it morning yet? 

A It's three, four a.m. So I'm, this is the 

time that we normally come home and I'm exhausted by this 

hour, I go to sleep, he stays up flipping the channels 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00684



3 

4 

trying to find news. I wake up the next morning and it 

looks like he hasn't slept. 
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1 

2 

3 Q When you wake up the next morning describe the 

4 conversation between you and Mr. H. 

5 A I asked him if, have you had any sleep, he 

6 says no, and he's like I'm trying to see the news, and I'm 

7 like what's going on, he says nothing to me, and then I 

8 flip on the TV and they said there is a death in Lake Mead, 

9 and we're both watching the news and Louie said he did it. 

10 Q Louie said he did it and that's when you 

11 learned about a death out at Lake Mead? 

12 Is that yes? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

She can't take down a head nod. 

I'm sorry. 

It's okay. 

When Louie said he did it, was there 

18 some discussion? What was your reaction when he said he 

19 did it? 

20 A I was just in awe. I said Louie, what did you 

21 do. Again I keep asking him what did you do. 

22 

23 

24 

Q 

A 

Q 

Did he ever answer you? 

No. 

Was there some decisions made by Louie as to 

25 what should happen next? 
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A He said he was going to call his attorney. 

Q Did there come a point in time when he told 

you he had called his attorney? 

A I'm sorry, what? 

Q Did there come a point in time when he told 

you he had called his attorney? 

A Actually we were together the majority of the 

day. He went, he got dressed and we went to see his 

attorney later. Or his attorney wasn't in, we went to see 

an attorney that his attorney recommended which was Mr. 

DePalma. 

Q Did you know where his attorney was? 

A His attorney he said was out of town. 

Q Okay. Did you know at that point what his 

attorney's name was? 

A 

Q 

out of town 

who? 

A 

Q 

in? 

Dominic Gentile. 

So he told you that Dominic Gentile had been 

so he went and saw an individual by the name of 

Mr. DePalma. 

When you get to Mr. DePalm's office did you go 

A I followed Louie in and Mr. DePalma said that 

I could not be present in their meeting. 

Q So where did you go? 
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A Back to the car. 

Q And you wait in the car for him? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Is that a yes? 

A Yes. I'm sorry. 

Q After that meeting with Mr. DePalma where did 

you and Louie go? 

A We went ahead, he didn't want to go back home 

so we went and got a room at the Silverton. 

Q Now prior to getting the room at the Silverton 

do you recall ever having any contact with the police? 

A No. 

Q Did you know whether or not Mr. H had had 

contact with the police; had he ever talked to you about 

it? 

A Not that I can remember. Not that I can 

recall. 

Q Let's talk a little bit about Mr. H. Mr. H 

was the owner of the club, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Would he at least have access to cell phone 

information as to the various people in the club? 

A Yes. 

Q So he would have an ability to call somebody 

if that were necessary? 
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1 A Yes. All the Nextels had, in the 

2 walkie-talkie portion of it had all the names of all the 

3 employees at the, or the main employees at the Palomino and 

4 also at Simone's, at the body shop. 

5 Q Let's talk about the body shop. Was there an 

6 individual who worked at the body shop by the name of Mark 

7 Quaid? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

What was his responsibilities? 

He was the parts manager. 

Was there a woman by the name of Ariel 

12 Michelle Schwanderick that worked at the Palomino? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And what was her responsibility? 

She was the office manager. 

Now would Mr. H or Louie have access to or 

17 have knowledge of where the business records as they relate 

18 to Deangelo and/or T.J. would be inside the Palomino? 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

You say you went to the Silverton. While you 

21 were at the Silverton do you see anybody other than Mr. H 

22 at the Silverton? 

23 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

His son came. 

His son being Luis? 

Little Luis. 
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Q And when Luis gets there, describe the 

conversation. 

A Luis arives and tells his father not to worry, 

he spoke to Deangelo, Deangelo has had run-ins with the 

police before and he's not going to talk. 

Q Now during the time period you were with Mr. H 

had you ever seen him relay information to Luis about what 

was going on? 

A No. 

Q And when Luis showed up, prior to Luis saying 

don't worry about Deangelo, I've talked to Deangelo, did 

you hear Mr. H say to Luis, you know, what was going on? 

A No. 

Q So Luis shows up and he tells you, or tells 

Mr. H not to worry about Deangelo, he won't talk to the 

police? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Is that a yes? 

A Yes, that he's dealt with, Deangelo has had 

run-ins with the police before. 

Q Do you recall anything else from that 

particular conversation? 

A No. Louie wants to see his father. 

Q Louie meaning? 

A Louie, Mr. H. 
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Yes. I believe I was the one who called his 

I'm not completely sure. But his father was 

6 contacted and told to come to the Silverton. 

7 Q Do you recall now as you sit here today how 

8 many nights you stayed at the Silverton? 

9 

10 

11 Pops? 

12 

13 

14 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I believe it was two. 

Did you see any conversation between Mr. Hand 

We all went to eat at the cafe. 

When you say we all, there is you 

There is myself, Mr. H, his son Little Luis 

15 and his father Luis Sr., Pops. 

16 Q Was there any discussion about what was 

17 happening at dinner? 

18 A Louie, his father noticed Louie's demeanor or 

19 was worried, his father asked him what was wrong, Louie 

20 said some things were going on, and his father said I'm 

21 behind you. And it just, the conversation just switched 

22 over to how was everybody doing and --

23 Q I'm going to direct your attention towards, 

24 does there come a point in time when Mr. H is going to meet 

25 with his attorney, instead of Mr. DePalma, Mr. Gentile? 
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A Yes. 

Q Tell me how that comes about. 

A Louie comes back out, we go to the Silverton, 

he meets with Mr. Gentile on Saturday, I don't know if he 

got a phone call or not. I know Mr. DePalma, he told me 

that Mr. DePalma said that, or Mr. DePalma was going to 

call Mr. Gentile after their conversation. 

Q And did you learn how Mr. Gentile, or did you 

learn at some point Mr. Gentile had come back to town? 

A When we went to his office. We went to his 

office on Saturday together. 

Q When you went to his office did you meet Mr. 

Gentile? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Had you ever met him before? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q When you first walk in with Mr. H do you get 

to stay for the conversation? 

A We met Mr. Gentile, actually we met Mr. 

Gentile outside, he walked us upstairs to his office, we 

walked into his conference room, it was a room, long table, 

and Mr. Gentile said he needed to speak to Louie and asked 

me to wait in his office. 

Q So do you leave the room? 

A Yes, I do. 
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Q At some point do you end up coming back to the 

room? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q When you come back in the room do you receive 

any advice from Mr. Gentile? 

A Yes, Mr. Gentile says not to speak to Deangelo 

Carroll. 

Q Does he tell you why you shouldn't speak to 

him? 

A He says he might be wired. 

Q After you leave Mr. Gentile's office do you 

leave with Louie? 

A Yes 1 I do. 

Q And do you follow the advice of Mr. Gentile? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Why not? 

A The next day we come back, it's Sunday, back 

at my house, Louie's demeanor is getting worse, and I keep 

asking him, are you okay, are you okay. He says no. The 

next morning, I believe it's Monday, he's at the kitchen 

table, I wake up and I ask him what's wrong. He tells me I 

don't know what I told him to do. I said told who. What 

he says, I don't know what I told him, I feel like killing 

mysel f . I get scared. 

Q Do you know who Louie was referring to at that 
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5 1 point? 

2 A Yes. 
I 

3 

4 

Q Who was that? 

A He was speaking about Deangelo. 

I 

l 
5 Q Do you offer a solution to Mr. Hidalgo's I 

6 problem? 

7 A I asked him if he wanted me to go talk to 

8 Deangelo. 

9 Q What was his response? 

10 A He said yes. 

11 Q What do you do? 

12 A I go ahead and just need to get ahold of 

13 Deangelo so I go from my house that morning to the nail 

14 shop just to go ahead and get some time for myself to try 

15 to figure out what I'm going to do. So I am getting a 

16 pedicure and I go ahead and call, use my cell phone and I 

17 call Mark Quaid at the body shop. 

18 Q Mark Quaid at the body shop. What do you ask 

19 of Mr. Quaid? 

20 A And I ask Mark if he could please get ahold of 

21 Deangelo and tell him I need to speak to him, to meet me at 

22 the shop. 

23 Q At the body shop? 

24 A Uh-huh. 

25 Q Is that a yes? 
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Yes. Sorry. 

At some point I imagine you get back to the 

I do get back to the body shop. Actually I go 

5 home and I pickup Louie. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Do you take Louie with you to the body shop? 

Uh-huh. 

Is that a yes? 

Yes. 

Once you're at the body shop does there come a 

11 point in time when you see Mr. Carroll? 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

Yes, it is. 

And when you see Mr. Carroll, prior to talking 

14 to Mr. Carroll do you have any conversations with Mr. H as 

15 to exactly what it is you're supposed to be talking to Mr. 

16 Carroll about? 

17 A Yes. We go ahead and Louie tells me to let 

18 Mr. Carroll know that it would be a good idea for him to 

19 resign or at least take some time off and that he would go 

20 ahead and still be paid. 

21 Q You've had an opportunity to listen to these 

22 recordings ad nauseam I imagine? 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

At one point in time you make a statement, "we 

25 just wanted him beat up, not mother fucking dead." Do you 
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remember making that statement? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Prior to having that conversation did you have 

any conversation with Mr. H about wanting T.J. beaten up, 

not dead? 

A No. 

Q How is it that you come up with that 

particular statement? 

A Because I remember the conversation or the 

argument that Louie and his son had in the office regarding 

him not going ahead and taking care of business and having 

Mr. -- how Rick Rizzolo went ahead and had one of his 

patrons beat up. 

Q So you go into this room and you have a 

conversation with Mr. Carroll, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Prior to doing so do you check him for 

anything? 

A I asked Mr. Carroll if he is wired, he lifts 

up his shirt and says no. 

Q And then you heard the conversation you had on 

that, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of that conversation there 

is several statements by Luis, correct, the son? 
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6 1 A Yes. 

2 Q And where did this conversation take place? 

3 A It was in the room that Little Luis stays in, 

4 in room 6. 

5 Q During the course of the conversation do you 

6 ever leave the room? 

7 A Yes, I do. 

8 Q Where do you go? 

9 A I go to the front where Louie's office is so I 

10 can go ahead and get money. 

11 Q Did you talk to Louie at all while you were up 

12 there? 

13 A Yes. 

14 Q What do you tell him? 

15 A I tell him that I spoke to Deangelo and I told 

16 him exactly what he told me about him taking time off. 

17 Q Do you then go back to the room? 

18 A Yes. 

19 Q What do you bring back with you? 

20 A Money. 

21 Q How much? 

22 A At that time I believe it was six hundred 

23 dollars if I remember correctly. 

24 Q And during the course of this do you see Luis 

25 hand anything to Deangelo? 
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A Yes, I do. He hands him a bottle of 

Tanqueray. 

Q What was Luis requesting of Deangelo? 

A I'm sorry, what? 

Q What was Luis telling Deangelo he should do? 

A Luis went ahead and told Deangelo that he 

should go ahead and give, actually poison the two 

witnesses. 

Q And what is your reaction to that? 

A Actually I look at Luis, and what I meant to 

say was that he was stupid, I was being cynical with him 

because I thought why are you doing this. Because I had 

already given Deangelo money. Deangelo came back and made 

a comment about K.C. so I went ahead and told him that I 

would take care of him too. What I meant was that I would 

pay him as well. 

Q Pay him more money? 

Is that a yes? 

A Just to make the whole situation go away. 

Q After the 23rd when you talked to, or after 

Deangelo leaves the room, do you talk to Mr. H again? 

A Yes. 

Q Does he in fact leave the room or, I'm sorry, 

at some point do you and Mr. H leave Simone's? 

A Yes. 
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6 1 Q Directing your attention to the next day now, 

2 the 24th. On the 24th do you see Deangelo Carroll? 

3 A Yes, he comes back. 

4 Q Was this based on any request of you? ~ 
5 A No, not at all. 

6 Q And the jury has already heard the recording 

7 that occurred. 

8 Did that occur once again in room 6? 

9 A Yes, it did. 

10 Q Was Little Lou the son also present? 

11 A Yes, he was. 

12 Q Was Mr. H in Simone's on the 24th? 

13 A Yes, he was. 

14 Q Okay. 

15 A He was in the kitchen with his father. 

16 Q Why didn't he go back in the room? 

17 A Excuse me? 

18 Q Why didn't he go back in the room? 

19 A Because he was told by Mr. Gentile not to 

20 speak to Deangelo and he 

21 Q Why did you go back to the room? 

22 A Because he asked me to. 

23 Q So you go back there and you have a 

24 conversation with Mr. Carroll? 

25 A Yes. 
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1 Q During the course of this conversation do you 

2 leave? 

3 

4 

A 

Q 

5 anybody? 

6 A 

Yes. 

While you're gone do you have contact with 

I went into the kitchen and told Louie that 

7 Mr. Carroll wanted more money. 

8 

9 

10 

Q 

A 

Q 

And what was Louie's response? 

Give give him more money. 

Have you seen during the course of the case a 

11 photograph of a note that was found at Simone's Auto Plaza? 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

I'm going to show you what is about seven 

14 pages on Grand Jury Exhibit Number 16. Do you see that 

15 note? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Uh-huh. 

Is that a yes? 

Yes. 

Do you know whose handwriting that is? 

It looks like Louie's. 

Louie's as in Mr. H? 

Yes. 

Did you see that note during the course of 

24 that May 24th conversation that you had with Louie? 

25 A No. 
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do you go? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
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After you talked to Louie what happens, where 

I go back to room 6. 

What do you do when you get back there? 

I go ahead and give Deangelo more money. 

What's Deangelo doing when you get back there? 

He's talking with Little Luis. 

Q What about is he doing anything in the 

bathroom at some point? 

A Not as far as I know. When I come back him 

and Luis were huddled together. They were talking. 

Q When he goes to leave what does he do? 

A He goes to the bathroom. 

Q What does he do? 

A He retrieves change. I hear a lot of 

clattering, he retrieves change, he retrieves a pager, he 

retrieves I think a belt because I remember him coming out 

and fixing his pants. 

Q And then Deangelo leaves Simone's? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Is that a yes? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you request, during the recordings there 

is a conversation about a final check for him, Deangelo 

Carroll. Did you in fact request a final check be drafted? 
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A What I went ahead and did, I call payroll in 

every Monday for the Palomino to the payroll company, at 

the time I went ahead and when I called in for Deangelo's 

check I called in for everyone's check on Monday. 

Q After the 24th when Deangelo leaves the room, 

or leaves Simone's, at some point do you and Mr. H leave? 

A Yes. 

Q Prior to you leaving did you have some 

concerns about Little Lou? 

A Yes, I did. Little Luis was the one at the 

time opening the club. 

Q And did he open it on time? 

A He was very responsible when it came to 

opening up the club on time. That day some of the dancers 

started to call Louie, the ones that come in I believe 

around five to start their shift at five o'clock, and was 

asking Louie why the club wasn't open. 

Q And then what do you and Louie do? 

A I panic. I had a, back when I was in room 6 

with Deangelo, Deangelo was stating that the shooter wanted 

more money. 

Q So what do you and Louie do? 

A We leave. We leave the shop. I gather all my 

things, put them in the briefcase and we leave the shop. 

Because at that point I'm concerned about Little Luis 
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1 because I don't know if, I don't know who the shooter is 

2 and I don't know if he's going to go ahead and do anything 

3 to Little Luis. Because the way Deangelo had come, it made 

4 it sound like this man could go ahead and do anything to 

5 anyone. 

6 Q When that happened, when you leave the club 

7 with Mr. H, eventually do the police pull you over? 

8 A Yes. We, actually I get a phone call prior to 

9 that. We're on the road, we're on the freeway on our way, 

10 on 15, on 15 north on the way to the club taking the route 

11 we think Little Luis would take, midway there my phone 

12 rings, I pick it up, it is my detailer Juan Carlos, he says 

13 that 

14 Q without telling us what he said, at some point 

15 do you wind up getting taken into custody? 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And ultimately you wind up getting charged 

18 with conspiracy to commit murder? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Murder with use of a deadly weapon? 

Yes. 

And two counts of soliciting the murder of 

23 Rontae Zone and Jayson Taoipu, correct? 

24 

25 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

And you were charged that way at least up 
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until February 4th of 2008? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Now prior to February 4th of 2008 did you 

4 decide to enter into negotiations? 

Yes. 

126 

5 

6 

A 

Q And ultimately on February 4th did you enter a 

7 guilty plea? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 weapon? 

13 

14 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

15 agreement? 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did. 

What did you plead to? 

Manslaughter with use of a deadly weapon. 

Voluntary manslaughter with use of a deadly 

Yes. 

As part of that was there a written plea 

Yes. 

And was there also an agreement to testify 

18 that was attached as part of that agreement? 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

What is your understanding of your obligations 

21 under the agreement to testify? 

22 A That I have to tell the truth exactly how I 

23 know it. 

24 Q And what is your obligation of the maximum 

25 possible sentence you could receive for voluntary 
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manslaughter with use of a deadly weapon? 

I believe it's eight to twenty years. A 

Q Do you have hopes or are you aware at least 

4 that voluntary manslaughter with use of a deadly weapon 

5 could be probationable? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Have you been in jail since May 24th of 2005? 

Yes. 

One last question. I'm going to back way up 

10 and ask you about the scam that T.J. was allegedly running. 

11 Was it your understanding of the scam that T.J. was getting 

12 money that normally would have gone to the club? 

13 

14 

A 

Q 

Yes. Or that would have stayed in the club. 

It would have stayed in the club. So he's 

15 doing something at the front door which allows him to 

16 collect the money as opposed to having to turn it over to 

17 the club's coffers? 

18 A How it would be is if he actually writes more 

19 people that are coming into the door than there is, the cab 

20 driver would be paid out and T.J. would go ahead and take 

21 the excess, or the cab driver would pay him whatever the 

22 extra was. At that point the money would leave the club. 

23 If not then it would stay within. It would stay in. 

24 

25 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Thank you. 

That completes my questioning for this 
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1 

2 

witness. If the Grand Jury has any questions. 

THE FOREPERSON: Gil. 

3 BY A JUROR: 

4 

5 

Q In the case of the cab driver being paid, is 

he paid at the time he drops the passengers off? In other 

6 words, a chit is written, it goes to the back room, money 

7 is then dispensed and it's given to the cab driver; is that 

8 correct? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A 

Q 

13 BY A JUROR: 

14 Q 

Yes. 

Thank you. 

A JUROR: I have a question. 

THE FOREPERSON: Yes, Bill. 

When Mr. H asked you to step into that back 

15 room where the safe was and he asked you to make the call 

16 and your call was unsuccessful, did you tell Mr. H that the 

17 call was unsuccessful? That wasn't clear in your 

18 testimony. 

19 A I went ahead and told him that I placed the 

20 call, because actually I had spoken to Deangelo. I did 

21 speak to Deangelo and told him to go to plan B. The fact 

22 that we got cutoff but I did tell Louie that I had 

23 spoken to him. 

24 Q So in other words it's your testimony then 

25 that he was unaware that the call was not successful? 
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A No. Yeah, he was -- he was aware that I 

called and I spoke to Deangelo and told him to go to plan 

B. I did tell him yes, I made the call, did as he asked. 

Q Thank you. 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Just so I can clear that up. When he 

initially told you to make the call, you first attempt 

A To call. 

Q And you don't connect? 

A Right. 

Q And then you have a subsequent conversation on 

a regular phone with Deangelo? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

cut off? 

Correct. 

In which you tell him to go to plan B? 

Correct. 

And he mentions the whole we're alone? 

We're alone. 

And you tell him to go to plan B and you get 

A We get cut off, but when I come out I told 

Louie I did speak to Deangelo and told him to go to plan B 

like he asked. 

THE FOREPERSON: No further questions from the 

Grand Jury. 

By law these proceedings are secret and 
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you are prohibited from disclosing to anyone anything that 

has transpired before us, including evidence and statements 

presented to the Grand Jury, any event occurring or 

statement made in the presence of the Grand Jury, and 

information obtained by the Grand Jury. 

Failure to comply with this admonition 

is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a year in the Clark 

County Detention Center and a $2,000 fine. In addition, 

you may be held in contempt of court punishable by an 

additional $500 fine and 25 days in the Clark County 

Detention Center. 

Do you understand this admonition? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you for your testimony. 

You are excused. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Ladies and gentlemen, we have 

one quick witness. I know we're running a little late. If 

we can get that quick witness done we'll be able to submit 

the case to you. 

THE FOREPERSON: Proceed. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Thank you. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony 

you are about to give upon the investigation now pending 

before this Grand Jury shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
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and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

MR. WILDEMANN: I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: Please be seated. 

You are advised that you are here today 

to give testimony in an investigation pertaining to the 

offenses of conspiracy to commit murder and murder with use 

of a deadly weapon involving Luis Hidalgo, Jr. 

Do you understand this advisement? 

MR. WILDEMANN: I do. 

THE FOREPERSON: please state your first and 

last name and spell both for the record. 

MR. WILDEMANN: Marty Wildemann. M-a-r-t-y, 

W-i-l-d-e-m-a-n-n. 

MARTY WILDEMANN, 

having been first duly sworn by the Foreperson of the Grand 

Jury to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DIGIACOMO: 

Q Good afternoon, Detective. 

A Good afternoon. 

Q Are you a homicide detective currently 
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assigned to homicide here in Clark County? 

A 

Q 

Yes, I am. 

And were you assigned to be part of the 

132 

4 investigation of the murder of Timothy Hadland on May 19, 

5 2005 out at Lake Mead and North Shore Road here in Clark 

6 County, Las Vegas, Nevada? 

7 

8 

A 

Q 

Yes, I was. 

During the course of your investigation did 

9 you have an occasion to come into contact with a person 

10 identified to you as Luis Hidalgo, Jr. or Mr. H? 

11 

12 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did. 

Showing you what has been marked as Grand Jury 

13 Exhibit Number 3, does that appear to be a photograph of 

14 Mr. H7 

15 

16 

A 

Q 

Yes, it does. 

Okay. Describe for the ladies and gentlemen 

17 of the jury, was your first contact with Mr. H face to face 

18 or by phone? 

19 A My first contact was by phone and later I met 

20 him in person. 

21 Q Okay. And what was the purpose of making the 

22 phone call to Mr. H? 

23 A Well, at the time we were following up some 

24 information received during the murder investigation in 

25 which we believed a possible employee of Mr. H at the 
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Palomino Club was involved so we wanted to try to identify 

him further and maybe get a home address or a phone contact 

from him. 

Q At the time do you remember what your desk 

phone number was? 

A Yes, I do. 229-3613. 

Q Do you remember what your cell phone number 

was? 

A 289-5620. 

Q If Mr. H's cell phone records reflect a call 

at 1437 or 2:37 p.m. from one of those two numbers, would 

that be you making that call? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q And what is it that you told Mr. H? 

A I asked him well, actually I explained to 

him what we were doing. I told him that I needed some 

information from him and could I meet with him to possibly 

get some employee records. 

Q And at the time of those -- have you had a 

chance to review the cell site records? 

A At the time that 

Q At 2:37 when you made that call, did you know 

whether or not the cell site records put Mr. H at Simone's 

Auto Plaza or at least in the area of Simone's Auto Plaza? 

A Oh, yes. I'm sorry. Yes. 
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Q Are you also aware that at approximately the 

same time that Anabel Espindola1s cell site records place 

her in the same general area? 

A Yes. 

Q In reviewing Grand Jury Exhibit Number 6, the 

cell site records, did you become aware that at 1453 Miss 

Espindola pushed a talk or tried to direct connect to 

Deangelo Carroll? 

A Yes. 

Q That would be less than, well, it would be 

sixteen minutes after your initial contact with Mr. H? 

A Yes. 

Q Did Mr. H come down to the club? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q This is the Palomino Club in North Las Vegas? 

A Yes. 

Q When he got there did you request anything 

from him? 

A Yes. I met with him personally, I was with 

Detective Kiger (phonetic), and we explained to him what we 

were doing and I asked if he had an employee by the name of 

Deangelo Carroll there. 

Q What was his response? 

A He stated that he did. I asked for any type 

of records, employee records, phone numbers, anything that 
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he had access to so we could contact Deangelo Carroll and 

he told me that he did not have access to any of those 

records and that I would have to come back to the club at 

approximately seven p.m. that evening to speak with the 

floor manager, a woman by the name of Ariel I believe. 

Q And so when you had a conversation with Mr. 

Hidalgo he indicated to you he neither had an address nor a 

telephone number for Mr. Carroll? 

A Yes, that's exactly what he said. 

Q Direct your attention forward for just a 

second, May 23rd of 2005. Were you part of the 

surveillance of the Simone's Auto Plaza --

A Yes, I was. 

Q -- when Deangelo Carroll goes in and completes 

the surreptitious recording? 

A Yes. 

Q When Mr. Carroll, after Mr. Carroll leaves, 

did surveillance pickup Anabel and/or Anabel and Louis 

Hidalgo, Jr. or Mr. H leaving together? 

A Yes. 

Q On the 24th were you part of the surveillance 

team that covered Simone's Auto Plaza again? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q Were you able to see or did -- were you part 

of the surveillance team which saw Anabel and Mr. H leave 
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together on May 24th of 2005 from Simone's Auto Plaza? 

Yes. 

1 

2 

3 

A 

Q In fact at that point in time, at some point 

4 she was taken into custody? 

Yes, she was. Yes. 5 

6 

A 

Q During the course of your investigation did 

7 you learn that the vehicle used during the murder was a 

8 Chevy, white Chevy Astro Van? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes, I did. 

And the license plate was 363NKS? 

Yes. 

9 

10 

11 

12 Q And did you determine that the registered 

13 owners of that vehicle were Luis Hidalgo, Jr. and Anabel 

14 Espindola? 

Yes, we did. 15 

16 

A 

Q After Anabel was taken into custody was a 

17 search warrant executed at Simone's Auto Plaza? 

A Yes. 18 

19 

20 

Q Showing you what has been marked for purposes 

of identification as Grand Jury Exhibit Number 16. Those 

21 appear to be photographs of Simone's Auto Plaza taken 

22 during the course of the search warrant. 

23 

24 

A 

Q 

Yes. Do you want me to look through them all? 

Just briefly flip through them so you can 

25 determine. 
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A Okay. 

Q During the course of the search did you 

determine an office that you associated with Anabel 

Espindola? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q During the course of that search did you in 

fact locate a check for twenty-four hours worth of work for 

Deangelo Carroll? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you also conduct a search of room number 

6? 

A Yes. 

Q And during the course of room number 6 did you 

find some bottles of liquor? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you able to identify records which 

identified that room as Luis Hidalgo, Ill's room? 

A Yes. 

Q And were you able to find u.s. savings bonds 

that had been talked about on the surreptitious recordings? 

A Yes. 

Q Now between where the offices are and the room 

number 6 is, was there a pool table area? 

A There was a game room, yes, or what I would 

call a game room, yes. 
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Q In that game room was there a note found that 

caught your attention? 

A Yes. 

Q Was that in that position when the execution 

of the search warrant occurred? 

A Yes. 

Q I'm going to now put in front of you Grand 

Jury Exhibit 6 as well as Grand Jury Exhibit Number 5. 

A Okay. 

Q We've had prior testimony that 5 is the direct 

connect information for the various individuals involved in 

the particular case. 

A Okay. 

Q Does that sound correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And 6 is the direct connect information for, 

I'm sorry, is the cell site and regular cell phone calls 

for the various numbers that are involved in this 

investigation. 

A Right. 

Q And before I ask you some other questions I 

want to ask you a couple of questions about the records 

that are before you here. 

Looking at May 19, 2005 for 9646, is 

that Anabel Espindola's? 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, C.C.R. 222 (702) 361-1947 

00715



10 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

139 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Okay. On May 19th of 2005, there are, there 

is an in-bound call at 16:58:56. Do you see that one right 

there? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Can you read the number to the ladies and 

gentlemen of the jury that that is associated with, the 

inbound number to Anabel's cell phone? 

A 643-0842 which is Deangelo Carroll's home 

phone number. 

Q During the course of your investigation you 

learned that Deangelo Carroll's home number was 643-0842? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Also I want you to flip to 6348 which 

would be Little Lou or the Third's phone number. 

A Yes. 

Q And I want you to look at May 19th at 7:42 

p.m. and 58 seconds. Is there an out-bound phone call from 

Luis Hidalgo, III? 

A Yes. 

Q And at the time does it show the general area 

of town in which he is? 

A Yes. 

Q Where is that? 

A West Flamingo. 
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Q And South Strip? 

A And South Strip, yes. 

Q So he's somewhere between the Bermuda, the 

Simone's Auto Plaza and the Palomino Club? 

A Yes. 

Q And the length of the phone call is 1.18 

minutes? 

A Yes. 

Q And can you tell the ladies and gentlemen of 

the jury who Little Lou called? 

A He called Deangelo Carroll at 604-08 --

643-0842. 

Q Okay. Now I'm going to ask you some other 

questions about those two exhibits in front of you and what 

information you can determine from those two particular 

exhibits. 

Going to the direct connect for Anabel 

and Deangelo Carroll at 2245 or I guess that would be 10:45 

p.m.; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q On May 19th of 2005. Does it appear that 

Anabel and Deangelo Carroll had a conversation by a push to 

talk or walkie-talkie? 

A Yes. 

Q At 2308 does it appear that Anabel Espindola 
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1 

2 

attempted to contact Deangelo Carroll by a push to talk? 

A There looks like a thirteen second connect, 

3 yes. 

4 Q And then at 2310 -- and I'm sorry, you're 

5 going to have to go back to the other one. 

6 Now do you see a phone call incoming to 

7 Anabel's cell phone number from 808-1719 that's 

8 approximately 1.4 minutes? 

9 

10 

11 

A 

Q 

One second please. 

Tell me the time, Mr. DiGiacomo, please. 

On May 19, 2005 at 2310 hours, you see an 

12 inbound phone call for 1.4 minutes to 808-1719. 

13 A Hold on one second. Sorry. These read 

14 backwards. 

15 Yes, I do. 

16 Q During the course of your investigation have 

17 you learned whose cell phone 808-1719 is? 

18 

19 

A 

Q 

Yes, it belonged to Kenneth Counts. 

Immediately after that at 2312 do you show a 

20 call that was attempted by Anabel to Kenneth Counts' cell 

21 phone number that shows 0 for correct time? 

22 A Yes, I do. 

23 Q And showing, looking at those records, does it 

24 show, going back to the direct connect, that at 2320 Miss 

25 Espindola and Mr. H, being Mr. Hidalgo, Jr. had a push to 
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talk conversation? 

A Yes. 9.4 seconds. 

Q And then at 2337 Espindola tried to connect a 

push to talk to Deangelo Carroll? 

A Yes. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: 

questions for this witness. 

questions. 

I think that completes my 

If the Grand Jury has any 

THE FOREPERSON: Gil. 

BY A JUROR: 

Q Detective, during the course of your search 

warrant did you find any rat poison at either of the sites, 

Simone's or the Palomino Club? 

A No, sir. 

Q Thanks. 

THE FOREPERSON: No further questions from the 

Grand Jury. 

By law these proceedings are secret and 

you are prohibited from disclosing to anyone anything that 

has transpired before us, including evidence and statements 

presented to the Grand Jury, any event occurring or 

statement made in the presence of the Grand Jury, and 

information obtained by the Grand Jury. 

Failure to comply with this admonition 

is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a year in the Clark 
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County Detention Center and a $2,000 fine. In addition, 

you may be held in contempt of court punishable by an 

additional $500 fine and 25 days in the Clark County 

Detention Center. 

Do you understand this admonition? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you for your testimony. 

You are excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Ladies and gentlemen, that 

completes the presentation of the evidence before you. If 

there are no questions at this time I'd ask you to 

deliberate. However I wanted to note for the record, I 

don't know if I noted this for the record, that a copy of 

the guilty plea agreement along with all the attachments 

for Anabel Espindola has been marked as Grand Jury Exhibit 

Number 4. With that, I believe all the Grand Jury exhibits 

have been discussed during the course of the testimony, if 

you have no other questions I'd ask you to deliberate. 

THE FOREPERSON: There are no questions. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Thank you. 

(At this time, all persons, other than 

members of the Grand Jury, exit the room at 12:18 p.m. and 

return at 12:23 p.m.) 
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THE FOREPERSON: Mr. District Attorney, by a 

vote of twelve or more Grand Jurors a true bill has been 

returned against Defendant Luis Hidalgo, Jr. charging the 

crimes of conspiracy to commit murder and murder with use 

of a deadly weapon, in Grand Jury case number 07AGJ101X. 

We instruct you to prepare an Indictment in conformance 

with the proposed Indictment previously submitted to us. 

MR. DIGIACOMO: Thank you. I will. 

(Proceedings concluded.) 

--00000--
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE 
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I, Danette L. Antonacci, C.C.R. 222, do hereby 

certify that I took down in Shorthand (Stenotype) all of 

the proceedings had in the before-entitled matter at the 

time and place indicated and thereafter said shorthand 

notes were transcribed at and under my direction and 

supervision and that the foregoing transcript constitutes a 

full, true and accurate record of the proceedings had. 

Dated at Las Vegas, Nevada, February 16, 2008. 
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Pursuant to NRS 239B.030 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that the 
preceding TRANSCRIPT filed in GRAND JURY CASE NUMBER 

07AGJI0IX: 
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.J Does not contain the social security number of any 
~n, 

-OR-

Contains the social security number of a person as 
required by: 

A. A specific state or federal law, to
wit: NRS 656.250 

-or-

B. For the administration of a public program or 
for an application for a federal or state grant. 

Signature 
2/16/08 
Date 

Danette L. Antonacci 
Print Name 

Official Court Reporter 
Title 
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