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A Yes. 

Q And they are admitted as an exhibit. You were shown 

those pants I believe on Friday; is that true? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. So if somebody wanted to look at them, they're 

in evidence? 

A Yes, they are. 

Q Thank you. 

THE COURT: Anything further, Ms. Palm? 

MS. PALM: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, MS. Maldonado, for 

your testimony. You are excused. Next witness for the State? 

MS. GRAHAM: State calls CSA Robbie Dahn. 

THE MARSHAL: What was the last name? 

MS. GRAHAM: Robbie Dahn. 

THE MARSHAL: Ma'am, if you will remain standing, 

please. Raise your right hand and face the clerk. 

ROBBIE DARN, STATE'S WITNESS, SWORN 

THE MARSHAL: Have a seat, please. Slide up to the 

microphone. Ma'am, if you would please state your name and 

spell it for the record. 

THE WITNESS: My name is Robbie Dahn. My name is 

first name is spelled, R-O-B-B-I-E. And my last name is 

spelled, D-A-H-N. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

ROUGH DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 
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BY MS. GRAHAM: 

Q Ms. Dahn, how are you employed? 

A I'm employed as a senior crime scene analyst for the 

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. 

Q How long have you been a crime scene analyst? 

A July was 12 years for me. 

Q Okay. I want to draw your attention to November 7th 

of 2008. Were you asked to report to the coroner's office to 

perform duties as a crime scene analyst during the autopsy of a 

Victoria Whitmarsh? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q Okay. And can you tell the jury basically what 

happens when you are called to as a crime scene analyst with 

regard to an autopsy? Can you just generally explain 

A Yes, I can. 

Q what's -- thank you. 

A We're assigned to go down. I'm usually assigned a 

coroner's tech. And what we do is we do all the preliminary 

work on the body prior to the medical examiner doing the 

internal cutting, like we know an autopsy to be. And that 

preliminary work inCludes doing photography, many sets of 

pre-clothed, unclothed, of any injuries, of the condition of 

the hands, and this type of thing. 

On top of that, we also collect the clothing. We do 

finger and palm prints. And we also take different types of 

ROUGH DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 
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swabs, collect trace evidence, fingernail clippings, and that 

type of thing. 

Q Okay. When you arrived for the autopsy of Victoria 

Whitmarsh, do you recall the condition or the condition of 

her body? How was she clothed? 

A When I arrived there, the bags are sealed. So once 

we did open the bag, her body was naked from the waist down, 

and then she had two pieces of upper body clothing on her. 

Q Okay. And did you take photos as the way she 

appeared once the body bag was unzipped? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Okay. Did you take photos of your observations as 

the coroner in the case, or the medical examiner in the case 

also documented injuries? 

A Yes. A lot of it's kind of a dual photography. I do 

my photography, as well as the coroner technician also does. 

They do a little bit more internal, like taking close pictures 

of the eyes in that beginning stage. 

Where I have a tendency on the other side of things 

to take maybe a few more pictures of -- you know, a lot more 

of the pictures of injuries, and you know, the injuries that 

are shown clothed and pre-clothed. Where for them, they are 

more concentrating on the injuries once the body is clean, and 

just to show quickly the injures. 

Q Okay. And prior to the autopsy being conducted 

ROUGH DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 
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and do you recall the medical examiner that conducted the 

autopsy in this case? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q And who was that? 

A It was a Doctor Jacqueline Benjamin. 

Q Okay. Prior to her performing the autopsy in the 

case, was clothing removed from the body? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Okay. And who removes that clothing? 

A Myself, and the coroner technician in this particular 

case was Suzanne Mealy (phonetic). So it was Suzanne and I. 

Q Okay. 

MS. GRAHAM: I'm showing defense counsel what's been 

marked as State's proposed 77 through 80. 

MS. PALM: Thank you. 

BY MS. GRAHAM: 

Q And once that clothing is removed from the body, what 

happens with that clothing? 

A Generally what we'll do is take a sheet, lay the 

sheet out. And then we'll lay the clothing out so it can start 

to dry. Because sometimes it may be, you know, wet in certain 

situations. So we lay it out, it starts to dry. 

And that way it's there for the medical examiner to 

come over and view prior to the post starting, as well as I'll 

go ahead and document it with photography. And if there's any 

ROUGH DRAFf TRANSCRIPT 
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material defects in the clothing, you know, I'll use arrow 

markers and rulers and scales to document that as well. 

Q Okay. And did you do that in this case when the 

clothing was removed from the body? 

A Yes, I did. 

MS. GRAHAM: Your Honor, may I approach the witness? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MS. GRAHAM: 

Q Ms. Dahn, I'm showing you what's been marked as 

state's proposed 77 through 80. If you could just flip through 

those photos, and tell me if you recognize those photos. 

A Yes, I do. These are my photos. A couple of them 

have my scale in it with my initials and P number as well. So 

these are the pictures that I took. 

Q And those are the photos that you took at the autopsy 

that day 

A Yes. 

Q -- of the clothing? And they fairly and accurately 

depict the way the clothing was at the time? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

MS. GRAHAM: Your Honor, move for admission of 

State's 77 through 80. 

MS. PALM: No objection. 

THE COURT: 77 through 80 will be admitted. 

ROUGH DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 

001864



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

75 

(Exhibits 77 through 80 admitted) 

BY MS. GRAHAM: 

Q Showing you what's State's Exhibit 77, can you 

let's see. Oh, got to (indiscernible). Can you explain to the 

jury what that is a photo of? 

A It's a photo of the clothing that was on the body. 

And the piece to the left was like a ribbed undershirt, or a 

black ribbed undershirt. And then there was an -- this was 

like a hooded over jacket that was over the top. I've got 

arrow markers in the photo marking a material defect on either 

side on that -- it would be like the right side. This is 

actually -- this view here is where I have the photos -- I 

mean, the clothing actually flipped. This isn't the front 

view. 

Q So that's the back view of the -

A Yes. You can see how the -- on the jacket, the 

hood's coming up from the back. So this is when I'm taking 

photographs, I take photographs of one side of the clothing, 

and then we flip the clothing and always show the backside as 

well. So this is a back view. 

Q Thank you. And the sheet that you mentioned, you lay 

that sheet on the ground? 

A Yes. 

Q prior -- and then the clothing on top of it? 

A Yes. 
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Q Showing you State's 78, I'm going to kind of zoom out 

a little bit. Can you tell the jury what that is a photo of? 

A That's a photo of the jacket on the front -- the 

jacket laying on the front side. And it appears I've moved the 

sleeve slightly a little bit to show that arrow marker. 

Q Okay. And again, what's the significance of that 

arrow? 

A There was a material defect in the clothing -

Q Okay. 

A -- at that point. 

Q Showing you State's 79. Oh, I have that upside down. 

Let's try to this way. There we go. And what is that a 

photo of? 

A This is a scaled photo of the material defect that I 

was highlighting in this picture. It looks like it's a little 

tiny bit dark. Do you want me to mark around where that's -

Q Yeah, if you could mark the 

A at, or circle it, or? 

Q material defect. And for the record, your -- what 

piece of what article of clothing specifically is this? 

A I would have to probably see. 

Q If I 

A It's hard to tell right there. 

Q Okay. Let me show you State's 78. 

A Okay. 
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Q Is that the photo of the jacket? 

A Yes, that's the jacket. 

Q Okay. 

A Both items are black, so that's the reason I want to 

Q Okay. And again, State's 79. Does that appear to be 

the material defect in the jacket? 

A It does appear to be the material of the jacket. 

Q Okay. That defect I can actually see the defect 

when I stand up like this, but it 1 s just the glare of the 

screen. But it's basically right around there. 

Q Okay. And what -- when you say material defect, what 

do you mean by that? 

A It's where the material has broken open. In this 

particular case, I had a little bit of background about what 

type of injuries she had. So we were told that it could be a 

possible knife wound, so I'm assuming that this defect was made 

from that after the uries on the decedent. 

Q Okay. And showing you what's been marked as -- or 

admitted as State's 80, what is that a photo of? 

A This is a photo of the ribbed shirt that was -- she 

was wearing closest to her body. And I have highlighted again 

the material defect on that. 

Q Now if I zoom in closer, can you see the material 

defect and can you circle that so the jury can observe where 
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that is? 

A Yes. These photos are a tiny bit dark. But I think 

I'm seeing it right there. 

Q Okay. So once you photograph the clothing, what then 

do you do with that? 

A The clothing, I in this particular case dried the 

clothing. After I cleared the coroner's office we have a 

crime scene investigation lab and section. And we also have a 

biohazard drying room. So I took this clothing and put it 

under lock and key to dry. And then what we do is, once it's 

dry and we're able to wrap it and get it inside bags, and then 

I impounded it into evidence. 

Q Now when you take the clothing to dry, how do you 

transport it? 

A It's wet. But down at the coroner's office, we have 

rolls -- we have a roll of butcher paper that we've taken and 

made into sections. So all the clothing is usually a piece of 

butcher paper on either side. And then I'm able to roll it 

kind of onto itself, and then put it into double, triple bag, 

depending on the saturation level of the clothing. 

Q Okay. And at that point is it impounded, or is that 

after the drying process? 

A 

Q 

do you do 

I impound after the drying process. 


Okay. In addition to taking photos of the clothing, 


any presumptive testing regarding any of the blood? 
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A At the point when we're there, we don't take 

phenolphthalein down. As far as viewing the body, I know what 

blood looks like. So I don't believe that there's any reason 

for me to have to do a presumptive test when I see it actually 

coming from the body. We usually do the presumptive test when 

we're out in the field and we have a reddish spot, and we have 

no idea where that came from. So in this case, no, I didn't 

take phenolphthalein, or any of our presumptive tests to test 

the blood. 

Q And the reason for that is you're in an autopsy, and 

your 

A And I physically -- I mean, my eyes saw it. 

Q Okay. 

A You know, so I had no question it was blood or not. 

Q All right. Once that clothing is dried, then what do 

you do with it? 

A The clothing, I transport it back to the lab, put it 

inside the drying cabinet if it's necessary. Some clothing 

we'll recover we don't need to dry. So I can go ahead and 

impound that right away. In this particular case I did dry the 

clothes for like an overnight drying. And then I impounded 

them into evidence. 

Q Okay. A.~d the evidence that you impound in this 

case, did you impound the jacket and the tank-top, or the 

little top that came off the body of Victoria Whitmarsh? 
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And when you impound items, do you mark them in such 

a way as to identify them with this specific case? 

A Yes, I do. They're labeled with a specific case 

number. And on my impound -- we label our packages. My p 

number is 5947. So I label with, you know, my packages, 5947 

dash 1, 2, 3; in that type of order. 

Q Okay. And did you do that in this case? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Once you've photographed the body and the 

clothing, what other sorts of evidence do you collect with 

regard to the body, in this case, with regard to Victoria 

Whitmarsh at the autopsy? 

A On this particular case, when we when I did unzip 

the bag -- at certain scenes, the crime scene analysts that 

work the case through conferring with the detectives, they'll 

decide if it's a situation where they need to bag the hands. 

And in this particular case, her hands were covered. 

So what I did in this case was I collected -- at one 

point when we're ready, myself and the coroner tech will say, 

okay, we're ready to do the hands. Then I'll collect those 

bags, and we'll photograph the hands, the condition they are as 

they come out of the bag. And then we'll go ahead and collect 

the fingernails, depending if we need to. In some cases, the 

nails are too short. We might have to swab. In this case, we 
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did collect the fingernail clippings. 

And other swabs that we took were buccal swabs, trace 

evidence lifts from the bottom her feet. There was several 

other swabs taken, cervical, vaginal, mouth swabs, that type of 

thing. 

Q And did you clip her fingernails in this case? 

A Whenever I work down there, I always let -- anything 

that's cutting onto the body, the coroner tech does, and I do 

the assisting. So I'm standing there with my glassine paper. 

As Suzanne cut them, each one -- we collected them together. 

But I was the one receiving, and she was actually doing the 

clipping. 

Q Okay. And did you impound those? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Okay. With regard to any swabbing, can you describe 

to the jury what exactly you swabbed in this particular case? 

A Again, when it comes to the buccal swabs, that's 

taking like little skin cells, the epithelial cells from inside 

the mouth. I generally always do my own buccal swabs. There 

were some other swabs that were put in different orifices of 

the body. And in that case, I always have the coroner tech 

take care of those type of swabs. 

And then she'll go ahead and insert them. They 

usually leave them in place for about ten minutes to do a 

collection. Then we'll dry them, and then I receive those from 
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Suzanne. And I impounded those as well. 

Q Okay. Did you -- upon impounding all the evidence 

that was collected during the autopsy, did you do an impound 

report? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Evidence impound report? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Okay. And that was in conjunction with -- as you 

were collecting the evidence? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Would it refresh your recollection to look at 

your report to explain to the jury exactly what evidence you 

collected and impounded in this case? 

A Yes, it would. I have my impound in front of me, so 

if I could refer to that, I'd like to. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

BY MS. GRAHAM: 

Q Okay. If-

A Did you want me just to 

Q If you -

A do a basic, general, 

Q If you could -

A just through the impound report? 

Q just do a basic what you impounded in this 
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particular case. 

A Yes. When I do an impound from an autopsy, generally 

speaking I always put the buccal swab first. So that is my 

first item. It's in it's own package, the buccal swab. 

Q And that buccal swab came from? 

A From Victoria Whitmarsh's mouth. 

Q Okay. 

A And I collected that myself. Then I have another 

package where we've got some vaginal swabs, rectal swab, buccal 

swab, oral swab, pubic hair combings, fingernail clippings. 

And I -- that came from the body of Victoria Whitmarsh. And 

that's my second package. 

Q And just for the record, could you (indiscernible) 

the package number and 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

A The buccal swab was in 5947 dash 1, and that was the 

first package number. The second package number is 5947 dash 

2. That'S the one with the numerous different types of swabs, 

and fingernail clippings and combings. 

Q Okay. 

A And then my 5947 dash 3, Dr. Benjamin did something 

kind of unique. I had never seen it done before, but I had 

never -- she was new. And she, you know, came to our county 

with certain ways that she did stuff. So she actually did some 
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like liquid washes of the mouth and the vaginal area, so 

collected those from her. I did have to freeze those items, so 

I put them in a separate package. And those are my 5947 dash 

3. 

Q Okay. 

A And then I collected those two drawstring bags that 

were covering her hands. That's in the 5947 dash 4. 

Q And those are the hands that were covering the body 

(sic) once they were -- the body was unzipped, that were the 

hands were covered at the crime scene? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

A They took, and just covered the hands with these -

we have these hand protection bags, or little drawstring bags 

that we put on. 

Q Okay. 

A And that was my item 4. Then in -- prior -- you 

know, and during the course of photographing, sometimes you 

will end up seeing some pieces of trace evidence here or there. 

And we did notice that there was like a long black hair on the 

body, so I collected that. And that's in my package, 5947 dash 

5. 

Q And exactly where was that long hair found? 

A It was on the left side of the torso of Victoria 

Whitmarsh. 
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Q Okay. And in this case, you're familiar with what 

type of hair Victoria Whitmarsh has? 

A Yes. 

Q Did seem consistent with -

A It did, it did. She had long dark hair, and this 

hair was a long dark human hair. I mean, and at the time, we 

did believe that it was Victoria Whitmarsh's hair. 

Q Okay. And anything else that you impounded? 

A Yes. In viewing the body, also there were a couple 

of unusual what appeared to me and to Suzanne both like swipe 

type marks, or just unusual blood marks. So I did collect a 

swab of those of these swipe areas, and I impounded those as 

well. 

Q Okay. And where did those -- where did you observe 

those unusual swipes of blood from? 

A The one was on the left side of the torso, and the 

other one was on the inner side of the right thigh. 

Q Okay. And once you collect this evidence and 

let's see. Okay. And the next package that you -

A On the bottom of the feet were -- there was some 

trace type - you know, some fuzz, and this and that. And 

there was also blood. And so we made the decision that we were 

-- and with -- the detectives were right there too, that we 

thought it might be a good idea to do SOme trace lifts on her 

feet. 
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So it's this -- it's a big piece of like and-a-half 

by 11 adhesive paper. And we just put it on the bottom and 

peel it up, and then secure it. And that's what we generally 

use to collect trace with. And that's in my package, 5947 dash 

7, these two adhesive lifts from her feet. 

Q Okay. And what else did you impound? 

A At the scene the night before, they always use a 

sterile sheet, in order to collect any trace that might fall 

from the body. So we always at every autopsy, we collect these 

sterile sheets and impound those into evidence. So my next 

package, which was the 5947 B, is that sheet that was under the 

body inside the bag. I actually collected that and got that 

dried, and I impounded that. 

Q Okay. Now just for clarification, that white sheet 

is originally at the crime scene; is that what I'm 

understanding? 

A Whenever we have these major cases like this where 

we're going to have a sealed body bag, we always line the 

inside of the body bag with a sterile sheet. And that sterile 

sheet's purpose is, like I had said, anything trace, fibers, 

anything that might fall from the bag, this is like a place for 

it to all catch. So we always impound those. 

Q Okay. And that's what was in package 5947 dash 8? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And again, you impounded both the tank-top and 
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the long sleeved jacket that Victoria was wearing? 

A Yes. And in the final package were those two items 

of clothing. 

Q Okay. Now incidently, when you indicated that Dr. 

Benjamin was new, do you mean she was new to Clark County? 

A It was the first time I had - new to me, I should 

say. 

Q Okay. 

A Because I think she -- she had been working there, 

but this was the first occasion for me to -- I worked several 

cases with her. But new in the fact of a case in this 

particular way that I had never seen t~at done before. So I'm 

not really sure of the time line. But I know she was at the 

Clark County Coroner's Office for a short period of time. She 

came, was hired, worked there I believe a year or two. I don't 

know the time line. 

Q Okay. But you're not aware of her background prior 

to coming to -

A Oh, no. I don't know. 

Q Okay, Clark County? All right. 

MS. GRAHAM: Court's indulgence. 

THE WITNESS: May I pour myself a glass of water, 

please? 

THE COURT: Sure. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 
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MS. GRAHAM: I'll pass the witness at this time. 


MS. PALM: Your Honor, can we approach? 


THE COURT: All right. 


(Off-record bench conference) 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MS. PALM: 

Q Morning, Ms. Dahn. 

A Hi. 

Q The fingernail clippings that you collected from the 

decedent, you personally collected those? 

A I did. Suzanne clipped them, and I was standing 

there. And I personally collected those, yes. 

Q Okay. And is that because sometimes there might be 

DNA under a deceased person's fingerprints - or under their 

fingernails? 

A Yes. 

Q If they happen to scratch somebody, or somehow 

otherwise collected it? 

A Yes, malam. 

Q Okay. And you don't know whether any further testing 

waS done on that? 

A I do know that some testing was done. I found that 

out through Mr. Lalli. 

Q Okay. 

A And so I do know that there was some testing done on 
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the nails. 

Q Okay. But you weren't part of the testing on the 

nails? 

A NO, I was not. 

Q Okay. And do you rememher in this case that my 

investigator attempted to serve you with subpoenas for the 

other eSA's in the case? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Okay. And there was a little conflict at the time? 

A Yes, there was. 

Q Okay. And is that because there was a policy issue? 

A Yes. I was acting supervisor. And I actually 

deferred to another supervisor that was on for like about 20 

years. 1L~d there was like a policy issue, or something to that 

effect. I do have to say I didn't even realize at the time 

when those were trying to be served that it had anything to do 

with the case. And I actually just spoke to the investigator 

about that, that I had no clue that it was the same case. 

Q Okay. The same case that you were on, but you didn't 

know the other eSA's 

A I didn't realize, because I didn't check the event 

numher. I had no idea. 

Q Okay. 

MS. PALM: No further questions. Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 
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