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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 31, 2000 

Governor Ryan Declares Moratorium On Executions, Will Appoint Commission To Review 
Capital Punishment System 

CHICAGO -- Governor George H. Ryan today declared a moratorium on executions of any more 
Illinois Death Row inmates until a Commission he will appoint to conduct a review of the 
administration of the death penalty in Illinois can make recommendations to him. 

"I now favor a moratorium, because I have grave concerns about our state's shameful record of 
convicting innocent people and putting them on death row," Governor Ryan said. "And, I believe, 
many Illinois residents now feel that same deep reservation. I cannot support a system, which, in its 
administration, has proven to be so fraught with error and has come so close to the ultimate nightmare, 
the state's taking of innocent life. Thirteen people have been found to have been wrongfully 
convicted." 

Governor Ryan noted that while he still believes the death penalty is a proper societal response for 
crimes that shock sensibility, he believes Illinois residents are troubled by the persistent problems in 
the administration of capital punishment in Illinois. Since the death penalty was reinstated in Illinois in 
1977, 12 Death Row inmates have been executed while 13 have been exonerated. 

"How do you prevent another Anthony Porter -- another innocent man or woman from paying the 
ultimate penalty for a crime he or she did not commit?" Governor Ryan said referring to the former 
inmate whose execution was stayed by the Illinois Supreme Court after new evidence emerged 
clearing him of the capital offense. "Today, I cannot answer that question." 

Governor Ryan said he will not approve any more executions until this review of the administration of 
the death penalty is completed. 

"Until I can be sure that everyone sentenced to death in Illinois is truly guilty, until I can be sure with 
moral certainty that no innocent man or woman is facing a lethal injection, no one will meet that fate," 
Governor Ryan said. "I am a strong proponent of tough criminal penalties, of supporting laws and 
programs to help police and prosecutors keep dangerous criminals off the streets. We must ensure the 
public safety of our citizens but, in doing so, we must ensure that the ends of justice are served." 

While noting that the General Assembly, the Illinois Attorney General and the Illinois Supreme Court 
are all studying the death penalty issue and issuing reports and recommendations, Governor Ryan said 
more review and debate is critical. 

"As Governor, I am ultimately responsible, and although I respect all that these leaders have done and 
I will consider all that they say, I believe that a public dialogue must begin on the question of the 
fairness of the application of the death penalty in Illinois," Governor Ryan said. 

1 of I 
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1 
	

AN ACT concerning criminal law. 

	

2 
	

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois, 

	

3 	represented in the General Assembly: 

	

4 
	

Section 5. The State Finance Act is amended by adding 

	

5 	Section 5.786 as follows: 

	

6 
	

(30 ILCS 105/5.786 new) 

	

7 
	

Sec. 5.786. The Death Penalty Abolition Fund.  

	

8 
	

Section 10. The Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 is 

	

9 	amended by adding Section 119-1 as follows: 

	

10 	(725 ILCS 5/119-1 new) 

	

11 	Sec. 119-1. Death penalty abolished.  

	

12 	(a) Beginning on the effective date of this amendatory Act  

	

13 	of the 96th General Assembly, notwithstanding any other law to  

	

14 	the contrary, the death penalty is abolished and a sentence to  

	

15 	death may not be imposed.  

	

16 	(b) All unobligated and unexpended moneys remaining in the  

	

17 	Capital Litigation Trust Fund on the effective date of this  

	

18 	amendatory Act of the 96th General Assembly shall be  

	

19 	transferred into the Death Penalty Abolition Fund, a special  

	

20 	fund in the State treasury, to be expended by the Illinois  

	

21 	Criminal Justice Information Authority, for services for  
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1 	families of victims of homicide or murder and for training of  

2 	law enforcement personnel.  

3 
	

(725 ILCS 124/Act rep.) 

4 
	

Section 15. The Capital Crimes Litigation Act is repealed. 

5 
	

Section 97. Severability. The provisions of this Act are 

6 	severable under Section 1.31 of the Statute on Statutes. 

7 	Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect July 1, 

e 	2011, except that Section 15 takes effect January 1, 2012. 
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oV CON ü7.1  

Substitute Senate Bill No. 280 

Public Act No. 12-5 

AN ACT REVISING THE PENALTY FOR CAPITAL FELONIES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened: 

Section 1. Section 53a-54b of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted 
in lieu thereof (Effective from passage and applicable to crimes committed on or after said date): 

A person is guilty of [a capital felony] murder with special circumstances who is convicted 
of any of the following: (1) Murder of a member of the Division of State Police within the 
Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection or of any local police department, 
a chief inspector or inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a state marshal who is 
exercising authority granted under any provision of the general statutes, a judicial marshal 
in performance of the duties of a judicial marshal, a constable who performs criminal law 
enforcement duties, a special policeman appointed under section 29-18, a conservation 
officer or special conservation officer appointed by the Commissioner of Energy and 
Environmental Protection under the provisions of section 26-5, an employee of the 
Department of Correction or a person providing services on behalf of said department when 
such employee or person is acting within the scope of such employee's or person's 
employment or duties in a correctional institution or facility and the actor is confined in 
such institution or facility, or any firefighter, while such victim was acting within the scope 
of such victim's duties; (2) murder committed by a defendant who is hired to commit the 
same for pecuniary gain or murder committed by one who is hired by the defendant to 
commit the same for pecuniary gain; (3) murder committed by one who has previously been 
convicted of intentional murder or of murder committed in the course of commission of a 
felony; (4) murder committed by one who was, at the time of commission of the murder, 
under sentence of life imprisonment; (5) murder by a kidnapper of a kidnapped person 
during the course of the kidnapping or before such person is able to return or be returned to 
safety; (6) murder committed in the course of the commission of sexual assault in the first 
degree; (7) murder of two or more persons at the same time or in the course of a single 
transaction; or (8) murder of a person under sixteen years of age. 

Sec. 2. Section 53a-35a of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 
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For any felony committed on or after July 1, 1981, the sentence of imprisonment shall be a 
definite sentence and, unless the section of the general statutes that defines the crime 
specifically provides otherwise, the term shall be fixed by the court as follows: (1) (A) For a 
capital felony committed prior to the effective date of this section under the provisions of 
section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section, a term of life imprisonment 
without the possibility of release unless a sentence of death is imposed in accordance with 
section 53a-46a, as amended by this act, or (B) for the class A felony of murder with special 
circumstances committed on or after the effective date of this section under the provisions of 
section 53a-54b in effect on or after the effective date of this section, a term of life 
imprisonment without the possibility of release; (2) for the class A felony of murder, a term 
not less than twenty-five years nor more than life; (3) for the class A felony of aggravated 
sexual assault of a minor under section 53a-70c, a tern 	L not less than twenty-five years or 
more than fifty years; (4) for a class A felony other than an offense specified in subdivision 
(2) or (3) of this section, a term not less than ten years nor more than twenty-five years; (5) 
for the class B felony of manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under section 53a-
55a, a term not less than five years nor more than forty years; (6) for a class B felony other 
than manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under section 53a-55a, a term not less 
than one year nor more than twenty years; (7) for a class C felony, a term not less than one 
year nor more than ten years; (8) for a class D felony, a term not less than one year nor more 
than five years; and (9) for an unclassified felony, a term in accordance with the sentence 
specified in the section of the general statutes that defines the crime. 

Sec. 3. Section 53a-35b of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

A sentence of [imprisonment for life shall mean] life imprisonment means a definite 
sentence of sixty years, unless the sentence is life imprisonment without the possibility of 
release, imposed pursuant to [subsection (g) of section 53a -46a1 subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a, as amended by this act, in which case the sentence shall be 
imprisonment for the remainder of the defendant's natural life. 

Sec. 4. Subsection (a) of section 53a-45 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is 
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) Murder is punishable as a class A felony in accordance with subdivision (2) of section 53a 
-35a, as amended by this act, unless it is a capital felony committed prior to the effective date 
of this section, punishable in accordance with subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 
53a-35a, as amended by this act, murder with special circumstances committed on or after 
the effective date of this section, punishable as a class A felony in accordance with 
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a, as amended by this act, or murder 
under section 53a-54d. 

Sec. 5. Subsection (a) of section 53a-46a of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) A person shall be subjected to the penalty of death for a capital felony committed prior to 
the effective date of this section under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the  
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effective date of this section only if a hearing is held in accordance with the provisions of 
this section. 

Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of section 53a-46b of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) Any sentence of death imposed in accordance with the provisions of section 53a-46a as 
amended by this act, shall be reviewed by the Supreme Court pursuant to its rules. In 
addition to its authority to correct errors at trial, the Supreme Court shall either affirm the 
sentence of death or vacate said sentence and remand for imposition of a sentence in 
accordance with subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a, as amended by this 
act. 

Sec. 7. Subsection (c) of section 53a-54a of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(c) Murder is punishable as a class A felony in accordance with subdivision (2) of section 53a 
-35a, as amended by this act, unless it is a capital felony committed prior to the effective date 
of this section, punishable in accordance with subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 
53a-35a, as amended by this act, murder with special circumstances committed on or after  
the effective date of this section, punishable as a class A felony in accordance with 
subparagraph (B) of subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a, as amended by this act, or murder 
under section 53a-54d. 

Sec. 8. Subdivision (2) of subsection (j) of section 10-145b of the 2012 supplement to the 
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 
passage): 

(2) When the Commissioner of Education is notified, pursuant to section 10-149a or 17a-101i, 
that a person holding a certificate, authorization or permit issued by the State Board of 
Education under the provisions of sections 10-144o to 10-149, inclusive, has been convicted 
of (A) a capital felony, [pursuant to] under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to 
the effective date of this section, (B) arson murder, pursuant to section 53a-54d, (C) a class A 
felony, (D) a class B felony, except a violation of section 53a-122, 53a-252 or 53a-291, (E) a 
crime involving an act of child abuse or neglect as described in section 46b-120, or (F) a 
violation of section 53-21, 53-37a, 53a-60b, 53a-60c, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-73a, 53a-88, 
53a-90a, 53a-99, 53a-103a, 53a-181c, 53a-191, 53a-196, 53a-196c, 53a-216, 53a-217b or 21a-278 
or subsection (a) of section 21a-277, any certificate, permit or authorization issued by the 
State Board of Education and held by such person shall be deemed revoked and the 
commissioner shall notify such person of such revocation, provided such person may 
request reconsideration pursuant to regulations adopted by the State Board of Education, in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. As part of such reconsideration process, the 
board shall make the initial determination as to whether to uphold or overturn the 
revocation. The commissioner shall make the final determination as to whether to uphold or 
overturn the revocation. 
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Sec. 9. Section 10-145i of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes is repealed and the 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 10-144o to 10-146b, inclusive, and 10-149, the 
State Board of Education shall not issue or reissue any certificate, authorization or permit 
pursuant to said sections if (1) the applicant for such certificate, authorization or permit has 
been convicted of any of the following: (A) A capital felony, as defined (in] under the  
provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section; (B) arson 
murder, as defined in section 53a-54d; (C) any class A felony; (D) any class B felony except a 
violation of section 53a-122, 53a-252 or 53a-291; (E) a crime involving an act of child abuse or 
neglect as described in section 46b-120; or (F) a violation of section 53-21, 53-37a, 53a-60b, 
53a-60c, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-73a, 53a-88, 53a-90a, 53a-99, 53a-103a, 53a-181c, 53a-
191, 53a-196, 53a-196c, 53a-216, 53a-217b or 21a-278 or a violation of subsection (a) of section 
21a-277, and (2) the applicant completed serving the sentence for such conviction within the 
five years immediately preceding the date of the application. 

Sec. 10. Subsection (a) of section 46b-127 of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes is 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) The court shall automatically transfer from the docket for juvenile matters to the regular 
criminal docket of the Superior Court the case of any child charged with the commission of a 
capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of 
this section, a class A or B felony or a violation of section 53a-54d, provided such offense 
was committed after such child attained the age of fourteen years and counsel has been 
appointed for such child if such child is indigent. Such counsel may appear with the child 
but shall not be permitted to make any argument or file any motion in opposition to the 
transfer. The child shall be arraigned in the regular criminal docket of the Superior Court at 
the next court date following such transfer, provided any proceedings held prior to the 
finalization of such transfer shall be private and shall be conducted in such parts of the 
courthouse or the building wherein court is located as shall be separate and apart from the 
other parts of the court which are then being held for proceedings pertaining to adults 
charged with crimes. The file of any case so transferred shall remain sealed until the end of 
the tenth working day following such arraignment unless the state's attorney has filed a 
motion pursuant to this subsection, in which case such file shall remain sealed until the 
court makes a decision on the motion. A state's attorney may, not later than ten working 
days after such arraignment, file a motion to transfer the case of any child charged with the 
commission of a class B felony or a violation of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 
53a-70 to the docket for juvenile matters for proceedings in accordance with the provisions 
of this chapter. The court sitting for the regular criminal docket shall, after hearing and not 
later than ten working days after the filing of such motion, decide such motion. 

Sec. 11. Subsection (a) of section 46b-133 of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes is 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) Nothing in this part shall be construed as preventing the arrest of a child, with or without 
a warrant, as may be provided by law, or as preventing the issuance of warrants by judges 
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in the manner provided by section 54-2a, as amended by this act, except that no child shall 
be taken into custody on such process except on apprehension in the act, or on speedy 
information, or in other cases when the use of such process appears imperative. Whenever a 
child is arrested and charged with a crime, such child may be required to submit to the 
taking of his photograph, physical description and fingerprints. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of section 46b-124, the name, photograph and custody status of any child arrested 
for the commission of a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior 
to the effective date of this section or class A felony may be disclosed to the public. 

Sec. 12. Subsection (c) of section 51-36 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is 
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(c) (1) In any case in which a person has been convicted of a felony, other than a capital 
felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this  
section or murder with special circumstances under the provisions of section 53a-54b, as  
amended by this act, in effect on or after the effective date of this section, the official records 
of evidence or judicial proceedings in the court may be destroyed upon the expiration of 
twenty years from the date of imposition of the sentence in such case or upon the expiration 
of the sentence imposed upon such person, whichever is later. 

(2) In any case in which a person has been convicted after trial of a capital felony under the  
provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section or murder 
with special circumstances under the provisions of section 53a-54b, as amended by this act,  
in effect on or after the effective date of this section, the official records of evidence or 
judicial proceedings in the court may be destroyed upon the expiration of seventy-five years 
from the date of imposition of the sentence in such case. 

(3) In any case in which a person has been found not guilty, or in any case that has been 
dismissed or was not prosecuted, the court may order the destruction or disposal of all 
exhibits entered in such case upon the expiration of ninety days from the date of final 
disposition of such case, unless a prior disposition of such exhibits has been ordered 
pursuant to section 54-36a. In any case in which a nolle has been entered, the court may 
order the destruction or disposal of all exhibits entered in such case upon the expiration of 
thirteen months from the date of final disposition of such case. Not less than thirty days 
prior to the scheduled destruction or disposal of exhibits under this subdivision, the clerk of 
the court shall send notice to all parties and any party may request a hearing on the issue of 
such destruction or disposal before the court in which the matter is pending. 

(4) In any case in which a person has been convicted of a misdemeanor or has been 
adjudicated a youthful offender, the court may order the destruction or disposal of all 
exhibits entered in such case upon the expiration of ten years from the date of imposition of 
the sentence in such case or upon the expiration of the sentence imposed on such person, 
whichever is later, unless a prior disposition of such exhibits has been ordered pursuant to 
section 54-36a. Not less than thirty days prior to the scheduled destruction or disposal of 
exhibits under this subdivision, the clerk of the court shall send notice to all parties and any 
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party may request a hearing on the issue of such destruction or disposal before the court in 
which the matter is pending. 

(5) In any case in which a person is charged with multiple offenses, no destruction or 
disposal of exhibits may be ordered under this subsection until the longest applicable 
retention period under this subsection has expired. The provisions of this subdivision and 
subdivisions (3), (4) and (6) of this subsection shall apply to any criminal or motor vehicle 
case disposed of before, on or after October 1, 2006. 

(6) The retention period for the official records of evidence and exhibits in any habeas 
corpus proceeding, petition for a new trial or other proceeding arising out of a criminal case 
in which a person has been convicted shall be the same as the applicable retention period 
under this subsection for the criminal case from which such proceeding or petition arose. 

(7) For the purposes of this subsection, "sentence" includes any period of incarceration, 
parole, special parole or probation. 

Sec. 13. Subsection (b) of section 51-199 of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(b) The following matters shall be taken directly to the Supreme Court: (1) Any matter 
brought pursuant to the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under section 2 of article 
sixteen of the amendments to the Constitution; (2) an appeal in any matter where the 
Superior Court declares invalid a state statute or a provision of the state Constitution; (3) an 
appeal in any criminal action involving a conviction for a capital felony under the provisions 
of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section, class A felony [,] or any 
other felony, including any persistent offender status, for which the maximum sentence 
which may be imposed exceeds twenty years; (4) review of a sentence of death pursuant to 
section 53a-46b, as amended by this act; (5) any election or primary dispute brought to the 
Supreme Court pursuant to section 9-323 or 9-325; (6) an appeal of any reprimand or censure 
of a probate judge pursuant to section 45a-65; (7) any matter regarding judicial removal or 
suspension pursuant to section 51-51j; (8) an appeal of any decision of the Judicial Review 
Council pursuant to section 51-51r; (9) any matter brought to the Supreme Court pursuant to 
section 52-265a; (10) writs of error; and (11) any other matter as provided by law. 

Sec. 14. Section 51-246 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

In the trial of any [capital case or any case involving imprisonment for life] case involving a  
crime punishable by death, life imprisonment without the possibility of release or life  
imprisonment, the court may, in its discretion, require the jury to remain together in the 
charge of judicial marshals during the trial and until the jury is discharged by the court from 
further consideration of the case. 

Sec. 15. Section 51-286c of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 
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The state's attorney for any judicial district may employ one or more detectives to 
investigate for the purpose of discovering the perpetrators of any crime committed within 
this state, whenever the penalty for such crime is capital punishment, [Or imprisonment in 
the Connecticut Correctional Institution, Somers] life imprisonment without the possibility  
of release or life imprisonment. The expenses incurred in the employment of such detectives 
shall be paid from the State Treasury on an order from the state's attorney employing them. 

Sec. 16. Subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 52-434 of the general statutes is repealed 
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effe ctive from passage): 

(a) (1) Each judge of the Supreme Court, each judge of the Appellate Court, each judge of the 
Superior Court and each judge of the Court of Common Pleas who ceases or has ceased to 
hold office because of retirement other than under the provisions of section 51-49 and who is 
an elector and a resident of this state shall be a state referee for the remainder of such judge's 
term of office as a judge and shall be eligible for appointment as a state referee during the 
remainder of such judge's life in the manner prescribed by law for the appointment of a 
judge of the court of which such judge is a member. The Superior Court may refer any civil, 
nonjury case or with the written consent of the parties or their attorneys, any civil jury case 
pending before the court in which the issues have been closed to a judge trial referee who 
shall have and exercise the powers of the Superior Court in respect to trial, judgment and 
appeal in the case, and any proceeding resulting from a demand for a trial de novo pursuant 
to subsection (e) of section 52-549z may be referred without the consent of the parties to a 
judge trial referee who has been specifically designated to hear such proceedings pursuant 
to subsection (b) of this section. The Superior Court may, with the consent of the parties or 
their attorneys, refer any criminal case to a judge trial referee who shall have and exercise 
the powers of the Superior Court in respect to trial, judgment, sentencing and appeal in the 
case, except that the Superior Court may, without the consent of the parties or their 
attorneys, (A) refer any criminal case, other than a criminal jury trial, to a judge trial referee 
assigned to a geographical area criminal court session, and (B) refer any criminal case, other 
than a class A or B felony or capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect 
prior to the effective date of this section, to a judge trial referee to preside over the jury 
selection process and any voir dire examination conducted in such case, unless good cause is 
shown not to refer. 

Sec. 17. Subsection (b) of section 53a-25 of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(b) Felonies are classified for the purposes of sentence as follows: (1) Class A, (2) class B, (3) 
class C, (4) class D, (5) unclassified and (6) capital felonies under the provisions of section 
53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section. 

Sec. 18. Subsection (a) of section 53a-30 of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) When imposing sentence of probation or conditional discharge, the court may, as a 
condition of the sentence, order that the defendant: (1) Work faithfully at a suitable 
employment or faithfully pursue a course of study or of vocational training that will equip 
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the defendant for suitable employment; (2) undergo medical or psychiatric treatment and 
remain in a specified institution, when required for that purpose; (3) support the defendant's 
dependents and meet other family obligations; (4) make restitution of the fruits of the 
defendant's offense or make restitution, in an amount the defendant can afford to pay or 
provide in a suitable manner, for the loss or damage caused thereby and the court may fix 
the amount thereof and the manner of perforniance; (5) if a minor, (A) reside with the 
minor's parents or in a suitable foster home, (B) attend school, and (C) contribute to the 
minor's own support in any home or foster home; (6) post a bond or other security for the 
perfoimance of any or all conditions imposed; (7) refrain from violating any criminal law of 
the United States, this state or any other state; (8) if convicted of a misdemeanor or a felony, 
other than a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the  
effective date of this section, a class A felony or a violation of section 21a-278, 21a-278a, 53a- 
55, 53a-56, 53a-56b, 53a-57, 53a-58 or 53a-70b or any offense for which there is a mandatory 
minimum sentence which may not be suspended or reduced by the court, and any sentence 
of imprisonment is suspended, participate in an alternate incarceration program; (9) reside 
in a residential community center or halfway house approved by the Commissioner of 
Correction, and contribute to the cost incident to such residence; (10) participate in a 
program of community service labor in accordance with section 53a-39c; (11) participate in a 
program of community service in accordance with section 51-181c; (12) if convicted of a 
violation of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 53-21, section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-
70b, 53a-71, 53a-72a or 53a-72b, undergo specialized sexual offender treatment; (13) if 
convicted of a criminal offense against a victim who is a minor, a nonviolent sexual offense 
or a sexually violent offense, as defined in section 54-250, or of a felony that the court finds 
was committed for a sexual purpose, as provided in section 54-254, register such person's 
identifying factors, as defined in section 54-250, with the Commissioner of Emergency 
Services and Public Protection when required pursuant to section 54-251, 54-252 or 54-253, 
as the case may be; (14) be subject to electronic monitoring, which may include the use of a 
global positioning system; (15) if convicted of a violation of section 46a-58, 53-37a, 53a-181j, 
53a-181k or 53a-1811, participate in an anti-bias crime education program; (16) if convicted of 
a violation of section 53-247, undergo psychiatric or psychological counseling or participate 
in an animal cruelty prevention and education program provided such a program exists and 
is available to the defendant; or (17) satisfy any other conditions reasonably related to the 
defendant's rehabilitation. The court shall cause a copy of any such order to be delivered to 
the defendant and to the probation officer, if any. 

Sec. 19. Subsection (a) of section 53a-39a of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) In all cases where a defendant has been convicted of a misdemeanor or a felony, other 
than a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective  
date of this section, a class A felony or a violation of section 21a-278, 21a-278a, 53a-55, 53a- 
56, 53a-56b, 53a-57, 53a-58 or 53a-70b or any other offense for which there is a mandatory 
minimum sentence which may not be suspended or reduced by the court, after trial or by a 
plea of guilty without trial, and a term of imprisonment is part of a stated plea agreement or 
the statutory penalty provides for a term of imprisonment, the court may, in its discretion, 
order an assessment for placement in an alternate incarceration program under contract 
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with the Judicial Department. If the Court Support Services Division recommends 
placement in an alternate incarceration program, it shall also submit to the court a proposed 
alternate incarceration plan. Upon completion of the assessment, the court shall determine 
whether such defendant shall be ordered to participate in such program as an alternative to 
incarceration. If the court determines that the defendant shall participate in such program, 
the court shall suspend any sentence of imprisonment and shall make participation in the 
alternate incarceration program a condition of probation as provided in section 53a-30, as  
amended by this act. 

Sec. 20. Subsection (a) of section 53a-40d of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) A persistent offender of crimes involving assault, stalking, trespass, threatening, 
harassment, criminal violation of a protective order or criminal violation of a restraining 
order is a person who (1) stands convicted of assault under section 53a-61, stalking under 
section 53a-181d, threatening under section 53a-62, harassment under section 53a-183, 
criminal violation of a protective order under section 53a-223, criminal violation of a 
restraining order under section 53a-223b or criminal trespass under section 53a-107 or 53a-
108, and (2) has, (A) been convicted of a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-
54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section, a class A felony, a class B felony, 
except a conviction under section 53a-86 or 53a-122, a class C felony, except a conviction 
under section 53a-87, 53a-152 or 53a-153, or a class D felony under sections 53a-60 to 53a-60c, 
inclusive, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-95, 53a-103, 53a-103a, 53a-114, 53a-136 or 53a-216, assault 
under section 53a-61, stalking under section 53a-181d, threatening under section 53a-62, 
harassment under section 53a-183, criminal violation of a protective order under section 53a-
223, criminal violation of a restraining order under section 53a-223b, or criminal trespass 
under section 53a-107 or 53a-108, (B) been convicted in any other state of any crime the 
essential elements of which are substantially the same as any of the crimes enumerated in 
subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, or (C) been released from incarceration with respect to 
such conviction. 

Sec. 21. Section 53a-46d of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

A victim impact statement prepared with the assistance of a victim advocate to be placed in 
court files in accordance with subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 54-220 may be read 
in court prior to imposition of sentence upon a defendant found guilty of a crime punishable 
by death or life imprisonment without the possibility of release. 

Sec. 22. Subsection (a) of section 53a-182b of the general statutes is repealed and the 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effe ctive from passage): 

(a) A person is guilty of harassment in the first degree when, with the intent to harass, 
annoy, alarm or terrorize another person, he threatens to kill or physically injure that person 
or any other person, and communicates such threat by telephone, or by telegraph, mail, 
computer network, as defined in section 53a-250, or any other form of written 
communication, in a manner likely to cause annoyance or alarm and has been convicted of a 
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capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of 
this section, a class A felony, a class B felony, except a conviction under section 53a-86 or 53a 
-122, a class C felony, except a conviction under section 53a-87, 53a-152 or 53a-153, or a class 
D felony under sections 53a-60 to 33a-60c, inclusive, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-95, 53a-103, 53a-
103a, 53a-114, 53a-136 or 53a-216. For the purposes of this section, "convicted" means having 
a judgment of conviction entered by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 23. Subsection (a) of section 53a-217d of the general statutes is repealed and the 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) A person is guilty of criminal possession of body armor when he possesses body armor 
and has been (1) convicted of a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in 
effect prior to the effective date of this section, a class A felony, except a conviction under 
section 53a-196a, a class B felony, except a conviction under section 53a-86, 53a-122 or 53a-
196b, a class C felony, except a conviction under section 53a-87, 53a-152 or 53a-153 or a class 
D felony under sections 53a-60 to 53a-60c, inclusive, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-95, 53a-103, 53a-
103a, 53a-114, 53a-136 or 53a-216, or (2) convicted as delinquent for the commission of a 
serious juvenile offense, as defined in section 46b-120. 

Sec. 24. Subsection (b) of section 54-2a of the general statutes is repealed and the following is 
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(b) The court, judge or judge trial referee issuing a bench warrant for the arrest of the person 
or persons complained against shall, in cases punishable by death, life imprisonment 
without the possibility of release or life imprisonment, set the conditions of release or 
indicate that the person or persons named in the warrant shall not be entitled to bail and 
may, in all other cases, set the conditions of release. The conditions of release, if included in 
the warrant, shall fix the first of the following conditions which the court, judge or judge 
trial referee finds necessary to assure such person's appearance in court: (1) Written promise 
to appear; (2) execution of a bond without surety in no greater amount than necessary; or (3) 
execution of a bond with surety in no greater amount than necessary. 

Sec. 25. Subsection (a) of section 54-46a of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) No person charged by the state, who has not been indicted by a grand jury prior to May 
26, 1983, shall be put to plea or held to trial for any crime punishable by death, life 
imprisonment without the possibility of release or life imprisonment unless the court at a 
preliminary hearing determines there is probable cause to believe that the offense charged 
has been committed and that the accused person has committed it. The accused person may 
knowingly and voluntarily waive such preliminary hearing to determine probable cause. 

Sec. 26. Section 54-82 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) In any criminal case, prosecution or proceeding, the [party] accused may, if [he] the 
accused so elects when called upon to plead, be tried by the court instead of by the jury; and, 
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in such case, the court shall have jurisdiction to hear and try such case and render judgment 
and sentence thereon. 

(b) If the accused is charged with a crime punishable by death, [or imprisonment for] life 
imprisonment without the possibility of release or life imprisonment  and elects to be tried 
by the court, the court shall be composed of three judges to be designated by the Chief Court 
Administrator, or [his] the Chief Court Administrator's  designee, who shall name one such 
judge to preside over the trial. Such judges, or a majority of them, shall have power to 
decide all questions of law and fact arising upon the trial and render judgment accordingly. 

(c) If the [party] accused does not elect to be tried by the court, [he] the accused  shall be tried 
by a jury of six except that no person [,1 charged with an offense which is punishable by 
death,  life imprisonment without the possibility of release  or life imprisonment, shall be 
tried by a jury of less than twelve without [his] such person's  consent. 

Sec. 27. Section 54-82g of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

The accused may challenge peremptorily, in any criminal trial before the Superior Court for 
any offense punishable by death or life imprisonment without the possibility of release, 
twenty-five jurors; for any offense punishable by [imprisonment for] life imprisonment,  
fifteen jurors; for any offense the punishment for which may be imprisonment for more than 
one year and for less than life, six jurors; and for any other offense, three jurors. In any 
criminal trial in which the accused is charged with more than one count on the information 
or where there is more than one information, the number of challenges is determined by the 
count carrying the highest maximum punishment. The state, on the trial of any criminal 
prosecution, may challenge peremptorily the same number of jurors as the accused. 

Sec. 28. Subsection (a) of section 54-82h of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) In any criminal prosecution to be tried to the jury in the Superior Court if it appears to 
the court that the trial is likely to be protracted, the court may, in its discretion, direct that, 
after a jury has been selected, two or more additional jurors shall be added to the jury panel, 
to be known as "alternate jurors". Such alternate jurors shall have the same qualifications 
and be selected and subject to examination and challenge in the same manner and to the 
same extent as the jurors constituting the regular panel, provided, in any case when the 
court directs the selection of alternate jurors, the number of peremptory challenges allowed 
shall be as follows: In any criminal prosecution the state and the accused may each 
peremptorily challenge thirty jurors if the offense for which the accused is arraigned is 
punishable by death or life imprisonment without the possibility of release,  eighteen jurors 
if the offense is punishable by life imprisonment, eight jurors if the offense is punishable by 
imprisonment for more than one year and for less than life, and four jurors in any other case. 

Sec. 29. Section 54-83 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effe 	from passage): 
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No person may be convicted of any crime punishable by death or life imprisonment without 
the possibility of release without the testimony of at least two witnesses, or that which is 
equivalent thereto. 

Sec. 30. Subsection (a) of section 54-91a of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Efftctive from passage): 

(a) No defendant convicted of a crime, other than a capital felony under the provisions of 
section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section or murder with special 
circumstances under the provisions of section 53a-54b, as amended by this act, in effect on or 
after the effective date of this section, the punishment for which may include imprisonment 
for more than one year, may be sentenced, or the defendant's case otherwise disposed of, 
until a written report of investigation by a probation officer has been presented to and 
considered by the court, if the defendant is so convicted for the first time in this state; but 
any court may, in its discretion, order a presentence investigation for a defendant convicted 
of any crime or offense other than a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in 
effect prior to the effective date of this section or murder with special circumstances under 
the provisions of section 53a-54b, as amended by this act, in effect on or after the effective  
date of this section. 

Sec. 31. Subsection (b) of section 54-102jj of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effe ctive from passage): 

(b) Upon the conviction of a person of a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-
54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section or murder with special circumstances  
under the provisions of section 53a-54b, as amended by this act, in effect on or after the  
effective date of this section or the conviction of a person of a crime after trial, or upon order 
of the court for good cause shown, the state police, all local police departments, any agent of 
the state police or a local police department and any other person to whom biological 
evidence has been transferred shall preserve all biological evidence acquired during the 
course of the investigation of such crime for the term of such person's incarceration. 

Sec. 32. Subsection (b) of section 54-125a of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes is 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(b) (1) No person convicted of any of the following offenses, which was committed on or 
after July 1, 1981, shall be eligible for parole under subsection (a) of this section: (A) Capital 
felony, as provided [in] under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective 
date of this section, (B) murder with special circumstances, as provided under the provisions 
of section 53a-54b, as amended by this act, in effect on or after the effective date of this 
section, (C) felony murder, as provided in section 53a-54c, (D) arson murder, as provided in 
section 53a-54d, 1E) murder, as provided in section 53a-54a, as amended by this act, or (F)  
aggravated sexual assault in the first degree, as provided in section 53a-70a. (2) A person 
convicted of (A) a violation of section 53a-100aa or 53a-102, or (B) an offense, other than an 
offense specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection, where the underlying facts and 
circumstances of the offense involve the use, attempted use or threatened use of physical 
force against another person shall be ineligible for parole under subsection (a) of this section 
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until such person has served not less than eighty-five per cent of the definite sentence 
imposed less any risk reduction credit earned under the provisions of section 18-98e. 

Sec. 33. Subsection (d) of section 54-125d of the general statutes is repealed and the 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, a sentencing court may refer any 
person convicted of an offense other than a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a 
-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section or a class A felony who is an alien to 
the Board of Pardons and Paroles for deportation under this section. 

Sec. 34. Section 54-131b of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in 
lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

The Board of Pardons and Paroles may release on medical parole any inmate serving any 
sentence of imprisonment, except an inmate convicted of a capital felony [as defined in] 
under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of this section or 
murder with special circumstances under the provisions of section 53a-54b, as amended by  
this act, in effect on or after the effective date of this section, who has been diagnosed 
pursuant to section 54-131c as suffering from a terminal condition, disease or syndrome, and 
is so debilitated or incapacitated by such condition, disease or syndrome as to be physically 
incapable of presenting a danger to society. Notwithstanding any provision of the general 
statutes to the contrary, the Board of Pardons and Paroles may release such inmate at any 
time during the term of [his] such inmate's sentence. 

Sec. 35. Subsection (a) of section 54-131k of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) The Board of Pardons and Paroles may grant a compassionate parole release to any 
inmate serving any sentence of imprisonment, except an inmate convicted of a capital felony 
[, as defined in] under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of 
this section or murder with special circumstances under the provisions of section 53a-54b, as  
amended by this act, in effect on or after the effective date of this section, if it finds that such 
inmate (1) is so physically or mentally debilitated, incapacitated or infirm as a result of 
advanced age or as a result of a condition, disease or syndrome that is not terminal as to be 
physically incapable of presenting a danger to society, and (2) (A) has served not less than 
one-half of such inmate's definite or aggregate sentence, or (B) has served not less than one-
half of such inmate's remaining definite or aggregate sentence after commutation of the 
original sentence by the Board of Pardons and Paroles. 

Sec. 36. Subsection (a) of section 54-193 of the general statutes is repealed and the following 
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 

(a) There shall be no limitation of time within which a person may be prosecuted for (1) a 
capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to the effective date of 
this section, a class A felony or a violation of section 53a-54d or 53a-169, (2) a violation of 
section 53a-165aa or 53a-166 in which such person renders criminal assistance to another 
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person who has committed an offense set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection, or (3) a 
violation of section 53a-156 committed during a proceeding that results in the conviction of 
another person subsequently determined to be actually innocent of the offense or offenses of 
which such other person was convicted. 

Sec. 37. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The Commissioner of Correction shall place an 
inmate on special circumstances high security status and house the inmate in administrative 
segregation until a reclassification process is completed under subsection (b) of this section, 
if (1) the inmate is convicted of the class A felony of murder with special circumstances 
committed on or after the effective date of this section under the provisions of section 53a-
54b of the general statutes, as amended by this act, in effect on or after the effective date of 
this section, and sentenced to a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of release, 
or (2) the inmate is in the custody of the Commissioner of Correction for a capital felony 
committed prior to the effective date of this section under the provisions of section 53a-54b 
of the general statutes in effect prior to the effective date of this section for which a sentence 
of death is imposed in accordance with section 53a-46a of the general statutes, as amended 
by this act, and such inmate's sentence is (A) reduced to a sentence of life imprisonment 
without the possibility of release by a court of competent jurisdiction, or (B) commuted to a 
sentence of life imprisonment without the possibility of release. 

(b) The commissioner shall establish a reclassification process for the purposes of this 
section. The reclassification process shall include an assessment of the risk an inmate 
described in subsection (a) of this section poses to staff and other inmates, and an 
assessment of whether such risk requires the inmate's placement in administrative 
segregation or protective custody. If the commissioner places such inmate in administrative 
segregation pursuant to such assessment, the commissioner shall require the inmate to 
complete the administrative segregation program operated by the commissioner. 

(c) (1) The commissioner shall place such inmate in a housing unit for the maximum security 
population if, after completion of such reclassification process, the commissioner determines 
such placement is appropriate, provided the commissioner (A) maintains the inmate on 
special circumstances high security status, (B) houses the inmate separate from inmates who 
are not on special circumstances high security status, and (C) imposes conditions of 
confinement on such inmate which shall include, but not be limited to, conditions that 
require (i) that the inmate's movements be escorted or monitored, (ii) movement of the 
inmate to a new cell at least every ninety days, (iii) at least two searches of the inmate's cell 
each week, (iv) that no contact be permitted during the inmate's social visits, (v) that the 
inmate be assigned to work assignments that are within the assigned housing unit, and (vi) 
that the inmate be allowed no more than two hours of recreational activity per day. 

(2) The commissioner shall conduct an annual review of such inmate's conditions of 
confinement within such housing unit and the commissioner may, for compelling 
correctional management or safety reasons, modify any condition of confinement, subject to 
the requirements of subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of this subsection. 
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(d) Not later than January 2, 2013, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit a 
report to the General Assembly, in accordance with section 11-4a of the general statutes, 
regarding the number of inmates in such classification as of December first of the year prior 
to the year in which the report is due, the location of each such inmate, and the specific 
conditions of confinement imposed on each such inmate pursuant to this section. 

Sec. 38. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The provisions of subsection (t) of section 1-1 of the 
general statutes and section 54-194 of the general statutes shall apply and be given full force 
and effect with respect to a capital felony committed prior to the effective date of this section 
under the provisions of section 53a-54b of the general statutes in effect prior to the effective 
date of this section. 

Approved April 25, 2012 
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April ii, 2012 

Death Penalty Repeal Goes to 
Connecticut Governor 
By PETER APPLEBOME 

HARTFORD — After more than nine hours of debate, the Connecticut House of 
Representatives voted on Wednesday to repeal the state's death penalty, following a similar 
vote in the State Senate last week. Gov . Dannel P. Malloy, a Democrat, has said he will sign 
the bill, which would make Connecticut the 17th state — the 5th in five years — to abolish 
capital punishment for future cases. 

Mr. Malloy's signature will leave New Hampshire and Pennsylvania as the only states in the 
Northeast that still have the death penalty. New Jersey repealed it in 2007. New York's 
statute was ruled unconstitutional by the state's highest court  in 2004, and lawmakers have 
not moved to fix the law. 

The vote, after more than two decades of debate and the 2009 veto of a similar bill by the 
governor at the time, M. Jodi Rell, a Republican, came against the backdrop of one of the 
state's most horrific crimes: a 2007 home invasion in Cheshire in which Jennifer 
Hawke-Petit and her daughters, Hayley, 17, and Michaela, 11, were held hostage and 
murdered, two of the three raped, and their house set afire by two habitual criminals who 
are now on death row. Ms. Hawke-Petit's husband, Dr. William A. Petit Jr., who was badly 
beaten but escaped, has since been an ardent advocate for keeping the death penalty. 

The bill exempts the 11 men currently on death row, including Joshua Komisarjevsky and 
Steven J. Hayes, the men convicted of the Petit murders. 

The measure was approved by a vote of 86 to 62, largely along party lines. 

The legislation will make life in prison without possibility of parole the state's harshest 
punishment. It mandates that those given life without parole be incarcerated separately 
from other inmates and be limited to two hours a day outside the prison cell. 

In a statement released late Wednesday night, Governor Malloy said the repeal put 
Connecticut in the same position as nearly every other industrialized nation on the death 
penalty. 

"For decades, we have not had a workable death penalty," he said, noting that only one 
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person has been executed in Connecticut in the last 52 years. "Going forward, we will have a 
system that allows us to put these people away for life, in living conditions  none of us would 
want to experience. Let's throw away the key and have them spend the rest of their natural 
lives in jail." 

Thirteen proposed amendments from supporters of capital punishment, most of which 
would have allowed the death penalty in certain cases, were defeated during the debate, in 
which many legislators told personal stories of the effects of violent crime. The lawmakers 
also invoked a wide variety of people, from mass murderers to Immanuel Kant to Sir 
Thomas More. 

State Representative Patricia M. Widlitz, a Democrat from Branford and Guilford, said that 
like many members, she was torn over her vote. But she recalled a murder in her 
community and the difficulty residents went through in explaining it to local children. "I 
just couldn't reconcile telling them that it's O.K. for the government to kill after teaching 
them that killing is wrong, it's unacceptable, it's immoral," she said. 

She added that the killer was sentenced to life without parole. "I think in many ways, that is 
a death sentence, with no chance of parole, no chance of doing anything with your life," she 
said. 

Republican critics of the bill said the exemption for those currently awaiting execution cast 
a cloud over the vote, both because it undercut the moral argument of death penalty 
opponents and because future appeals or government action had the potential to spare the 
11 men. 

"Let's not mislead the public; let's not mislead ourselves" said the House minority leader, 
Lawrence Cafero Jr., of Norwalk. "If it is the will of this chamber that this state is no longer 
in the business of executing people, then let's say it and do it. You cannot have it both ways." 

But Democratic legislators — swayed by at least 138 cases nationally in which people 
sentenced to death were later exonerated and by arguments that the death penalty is 
imposed in a capricious, discriminatory manner and is not a deterrent to crime — voted for 
repeal. They noted that a repeal in New Mexico in 2009 that also exempted those already 
on death row had thus far withstood challenges. 

After Connecticut's repeal, 33 states will have capital punishment, along with the United 
States government when it prosecutes cases in the federal courts. Voters in California will be 
asked in November whether to abolish the death penalty in that state. 

Capital punishment in Connecticut dates to colonial times. From 1639 to 2005, it performed 
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126 executions, first by banging, then by the electric chair, and since 1973, by lethal 
injection. But since 1976, when the Supreme Court allowed the resumption of executions, 
there has been just one person executed in the state: Michael Bruce Ross, a serial killer who 
voluntarily gave up his right to further appeals and was put to death in 2005. The last 
person involuntarily put to death, in 1960, was Joseph (Mad Dog) Taborsky, who 
committed a string of robberies and killings. 

Of the 1,289 executions since 1976 in the United States, 935 were in seven Southern and 
border states. Texas alone accounts for 481 executions. 

In the Connecticut Senate, where passage seemed most in doubt, the bill was approved 20 
to 16 on April 5, with 2 Democrats and all 14 Republicans opposed. Democrats have a 
majority in both chambers of the General Assembly. 

Before that vote, Dr. Petit spoke at a news conference where he called for the Senate not to 
pass the bill. "We believe in the death penalty because we believe it is really the only true 
just punishment for certain heinous and depraved murders," he said. 

The Petit murders were cited by several opponents of the repeal, most vividly by 
Representative Al Adinolfi, a Republican from Cheshire, Hamden and Wallingford, who 
said he witnessed the chaos at the Petits' smoldering house that day. He recounted 
gruesome details of the crime in arguing against the repeal. 

"And we say here that Komisarjevsky and Hayes don't deserve the death penalty? Shame on 
us," he said. "They do deserve the penalty, and so do many others." 

But Democrats in favor of the bill cited support from many families of murder victims and 
the fact that capital punishment has long been banned by nearly all of the world's 
democracies. In a review of 34 years of Connecticut death penalty cases, Prof. John 
Donohue of Stanford Law School concluded that "arbitrariness and discrimination are 
defining features of the state's capital punishment regime." 

The political fight over the bill could persist long after the vote. Republicans are likely to put 
the issue in play in the fall when all 36 State Senate and 151 State House seats are up for 
election. A recent Quinnipiac University poll found that 62 percent of Connecticut residents 
thought abolishing the death penalty was "a bad idea," though polls over time have found 
respondents split relatively evenly if given the option of life without parole as an alternative 
to executions. 

In the final remarks in the debate late Wednesday, the House majority leader, Brendan 
Sharkey, a Democrat from Hamden, said the death penalty offered a false promise that did 
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more harm than good. 

"I believe that we, as human beings, should not create laws that reciprocate the evil 
perpetrated against society," Mr. Sharkey said. "Those laws don't protect us." 
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In death penalty repeal, reason over revenge at long 
last 
General Assembly's vote to stop executions took Informed leadership, courage of 
conscience 

Comments 50 
	

Emelt 	Share 331 	Tweet 25 	Recommend 306 

Left to tight: Sylvester and VIckl Schleber, whose daughter Shannon was murdered; Igrk Bloodsworlh, veto spent 
several years on death row for a crime Ire did not commIl, and NAACP President Ben Jealous celebrate the passage of 
SB278, which repeals he death penalty NI In Maryland (Barlaara Haddock Taylor, Salmon Sun March 15, 20131 

Dan Rodricks 

.356 p.m. EDT. March 16, 2913 

Many of us believe that capital punishment, first used In the Province al Maryland In 1838, should have been 

relegated to the trash heap long ago. Politicians In Annapolis had overwhelming evidence of Its costly and 
debilitating (laws for many years, but loo many refused to attach their names to repeal. 

Even in a state where they outnumbered Republicans 2-1, numerous Democrats feared being labeled soft on 

crime if they voted to end slate executions. Indeed, the longtime president of the Senate, a Democrat, offered to 
personally inject poison Into a convicted killer. 

That kind of red-meat rhetoric provided the tough-on-crime credits that moderate and middling Democrats 

nationally were instructed to compile es the patty recovered from the Reagan era and the 'Mile Horton panic in 

1n88. Bill Clinton approved executions while governor of Arkansas. As president, he pushed Congress to expand 

the federal death penalty to add dozens of categories of felonies, including some crimes that didn't even result In 
death. 

13111MN 
Newsroom directory I Social Sun 

And yet, despite Clinton's cynical political calculus, some Democrats 

always pushed to gel Maryland on the growing list of states that 

have abolished this Immoral and inefficient practice. 

Flve years ago, they received considerable help from a commission 

headed by forrner U.S. Attorney General Benjamin R. Civilettl. It 

concluded that the application of the death penally In Maryland was 

'arbitrary and capricious,' flawed beyond repair. 

The commission looked at the use of the death penalty over three 

decades and found disturbing racial disparities; killers of while 

victims were 21/2 times more likely to face the death penally than 

killers of African-Americans. 
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penally but for abortion? 
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them on death row.' 

The commission, composed of both death-penalty opponents and 

supporters, found geographic disparities, too: The fact that similar 

capital offenses perpetrated by similar offenders are treated so 

differently depending on where the crimes are committed renders 

the administration of capital punishment irretrievably inconsistent, 

nonuniform and therefore unfair.' 

Baltimore County sent more men to death row than any other 

locality In the state, and that list included Kirk Bloodsworth, who 

spent nine years in prison — two on death row— before DNA 

evidence cleared him In the murder of a child. Baltimore County's 

Insistence on the application of the death penalty prompted the 

studies that led to the conclusions of jurisdictional bias, And 

Bioodsworth became the lace of the real possibility that the state 

could execute an Innocent man. 

Last, the Civiletti commission declared the death penalty a waste of 

money. By 2008, 62 at 77 death sentences had been reversed In 

costly post-conviction appeals while many inmates were kept CC 

death row, at 568,000 for each inmate a year. 'There are other areas 

In the Maryland criminal justice system where such resources could 

be applied and signalcant results could be expected, the 

commission said in its final report. 

Five years later — and many years after other studies reached 
similar conclusions — we have repeat of the death penally. And if It 

feels a bit anticlimactic, es because the writing has been on the wall 

for so long. 

Seventeen other slates look this step belore Maryland did. Thirteen 

years ago, George Ryan, the Republican governor of Illinois, 

declared a moratorium on executions because of what he called his 

states 'shameful record of convicting innocent people and putting 

According to the Death Penalty information Center, 142 death row inmates across the country have been 

exonerated since 1973. That's 142 innocent people not only convicted but sentenced to die. 

Perhaps you know all this. 

Perhaps you know thin, but still believe the state should have the right to decree a human being unlit to live, and 
that we should be allowed to strap him to a table and Inject him with poison. 

There are a lot of Marylanders who Mil feel that way, according to a poll released last week by the Sarah T. 
Hughes Field Politics Center at Goucher College, 

But the Geuther Poll, conducted earlier this month, shows how misinformed Marylanders are about the death 

penalty and how conflicted many of them are. 

When asked to say how many executions Maryland had carried out In the last 10 years, only 15 percent got it right. 

Willie just two men have been put to death In the last decade, 30 percent of Marylanders In the Goucher Poll 

estimated statesanctioned deaths at between 4 and 10; another 30 percent beHeve we had kited anywhere tram 

11 to 100 inmates. Four percent believe wed killed more than 100. 

Majorities said they doubt the death penalty serves as a deterrent to murder and expressed a preference itaf iffe In 

prison over a death sentence. And yet, 51 percent of Marylanders odd they believe the stale should retain the nght 

to 1411. That doesn't make sense. 

In the end, It lakes informed leadership and the courage of conscience to soil out feelings from acts and to hold 

rational law and reason above the populist instinct for revenge and the political instinct for self-preservation, We 

got that from the Maryland General Assembly, at long last. 

Cnpylighl Ii 20 "i, The Baltimore Sun 
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George Al aId 17 AM Mardi 20, 2013 
So I guess the Ted Bundy's of the world should die In prison vs. being executed? 
Ironic as a country being founded we hung cattle thieves. Now that's a misdemeanor and a slap on the 
wrist. However, if you are a Michele Vick type you get 3 years for dog fighting. Realty') 
If you get a DUI in Harford County you got to jail. 
So now MD in its very finite wisdom repeals the death sentence. Public officials were told lOish years 
ago that the system was broken. So instead of fixing it way bach when, they now simply repeal it. To 
add insult to injury the State has now made it more difficult to obtain certain guns. 
With DNA and camera's everywhere I would think there Is more of an incentive to use the death 
sentence. OK you want some compromise. Of those on death row who were not caught on tape, or 
DNA or some other overwhelming evidence you are spared (if you want to call life in jail as spared). 
However, where DNA or camera catches you doing the dirty dean you get your speedy and if found guilty 
your executed, If you have a slam dunk take out the middle man of 15-20 years of the appeals process. 
If you dont like the above, then il you are conviceted of murder of gang members or drug dealers you get 
no prislon term, You are released and the underworld will take care of you via. handgun to your temple, 
That will save us 65k a year for these thugs. 

The Mad Hatter at 92? PM March 9.201? 
Hey, gtowanderer, I'm a Uberal, and I'm very much proideath penalty and pro-a woman's right to choose. 
Ah, generalities- how they can trite the dim-witted in the butt sometimes' P.S. The Death Penalty may be 
gone, but in Maryland, abortion will ALWAYS be legal' Ta-tahl 

gtowanderer at 12112 PM Mardi 19, 2013 
Once again the lefts hypocrasy is showing,but then again thaLs nothing new. 

is puzzling to me,how a group of so called progressives can rail about the death penalty and the 
so called cruel and unjust nature of it.A lot of them claim that no one has the right to take someone aloes 
life, yet a large amount of them will stand on the corner protesting in the favor of abortion rights. What this 
tells me is that if one commits a crime in Maryland,no matter how heinous or gruesome the act may be 
he or she Is entitled to 3 hots and a cot for the rest of their worthless lives,while the life of the unborn is at 
the whim of the mother. Boyl that,s what I call justice!!! 

COMMENTING POLICY: Readers are encouraged to post comments that are germane to the article. We 
reserve the right to remove any user, and to delete comments that contain abusive language or personal 
threats, as well as those that are racist or demeaning. Readers may report comments by clicking "Report 
Abuse. Once a comment has been flagged, a Baltimore Sun staffer will investigate. Click here for more 
information on commenting. 
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