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CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK

RE: ADKT NO. 411
Honorable'Supreme Court Justices:

The Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) would like to submit these additional comments for
the Court’s consideration. These comments are being offered to supplement NACO's letter of
September 4th.

The NACO Board of Directors approved a.Bill Draft Request (BDR) which was submitted on
August 29th fegarding‘lndigent Defense for consideration by the Nevada Legislature during the
upecoming 2009 session. The BDR proposes to:

» Extend the option to utilize the State Public Defender’s Office to all counties.

» Require that the State Public Defender maintain an office in each county that opts to
use their service to provide indigent defense.

» Require that the state fully fund indigent defense regardless of delivery method chosen.

A copy of the NACO BDRis attached for your review.

In addition, NACO would like to voice our support for the request made by Washoe County that
the Court continue the stay on the implementation of performance standards until July 1, 2008,

~This will allow sufficient time for the weighted caseload studies to be completed. In addition, a
continuation until July 1 will give .the Nevada Legislature an opportunity to take action to
address the’ in'di'gent defense system. We also support the request for an ex_t_ensioh for
submittal of the report regarding the results of the weighted caseloads studies made by Clark
County. '

Nevada’s counties agree that the failure to provide any indigent defendant with adequate and-
competent counsel is unacceptable and, as previously stated in our September 4th letter, strive
to provide their indigent defendants with defense counsel that meets or exceeds constitutional
requirements and do so with little or no support from the state. It is our understanding that
the instances of cases handled by public defenders being overturned due to ineffective

, nEﬂf vu in Nevada are rare.
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NACO would again like to thank the Court for allowing our participation in the Indigent Defense
Commission and for the Court’s consideration of our comments and concerns.

Respectfully submitted,

(fog Do

ffrey Forftaine
Executive Diréctor

CC: Via Email : v
- The Honorable Joni Eastley, Nye County Commissioner
‘The Honorable John Ellison, Elko County Commissioner
Mr. Jeff Wells, Assistant County Manager, Clark County
Mr. John-Berkich, Assistant County Manager, Washoe County
Mr. John McCormick, Administrative Office of the Courts
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September 16, 2008

Nevada Supreme Court
201 South Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89701

RE: ADKT NO. 411
Honorable Supreme Court Justices:

The Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) would like to submit these additional comments for
the Court’s consideration. These comments are being offered to supplement NACO’s letter of
September 4th,

The NACO Board of Directors approved a Bill Draft Request (BDR) which was submitted on
August 29th regarding Indigent Defense for consideration by the Nevada Legislature during the
upcoming 2009 session. The BDR proposes to:

» Extend the option to utilize the State Public Defender’s Office to all counties.

» Require that the State Public Defender maintain an office in each county that opts to
use their-service to provide indigent defense. ‘

» Require that the state fully fund indigent defense regardless of delivery method chosen. .

A copy of the NACO BDR is attached for your review.

In addition, NACO would like to voice our support for the request made by Washoe County that
the Court continue the stay on the implementation of performance standards until July 1, 2009.
This will allow sufficient time for the weighted caseload studies to be completed. In addition, a
continuation until July 1 will give the Nevada Legislature an opportunity to take action to
address the indigent defense system. We also support the request for an extension for
submittal of the report regarding the results of the weighted caseloads studies made by Clark
County. :

Nevada’s counties agree that the failure to provide any indigent defendant with adequate and
competent counsel is unacceptable and, as previously stated in our September 4th letter, strive
to provide their indigent defendants with defense counsel that meets or exceeds constitutional
requirements and do so with little or no support from the state. It is our understanding that
the instances of cases handled by public defenders being overturned due to ineffective .
in Nevada are rare.
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NACO would again like to thank the Court for allowing our participation in the Indigent Defense
Commission and for the Court’s consideration of our comments and concerns.

Respectfully submitted,

M'Zaine

Executive Director

CC:  Via Email
The Honorable Joni Eastley, Nye County Commissioner
The Honorable John Ellison, Elko County Commissioner
Mr. Jeff Wells, Assistant County Manager, Clark County
Mr. John Berkich, Assistant County Manager, Washoe County
Mr. John McCormick, Administrative Office of the Courts
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