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_.,..,.....,-~.,.....,...,J-ARY 14, 1• 
· "He--sil.id 'I want to kiJl a cop.'" 

RAPT ATftlfi'ION1 
Carolyrt Sullivan, wtmw of 
slain officer G~ Sullivan, 
attended the trial.s first-~. 

Sl•lnUMI 
offtcen Witness 
details buying of 
gloves, hatchet. 

- --......... 
Emotional testimony , 
opens V anisi trial 

SftPBY STIPDI!'i'~UNRpoUceman Sliliva1 w~ murdered. The two were wotklna 
cart Smith testlflea Wednesday where he first alone and It wu a few minutes aft'' Smith 
\t:ttadaman~oaiJ:IvelyldentifleduSiaosl backed SuiUvan up that he was kiDed a short 
anlsithenlght . felowofflcer,-.Sgt Ge.orge diStanoeaway. . · .• 

r., 
r 

.. '. 
·· DEFIIIDANTI Murder su. 

pact Slaosl Vanisl. left. Is all 
smiles as he chats with his 
attorney Steve Gregory on 
the first day of his trial. 
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Vanisi defense claims 
another tnan may be 
responsible for nturder 

BY JIMMY BOBGLE 
'IiilnmeStd 

On Wednesday. the one-year 
anniversary of Sgt. George 
Sullivan's death. the trial of the 
man ac:cueed of killing the 19-
year police veteran got 'llDder 
way. In their opelling statements 
defense attarneya claimed that 
another man-DDt Siaosi Vanisi 
- may be reepcmsibJe for the 
brutal murder. 

After two days of july seleo­
tim, the pool of 10 men and 6 
'WOOlell - compriaiog tbe jury 
and four alternates - heard 
opening atatamenta and teetimo­
ny from the find; five prosecution 
witnesses on WecinesclQ. 'Ibe 
trial of Vanisi, 28, is expected in 
last about two weeks. lie could 
get the death peoa1ty if convict­
ed. 

. Vaniai sported a clean-cut 
lodl Wednesday. He had eba:ter 
hair than be did preriously, and 
hia beard was gone. ~ wore a 
white shirt, ~ tie and a tan jack­
.et. Throughout the ~inga, 

Vanisi seemed confident, smiling 
and EM!Il winking at an audience 
member as he entered the c:ourt-
room. 

Carolyn Sullivan, the widow 
of the slain University of · 
Nevada. Reno police <6w, was 
also in the audience. She 
remained calm throughout 
Wednesti&Ys testimony, 
although abe was visibly !!haken 
by aome of the men graphic 
images and t.estimony. . 

BefOre the jury was seated fbr 
opmring statement&, PubHc 
Defimdao Jeremy Bosler asked 
Washoe District Court Judge 
CODDie Sf8nheimer to IUle on 
two motiODB - a request to 
change the venue of the trial, 
aDd aft.a' tbat failed, a request to 
declare a mistrial. Bosler · 
claimed that some of the jurors 
held opiDioo.e about Vani8i, and =could not be fair and 

SteiDheimer ruled against_ 

See Vanisi page 8A 

Photo by Marilyn Newton 
Murder suspect Siaosi Vanisi talks with his attorney 
Steve Gregory during the tnal on Wednesday . .... . 
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8A • Thursday, January 14, 1999 

Vanisi: Witness who found murder victim's body testifies on first day of trial 
fromPagelA 
tbt;t motioos,. aa espected. 
However, by presenting the 
lnotima, Vaniai'Bdefense aet up a 

=-~~BFJ:b! 
crimea. 

In hia opcmiDg atatemexit, 
Washoe County District 
Attorney Richa!d Gammidt -
who rarely haDdlea ~ him­
self, but is leadina the VBDisi 
proeecutkm - toJ.cJ of tbe last 
night at Sullivan'• lim. Using a 
map of the UNR campus. 
Gammick talked about. bow 
SullivaJl arrived for work .. 

·,usual at 11 p.m. on~ Jan. 
. ~ 199&. ' 

Pointing at t;he defendant, 
Gammick 89leJ.ied that Vanisi­
after. telling bUme:rVWI people he 
wantal tn kiD a cop. and after 
buying a hatchst from WaJ..mart 
r ... $7 - bludponed an UDBUiJ­
,_.nn.,. Sullivan to death. leav-
~ in a pool of blood beilre 
"ri iDg • pment . from 
S~'a ~ including his 

~-::rn aaid that aa tbe 
D18DhuDt waa on for Sullivan's 
killer, Vaoi&i robbed two area 
conve.oience stDres - with 
Sullivan'& gan - before beading 
for Salt Lake City. "'t was almost a 24-hour 
crime spree, .. be told the juru:a 
betbre noaa.. •At tm. time a yaar 
810; DO ODe knew who did this 
wbawae imohed·in law eafUree. 
.meot,• 

He said that hebe Vanim."a 
capture in Salt Lake City, Vanisi 
bragged of the murder tO a 
cowdn. wiHl, Gammidt pledg8d, 
would tesWY about what Vaniai 
eeid. . 

"ListaD to the detail directly 
tiuntbeuwutb.ofMr. Vanisi,"he 
ll8.id, saying that Vani8i came to 
stay with relatives in BeDo with 

the apnlBI m.t.ltlco at'killiDg a who hal been inteniewed. by 

cop.IIO:o.-..'-M .. his .......... J)O)ke - was an accomplice of 
... ...._....... (JJI8IJing ,_ \Tanfefa. and may IU:tuaJly be 

IDClt, Gammick ra1aed liia. VOica l"f!!IP1Dslhle fur the m11!d£ 
and paintal at Vanisl, a~ "He admfttM that 'You might 
ing him and sboutfng -thai he ftndmyfin&mprintB, tm,•BoaJer 
w.. guilty of the five felony said. "'He admits be also said he 
counf3 fur wbicb he ia m trial. had been out to ldll a 'police d-

In tbe detlmae'll CJplll11na state- aE" 

manta, Boalartried to paint a Pc- After the hm.ch break, the 
twe of a ccmpJetaly diftilrent first five proaecution witneta 
penwn. He sbr.nnd 'three hish. took the stand.' The first two -
school~ afVeniai- one c:L Braula Martinez and Sullivan'• 
a handaome young. ~man ~ Ofticer Carl Smith -
in a tuDdo, and two pidmee of a . both teatified. they saw aom.eona 
jovial ,.ouDger Vania{ joking wiih they later identified aa Vanisi on 
friends. Bosler aaid that gruwiq tbe ~ 
upio San Jkuoo, Cali£, "-Ual..::_ MartiJUII said abe 18.W VazWd 
~ . waa a1aq lmowD ~ · -with Joog hair (poadbly a wig 
Americanized ~ of be wu wearing) md a long coat 
'l'afuna - was known aa a kiod tied with a rope. She said his 
pei1Ql who tried to bridp gaps. appearance scared her. 

~there wu ever·a = Smith - who became emo­
betwaao 1he (white and ) tional m the stand as he talked 
communitiea, trun wu a1-. a about being the first Qflk:elo to 
peaeemaker, Georp Tafuna: respond to a 911 call, Ollly to find 
Bosler aaid. "How doea tbia F' hie partner dead - alao claimed 
aon eDd up sitting in a chair m a be saw Vaniai that night, as be 
eourtrwm. in anothel' city CXJVared Sullivan 011 a trafllc stop 
8Cl!lllll!d of ~ murder. he made abortly before he W88 
nltimaholy 1lghting b-hie lifer fuund dead. 

The final staiA:aueut - a rei- "He gave me a stare that draw 
erence to Vanisi filbting fur hie my attention," Smith said. "Like 
life - W.Uediat8ly drew an me ofbatred, 'I wauna fight you; 
oijectioo from Deputy I>iatrict that sort c:L look.. Smith said be 
Attorney David aas ref.. waa ·absoluteJy" sure the penon 
ereDCaJ tn Vtmisi'a death be saw waa Vanisi, al~ 
peualty are not befimt Specchio drilled him about some 
tbe penalty pluat r4 the trial traitB in his initial deetiption. c:L 
Bosler immediately witbdi'ew the man which did not match 
the remark, but both be and Vaniai. 
Public Defender Michael One c:L the most emotional 
Specchio later eluded to death mnmen1B of the day c:ama when 
penalty - befure quickly with- the 911 call of Andrew Ciocca. 
chawiDg their l1!llUII'b - in an the UNR student who came 
apparent ,attempt to remind across Sullivan's body, waa 
jurors Vani&i'a life eould be at pla.ved. 
stake. . Cioc:ca · testified he saw 

BcBler then made the da:ring Sullivan's police car stopped near 
. aaertion that an •mnamed man the inimnation kiosk, and that 
who warb at the univerdy - it appeared from a distance that 

an olicer was looking under­
neath the vehicle because of a 
large amount af t1uid which had 
leaked. However, Ciocca said he 
realized that wu not the c:age as 
he got clcser. 

-r:he fluid W88 hia blood,. 
Ciocca said. -I ran to the deer 
and cbecked his pulse 011 his 
baDd. He W8l still warm.. 

The final wi1ne8B of the da,y, 
Male Mavmi, aid she knew 
Vimisi. 811 he wu a cousin rl her 
cousin. She txJid of a night sever­
al daya befura the murder when 
Vaniai bought ihe hatchet and 
some gloves ft'om Wal-mart. 

Later that Diebt, she said, 
Vaniai, a teen-age boy and fu!r.. 
aelfwere driviD& around in a van 
- after smoking lD8I'ijuana -
when Vanisi ~her scxoething. 

"He !lllid, 'I want to kiD a cop,"' 
abe said, adding he repeatad the 
statement aeveral timea. She 
said he also talked about killing 
m ~ taking his gun and 
than robbing a store. She also -he told har to ctroP him off at 
the police department 10 he 
coulcf do the deed. · 

Maveni said abe thought 
Vaniai was joking at first. But 
abe' said that feeling changed 
after seeing the news of 
Sullivan's death. 

"Come '1\Jelday nildJ,t. Jan.l 
13, did you tbiDk it was a joke j 
then'r Stanton uk.ed. • 

·"No," Maveni answered 
solelnnly. 

However, Specchio got her to 
admit that she had beard in the 
Samoan community that anoth­
er person. named "'Thki." was 
also involved in the killing -
potentially helping the defense 
88l!el'tion that . another person I 
W88 involved. 

'Thstinwny resumed this 1 
morning. 

WCPD09843 

AA00910



54

..... 
Slaln.UIIR 
offlcen Witness 
details buying of 
gloves, hatchet. 

-· .-. . 

I 

I 

Emotional testimony 
opens V anisi trial 

SulliVan waa nudSred. The iwo wltlo,nlilliidnn alone and It wu a taw mlootea after 
backed SUDivarl up that he was killed a short 
distance away. . . . . 

DEFEIIDAIITI Murder suS. 
pect Slaosl Vanlsl, lett. is an · 
smiles aa he chats with his 
attomey Steve Greaory on 
the finrt day of hia tilal. 

WCPD09844 AA00911
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V-anisi 
p,_pqelA . . 
white peOple," Mavcni testified, 
acldfnB that she beard him I&)' 'White 

i Jc lbouldbe killecl because they 
· ::fa lot from PotyneaianL . 

•Did you believe that he really 
wi:Btecl t& kill a ~?" Public 
Defender Mib Spccdlio liked Oil 
CJOSt-eUJD.iDat 

'"No," Maveni lllid. "We thoupt 
it wu a joke." 

I Sbeandtheotbcnhadbeentmok· 
• ing marijuana that JUabt, she tati­
fied. 

EmotiODI ran bi&b . in Judp 
; Connie ~~ courtroom 
. Wednesday, thci amaiversary of 
li Sullivul'l death. 
~ Cul Smitll,.Sullivm'•par&ur on 

the police roxco, appeared to be 
: ~uhetelti.fiedhefound te 
: oftiCer"s body in a pool of blood in 
. the parkiq lot bctwooa UNR.'s 
; Morrill Hall 8Dd Manzanita Lab. 

As he apob, SulJivaD•• widow, 
I CarolYDt lObbed quietly in tJa.e 
pllelj. Sullivan iJ Rnived ~ an 

i adult dPW and four children llil.l at 
I home. 

. - --.· 
::::-:' 

! In CJPCDiD1 statement~, Deputy 
i Public De(cmder Jeremy Bollcr ..,.,. .. b&IRiriO~ \ =: ~= ~that W: 1111ALOPIII81 Slaosl Vanlsl, center, Ia advised by his attorneys, Steve Gragcly,left, and Michael Specchlo. 

l l'CIDODiible for Sallivan's death. tbe=in two coavenJence.store GammictllidBosla"istatemeat Weduelcmy trom. · BmldaMartincz, 
. Smith tcatified he lbuDd Sullivan 
1 "withhi&beadinapalverizedttate" ro · shortly after the officer wutbeftntincticatiotlot'apollible a UNll studcut who IBid llbeaaw a 

about 1 a.m. I-ll. He.~-:~~ waulaiD. de&.mlepointjuato another killer. manwboloobdlibVaoiJioncam-
.... a.-..-aJLP Bol1c:r contends a man Vanisi Before openjna statcmenta puswithinuhooroftbedilcovery 

fled Vmili • a maD he saw in the JmewiDR.eDob.usaid •Ifyoucbec:k Wednelday. Judp Conuio of SullivaD'I body. She aailted 
~·C:U~!:!' ~ore that Glock, ,ou miaht find my fin.. Steinheimer denied de1'eDio police in dev~ a compolitc 

Sullinn•1 ·BOD belt, pn. radio, pprinta on it, too." motioDa for a miltril1 or challiD of llketcb wituw testifieclloob like 
banck:llm d keys' • • WhDe the prosccud.on contends venncbccauaeofthcconte»tionthlt Vanili. 
Smida uifl1.'M aun "!:~ V&Disi told oibera he would kill a people biued apinlt V&Dili fum · AJio teatJtyina wu UNit ltudmt 
Model 21, .4S caliber pistoL He police oflic:er, the uaidontitlcd per- bcen~eatcd 011 the jury pmd of 10 AndreW Ciocca, whodilcovered tbe 

lidcntifled a Ciloclt reccm:n:d in Salt 1100, too, aaid he would Jd1l a polico- maumd six WOJDeD. Four will aerw body. eal1ec1 police and tried to 
. Lab City, where V anisi. ~ amst· man, Boller said. · a attmnates when deh'beratioDil n:suacitate Suiliv8n. Tbe univmity. 
i ed the nat day, aa·SulliVBn'a.. Bosler stopped short of sayina begin. honored Ciocca last year for his 

Oammic:k told jurors V aniJi UICd another person killed Sullivan. Other testimony came etrorta. 
-- -- ... .a.:::l-..:. ··:...;. J -- • . . .. 

WCPD09845 
AA00912
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FRIIIT, JUUMY 15,t991 ___ - 'He just giggled. He said he did it.' 
1 RENO GAZETTE-JOURNA_L -IIIIM Tldlh .. IW ... lllbll'lll 111111011 Vlldll 

.Witness: Suspect admitted killing omcer 

~ llr lladlrn lfelriiiiiiRoftGmd:llhloumsl • COURTI Above, witness, Sateki Taukiuvea looks at a taken, along with lils handcuffs, radio and belt, after the bru­semlautomatlo pistol he says murder suspect Slaosl Van lsi .· tal beating that left Sullivan dead at a campus parking area . showed him after the hatchet slaying of UNR pollee Sgt. Below, flowers have been left at the memorial on campus George Sullivan. The weapon belonged to Sullivan ~d was where the slaying occurred a year ago Wednesday. · 

' But Reno man also testifies 
that he 'lied a lot' to police ., ............... 
RENO GAZJ!ITB.JOURNAL 

A 19-~ldR.enomantes­
tified 'Ibunday that Siaosi 
V aniJi admitted killina a 
Univmity of Nevada. Reno 
police ofJicm' l.ut January. 

Houra after Sat. Gcorp 
Sullivan, 43, wu Killed in a 

1 UNJl PBJtinllot, V aniJi and . SatekfTu.lduvea were in a 
chuch rcatroom when, .. 1 
asked him if ho did it." 
TauJduvea said. 

'"He said 'no.• " Taukiuvea 
said. 

Then V anisi \)ulled out a 
gun, later identified u Sui-

livan~1, Taukiuvea u.ld. 
"Lookwbatihave. "heQDOt­cdV anili u . ..I toldlrlm 

he wu ~~:-~ &WecL 
He l8.id he /i(J ~,put 

The tcatimony came in. the 
fourth day of the first~ murder trial -of V aniu in 
Wuhoc District Coort.. 
V ania4 28. faces the death 
penal.tyifheiscoovic1edofthc 
}an. 13, 1998,slayina. 

Wuboe Diltrict Attorney 
Dick Gammick conteoda 
V anisi killed Sullivao by 
repeatedly lltrildns him with a 
batchet. 

Before the conversation in 
the restroom, Taukiuvea said, 

V anisihadlhown him. a hatch- cop, "Taulduveatestified. •He et tucked in the waistband of wantcdhisbadgcandh.ilradio hia&!ta and concealed under and his gun. He was just b~ hiJ acket. 
" said he wanted to kill a See TRIAL on SD 

WCPD09780 AA00913
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' I. 
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I 

~ 

alooc." Nonnally, she aaiti. Vaniei would Taokiuvea admitted to Spe<:chio ta1k a Jot. . he "tied a lot" in hiJ six-hour iJ:Iter.. When he came in he wu not 

Trial 
PrampapiD 

view witb noliec becauc he was ~ the shoulder-len&th wig or 1 bing about it." "too IICired.,.- · btaDie be had worn durin& much of "I have to do this.'' he QUQted '"They were ta1k:iDa to ~ press- the week he had be!m in hno, she ! VaniJi u sayiq. •1 have to kill a ing m~ puttina words m my smd. coeii., wu constantly say!na thil." ~gc Defender Jenmy .,!:::0 rr:."~ ~r!: Taukiuvea IJiid. "' tboujbt ho WB1 BosJCr in his opening~ the UN1l C&mpul after SuJJivan's ~ kiddiua." ment Wednesday that a oenoo who death. · Hesaid1ietookVanisi:moteseri· saidbcmisbthaVeleftafinaermint Later on the morning of. ously a COI1JIIe of niabtJ latet when on tiM! weapon waa responsi'bfe for Sullinn's death, a friend shaved ofl · thetwomonwm:cJjctinginacar. Sullivan'• death. But Specchio's Vanili'sfuO~Louiasaid. · At Oddie and SUverada boule- ~~ . of Tauldlivea on A couple of days later, she said, , vardl, near Paradise Park, they TbUrlday did not c1im:tly link him abc found in her apartment a white · =d a S~ Police totheinci~andanotlierwitllell plastic b~ with a police radio 1 t car 1rith a Wlifonned teatificd Taukinvea wu ia her Rli- aotemaa stiCkina out of it and caUcd . :inside. dence when SuBivan wasJdUed. police. Reno· police Detective Jim •He told me to follow him.., =::: said he will put J:>uncan testified tlc ~ contaiaed 1 Taukiuvea aid of V anisi •. •t told t on the wit:ncs stand for a police radio and ftuhJi&bt bearin& 1

1 

biJn I didn't want to." another two houn du.rina the tlie name •SulJivan" and a police · He said V anisi wanted him to Col- deteue. utility belt without a bw:kle. · · low the otficer until the pollee Other witnesses Slid tlley heard A previous witneo said a belt, =~ then drop ofF ~~~~:3=- :mr::~ss~= I Instead, "I took him· home," wordl in his preseoce at leut I 0 He testified belt buckle from the 1 Taakiuveau.id. · times. A few witneaea aaid they o:ftker's utility belt wu in a pool of : Public det'tadet Mib Specchio1 had aeen Vanisi with a hatchet m blood next to the body. !!.o$J cro...aamination. tolo days precr;diqtbe killin& When Dancan went to tke Louis · Taukiuvea that while Chief Deputy Maria Loaa LouiJ, 22. Vaniai'a residm:e, he said. a hatchet Will on D:iJt:rict Attorney Dave Stanton niece, said Vanisi, wbQ had been thefkxx'juatinlidctbefrmltdoor. · aueationed him he •indicated 43 viJitins the Reno area from hiJ LouiJ testified one of her broth· times that yoa don't remember"' home near Los AnFies, came into era found it in hia ~om and · detai1a of atatemcatl he made to her apartment on North Rock threw it Into the. livina room. police a year 88). BoukVard between 1 a.m. and l :15 Authorities hav1l said blood wu Tankfuvea told~ that he a.m. Jan. 13. Sullivan's body wu foUDdontbehatchct. did tell polic:e hil fiD&erprint miJbt discovered at UNR about 12:50 The am day, V anisi was arrested be on the JU1L. a.m. in a residence m Salt Lake City. ~wailtedmetoJhowbimhow ·~ wu quiet. .. Loms said of Among items recovered in Salt to uae it." he said ofVanili. •t just VlllllJL "He wasn't taJkins. Just Lake Ci#y, Duncan teatified, was toucbecf the top part of it. I left it heavy breatJtins," Sullivan's pn. 

WCPD09781 AA00914
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Judge declares I 
mistrial in 
cop-killing case 

BY SANDRA cHEuB 
Asaodated Pmsa 

RENO-A mistrial~ declared today in the case of a 
man accused ofkilling a University ofNevada, Bsno poliee 

· oftieer one year ago. . · 
Washoe I>istriet Judge Cormie steinbeimer declared 

the ndstzia1 in the case of Siaaai Vanilli. 
The officer, Sgt. George Sullivan, was found bludgeoned 

to death. the victim of numerous hatchet blows. 
The judge granted the miatrial after defense laW)'ei'S 

argued they based their en1ire defense on the notion that 
another person bad committed the crime. 
· That theory was .baaed oo a tranacript of a police inter­

view of a w.itnesB, Cbaitra Hanke. that apparently was 
copied down wrong. . 

District Attornay Dick Gammicl&: said that Chaitra 
Hanke told detectives in an interview that another man 
named Manoa had told her of a conversation he had with 

. ' . . . ~ . 

· AciXJrdlng tO"· ·MiuiO& a was· 
· · .. · talking on the phone with Teki when Teki repm:ted1y said 

be had to haDg up because "&.ya• bad just committed a 
187, referring to the Callbnfa Penal Code for murder. 

Baya is one afVanisi's nidmames. 
But in the transcript of~ interview with po)ice, 

the statement was erroneously transeribed to .reaa that 
Teti bad said 'T' just did a 187, a copy oi the transcipt 
shows. 

Delenae lawyers argued theY had based Vanisi's 
defense on that statement and the suggestioo that 
Taukiuvea had killed Sullivan, and that it would be unfair 
to proceed with the trial . . 

Steinheimer granted the mistrial, but ordered Vanisi to 
~in custody. Prosec:utora said they would seek a new 
tzfal. Lawyars were scheduled to be in COurt next 'IUeaday 
to set a new trlal date. • 

~ 

/-J)-?7 
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-Jo • sot *' .. ,.._ __ _ 

·strial~ac 
• car's slayin PI 

One-word error In transcrlpb 
Washoe DA says suspect will be tried 
again in death ofUNR police sergeant 

The worda •~~aya" and "'" 
were eadly c:outO.od in the 
~ 10 the traucriPt. 
~rr!Y~~= 
Department, waa incorrect, ........... _ 

RENOGAZI!"ITS-JOURNAL 

Gammic:k 181d. 
Diltrict ~ Rkhanl 1 ~' · ·J I 0 1 hllivan'awidow, Carol:Yil. 

Gammick lueekillj the death • + · who wlt.h jurors bu UJteDed 

I DCII8ltY for VIJiili, 21, in the Ym.l IIUIIftn ~ytothetestimonyof 
A linJie, iDcorRct word iDa )an. 13. 1998,llat.c:het llaYtD& ,..... - 11 witneata over two cta71, 

I traDtcript caused the miJtrial of81t.n.;.;;;;"Sallivall,41.Hc wept ooen1Y when Stcm-
1 Friday or tbe man accued. of llicf a oewttlii 1br v BDisi lib- call from a man who said hefiocr clcdaied the miltrlal. 
I Jdllinl i University of Neva- ly will oecur in the IPriul or aDOiber man Ud told hliD. •1 She waa whilbd away from 
I da, ROllO polkcoftia:r lalt IAUIIDiel'.l..awyl:naretomeet ~didaooe~nn,"a courtbUlatllrmtbedayiaued 

year. with the judge . Tunda} to id"cn:nce to CaWbmia a writtcD lltatcmtllll. 
•rt woald be lllllJiifeltly IIPft on a uw trial due. Penal Code li1IOibel" for lllUJ"o "We will hrle a leCOiid 

unJust for me to require the Wuhoe Public Defender der. opportuityiathencarfiJtln.. 
del'encl.ual to procH4 liD4er Mike Specchlo said he lndlt Bat iD videotape md lei»- aDd my fmdly loob lbnmd 
this cimumtiUICe," Washoe Vanili's elllirc dcfaule on the rate aacliotape RCOldiJlp of tothetimcwhen we can put all 
District ladle Connie Stein- theon'thatiOIIIIOIICiclleldlled the police interview, the of this behind u,"lbe said. 
heimertoldthe 16jluorshear- the officer, Jllltly baied on a WOIIIID. aid, ~)ult did a "We do not WilDt any milalr-

~ 
.oC' .... 

li' 

.... 

inAevicknceinthelirat~ ~ m which* female ODe~ Bayallone P-: l ·- , 

murder trial ofSiaosi Vanisi. vritnela told police of a pbone orv.m.ra Dicl:Dames.. See ..-nBAL on fU. ~a~~~~~t--

MORE-CiNPAGE 1 OA 

Pualellpo ·-· WaahoB County District 
Attorney Rlchll"d Gammlck 
uncovered the enor that led to 
Friday's mistrial while 
attempting 1o understand the 
defen8e's Cll88. 
Lentrlbne ...... Gammlck 
l8yll he's bean concerned lor 
years about the posslbllty of 
errors il tranacrlpt8. 

JDUILAIIIIIICIIW~ 
County District Attorney 
Rlohan:t Gammlck anewers 
questions Friday after the 
mletrlalln the mll'der case 
ageinst Siaosl Vanisi, 
accused of kiling Unlverslty 
of Nevada. Reno pollee Sgt. 
G10rge Sullivan a year ago. 
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MI. strial. He &aid Speccbio had two police reports that contradicted the tran-,,.. pqc tA script, Il1.8kinB it clear that Baya riagc of juatk:c to occur, and under- had said he committed the 187. stand in this cue that a mistrial was Qammick also said Specchio bad the best possible solution." an opportunity to. hear the tapes One juror, who asked that her ~c1 but did not uk for 
~ not be WICd, said she wu "Wefeelthatiftkeywercsofngto ~tb:Ji:'ft"ft. something 1 ::S heavily on tbia for. their 
didn) want to~ in the first place, theta~ '1: =~c!:!:fJ but smce I wu Picked I wu ieady. told Steinh • He ' 'd it' • th 1'hcn all of a sudden we're three , euner. . 181 ll c daz!intoitandifs<m:r." defense • telpOilJibillty to ~ure It was the senera1 CODBeDSUI that the ~ of the material the every€)oe in the jury wu tdieved piOIICCDtioa"' ~~ • • •w and ready to aet back. to their Jives." ~ w~ aw s ~a. e Vanisi showed little emotion can't~ m anytbiDg they lllf,' when tho judge ubd him if he "S~ ret!Poacled. wn.c: pro}). understood that his defente was no lem 11, ,iudac, its at the heart of the longer viable and that he would dcfeoiCH :d'be" _.__ blame th have a second triaL ~ ~ not e •y cs your ho- police or proaec:utors for the devel-"be' -!.I opmeut. n'fjmu Tafuna, a But still, he said, it .. auu the friend whom defenao caac," which he said wu Vanisi refers to u formublted in Juae or Jtly. hia mother ""'I1rll iJ a sham," SDeCcbio told declined to com! Steinheimer. "'This maba me want ment on tbe devel· to vomit." 

Anything short oi. mistrial, he ~~ openiq said, '"is a cJenial of a fair triaL Is he statement to {Vanisi)f>inatosctafiirtrial?The juroJ:J, Deputy answer 11, •No he im't.' Don't Public Defender Jeremy Bosler penalize this pcxttsoal" hinteclsomeooe other thin Vanili "The penoa who can't llllft'er ia might have ki.Ucd Sullivan. this Tonpn kid," he laid, pointioa Someone else misbt have left a fin- to Vanisi. =t on . the wea~n. he ~ Steinheimcr said she would have they~~'ik~ . C!err::.,~~"f~;:! Those .references. Gammict and with the woman or a review of the Specchio said, were to "'Tcki, .. nick· tape. name for Sateki Taulduvea, 1~1 Oamnrick said if he had ddiber­who testified '1"1mmBda that Vania ately withheld information from admitted kiiJios s!'ruvan and the def'enae, V aniai wOuld have showcdhimSullivan'sP, been a free maD. He would have Tauliuvca also testified that he been ftoeed because the principle of had touched tbe lUlL double jeopardJ - that a penon He 1VaS amooa aeveral witnesses can't be tried twice for the same who testified they heard Vaniai aay cdme-wouldhave applied. "I want to till a cop" and who saw ·Bot because the error was purely him with tho hatchet later idcntio- a.;:cidcntal aod was reported u soon tied aa the weapon used in • it waa dilcovered by the proleCU­Salivan's death. tion. double jeopardy was not an Gammic:k told Steinheimer that issue, Gammick said. he discovered the transcript error Stcinheimcr. in taJkinl with early Friday, the fifth day of tbc ~hio and Vaniai, made BUR trial. and immediately reported it they understood and qreed about to Spccchio. double jeopardy. 
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10A-RenoGazeaNoumal Saturclly, JII'IU8rY 18, 1989 

Puzzled Washoe DA uncovered reason for mistrial 
Potential 
for error long 
has troubled 
prosecutor 
lbMIIIe......,__ 
RENO OAmJTil.JOURNAL 

1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
8 
7 
8 

TI•IICiiJt (Con't) 

Oehlctive Janldnll: 

Challra Hanlca: 

Case# 18114-al 

Okay IWid whll'd .... Wll ya? 

And bn he's al urn. I said what'd Tiki 8lf and he llllld I 
don't knaw I c:ldn't get ID talk to Nm flat lang becaule he 
uld, tw tDid IMIDJ!Ji!lll an a'1d than he cldc8d 0. and hln 
Cll11l bide n IIIRJllt did a one e1g11ty IMn (187) 1 have 
1D go. bye, cell you Iller and 10 then I wa1 Ike f18l/ Will a 
minute end Teld hid ~ tu1g up. Did I say liD fast? 

Tho potential for error in tran- II I ICripa police provide to proHCU-10 
ton hu troubled Wlllhoe District . · . 
Attorney Richard Gammiek fer 
yean, he said Fridar after one I Trauealpt (Con'1) Case # 1t114-88 I 
muJted in a mistrial m a murder 

D8li8cllve Ol.lan: Nope. 

caee. 
"1bie ia not the fint time w.::'w 

bad crron in transcript. · of 1 
recorded convenationa," 2 
Oammiek said. 3 

He Hid he has urpcl police 4 
asencica in tbc area to set better 5 
equipment for rccordJq convc.. 
lations but they have aaid that 8 

.. they couldn't .,_usc of budset 1 
CODittaints. 8 

He laid be abo baa augeatcd t 
they get profeaaional t:ramcri"ben 0 or certified shortbnd reportcn 

Detacll¥e Jerddre: 

01altra Hlnke: 

DIIKtM Da.ncln: 

Okay end what'd he tell ¢ 

And f1en he's al urn, I Slid whlt'd Tiki llrf end he 1111:1 I 
don't ~ I c:l!dn"t g.- ID Ullk 1D '*'t flat lang blcaa he 
llid, he tlald me to hold an and IMn he c:lctciCI CMr ll1d llan 
came bade and aald I jult cld a one ligtly ...,., (187) I hive 
to go. ~ call you lltw and 10 then 1 waa like hey Wlllt a 
nt1u11e ll1d Teld hid already hung up. Old I say It 1D fall? 

Nape. 

todothetra~ptio~ ~------------------------------------------------------------~ Equipment hu improved, be 
aaid, from ICVcral yearsqo when 
many recordlnp w.::rc: 11Diutclliai­
ble, but there iJ atill room for 
improvement. 

Reno police Detective Lt. Steve 
Pitta aclmowledaed the depart· 
ment once had shortcominp in 
ita equipment. 

GIIUOIIAL MI8TADI Th~ top mage shows the abovewherethelncorrectword'1"appears. The lower 
transcript where Washoe District Attorney Richard Image shows an urvnarked transcript The mlatake led 
Gammlck hu written In the COIT8Cl word, "Baya," to a inlstrlalln the c:aae. 

said, Reno police wl1l meet with 
prosecuton to cliiCUJI ways to 
prevent similar probiCIIII. 

Capt. Jim Lopey, detective 
commander fcir the Walboe 
County Sheriff'• Department1 

diJcuJaina that. 
He said the department has 

Yideotapina ctapabllity in interru­
ption rooma aod they're general­
ly 1lled in tandem with hand-beld 
tape rec:ordCII. 

Unally, he said, thote are for­
warded to the t:ranacrlben. 

"There ia IOIDC rcally JOOd digi­
tal stuff out there aDd we t.a.ow 
eventually we11 set 1ome better 
equipment," Lopcy said. 

., ............ 
IU!NOGAZl!TTE-JOURNAL 

Wuhoe District Attorney 
Richard Oammick said be had 
been puzzled since a defense 
lawyer Wednaday IIICrted to the 
• that IOIIICODe other than Siaoli ~ killed a univcraity police 
III!IINJitlllt January. 

It became clur Thunday, as 
Sateki Taukiuvca teltified, that 
Public Defender Mile Spccchio 
wanted to blame him for the ldlllng 
or S&L Gconle Sullivaii on the 
University of"Nevada. Reoo cam· 
paa, Oammidt aid. 

So early Friday, t:ryins to llll&lyze 
tbe dd'cUc amd............., to c:ouDler 
it, Oammic:k ~-of the 
more than 3,000 peps of docu­
IDCIItJ involved in the cue, finding 
a crucial error in • l:nullcript, be 
aaid. 

Tbc tramc:ript - contradicted by two police reports . • 
a police interview !ft'l:'~t': 
lUDke, wbo tallald to another man 
about • COIJfCiation that !DID had 
with Tautiuvea, Gammick said. 

In that in1crvicw with police, 
Hanke reported tbc coiMJI,ation 
related to her 81 beiDa that ·Baya 
just did a 187," Gammlcklal.d. But 
a part-time t:rauc:riber who wu 
m.UiDa • written vcrsioa or the 
tape recordina and video or the 
poljcc interricw. bcatd it • "' just 
ilid a 187 ," m · Taukiuvea 
did it. The 187 ::;,mmce to the 
California PeDal Code for murder. 

Oammick laid he called Reno 
police Friday momina to aak for 
the orilinal tape recording and 
videotape. Listening to it careCnlly. 
he found the actual word wu 
•Baya," not •I,'' Gammk:t said. 
BaY& Ia one ofV llli.si's nic:knamet. 

•we Just speot around $20,000 
in June and completely replaced 
all oar iudio-visual equipment," 
llo said. •we had a profenional 
firm come in and do all our inter­
view rooms. 

said hil omce hu professioiW 
tnnac:ri'ben who type reports and 
supplemental xeporta and tran· ..bt 
scribe atatcmerits. OW' - - ' 

"That equipment wu not avail­
able to our clct~vcs in the .•. 
investigation. The new equip­
ment may have mitip.ted that alt· 
uation. but that'a speculation." 

In Iicht of Friday's problem 
that ended the fint-dcp-ce mur· 
der trial of Siaosl Vanisi, Pitts 

·noae are typccl by our t:ran-
scriben woo work in rec:ordl and 
tbey traditionally clo an exc:eUcnt 
job for us," Lopcy said. 

·nat'• not til say, bowcver, 
that the a,Uem can't be 
Improved." 

He said offic:iall would lite to" 
set a better system and have been 

"Nobody sat fault 
here. There was an 
inconsistency there 
and I think they were 
aware of it. " ............... ................ 

While Hanke wu SIICikina slow­
ly and cliatinctly e8rlier fn the 
police interview, Gammic:l: said, 
duriD8 that outK:uJa:r em abc 
IJ)OU quicldy and ~ bcr 
words. 

•Nobociy'sat fnlt bcrc:," be l8ld., 
but it's mU'ortunate the error came 
at that •crucial" _POint in tbc inter· 
view and Speccb.io retied oo it. 

•There waa an inconsistency 
tbcrc and I think they were aware 
of it," Oammick aid of the dcfeoae 
team. 

Still. be said, be ia not attactins 
Spccchio and his handlina of tlle 
defCIIIC. Oammick uid cwn the 
proaeeutlon had not reviewed the 
tape m:ordinJ and videotape until 
Friday mornins. but that wu 
because he d.id not plan to usc 
Hanke u a witnc8L 

•J don't be~ he~ a r.t 
one at all," Oammidt said of 
s~ •J believe the reuoo be 
dido 't request the taJJCS Ia because 
be dldn 't WilDt to tio his haDd until 
be w.a ready to so/ 

Requesting those partiClllar 
tapes would have alerted police 
and proeecutors to the dcfeiiJC 
ltrateiY. Gammick said. 

Spcc:c:hio said be bu been tryiDa 
to find Hanke to talk to her but bas 
been told sbc ill out of 1tatc. 
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Monday, January 18. 1998- 11A 

OPINION 
RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL 

-
EDITORIALS --

.... Ciarll ........... 
Publiahcr 
788-6202 

TonlaCDalng 

~~ ... ,. ........ 
Editorial Pqe Co-Editor 

788-6383 

1 Judge was right 
·to halt Reno trial 
i TlwlsclfPterran Facing the dtmhpenalty 
i acaJSed murderer has a right to plan anew defense 
! istrid JudeD Connie '-1Jlt it am be. Comt n:porti::D fia it : DSteiubcimcr was right to every day, often requc:sting that a : declare a mistrial Friday in the statement be repeated so that they get ; trial ofSiaosi v anisi for the muniecof it right. lbat, repttably, is not~ ! University of Nevada. Reno, police ble with ~xecorded testimony; Sgt. Gea:ge SullivaD. even Iqllayinaa c:pestiooahle paaaac I Steinheimer called m end to the migbt not JIUib it any clearer. Few ; trial bec:aule Wlllhoc Couu1y Di1trict people speak with the dear diction ' Attomey Rkbald Qanmrict, pulZl.ed that it tabs to a'e8te a perfea tnm-1 by tbe defeme team'• taditot in tbe ICript; they ll1DYe their heads and --case, diacovercd 'sin&Je er:roc in the dom speak directly into the micro-' tramcrlpt of a detective~' interYiew phaoc; ~ noiae can miD it with a key witneaa. The tramcript difficult to make out 'MXds; and 1bt.R: raised the possibility that somcoDe are inhemJt problema with even the else bad admitted CDIII.1I1it:tiq tbe besh«mdiuacquipmem. crime, and the defcD8e ~ yet, faimea in tbe judicial syJtem jumped on that possibility. demands pc:rlb:tion, so all area potice Unfom•n..t~, the traDIIcrlpt mil- agencies should take Gammiclt's q~~witoeu, substituti.nJ the adviceto"makeS~nthey bavetbebest word 'T' fir "BaJa," a nidmame for recordina equipment possible and v anilli, which supported the prl*CU- puft:ssional, flJPC"iena:d tnmscri:lm tors' case, notthcddi=nse's. to do thc'WO!t. : But the defemc probably never· . The Reno Police Department would have gone in that direction almidy has taken the lead, spending 1 . were it not for the emmeou1 tran- $20,000 last year to repla<z audio- 1 ,script. Thetnmscribel'serrorhadsc:nt viiual equipment for its interview : • the attoiDCyl down tbe wrong path, rooms, tboiJgh that equipmem wasn't , . through DO fault of their OWD, and available for the interviews in the 'I.------­they deserve the opportunjty to start Vaniai case. And the department over. That •mdoubtedly will be fllllXID- plans to meet with J)l'OIICQJtorl to find sive for the oounty and painful for the ways to prevent a recurmu:e of the family and friends of Sullivan. But transcription problem that surfaoed v anisi. is facing the ultimate peua1ty if last week. fuund pilty, death. and the trial must AU area Jaw enforcement li8CDcies be as filirasialwmanlypoaible. should follow Reno's lead. Improving The mistake was unfortunate. their equipment may prove to be Anyooc who has ever tried to tnm-- expcosive, but as that small error in scribe a conversaficm. even ooe that's the V anisi ca&e tiamcript proved, fail.. tapo.recorded, knows bow diffi.. ~can beevenJDOieexpensive. 
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Vlllllel 
Defense 
lawyers wm get 
copleaofaR 
pollee audio, 
vldeotaipee. 
judge rules 

V 
.. .. 

aDISI· 
gets new 
trial in 
Sept. 
IIWIIIUH...r.­
RBNO OAZIITI'E-JOURNAL 

Lawyen for Siaoai Vaniai, 
accused of murderina a uni­
versity polic:eman last year, 
should have aD oopics of vid­eo and audio tapes police 
made of wimeta ittterviOwl, • 
ju<* ordered Tuaday. 

the order came in the af· 
tmnath oflast week's mistrial 
ofVaoiai becausc of an error 
in a transcript of an interview. v anisi is char&ed with kiJl.. ins Univenity of Nevada, 
Reno potf' an Georac Sul-livau, 43. alboe District 
Jud&cCo Steinheimetlet 
Sept. 7 for a new trial for 
V aniJi, 28, who could set the 
death =it convi<:ted in 
~~eeli!'lmnrtheratart 
it todayifl hid my druthers," 
Stcinbeimer said. 

But citing widespread ~ 
lidty surrounding the m.iltri­
al,sbcllid, "Mybcliefisifwe 
gointoAupstandSeptem.ber, ·· .. 
we've lost the iDitiaf impetua 
of the publicity and we'll be 
able to select a~. I obvioos-
~~to~ this trial over 

... ; .· .. ' 

the tapes became an issue 
after Wuhoc District Attor• 
neyRichatdOammictonJan. 
1 S, the fiftll day of trial, 
revealed that Public Defender 
MikeSpecchiowaa arently hao&ina his whole~ on 
a transcription error. 

In it. a woman told ~lice another man had said I just . 
did a 187," the California Pe­
nal Code number for murder. 
That gave Speechio somemse 
dac to blame for the kilJin&. 

But Gammick contends 
police tapes on wbida tbeUID­
•cript wu baled actually say 
&Jiayajust did a 187," Whic:b. 
aepted Specebio'a defense. 
Gammick Said Baya is one of 
V anisi'a tridmllllft. 

Dd'eDJe l.awyen uythey'w 
zu:vecheard Vlnili referred to 
asBaya. 

The error wu blamed on a 
put-time police transcriber. 
~ck said she it not to 
blame because speech in the 
tapes became ~id and 
slurred wheo the crucial" 
word Wll uttered. He did not 
fault Specchio for not re­
queatiq tbe tapes for review 
sayins that if S~o bid 
dOne so, that wolld have siva 
en police and prosecuton a 
clue to tbe defeiue and Spec. cmo would have lost the cle­
ment of llltp1'ise. 

.. If they'd bad theta~ fd 
havo P.>ttell the lapel, ~ 
chioaaid. Gam.mickaaid Pl'QI­
ecutors never requated the 
~ because they didn't 
intend to call the witneu 
Whose statement coatained 
tbe et'J'OI', 

Specchio and CbiefDcputy 
Public Defender Steve 
~ said after Tuesday's 
h-""'" that they and Vmiai w"eiebeiruc made tbe vi11aina :=rp: :!d= traD· 1 

•Let's put the responsibility 
for this meu whore it be­
~" Speccbio laid. "'t does not lie with V aniai. He did 
~to cause this." 
__ :!t_,_ - · 
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iWalsh return2_ to 49~ _ ~ A.lB J I Lawmakers examine =w budge.SA ~nspan_ ~c:_i_z_es Glinton budg~ 3A 

~.,e 
Wednesday Evening, January 20, 1999 '1M Truth Has Bun Our Only Frlerd Sinct 1910 \blume90, No. 16 SO Cents 

Judge would~ suspected cop killer 'today if I had my druthers' 
BY SCO'lT SONNER "'would rather 1tart it txxlay if I bad "We're raady to F."be said~ did a 187- alllanjr term l:lr eGIIIJPit- "We've aut probably 2,000 pape af 

Almdaed Pn:sa my drutbare," Stemheimer told Jawyera v.Disi'J law,an lll'l!IJf!ll lllliiU~ tlng a murder. traD8crip&a. There are probably a lot rl 

RENO- The judp who declared a fbr both llidaa in ClCIIJI't n-lay. fblly in the firat trial fur a change oC The COITI!llltsd tranBcript·read "Baya" errura,• he told the~-

~in tbe alJeaed murder of a cam· But Vanisi'B publlc defimden hiPe vanue 8iftn tbe high pntile ofSultivan'B just did al87. Gammick IBid the tiiJiscripts are DOt 

pus police ofticer sayB abe hopee publid- aiDd ti:r60 daJa tD preparafur the new IDUl'der. Oammick 11ay11 "Baya" ia a nirknatne certified. 

ty <Mll' the rulinr bas llimmered down trial. And a cuoling-ollpriod might help The 19-yee.r department; 'VSiienm ed fbr Vlmiai, butdefeme Ja,.a disagree. "Wdve !JI!8Il emmJ Won, • be said, 

by the time a new jary is pbZsd for tile in 88&ueting an impartial jury, the judce r.tJ.- of five Willi &lund bludgemed to They 88id they had baaed their deltmae adding that a mwl:ing waa acbeduled 

retrial in September. eaicL deaih near hia patrol car an Jan. 13, In part on the a.umptlan that eameone with law enfiReloent ofliciala Tassday 

Washoe District .Judp Connie "''m --t about the jury selec- 1998. other than Vanisi bad claimed to have tD make IUle It doesn't happen again. 

Btalnheimer acknowledged '1\Jelday the tim," Steinbeirner said. "We had a lot of A maEv8 manhunt ended the IU!lt cxmmfl:laf the murder. The public defenders said after 

furor abe tDucbed oft' by granting the publicit;y ~ the miatrial. If we wait day iD Salt Ulke Cifoy, where Vanjsi waa At the request of the pobJic deimders 'lUeeday'a hearing that VlllliBi bas been 

mistrial last week because a word in a - we've loat the initial impact of the arrested illlowing a 3 lf2.haor standoff on '1\Jeaday, the judge ordered proaecu- made the villain in the request l:lr mie­

wltness tnullcript Willi copied down publicity and we'll be able tD ae1ect with IUlt.hlriiea. ten to mab coplee d all audio · and trial They llllid police inY8Btiptore and 

wrong. . ,iurorl!." 'lbe judge granted the miBtria1 on vfdeatllp. dintenlewe wlth ~ tranacribera were tD blame fur the mill-

She lll!t Sept. 7 as the DeW trial date Washoe Dlatriat Attomsy llichard ~ after the error in tile tnms:ript "Somebody has to cm1pare the writ- talun transcript. 

for Sialllli Vanlsl, 28, -~ rL the Gammkk ll8id be was caofideot Vaniai wu dl&coon!mi. ten with the ml1110 we don't go through "Let'• put the l'tlllp(DIIibil fur thie 

hatdtet slaying ot Sgt. Geoige Sullivan would be ClbiJvicted In the aecomd trial 'lbe inltial tramctlpt bad a 'IVitD.- thia again In Septembtr," def8DII6 Trial 5A 

of the University of Nemda, Reno. and sentenced tD death. quilting another person as ,saying "I just lawyer Mkhaei.SpegcblO ll8ld. See page 

0 
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0\ 
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Trial from Page IA 

mel!l8 where it belmgi .. Speccbio 
said. "'t does not He with VaniiL 
He did DOtbing to CIUll8 this.. 

Police had the tapes. 
Proaecutom and deEnae Iawyen 
both bad been working off the 
tranacripta, said Steve Gregory, 
SDOther defenae law,yar. . 

"''t. waa not a C8ll8 of us not 
dmngour job or the DAnot d.ciDg 
his job. Both ~idea were re1ying 
on the tnmacripta. • Gregaey Said. 

"Gmnmick 1isiened to them 
Friday and called m 20 minnfsa 
befbre the hearing. You can't get 
c:loaer to the 11th hour than 
that,. be aaid. 

""l'hat's wone than trial by 
ambnab, • Speccbio said. . 

Gregory said 'lUeeday Vanisi. 
never bas tam called "BaQa. • He 
said VaniBi baa in the put been 
referred to by others as "Be,• pro-

WCPD09841 AA00922
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Selection 
ofjurors. 
questioned in 
copkilting 
8r Mike lleJNienon RENO GAZI!'ITI!-JOURNAL 

The wife of apolkc officer was on the JIJ!l that tried ane~d cop killer Siaosi V amai becaale defenle lawyers said they UICd up their chalJenges removinl others moro prejudiced apinst their client. And aCalifomiajury con­sultant SIYI tbe Wlshoe · Cou~ trial judae wu "naive to tiUnlt a fair trial was possible for V anisi with a cop's wife on the jury. After four da)'ll m court, Washoe District Judie Con­nie Steinhel.mer deClared a mistrial Ian. IS dur!DJ the proaccution of Vanin, 28, accusedofthe January 1998 hatchet killing oCUJ!ivmi.ty of Nevada. R.ono JJ.olice s'*' GecqeSuJlivm ThemiJtrl­alltcmmed from an error in the transcript of a witness statea~Amttopolice on which thedefenlewu bued.Aaew trial wu set ror Sept. 7. "We tried to chaJicnac as many people as we coUld," Deputy Public Defender Jeremy Bosler &aid. ".Bven tbolllh people Slid they had alrea(ty formed ot*dooa and could not be fair, the . .fud&e said that wa.sn't a rea­son toexdudctbemfmm the 
~~eme lawyen said Steinheim.er Mused to nmove the police officer'& wife from the 16·peJSOn jwy.In tbe trial. the defCllle and prosecution each sot to dismiss eight people from the · jury; the ju.ctp can remove any juror for cause. "Whether be can get a fair 
See VAIIISI on page fOA 
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Vanisi 
Frotnpaae!A 

trial in this county remains to be 
seen;· Bosler said. "If you look at 
jury selection in the last trial, it 
doesn't seem there is a very good 
likelihood he can get a fair trial. 
That's a dcdsion the Supreme 
Court is goina to have to make and 
the record will eventually malce its 
way up there." 

Despite her marri~ to a law 
officer, the juror said tn court she 
could overcome any bias she mitht 
have and render a fair verdict. 

"The judge should not have 
relied on (tbe woman's) self· 
assessment that she could be fair 
and impartial," said Lois Heaney, 
a . senior trial consultant for the 
National Jury Project. For 2S 
years, the Oakland, Calif.,lirm has 
helped defense lawyen and prose­
cutors select juron, especially in 
high-profile cases. 

Not automatltally out 
On the mailed summons, 

prospective juron are asked 
whether they are related to a law 
enforcement officer. Steinbelmer 
said after the trial a juror's mar· 
riage or former marriage to a police 
officer does not constitute an auto­
matic disqualification. 

"No human is disqualified for 
jury service because of their pro­
fession except for statutory 
exemptions," she said Friday. 

Laurance Hyde, a former law 
school dean and former National 
Judicial College dean, ~with 
Steinbeimer that marrtage to a 
police officer does not disquali~ a 
person from sitting on the Vamsi 
case. . 

"It gives rise to whether she 
could act fairly, but I do not thint 
that automaucally every person 
who meets a certain profile u a nina 
to act according to that prome," he 
taid. 

He noted V anisi, 28, was born in 
Toi!JI, a South Pacific island. 

"lftherewasaTol!aaneseonthat 
jury, should that juror be stricken. 
.. m the absence of all other fac· 
tors7" Hyde asked. "I penonally 
do not think so. J don't thi!Jk it's 
automatic that any Tonaanese 

would vote in favor of this defen­
dant because he was also a 
Tonaanese." 

A week after the trial, the judae, 
defense lawyen and prosecuton 
said they weren't certain which 
qency employed the juror' 
spouse. The judge and a prosecutor 
tbou3ht it '111'115 the sberifl"s depart· 
ment. A defense lawyer thought it 
was school di1trict pollee. 

District Attorney Richard 
Gammick asreed bcin' related to 
an officer· does not dtsqua!ify a 
juror, even in a case in which the 
defendant Is accused of killing a 
police officer. 

"The ultimate question is, 
'Re1ardless of who you are and 
what your beliefs are and what 
your opinion is and what you've 
heard, can you base your deci!ion 
on the law and the facts?' " 
Gammiclt said. "What's the differ­
ence in that and if you have a truck 
driver who was ldlled and you have 
a truck driver come in for jury 
duty?" 

TI1ht~knlt colllmunity 
Heaney disagreed with Gam· 

mick'sualogy. Thedangerinhav­
ina a police officer's wife on a jury 
sitting in judgment of the allel!ed 
lciller of another officer is com pfex. 
Heaney said. 

Police are a tlaht·knit communi· 
ty known for coming together to 
support other officers and their 
families, she said. 

"You have to usume that this 
police officer's wile has worried 
about her own husband and other 
people she bas known," Heaney 
said. 

"She JK!s&ibly bu even attended 
memonal services for ~lice offi· 
cen ud knows what it 1s like to be 
be an outsider looking at the wife 
and families of those who have 
died as police officen. This sug­
aesu she has a certain kind of 
bias." 

Removal or jurors 
Under state law. a judge 

removnjurors "for ~:a use" in sev· 
era! situations, amona them a 
prospective juror's firm convic­
tion that a defendant Is pilty or 
ianocent, lack of understanding 
of EnsJish, blood relationshiJ? to 
one of the parties or phys1cal 
problems such as hcarina or 
vision impairment makina It dif­
ficult for someone to view the evi­
dence or listen to testimony. 
Lawyers can request removals for 
cause. 

Lawyen also have peremptory 
cballenaes to remove a prospec· 
tive juror for any re1son except 
for gender, race, creed, religion 
and other so-called "protected" 
areas. The prosecution had eight 
peremptory challenges and the 
defense had eight. The judae 
denied a defense request for 
more. 

"How does she ao home and 
answer, if she were to acquit this 
man, to her officer and other peo­
ple in the police officer communi­
ty? People are soing to be upset if a 
person who is in this state is not 
convicted. How does she deal with 
not succumbing to the press11re to ·­
punish someone who could have 
killed them?" 

"We ran out of peremptory 
cballeol!es, and we couldn't 
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excuse aU the people who said 
they couldn't be fair or were relat­
ed to law enforcement or had 
some other characteristic that 
would have inOuenced their abil· 
ityto sit fairly on the case," Bosler 
said. 

He said the defense, in a new 
trial, wlll renew its request to 
move the trial out of Washoe 
County and for additional 
peremptory challenges. 

•uecause the case is still pend· 
ing, I don't think it would be 
appropriate to comment on the 
rulings," Steinbeimer said. 

Her staff confirmed she had 
ruled in favor of a defense motion 
to allow the defense to have jury 
consultanU and psychologists at 
the counsel table during jury 
selcction. 

Bosler said with the yean of 
experience of Vanisi's three 
lawyers, and because of the num· 
ber of people prejudiced qainst 
Vanisi, employing consultants or 
psychologists was unnecessary. 
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Jury mix poses potential problems in slaying of officer lljMibHwt...._ 
RENOOAZETTE-JOUltNAL 

Jury consultants say 11 would be extreme! difficult, but not . . 
ble, for~~ of a police~ sit Impartially on a jtiry trylna a man for the aiieg'ed murder of another otli=". 

"It WCJUid be a treat deal to uk of the spauae of a police officer to !ell­del' a verdict, make a decision, wbich 
- independent of the kind of hJ. inp that abe must have for police 
officers and their actvice," said Jton 
~.a profe310rolpsycboJoay at the UIIIVriy of Nevada, Reno and dim:tor of its Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies. 

•n•s perhaps an insurmountable 
obstacle," be said. 

Tbe wife of a police officer was 
lllllOII8 the 161Jerson jury that beard evidence apinst Siaosi V anisi, 28, 
accused of kill.ins a university police 
sergeant a )'ft1' ~· before !he~ declared a mistrial on unrelated ar­
cumstaJICeS this month. 

Dillebay bas been a jury selection 

cOmultant on about 80 cases pota1- than the particular occupations they 
• • =r~~~~!·: ~~~i~ F~n-:-;,~!"Rw~~~y:: Defense lawyers offer some obJections, too jwy, he said, mdicata to him that the remiiJbbly liberal and there may be defeme bad other~ jurors other IIOiice officers' wives who BR with pRdisposiuons against the mnartably tOOSerVative." detmdanl. · He adriowledaed a strong bond "If they tee others wone than between police officers and officers' someone with this kind of what c:ouJd flunilles. only be considered a va, dole cmo- "But given that family atmospbere tiona! ClOUDeCtion, il_II!!YJ. ~ and that brotbe1~ ~ BRstill about tboseotben," lJilldlaysaid. able to make rati JUdamCDU on Cbuc:k Dicbon, a psycbolosift · the facts of a Cllle," Dicbon said. who owm Trial Scicncc Inc., a jury Still, he wouldn't CIICOW'IIgC the comultiDa fum, said a police officer's defcnR to select a juror with a strona wife can be objective. even in such a affiliation with the victim. case. Jim IUclwdson, a IOCioiOID' pro-• Juron in 1J1!neRi make a decision fessot at UNR, sees a police offi.ter's based on tbc facts or the case and wife on tbeJury u a "very odd cir­tbat's even moR~ so if it's a pJ'Oionted cmnstsnce. trial," he said. "It's dear that tbc "I don't see how a person ln that defeme would bave more to over- situation t'Ollld not personalize what come with people wbo have an afllli- 11'\:nt oo, what a1le&e<fly happened," ation to the YJCtim, that is a po!ia~ Ricbardson said. MJ thlnk it would be officer's wife. But rm impres1ed with vay difficult for sucb a person to be bow people rile to the occasion by fair and impill'tiaL I think it would be atteudi.oato the facts oftbe CII5C. ~difficult not to ••• sit then: and be "The petSOllal attitudes that peo.. 88)'1 ng, 'There bat for tbe grace of ple bave are probably more powerful God go I.' " 

By llllut MendaJWDn 
RENO QAZ£1TE.JOURNAL 

Several defense lawyers say hav­
ing an officer's wife on a jur)r in a coP-killing c:ase makes it difficult lbr the defendant ro act a talr trial. 

"I think it is always a problem in any kind of criminal case wbcn you 
have people closely Rlatod to law enforcement officerS on the jury," 
said Michael Pescbetta, an usistant federal public defender wbo for­
merly headed the Death Penalty 
Resource Ceater in Nevada. "It's just natural for people in that posi· 
tion to identify mon: with the law enfon:ement people. 

"In a capital (death penalty) case, 
It's a panicular problem because 
heR, the homicide victim is a 
police officer, and I would expect that the prosecution in the penalty 
phase is goina to P.ut the {dcceued) police officer's w1fe on the stand to 

testify about the effect of the homi­
cide. The notion that people R!lated to police officers are not 10~ to be inflamed by that kind of test1mony is just unrealistic." 

The wife of a police officer wu amona the 16-person jury that beard evidence this month apinst Siaosi V anisi, 28, amiRd of killina 
a university police BefllC8llt a year 
ago. After four dars of trial, the 
judge dec:lared a miStrial due to a tnanscript error. 

Defmse lawyer John Ohlson said 
it's obvious the defense wouldn't 
want an olfiCeT's wife on the jury. 

"You have 1 tremendously sym­pathetic wife in the p_enon of the 
widow of tbe polic:e officer who wu killed, with whom these women are 
going to identify," be said. 

usometimes that happens when 
you ' R pickina a jury; you just get 
stuck with people who tell r.JU they can be fair and impartial. It's a 
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niJbtm~re, but sometimes it hap­
pens. ... Anybod] who tells you they know what tbcy R doing when they 
pick a jury is just kiddina." 

Ohlson RCailed a case in wbieb 
be and another defi:nse lawyer W\lT'e convinced a juror would go asainst them. When the trial ended, the defendant was folllld Innocent on 
44 eounts and it wu thlt juror who 
led the charge for tbe defense. 

John Oakes, anotber private defmae lawyer, said lt ma.Y. be impOISl'ble for an officer's 1Vlfe to give the IICetned murderer of a police officer a fair trial. 
"Obviously it't an emotiona1 case," he said. "Police officers have 

a very tight group and wives of offi· c:en. too, and I've known many of tbem for many yean. The greatest fear of an omcer's wife Is that the 
officer ill goiog to act shot and not c;Ome home. That's a fear tbcy live 
~th every day." 
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Seledion 
ofjurors. 
questioned in 
cop killing 
IIJ Mike Hendanon 
RENO GAZl!Tl'E-IOURNAL 

The wife of a police officer was on the JU!f. that tried aDe~d cop killer Siaoli Vamsi becauae defense la")'U! aaid they tliCd up their c:haUenges removins othe01 more prejudiced apiDat their client 
And a Califomiajury ~ sultant says the Waahoo · Co11111t trial judge wu "naive to think a fair trial wu poesible for Vanisi with a cop's wife on the,iucy. After fonr days m court, Washoe Dilltrict 1udae Con­nie Steinheimcr declared a mistrial Jan. IS d~ the proaccution of V ani11, 28-t accusedofthe January 199ts hatchet killing ofUiliversity of Nevada. Reno police Sgt. GecqcSulJivan. Themittii­al stemmed ftom anerrnr in the transcript of a witness statemcnttopolic:e on which thedefensewubaled.AAeW trial was set for Sept. 7. 

"We tried to chaJicnlc u many people aa we could." Depvty Pablic Defender Jeremy Bosler said. "Even 
~ead· pegPle saidd' ~.had ..... y ~.orme o~ona and could not be fair, the Judse said thlt wasn't a Ra­son toexcludetbem.from the 

~~ente l&W)'etll said SteiDbeimer Mused to remove the police oft1ccr'a w:lte from the 16-Denon jury. In tbc trial, the defemle and proaecution each BOt to dianihs eight people from the · jury; the jn(lp can remove any juror foi cause. "Whether be can get a fair 
See VAIIISI on page 10A 
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Vanisi 
FI'Oihpqe lA 

trial in this county mnains to be 
seen," Bosler said. urr you toot at 
jury selection in the last trial, it 
doesn't seem there is a very good 
likelihood he can get a fair trial. 
That's a decision the Supreme 
Court is goina to have to make and 
the record will eventually make its 
way up there." 

Despite her marri'F to a law 
officer, the juror said 1n court she 
could overcome any bias she mil!ht 
have and render a fair verdict. 

"The judge should not have 
relied on (the woman's) self· 
assessment that she could be fair 
and impartial," said Lois Heaney, 
a senior trial co115Uitant for the 
National Jury Project. For 25 
years, the Oakland, Calif., firm has 
helped defense lawyers and prose­
cutors select jurors, especiaUy in 
higb-proflle caacs. 

Not auto•atlcally oat 
On the mailed summons, 

prospective jurors are asked 
whether they are related to a law 
enforcement officer. Steinbeimer 
said after the trial a juror's mar· 
rlage or former marriage to a police 
officer does not constitute an auto­
matic di~~qualification. 

uNo human is disqualified for 
jury service because of their pro­
fession except for $tatutory 
exemptions," she said Friday. 

Laurance Hyde, a former law 
school dean and former National 
Judicial College dean, ~with 
Steinheimer that mamaae to a 
police officer does not disqualit'f a 
person from sittins on the Vamsi 
case. . 

"It gives rise to whether she 
could act fairly, but I do not thlnt 
that automatJcally every person 
who meets a certain profile ts aoinJ 
to act accordinsto that prof!le," he 
said. 

He noted V anisl, 28, was born in 
Toga. a South Pacific island. 

"lrtherewasaTonaaneseonthat 
jury, should that juror be stricken . 
.. m the absence of all other fac· 
ton?" Hyde asked. "I personall).' 
do not think so. I don't thint it s 
automatic that any Tonaanese 

would vote in favor of this defen· 
dant because he was also a 
Tonaancse." 

A week after the trial, the judge, 
defense lawyers and prosecutors 
said they weren't certain which 
asency employed the juror' 
spouse. Thejudseandaprosecutor 
tholl8ht It was the sheriff'J depanw 
ment. A defense lawyer thought it 
was school di1trict police. 

District Attorney Richard 
Gammick asreed be~ related to 
an officer does not disqualify a 
juror, even in a case In which the 
defendant is accused of killing a 
police officer. 

"The ultimate question is, 
'Reaardless of who you are and 
wbat your beliefs are aad what 
your oplllion is and what you've 
heard, can you base your decision 
011 the law and the facts?' " 
Gammick said. uWhat 's tbe differ· 
ence In that and lfyou have a truck 
driver who was ldlled and you have 
a truck driver come in for jury 
duty?" 

Tlaht-knJt community 
Heaney disaareed with Gam· 

mick'sualOI)'. Thedaqerinhav· 
ina a police officer's wife on a jury 
sitting in judgment of tbe alleged 
killerofanotberofficeriscomplex, 
Heaney said. 

Police are a tiibt·knit communi­
ty known for coming together to 
support other officers and their 
families, she said. 

"You bave to assume that thls 
police officer's wile hilS worried 
about her own husband and other 
people she bas known," Heaney 
said. 

"She JM?SSibl¥ hBi even attended 
memonal serv1ces for ~lice offi· 
cers and lrnows what it 1slike to be 
be an outsider looking at the wife 
and families of those · who have 
died as police officers. This sug­
aesu she bas a certain kind of 
bias."' 

"How does she ao home and 
answer, if she were to acquit this 
man, to her officer and other peo­
ple in the police officer communi­
ty? People arc going to be upset if a 
person who is in this state is not 
conlcted. How does she deal witb 
not succumbing to the press11re to 
punish someone who could have 
killed them?" 

Removal ofjaron 
Under state law, a judge 

removes jurors ~ror cause" in sev­
eral situations, among them a 
prospective juror's linn convic­
tion that a defendant Is aullty or 
innocent, lack of understandina 
of EnsJish, blood relationsbiJ? to 
one of the parties or physical 
problems such as hcarins or 
vision impairment makiq it dif· 
fiCUit for someone to view the evi­
dence or listen to testimony. 
Lawyers can request removals for 
cause. 

Lawyers also have peremptory 
cballenaes to remove a prospec­
tive juror for any reason except 
for gender, race, creed, religion 
and other so-c:alled "protected" 
areas. The prosecution bad eight 
peremptory challenaes ·and the 
defense had eight. The judge 
denied a defense request for 
more. 

"We ran out of peremptory 
cballeoaes, and we couldn't 
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excuse all the people who said 
they couldn't be fair or were relat· 
ed to law enforcement or had 
some other characteristic that 
would have influenced their abil· 
ity to sit fairly on the case," Bosler 
said. 

He said the defense, in a new 
trial, will renew its request to 
move the trial out of Washoe 
County and for additional 
peremptory challenges. 

•Becaase the case is still pend· 
ing, I don't think it would be 
appropriate to comment on the 
rulings," Steinheimer said. 

Her staff confirmed she had 
ruled in favor of a defense motion 
to allow the defei1Se to have jury 
consultants and psychologists at 
the counsel table darina jury 
selection. 

Bosler said with the yean of 
experience of Vanisi's three 
lawyers, and because of the num· 
ber of people prejudiced against 
Vanisi, employina consultants or 
psychologists was unnecessary. 
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Jury mix poses potential problems in slaying of officer ., .. ........_ 
RENOOAZETTE·JOURNAL 

Jury consultants say u would be 
extremely difficult, but DOt impossi­
ble, for the wife of a police officer to 
sit lmpaJtially on a jury tlylqa man 
for the allcxed murder of another 
oftbr. 

"It would be I p-eat deal to ale of 
the spouac of a police officer to ren­
der a verdict, make a decision, which 
- independent of the ldnd of feel.. 
inp that abe must hive for police 
officers and thCir ~mice," said Ron 
~.a profeslorofpsycb.oiOI)r at 
the UIIIVersity ofNevada, Reno and 
directct of its Orant Sawyer Center 
for .Justice Studies. 

•Jt's perhaps an iruurmountable 
obJtade," he said. 

Tbe wife of a pollee ofticer WD 
among the 16-person jury that beard 
evideDce aaainst Siaasi V anisi, 28, 
accused of IGI!ins • university police 
seraeant a ynr ~· before the j~ 
dedared a mistrial on unrelated c:u­
ctl1115ll1Jlr.e this month. 

Dillehay has been a jury selection 

cOnsultant on about 80 caaes paten- than the particular occupatioDs they 
tiaUy involvins the death penalty, be have. For eumple, theR may be 
sald ~an officer's wife on the police off'acers' wives who RR 
jury, he said, mdicata to him that the remllfbbly llbeni and there may be 
dekme J.ld other _prospectiye jurors other J)Otice officers' wives wbo are 
with predispositiOns against the remarbbly COIISeiV8tive." 
defi:ndalll. · He Klmowledtled a strong bond 

"1f they see others worse than betwm1 police officers and offic:ers' 
!IOliiCODC with this kind of what could ftunilles. 
only be considered a very cloae emo- '"But given that family atmospheR 
tiona!~ it_~~ IIJld Lhai brotherhood,~ RRstliJ about tbotle others," UiUellay said. able to make ratiooal.iudaments on 

Chuck Dickio~ a paycholosift the filets ofa c:aee," DicboD said. 
who OWDS Trial ScientC Inc.,_~jury Still, he wouldn't CllCOUti!IJe the 
comultiD& firm, said a police officer's dcfeme to select a juror with a&troog 
wife can 6e objective, even in such 1 aftililltion with the vic:tim. 
~ Jw~a~p~ 

• Juran in FDCBI mab 1 decisioo fes&or at UNR, aees a polia olmer's 
bued on the facts of the case and wife on thejury as a "very odd ~ 
that's even maR so ifit's aprolo!IFd cumstance. 
trial," be said. "It's clear that the '"I don'ts= how a penooln that 
defeme would have more to over- situation could not penonalize what 
come with people who have an affiH- went on, what aJleaedly happened," 
atlon to the VICtim, that is a police Ridwdsonsald. •1 tlllnlt It would be 
officer's wife. But rm impressed with very diflic:uk for Ncb a person to be 
bow people riae to the occasion by fair and impartiaL I think it would be llttcildiDato the fads oftbe case. ~ difficult not to ... m there and be 

"The penonat attitvdes that peo- 88)'1 ns. 'There b11t for the arace of 
pie have are probably mote powerful God 80 I.' " 

Defense lawyers offer some objections, too 
11r llllle Hendenlon 
RENO GAZETIE·JOURNAL 

Several defense lawyers say hav­
ing an officer's wife on a jury in a 
cop-ltilling case makes it difficult 
lbr the defendant to aet a fair uiat. 

•J think it is alwars a problem in 
any kind of crimina case when you 
have people closely Rlated to law 
enforcement olflcen on the jury," 
said Michael Pescbetta, an assistant 
federal public defender wbo for· 
merly headed the Death Penalty 
Resoun:e Center in Nevada. "It's 
just natural for people in that posi· 
tion to identify more with the law 
enforcement J)COJ)Ie. 

"In a capital (c:fcath penahy) case, 
It's a panlcular problem because 
here, the homicide victim is a 
police offig:r, and I would expect 
that the prosecution in the penalty 
phase is soin~ to P-Ul the (dcc:eased) 
police officer s Wlfe on the stand to 

teatify about the effect of the bomi· 
cide. The notion that people Rlated 
to police of'!'M%n are not aoinJ to be 
inflamed by that kind of testimony 
is iust unretlistic." 

The wife of a police officer was 
amon& the 16-person jury that 
beard evidence this month apinst 
Siaosi Vanisi, 28,11CQU0d ofkillin& 
a university police sergeant a year 
ago. After four da~ of trial, the 
judge declared a DUStrial due to a 
ti'IIISCI'ipt error. 

Defeme lawyer John Ohlson said 
it's obvious the defense wouldn't 
want an off'ICeT'swifeon tbejury. 

"You have a tremendoiiSiy sym­
pathetic wife in the person of the 
widow of the police officer who was 
killed, with whom these women &Je 
going to Identify," be said. 

"Sometimes that happens when 
you're pickin& a jury; you just get 
stvck wlth people wbo teD y'Ju they 
can be fair and impartial. It's a 

...... 
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niptmare, but sometimes it hap­
pens. ... Anyb~ wbo tells you they 
know what tbey R doing wben they 
pick a jury is just kidding." 

Ohlson recalled a case In which 
be and another delimse lawyer were 
convinced a juror would go apinst 
them. When the trial ended, the 
defl:ndant was fo1Uid Innocent on 
44 counts and it was that juror who 
led the chlrflC for the defense. 

John Oakes, another private 
defnse lawyer, cald It ma.r. be 
impossible for an officer's 'IVlfe to 
give the accused murderer of a 
police officer a fair trial. 

"Obviously it's an emotional 
case:," he said. "Police officers have 
a very tight group and wives of offi­
cers, too, and I've knO'IVll many of 
them for many years. The sreatest 
fear of an officer's wm Is that the 
officer ill going to aet shot and not 
c;ome bome. That's a fear they live 
\rith every day." 
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A daily look at pcoplo, places and events making news in the Rd 

Psychiatric evaluation ordered · 
for suspect in UNR slaying llflllk• ............. 
RENOGAZE'Ff'E.JOURNAL 

A judpl bas ordc:Rd a psyc;biatric evaluatton for the man accused of murderin.s a Univasity of Nevada, Reno police setBea.ut and who made a. veiled thmrtTucsdayapinstapro:r.­ecutor. 
Meanwhile, ChiefDeputy Washoe District Attorney Dave !baton said Siaoai V anisi tried to tunnel under a fence at Nevada State Prison about a week ago and was shot with rubber bullets. He had becnsenttotbeprison for safekeeoiq after he became ad!. ciplineproblem at theW amoe Coun-­

ty Jail, Stanton said. 
V anis~ 28, is chaqr:d with first-de­

gree murder in the hatdlct slaying of 
Sgt. George Sullivan. ~31 on Jan. 13, 1998. V aliisi's first trial earlier this 
~ended in mistrial and a new trial 
lS scheduled in September. Prosecu­
to,. are leddns tae death pc:nalty. .. 1 am not 'the troublemaker," Vanisi told Washoe District Judge ConnieSteinheimerat a pretrial hear­ing after Stanton spoke about his dis­cipline problems. 

"I would like to say to him and his 

TODAY'S 
FOI.IJIW-III 
PEOPLE AND EVENTSniAT 

HA VEMADEHEADLINES 
co~ that the time will come; v anil1 said,lookins at Stanton. 

Steinbeimer orde~d a psychiatric evaluation for V anisi after Deputy 
Public Defender Steve Grcaory said be doubts whether V mili it C81Jable of assisting in his own defense. Vanisi, be said, .. cannot control his emotioos.." 

Glen Whorton, spokesman for the Nevada Department ofPrisons, said V auisidid notmakeaseriousattempt to escape. 
"There was no tunnel," Whorton said ... He was ttYinato scrape his way under a fence. If he'd gotten under 

that felloe, he'd have had fQur or five more fences to get across. It was real­
If a futile, unprepared and tm50phis­ttcated misconduct." 

Other misconduct, said District Attorney Richard Gammict, 1m in. 

wlvc:d rdbsal to cooperate with jail­ers at the Wuhoe Coun~ Jail. 
.. Hc~intohca llingfits,run- ' nina around naked":l:ating on his · door, disrupting other prisoners." 

Gammict said, I Gammicksaid he bas a six- to eight- , inch staclc of reports en V anisi's di.t­
cipline problems. Prosecuton have previously said the man ofT onpncsc 
descent has also chanted and done Tonganesc dances in jail and said Tuesday that he continues to chant B!ld dance. 

Vanisi ~in court in a red jail jumpswt and in lea and ann 
chains to restrict his movement. Het was wcariq his hair in a shagy Mowhawk style, with lo~ hair=;\ ningfrombisforebeadtobisneckand

1 tho sides clean shaven. He also had a. fuUbcard. I 
Stanton said V anisi's "stranac be­havior'" could be an attempt to slow ' down the justice process. 
He said he hopes Steinbeimer's or• dering an evaluation orv anisi by two 

f'Ychiatrists will determine whether be's truly mentally ill llr whether he's malingering. which is a fancy word for faking iL .. 
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Judge delays trial of: ., .......... _. 
lll!NO~ 

accused UNR U~lnurdCrer : 
WHA T' S NEXT 
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Judge to decide if accused killer can defend selfi a...._ H .. ,.,,,.... of SaL Geofal: Sullivan in Jan'Wil'li ... The Ultimate penalty for my would appoint one m'Vani1i'1 et;tr· : RENO<lAZETI'E-JOURNAL 1998. · cue, formpituation. would be the nmt lawYers to be available to him; · "He's not required to have any dcath~:betoldStcinbcimct. for conaUltationa durin& tho trial. 1 Wuhoe DiJtrict Judge Connie lepl skillJ whatsoever,• Deputy Vaniluaaidheundmtandlthatifhe Hepreviouslyhutriedtodiac:]wge; Steinheimer iJ expected to rule Public Defender Steve G:rcaorytold makes a tllctical error in lril trill, it his counsel. : t~ wheth« tbe accused killer of Steinheimer. could mean the jury would be more · Vanisi laid be baa a hiah achool1 aUmvertityofNev~RenopoHce Vanisi told Steiohcimet he un- indined to sentence him to delth. education, il otherwise Jett:~ : scqeant can defend himself at biJ dentandsitisoftenumrilcb-a~ Gamma said be il unaware of and reatk extensively, prhnarily, SeDt. 7 triaL fendant to conduct his own defense IDOther WlllhocCountn1enon who about ICie'Jx:c and the law. llotb prosec:uton and defense andthathemaybeata 11-..w. ..... - hal represented himldf"in a death- An eadier trJal th:ll yar resulted lawyasforSiaosiVanili.29,11lidhe becausehelaWth.eJcaii8idia~ DellJl1ty case, althoutl JeVeral Las inamistrialafteranerror_.crlt.ic::alto bas an •unequivocal lllld funda· prosecutorS, District Attorney Vegas mea have done so. Some of the defense1 was found m a police meatal comtitutional right"' to de· Rk:hard Gammick and Chief them are now on death row. t.raDicript ouninteniewwitha wit-fend himself in the hatchet slaying Deputy Dave Stanton. Stcinheimer, in all likelihood, ness in the case. · 
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Judge won't let Vanisi be hiS own lawyer j 11w 111M llelltle••• 
State Prilon which required~ n't even tbouaht o( which is One,• 

RENOGAZETTE-JOOllNAL V.,.. siveactiononthcpartofthepnsoo Distric:t Attomey Richard Gam-Won't appeal pard~, as well u lm:ral incidents mH:ksaidof'Steinheimer"adcc:iJion. The aamed batcbct mwderer of Judge St8Jn. at the Washoe County Jail. • . He lllidproaec:uton usuallydon"t 
a University of Nevada, Reno po- helmer'l decision. She alto cited the complexity of like to 10 to trial apinat someone 
Ike ~t canoot act u hil own the cue, notiq Vauiai also is reprctcmtin& bimsClf bc:c:auJC it'a 
lawyer at hia Sept. 1 trial, a Washoe charpd with robbins two c:onve-- IDOR diftbilt to try a cue. District Court judge ruled Wedoes- nieaCc stoxa and auto theft. He ill 1bc prosccotion bal to take extra 
day. 

alia UDder medbtion for a manic- c:areto~the defendant'ariahta 
Siaoli Vanili, 29, w:il1 not appeal depmRve condition. axe oblerved duJo!l!f trial so prose-

In"- Connie Stdobeimer"a ruHnt. SteiJJheimer said the cue "'is not c:utors and the public won't have to 
aaicf Joba Potty chiof appellate Steinbeimcr cited factoniiDDCall one where it \1011ld be ftmduaen- eodure the extra time aod espeme 
deputy for the p~ defeo<ler's of. cowtthave Did C8D 1'81Ultindeaial tally fair or rcmJt in a fair trial to oCa ocwtdal if a convic:tloD il over-
flee. oftbat riaht. indudiqiftherequeat aDOwadefendant with ahisluckool tomed on appeal. VaaiaipvcnoteiiiODforwu:d.iul is made to delaythotrlaL education, Mr. Va.oili'a mental "'ur experience bu been that 
to represent himlcl£ · Sbc ruled that to be the c:ae with health illuea and current draa med- eveg time we have a (aelf-repre-

He ia KCU~ed of killing Sgt. Vanisi, who said he decided the icationa to repment himself while ICilti.q) dcfendu" the trialtiui· 
Geol'll Sullivan on the UNI{cam- sameiD.OiltbSuUmmwukiJiodthat facin..l the potential of the death c:d.y tuma into li cm:us, • be said. 
pua :in January 1998. · ho wanted to repraeut himlclf. penalty. • '"rve never see a cue where they 

Althouah pi'OieClltion and do- V auili did not ak to teptelleDthlm· Petty said 1he judp'unlinl can- knew wbat they were doiq. mcan-
feille lawyers c:ontended at a hear- aelfuntillastweek. not be appealed now bat could be i~Jttbe def'endant. iDa Tuesday that V anili bu an "'no- steinlu:imetallo uid Y aDili "''laa UICd .in an appeal ifV IIDisi is found Whoever coined the phrase 
eqUivoCal and ftmdameutal colllti- a history of agre.uiYe and dilrup. guilty. 'Whoever reprc:seots himself baa a 
tutiooal right• to rcpreaent himseH; tive behavior wJUJe at the Nevada "She came up with thinpwe had- fool for a c:tiior was dead on." 
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• 

Murder At UNR 
A SECOND TR .IAL FOR THE MAN 

ACCUSED OF KILLING A UNR COP IS 
SET To START NExT : MONTH 

If it bldll't beeD for oae miltyped 
word, tho trial of~ hlldlet­
mUrderer Siaosi Vmrili would be 
over by now, except b the appelll 
proccu If he hadlleen toad piky. 

Bill becaae of tbll enor-foUDd 
durins bis first trW .. ~ 
proccu is lllarlial! ell over, wid! jury 
IIOicdioa IDl to bep1l A'll- 30. His · 

erial ia ICbodulld to a.t OliO -­
.... Oft Sapt. 6. He ,_ 1bc ciDIIb 
penalty if coavided. 
~- IICi::ulcd of OftD of 

the mOlt llOU'iouiiiiUIII8n ill 
Norlbom N'eftda bbtury. Just 
bafare I a.m. 011 JaiL 13, 1998, 
UNR 1tudent Alllhw Cioc:cacamo 
- the bodf ot UNit police sas. 
Oearp SuUiva 11111r die idJrm. 
lioa kiolk ollbt UNR ....._Ill 
Ninth llld Cenlei-*-a. Javesd .. 
toni aid SulliYa dW a1be JWak 
of llllllleiOII blows to tbe bellll will 
a balcllet. A cellular pbulie, ~~oaf 
widl SulliYa'a .4J.c:lllber ..vice 
pllld IIUIIIfii'OIII ocber itllllll, -
ltoiUI fnm SuDivu llld bil patrol 
car. 

Some ofdDe itlaml. inclodiq 
tbe ..... - ... fOIIIId wldl 
v.aili vm. hD - ellpllmd a few 
days 1-.r ill SaJt I...aU City, accord­
.. 10 palk:e report~. Ofticiala claim 
Vlllili abo robbed two-~ 
m- IIIORI tbar1ly aftar StdtiYa'a 
dlllllb. 

Waboe C01mty D1Dict Aaor-

ney ~O .. ••t!-:k wbo t. 
taJrn tbe 1'111'0...,., af,.._ny 
piOICICIIdas tho Vania cao-said 
be expecg tbe lriiiiO lal about 
dno ...... He~ 100..150 
poiCIIdal juron. will be weeded 
dowa to 16 men 8lld women-12 
juron lllld four lll1erutea, who will 

tim of a man who 
bouaht a hatchet .from 
Wai-Mart for $7 and 
then started looldni 
for a cop to kiD. 

IIOl be.....,_, dllriuJ tbc 1rial. 
<lmiDiic:k aid be feels COIIfidaat 

about die cue eplm& 'Valllll, wbidJ 
ioclwb tile murder-weapon hatch­
et, SuDiva'• gmllld wnoe­
illcladins people Vaisi reportedly 
told lboal tbe IIBII'IIIr--ful of 
.... flellifled .. lbe oriliDIIII'IIII 
before lr. Cllded pr:alllbll'ely. 

"We blwe • .troiiJ cae." he said, 

adclinl (j() ~have beollll& 
poeaMd. "Bit rve ~ doina this 
too 1011110 spccullte tho OIIII:Ome of 
a jury trial." 

Olllnmlc:lt lllid be - n:lieved 
lblt w.tJoe Diatrit:t Court Judp 
CoaaiC SleiDhcimer denied. 
RICCDl motima by VaDili for bJm ID 
~ hlWIIIIIf. In bar dccialon, 
a cited a!Jck of lepJ lalowledp 
011 Vlllill'i bebalf and biJ poor 
behavior wljJe in jail. whicb led to 
hiltraMfer 10 lbe Ne\'lda &Ito 
Prilou lOr IIOCWity reaons. Jail offi.. 
ciJU -.y v.m.i ... tided llllCODJII!I' 
alive 11 timel, widl n:pons Df him 
ODpJina In lllraltp behavior such 
at-'oJhil ~on his 
beld. . 

"'f he had repraculed biuuclt 
we would have had to be~ 
ud Wilds to llllko SID wbal be did 
lllllyed lepl, .. Oammiclt llid. 

SIBnbcilner'• dealal of ValilJi'• 
DIOli01 a1Jo sivea 'Yinill poaiblc 
srouncls for • ~ sbould be be 
COIIvicled. All dcldh pculty­
In IMIIOinalically llppeled to lbt 
Nevada Suprano Ccut. . . 

Vlmlsl·• ~lawyeR­
beplaJ! 11111111 011 wbll their defDole 
will be. Depuly Public Defead« 
Stew CJreaory did D1t relunl rcpell&­
ed phoae c:aiJs ftom lbe RN&R.. 
. ao-wr. ID tbe fnllrial, lbe 

clef- cmftod by P1lbllc ~ 
Mlcbal Spec:ehio cried to show that 

WCPD10006 
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Defenders ask ~ 
state high court 
to take them off 
UNR killing trial 

Def'eme lawyem who want 
oft' the cue of the man ~ 
QliCd ofllay:iq a Urdwrsity 
ofNmuta, .ao police off{.. 
ccr took their pa Friday to 
the Nevada ~ .. Collrt. 

Wuhce ~ Judp 
ConDie Steiuheim.• raled 
earlier this wccli: that the­

J Washoe County PubUc ~ 
, , fender's Office InUit repre­

sent Siaosi Vanisi, 29, mm 

WHAT'S NEXT 

thOUJb tJwy are at odd* with 
Vaoisi ondefcoiO llratOIY. "------__.J 

Abo, they cxmtcDd follOw- nicatioM, would nat com­
iq Vanili's .wiabcl for a de- mcnt on why they want to 
feDieaDiultaclaaqcllemur- withdraw frum the case. ·· ·: 
deml SBL Gec.:1rF SulHvu, Wasboo District JudP 
43, with a hak:blt in January Cmmie Slc:iDhcim« hal ld.d 
1991 would be a breach of atleutODecloaedbearinaOli 
Jeulethicl. the ilne of whether Do• 

1n an affidavit, Chief and. GrcJ01'3" can withdraw1 Deputy PubHc Dcfeuder IOiliQ the traDicripts aaq 
Stevm Grepry aid Vanili IIOIDe mated ordm. : , 

Q!t::on•:t;-the~ tbe~tioa~~ 
cfence.!P= he said. c:ouJ~o- iatbe~~onthem.ur-

·. . aeJ foe the State B11r of Nev. derdaarp. bepnintbc~s <brhas advised lim l.lld ~- but wu ,declared a mtatrUll 
couutel Jem!ly Boslft'; a · before it ended. ; -
deputy vublic dcfcndef that A uew trial W8l schedDicid 
uaina- the defenM v aniai to bePn next week bat Stein­
wants would violate a bcimDr postponed it to liVe 
Supreme Court rale. The bar the dd'CDIC an opportunity to 
coUnlel illanadrilerof etbka. take their appeal to the Neva­
The rule cited deals wi1Jl da Supreme Court. The Jrlih 
la'W)W oblipticma concern- c:ourt does not have to have. a 
iq use of a lawyer by a de- bcarina on the inue. It caa 
fendant '"to ~ctrate a simply affirm Stirinheimei'a 
crimeorfraud andaclicnt't dccisionwithOtJtcomm.eDtbi 
inailtenc:e on •punuiJ:Ia an itcanhave~tbeD"* 
objeetivethd the Ia that her rutina Will cilrtect Or 
aiders repuaoant o'?; incomict. If it holda that she 
dent. • The defeasc lawyers. erred, the judp would ~ 
citing their inability to dil- have to appoint new lawyers 
_close lawyer-client eommu- to IeprC~CDt V aniai. 
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Cop-killing case fa• 
UNR ottlcer slalna Suspect creates 
two legal hurdles for prosecutors, 
defense lawyers and Washoe judge. 

murder in the 
January 1998 
hatchet slay­
ina of Sat. 
George Sulli-

., MID a •• ., .... 
RENO OAZEl"ll!-JOURNAL 

The aa:uaed k:illi:t of a UDi­
vCJSityof'Nevada.Rcnopolke 
officer bu thrown two lepl 
obatadal into th8 path ofpros­
ec::otcm, defemre lawyers and 
thejadgebef'onhill tdallched­
uled later this month. 

van. 
Ifaconvk:- · 

AreqliCitfrom the Wuboe tion il rc­
Coimty ~<: defender'• of. versed, that ficc that 1t be allowed to with- would likely ._V_at....,;llsl~ ........... 
draw u coumel to Siaosi mean a third · 
Vanisi. 29, could delay the trial for Vanisi, whose first 
trial. Tbejud&e'• deuialofarc- trial in lllDUIIl'Y wu dedan:d a 
qullltthathebeallowedto~ mistrial before it ended. Tri­
raent bimlclfi ~ul~ mutt JD . aJs, by one estimate, cost tax" a revePal by :reocnu courts if p_~yersmorc:than$2,300aday. 
he is convicted of fint-degrec The V anisi trial is expected to 

ces uncertain future 
last about tbn:o weeks. not the way the l)'ltem lbould It all amOlllrtlto "a bunch of· worlc. • WHAT'S NEXT 
convoluted hopub" in the' In her rulina Jut week. The Nevada Supreme Court view of Chief Deputy Diatrk:t • Wuhool>iltrlct ludgcCounie muet declc:le whether WaahOi.( · Attorney David Stanton, who. Steinheimc:r followed two County Judge Connie · · ilaeetm&thedeathpcnaltyfor· main cuca, one federal and S1elnheimerwascorrectln V anisi. · one state, reqo.iriq a trial ling the ty bRo '"To me, what iJ dismayina jodFtobouoraself·.repre~CD- ~der'~fflce :m about thil whole proceu ia bdionreqaestuceptinc:ertain repreeent Slaoal Vanlsl ~ hll to be a rijbt IDiwcr circ:umstanc:ea such u at-fur tbc judge about matins a tempt to delay trial or disrupt detplta a conftlct between deciJion in thiJ catie," Stanton · the .PfOCCii. the defendant and hla said. "'1'hm: are thOUIIUldt of· Vaniti'a request came just lawyers. The coun can uphold published decisioDL We · weeb before trial, oriaiually thetrlal}udgeorreveraeher. should learn from them. scheduled this week. 'J."he If It reverses her, the trial "'Thm: should be an cay~~~~" probably w11 be delayed swer. Yettheteisn't,andthat'a See VANISI on4A again. 
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Vanisi 
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Man Wanted in the Hatchet Killing Of Officer Arrested After Standoff Standoff: Police Arrest 

Wanted Man Salt Lake Tribune (Utah) January 15, 1998, Thursday  
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LENGTH: 542 words 

 
HEADLINE: Man Wanted in the Hatchet Killing Of Officer Arrested After Standoff Standoff: 

Police Arrest Wanted Man 

 
BYLINE: GREG BURTON THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 

 

BODY: 
A man wanted in connection with the hatchet slaying of a University of Nevada police officer 

was taken into custody after a standoff with Salt Lake County sheriff's deputies late 
Wednesday. 

 

Three hours after the 6 p.m. standoff began, sheriff's deputies fired tear gas into the home 
and took cover as the suspect fired four or five rounds from a handgun. 

 

Officers returned fire and struck the suspect once in the arm.  
 

At about 9:30 p.m. the man made his way from a townhouse at Riverview Apartments (1665 
S. 1140 West) in Salt Lake City and set fire to a connected garage. The suspect returned to 

the home and walked into a back-door threshold and thrust his hands in and out of his pants 

pockets as though he were drawing a weapon. 
 

SWAT members fired a bean-bag gun at the man, knocking him down and rendering him 

unconscious. 
 

"It wasn't like he was crazy. It was more like he was despondent," Salt Lake County sheriff's 

Sgt. Jim Potter said. "And when we decided to shoot the bean bag, we came to the 
conclusion that he was trying to bait our officers out of cover." 

 
Deputies went to the residence on a tip from Nevada authorities that their suspect had prior 

arrests in the Salt Lake area. 

 
When deputies arrived, the man displayed a gun and barricaded himself in the residence, 

said Salt Lake County Sheriff's Lt. Jay Southam. Deputies said the weapon the man displayed 

matched the description of one taken from the slain officer -- a .45 caliber Glock handgun. 
 

During the standoff, detectives phoned the man several times, but he refused to talk without 
an interpreter, Southam said. 

 

A Samoan interpreter called, but the suspect also refused to talk to him and instead insisted 
on speaking with somebody in a Tongan dialect. Eventually, one of the suspect's relatives 

helped detectives relay messages. 

 
Potter said it had not been confirmed that the man was Siaosi Vanisi, sought in the hacking 

death of George Sullivan, 43, of Sparks, Nev. 
 

Page 1 of 2Search - 99 Results - Vanisi & SIAOSI
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Reno Police Lt. Phil Galeoto said, "It is our opinion right now that it is our suspect. We're very 

happy that at least we've located him." He said two Reno police detectives were en route. 
 

Witnesses and people who knew Vanisi said he was suspicious of police and told one of them 
that he killed Sullivan. 

 

"From all indications, this man is a menace," said Southam. "The information we have is, he 
told a friend he was going to search for an officer he was going to kill and then he found this 

man and murdered him with an ax." 

 
Late Wednesday in Salt Lake City, a man claiming to be Vanisi's cousin said he hadn't seen 

the suspect in seven years before he showed up at his aunt's home. 
 

"He didn't tell me nothing about the murder," the cousin said. "It was like really weird. I 

don't know what he was thinking coming here." 
 

An affidavit said that Vanisi recently moved to Sparks from Los Angeles and shared a house 

with Metuidela Tauveli, who said Vanisi had a hatchet. 
 

"Mr. Tauveli, and several other persons, also reported that in the days preceding the murder 
of Sgt. Daniel Sullivan they had heard Siaosi Vanisi repeatedly state, 'I want to kill a cop,' " 

the affidavit said. 

 
Tribune reporter Judy Fahys and The Associated Press contributed to this story 

 

LOAD-DATE: January 15, 1998  
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SWAT team nabs murder suspect Deseret News (Salt Lake City) January 15, 1998, Thursday  
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SECTION: LOCAL; Pg. B01 

 

LENGTH: 589 words 
 

HEADLINE: SWAT team nabs murder suspect 
 

BYLINE: By Don Rosebrock and Amy Donaldson Deseret News staff writers 

 
BODY: 

When the name Siaosi Vanisi came across the teletype machine,Salt Lake County sheriff's 

homicide detective Bob Bobrowski thought it sounded familiar. 
 

The notice said Reno police were trying to locate Vanisi in connection with the Tuesday ax 
murder of University of Nevada Police Sgt. George Daniel Sullivan, 43. 

 

Bobrowski and Sgt. Jerry Townsend did some checking and found that Vanisi had spent time 
in the Salt Lake County Jail. Those records led them to friends and relatives of the 27-year-

old man.  

 
"Everybody said, 'Yeah, we know him but we haven't seen him for a couple of years,' " said 

Salt Lake County Sheriff's Sgt. Jim Potter. 
 

Police left their business cards and went back to the office. 

 
"It wasn't more than an hour later they were calling saying, 'He's here,' " Potter said. 

 

Bobrowski and Townsend went to the Salt Lake fourplex at 1665 S. Riverside Drive (1140 
West) and saw Vanisi outside. 

 

They identified themselves as police officers, and Vanisi allegedly brandished a handgun and 
went back inside the apartment. The detectives called in SWAT officers from both Salt Lake 

City and Salt Lake County. 
 

It was the beginning of a 3 1/2-hour ordeal that included gunfire by an officer and ended 

with a 3-ounce beanbag bullet. 
 

Vanisi barricaded himself inside the apartment around 6 p.m. SWAT officers surrounded the 

building and evacuated nearly two dozen people from nearby houses and apartments. 
 

"He was taunting us," Potter said, noting the man repeatedly showed himself briefly and 
thrust his hands in and out of his pockets. 

 

He refused to speak with a hostage negotiator. About 9:30 he stuck his arm out the front 
door and appeared to point the gun in the direction of two SWAT officers in the hallway. 

 

"We don't have any evidence yet that he actually fired the gun," Potter said, noting police are 
still gathering physical evidence and information from SWAT team members. 

 
One of the officers in the hall, deputy Craig Meyers, fired one shot, hitting the gunman in the 

Page 1 of 2Search - 99 Results - Vanisi & SIAOSI
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arm. 

 
"That gave (the officers) a little time to retreat," Potter said. 

 
During the standoff, Vanisi told police there were three children in the apartment, which 

Potter said was soon determined not to be true. 

 
Vanisi also asked for a Tongan-speaking deputy, but Potter said most of the negotiations 

were done in English, through one of Vanisi's cousins. 

 
SWAT team members made their move around 9:40 p.m. after discovering the apartment's 

garage had been set on fire. Vanisi was driven to the rear of the apartment by tear gas. 
 

During one of Vanisi's appearances, a SWAT team member shot the beanbag gun through 

the back door, hitting the 270-pound Vanisi in lower stomach area. 
 

"He kind of stood there for a second and then said, 'What did you shoot me with?' " Potter 

said. Vanisi then collapsed and police arrested him. 
 

According to Reno authorities, Vanisi and a cousin he was staying with told a friend they 
were going to kill a police officer. Vanisi recently moved to Sparks, Nev., from Los Angeles, 

according to police. 

 
A search of the apartment Vanisi had been staying in turned up bloody clothing and gloves, 

along with a bloody hatchet, according to police. 

 
Two Reno detectives were reported enroute to Salt Lake Thursday morning. 

 
Potter said Vanisi was treated for the gunshot wound and then taken to the Salt Lake 

County Jail Wednesday night. 

 
Meyers was placed on paid administrative leave while sheriff's officials investigate the 

incident, which is standard procedure when an officer fires his weapon. 

 
LOAD-DATE: April 6, 1998  
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Suspect in Nevada police slaying taken into custody The Associated Press January 15, 1998, 
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HEADLINE: Suspect in Nevada police slaying taken into custody 

 

DATELINE: SALT LAKE CITY 
 

BODY: 
A man sought in the hatchet slaying of a University of Nevada policeman was arrested 

following a standoff that ended when police fired at him with a beanbag gun. 

 
Siaosi Vanisi, 27, was treated for a minor gunshot wound to the arm, then booked into the 

Salt Lake County Jail.  

 
After getting a tip, officers went to a townhouse apartment and confronted the suspect as he 

came out. He brandished a gun and went back inside. Negotiations went on for almost three 
hours until officers shot tear gas upstairs, forcing Vanisi downstairs. 

 

After Vanisi went into the garage and started a fire, SWAT officers encountered him in a 
hallway. He fired three or four shots and one officer fired back with a 9 mm handgun, striking 

Vanisi in the arm. 

 
Then they fired a 3-ounce beanbag that struck Vanisi in the chest and knocked him down. 

Officers handcuffed him and took him to a hospital. 

 
Authorities had been seeking Vanisi in the hacking death of 43-year-old George Sullivan, 

whose body was found early Tuesday. 
 

A passer-by discovered Sullivan's battered body lying next to his patrol car by a University of 

Nevada information kiosk. 
 

More than 100 officers searched the campus, which was shut down for the investigation. It 

reopened on Wednesday for faculty and staff members. Classes for the university's 11,600 
students resume next Tuesday. 

 
LOAD-DATE: January 15, 1998  

Page 1 of 1Search - 99 Results - Vanisi & SIAOSI

3/17/2010https://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?cc=&pushme=1&tmpFBSel=all&totaldocs=&tag...

86AA00943



Traffic Record Led To Standoff, Arrest Salt Lake Tribune (Utah) January 16, 1998, Friday  
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BODY: 

Accused police-killer Siaosi Rocky Vanisi mostly violated traffic laws in Utah before heading 

to California several years ago, leaving behind a largely innocent record including tussles 
over his failure to appear for court hearings. 

 
"It really isn't much," said Salt Lake County sheriff's Sgt. Jim Potter. 

 

But the Utah police record was enough to encourage Nevada detectives to send a facsimile of 
Vanisi, 27, to Salt Lake County in their search for the suspect in the hatchet homicide early 

Tuesday of University of Nevada, Reno, police Sgt. George Sullivan.  

 
Alerted to the manhunt, detectives in Salt Lake County swiftly found Vanisi in the company 

of Salt Lake City relatives and finally arrested him after a 3 1/2-hour standoff at the Riverside 
Apartments, 1665 S. 1140 West. 

 

Vanisi was charged on Thursday in Salt Lake City with being a fugitive from Nevada. 
Extradition proceedings that would bring him back to Washoe County to face homicide 

charges are expected to take place today in 3rd District Court. 

 
"We are extremely excited that he has been taken into custody, and wish to express our 

gratitude to all the officers and agencies that made this arrest possible," UNR police 

spokesman Sgt. Mark Covington told a Nevada newspaper late Wednesday. "We express our 
deepest sympathy to the Sullivan family, and know that this arrest doesn't take that pain 

away." 
 

Hours before the standoff, Vanisi seemed "pretty casual," despite the Sparks resident's 

sudden and unannounced return to Utah, said a cousin who requested he not be identified. 
 

"He said he was hungry, so we went to Arby's," the cousin said. "Then he said he wanted to 

play pool." 
 

The group then headed to a Salt Lake City pool hall, where Vanisi became "spooked," the 
cousin said, setting off a series of near-misses between detectives and Vanisi that led to the 

late-night standoff. 

 
The manhunt ended with just one injury despite volleys of tear gas, a flurry of gunshots and 

a bizarre garage fire set by Vanisi, who remained in the house while flames bubbled paint on 

adjoining walls. 
 

Vanisi was shot once in the arm and later subdued by SWAT officers who knocked him down 
with a high-powered beanbag gun. After the arrest, detectives recovered what is believed to 
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be Sgt. Sullivan's .45 caliber sidearm. 

 
The fire in the garage was extinguished quickly. 

 
An affidavit said that Vanisi recently moved to Sparks from Los Angeles and shared a house 

with Metuidela Tauveli, who said Vanisi had a hatchet. 

 
"Mr. Tauveli, and several other persons, also reported that in the days preceding the murder 

of Sgt. Daniel Sullivan, they had heard Siaosi Vanisi repeatedly state, 'I want to kill a cop,' " 

the affidavit said. 
 

Another resident of the Sparks apartment, Corina Louis, said she was watching television 
accounts of the killing with Vanisi later Tuesday and "he admitted that he had killed Sgt. 

George Daniel Sullivan." 

 
On Tuesday, Sullivan's body was found next to his patrol car, just inside the south end of the 

campus next to an information booth. He had been killed by repeated blows to the head with 

an object that an autopsy report said could have been a hatchet. 
 

A rubber-handled and apparently blood-stained hatchet reportedly was recovered from 
Vanisi's Sparks apartment. 

 

The Associated Press contributed to this story. 
 

 

 
GRAPHIC: Siaosi Vanisi 
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RENO _ More than 2,000 police officers, friends and co-workers turned out Friday to honor 
and remember slain University of Nevada, Reno police Sgt. George Sullivan at his funeral. 

As the suspect in his slaying remained jailed in Salt Lake City, Sullivan, 43, was remembered 

as a caring officer, father and husband during a service at the Lawlor Events Center on the 
university campus. 

 

Two pipers playing 'Amazing Grace' escorted Sullivan's flag-draped casket into the arena past 
an honor guard of 100 representing law enforcement agencies in Northern Nevada. Two of 

his sons, Brian and Matthew, served as casket bearers along with other family members and 
friends.  

 

Close friend Jim Haggarty, senior chaplain with the Sparks Police Department, spoke for 
Sullivan when asking family and friends to carry on and help each other through their loss. 

 

'Be sure to thank the guys in Salt Lake City for me, they did a great job,' Haggarty said, 
reading a letter as if it was written by Sullivan. 'Continue to be my friends. I need you now 

more than ever.' 

 
University police Chief Kenneth Sjoen praised Sullivan's efforts in his 19 years on the job. 

 
'He was the kind of sergeant who cared for his troops and who led by example,' he said. 'He 

will be forever in our hearts.' 

 
Campus officer Steve Sauters remembered Sullivan as a man who doted on his family, and 

who loved his wood-working hobby. 

 
Sauters also read a letter from Gov. Bob Miller, who expressed his sympathy to Sullivan's 

wife, Carolyn, and his five children. 
 

'Again, we in Nevada are faced with the tragic loss of a police officer,' Miller said in the letter. 

'Again, we are forced to ask why.' 
 

While much of the service focused on Sullivan's personal qualities, a few comments were 

directed at the suspect in his slaying. 
 

Washoe County Sheriff Dick Kirkland said Sullivan 'had his life stolen from him by a petty, 
mindless criminal.' 
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'When his life was stolen from him, it was stolen from us,' he said. 
 

Sullivan is believed to have been attacked without provocation and repeatedly struck on the 
head with a hatchet early Tuesday. The suspect in the case, Siaosi Vanisi, 27, was arrested 

in Salt Lake City Wednesday after a four-hour standoff with police. 

 
Vanisi had told acquaintances that he wanted to 'kill a cop,' authorities said. 

 

Kirkland also addressed a few anonymous critics who questioned whether police made an 
extra effort in the case because the victim was a fellow officer. 

 
A criminal bold enough to stalk and kill an armed police officer would have no difficulty 

committing a similar act on an unarmed citizen, he said. 

 
'I suspect that if those very few radio talk show whiners ... were about to be victims of a 

homicide, they would be the first to scream for George Sullivan to come to their aid,' Kirkland 

said. 
 

A Reno native, Sullivan is also survived by his sons, Kyle and Matthew; daughter, Meghan; 
father, George B. Sullivan, of Sparks; a brother, Len Codega of Prescott Valley, Ariz.; and 

sister, Susan Millard of northern California. 

 
He was a member and secretary treasurer of the State of Nevada's Police Officer's 

Association and a member of St. John's Presbyterian Church. 
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Siaosi Rocky Vanisi, a Nevada man arrested in Salt Lake City Wednesday after a three-hour 
standoff with police, was arraigned Friday in 3rd District Court on charges of being a fugitive 

from justice. 
 

He will appear in court again Jan. 27 for an extradition hearing.  

 
Police in Reno, Nev., believe Vanisi, 27, is responsible for the Tuesday morning ax murder of 

University of Nevada police Sgt. George D. Sullivan, 43. 

 
Vanisi was arrested just before 10 p.m. Wednesday after a family member contacted the 

Salt Lake County Sheriff's Office to say Vanisi had showed up at his condominium, 1665 S. 
Riverside Drive (1140 West) near Rose Park. 

 

 
 

Salt Lake County sheriff's detectives had contacted Vanisi's friends and relatives earlier that 

day after Vanisi's name appeared on a teletype message that said he was being sought by 
Reno police. 

 

According to a story in the Reno Gazette-Journal, police believe Vanisi attacked Sullivan 
without provocation, striking him on the head repeatedly with a hatchet. 

 
Police later found a bloodied hatchet along with bloody gloves and clothing in a Reno 

apartment where Vanisi was known to be staying with friends. 

 
On Thursday, Washoe County District Attorney Dick Gammick in Reno formally charged 

Vanisi with homicide. Gammick said he will consider seeking the death penalty for Vanisi. 

 

Vanisi remains in the Salt Lake County Jail pending his extradition. He is being held in the 

mental health unit of the jail on 24-hour suicide watch. 
 

The Salt Lake County Sheriff's Office said Vanisi has a criminal history in Utah that is 

primarily for traffic violations. 
 

Vanisi was shot in the arm before being arrested by sheriff's deputies but suffered only 

minor injuries. Police also subdued Vanisi by shooting him in the lower abdomen with a stun 
gun that fires a small beanbag-like projectile. 
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BODY: 
Trial is scheduled to open on Monday for the man accused of hacking a University of Nevada, 

Reno police officer to death. 

 
Siaosi Vanisi is charged with first-degree murder for January's hatchet killing of police Sgt. 

George Sullivan.  

 
Sullivan's body was found near his patrol car alongside an information kiosk on the campus. 

 
Vanisi also is charged with robbery and grand theft. 

 

Prosecutors have said they will seek the death penalty if Vanisi is convicted. 
 

District Attorney Richard Gammick said he hopes to have a jury seated by the end of the day 

Monday. He has summoned 135 potential jurors for questioning. 
 

Sullivan, a 19-year department veteran, was a father of five. 

 
Witnesses have told authorities that Vanisi wanted to kill a police officer because of what he 

perceived as racial injustice against his fellow Tongans, according to court documents and 
testimony during Vanisi's preliminary hearing last month. 
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BODY: 

A man sought in the hatchet slaying of a University of Nevada police officer was arrested late 
Wednesday after he was shot with a beanbag gun following a standoff with authorities. 

 

Siaosi Vanisi, 27, barricaded himself inside a home and was waving a gun, authorities said. 
After he set fire to a garage, witnesses said, deputies fired tear gas into the home and then 

stunned Vanisi with the special gun. 
 

Vanisi is a suspect in the slaying of George Sullivan, 43, whose battered body found on the 

Reno campus early Tuesday. Reno Police Lt. Phil Galeoto said two detectives were on their 
way to Salt Lake City. 

 

In a Nevada police affidavit, witnesses said Vanisi had repeatedly said "I want to kill a cop" 
in the days before Sullivan was killed. 

 

Corina Louis, who shared a home in Sparks, Nev., with Vanisi and others, told police that 
Vanisi confessed to the crime as they watched TV accounts of the murder. 

 
A search of the home turned up a pair of gloves, a jacket and a hatchet that all appeared to 

have been stained by blood, the affidavit said. 

 
Vanisi also is a suspect in two convenience store robberies late Tuesday. Witnesses said he 

used a .45-caliber Glock handgun similar to the one taken from Sullivan. 
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Report on Murder and Voluntary Manslaughter 

Introduction 

As required by Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 178.750, District Attorneys (DAs) report to the Supreme 
Court regarding murder and voluntary manslaughter cases, excluding any charges of"manslaughter that 
resulted from a death in an accident or collision involving a motor vehicle." The following is a summary 
of the data submitted by the DAs' offices of their respective counties. Only cases submitted with a filing 
date for the information or indictment during calendar years 2005 and 2006 were used in the main 
report. 

Appendix A contains an updated report of the 2003 and 2004 data previously submitted to the 
Legislature to meet the requirements of subsection 3 ofNRS 178.750 for reporting on presently 
unresolved cases filed in previous years. 

The Supreme Court transmits this report to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau in accordance 
with NRS 2.193. Because the information provided to the Supreme Court is from District Attorneys (an 
Executive Branch agency), no interpretation of the data is presented, as the court must remain a neutral 
party. 

Certain elements of the reported data require due care in their interpretation. The term 'codefendant' 
should be understood as another party being tried for involvement in "any related offense" and not 
necessarily for the crime of murder or voluntary manslaughter. Victims include those who were victims 
of"any related offense," in addition to victims of homicide or voluntary manslaughter. Therefore, the 
total number of codefendants and victims should not be extrapolated to mean that codefendants were 
either involved in the murder or voluntary manslaughter or that the victims are all victims of homicide 
or voluntary manslaughter. 

The DAs were asked to provide the ethnicity of the defendants~ codefendants, and victims, when 
possible, in addition to the race of each. The categories for race and ethnicity have been patterned after 
the federal guidelines on coJlection of racial and ethnic data. These categories are explained in further 
detail in Appendix C. 

Murder and voluntary manslaughter cases can be lengthy and extend beyond a single reporting period. 
The data presented are a snapshot of the lengthy process involved in such cases. 

Counties Reporting 

For calendar year 2005 (CYOS), the number of counties reporting was 16 out of 17 (Table 1). Of 
those 16 counties, 1 0 reported not having any murder or voluntary manslaughter cases. The remaining 
6 counties reported a total of 98 cases filed. 

For calendar year 2006 (CY06), the number of counties reporting was 16 out of 17 (Table 1 ). Of 
those 16 counties, 8 reported not having any murder or voluntary manslaughter cases. The remaining 
8 counties reported a total of 122 cases filed. 
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Table 1 - Count and Percentage of Cases Filed 
CY05 CY06 

Judicial 
District County District Attorney Count Percent Count Percent 

First Carson City Noel Waters 0 0% 2 1% 
Storey lfarold Svvafford 0 0% 0 0% 

Second Washoe Richard Gammick 6 5% 12 8% 
Third Churchill Art Mallory 2 2% 2 1% 

Lyon Leon Aberasturi 1 1% 1% 
Fourth Elko Gary Woodbury 4 4% 2 1% 
Fifth Esmeralda William Schaeffer 0 o% 0 0% 

Mineral Cheri Emm-Smith NR 0 0% 
Nye Bob Beckett 2 2% 0 0% 

Sixth lfumboldt Dave Allison 0 0% 0 0% 
Lander lfy Forgeron 0 0% 0 0% 
Pershing Jim Shirley 0 0% 2 1% 

Seventh Eureka Ted Beutel 0 0% 0 0% 
Lincoln Phillip Dunleavy 0 0% 0 0% 
White Pine Richard Sears 0 0% 1 1% 

Eighth Clark David Roger 98 87% 122 85% 
Ninth Dou~las ScottDo~le 0 0% I% 

Total 113 100% 145 100% 

NR - Not Reported 

Defendants & Codefendants- Age, Gender, and Race 

During CY05, the average age of defendants was 28 years, with a median age of24 years. Of the 
113 defendants, 96 (85%) were males and 17 ( 15%) were females. For the same time period, the 
codefendants were an average age of25 with a median age of23. Of the 115 codefendants, 79 (69%) 
were males and 36 (31 %) were females. 

During CY06, the average age of defendants was 30 years, with a median age of 27 years. Of the 144 
defendants, 123 (85%) were males, 18 (13%) were females, and 3 (2%) had no gender specified. For 
the same time period, the codefendants were an average age of 23 with a median age of 21. Of the 82 
codefendants, 71 (86%) were males, 8 (10%) were females, and 3 (4%) had no gender specified. 

The average and median ages of defendants in 2005 and 2006, compared with those of the updated 2003 
and 2004 data, are nearly identical numbers with the exception of2005. That year saw a decrease of2 
and 3 years from the average and median ages, respectively. Average and median ages for codefendants 
fluctuated. Both measures increased between 2003 and 2004 but decreased in both 2005 and 2006. 

The races of the defendants and codefendants as reported for CY05 and CY06 are noted in Table 2. 
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Table 2- Race of Defendants and Codefendants 
CY05 CY06 

Defendants Codefendants Defendants Codefendants 
Race Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 1 1% 0 0% 2 1% 0 0% 

Asian or Pacific Islander 4 4% 7 6% 2 1% 0 0% 

Black 33 29% 16 14% 48 33% 36 44% 

White 36 32% 40 35% 50 34% 22 27% 

Unknown 6 5% 4 3% 14 10% 3 4% 

Not Provided 33 29% 48 42% 29 20% 21 26% 

Total 113 100% 115 100% 145 100% 82 100% 

Data reported for the ethnicities of the defendants and codefendants are noted in Table 3. 

Table 3- Ethnicity of Defendants and Codefendants 
CY05 CY06 

Defendants Codefendants Defendants Codefendants 
Ethnici~ Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Coun Percent 
Hispanic or Latino 34 30% 46 40% 30 21% 17 21% 
Not Hispanic or Latino 2 2% 0 0% 7 5% 2 2% 
Unknown 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 
Not Provided 77 68% 69 60% 108 74% 63 77% 
Total 113 100% 115 100% 145 100% 82 100% 

Victims - Age, Gender, and Race 

Of 125 victims in CY05, 97 (70%) were males, 27 (29%) were females, and the gender of 1 victim 
was not specified. The average age of the victims was 30 years and the median age was 27 years. 

Of200 victims in CY06, 139 (70%) were males, 54 (27%) were females, and the genders of6 (3%) 
victims were not specified. The average age of the victims was 32 years and the median age was 30 
years. Table 3 provides the count and percentage of the races of the victims involved as reported for 
CY05 and CY06. 

Table 4 - Race of Victims 

CY05 CY06 
Victims Victims 

Race Count Percent Count Percent 
American Indian or Alaskan Native 0 0% 0 0% 
Asian or Pacific Islander 0 0% 0 0% 
Black 29 24% 35 18% 
White 43 36% 61 31% 
Unknown 6 5% 28 14% 
Not Provided 42 35% 76 38% 
Total 120 100% 200 100% 

Data reported for the ethnicities of the victims are noted in Table 5. 
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Report on Murder and Voluntary Manslaughter 

Introduction 

As required by Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 178.750, District Attorneys (DAs) have begun reporting 

to the Supreme Court regarding murder and involuntary manslaughter cases, excluding any charges of 

''manslaughter that resulted from a death in an accident or collision involving a motor vehicle." This 

report summarizes data submitted by the DAs and is transmitted by the Supreme Court to the Director of 

the Legislative Counsel Bureau in accordance with NRS 2.193. The following statements and figures 

summarize the data for calendar years (CY) 2003 and 2004. As the information required by NRS 

178.750 is from District Attorneys (Executive Branch agencies), no interpretation of the data is 

presented, as the court must remain a neutral party. 

Murder and voluntary manslaughter cases can be lengthy and extend beyond a single reporting period. 

The lengthy process and the newness of the reporting of this data make it difficult to currently provide 

an in-depth analysis of the information. For example, trends in the data will only become apparent as 

additional data is submitted. 

Counties Reporting 

For CY03, the number of counties reporting was 16 out of 17 (Table 1). Of those 16 counties, 11 

reported not having any murder or voluntary manslaughter cases. The remaining five counties reported 

a total of 97 cases filed. 

For CY04, the number of counties reporting was 14 out of 17 (Table 1). Of these 14 counties, 7 

reported not having any murder or voluntary manslaughter cases. The remaining seven counties 

reported a total of 102 cases filed. 

All data in this report have been compiled from the reports submitted by the District Attorneys' Offices 

of their respective counties. Only cases submitted with a filing date for the information or indictment 

during calendar years 2003 and 2004 were used in this report. 

Table 1 - Count and Percentage of Cases Filed 
CY03 CY04 

Judicial 
District Coun!X District Attomei: Count Percent Count Percent 

First Carson City Noel Waters 0 0% 0 0% 

Storey Harold Swafford 0 0% 1 1% 

Second Washoe Richard Gammick 13 13% 4 4% 

Third Churchill Art Mallory 0 0% NR 

Lyon Leon Aberasturi 0 0% 1% 

Fourth Elko Gary Woodbury 3 3% 1 1% 

Fifth Esmeralda William Schaeffer NR 0 0% 

Mineral Cheri Emm-Smith 0 0% 0 0% 

Nye Bob Beckett 3 3% 1 1% 

Sixth Humboldt Dave Allison 0 0% 1% 
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Table 1 -Count and Percentage of Cases Filed 
CY03 CY04 

Judicial 
District Count~ District Attome~ Count Percent Count Percent 

Lander Hy Forgeron 0 0% 0 0% 

Pershing Jim Shirley 0 0% NR 

Seventh Eureka Ted Beutel 0 0% 0 0% 

Lincoln Phillip Dunleavy 0 0% 0 0% 

White Pine Richard Sears 0 0% NR 

Eighth Clark David Roger 76 78% 93 91% 

Ninth Douglas Scott Doyle 2 2% 0 0% 

Total 97 100% 102 100% 

NR- Not Reported 

Defendants & Codefendants- Age, Gender, and Race 

During CY03, the average age of defendants was 30 years, with a median age of27 years. Of the 97 

defendants, 86 (89%) were males and 11 (11 %) were females. For the same time period, the 

codefendants were an average age of27 with a median age of25. Of the 39 codefendants, 33 (85%) 

were males and 6 (15%) were females. 

During CY04, the average age of defendants was 31 years, with a median age of 28 years. Of the 102 

defendants, 87 (85%) were males and 15 (15%) were females. For the same time period, the 

codefendants were an average age of 33 with a median age of34. Of the 241 codefendants, 235 (98%) 

were males and 6 (3%) were females. Between CY03 and CY04, the average and median ages of 

defendants increased marginally while that of codefendants increased by 6 years and 9 years, 

respectively. The reasons for these increases are not known. 

The races of the defendants and codefendants as reported for CY03 and CY04 are noted in Table 2. 

Table 2 -Race of Defendants and Codefendants 
CY03 CY04 

Defendants Codefendants Defendants Codefendants 

Race Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent 

Asian or Pacific Islander 4 4% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Black 33 34% 17 44% 25 25% 14 6% 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 2 2% 6 15% 0 0% 0 0% 

White 30 31% 4 10% 48 47% 168 70% 

Unknown 28 29% 12 31% 29 29% 59 25% 

Not Provided 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Total 97 100% 39 100% 102 100% 241 100% 

Victims -Age, Gender, and Race 

The number of victims reported for CY03 was 111. The average age of the victims was 32 years and the 

median age was 31 years. Of 110 victims, 78 (70%) were males and 32 (29%) were females. The 

gender of one victim was not provided. 
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The number of victims reported for CY04 was 136. The average age of the victims was 34 years and the 

median age was 32 years. Of the 136 victims, 115 (85%) were males and 21 (15%) were females. 

Table 3 provides the count and percentage of the races of the victims involved as reported for CY03 and 

CY04. 

Table 3 - Race of Victims 
CY03 CY04 

Victims Victims 

Race Count Percent Count Percent 

Asian or Pacific Islander 6 5% 0 0% 

Black 21 19% 17 13% 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 2 2% 1% 

White 43 39% 72 53% 

Unknown 38 34% 45 33% 

Not Provided 1% 1% 

Total 111 100% 136 100% 

Time Between Dates of Homicide and Filing of Information or Indictment 

For the 96 cases reported in CY03 that provided both a date of the homicide and a date of filing of the 

information or indictment, the average time lapsed between the date of homicide and the date of filing 

the indictment was 123 days. The minimum time was 2 days and the maximum time was 1,139 days 

(more than 3 years). 

Calculating for the 101 cases reported in CY04 that provided both a date of the homicide and a date of 

filing of the information or indictment, the average time lapsed between the date of homicide and the 

date of filing the indictment was 222 days. The minimum time was 1 day and the maximum time was 

2,284 days (more than 6 years). 

Filing of Notice of Intent to Seek Death Penalty 

For CY03, in answer to whether the prosecutor filed a notice of intent to seek the death penalty, 84 out 

of 97 reported cases included a response. Of these 84 cases, 9 indicated that the prosecutor filed the 

notice of intent. The 13 cases without a specific response may be due to the lack of tracking effort early 

on, but may also be due to the varying stages at which the cases are reported to the Supreme Court. 

The average time elapsed between date of filing of indictment and the filing of notice of intent to seek 

the death penalty was 14 days with a median of 13. For this same set of dates and cases, the minimum 

was 4 days and the maximum 32 days. 

For CY04, in answer to whether the prosecutor filed a notice of intent to seek the death penalty, 98 out 

of 102 reported cases included a response. Of these 98 cases, 14 indicated that the prosecutor filed the 

notice of intent. 

The average time elapsed between date of filing of indictment and the filing of notice of intent to seek 

the death penalty was 20 days with a median of 21. For this same set of dates and cases, the minimum 

was 2 days and the maximum 29 days. 

3 

AA00964



In relation to the previous question of whether and when the DA filed the notice of intent to seek the 

death penalty, a second question was posed which required that the names of the Prosecuting Attorneys 

(PAs) involved in seeking the death penalty (Table 7) be provided. The number of cases for which the 

DAs indicated the notice of intent was filed were less than those for which the PAs names were provided 

in the second question. One probable reason is that names of prosecuting attorneys involved in 

considering the option to seek the death penalty may have been provided even though the notice of 

intent to seek that penalty was not filed. Data entry errors may also be a factor due to some DAs' usc of 

forms with a pre-filled answer for questions that were likely to always be answered the same. In these 

instances, it is difficult to discern whether the case is at a stage when the response is valid and intended 

for use. 

Names of Courts Where Prosecuted 

The courts in which cases were prosecuted are indicated in Table 4. The total of the courts where a case 

was heard is larger than the total number of cases because some cases were heard more than once; 

preliminary hearings in Justice Court before bound over to District Court, or transferred to another court. 

Table 4- Name of Courts in Which Case Was Prosecuted 

County Court 
Washoe Second Judicial District Court 

Reno Justice Court 

Sparks Justice Court 

Lyon Third Judicial District Court 

Mason Valley Justice Court 

Elko Fourth Judicial District Court 

Elko Justice Court 

Nye Fifth Judicial District Court 

Pahrump Justice Court 

Humboldt Sixth Judical District Court 

Clark Eighth Judicial District Court 

Douglas Ninth Judicial District Court 

East Fork Justice Court 

Final Disposition and Jury Trial Information 

CY03 CY04 
Count 

12 
ll 

0 
0 
3 
3 
3 
3 
0 

76 
2 
2 

Count 
3 
2 

1 
0 

92 
0 
0 

In CY03, 53 defendants/codefendants were reported to have had a final disposition. Twelve of those 53 

defendants/codefendants were tried before a jury. In CY04, 17 had a final disposition. Three of those 17 

defendants/ codefendants were tried before a jury. 

Few DAs reported the requested information about jury members. Much of this data may not have been 

gathered prior to the statute's implementation in mid-2003. The Supreme Court does not currently know 

how, or if, District Attorneys record jury members' gender and race/ethnicity. 

District Attorneys were required to submit information on gender and race/ethnicity of jury members. In 

CY03, the gender of jurors (including alternates) was as follows: 40 (26%) were male, 39 (26%) were 

female, and 74 (48%) gender not provided. In CY04, the gender of jurors (including alternates) was as 

4 

AA00965



follows: 7 (25%) were male, 15 (54%) were female, and 6 (21 %) gender not provided. A disparity 

appears between the reported number of jurors by race (Table 5) and gender due to incomplete data 

provided. 

Table 5- Race of Jury Members 
CY03 CY04 

Jurors/ Alternates Jurors/ Alternates 

Race Count Percent Count Percent 

Asian or Pacific Islander l 1% 0 0% 

Black 5 3% 2 7% 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 0 0% 0 0% 

White 51 31% 10 36% 

Unknown 46 28% 14 50% 

Not Provided 60 37% 2 7% 

Total 163 100% 28 100% 

Involvement of Prosecuting Attorneys and Others Outside of the DA's Office 

Under the present statute, District Attorneys are required to list the identity of each prosecuting attorney 

and others who participated in specific aspects of the cases. Tables 6 through 9 present the first names 

of the participants listed in the DA reports submitted to the Supreme Court for cases in which a P A was 

reported to be involved. The full name of the DA is provided in bold. As with other sections, not every 

case listed participants. This can be due to the stage of the case in process, the DA not exercising the 

option specified, or not having the names available. 

The following questions are the four specific aspects of the cases for which the statute asks the names of 

the participants involved. 

• The prosecuting attorneys involved in the decision to file the initial charges against the 

defendant(s). (Table 6) 
• The prosecuting attorneys participating in the decision to offer or accept a plea. (Table 7) 

• The names of prosecuting attorneys who participated in the decision to seek the death 

penalty. (Table 8) 
• The identity of those persons outside the DA's Office who were consulted in the decision to 

seek the death penalty or accept a plea. (Table 9) 
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Table 6- Prosecuting Attorneys Involved in Decision of Initial Charges 
CY2003 CY 2004 

Cases Cases 
individual Total individual TotaJ 

District/Prosecuting was %of cases ase in was %of cases Cases in 
Counti: Attomei:s involved involved Di 1ric involved involved Di trier 
Storey Harold Swafford 0 100% I 

A vg. number of PAs involved/case 
Washoe Daniel 3 38% 2 50% 4 

David 2 25% 
Elliott 13% 25% 
Gianna I 13% 
Karl 2 25% 
Linda 13% 
Luke 13% 
Richard Gammick 13% 
Roger I 13% 
Roy 2 25% 
Scott I 13% 
Thomas 3 38% 25% 

A vg. number of PAs involved/case 2.4 

Lyon Leon Aberasturi 0 100% 

Ste hen 100% 

A vg. number of PAs involved/case 
Elko Alvin i 50% 2 

Gary Woodbury 2 100% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 
Nye Kirk 3 100% 100% 

Pete 2 67% 
Robert Beckett 3 100% 100% 
Ron 2 67% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 
Humboldt Conrad 100% 

David Allison 1 100% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 2 2 

Clark Bill B. 21 28% 75 92 
Bill H. 13 17% 13 14% 
Bill K. 14 15% 
Brian K. 15 16% 
Brian R. 8 11% 
Chris 3 4% 15 16% 
Clark 1% 
Dan 14 19% 23 25% 
David Roger 3 4% 15 16% 
David Sc 1% 
David St 1% 
Edward I 1% 1% 
L.J. 2 3% 
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Table 6- Prosecuting Attorneys Involved in Decision of Initia l Charges 
CY2003 CY 2004 

Cases Cases 

individual T tal individual Total 

District/ Prosecuting was %of cases a e in was %of cases ase in 

Coun~ Attornel:s involved involved Di trier involved involved District 

L.J. 2 3% 

Lynn 1% 

Marc 1% 

Randall 18 24% 7 8% 

Ronald 25 33% 21 23% 

A vg. number of PAs involved/case 1.4 

Douglas Kristine 2 100% 0 

Thomas 2 100% 

Scott Dol:le 2 100% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 3 
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Table 7 - Prosecuting Attorneys Participating in Decision to Offer or Accept Plea 
CY 2003 CY 2004 

Cases Cases 

individual Total individual Tota l 

District/Prosecuting was %of cases c e in was % of cases Cases io 

Coun!}:: Attome~s involved in volved Di tri t involved involved Di trict 

Storey 0 0 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 

Washoe Richard Gammick 13 100% 13 2 50% 4 

A vg. number of PAs involved/case 1 0.5 

Lyon 0 0 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 

Elko Carl: Woodburl: 1 100% 0 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 

Nye Kirk 2 100% 100% 

Pete 50% 

Robert Beckett 2 100% 100% 

Ron 50% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 3 

Humboldt David Allison 0 100% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 1 

Clark Bemard 31 7% 15 

Brad 3% 

Brandon 7% 

Brian 2 6% 

Chris 5 16% 4 27% 

Christopher 4 13% 

Clark 7% 

Danae 2 6% 

Dave 3% 

David Roger 3% 7% 

David Schubert 1 3% 

David Schwartz 2 6% 

David St 3% 7% 

Doug 2 6% 

Edward 2 6% 2 13% 

Elizabeth 7% 

Frank C 3 10% 

Frank P 1 3% 7% 

Giancarlo 2 6% 

Lisa 2 6% 

Marc 3 10% 7% 

Martin 7% 

Pamela 3 10% 

Randall 3% 

Robert 2 6% 

Roger 3% 

Ross 3% 3 20% 
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Table 7- Prosecuting Attorneys Participating in Decision to Offer or Accept Plea 
CY 2003 CY 2004 

Cases Cases 

individual Total individual Total 

District/ Prosecuting was %of cases Case in was %of cases 

Coun~ Attorners involved involved Di trict involved involved 

Ross I 3% 3 20% 

Roy 3% 

Stacy 3 20% 

Susan 3% 

Thomas 3% 

Tim I 3% 

Vicki 2 6% 

Victoria 3% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 1.6 1.4 

Douglas Kristine 2 100% 2 0 

Scott Doyle 2 100% 

Thomas 2 100% 

A vg. number of PAs involved/case 2 
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Table 8- Prosecuting Attorneys Participating in Decision to Seek Death Penalty 
CY 2003 CY 2004 

Cases Cases 

individual Total individual Total 
District/Prosecuting was % of cases was %of cases in 

Count~ Attome~s involved involved involved involved District 

Storey Harold Swafford I 100% I 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 1 

Washoe Richard Gammick 13 100% 13 2 100% 2 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case l I 

Lyon 0 0 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 

Elko 0 0 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 

Nye Kirk 2 100% 2 100% 

Pete 2 100% 

Robert Beckett 2 100% 100% 

Ron 2 100% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 4 2 

Humboldt David Allison 0 100% I 

Conrad 100% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 2 

Clark Chuck 7 78% 9 12 86% 14 

David Roger 7 78% 12 86% 

Edward 11 % 7% 

JJ 7% 

Philip 7% 

Robert 11 % 

Chris 7 78% 11 79% 

Doug 7 78% 13 93% 

Clark 7 78% 7% 

Jim 7 78% 14 100% 

Steve 9 64% 

Gary 5 56% 

Giancarlo 11 % 

Marc 11 % 

Pamela 7% 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 5.7 5.4 

Douglas 0 0 

Avg. number of PAs involved/case 
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Table 9- Identity of Persons Outside DA's Office Consulted in Seeking Death Penalty or Accepting Plea 

CY 2003 CY 2004 

Cases Cases 

individual Total individual Total 

District/ Prosecuting was % of cases as in was % of cases in 

Count.z: Attome.z:s involved involved Di trict involved involved District 

Store 0 0 

Washoe The Defense Attorney 13 lOOo/o 13 2 50% 2 

Victim's Family 13 100% 2 50% 

Lead Detective 13 100% 2 50% 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Humboldt 0 0 

Clark Billy 13% 9 

Brian 13% 

Christopher L 13% 

Chris 0 13% 

Chrysanthis II% 

Chuck II % 

David Roger II % 

Detective H II % 

Detective R I I% 

Detective T II% 

Detectives 2 25% 2 22% 

Doug II % 

Edward II % 

Grace 13 % 

Jim II % 

Mark 13% 

Officer C 1 13% 

Police Officers 2 25% 4 44% 

Steve 1 II % 

Victim's Famil~ or Friends 4 50% 7 78% 

Douglas DA's office Spec. 50% 

[nvestigator 

Sheriff 50% 

The division lieutenant 2 100% 

Victim's famil_z: 2 100% 
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Appendix A 
-Applicable Nevada Revised Statutes 
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Nevada Revised Statutes Pertaining to Murder and Voluntary Manslaughter Report 

NRS 2.193 Duty to submit report to Legislature concerning cases that included charge for murder or 

voluntary manslaughter. Not later than March 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Supreme Court shall 

prepare and submit to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau for distribution to each regular 

session of the Legislature a report of the information submitted to the Supreme Court by the district 

attorneys during the preceding biennium pursuant to NRS 178.750. 
(Added to NRS by 2003, 2085) 

NRS 178.750 District attorney to submit annual report to Supreme Court on cases filed that included 

charge for murder or involuntary manslaughter. 
1. The district attorney for each county shall prepare and submit a report to the Supreme Court 

not later than February 1 of each year concerning each case filed during the previous calendar year that 

included a charge for murder or voluntary manslaughter. The district attorney shall exclude from the 

report any charge for manslaughter that resulted from a death in an accident or collision involving a 

motor vehicle. 
2. The report required pursuant to subsection 1 must include, without limitation: 
(a) The age, gender and race of the defendant; 
(b) The age, gender and race of any codefendant or other person charged or suspected of having 

participated in the homicide and in any alleged related offense; 
(c) The age, gender and race of the victim of the homicide and any alleged related offense; 

(d) The date of the homicide and of any alleged related offense; 
(e) The date of filing of the information or indictment; 
(f) The name of each court in which the case was prosecuted; 
(g) Whether or not the prosecutor filed a notice of intent to seek the death penalty and, if so, 

when the prosecutor filed the notice; 
(h) The final disposition of the case and whether or not the case was tried before a jury; 

( i) The race, ethnicity and gender of each member of the jury, if the case was tried by a jury; and 

(j) The identity of: 
(1) Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to file the initial charges 

against the defendant; 
(2) Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to offer or accept a plea, if 

applicable; 
(3) Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to seek the death penalty, 

if applicable; and 
(4) Each person outside the office ofthe district attorney who was consulted in 

determining whether to seek the death penalty or to accept or reject a plea, if any. 
3. If all the information required pursuant to subsection 1 cannot be provided because the case is 

still in progress, an additional report must be filed with the Supreme Court each time a subsequent report 

is filed until all the information, to the extent available, has been provided. 
(Added to NRS by 2003, 2084) 
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Appendix B 
Murder and Voluntary Manslaughter Tracking Forms 
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CASE No. or ID 
--------~F~OR~f~NT=E=R~NA~L~u=s~EO~N=L=Y-

______ County 

HOMICIDE & RELATED CASE DATA 
REQUIRED BY NRS 178.750 

A. The Defendant. 

AGE GENDER RACE 

I DEFENDANT I MF I IABWU 

B. Codefendants or other person charged or suspected of having participated in the 

homicide and in any alleged related offense. 
AGE GENDER RACE 

CODEFENDANT #1 M F I A B w u 
CODEFENDANT #2 M F I A B w u 
CODEFENDANT #3 M F I A B w u 

C. The date of the homicide and of any alleged related offense. 

MM/DDNYYY 

D. The date of filing of the information or indictment. 
MM/DD/YYYY 

E. Victims. 
AGE GENDER RACE 

VICTIM#l M F I A B w u 
VICTIM#2 M F I A B w u 
VICTIM#3 M F I A B w u 

F. The name of each court in which the case was prosecuted. 

COURT NAME(S) 

G. Did the prosecutor file a notice of intent to seek the death penalty? 
0NO 0YES, DATE FILED ________ _ 

MM/DD/YYYY 

H. The final disposition of the case and whether or not the case was tried before 

a jury. 
DISPOSITION Jury Trial? 
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I. If the case was tried by a jury, complete the following. 
GENDER RACE/ETHNICITY 

JUROR#l M F I A B w u 
JUROR#2 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#3 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#4 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#5 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#6 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#7 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#8 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#9 M F I A B w u 
JUROR#lO M F I A B w u 
JUROR#ll M F I A B w u 
JUROR#12 M F I A B w u 

ALT. JUROR #1 (if used) M F I A B w u 
ALT. JUROR #2 (if used) M F I A B w u 

J. List the identity of: 

1. Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to file the 
initial char ainst the defendant and codefendants . 

2. Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to offer or 
accept a plea, if applicable. 

3. Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to seek the 
death penalty, if applicable. 

4. Each person outside the office of District Attorney who was consulted in 
determining whether to seek the death penalty or to accept or reject a 

,lea, if any. 

21 

AA00977



HOMICIDE & RELATED CASE DATA 
REQUIRED BY NRS 178.750 

Addendum 1 

1. Additional Codefendants (from Part B of principle form) 
AGE GENDER 

CODEFENDANT #4 M F I 

CODEFENDANT #5 M F I 

CODEFENDANT #6 M F I 

2. Additional Victims (from PartE of principle form) 

A 
A 
A 

AGE GENDER RACE 

VICTIM#4 M F I A 

VICTIM #5 M F I A 

VICTIM#6 M F I A 

3. Additional Participants (from Part J of principle form) 

a. List the identity of: 

RACE 
B w u 
B w u 
B w u 

B w u 
B w u 
B w u 

i. Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to file 
the initial char!fes a!fainst the defendant. 

#5 I #7 I I 

#6 I #s I I 
ii. Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to 

offer or accept a plea, if applicable. 

iii. Each prosecuting attorney who participated in the decision to 

seek the death penal!}:, if aprcable. 

iv. Each person outside the office of district attorney who was 
consulted in determining whether to seek the death penalty or to 

accept or reject a plea, if an]' 
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HOMICIDE & RELATED CASE DATA 
REQUIRED BY NRS 178.750 

State Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Nevada 
201 S. Carson St., Ste. 250 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Negative Response Letter 

Date 

The County of _______ had no murder or voluntary manslaughter cases to 

report, as defined in NRS 178.750, for calendar year ____ _ 

District Attorney 
County of _____ _ 
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HOMICIDE & RELATED CASE DATA 
REQUIRED BY NRS 178.750 

Instructions 

Attachment A- Negative Response Letter. For use by counties with no cases to report. 

• May copy and submit to Supreme Court with blanks filled in OR 

• May replicate forms on District Attorney's letterhead for submittal 

Attachment B- Principle form. For use by counties with cases to report. 

• Use one two-page form for each case. 

• Case number header is included for your internal use to track which cases have been entered and 

reported. 
• Gender- circle 'M' for male or 'F' for female. 

• Race or Race/Ethnicity - circle appropriate race code matching definition below 

(Excerpt of NCIC 2000) 

Section 4- RACE AND PROTECTED PERSON RACE (PPR) FIELD CODES 

Race 

American Indian or Alaskan Native a person having origins in any of the original 

peoples of the Americas and maintaining cultural identification through tribal 

affiliations or community recognition. 

Code 

Asian or Pacific Islander- a person having origins I any of the original peoples of A 

the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian sub-continent or the Pacific Islands. 

Black- a person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. B 

White- a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North W 

Africa, or Middle East. 

Unknown U 

Records for Hispanics should be entered with the race code most closely 

representing the individual. 

Attachment C -Addendum 1. For use when entries for one or more categories in the principle form 

are exceeded. 
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DISCLAIMER 

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes may 
not be complete. 

This information is supplied as an informational service 
only and should not be relied upon as an official record. 

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislative Counsel 
Bureau Research Library in Carson City. 

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or 
I i bra ry@ I c b. state. n v. us. 
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Report on Murder and Voluntary Manslaughter 

Introduction 

As required by Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 178.750, District Attorneys (DAs) report to the Supreme 
Court regarding murder and voluntary manslaughter cases, excluding any charges of"manslaughter that 
resulted from a death in an accident or collision involving a motor vehicle." The following is a summary 
of the data submitted by the DAs' offices of their respective counties. Only cases submitted with a filing 
date for the information or indictment during calendar years 2005 and 2006 were used in the main 
report. 

Appendix A contains an updated report of the 2003 and 2004 data previously submitted to the 
Legislature to meet the requirements of subsection 3 ofNRS 178.750 for reporting on presently 
unresolved cases filed in previous years. 

The Supreme Court transmits this report to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau in accordance 
with NRS 2.193. Because the information provided to the Supreme Court is from District Attorneys (an 
Executive Branch agency), no interpretation of the data is presented, as the court must remain a neutral 
party. 

Certain elements of the reported data require due care in their interpretation. The term 'codefendant' 
should be understood as another party being tried for involvement in "any related offense" and not 
necessarily for the crime of murder or voluntary manslaughter. Victims include those who were victims 
of"any related offense," in addition to victims of homicide or voluntary manslaughter. Therefore, the 
total number of codefendants and victims should not be extrapolated to mean that codefendants were 
either involved in the murder or voluntary manslaughter or that the victims are all victims of homicide 
or voluntary manslaughter. 

The DAs were asked to provide the ethnicity of the defendants~ codefendants, and victims, when 
possible, in addition to the race of each. The categories for race and ethnicity have been patterned after 
the federal guidelines on coJlection of racial and ethnic data. These categories are explained in further 
detail in Appendix C. 

Murder and voluntary manslaughter cases can be lengthy and extend beyond a single reporting period. 
The data presented are a snapshot of the lengthy process involved in such cases. 

Counties Reporting 

For calendar year 2005 (CYOS), the number of counties reporting was 16 out of 17 (Table 1). Of 
those 16 counties, 1 0 reported not having any murder or voluntary manslaughter cases. The remaining 
6 counties reported a total of 98 cases filed. 

For calendar year 2006 (CY06), the number of counties reporting was 16 out of 17 (Table 1 ). Of 
those 16 counties, 8 reported not having any murder or voluntary manslaughter cases. The remaining 
8 counties reported a total of 122 cases filed. 
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Table 1 - Count and Percentage of Cases Filed 
CY05 CY06 

Judicial 
District County District Attorney Count Percent Count Percent 

First Carson City Noel Waters 0 0% 2 1% 
Storey lfarold Svvafford 0 0% 0 0% 

Second Washoe Richard Gammick 6 5% 12 8% 
Third Churchill Art Mallory 2 2% 2 1% 

Lyon Leon Aberasturi 1 1% 1% 
Fourth Elko Gary Woodbury 4 4% 2 1% 
Fifth Esmeralda William Schaeffer 0 o% 0 0% 

Mineral Cheri Emm-Smith NR 0 0% 
Nye Bob Beckett 2 2% 0 0% 

Sixth lfumboldt Dave Allison 0 0% 0 0% 
Lander lfy Forgeron 0 0% 0 0% 
Pershing Jim Shirley 0 0% 2 1% 

Seventh Eureka Ted Beutel 0 0% 0 0% 
Lincoln Phillip Dunleavy 0 0% 0 0% 
White Pine Richard Sears 0 0% 1 1% 

Eighth Clark David Roger 98 87% 122 85% 
Ninth Dou~las ScottDo~le 0 0% I% 

Total 113 100% 145 100% 

NR - Not Reported 

Defendants & Codefendants- Age, Gender, and Race 

During CY05, the average age of defendants was 28 years, with a median age of24 years. Of the 
113 defendants, 96 (85%) were males and 17 ( 15%) were females. For the same time period, the 
codefendants were an average age of25 with a median age of23. Of the 115 codefendants, 79 (69%) 
were males and 36 (31 %) were females. 

During CY06, the average age of defendants was 30 years, with a median age of 27 years. Of the 144 
defendants, 123 (85%) were males, 18 (13%) were females, and 3 (2%) had no gender specified. For 
the same time period, the codefendants were an average age of 23 with a median age of 21. Of the 82 
codefendants, 71 (86%) were males, 8 (10%) were females, and 3 (4%) had no gender specified. 

The average and median ages of defendants in 2005 and 2006, compared with those of the updated 2003 
and 2004 data, are nearly identical numbers with the exception of2005. That year saw a decrease of2 
and 3 years from the average and median ages, respectively. Average and median ages for codefendants 
fluctuated. Both measures increased between 2003 and 2004 but decreased in both 2005 and 2006. 

The races of the defendants and codefendants as reported for CY05 and CY06 are noted in Table 2. 
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Table 2- Race of Defendants and Codefendants 
CY05 CY06 

Defendants Codefendants Defendants Codefendants 
Race Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 1 1% 0 0% 2 1% 0 0% 

Asian or Pacific Islander 4 4% 7 6% 2 1% 0 0% 

Black 33 29% 16 14% 48 33% 36 44% 

White 36 32% 40 35% 50 34% 22 27% 

Unknown 6 5% 4 3% 14 10% 3 4% 

Not Provided 33 29% 48 42% 29 20% 21 26% 

Total 113 100% 115 100% 145 100% 82 100% 

Data reported for the ethnicities of the defendants and codefendants are noted in Table 3. 

Table 3- Ethnicity of Defendants and Codefendants 
CY05 CY06 

Defendants Codefendants Defendants Codefendants 
Ethnici~ Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Coun Percent 
Hispanic or Latino 34 30% 46 40% 30 21% 17 21% 
Not Hispanic or Latino 2 2% 0 0% 7 5% 2 2% 
Unknown 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 
Not Provided 77 68% 69 60% 108 74% 63 77% 
Total 113 100% 115 100% 145 100% 82 100% 

Victims - Age, Gender, and Race 

Of 125 victims in CY05, 97 (70%) were males, 27 (29%) were females, and the gender of 1 victim 
was not specified. The average age of the victims was 30 years and the median age was 27 years. 

Of200 victims in CY06, 139 (70%) were males, 54 (27%) were females, and the genders of6 (3%) 
victims were not specified. The average age of the victims was 32 years and the median age was 30 
years. Table 3 provides the count and percentage of the races of the victims involved as reported for 
CY05 and CY06. 

Table 4 - Race of Victims 

CY05 CY06 
Victims Victims 

Race Count Percent Count Percent 
American Indian or Alaskan Native 0 0% 0 0% 
Asian or Pacific Islander 0 0% 0 0% 
Black 29 24% 35 18% 
White 43 36% 61 31% 
Unknown 6 5% 28 14% 
Not Provided 42 35% 76 38% 
Total 120 100% 200 100% 

Data reported for the ethnicities of the victims are noted in Table 5. 
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Dept. No. 4 

E;l?ifi&u 
DEPUTY CLEH•; 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE. 

~ 

THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

Plaintiff, 

SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 
npEn, 
·' ~~'' -~ 

" " 

Defendant. 

I 

We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, find the 

defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also known as "PE" I also known as 

"GEORGE", GUILTY of MURDER. 
0---~-~ _., .... -6/. ~,., 

DATI>D tnl.s aay or ' 1. . 

a~d£ 
~PERSON--v 
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I II 
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~ u~"'~~ frnmn rhe defendant nuiltv of Murder, vou must 
(1 

~ answer the following question: Was it Murder of the First Degree 
w 
j3 or Murder of the Second Degree? 

VMurder 4 of the First Degree 

5 Murder 
oC Che 'eeo= ~g=e f--

6 a;,&? d ~ 
7 

~PERSON 

r -' 
l:l -yr -y<::)IT Uct V to l-110: -a= -,~ ·:t ' 1 

9 must answer the following question: Was a deadly weapon used in 

10 the commission of this Murder as defined in these instructions? 

' VP.C L..--"' No 

12 ~~1r-
13 

~R'E'PERSON~ --

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

L.V 

21 

22 

..,~ 
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25 
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6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE. 

8 * * * 

9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

11 v. 

12 SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 

13 npEu, 

cl.Lt>U "-" 

~· ' Defendant. 
15 I 

16 We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, find the 

1 7 Clc>f'<>nn"nt- cnanqT \Tlll\T1SI also known as "PE 11 also known as 

18 "GEORGE", GUILTY of COUNT II. ROBB.JY. 

19 DATED this J%1__ t;/, day 19_22._. of ~£..~, 
20 

21 a .A o1 ILL/. 
(;7 

ERSON v 
22 

If you have found the defendant guilty of Robbery, you 

"'-' '·'· ·"' ;~ 
UlU" ~ L.HC .1-U.U.v ., '-i' . '" -~ 

24 
the commission of this Robbery as defined~ese instructions? 

25 
Yes No 
~ ..-,: 

( I~-~ 7 I fi-_, 
~PERSON (/ 

t1J--G 
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02 Dept. No. 4 
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4 DEPUTY CLERK 

::> 

6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE. 

n ~ 

9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

11 v. V E R D I r '1' 

12 SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 

13 11 PE 11 
I 

also known as 
T4 ''liEORGE" , 

uerenaant. 
15 I 

16 We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, find the 

, ' , . ~ oVu~ •=u~~' U~~U ~HVWH UO ru , u.LCIU ctlS 

18 II GEORGE II I GUILTY of COUNT III. ROBBERY. 

19 DATED this dLi_~day of ¥~«-. 19..L2_. 

')(l 

_...-, 

21 ~ d.7L. 
22 

~ ERSON v 
If you have found the defendant guilty of Robbery, you 

23 
must answer the following question: Was a deadly weapon used in 

24 
the commission of this Robbery as defined in these instructions? 

25 
/ Yes No 

26 

~;; ""1? 
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~ Case No. CR98-0516 
(1 C1tl-' ;: I 1999 

5'f Dept. No. 4 

w vtJ?t~EY -:[3 
By. .I Y'ttt/0 01 

DEPUTY CLERK-
4 

5 

6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE. 

u 

9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

11 v V R R n T r '1' 

12 SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 

13 11 PE" I 

also known as 
14 "GEORGE", 

Defendant. 
15 I 

16 We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, find the 

_!_ I ue.LenuanL, >l_ 

' 
a.LSO Known as '-""' ' a.Lso Known as 

18 "GEORGE", GUILTY of COUNT IV. ROBBERY. 

19 DATED this !:1!1!!- day of Jof~k_, ' 
19_Lf'_. 

~ 

_, 

21 u v<:~-
22 

~PERSON (/ 
If you have found the defendant guilty of Robbery, you 

:n 
must answer the followino auestion: Was a deadlv n used in 

24 
the commission of this Robbery as defined in these instructions? 

25 / Yes No 
26 /I , r 

(/, "' o\. //.. 
?EPERSON v 

r/2- b 
2JDC06375 
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ORIGINAL 
FILED 1 CODE 4245 

2 OCT 0 6 1999 

3 

4 

5 

6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 
7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE. 

8 * * * 
9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

11 v. 

12 SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 

13 "PE, II 

also known as 
14 "GEORGE, II 

15 Defendant. 

16 I 
17 VERDICT 

Case No. CR98-0516 

Dept. No. 4 

18 We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, having 
19 previously found the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also known as 
20 "PE," also known as "GEORGE", guilty of murder in the first 
21 degree, find that the following aggravating circumstance exists, 

22 to wit: 

23 1. The murder of SGT. GEORGE SULLIVA~T was committed by 
24 defendant SIAOSI VANISI, also known as "PE," also known as 

5 Ill 

26 Ill 

...,. AA00995



11 "GEORGE", in the commission of or attempt to commit the crime of 

2 Robbery With the Use of a Deadly Weapon. 

3 Yes No ---
4 2. The murder of SGT. GEORGE SULLIVAN was committed by 

5 fendant SIAOSI VANISI, also known as "PE," also known as 

6 "GEORGE", upon a peace officer who was engaged in the performance 

7 of his official duty and the defendant knew or reasonably should 

8 have known that the victim was a peace officer. 

9 Yes~ No ____ _ 

10 3. The murder involved mutilation of SGT. GEORGE 

11 SULLIVAN. 

12 Ye No ---
13 4. The murder of SGT. GEORGE SULLIVAN was committed by 

14 SIAOSI VANISI, also known as "PE," also known as "GEORGE", 

15 because of the actual or perceived race, color, religion or 

16 

17 

national origin of SGT. GEORGE SULLIV~ 

Ye No 

The jury further finds that there are no mitigating 

circumstances sufficient to outweigh the aggravating circumstance 

20 or circumstances found, and, therefore, set the penalty to be 

21 imposed ~pon the defendant at DEATH. 

22 DATED this _ft._ day of a~..< I 1999. 

23 

24 

25 

~;r 
26 
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ORIGINAL 
1 QUESTION NO. 3: 

2 Do we have to be unanimous on the aggravating factors on either the "yes" or "no" 

3 

4 ANSWER 

5 You must decide on each alleged aggravating factor separate from the others. You must be 
6 unanimous as to any aggravating factor you respond "Yes" to on the verdict form. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

~oru 1. ~Ghiml§ 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

\t-~LED 
OCT 0 6 1999 

/ 7i,h AA00998



ORIGINAL 
1 CODE 4245 ·I L E 0 
2 OCT 06 1999 
3 

4 

5 

6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE 

7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

8 * * * 
9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

11 v. 

12 SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 

13 "PE, II 

also known as 
14 "GEORGE I II 

15 Defendant. 

16 /~ 
17 VERDICT 

Case No. CR98-0516 

Dept. No. 4 

18 We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, having 

19 previ sly found the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also known as 

20 "P ,"also known as 11 GEORGE", guilty of murder in the first 

21 egree
1 

set the penalty to be imposed at LIFE IN PRISON WITHOUT 

22 THE POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE . 

. ~ DATED this ____ day of -------------' 19 __ __ 

24 

5 
FORE PERSON 

26/ 

I) 
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1 CODE 4245 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF T STATE OF NEVADA, 

7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ASHOE. 

8 * * * 
9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

11 v. 

12 SIAOSI VANISI, 
also known as 

13 

14 

15 

"PE," 
also known as 
"GEORGE, II 

Defendant. 

16 -----.L------1 ~ 
17 VERDICT 

Case No. CR98-0516 

Dept. No. 4 

18 We, the jury in the above-entitled matter, having 

19 prev'ously found the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also known as 

20 "P. ,"also known as "GEORGE", guilty of murder in the first 

aegree, set the penalty to be imposed at LIFE IN PRISON WITH THE 

POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE. 

23 DATED this day of _______ , 19 __ 

24 

25 
FORE PERSON 

26 

AA01000



21 

after you have looked at the evidence in the case, that 

there's only one defense that you can think of that would be 

4 

5 

6 

7 

appropriate. Have you discussed the limits and the 

imperfection of the defense that Mr. Vanisi is requesting 

that you put on? 

·MR. GREGORY: Ad nauseam, since March. 

THE COURT: And you have indicated the specific 

8 problems with that defense and why that defense, based on 

9 evidence, nothing to do with his particular testimony, but 

10 just based on the evidence, would be an imperfect defense, 

11 in fact, would not result in the result that he wishes? 

12 MR. GREGORY: That's correct. And we have 

13 consistently told him that we refuse to participate in a 

14 potential fraud upon the Court and jury. 

THE COURT: Is there anything else? 

MR. GREGORY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Bosler. 

15 

16 

17 

18 MR. BOSLER: Just briefly. I think Mr. Gregory 

19 has stated the basis for our problem. And it's something 

20 unique to defense counsel, and maybe a lot of people don't 

21 appreciate it, but the reason you don't ask your client 

22 whether he did it is because you don't want to know what 

23 that information is because that will prejudice your ability 

24 to represent that person, and unfortunately, prejudice their 

25 right to have a fair trial and have a vigorous defense. 
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~ 
~ 
W'-'·1 
~­
~2 

~3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

It's kind of unique to defense counsel that if 

we know that our client has said something to us that would 

be a lie, if you present it to the Court or allowed to bow 

out and the next defense attorney, as if nothing happened, 

and the next defense counsel may present s9mething we know 

is improper but we don't know is improper, and that is the 

artificial relationship that is required and the ethical 

8 .obligations. That is our official relationship that is 

9 required by the constitution and the defendant's right to 

10 aid vigorous defense in a fair trial. 

11 It may seem a little bit disingenuous to the 

12 regular observer, but that's the way the system has to be 

13 set up so that Mr. Vanisi isn't left with counsel that are 

14 going to sit on their hands, say I can't question this 

15 person, cross-examine because I'm implying that I'm 

16 supporting perjured testimony. I can't call these people as 

17 my witnesses because the theme is going to be, believe this 

18 incorrect defense, this evidence I know to be untrue, and so 

19 I'm handicapped, and he's not presented with a fair defense. 

20 It's artificial, it's disingenuous, but it is 

21 what the rules of professional conduct require, and 

22 especially what Mr. Vanisi is really in need of, which is a 

23 fair vigorous defense on some very difficult circumstances. 

24 We can't present those anymore. And that's the reason we 

25 have asked to withdraw. Thank you. 
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THE COURT: Anything further, counsel? 

MR. GREGORY: Thank you. 

23 

THE COURT: All right. The Court will issue a 

4 written order. I'm going to take this under advisement at 

5 this time. Court is in recess. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(Hearing concluded at 7:58 a.m.) 
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STATE OF NEVADA, ) 
) 

COUNTY OF WASHOE. ) 

I, ERIC V. NELSON, Certified Shorthand Reporter 

of the Second Judicial District Court of the State of 

Nevada, in and for the County of Washoe, do hereby certify: 

That I was present in Department No. 4 of the 

above-entitled Court and took stenotype notes of the 

proceedings entitled herein, and thereafter transcribed the 

same into typewriting as herein appears; 

That the foregoing transcript is a full, true 

and correct transcription of my stenotype notes of said 

proceedings. 

DATED: At Reno, Nevada, this 27th day of 

August, 1999. 

J;-~yJJL_ 
ERIC V. NELSON, CCR No. 57 
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1 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

2 Pursuant to NRCP s(b), I hereby certify that I am an employee of the law offices 

3 of Thomas L. Qualls, Esq., and that on this date, I served the foregoing Supplemental 

4 
Appendix on the party(ies) set forth below by: 

5 

6 
11 
__ ,Aix!:,__ __ 

7 

Placing an original or true copy thereof in a sealed envelope placed 
for collecting and mailing in the United States mail, at Reno, 
Nevada, postage prepaid, following ordinary business practices. 

8 

9 
X Personal delivery. 

10 

1111-----

Facsimile (FAX). 

Federal Express or other overnight delivery. 

12 
11 
_____ Reno/Carson Messenger service. 

13 

14 addressed as follows: 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

TERRENCE McCARTHY 
Washoe County District Attorneys Office 
P.O. Box 30083 
Reno, Nevada 89520 
(Via Personal Delivery) 

DATED this day of August, 2008. 
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0 No. 4 til-~--~~ .. 
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00 3 
00 

4 

5 

6 IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

7 IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE. 

0 * w w 

9 THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

10 Plaintiff, 

' ' '"~ -~ ~ 

INTENT TO SEEK 
12 SIAOSI VANISI, DEATH PENALTY 

also known as 
13 HPEn, 

also known "" 
14 "GEORGE" 

15 Defendant. 

16 I 

17 Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule- 250 filed with the court on 

18 December 3 0' 1998, 

19 COMES NOW, the State of Nevada, by and through RICHARD 

LOU "-· ·'-"-' U.Lio;L.l. .LCL. fil. UL ~~~"~.l, ana lJAVJ.U L. 

21 STANTON, Chief Deputy District Attorney, and hereby gives Notice 

22 to the Court, counsel, and the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also 

")~ ' unvn ' 1 ' ,,.., 
" .-F • ' -F -' ' 

' ., . 
24 YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the State of Nevada by and 

25 through the Office of the Washoe County District Attorney intends 

26 to seek the death nenaltv as nunishment aaainst SIAOSI VANISI 

2JDC03788 
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• • w 
~ 
::J 
1-'· 
IJl 
1-'· 
10 

2 l also known as IIPRII "l en k-n r>bm "c II r:!RORr:!R II ' ·~~ h '~ 

(1 
0 2 for Murder of the First Degree as set forth in Count I. w 
-....] 
00 3 YOU ARE HEREBY FURTHER NOTIFIED that 
<D 

the State intends 

4 to produce and present evidence concerning aqqravatinq 

5 clrcumstances relevant to the offense, defendant, victim and/or 

6 other matters relevant to conviction and sentence to allow a jury 

7 or panel of three judges to set the penalty for the conviction of 

----.-,- = UL Lil"' ~ ~rsc u~,;L~c ac aeaLH. '""" .;uu .-u=, ~--zuu. U.:U, 

9 NRS 175.552; 1:-JRS 175.556, Payne v. Tennessee, 501 u.s. 808, 111 

10 S.Ct. 2597 (1991). RiQgo v. State, 113 Nev. 1239' 946 P2d 1017 

1 1 11007\. ~ " <::t-ot-e 1 1 -, ~T, 1<:7 0<1 •-' "' '"~~~ 
' ' 

12 In addition to seeking the death penalty against 

13 defendant SIAOSI VANISI, also known as 11 PE", also known as 

14 "GEORGE", based unon the aaaravatina nature of the of fens<> 

15 itself, the State intends to present the following aggravating 

16 circumstances as it relates to Count I' NRS 200.033 (4a) (7) 

1'/ \tl) \ll). 

18 The evidence which the State intends to present in 

19 support of one or more of the following statutory aggravating 

"'~LO~~"~ ~v "'~w ~vv. v~~ ~o ~LLV DY ""-" .L/:0.:0:>.< 

21 as it relates to Count I' Murder of the First Degree of Sergeant 

22 GEORGE SULLIVAN includes: 

~-, 1 Ru<r1on~o t-h>l- t-l- "· '-F "' 

24 SULLIVAN was committed by the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also 

25 known as 11 PE" I also known as "GEORGE", in the commission of or 

26 attemntina to commit the crime of Robberv With the Use of a 

-2-
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1-'· 
IJl 
1-'· 
10 

~ ' n "'' 
,,,, """" 0nn n~~ I~\ I,\ "'' • ,-!, ; 1 1 ,, t-1-

(1 -. ..• ~ 

0 
2 w to January 13, 1998, defendant VANISI expressed the intent to 

-----1 
o.D 3 "kill a cop 11 and steal the officer's gun and radio; that on 
0 

4 January 13 1998 defendant VANISI did "kill a cop " Serqeant 

5 GEORGE SULLIVAN of University Nevada Reno Police Department, and 

6 did steal his gun and radio. 

7 2 . Evidence that the murder of Sergeant GEORGE 

Cl t;U.LLJ.VAN was commlttea oy tne aeienaant, VA.NJ.t;J.' aJ.so 

9 known as IIPEII I also known as "GEORGE", upon a peace officer or 

10 who was killed while engaged in the performance of his official 

' ""~ 1-- .f' ,,_ 1- • '"" _. 
' 'l " '1 "' '1 ' 

12 the defendant knew or reasonably should have known that the 

13 victim was a peace officer. NRS 200.033 (7) ; NRS 289.350. 

1 4 Rvi -'· will s:how r_h,r. rle>f<>nrl,nr VI\NTST rli rl m1· " -~nt-

15 GEORGE SULLIVAN, who was in his University Nevada Reno Police 

16 Department uniform and initially in his University Nevada Reno 

17 Police Department marked police vehicle on January 13, 1998. 

18 3 . Evidence that the murder of Sergeant GEORGE 

19 SULLIVAN was committed by the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also 
i 

.<U "'" 'Jo'JO', c1.HSV "''" , ~u • ~~ V<OU L-V.L L- U.L <0 V.L L-11<0 

21 mutilation of the victim. NRS 200.033 (8); Jones v. State, 113 

22 Nev. r Advance Opinion 48 (1997) . Evidence will show that 

~~ -"· UM1TCT rl '-" "' C, CT1T T nr~ >T 1- :1, . 
-~ '" -~ 

24 him in the head and left hand a minimum of twenty times with a 

25 hatchet or other heavy sharp implement and then stomped on 

2h II/ 

-3-
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::J 
1-'· 
IJl 
1-'· 
10 

2 1 Seraeant SULLIVAN's head which ~rosalu "lt-crc.-1 
(1 
0 2 SULLIVAN's facial features. w 
-....] 

the murder of <D 3 4. Evidence that Sergeant GEORGE 
I-' 

4 SULLIVAN was committed by the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also 

5 known as 'p_e; 
' 

a_so known as "GEORGE", upon a person because of 

6 the actual or perceived race, color or national origin of that 

7 person. NRS 200.030 (11) Evidence will show that defendant 

' ' 
""~u~, a ' HlQU~ = nac~ng wrace 

~ 
ana 

9 wanting to kill a white cop prior to murdering Sergeant GEORGE 

10 SULLIVAN, a white police officer. 

l l 'T'hP !'lt-e>t-P e>l Rn int-.mrla t-~ cu<rlc~nc ,,_ -C 
~~ 

12 defendant at the penalty hearing pursuant to NRS 175.552, in 

13 addition to the aggravating circumstances outlined above, to 

14 include all relevant character evidence as well as the 

15 circumstances of the particular offenses. NRS 175.552; Flanagan 

16 v. State, 107 Nev. 243, 810 P.2d 759 (1991); Robins v. State, 106 

.LI "ev. o.L.L, 1::10 <' • .:a """ \.L::>::>UJ; 1on 1 v. tate, 101 Nev. 252, 699 

18 P.2d 1062 (1985) ; and Allen v. State, 99 Nev. 485' 665 P.2d 238 

19 (1983). 

~n ~' ~· . ' , 

"' '~~~ ~v v. 

21 Sergeant GEORGE SULLIVAN's good character as well as evidence of 

22 the emotional impact on Sergeant SULLIVAN's family. Pa~e, 

23 sunra· Rinnn !'llmr;, »nrl n. 

24 The State will rebut any defense allegations claiming 

25 mitigating circumstance(s) as listed in NRS 200.035. 

26 Ill 
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• • w 
~ 
::J 
1-'· 
IJl 
1-'· 
10 

2 1 If the defendant intends to nresent anv Pvi ~ in 
(1 
0 
w 2 support of mitigating circumstances, as allowed by NRS 200.035, 
-....] 
<D 3 the State should have 
10 

prior notice pursuant to the Discovery 

4 Order in this case. In any case, the State will address and 

., re.out any a~~egea mltlgatlng Clrcumstance(s), the nature of which 

6 may not be known until the presentation of those mitigating 

7 circumstance(s) by the defense. At that time, the State will be 

' -p 0],-' -~~~ -~oc -cu -.:::-rre- ue. 1~ cillU Il.L<; ;e.c _i_-rr 

9 a timely fashion any additional evidence to contradict any claim 

10 of mitigating circumstance(s). 

11 The State " :e: __i:]-,"t- t-ho rlnr' -orl """ t- i nn 

12 circumstances are not outweighed by any mitigating 

13 circumstance(s) and, thus, the death penalty is just and 

14 appropriate. 

15 Moreover, if additional evidence of aggravating 

16 circumstances as set forth in NRS 200.033 becomes apparent prior 

.L I L-U L-He emenL- OL L-lle pena~t:y nearlng, not:lce Wl~~ oe 

18 provided to counsel and the defendant as required by NRS 200.033 

19 and NRS 175.552. 

~~ 'l'l- l- " t-1- _ , - , _ 

' -::J . , "t' -~~~ .. 
21 the defendant, SIAOSI.VANISI, also known as "PE 11

, also known as 

22 "GEORGE", for the charge of Murder in the First Degree as set 

23 forth in Count I it is Bl'hmit-t-"'rl t-h"t- ">ll rPlPV">nt- <>vi~ 

24 concerning this Notice is to be presented to the jury or the 

25 Ill 

26 Ill 
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(1 ~ ·co 

0 
w 2 the defendant, SIAOSI VANISI, also known as ''PE" I also known as 
-----1 
<.0 3 11 GEORGE" I in compliance with the law. w 

4 Dated this 17 day of F., 1) ,/11. 1999. -- -
(/ 

5 

()_:~ ~-~~~!) 6 
RICHARD A. GAMMICK 

7 District Attorney 
Wasnoe county, Nevada 

8 

\,(~ ql A 
9 

10 B ~~~ L. ST ~'"';'"' 
~u~~._ ~~l-'u~_y ~~o~ .. ~~~ ~~~~u•~_y 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

.ou 

21 

22 

24 

25 

?!': . 0??<;<;11':<; 
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,r 
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w2 I hereby certify that I am an employee of the Washoe 
-....] 
o.D 
,p 3 County District Attorney's Office and that, on this date, I 

. ~ _,_ ~ ; nn rl,-,,-., throuah the 
'± rorwarucu a. ~ -~, 

5 Washoe County interagency mail, addressed to: 

6 

M; "= .C,nproroh i ,-, 
,,,_ ~,_,~ l"nmot-v Public Defender 

8 One South Sierra 
Reno, Nevada 

9 
Steve Gregory 

1 n Denutv Public Defender 
One South Sierra 

11 Reno, Nevada 

~ 12 DATED this /f~day of ' 
1999. 

13 
./:) 

' \,-- (){ - // ~ A 

14 

15 

16 

.L I 

18 

19 

..,,., 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

'1' l. ~ 
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~ -~T'"""'"' rm SERVICE 
(11 
0 
w2 I hereby certify that I am an employee of the washoe 

---.1 
o.D 
01 3 County District Attorney's Office and that, on this date, I 

. , 1" -" " t-rue COPY of the foregoing document, by 

"' 
5 delivering said document to: 

6 

"7 Mike Specchio 
washoe County Publ~C ueLeuu oL 

8 One South S~erra 
Reno, Nevada 

9 
Steve Gregory 

10 Deputy Public Defender 
one ~ouu1 ,_;_ . .~..~.a 

11 Keno, m=vaua 

12 DATED this /f?r/ day of ;z,k, .. o-- ' 
1999. 

13 "\ ~ 
" "' " 

V\off., 7,/, /fi'A. - .;, 
.l'± 

15 \ 
16 

"~ 

18 

19 

20 
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22 

23 

24 

25 
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.._.1.11.11 , .-... 

Clliill ftl. .... II I, Jlll.1' • .................. 

October 27, 1998 

The Honorable Connie J. Steinheimer, District Judge 
Department 4 
Washoe County Courthouse 
P.O. Box 11130 
Reno. NV 89521 

RE: Siaoai Vaniai, a.k.a. •ps,~ a.k.a. "George• 
caae No. CR98-0516 

Dear Judge Steinheimer: 

Mr. Vanisi received a thorough psychiatric evaluation at the Waehoe 
County jail on October 25, 1998. It is my professional opinion 
that Mr. Vanisi is of sufficient mentality to be able to understand 
the nature of the criminal charge againet him: and is of sufficient 
mentality to be able to aid and assist counsel in his d.efenee. 
When Mr. Vaniei was asked what he was charged with, he stated he 
was charged with •First Degree Murder... He etatee that he wae 
arrested in Utah on January 14, 1998. He states that he wae 
alleged to have committ.ed murder against Sergeant Sullivan on 
January ll, 1998. He states he was extradited back to Nevada 
around January 26th, and he was taken to the Parr Boulevard jail. 
He states in July he was taken to Nevada State Prison until 
September. He states that he believes he went to Nevada State 
Prison due to security problems. He states that he does not want 
to go into any detail regarding the charges against him, becauee 
he is afraid that it may effect his trial. When aeked how he was 
sleeping. he stated he sleeps approximately six hours per night, 
and that his sleep patterns are not consistent. He states hie 
appetite is good, but he has lost 60 lbs. 

F-.aily &D4 b.viroaaectal BJ.atoryr Hie mother ie aliva and he 
describes her aa outgoing but reserved at times. Hia father is 
alive, and he states he was not around much and he divorced hie 
mother. He states he only met hia father once. Siblings: He 
states he bas two aistera and four brothers. 

r~ly Riatory of Psychiatric %lln••• ia the P~lye He states 
that he ia not aware of any history of psychiatric illness in his 
family. 

Pa•t P•ychiatric Trea~ta He states he has received no previous 
treatment. 

WCPD05661 
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Siaosi Vanisi, a.k.a. "PE,• a.k.a. •George• 
Case No. CR98-0516 
Page Two 

Childhood Rietoryt He states that he feele like be had a fairly 
normal childhood. He went to achool, went to church, and hie 
family was fairly strict. Ke etatee he grew up in San Bruno, 
California. He states he waa not abused mentally~ phyeically, or 
sexually. 

lducatioaal Hietory: He has a high school education. 

Work IU•toryr He atatea he has worked as an ac:t.or in a commercial, 
he has done electrical work, and also did grip work on a film. 

Marital Jl18toqa He was married in 1994. and he feels he i• 
relating to hie wife fairly well. He has two sons. ages 4 year• 
old and 2 years old. 

Medical Bi•tory' He states he has had plastic surgery on hi• 
elbow, and also he has a history of non·insulin dependent diabete8. 

lledicatiODer He etatea he hae been taking Depakote and it bas 
helped him considerably in controlling his mood •wings. 

Alcohol Hiatory, He states that. every month or ao he will drink 
beer, and he will drink approximately 3-8 beera per day. He statea 
that alcohol depresses him, but he still has episodic periods when 
he drinks. 

Drug Kiatorya He state• he has abused marijuana on a daily basis 
since 1997. He states marijuana is his drug of choice. He baa 
tried speed five times. 

Ar~••t Biatory: He states he has never been arrested, except for 
minor traffic violationa. 

MeAtal Statue ax .. tnatiODr This ia a 28-year-old white male who 
seems somewhat anxious. His thought content and thought processes 
are relatively int:act. His affect has been volatile, and be atat.ee 
be has been manic at times and depressed at times. His affect i• 
wit:hin normal limits at this t..ime. Hallucinations and delusione: 
H~ states he has never heard voices or seen things that are not 
there. He states that he has bad grandiose delusion& when he waa 
manic, and felt like he was invincible. He atates at times he 
feels like he is Peter Pan, and that he is 11Ul9ical. Paranoid 
thoughts: He denies any paranoid thoughts. Memory evaluation: 
His long-term memory is fair. Hia abort-term memory is good. in 
that he could remember three out of thr«M objects after five 
minutes. Immediate memory: His immediate memory is fair. in that 
he could remember a seven-digit forward nun\ber. Intellectual 
functioning ia evaluated aa good. When asked the distance from San 
Francisco to New York City. he said 3, 000 miles. AbiJtraec. 
thinking: When asked what the phrase. "The early bird gets the 
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Siaoa1 Vaniai, a.k.a. "PB,• a.k.a. •George" Case Mo. CRt8-0516 
Page Three 

worm means,• he stated, "You can reap what you aow by getting up early." Judgment is evaluated as fair. When asked what he would do if he found an. addressed, sealed, etamped envelope lying on the sidewalk, he stated, "I would put it in the mailbox." Aaaeta: He likes to talk in conversation and also likes ping pong. 

Axis I: 

Axis It: 
Axis III: 
Axis IV: 
Axis v: 

Sincerely, 

Philip A. 

PAR:dh 

f 

Bipolar affective disorder 
Polyaubetance abuse 
Mixed personality traita 
Diabetes 
Number 4 
GAF ore of 32; GAP score over the paet year of 47 
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nibunef.Delma 
law enforcement officers worked together to c:omb the University of Ne.-ada Reno CA111P!JS for clues after UNR police officer; 
~ Sullivan was found dead next to his patrol car early this morning. Below, a blood bcnnid hunts for the mmderer's scent in an 

UNRcampus. -------
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-· - - ·-·· ... . . AreaTtilic~ -inv:'ti~te munt~~~f· i1NR officer' 

BY MAllCJA R.OIIllEll 
'Ikibuac Scaff 

Struggle. . .. · 
~would not say if Sullivan was in a' pd afbloodorbow bia body appeared. He did COD1bm that Sullivm was murdered. Early. repor1B from Po&e said be Dl8Y haVe been. 

Investigators are. ~ the eotim University ~- Nevada, Reno campus today lookiug fur. eluee in the e.uiy morning murder 
shot. . . ·otA.':'~~-campusfound 

Sgt. Gearp Sullivan~ nm to IU patrol c:ar De8l' the infi:lrmati(lD. booth an Canter SVeet around 12:57 a.m,. Reao Police Lt. Phil 

Police have DO BUspec:ta_ H'aWevw, they do baV8 oompwitlw oftwo men who were seen in, the are1. at the time. Ge1eoto said they are 
just waDted fir questiauing hera•• they might know help.Ul iDforma.tioiL 

GaJeoto aakl . . 
Galeoto said the police have no reasao to believe Sullivan was responding to a call . a when be was murdered. W ·Police have been questicmq D88l'by rasi-

· There were nn otbs people in fbe· area 
wbenpolice ~ o.JsOto aaid tbecause at death will .DDt be· known until the autopsy restilbl haw been l'81BI8ed frool the Washoe 
County Coronar'a 06ice. He 8l1l.id, . ~er, . _ · that it ajJpeara Sullivan was involved in . a . · · ·- See Officer down page SA 

Officer Down 
I &om Paie·IA 

dsta siDce 1 a.m. A heUcqJtar 
1 allo aean:bed the 8l"eel with a 
apotligbt~ 

One rellida:lt said she heard a 
car ~ t.broueh tbe alley 
behbid her apartment on 

; Virginia Street around 12;80 
I a.m. She said abe also heard 
1 some trash caos being bit by 80Dlef:lring. . 
I . '!'be invest= is being Jed • by tbe Reno • Department 

with ~ tbe Washoe 

·=~·~:a I tbs uniYeraitiY police department. I Ge1eoto said tbe university 
polige do DOt have a larp enough 
statr to inveetipte deaths 011 
campus. 

Ovs- 100 people are aearch~ 
ipg fM!JlY l'OOiil ot fSfl8l'¥ building 
on campus and all of the 
II'QilDds. Mounted oftilmB and 
aean:h doga are also heine used. 

The campus will be cbed all dalt Bmployaea are DOt to report 

1-/J;_ 7P 
to wodt until otherwise adviSed. 
'lralic around the c:ampua. aJBo l 
being repJatal. 

"'SiDce this is BUCh 811 open 
area we wiD be II88ICbiDg tor eri~ \ dence tbr a Joog time, • Galed:.o 
add. 

Sullivan wu in his -408. He is 
8U1'Vived by a wife lllld ibur cbil~ \ 
dnm. ' 

He lltariBi wodr:ins at the· 
uoivenity Jan. 3, 1979. He was 
poomoted to serpant in 1984 
an~ W8!l the 17PA!8J.'8lli ~ 
~~~a:Uidvendty m Nevada Police o8icar to be 
ki1led in the line of~ . 

UDiveraity Police Officer Mark Covington . described 
SulliYan as a congeaial man. 

"'He was VI'JrY well ~d, • 
Covington aaid. '"He always looked for the good in eveeyooe.. 

Fuoeral lli.TilDplll&ll for 
Sullivan have aot ;yet tan made. 
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• 'I can tell you he was a good 
policeman. I know they say that 
about officers who are .killed, but 
he truly was a good man. ' 
-lt8n 1111 r Jollcl aftll:lp 

m 

MAtJ SOUGHT 
FOR QUESTIONING 

Pollet ue clrcul&ting a c:omposlte 
of an unidentified man 

seen In the area 
where UNA Sgt. 
George SUJivan 
Wa4 kiled Monday 
night Police Slid 
he Is not a sua- . 
pect, but might 
help find a sus­
pact. They 

'-------' c:fescrl)ed him as 
white, 34 to 38, 6 feet 11 to 6 feet 1, 
220 pound• with brown ahoulder­
lenllfh hair. He wa wearing • 
black knit cap. long dark-cOlored 
jacket and light pants tucked Into 
darl< boots. Call pollca at 334-2115 
or SeCret Witness at 322-4900. 

REWARD 

• Secret Witness 18 offering a 
$2,500 reward for key Informa­
tion related to the Sullivan case. 
Call329-4000. 

~...-,.. _______ ----· 

......... 
• 'I feel n:ally bad for the 
family. The l&it place you 
expect sometbing 1ilm that is 
on a college campus.' __..,...., 
0111 ..... 

ar 
T-alaiiD .. IDI IIICIIPib MIIIIIPid 
• 'We kDew tbe policemu .• 'All the officers we've hired 
who WBS killed. Since e'ze have at ~liSt four yean 
next to the flllivenity, we eKperiencc w#b 
have kind of a relationsb.ip.' law-enforceme.ot ;qp:ncie&' 
............ ---......... 1111. cbfll, 
Mllllllllllrillfaa VP TR CIIQII ~ 
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. FOund In momlnga\ 
Officer was beatento \ 
~~ ........... police say. 1 

University of Nevada. Reno campus looking for cluesj 
in the murder of poice Sgt George SUIIvan. The' 
search Included the UNR Sign, top plloto. 

Flap flown at state facilities 

~. !?S:. qa~ ~r::: 
the 6ne of ty at the l.Jniveni- · 
ty ofNavada, Reno. 

Slllivan'1 home in Sparks 
w8l crowded with fUnUy and 
friends~. 

:;··. ~ SGT . . SULLIVAN · ;;.f 

.. s ... CleonM~ 
·~a 
•Jolnedthe ·· 
Unlvsraltvof . · 
Nevada, Aeno. 
poliCe f(lftje on 
Oct.3, 1978; . 
·~dbyhls 
wife, Carolyn, . 

.. andfOIBSOI'IS .. 
· aodadaughtw. 
.A public. 

· memorial aervlce 
Is scheduled at Lawlor. Events 
Center at 2 p.m. Friday~ 

"They have two )'01Dll c:kil­
dml (qea 7 and 3) who are too 
youq to comprehend what hap­
J)CDCd." said Unnemty of Nco 
vada, ~ Police omcer Steve 
Sauter, who hu known Sullivan 
fM18~ . . ~------~~------~ 

Sullivan and hil wif~1 Caro- They married in Reno ud live . 
lyn, a nurse, met w.Dlle ~. . . . ' 
were both muteilb at UNR.. See IHOCK on pqc ajj 
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·Shock 
FI'DinpqelA 
in the area ever since. "'call tel yoa he wuaaood police­
man." Ssoter said "I know they lilY 
that aboutoftlcen wboare tilled.. bU 
hetrolywasa IJ)Odmaa. 

.. He always dealt with people in a 
fairD18DDe!' ... 
. UNR Police Cbief'Keam:th Sjocn 

said Sullivan "'was ODC of our Wdl­
~likableotlicen. We're still. 
gomgtln'oulhshockand pain." 

S'auterdeicribedSulivanuanout­
st:andiDiftmill)'man. 

.. He Dad I deep com.passioD. for 
people,. be aaid: "The thins ~ 
Stribs me the most about Gcoqe 11 

bit family. GeoriiDtook an iDtere1t in 
hia cbildren, wliidl I tbougbt wu 
more than UIU.Ilfora man." 

Sally Mo.raan. di!ector of ltUdcnt 
diacipline at 1JNR Slid her bulband. 
Jim FiJkinl, also ia a UNll c:op and 
wOited with Sullivm for 11112 ~ 
shesaid.Sullivmwaaknownforbeinl 
involvedwithhiskidl andtheiracdv-
itiel. . 

'"Itsoundltrite, buthewudefillite. 
tytb:: family man," M~said. "He 
waa ve:rYcommirtedtoiUsfimilyand 

ilriolwd with his kids. .. 
~ drove hiJ children to every 

rts_.......... dpme,Sauterlatd. 
spo '1fe11.,;~ for them, • he l8id. 
"Whenever his chiidml stayed, be 

2(! 

· "TIME LINE: THE SULLIVAN SLAYING 

.11 p.a Mondar. Sgt. George 
D. SUllivan, 43, bealna d~on 
the night shift, a afilft he hid been 
wortdha for1he last 1hree walks. 
•12:51 a.m.: Puseraby dlacov­
er Sullivan lying next to hll pdJce 
Cl\llser near the lnformatJon 
kloekatthe aouth gate ottha 
Unlvaralty of Nevada, Reno cam-

,u.:-2:11 a.m.: OffiCers from Reno 
PoOce Deoar1ment and UNR 
arrive and cal for backup. . 

·---

•1 a.m.: Waahoa Coooty sher­
Iff's h8IICOPtar S8II'Chea campus 
from air whleother officers con­
tinue ground search. •••..m.s Pollee from combined 
agencies begin a grlckaarchof 
the UNR campus whDe Olher offl.. 
cera conduct a~ 
search of ev«y UNR bi.llldlng. 
Search continua& throughout the 
day as officers visit dooi·to-door 
In fue surrounding neighborhood 
looking for clues and Wltne8aee. 

WCPD09831 AA00862
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Murder suSj)e'ct appreh 
BY MARCIA ROHB.Eil Reno po1ice Lt. Phil Galeo6 

'nilnme Stllff . said they asked po1ice in Sa; 
Salt Lab City poHca arrest- Lake to watch for Vanisi, 2'1 

ed t1ie man accused at ldiHug a after they learned be has ret. 
University of Nevada police am- lives living there. 
cer after a two-bmr standoff Ga1eoto eaid Reno police firt 
Wednesday night. 1eamed Vaniai wu in Utah afbr 

Siaost Vanisl, charged with a phone ean from Salt Laka 
the murder of Sgt. Georp County Sberift"a Departm.mt 
Sullivan and three counts at' . oftlcials. They told him tbsy hal 
anned robbery, fled to Utah lata a man who matd\ed the deac:rip­
Tuesday night or WedDesday tim:1. given in Vanisi's lllTI!8t W8Jio 
IDOl'Iliog. rant.. 

"They did some darn good · 
pciice work. • Galeoto BBid. 
"FortunatelY for a1l af. us they 
found bD:n and caught him.'" 

Ga1eoto said he did not know ' 
what esact1y bappellsd leadiDg 
up to Vanim.1J arrest other than 
the standoft' at the apartment of 
one ofVaDisi's relatives. 

The sherift"s oftkiala eventu­
ally bad to ~ tear gas to get 
VaiDsi out oftbe home. Tbey shot 

o ended in Salt Lake City 
him down with a bean-bag gun. 

Vanisi alao apparmtly fired 
shots at police officers with a pis­
tol that may have belonged to 
Sullivan. Vanisi was treated at a 
Salt Lake Hospital for a gun 
wound to the ann. 

Vanisi is being held at the 
Salt Luke County J'ai1, OaleotD 
said. 

Galeoto said two RAmo deblc­
ti.ves flew to Salt Lake CiV this 

mornioa to begin the 61draditfon 
proceaa. 

He said after they have posi­
tively ideDtified V&Diai and com­
pared evidence, they will aak 
Vaufai if be W8llt8 to return to 
RAmo to fiu:e the cbargea against 
hbn. . 

If Vauiai agrees to face the 
d1argu. he could be back. in 
Reno in a sbori time, Galeoto 
said.lfVaDUi figbta edraditian, 

the Waahoe County Diatrict 
AttorneY• office will have to 
make ammgemenbl to briDg hiDi 
back. Tbia eouid take up to three 
months, Galeoto said. \ 

Pollee 1iDked Vantsi to 
Sullivan's murder and two 
armed convenieDce store rob­
beries wifh iDfurmation pmv.ided 
by wi+nesse-. 

Ar.a:riing to the wanant feR' . 
See Vauisi page SA . -----------------------· .. ---·· ----
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V:urisi: Memorial services planned for fallen officer 
fmmPagclA 

Vantars arrest, three Sparka nJIIoo 

idanta told po&e Vanisi had 
been living with them in th&r 
RoCk Boulevard apartme.ntaince 
he arr;lved in Rmo recentlv trom 
u. Angela They knew Vanisl 
aa "Pa.• 

One of them to1d police he 
IBW Van:ili with a ru6beJ:..han.. 
died, llilver-metal batdlet • few 
da;ys befOre SuDivan WM JDUI'­

dered '1\leaday. 
The man deacribed Vaaiai u 

beiDg a 'lbDgan male in bia mD-
208, 5V to 6'10", 220 poonde 
with black short hair and a 
beard: - -
n• '·'He l!l8id be had seen Vanisl 
at the apartment lata MondaY 
night wearing a dark-colored 
wig, a black b1111danna as a head· 
band, a red or wiJle.oolored 
leaih£r jackat and bagy black 
deDim pant& • 

The Sparks resident BDd his 
tworoommst. told police Vanisi. 
repeatedly ll8id, "'I want to kill a 
crsp,. in the d8,JB before tbs mul'­

der. 
1be two WODUI'Il who also 

Jive at 1he BockBoalevardapart. 
meat told police about VaiWD.'a 
stay with them. 

They gave the same~ 
tlon of Vauisi and said they allo 
saw him wearing a pair of 
~glove& Monday 
night. 

They told police V&Dhd 
returned to the apartment 
around 1:15 a.m.~ carry­
ing a ha1dlet. They 88id he wat1 

short rLbreath, D.el'\'OU8 aod agi­
tated. He waa no longer wearfDg 

Vanisi was seen at about 10:20 
p.m. 'lUesday rOObing a 7-Bleven 
store, 710 Baring Blvd. 

The stcre cl8rk said Vanisi 
pointed a pistol at her and 
demanded the money from the 
cash register. She gave him 
about $90 and he left; the store. 

A man fitting Vanisi's 
deaiption · was seen rob­
bing the J= Food Mart; 
2595 Clear At:m ~ about 10 
minuta later. This man also 
pliated a pi8tol and demanded 
the JllOlley. The clerk, who later 
identified Vanisi's picture, gave 
t:hS man about $67 ~ 

Police raceived several 
reports of possible sighting& of 
Vanili Wednesday afternoon 
after his arrest warrant was 
issued. They unsuccessfully ful­
lowed up an tbe leads, including 
a sighting at a Mormon church 
near the tmiver&ity. 

VisltationB iOr Sullivan are 
toda,y from 8 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Ross, Burke and Knobel 
Mortuary, 2156 Kietzke Lon.e, 
and Friday from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
The D:aemarial service will be at 
Lawlor Events Center Friday at 
2p.m. 

There wiD be no gravesite 
service but there will be a~ 
titAn at the Silver Legacy after 
the memorial BerVice. 

.. 
---------

WCPD09808 AA00865
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Reno police comb neighborhood 

GRIM UAIICHa A SWAT team mfll1lber, above, pectwaslntheotuch.Nothi~Y.rasfound. Washoe 

check& out some vehicles parked In front of the County D .A. .Dick Gammlcl<, below, shows an 
MormOn ·Church on Buena Vista Avenue on equipped gun belt similar to what was taken from 

, Wednesday. Pofic:e believed for a time that the sus- slain UNR Officer George Su'Nvan. 

-~---- ·- · ·~-- --------
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• 
IIJPIIII......_ 
alllllhnnlfer erow. 
RENO GAZBTJ'B..10UllNAL 

~ man Reno police-_ 58}' told 
neiJdlborl he wanted to kiD a cop 
ani then killed a UDivenit}' of 
N!=Vthada, Reno police aef'81iant 
wt a hatchet wu ~d 
V.: cdnesday night in Salt Lake 
City after a two-hour standoff 
with police. 

Shortly before 9 p.m., Salt ~ 1. 
City law oftic:en arrested Si&osi I 

'----· ------ · ·-, Vaniai, 27. 1 
i Witnesses ~d 
! deputies fii'ed , 
i tear gas into the I' 
bome and then 
knocked out · 
V anisi: with 1 a 
bcanbaa Po. 
There Wll also :an 
exdl•nge of!. 1 

l fire with t 
SuUJvan ; !:!tr Co 

1
ty I 

•roreport ; deputi~ 1 

any lnfo!7Jl6tlon i ~oritlet aat4. 
about Sraosi - ~ Si.aosi Vanisi j 
Vanlsl, call 27, was treated, 
Reno for a minor gun. 
pollee at 334- ; shot wound to the I 
21_1 5 01 Secret • arm and wp i 

. Wrtness at 322- · elt))ec:ted to &c I 
4ro!>. booked into the i 

Salt Lake County i' 

. Jail,lherifrs ¥.-
•obituary of Jim Potter sBld. : 
Sgt. George He will face 1: sumvan. extradition by · 

P ... 7D. . Renoauthoritiea. : 
• Scholarship · : V anisi is the ! 
fund created In i main suspect iD ' 
memory of the I 
Sullivan. murder of UNR i 

II ... 3A police Sgt. i 
-- - .. . - ..9eo~ s~~'.:~· ' 

· 4J~ · ·who was 
found besi'de his patrol car at 
12:24 a.m. Tuesday near an infor· 
illation kiosk north of Ninth 
Street on the UNR campus. 

Police said he had been blud­
&concd to death with a rubber­
llandled hatchet, later fo011d in 
V anisi's a_partment on Rock Bon· 
1evard in Sparks. 

".We are relieved he was 
c:auaht," said Officer Lane Grow, 
whO worked with Sullivan for four 
yean. Sullivan Will Grow's super· 
Visor on the late shift. Grow wu 
offtbe nilbt of the killiq. 

"We feel all the police agencies 
did everything t~ could. We just 
hope justice Jirevaila," Grow said. 
'"Notbins is soinl to brin& Sulli· 
vail back, but it will be nice for 
Sullivan's family to know there is 
stiUjustice." 

Slierift"a ofticcn said Vaniai set 
fire to a garap. V aniai. who polic:e 
said 'WBI a Tongan alien. had been 
the ~nbject of a manhunt in the 
Renouea. · 

Police laid Vanisi had taken 
Sullivan's .45 caliber automatic 
pistol ·and belt and robbed two 
CGilVC11im:e stores Tuesday niRb1 
Reno police spokesman Lt. :Phil 
Galeoto aid Reno Justice Court 
Judge Ed oannan·si.gned an arrest 
warrant Wednesday ... accusin• 
Vanisi of murdering SUllivan. -

Salt Lake City authorities said 
o.fticers, alerted ~l' police teletype. 

. recopized Vanisi, who bad been 
arrested there beb:e, and went to 
his last Salt Lake CitY address. 
VlmiBi spotted oftkerl and ran in­
side an aputment, officials said. 

See .......CTonpap:IA 

• i 

I 

• 
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11

~ 
0 
1.0 
00 
~ 
~ 

e 

I UNR SLAYING SUSPECT SURRENDERS -·-r sns,ect 
I 

FI'OmpqelA ~~~-- '.-7. :r-1 :::.. :..: 
~ I, 

II 
II ,, 
·I 

Two Reno detectives were IICilt 
Wcdoaday ~ to Sail Lake City to talk to Vaniai, described aa 6-foot-2 and 2SO pounds. Galeoto said V anili hu a relative in the 
Salt Lake Ci~ area, but ai'IJI,R:Dt· 9' baa Jiot liVed then~ tor 10me time. 

Court ~ quote three . re&idema of a Rock BouleY¢ , ; . l.l)a1'tment iD Sparb u IRJIDI 
! Vaniai bacl been Ita~ there 

11 since recently c:omiDa U::u Loa . Angeles. one claim,ed v tc-. Ji peltedlJ llid, .. 1 .want to kill a 
~.·· 1be otben said u later~ Di'iteclkiDims SaUivan. 

"'We fum a very cfaDFroui sus­pect out iD the commuiaity or ~ · ·lll8 to leave the community. • Reno Police Chief I Hoover aid early WedDellday~e would advise the public not to take any . aetion thcuuclvca. .. 
1.2:57 .1.111. More than 100 of!i~ volun- Pollca SgL P_.tnd leered to .sean:b the IDOl ~ Gaorge SuDivan · SU11MM1 dead Tuesday afternoon. :waUdDs lnlk8l a tl8flk: on~ shonldet-to-sboulder, loold.D& for .f!lap at Nnlh and ballde hll clues. The musivc manhUDt con- Cenler a1nJ811; paltal Clr. tinaed ·Wednesday with. oflicm -... waritk1g knockinL on_ dootB at hom~ _Jp-' motorist. 

Sall.akD Clly ~ 811'08tSiaasl '\AIInl&l ·~~"'.·! 'c ·"J ... about 8 p.aa. Wedllaadlly. · ;"'!i'~~~ .t="!--·"'·· Hwa'8 What lad up 1D til= IInce ead .. . . 
~rnc;=::nGeolge= 

=::: BMiwharehe 

·~· famiY. 

7-Elawmfoad 
11110reat710 
~Blvd,' =:. pman. 

• HtJaidliiliM 
Jadcaana Food 
8tDre at 2595 
Clearkre 
Lane Ia held up 
b)'anannad 
rObber. 

2 p n1 VJ<·rl 

\ 

\ 
\1 

I 

I =County I 
Gammlck 
obllilna a Wlll1lnt 
forYanilfB 
amlll.- -. I ----- --

·-. 
·"' 

e 

e 
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~ tlliamverstty rooED&·IOr- -· -- -- · -- - --- ----- -~ more information and suemon- . 8aurcc Flllno CJazeii&-Jalmal r..m 
lllrt(lartlariReno Galrllla-Jillll . 

inJ neigbbon at V anisi a apart-ment. that he might want to steal a car. Officers also stated out several Lock!9Ul' ~,. . places Vaoisi was Iqi011edly seen, UNR Police Chief Ken Sjoen incJudinll the Mormoo Church on nid Sullivan wu last known to . Buena 'filta Avenue,~ a few llave made a traffic stop at Ninth blocks away from UNR. Someone and Center streets at 12:24 a.m. reported sPottina the mspect's ve- Tuesday. A backup officer talked hide, a white Cllevy Blazer, sbort- to Sulli.van briefly, then left, Sjoen ly after 1 p.m., but • ICan:b. of the said. . church tamed up nothiJI&. Police Sullivan then apparently iaued then belan lookina for a burgundy the -motorist a w8ridng and drove 'YIIIL . · his marhd patrol car onto univer-At police lleUChcd, they re- sity lfOWlds then, Sjoen llid. sponded ~ numerous reports of SUUivaD tamed around, puked people sceiD& 10meone ofVanisi'a under Ugbts and started doins delcrifJoo. •1 have no idea how ~ paperwork when he wu at• ·many Oalcoto laid. . tacked. At 12:57 a.m., puacrsby In c.;-;;n City, .aherift's deJtu· tOUDd bia body on the pavement ties stopped a man who looted naxttohiscar. . similar to V anili but was deter- The affidavit ll!llll SuiHvan died 'miDedtobeahomelelspmon. or mauive head iJVurios ~ At an afternoon press confer- tent with blows f:rmD a btchet Or ence, Washoe County Diltrict At- similar weapon. · ' tom.ey Dick Gammick W8l'DCd "We believe a hind u was par­~ Rsictents. "Don't leave your can cJaased a couple days before to kill outside ~ 'Ibcre'a evidence &COD," (3tmm;cksaid. 

Milsina froDi bat. he said. I SuUivan'a body One of the Rock were · his black Boulevard reci- · leather buket· dentstoldpolicehc wea-.e JUDbelt, · suspected Vanisi l black leather hoi· in the slaiing. He · sterz loaded .45- said Vanisi, Whom caHoer Glock be knows also as semiaatomatic:p "'Pe ".had been car- : tol, two J.oaaed Vanfel ryUi,_ a rubber-li .45-caUber GJock handled. silver-pistol ma.,.Pnea, haDdcufti, a black metal hatchet in I iDctal flaabtipt, a Motorola hind· the days before the murder, the af. held police_radio and several other ft1Savit11ys. . acceaor:les. · He said that late Monday night, 1 A Sparb poli_ce serpant re- Vanisi wu in the apartment wear­caJled ~ SulliTan near the in- ina a dark wi& with a black ban­tencction tiefOill the attack and dana as a bcadband. a red-colored i also aeeina tomeone of Van.lli'_• leather-looking jacket and baggy,! dclcriDtion "lurldq in tbe shad· black denim J)ll1tJ. The witness 1 owa" bebind SUlliT&n, tbe affida- ind seveml other people reported vit 18J1. ADot:ber motQrist~- bearina Vaniai repeatedly state, •: ed seeing such a maD • I want to kill a cop,,. tbe affidavit i 1'rom the campua onto N ~ Street between 12:30 a.m. and I Two of the residents said that I 
a.m. The D.Wl ~~~~tote ·when Vanisi_arri~~~~ -~-~~J 

• .. 
_'r 

~ 
M 
00 
0\ 
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:=:mcnt at about 1:15 a.m.. TueJ(iay"'" Van.isi in armed robberies Tues­
bc had a silver metal hatchet. S11e day nilbt at a 7-Eleven Food 
said he a1aO was short of breath, Store, 710 Barina Blvd., Sparks, · 

i nervous and agitated and did not and about 10 minutes later at 
: havebil · Jacbonl Food Store, 259~ Clear 

He w~atl')'ing a plastic baa. Acre Lane. Reno. 
. He asked for keyS to a car, then Police ssid they . identified 
· walked ouL He rctumcd wtthout Vauiai from surveillance video 
i the bag. the affidavit~ tapes u the aunman who took 

Later iD the day while watching about $90 from the 7~Elevcn and 
. a television tq1ort about the 811\Y· $67 from lacklona. Witnesses at 

in&. the residents asked V aniai both atorea said the · gun wu a 
whether be wu involved. ~9 Glock. · 

I ~ he admitted he killed SuW· Sjoen said his oflicen are issued 
• ._ 9mm Glock-17 handguns, but 

Another T~ known to the may purchase J.araer cllibers on 
residents as '"ield" had left the theirown. 
apartment Suncta,. niJb,t with l~tion and Natv.raliza.. 
v anisi, both &ayins they were go.. tion Sei'vice Agent Rick Eaton 
ina to Jdll a cop. The Other man said Vanisi enteled the United 
bunotbeendlailcd. · State& ftO.m T~ possibly in the 

In a search or the apartment, 19701 u. a rm.dent allen. He 
police seized a pair of cream-col- moved to the mainland from Ha­
orcd gloves, a red-colored jacket waii. 
and a rubber-handled silver or~m·ce,.na· uici

1 
id they know ·of no prl-

metal hatchet. All the items ...... ____ record. 
appeared to be blood-stained, 
police said. Assot:iaml Pres~ coDtribut«< to 

1 The affidavi,t a1ao implicates .. tbbreport. 
-·--- --- -------'-'--''-----
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! .• 'H~ was the type ofse~t ~ho cared for his~' };;d l~by::mp;.' 
--Paille lldlf landiBJGa 

:Thousands mourn slain UNR officer 
1 

ltOIIORIIIG 11111 PA' • E .. AbOve, u~ Police Chief Ken Sjoan 
leans down to kiss Carolyn Sutuvan, widow of slain UNR polca Sgt. 
t '. 

~.ullivan recalled as a dedica 

WCPD09814 AA00871
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Every night in my prayers, 1 ~ 
I know you'Ualways be there. 

You said to me once 
that life wasn't alwa:ys fair. 

I never understood until now, 
now that I dare. 

It's a feeling of loneliness, 
like the loss of my heart. 

My Daddy is gone now, 
and we must part. 

- Excerpu from a poem by Sullivan's children 
read atFridly's funeral servia 

t \ ;t 
I' tf. 4..JP~ ~ ~ - ~ 

. . .... i "l 

"'. ,_.'! ·' ... ' 

~ 

--­...... 

.... ' ~, ~·· ··. ~ " ·. 
: -~ : ~ 

r~ 
A IIIOIIIBNT OF REPLECTIONJ A fellow officer 
from the University of Nevada, Reno grieves for his 
slain colleague during Friday's services. 

1'tlmll Lotte WALKI The family and friends of 
Sgt. George Sullivan carry his body from the Lawlor Events ' 

Center following services on the university campus. I -- - - -

AA00872
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.--:~·· -_--;_~r ..... _ - .• ~ ----- .. -... 1 
world a better place. ; Memorial 

"Bsorge would have been 
p/U8Sd to tltl9 the outpouring 
of love to his famly. You COUld 
say I wu the stJt1tHJs one and 
Dad was the fc*er. placing 
plastic spldlirs In their beds lmtJ 
pltlying hide and .... 

"That's whit he wanted to do• 
PI'Oift page IA make this world a better place." . . 
~to wipe tears. '"He was Sullivan'sdedicationtohiafami.J 
illwaya ready to protect and to ly was a common theme among the 
serve." SP.eaken. ~uhoc County Sherifl 

With 19 yean service Sullivan Ricbard Kirldand called Sullivan's 
was the senior officer 'at UNR. marriage to ~wife,. Carolyn, ~ 
Officer Steve Sauter had worked true partnership. 

'7 newer wonted for his safety 
becausehewsssogoodatvhlt 
he did. J want to thMilc tilt# -
olllcenl who caughtn--•s ld/ler., -r 

with SUllivan for 17 rean and He told of when Carolyn would 
recalled hours-~ ea~ break- take the kids~ for the day and 
fast topther talkina about their SuiUvan would stay home and 
families. ~the house. When his wife and · 

... George believed if you Tllised children wo~d return, Sullivan : 
sood. decent children they'll be made ·~ dinnex; wu waiting for . 
.ROOd decent human beings " ~Kirkland said. 
Sauter aaid. .. And &e knew that's .Kirkland also responded to criti­
what it would take to make tbU · ct~~p of the intensive manhunt 

11 
: :p()~Ce. mounted for Sullivan's 

----- r----....,.,.=--
ldlkr. He called. those ~ 
"whiners" and said COJnpar:Dl8 tiD 
death of a citizen to that of an of:li: 
cer is like com))~ "M~ 
Lake to Lake T8hoe..' · 

If a criminal ia bold enoup b 
purposefully stalk a police ofBcet, 
an ll1'IDed person, that cr:imirul 
could be randoml)'' waJkins tm 
streets killina innocent ~ 
unarmed citizenl he said. ' sen. Richard ·Bryan. D-Nev~ 
also attended the service Praisin& 
SuDivan and the work poUce do u 
protect the community. ! 

"You are the sentfuela on dut( 
each and every ev · " he sa.i4 

! "You are too seldo~d ani 
' often critic:izcd." 

~-' . 

-. -· --.V. I 
j, .... ;. .. :·~-'- :.._....:..:..._ 

Th~ service ended with the U.S. 
Oag from the caabt beiq pieseDf.. 
ed to the widow and a 21-~ 
salute. The crowd gathered outside 
on the stt:p1 of Lawlor Events 
Center to watch the procession1 which included two bqpipers ana 
the . casket, surroUiufed by 
SulJivan•s family and close friends. 

Overhead. two Washoe County 
Sherifl's Oftice helicopters flew by 
in honor ofSulivan. 

At nearly the same moment the 
casket was rolled outside.l the J1'I.Y 
skies parted and a burst OI SUillbine 
shone th.rou.ah the clou$. 

•Look at iha!," one woman said, 
=of Sullivan. .'"lt~a as if God 

• JS smilins down on him." 
..__ ______ _ 

WCPD09816 AA00873
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VOICES 

'While I was put--

~rr:J' 
to think of what == SCimehow Bble 
tospeak. To 
Csrolyn and,_ 
chllt:lt'8n he would 881• 'llcnow =' wondering, wnyms? 

• brfefUtm~of 
1 wonder8d 'whY me?' 

BB welL But thflfl God tsiMJfld me 
on the shoulder 1111d said, 'Come 
with me.' And I d/dn'tfee/ 8IJ}' psJn.'" 

-.lim Haggarty, 8UIIIva1 
fainBy frflnd 

"George was not 

:O~h;. 
told me slie Is 
nota~ person. 
mersly ju. 
tit». and/ 
know tile dlstrlot 
sttomey, Dick 

Gsmmk:k, wfll see Ju!tfcs Is dona .. 
-Welhoe~ 

"All of you who wear the badge 
1!11'8 GOd's gHt to me. ·f ben~ from 
the peace lhst p8fiCS officers 
brfng. BfiCaUSfl of t/lfl GsorQs 
SuJilvsns of the world. my filmHy 
s/SIIIJ8~." . ' 

- P8ltiJr Jotm AkiBrl. ap.tcs 
Chrl8llln FelloW8hlp 

"'ur presence 
here sends a 
strong mBIIUgl 
to ouroommun­
ltlss: MW wli at 
sn costs, protact 

~~. 
W8 pia(» 

ourtelves In harm's way to keep 
you safe. TID aJ8o ssnO. a strong 
maagt to crftn/nsla: You have 
no Bllf8 haven. Be Wlllllfld, w. wfl 
not tolerate ~~cs. We wfJ1 
be folewN' V1giiiUfl ana we·Wfll pur­
sue you In oVerwhelming num­
ber& You will be brought to jus-
tic.." ' 

a.,=.~ 

==his kids. It wasn't 
unusu.Jto twr 
the dlaJtone mid-
~~~ 
becausft Ontl of 
thelclcls 
dropped a gllJ$1$ 
of mJik or wanted s sandwich. He 
/ov8d everything he did With his 
chRclren." 

- Oflfoer Stew Sautarof1he 
~of Neva. Reno 

WCPD09817 AA00874
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Back to face ~ges f<l1· ?~ • 

1:~ ~ 1' ~· ~ ' ,• .. ., ~ } . . v.-. .• 

~ ·~"'\ 

, ~ •- ......... ~ 

. 

''· 

Tribune/Debra Reid 
Escorted by law·enfottement officers, murder and robbery suspect Siaosi Vanisi was returned to Reno from Salt · 
Lake City Saturday morning. Vanisi is accused of killing University of Nevada pollee Sgt. Geotge Sullivan. Vanisi 

· was captured in Utah after a stand-off With the Salt Lake City Sheriff's Department. Vanisi seemed calm and chat­
ted briefly with the media before he was booked into the Washoe County Jail. Rithard Gammick, Washoe County's 
district attorney, said he W'OJilii seek the death ~alty against Vanili. for Sullivan's murder. 

0\ 
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0\ 
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lr j 

--.~He was teaslnitiie offl~ers, _, ---~~ 'We will n-~w;t~xtradltion 
altnost ·daring them to· shoot him~' ·- - ·proceedl!rgs to· bring him·. back.' 

' 

J 
;i -IlL dim Pltllr, san Lab C01mtJ . _ ~ -Dick lamlllld, Wlnoa CaniJ DIIIPIC1 AltiPDQ \ .

1

_ I':-:m--· . ,...To . -- :;:r-o;;-h -·~=--
,_ , ·:.. · . .,u van 1S ~ueveu ,o ave U"Ea;n 

• ! attaaeil wi~ut provocation .and 
, 

1 : repeatedly struck. on1be head with a 
batchet palice later found in a Rock 
Boulevard apartment wbere V anisi 1 

had been stayin& with friends. !XI • .... •• .. ........ \' vanisi·srriendsbear4himsayin 
l the days before the slayJ.D& "I want 

Gammick considers seeking death penalty li ~$.~~= 

'I =~-~uspec\inlJNR .~~~:_:o~O::- slayjng 
I 1 : . Gammlck, a former Reno ,ra~ 

I : officer, said he will consider 
· · tbe death penalty for V anisi. . 

J RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL , 

· The man accused of !clUing a ' 
"! University of Nevada, Reno police : 

I r, sergeant is expected to be returned : 
r~ from Salt Lake City in seven days to ·~ 

shwceb. 
Siaosi V anisi1 27, who ~cently . 

oad been hving in .. 
Sparks, was &P-1 ; 
prehended Wed· 
nesday~shtinsal~ F#'liM 
Lake Ctty. Alerted 
by a Reno police 
teletype that he 
might flee the~. 
deputies force~ 
him from an apart-

V..,Jaf mcnt with tear gis 
and felled him with a BUD· fired bean 
bag. . 

He's ch~ed with killina Sgt. 

I 
Georse Su.lltvan and robbing tWo 

I ~onvenience -stores early . 
f · Wei:fiiesAont, J - --~---·· · - · - ···· - ·· · ·--· · - --~-- - -

AIIOdiiBd Pnis8 

APARTMINT 8EARcH1 Investigators mill · hended WedneSday in Salt Lake City. The spotDght 

afountt tne-townhouse apartment. IIbOv&, where froman.offlc;er'aflasbli~photo.below, ehlnesatthe 

Slaosi Vanisl, a suspect In the hatchet Slaying of a wlndowsoftheapartmentwhereVanisiwasarrested 

IJnive_~ity of Nevad~~ Reno~l!~_offip!':. ~~ a.een:J:. .. ~fter.~ .!~ho~~~doff . . ___ 

: To do that hi Nevada, murder 
. must be fint-dcjree (premeditated 
and deliberated) and must include 
what Gammick called certain 
"qgravators." Hesaidoneisthevic­

, tim wu a pc)lice officer. 
· Since his arrest. Vanisiburefused 
to talk to ~Ike. Gamm.ick said. 

· "We'will now start extradition 
proceedings to bring him back," he 

. -saict. Gamm.ick must ask Gov. Bob 
·Miller to ask the governor ofUtah to ' 
return Vanisi to Nevada. 

If V aniai waives extradition pro­
~. he could be returned to 
Reno in a week. If he riShts extradi· 
non, be mast -request a bearing ill 
~hicb a judge dctcrm1ncs whether 
there is a criminal cbarg.ct 
whether be is the penon c:ba 
1 That could fake· four to Six 
Oammick said. .. 

He added Vanisi will n:ceive no 
credit for jail time_~nt waiting Cor 
extraditi®. 
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itfneooperativeVAisijalled undePsUici~Watch 
· a,.renalltarC.OW. .· Salt Lalce County iheriff's Sgt. friends we knew he bad here," RENO OAZETTE·JOURNAL Jim Potter said V &nisi had been · Potter said. "We knew he had a lot . uncooperative since his arrest at of Islander friends here and we SALT LAKE CITY -The man 9:4S p.m. Wednesday. · made contact with them." Reno police say killed a university "As far as I lmaw, he haSn't said The cousin. wbo identified him-police seTBeBDt wUI have his first anything about the murder," Pot· self only as Uno said it was hard , court appearance this morning in ter said. "The o. nly thing I've for him to tum V aa.isi in, but he I Salt Lake City. · · heard is his statementto TV deny- "had to do the risht thing." Siaosi Vanisi, 27, 1rJ11 be ar- ins~ !M' killed anyone." '"I ~ant to see justice served," raiped today by video confcreoc- V aDISJ was IIJT1:Ste4 after a 3'12- he 881d Thunday. · · · PI& before Judge Dennis Fuchs. hour standoff with Salt Lake City Potter said Vanisi's name lllDI a Sah Lake County jail officialnaid police and sberlft"s deputies. Pot- beD with Sat. Jerry Townsend and the ~ublic defender will represent ter said Vanisi's cousin. whom he Det. Bob lfobrowski in Salt Lake. Vanui. He remains in the mental - did not identify, caUed police A bacltsround check revealed bealtb unit of the jail ujlder a sui· · when the fugitive showed up at bis multiple tie& to tbe Salt Lake &Ra, cide watch. . ' , · condominium Wednesday after· and a 1988 arrest for a speeding Vanisi is not eliJdble for baD be- D. Sullivan, a 19-year Univenity nOon. · . _. - . tic¥t aJ¢ fB;iJure to have a valid E of a {ll'Ob~bfe c:atlse wammt . of Nevadllt Reno police officer, "Two ·of our bomicide people Califonua driver's license. ' Wednesday by }\.eno Judac with a rubber-han~ hatchet had sone ou~ .when t)ley saw the · "Nothing in his record shows E ard J?annan accu~mg him of earlY Tuesday monu.ng on the teletype. ~t and left their bludgeonmg to death Sgt. Georae UNlt campus. cards wtth family. mflllbcrs and - --_...___ . ··· .... ··- .: . --·---·--·- I ... . :· .. , . ~' :.: .• - . .. . 

,, ! 

--·--
.See YA~81 on page 1DA 

VWSi : ·· · m~![k!!fC~~8:f~~ 
( 

ADlla ~ "'t's not unfoifuDon FNmpage lA to bear gunshots and stuff hm at violent crime, but we haven't been 1 n.labt. but I've never seen that maD.)' 

~ .. une :swAT omcer Shot 1iiffi m · . in theaml Afteflhat vanm--wou: I RiverviewresidenUcrtnifcrHamy show ~f. but n'ever the pu\, ,!iai,d sbc•d nev~r seen ~ ~d in the. Potter said. nei!bbOrhood tiefore. Police evacu-

able to ac.cesslrisiuvmlilcrecords )'et. copsthe heR at onetime. They had an of to see if there Is anything there," :I Btreetscloacdoft'." · Pottersaid. 1 Ofticersevacuatedabout40people Lessthananbouraftertbetwooffi. . from Riverview and blocked tramc c:ms visited tl1e Rore Park ~bor· ! on surrounding streets for about four 
bood,Linocalledtosa.yVInistwasat I ~~·_!ott~ said officers tried to a reaation c:cntcr about two bloc:ks ._.... ...... with Vanisi for about two from hil ·home. When officers houn before they decided to raid the arrived,hewaspc,hutheanswered ~ thedoorwbenJ)olicewenttounit 116 ~.':.? not aoing.to resolve it ofthe Riverview Apartiileots. j pea._ .... ,, We aot his cousin on the "When be aaw the officcn, he fled phone with him, but he Ja:pl banglna . back inside brandishing a gun," upthatonus,"Pottenaid. "Hetrledtotell . Potter said. "The officers retreated 1 us hehadthreechildren~ · and waited for backup." · . but~ hadaln:adyamfirmed thath~ Two Special Weapons and Tactics 1 was m there alone." teams, extra officcn and rue and . ~tone point, VIDisi ftllt into the medical personnel descended on tbe 1 adjacent garage and started a fire neighborhood, wb.icb Potter said is ' =ptin~ pollee to thi'OY( tear pi known to have problems with gBJll: 1 ~ m the upstairs windowa to relatedviolence.HesaidwbenVanisi keep him from possibly burning lived in Salt Lake City in the late I ~d the~Pottcrsaid \taiJisjbar­J980s . be 'WtiS affiliated with a andnca ~{ilimel(.in .. ~ Ja~dty room Tongan-C~ :It ~~~,;A, bis ann out in tile entrance ··- • -

1 ~is 1 
, JXJinting a .45 caliber Glock t._! to .. at SWAT offlCei'S. ........ - --· ..____ ·---------

, "Hcwasteasinstbeofticen.ahnost ated her and her children through 

I 
c:1arin8 them to lhoot him .. Potter their batk door, because the front 
said. "He knew • long as he didn't I doorfacecl the unit V anisi was in. 

1 
&how a ann. they wo~dn't shoot at · ·"The problem was you can't lock him." · ~that door from the outside," she said. 

I 
ln!teadpoticeshotbiminthegroin ~"Someone broke in and stole the witba.37mmbeanbasP~egun. 1 ~·~(vilkopme)mykidsaot He was taken into cuStody and treat· · for CbristlniS and my VCR is datJl.. 

cd at an area hospital for ibntroeri'i- aged." cial~ wounds, Potter said. Estacio Garcia, another Rivet'View . 

I 
Potter said it's unlikely V anisi will i resident. said be didn't tnowthe peo­!ace cbariles in Sah Lake City for tbe I ple in unit 116 very well but they incident.~ the aeverit:y oftbe \ seemedlikenicc,quietpeople. · llen.o case takes precedence • . Sst. : 

1

. ___ '"WhenJbeardwhatwugoingon.I \ CmJ .~eyers. d!e man. w,ho shot . I COuktn 't believeit." hesaid .... 
V 8lll81, 1S on p11d adminiStrative Jeavependinganinvestigarlon. 1 -

\ 

PottersaidthcUtah-ofthe~ · is closed. _.. 
"We did our job," he said. "We got 

the~ect." 
Vamsibadlefthis Rock~ 

residence in Sparks at 8 p.m. 
TuesdaY. Reno police say he robbed 

ltwoconveriie~laterTucsdaY night. It's nearly 600uilles (roinlteno 
· ~to.~LakeCity,a 16-hourdrivc. ·-·- . ~ .... . --- - ---- . 
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~<q~I didn't kill 

\" 

a cop,' suspect 
proclaims 

• Vanlsl returns 
to Reno• He'll be 
arraigned Monday . 

• ,..........,ennn 
RENO GAZET'J'E.JOURN~ 

Proclaimina bit innocence, the 
man accused ofthe brutal. slaying 
of a Univenity of Nevada, Reno 
=.officer. returned to R.eno 

Siaoar ~=~~7, waa fiown by 
private plane from Salt Like City 
iDd booked into the Washoe 
County Jail sbQrtly before 11 a.m. 
on a cltarge or murder and three 

. counts of robbery with a dead1J 
weapon. He earlier waived extra& 
lion. 

'"No, I didn't do it," he said to 
reporters outside the jail. "No, I 
didn't kill a cop." 

Incarcerated without bail in a 
'pecial waiCh ceJ1 for security rea-
sons. Y anisi will be · d b 
video camera from the~ 9:3b 
a.m. Monday. District Attorney 
Dick Gamnuck. hu not said if he 
will seck the death penalty. ' 

Police cbarp.e v aaisi is responsi· 
ble for the Jan. 13 murder of Sst. 
Georae D. Sullivan, 43, found 
bludgeoned to death near the info~ 
mation kiosk at the south end or 
the campus. He wu arrested the 
next day iD Salt Lake City after a 

' 3112-hour standoff witli Utah 
povlke. .. arri d the ,.. - ··ail amst ve at .~'WoO J 
shackled and dn:ssed in prison 
Plb. Before he Wll8 escorted imide, 
Vanisi bri..Rv answered reporten' 
questions ;;'Jillc sitting in the back 
seat of the traruport velricle; 

Why do so many people think 
you killed bim? 

"Well, do you think I killed 
him?" Vanisi asked 

....... .., .llenllibllniWiollazatiot.Jouml 
DI!IIID ll(llUMOr Above, Slaosi Vanlai, suspect In the Jan. 13 hatchet slaying ofUNR Sgt. George SUllivan, br1efly talks to reporters from the back of a polce vehicle before bef!lg shuttled into Washoe County JaB, top. 

Why are you in custodv? castody. • 
"Probable cause. {'ve been What do you say to tile family of 

charged. 10 thls is what people do 
when they're charged. 1hej're in See Y~SI on page SC 

WCPD09812 AA00878
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1- .2 5', ri' 

Vanisi 
FrompageJC 
the victim? 

"Nothins comes to mind ri&ht now.• . 
~~foran inter­view wtth V amsi were reJected s.turday afternoon by sberifrs ·om­ciala. Earlier, he bad BaRed to talk to a TV station; but as tlu: interview was about to start, be demanded a Coke and a shower fiDt. 
"He atarted playing pmes, but 

we- don't play thOse games,"~ .Bob Towery said. "We bas told him, •If you WIDt to tall:. now.· We doll"t neaotiate with priJ. onen." 
Sullivan. a 19-

year department 
veteran, had a wife 
and five children. 
His . widow 
Caroly:o., declined 
comment Saturday . 
aftemoon, but a 
fi:iend · wbo 
aaswered the 
phone said tbe . 

• . funily just wants to sec justice served. 
At her hlllbmd•a fimeral Jan. 16, Carolyn Sullivan issued a state­

men!_, :=:northern· Nevada and Mil Laki: • officer~ for their efforta that led to anili'&capture. 
Police had searched his l.euo apartment and recovered a pair of gloves, jacket and hatchet that an appeared to have been stained by blOod. Seven1 tips to the Secret Wrtneu ptoSta1D led police to him. Vanisi teeently moved to the 

R~~=t~tclU';»cop~estdd sev-
eral l)eOI)le in the days precedina the murder, comt records lblte. 

Police charae that jut after 10 p.m. Ian. 13,"aniai stole a black and gold 1993 Toyota Camry that 
WU left rwminJnnattmded at the 1900 block oflf"elcna A ..-e. 

Within 20 minutes, a man identi­fied by surveillance cameras u V aniai. held up Jacbons Food Store at acar AC~l' Lane and McCarran Boulevard and the 7-Elevenstore at 110 Baring Blvd. in Sparb, police • cb.arae. 
The suspect in the robberies wed a Glock pistol. similar to tbe one taken from Sullivan'a body, The 

fin:arm recovered wben V anlsi was arrested in Salt Lake City matched the description of Sullivan's gun, R.eno offic:ers u.id. · 

I . ·-----· I 

Suapect In death 
of officer retum-. 
claims innocence 

Proclaiming bit innocence. 
tbeman 
llCCUIIiDd Of 
the brutal 
slayiugofa 
Uriivenity 
ofNevadl, 
Renopolke 
officer 
rctw:ned. 
from Utah 
to Reno 

~· 
YUill Vanisi,27. • . . wu i:Ju:ar.. 
Cctated witbOut bail in 1:be 
Washoe County Sail. 'IC 

a SHAME ON THE Reno f- 2. (. . f'i 
Polce Department for putting: 
out a press release on the . 
return of Slaosl VaniJI to this .· 
county and then allowing the : 
press to Interview him. The 
extradition should have been 
done quietly and without any • 
fanfare. Surely, they have not: forgotten the fellow and· 
family already. Spark& 

WCPD09813 AA00879
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Vanisi to be held without· 
BY JIMMY BOEGLE 

'l'JibuDe Stall . . 
The man acc:u.aed of killing 

University of Nevada. Bello police Sgt. 
George Sullivan made his first appear­
ance in court'today,just two daJB after 
he returned to the area 1bJlowing hil 
arrest in Salt Uake City. 

Siaoai Vanisi, 27, waa arraigned by 
~ camera fioom the Waahoe County 

~ · _ · - · · · 'Iiilnmenohn Byrne 1 

S~ Vani.si as he appeared thls morning at the Washoe County Jail dunng his video arraignment. Vanisi is currendy assigned to a special watcli cell were he is monitored 24 hours a day by video camera. 

WCPD09820 AA00880
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bail while he awaits preliminary hearing 
tion was c:orrect. After waiving extradition, Vanisi - ·and armed robbery of Sullivan. Handcuffed and wearing a red retumai to Washoe County Saturday Authori1ies also charged him with the jumpsuit, red sneakers and a black momiDg, when he was flown in from armed robbery of'tbe 7-Eleven Store on ahock belt, Vaniai aeemed calm and Utah. OutBide the jail, Vanfsi was Baring in Sparks and the armed rob-­' stared ahead at the te1evisi.on a.1moBt rather talbtkre. declaring that he did bery of the Jadwin Food Mart on 

I the entire time, stretching his neck not ldll Sullivan. CJearacre Lane in Reno on Jan. 13, occasionally. At one point, while He U!o agreed to give an interview after he allegedly stole 1m unattended deputies worked to correct a technical with a local television station on car. 
glitch in the 'Video equipment, he' : Saturday, but it was c:anMled after he Police ahlo fbund the clotbiDg that tumed and stared at the photogra- demanded a shower and a Coke just Vanisi alJegedly wore the Dight of the phers and reporters stationed along befbre it was about to start. This mom- attack stained with blood, as well as one wall. ing, Speccbio turned down several the hatchet that p:ilice claim was used Throughout the proceeding, Vanisi interview requests with Vanisi. to murder Sullivan. was aurrounded by four sherift"a Vaniai was arrested in Salt Lake The pistol used in the two conve-deputies and one police dog, due to the_ City on Jan. 14 iillowing a standoff nience store robberies matched a high security riBk. with police there. The nearly foar..hour description of the gun taken from He was ordered to be held without standoJI' ended after he was shot by a SUllivan, and police say the gun Vanisi bail. bean..IJag gun and waa t:e.r gueed. wu arrested with aleo matched VaniBi is also c1uu:pd with three Authorities a1lep that Vanisi ldl1ed Sullivan's firearm. accounts of robbet)' with a deadly Sullivan with a hatchet late Jan. 12 Dr · Sullivan, 43, a 19-year veteran of weapon. At the arraigmnen~ Deputy early Jan. 13 on the UNR campus near the UNR police fim::e, left a wife and District Attorney Dave Stanton said the Center Street entrance. He had five cbildren. VmdBi would additionaDy be charged reported1y told friends bef'ore the Washoe County District Attorney with -the possession of a stolen motor killing, "' want to kill a cop.• Richard Gammick has not yet said vehicle. Vanisi is charged with the murder whether he will aeek the death penalty. 
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• Evidence is 
recovered from 
a ditch on the 
UNRcampus 

•suspect 
arraigl!ed; next 
court date is 
scheduled for 
Feb.20 

IKINI'CIOU 
ON1 Fernando 
Moriera. left, of 
Washoe County 
Hasty Team and 
Michael Baun, right 
of Washoe Coonty 
Search and Rescue 
search the canal on 
the south end of 
the UNA campus 
for clues Monday 
morning into the 
murder of Sgt. 
George Sullfvan. 

- TIIDDI.al 
RRI Gazalta.Jcun'll 

Suspect in UNR COP Slaying , makes first court appearance 

WCPD09798 AA00882
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• No decision on 
death penallyl 
Siaosi V anisi held 
without bail. 

Aa a police ~ stood vi~ th~ 
maD accused of killiDa a UDiVerlity 
wlice officer two weeks sao made · 
biJ first local court U'8DCe. 

Siaoli Vaniai ~ iD 
. ail while facins Rmlo J'llltiec ~~ ~eace Ed D1DD811 via televilion. . 
Dannan ordered tbe 27-year-old 
man to appear in court Feb. 20 to 
hear evidcnco related to the Jau. 13 

· hatchet murder of University of 
Nevada, Reno Police Sgt. GeOrae· 
SuJJivln. . 

Authorities said Monday that 
police bad recovered cvideoce con­
nected to the cue froDl a campu 
ditch, inc:luq a wig. Sketches of a 
IUII*t distribUted within houn of 
the til1ina showed a man with Iooa 
dark hlir and a beaJd. 

Police seized a hatchet, glcmJ 
and jacket that appeared to have 
been staiDed by blood Croa Vmi· 
si'a apartment in Spub, court cJoo. 
umatts said. PoliCe recoveml Sul­
Hvan's ·aun at a Salt Lake City 
apartment when they arrested v anili Jill.. 1-4. . 

Court doc:umcntl also indicate v aniBi told Reno frieDds thU be . 
wanted to kill a cop and admitted kiJli.nJ Sullivan. But after beiDa 
flown Saturday from Salt Lake 
City, Vanisi toW rte1'l did not JdU Sullivan. repo 

Distlict ~ Dic:k Gam­
midi: said a decision on seekina tbe 
death nena1tY would not be. made ..___,._.._ ... __. , until after the preliminary heariJis. _ .. ,.. ..... _._..,_..._.... .... Sullivan, 43 a 19-yearvetcran of AIIII.AIG.....- Amid tight 88CUity that included a police dog, SIDJI I the force. wai ambushed as be sat VanlelawaitshlslnltiaiCOUJ1appearanceMmdaybeforeRenoJust!Ceofthe in his patrol car 4oinJ paperwork Pesce Ed Daman. His 8JT'Idgnment was held separatalyfrcm other 1nmatea. m~~~ . At the IU'l'llign.mem. Chid'Depuo. and two counts of armed ro~ a family friend, said Sullivan's wid­ty DA Dave Stutcni said he ofcon.vaUenccstotathedayufthe ow,Cai'olyn.kDewVanki.wouldbe Planned to add a charge of posses- slayina. He is held without baiL llDDRhcndcd. I slOft of 8 stolen vehicle, appueatly AlsO 81 the arraipment ·W81 -.. hu an the CODfid.eDce in tbe , , one stolen from Reno and r:ecov- Reno lawyer Cal Dunlap, who said world in the ~lice d~ent,.. · ered in Salt Late City. V aniJi iJ he lepiesenll the SuDivln 1iunily. Sauter said. '"She just wants jus-chaqed witll first-deyoee mlirder UNRpoliceOftic:erSteveSauter, t:ic:e." _ · j. 
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'rwnpageiC 
certain, that will say, 'No, I bavo 
alrudy made up my mind and 
that's how I feel,' but tbc majority 
of the people we will deal 'With will 
be able to sincerely set aside any 
prejudgments and decide this case 
bated on its merits," Gammick 
said. "The media has covered Ibis 
cue a lot, bllt we IU"C a lot more 
opm lKldety with respect to media 
coverage than we were just a few 
ycanaao." 
If the judge bearing Vanisfs case 

doesn't think the jury wiU be fair, 
the ju<Jae can grant a change of 
venue, meanins the trial can be 
moYed to somewhere else in 
Nevada.. 

Reno lawyer Richard Cornell is 
an expert on appellate issuu and is 
handliq the aPJ)Cal for serial sex· 
slave killer OeriUd Galleeo. 

GaJJeao went to trial in Lovelock 
on double-murder charges after a 
highly publicized trial in 
California. GallegG'a Lawyer-could· 
n 't get a chanse of venue from 
Lovelol:k. State and federal appeJ. 
late courts agreed witb that deci­
sion. 

If Galloso c:ouldn 't act a chauge 
of venue in Lovelock, c omen said, 
it's loop to justifY a chaup of 
venue in a city the size of Reno. 

To get a change of venue in 
Nevada, Cornell said, tbe case 
would need atrial in a nnaJI town, a 
popular local victim and one-sided 
publicity empbasizina evidence of 
guilt while 1~norins information 
that SUPPOrts IDOocence. 

"'You have to llave alftliree,"'and 
if you don't the (appellate) courts 
are just not aoinato overturn it," 

· Cornell said. ~It's a pre!'t me cue 
. were you'd have all tluee. 
· Cornell believes Washoe County 
, juries tend to be more even handed: 
, "I would certainly rather try a 
:death penalty caM in Reno tlwi in 
V eps," Cornell said. ~I tbinlc the 
tenor in VeJ!U is that they an: mon: 
inclined to give the death penalty in 
any given case. • 
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DeriDder: Cop killer St 
Slaying of UNR swgeanta Siaosi V anisi's 

attorney isn't sure his client can get a fair 
trial, but getting change of venue is unlikely. 

ins him an: talkiDs . 

=y~~ 
said.. "Thii com­
m'lllity is in an out-

...... Tbnlro 

~ Vanisi,27, 
hu a hearlna 
scheduled Friday reaction IIIJiDit his cl.ku, the man in Reno Justice accused of the hatdlet alayina of a . Court to dctamioe 

RENO GAZE'JTB.JOURNAL 
University of Nevada, Reno Police ittbete ill enonllh mclence for the Public Defender Mike Specchio sergeant. murder cue.-him to proceed. .~!!!!!al!eady~~=seDICI==a~strong;;:_;:;,:_ =-:m::mm=unity=· :___~ "Peooeop~llewho know I am repm~CD.~-_V_a_n_w_· _u_accuaed ___ of_ldllina_ S Sat-at 

GeorF Sullivan 01l Jan. 13. . carried a hatdu:t and tbat he wu case. Can V anisi get a fair trial in Reno? 
Spccchio D.opes so. · Diltrict 

Attomey RidJard Qammick iJ SIR 
ofit. However,adefewelawyerwbo 
speciaJhes in appealina deatfL poo»­!1:.; says ft~s difficult to get a 

armled in Utah cmyjDa a banc:Vm · ~·· a cmtain -esment of the limilar to the ODC taken fiOm ~ that is biased apimt SuDivm m.i.noritiea, wbctbor they be When VaniJi arrived in Reno Hispanic, or black, or T~ or after...: ... brou&ht 1•ldiom Utah. Oriental. rm not '"'""'"• it s the the ;;;: media also ~rted emiR mDIDlliDity.• _,_, of"VCDDC in Reno. 
•Jt wiU be hard to P.t a jury, but 

we11 try," Speccbio said. 

Vanisi'satatementllchadJlOtbin&to Gammick said J)e9Ple can't just do with Sullivan 'I dcatlL clear their mD1ds of what theY've 
News media have reported Vaaiai 

made admiQiODI to people he knew 
about kiJJing a cop ud &bout wanti­
llJ to kill a cop, that he sometimes 

"I don't think it hu any dfect." learned tbro• the media. but they Specehio said. "Poople haft made caaltillbcfaiijuron. 
up their mind.~ aot bim con- "'We wiD have 10me people, I'm Tided already. You m dealiqwitb a 
minority defendant in a ~prm.te See TRIAL on page ac 

·Trial 
From page IC 
certain, that will say, 'bl'o, I have 
already made up my mind and 
that's how I feel, but the IJUijority 
of the people we will deal with will 
be able to sincerely set aside any 
prejudgments and decide this cue 
~d on its merits," Gammick 
said. "The media has covered this 
case a lot, but we are a lot more 
open society with respeCt to media 
coveraae than we ~re just a few 
yearsqo." 

If the judge hearin& V aniai's case 
doesn't think the jury will be fair:. 
the judge can grant a change 01 
venue, meaniDJ the trial can be 
moved to somewhere else in 
Nevada. 

Reno lawyer Richard Cornell is 
an expert on appellate issues and is 
handling the appeal for serial sex­
slave killer Gerald Gallego. 

1"'1 ~· • • • • -

· lJ&Jlego went to tnaJ in Lovelock 
on double-murder charges after a 
highly publicized trial in 
California. Galleao's lawyer could­
n't get a cbansc of venue from . 
Lovelock. State and federal appel- ! 
late couns agreed with that deci- ! 
sian. 

If Gallego couldn't aet a change 
ofvenue in Lovelock, Cornell said. 
it's tough to justify a chanae of 
venue in a city the size of Reno. 

To ict a change of venue in 
Nevada, Cornell said, the case 
would need a trial in a small town, a 
PODUlar local victim and one-sided 
publicity empbasizina evidence of 
guilt while 1ptorina information 
that supporta mnocence. 

"You llave to have all three, and 
if you don't the (appellate) courts 
are just not going to overturn it," 
Cornell said. "It's a p~ rare case 
were you'd have all three. 

CorneU bdicvcs Washoe County 
juries tend to be more even handed. 

"I would certainly rather try a 
death penalty case in Reno than in 
Vegas," Cornell said. "I think tbe 
tenor in Vegas is that they are more 
inclined to give the death penalty in 
any given case.~ 
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Cousin recounts mome: 
BY LORNA MCDANIEL 

"D:::bune Staff 
The cousin of accused u 

murderer Siaoai Vanisi testified 
today in Reno JwstU:e Court that 
Vanisi admitted tu the kiDiDr of a 
University of Nevada, Reno 
police oft1cer and said the kil1iug 
was part of Vanisi's plan to 
become a Tongan Robin Hood. 

Vai.nga K., 23, said "He 
wanted tu help out our people 
(the 'lbnpna) by getting our peer 
ple togetbsr and robbing and giv­
mg it back to our people,• adding 
that he wanted tu rob wbitll peo­
ple. 

Vanisi, ~7, is the suspect of 

the Jan. 12 kiDiDg ofUNR·PoJice 
O:tlicer Geocge Sullivan. Vaniii 
W88 apprebanded Jan. 14 at the 
Salt Lake City residence· of 
Vainga K. and hia brother David 
K.. The brothers asked not be 
identified in coutt by last name 
fur security re&SOJ:& 

Testimony was heard todq 
by Judp Edward Dannan in the 
pre)iminaly tzial of· the Vaniai 
case to review the charges set by 
the state ofNevada. 

Distrid; Attorney Richard 
Gammick added gnmd larceay 
today to the charges against 
Vanisi of fint.degree murder; 
two COI.Ulta of robbery with a 

firearm.. and one count ofrobbesy 
with the UBe of a deadly weapon 
- aD feJoniea. 

VaiDga ~ Vanisi disdosed 
that be felt the 'J.bngan people 
were opp1'llS8Bd by white people 
and wanted to get a 'lbDgan gaDg 
together to Jdll people. 

Vanisi aYrii'DIIIUIItl hie diJplea­
sare with~~ by pojnt­
iDg a gun at pcturas of Jesus 
ChriBt and the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
elders banging em the wan of the 
Ks' apartment eayiDr "'f­
thoee white people, kfJl those. 
white peOple. • Vainga said. 

Vainga, with a black ponytail 

nts before Vanisi's arrest 
and tattoos circling his 8I'D1, tes­
tlt1ed earlier he had aeveral 
felony chargea l'Mnlting from 
'lbDgan gang activity iDcluding 
attempted murder aud assault 
with a deadly weapon. However; 
after apmding about three yeara 
in prison for those cmnictiaos, 
Vainga W8l sent to live with his 
brother David to get his life 
together. 

Vainga testifted 1hat he told 
his cousin he was 100 pe:reent 
insane after Vaniai to1d him. 
•One I kill I haw to kill some 
more.• 

Vanisi told Vamp he killed a 
police oftice.r in Reno, but Vainp 

-- said he did not believe it 
·, at first until be saw the 

hollow-point bullebJ in a 

gun Vanisi carried. 
"To my knowledge only 

police carry hollow-point bul­
Jeta, • Vainga said. 

'David pwe an emotional tes­
tbnooy earlier teying to cbd£e 
back tears saying 1hat when he 
came hmne that day, he was sur­
prised to see his cousin sitting in 
the living room ofbis apartment. 

He said Vainga told him that 
1heir cowdn may be in some kind 
of trouble but did not say fur 
What. 

David, wearing a navy 
spor1B coat and reel tie, recalled 
how he WB8 oont.acOOd later in 1he 
day by Salt Lab City Police that 
his cousin wu a murder 8U8pect 
in Reno. 

He said police arranged a 
. -

plan to get hiiwle1f and his son 
out rL the apartment leaving 
Vaniai alone mr the SWAT opera­
tion~ A-.-1.-.l!; .. ,..the suspect. 
na";id~ sent hia 14-

)'8U'-Old foater IIOtl oat of tha 
bowie but lingered beyond the 
time of police plan to speod some 
time with his eoosin WhO be had 
spent much time with in the 
past. . 
He~ at Vanisi sitting in 

the front of the oourtroom hand­
cuffed and shackled as he 
recalled the last 50 minutaJ he 
spent with bia cousin. . 

Knowing the police were 
waiting outside, David said he 
retrieved the family photo 

See Testimony page sA 

Testimony 
from Page lA 

____ ........., 
albums and '\vent tlttough them 
picture by picture.~ at Vauisi'll 
request. 

After David finaDy left the 
house, the Ks'home and many of 
their things were destroyed by 

WCPD09805 AA00886
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'Once I kill, I've got to kill again to keeffiij{iJ~.' - CualllfiiiiiiiiMIIIII .... llllb~IJ ID IIIJIBIIf-1181111111. IIUIISidllnd 
Gmdge alleged in officer's kiJJing · 

• lllallpNntaatReno GazetlltJolmal HIAVY SICURITYaSiaosiVanislglancestoward kilfing Jan. 13 of UNA police Sgt George Sullivan. officers who brought him to a hearing Friday in the Slain offloer'e colleague• try to cope, 3A 1 

WCPD09794 AA00887
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• 

Slain officer's cOlleagues try to cope 
·I 

llfJ......,Crowe job you don't think about it. We tives and the Washoe County dis-
RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL behave in the fashion we're trict attomc;y's office have been 

trained to," he said ... There's not good abou• keeping Sullivan's 
a day goes by that we don't think family ad! UNR officers 
about George.'' apprised of6evclopments in the 
· Several UNR officers attended case. · 

Police on the University of 
Nevada, Reno forc:e are still l[X· 
ina to cope with last month s 
death of fellow officer Sgt. 
George D. SuUivan. 

Friday's preliminary hearint for "We're rslly very ~teful to , 
SaiosJ Vaniai, 27, the man all of the agencies.' he said. 
accused of using a hatchet to ldll "There's nefer been a time when 
Sullivan. officers hav1 a question about the Sgt. Mark Covington says the 

department is continuina to work 
as normally as possible after the 
Jan. 13 slaying of Sulllvan, a 19-
year police veteran. But many 
officen are findin' it tough to 
deal wlth their fnend's brutal 
death. 

"A lot of officers still have a 
great deal of anger over what h~ 
pened, but when you're on the 

Covington said the entire case and i is not addressed 
police department wanted to quicklyandtactfully. 
attend Friday's criminal proceed- "All of ut in law enforcement 
it~~~, but was unable to because of know we lave to expect that 
a shortqe in the staff. thinp won't happen as quicldy as 

"Not everyone could come that we'd like. rs important to us to 
wanted to. rm sure every officer see that jus.ice is served, and it's 
wanted to be there1" he said. been my 101se that is happening 

Covington saia Reno detec- here!' 

WCPD09795 AA00888



32

Witnesses: Suspect saW oppression of Tongans 
~ . 

...... TIInlal of~toda .. 
RENOGAZH'fl'B.JOUKNAL 

810~d iftbere wiD hi' any plea 
Si8oli Vaniai fmcied himself a ~~ecchio slid: 

R.obill Hood who ai.Dgled out a there .;,ru ~an 
white police officer fOf death in kind of o r. { 
retaliation for what he feh wu imaaine th . will 
white oppreuion ofTonpna. wit· be scekiq • the 
Deliel telti1ied Friday. death peoihy, 
V~willbe arraiped in md l can't~ see :::::or e~ c:mM~ tt:!: ~'11 Pfead 

cbaqes hemu.rdercd Univcnity of Diltrlc:t ~ 
Nevada, Reno police Sat. Georp ~ Ricllarcl 
Sullivan on Jan. 13 near the mam. Gammiet :bu · 
campus entrance and alJo com· made no dec{iSion on the death 
mitted robbery and arand theft. ~. but Jt ~em likely hia 
•tttooblikiwe'~uphill office will ~it for vanw. flabt. but we're not · up the Gtmmic:k.llid bil statr and iimi-

IIUp:' ~d Public r MiD tipton will~ ~ week to 
Sp8ccbio, Olie of two law)'el'l RIP- discUJI that. ~. 
l'f!MII!inaVanili. . "I tend to epee with Mr. 

"They put on a prettypemwive Specchio's expectations." Gam-

mickd 
JUiticc of the Peace Ed Duman 

heard almost five houn of telti· 
mouy Frl~ at Vanili'l pmfjmi­
nary heariq. Witneuct said 
V aDisi apoko of plADI to kill a 
pollee otBcer before Sullivm was 

· bludaeoned to death with a hatch­
et near an information kiosk at the 

• • entnnce andthen ~ tbe kiiiiDi after T:. 
livan'1 death. · 

The first two witncuea ware · 1 

V a.nisi'a cousins from Salt Lake ,' 
c~. Vmili showed up unexpect- ' 
edJY at their home tbe day aile( the 
s1aYiDJ. 1be couina are brothcn 
and oDiy pvc the first initial of 
tbcir last name in court. 

Vainp K. admitted he waa tbe 
blact sheep ofhia fimily and baa 

See~onpqe3A 

Hearl.Dg ~ -:-1 was str~ag.l'lt uJflUO percen! 1 ~ . insane," Vamga. recalled Vani~t 
i' saying. "Once I kill, rve aot1o kill 

From Paae lA ~ again to keep my hish." . 
convictions for aggravated-assault 1 Vanisi was angry Wlth bow 
and attempted murder in Texas. 1 white people had treated 
He said he hadn't seen V811isi in 1 Tonsans Vainp aaid. While in 
at le~ a deel!de. . . . the Salt lake City home, he saw 

V 8.1DP sal~ Y an1~1 told hun , pictures of Jesus and elden in the 
Sull.lvan was stttilll. ~car, doing 1 ChUith of Jesus Christ of Latter· 
paperwor~ and dnnkina coffee, · t day Saints on the wall. •p- that 
wh~n Van111~ crept up .o!l the j;ar. 1 white man. Kill that white man." 
Vamp testified V aDlS1 s~d he , v anisi said, accordi..n& to V ainp. 
knol:ked on the patrol car Wlndow , v anisi also was reportedl)' upset 
and uid, .. Wbat's up?" Sullivan about some problems Wlth his 
replied: "Canlhelpyou?" •· wife Vanisi wlllfl.ed"bis family to 

,Vaoisitben m~de a m~tion with j·'lbttow him in a crime spree, 
b1~ au:m for Vamga as if he was < Vainga said.. He saw himself~ a 
swtllglDS the hatchet overhanded. l Robin Hood for Tongans, taktng 

V anili said that .. He (SulUv$11) from the rich to give to the poor. 
got in one," V ainga said. "I ~ss v aniai also aaw himself being a 
the police officer got a pnnch ofT." Lamanite warrior, a reference 

Dr. Ellen Clark,. a!atholoaiat, from the Book of Mormon. 
testified Sulliyan dte from blows , Dr. Timothy Dyches. a local 
tO' the head; likely from a h~tchct. stake; president of the LOS 
Sullivan had 10 blows to bts face, church said in an interview 
seven to the scl;fp area. two on the 1 Lama'nltea were people who were . 
upper part of b11 body and anottJ.. originally bad. Some of them 
er to the left hand that h'?lfly sev· became good and signed a 
ered ~o tinge~, Clark ~~· · covenant With God never to fisht 

Vatnga satd VantSl also again. But the bad Lamanites ' 
stomped on Sullivan after kn~k· came to attack them and the chit-
ins him uncon~ioua. Clat1t Sllif dren of the good Lamanites -
there was eVIdence Sulhvan s who had not taken part in the 
head and face were crushed. . covenant - fought as Lamanite 

"He felt good. It was hke a warriors on behalf of their par· 
~sh," Vainga said Vanisi told ents. 
htm..l. .. This auy in no way epitomizes 

"uid he teU you it was fun?'' l.amanite warriors "Dyches said. 
Chief Deputy District Attorney I' Vainp's older brother, David, 
David Stanton asked. · 

"Yes," Vainga replied. ...... . .. . --
--~-
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wept when he was called to the 
~~and and asked · to identify 
".1 a nisi. David saw his cousin in 
~he mid~l980s and later ran into 
him in the Los Angeles area while 
tte was on mission for the .LOS 
~burch. 
' David said be met a Salt Lake 
:ity sheriff's detective outside hi$ 
1ouse on Jan. 14. The detective 
;old him to go inside and send out 
lis son at 6 p.m. and to immedl­
~tely follow. David sent his son 
~ut, but balked at leaving. 
, ~ a SWAT team gathered out-

~
de the Salt Lake Cit¥ home, 
avid sat next to Vamsi on a 

ouch and reviewed eiaht family 
lhotograph albums. 
i With Vanisi still not aware that 
~e police were ~therina for his 
~. David dec1dcd to leave the 
nome. David said that was the last 
time he had seen Vanisi before 
Fri~y's court bearina. 

Officers stormed the Salt Lake 
City hOU!C and arrested him after 
shooting bini with a beanbag gu~ 

Reno police Detective David 
Jenkins said his department 
!appreciated the candor an!:l 
to~ of Vanisi's relatives who 
testified. 

.. We understand their concern 
that the Tongan people as a whole 
have had their reputatiQn sullied 
and in our view, nothina is further 
from the truth," Jenkins sai~ .. If 
David K. is representative of their 
jCommunit:Y, I have nothina but 
Jrespect and admiration for them:• 

Sateki Taukieuvea.ofReno said 
he met .V anisi in January. Vani~i 

discussed vanting to kill a white 
police offi:er after he b!lu&ht a 
hatchet fnm Wai~Mart. 'Y'"'anisi. 
also had a:beanie with lo~ hair 
attached toit, Taukieuvea wd. 

On the: nisht of Jan. 11, 
Taukieuva and Vanisi were rid­
ina in T~euvea's car on El 
Rancho nive in Sparks when 
V anisi sa"' a white poUce officer 
m•a patrolC!lf, Vani.si told him to 
follow the officer but T aukieuvea 
refused, htltestified. 1 

Priscilla Lupc Endemann of 
Reno w8Sj one. of several other . 
people w.ID heard Vanisi say he I 

Wlll.ted to illl a police officer, but 
she didn'~ beheve him. After i 

Sullivan'nlayina, she saw a bag · 
containinla police belt and acces­
sories in a cupboard at a Spark:s 
home wbue v aniai had stared I 

briefly a&r arriving from os 1 

Angeles. ' 
UNR p;llice officer Carl H. 

Smith idettificd Vanisi as a per• 
son he sav walking along Ntnth 
Street shotly before Sullivan was 
killed. Smth. remembered V anisi · 
bad what appeared to be longer 
hair and b~glared at him. 

Two otler women identified 1 

Vanisi as the man who robbed 1 

them as t~ worked in two sepa­
rate busin~s. 

Securityin the courtroom was 
heavier tlun usual. V anisi wore a 
w\dc belt around his chest that 
bad shacld:s for his wrists during 
the hearint, Each time he entered 
and left tht courtroom, a sheriff's 
dep\lty waked behind him with a 
Belgian mdinois dog on a leash. 
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Thursday Evening, February 26, 1998 

D.A. will seek death penalty 
for alleged cop killer 

BY WRNA MCDANIEL 
1kibune Staff 

District Attorney Richard 
Gammidt didnt waste any time 
in seeking .the death penalty 
against a man Who allegedly 
ldlled a Univendty of Nevada, 
Reno pdice o16cer. 8m10UilCing 
bia intention to seek that punish­
ment today- the same day h­
mal charues fir tbe killiDg were 
filed iii Washoe Jlistrid; Court. 

Ganmridc said ataif felt they 
knew enough about tbe Siaoai 
Vanisi case for ths alleged Jan. 
13 murder of Sgt. Georp 
Sullivan to move fOtward wiih 
the death~ motitlo. 

A preliminary trial :lbr Vanisi 
Waa heard in Reno Justice Court lastweek. . 

"There bas been a lot or evi­
dence and a lot ofinve8tigatiao, ll# 

Gammifk ll8id, adding that &taft' 
is still waiting CBll!OIDe evidellce. 

He said fuur mitigating dr­
enmstanc:es in this case were 
found to qUaJify under Nevada 
state law .for punildunent by 
~with the killing or a poUoe officer while on duty carrying the 
most weight in his opinion. 

':'Who is safe against a per­
scm . ;. who will take man armed 

and trained polk:e oft'h:el;. said 
Gammick, a fbrmeto ]ld1ice ofticer. -rr we dmt protect the .people 
who prot:eat us, tllen"We a:re loat. • 

The three other aggntYating 
c.ircumatan.ees the distdd; attw­
ney staif ibund wa-e: mtll!'der 
during a robbery; txJrture and 
mutilatioll; and the kD.H:og Iii per­
eon becauae r:L race, color or ori-gin. . 

Vanisl, 27, is alleged to ~ 
told acquaint.aocsl that he~ 
ed to kina white police oftica:o. 

In addition to ftrst..degree 
mmder, Vaniai ia charged wi1h 
robbery with the use of a deadly 

7 r iDcidentB, Vanisi is with rOObery with the 
use of a firearm of a Spar.b 7·11, as well a8 the Jackscm Food Mart 
in Reno. 

Vanisi is also charge with· 
grand larceny for the theft 1:1 a 
'lbyota Camey. 

He will ba arraigned at 9 
a.m. March lOin front of Washoe 
District Judge Connie 
Steinheitnsr;; 

Sullivan, 43, a 19-yea.r wt­
FSD. af the UNR police force, ie 
sunived JJy a wife and five clUJ.... 
d:ren. 

WCPD09793 AA00891
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. _lqm_. ~",.,.til.·~ .. ,~-·~ nl..,_ ~~--~t¥-~'f~~b,!~in_y· ·-.. ~U!~-: ·· ... _K~. ~-rv~(_ JJNRI. ":.~ lw9~_}~! .. ·.· .,....,.,..._.· ~) .· ; ~ ~--lt)· D/iJ_. . ·•g· ~- .t~:mo~t:Wtad ,that:·So·~. a~edtri'bet:f,-'Renopoli~~took~ · .. ~ .. >£- llililnoNAL · · · · ""'.~ ~ • ' · ·~ ., i/Jt<~.u.:··· y,;.r~~" · ~ · -~~- .. t :-· ~or Rene·•s· Y ••·· · ·· ·~· • , ~ll.w::r-.J\,fUA ,.-. ''· · ~- •'eli, l, . , ·. ·li "'···~-a. . .f"' , 1• • 
· · <· · · -~. ' . -~·: :>.~~·. · ~· •· ,. · · · .,,,( '•trwe kiD an armed llld trained Also, Ortiz has apeed to testify 

.. As WasbOe";to~· "'~itrict~~~~~ ~-';;liP~~ JM)Iice officer, thon'wboiuafe?" trath~ly_at the April 6 trial of 
·· Attorney- Richard ,OIUJll\lick ;1\ , , ~ • .,) ·~ven ·t~l out ·the' faotor that his . "sit.J(ricnd, Ana' _Isabel 
~ announced thuta ·his: office··~-~ -~ ; ~ ;_:~·. Sullivan ··rts ~· a police .• officer, Rouierp,'~who also faces a murder 
.. was -seckina the;1d, h~nalty·• utiAPLB. ' ·~AND 'I"J'l_"·"""'· ·,...., ·. ·111AT Gammick feels tbelcue justifies chirp.- ; 

qainat the Sllfllect 1n the ldllins "!~ D!&U.l~ . thedeatb~Jty.· •I'• · · · · O&mmJCk bu 
ota pollee om~. and droppiJ18 '1HAVB~Jl:IIRA.Dl.JNB£(; . But'while Oammlck~ hold-_, would Dot·~ the 

··the death~~--~,ifc:h.fld .. /· :··· '·'(.: ·· ··· ~_.·:·~~::i'J'l'~!"' '~-• nc.,.a conferc~CCI. ~o~o-.-· ~-•.'. <»lito. t'o~ u.:•enu. 
killer.· · ~: -\) ,, -v· ,:c4"'The ~~~ ctmimtuca_. 11Jt .iq th.cc, dcalb'·~nalty -1n·the. le mctte:serious charses. 

Oaaunick ~®need ~ of)lce -.the '~ · ·st~.r.taa.~'* · Sullivan~. ooe fl~r'up a p~~· . ..~JiPt.. in · - · 
leek to bavnhe•th Jleiial... said; itt! atdsiJiil&ild,~ ccutot'WII 1 droDDbla tth~eath,:. G,lie'f~1 . • 

.. • ' 

··u 

·.·.; 
t\fo. ro6beriet~ 

with hlm .-when· he~·:w~ollti-• ...,.~~ 
predicted Vanisi would (ace the arrested. ~D Salt~-;;··~ ~~~~;!t '( dea~ penalty and. expects the ~4. · _·1 4~_- · '-· t, ·· ... ·-~.{ .. ': ..,._,k3 .• • 
cue will ao to trial. . , ~fro me,\~ om( that · 0~1 . 
· Tbe ·death penalty cannot be th6' inost JJ. that an on-du J.P.Hie·b ' ·· 

soulht in an murder cases but oft'icer ·wu. murdered• ,··said.· 
only in cases~ special circum· Gam~ a fo~-- police 
stances. · : . · · · officer.~ know ~.people 

· ~~ CliitfJ;le~ · . ~ct Attorney 
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Trial of accused cop kilfe;· rB 

may be ~elayed until1999 -
BY LORNA McDANID. 

'Ii:ilnme Still£ 
The~cXaman 

aa:used t:WkiDing a University of 
· Nevada, Ralo police of1ic:er waa 
extended to a laim' date today. 

Siaosi Vanisi pleaded not 
guilty to first--degree murder: 
today, but tbe amignment was 
exteuded so a trial date oou1d be 

be wanted to make a firm trial 
~ because of the comJ.llica­
tions that go with death peoalty · 
cases. 

Gammick, with Fey agree­
in,r, said bs pre(erred the trial be . 
heard after the holidayB in 
JIIDWD'Y 1999. 

Steinbeimer, makinr Slll'8 
Vanisi understood he was waiv­

ing his righta to a found· that waa 
acceptable. to ·both 
the prnserntfnn and 
the defen.ae. 

.----- =~--. speedy trial. told tbe 

Siaosi. Vanisi wm appear again 
before Washoe 
DistriCt Court Judge 
Connie stanheimer 

· on March 19 at 9 
a.JD. to set a trial 
date. 

attorneys that 1he 
c::omt calendar would 
have to be reworked 
for the trial she 
ezpected to lut . 11 
daJa. 

Fey said be 
expects to be ready to 
begin pretrial hear­
ings by late 8UIII!Del'. 

Deputy Public 
Defender Walter Fey 
chose a November 
trial date, the 1atast 

Vanisi 
Inadditiontothe 

alleged tilling clUNR 
~ officer George 
Sullivan, Vaniai is 

possible date oft'ered by 
Stelnbein;ler, because be said he 

· wculd need the time to com.pleta 
the defeose'B in~ and 
prepare motions for pretrial 
hearlngi. . 

But District Attorney 
Riduird Gammick objected to 
the November date sayina be 
wanted to find a firm trial date, 
adding that it would be difficult 
to seat a jmy for a trial be 
expectal to run longer than a 
week during the holida;pa. 

In addition, Gammick said 

charged with.robbery . wi1h ihe . 
use of a. deadly weapon ilr the 
handgun. aTiltritmition, flaeb)igbt 
and handcuftB he alJegedly took 
from the slain officer. 

Sullivan, 48, was killed Jan. 
13 with an ax. He was a J.9..year · 
veU!nui of the police fi:rce. 

In separate incidenb!, Vanisi 
il dlarged with two robberies . 
with the Ulle of' a firearm of a 
Sparks 7-U and the Jackson 
Food Mart in Reno. 

He is ·liJBo · charged with 
grand larceny fur auto theft:. l 

WCPD09792 AA00893
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• 
. ' . . 3-:J.rJ-~"' :_, Trial setnextyear 

·· in,killing of officer 
A man facing the death 

penalty for his alleged killing of 
~. a university police sergeant is 

set for trial on Jan. II. 
, Siaosi Vanisi, 27, has plead­

ed.innocent to charges of mur-­
der and robbery in the Jan. 13 

. hatchet slaying of U Diversity of 
: Nevada, Reno police Sgt. 

George Sullivan. 
Public Defender Mike 

Specchio reiterated his plans to ' file , about SO motions in 
. Van.isi's defense - perhaps 
three or four times the number 
i)t a normal murder trial 

; . . · 'f/asboe District Court Judge 
· : Cqnnie Steinheimer said she · !W~ set aside three days in ' 
· NdveJI!berfor the prosecution . · llnd. :. defense · to, ·.· hash out 

rnoti6ns· in . advance of 
Janul!l!:s trial. 

WCPD09790 AA00894
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Vanisi trial date set 3-20 7 J 
RENO- Siaosi Vanisi. the man accused of hacking a University · of Nevada, Reno police ofticer to dea.tf1. faces a Jan. 11 trial date. Washoe DisfzictJudge Connie Steinbeimer set tbe date. cJ:umg a brief bearing on Thursday. 
Vanisi. 27, is charged with 4;-t~ murder for January's hatdl8t kiJ1ing ofpolioe Sgt. aeorP~ Sullmm"a 'body was found. near his patrol car em the campw1 where he W01kecl. 
Vanisi also is charged with robbery and grand theft. 
Pmlecutors ~they will seek the death penalty ifVanisi is con­victed. "' .. . . --- - -
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Lawyer question clouds 
trial in UNR cop killing 
lly .... .......... folUlcl 
RENO OAZETJ'I!..JOURNAL H« decision poaiblylhort-

encd 1be :a5u~ WasbDeDistrlctJuclscCoo- 7 and reduced the · of nie Stei.nheimcr made a diffi. a drcul at the cult lepl dcc:ision Jut ~k trial. when she ruled the acxuaed But the decision contains hatchet murderer of a Uaiver>o "~caot,nveniblecomti­sityofNevada,Renopoliceof!. tutional error,'" said John fic:er CIUIDOt repRSellt himlelf Pdty, c::bicf appcllatc ~ at trial, lawyen clole to the fortllieWuhocCOUDtypUbliC case say. clefeoder'l omce. While he's entitled to de- Both the pubW: deimdcr'a fend himself if be wants to
1 officeaodthe WuboeCouoty Aano~tile Siaosi V anili'a behavior ana district attOIDC)"s office oi.AWAIIY 11881 Mwder defendant SlaoaJ Vanisl is con-othecfactonpvohertberiaht suited by his attorneys Stew Gregory, lett. and Michael to overrule his ~quest, she See TIIIAL on 18 Spacchio In Reno. 

-=~------------~~~------------------~ 

.ina the area 
home. However, a few have 
i~mored the restriction, lriiii-A.. .-.I- __....__.__ 
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~ 

28-AenoG~ournal 

"There's no 
question it will be 
an issue on appeal, 
assuming he's 
convicted." 
IIII:IIIPd ..... .......... ~ .... 
Trial 
FrempqelB 

' 
i 
! 

contended durin& a hearina on .i 
V aniJi•s mplCSt lait week that be 

1 
hu an ~ocal and fuoci. 1 
mentalconttituticmalrilbt"todo- 1 • 

fend bimiCl£ 
Chaqcd in the hatchet sla ...... 

of Sat. George Su1livan, V J~ 
29. saici'he's wanted to~ 
biJDielfliJM:e Jamwy 1998. when 
the sla)'ina oc.currcd on the UNR 

~ reqpest to the court to 
repreacnt himlclf did not como 
witi1 two weob ...,, a relatively 
short time before the trial Delay 
ofproceedinpil ooeofthe f1K:torl 
Steinheima- eoosidered in nma. 
. his request. "\luboe County District Attor­
ney Richard Oammick said ap­
peala courta have made it cloar 
~ntation is an absolute 
rlalbtWitheiiCI!ptiOIIIsuehuthoe 
stcinhMmer addreiiCd. 

lfVurlsi ia IICDtenccd to death, 
his cue antomatically goes to tbc 
Nevada Sapremo Court for re-
view on ~cal • 

"Tbcte I DO quatkm it will be : 
an iaue on~ J!IIIUmilJI he's 1 
convicted," -Gauimick said. '"I 1 

think there's an illue here. The I 
judp wu very thorouah in ad­
dreU:ins her cooc:cmL l wouldD't 
begin to &UCI8 what ID anDCllate I 
courtwoulddowithtbil. tfdaoac , · 
could have gone eitha'way.'" 

SteinheiJiaer allo f011Dd potcn-

==~ son for declining to let him repte-
sent bimldf, and cited his disrup-
tive bcbavioratthccoUDtyjailmd 
Nevada State Prison. Whml he 
was taken because ofhil behaviar 
at the jaiL 

"The court hu diliFntl safc­
s;aarded the defcndanfs atJlityto 
l.imction and not be pnscnted in a . 
compromilins position to th.e : 
j wbilo aiJo laf..--..1:.. the ' :?'eiy of all~~ the '1 

courtroom." Stcinbeimcr said. 

oeiorc tb.c JUrY cuucr_tliifj&l' 
whcnhilcascendodinmiltrlal,he I 
wore none of~h,; uudcrlds 
suita>atwasash · deviccca­
pable of lavina him ronc with a ~9.!1!!2-voft diarp lf be beca,me .1• 
~o~~ . 

At one point durina last week' a · 
hearing v anili said: . 

'"I think we lhould all be silly 
and just handcuffandbelly-chain 
~ ~~ gtl)'l, "lae said, indicaf,. 
~District Attorney Dick Gam­
mu:k and Chief Deputy David 
Stanton. 

He often asked the judJo to ro- 1 

P~ ~ and at one 
~J•L:-t. ~ativ~ ~ .......,you•realittJeofJ 
judp.'" 

At another point he IICeii1Cd to 
~-cbidioa~forwhatheaidwaa as.-uae o(anmc:ompletoscotcDcc, · 
which Steinhcimer also men­
tioned in her deciaon. 

When ulced about detea and 
tcchnicallepl q~ Vani&i 
IIOCmed to be actiq. ifhi8 mind 
werea~.saying•ft1J take 
me a rniDDte to puO tbat up • tlen 
~~under his brcaiJi as he 
uu;u to retri~ an anawcr s•-:-L.-=-- . ";IIWG.I.UlW a}lo addressed the 
c~ 1 complox.tty, &DOthcr per­
missible raaon ror .a-..:..- him 101f-rcpraentatioa. ...... ,.oua 

•Mr. Vanilicouldnotnamcthc 
elemmta of all the crimes apinat 
him, nor. tho penaltica attacbed to 
~~ .. cnmea, nor the lesser in­
wt&UQJ OtfCIIIell, DOr the eJcmCDb 
of the dcatJa panalty require­
menta. nor the m•Jimnm·punilh­
IJl!lld pclUlDle for all of the.e · 
c:nmca," the judp wrote. "He fo­
cused only llpOJl the ppteotiaJ 
penalty of death without beinB 
aware of aD the 01ber chaqcs. 

.. It is cvidcut to the court that 
tbe ~ei:Ddant's inability to relate 
to his entire cue and lubtlc: nu­
ances of evidentiary issues pre~ 
rented by the cue's complexity 
~ result in a denial of a fair 
trial,ifthooourtwwc toallowbim 
to represent bimsel£.. 

!'D. attempt to try v anisi earlier 
t¥s year ended in miltrial after 
disc;ovcry that a ringle word in a 
~~of an interview 
w.uu a witDCa wu in error. The 
word bad been c:rudal to the de­
fOiliO that someone other than 
Vanili mi&ht have killed Sullivan. . 

I 

lii~moartr.&toSteioheimerat ; 
!l hearina last week, V anisi made ' 
tt clear ihat be WIUitcd the same ' 
freedom of movement in the 
courtroom tbe prosecution has 
He has appeared in court uncle; 
~:_vy pard and in haDdcuffs. 
""'-';'1 cludnaand leg ~hackles tore­
strict his movement when not in 
front ofajuey. 

-----D,....~ - •• _.....:..t.,_ ,. __ ........... 

:1n respomc to the court's m­
quuyifthe defendant thought self 
rqmscntation would allow him 
faD movement in the courtroom, · 
the defendant's IIDSWCI' and de-meanor was interpreted by the t .. ________ iiii 
court as ~ and if the court did 
not gnmt him that accommoda-

tion. ~defcnclaotw~d-~able ··~----
WCPD09886 AA00897



41

·- • t , •• _ ,. ·· ···-.·~ ~-.,.- , r~ •. • . . ~ , . . ~--- -' --~ . . . ,. .· ... ·-· '" ' -; 
.. .. ... ...... .. ~ ..... ... ' •• ~· • .• • ·.• • • ... ~ ---~~ ·~~ .. j -· 

Sunday Morning, January to, 1999 

~1. •• vamst 
BY JIMMY BOEGLE 

'Ibelzial !tthe~~~thdvenity 
of Nevada, Reno polb Sal Georae SuDivan iB 
echsduled 1o begin Oil MaDd.&.Y-jolt two days lhy 
oftbe annivenlary afSuDivan'a munler. 

Slaosi Vanlai, 211, facea the death peoa)ty ifbe ill 
found guilty ofldlling SoJiivm, B m8rried fltber fl 
five wbo ~ B 19-yeer veteran aftbe UNR paHee 

~ deoartment. Vmili Is alsO charged with robbing 
two area con­
venience 
stores later on 
JBil. 13, 1998, 
tbedayof 
Sullivaa'e 
death. 

The trial 
will occur in 
Washoe 
Dlstrtt:t QnJrt 
Depar1meat 4, 
In m.rt at vet­
eran Judge 
C o n n i- e 
Steinhelmer. 
Attorneys fur 
both the 
defense and 
the jli'OIIeCU­
tl.on say the 
trial ahould 

Sgt.~ Sullivan !:!u~~ 

iM 1iuth Ha.Y &en Our Only Friend Since 1910 \blume 90, No. 7 75 Cents 

n~n~tea to last two weeks 
is aiJoiB twice u loDg u a normal murder trial; .Aa a nliAIIt, -law l!lilfbiC&Delli tauned up 1o about 36 people 11n1 lilted ae witDel!a. launch a meEv8 -.n:h fur eriderlce. OlDc:ialll 'I'bfa !8llt week, the eourt 1oc*. tbe 111l111U11lstep 1oc*. tbe ~111\11!d ..., rl clallng diiWil tbe of blninl( per.pect;ite juron! fill out a queslioD- entire UNR campw1 1111 .J1111. 13 (ecbool WM nat in neire. TDa completed qnestiCJilDabw bawl besl -roo). 'l1le prpntuali am.t IMII1 drew 10me prorided 1o both the st:ida and the defen!le, and will criticllm by people claiming the police were~ help ~ chooee tbe u jurora and IJur altar- CMll'boBrd. 
natea wbo will baYe 1o decide Vanlai'a fate. Jtuy .Aa autharitis ware ln;::Tatlna Sollivan's llelectloll iB apected to last moat of the day Oil death, proaec:utorll aJlep, Vi . robbed two COil­~ . -mnce .... - the 7-11 at 710 Baring Blvd. in Wuboe County D:lltrict Attmney Richard Spatb, and the Jaebm'l Food Mart at 21595 Gammic:k will lead tbe atall!'a c:Ue. alDnr with hll dlearaae lAne in ReDo- the night rl Jan. 13. cblef ~ David Stantm. Public Def'endl!r · Deteettval began to put piecea of tbe puszle Micbael Speccbio will defend Vania!, wbo hal ~ after t:aildnr 1o an ofHiuty tJNR poHce pleaded innocent to the crimea. . aerpant who claimed to have llel!lllllll!leooe lurlt· WJ.l Mbd ~ tbs ·&tate's atrategy will be, 1nt near Sullivan Jmt lbm:tJ.y befiJ1'e hie murder, Oammick bad allimple, brief II!IIIWI!r. and anathar witnl!llll wbo claimed to - a man '"lb caavic:t him, • ba llllid walking off the campus llhortJy after the attack. 8peccldo clediDed to aa:y wbllt his dafenBe 11trat- ODe af tbe bi( brmb in JeadinlautharitleB to ~will be. H--, he lllllidhe hall about a cloam VaDiei • a~ emne whim MetoiBela Tlmvali, Jll'OIIPI!dive wim-, half the amdlmt aftbe proe- a CDIIIIin who Will letting Vanilli stay at hll Sparb eeutkm. . llpU'Immt, w.t to police aud llllld he ISh Vanisi Bpeccbio'e tllllk will not be ~ • it ia hll Will reepon~ fur Sullmm'a death. He and teV· lllllipmeot to deteDd the man --.1 of 011e af enl othen who lm!d in the neidence llllid they the moat natmioua murders in Nortberil Nmdil's heard VaniS, bebe SulliYan'a death, aa:y ba want-hlstmy. ed 1o ldll a cap. 

Just belbre 1 a.m. on Jan. 13, 1998, passenby Oflicen pertbrma:l a lle8l'dt of the aparlmlmt at came acr0111 tbe body of Sullivan near the in:far. 1098 N. Rock Bhod., and repcriedly firund blood­matlm kioek rl the lJNR entrlml:t! at Ninth and stained cltt.bing which Vanisi wu ~ Center lltreei8.1Jmatjgatcn said &illlvan died as wearing on Jan. 13 - as well ae a bloody hatchet the rarult rl. DWDBr'DWI blows to the .head with a roommatal said Vrmisi bad that night. lla1cbet A cellular pboDe, aloDg with Sullivan's .45 
tialiber ...nee gun and _nttmerOQII .other items, See Trial page 2A were lltolen from Sullivan RDd his patrol car. 

......... .. 

ThbunefDebra Rei4 
Acaued DttiJ'Cierer Siaosi Vanisi grins 
from his cell at the Washoe County Jail. 

0 ..,., 
00 
0.. 
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~ 
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2A. Sunday. January w. 1999 I 

A.~!!~~~~ ma~~· 
Tahoe Daily 'OOJune When Intzawest Corp. he SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, increaNd ita ownership of where 

becGme the Weet Coaat'e premier from ss m 68 pen:ont last year, ~ 
Calif. - Can Lake Tahoe ~ Mmmtain Ski Re8olt ~ 
1'1liiOit deBtination BS city fathen the l'UIOrt'a marketin( depart- Airport envillic.n? A lot depends an get· ment 11'118 revamped. With ting COIIJIDel'!ial aU- IIII1'Vic:e back Rob Perlman was brought on aU- tra into South Lake Tahoe airport. aa IIIDor directDr of marketing 210,000 · And by the wa,y, 'lBhoe ahouJd and hill first directive was m get 320,000 hurry. a air program olf the eround- Now Mammoth Mountain may not Periman bad done just that in work be a big competitor right DOW, a four-year stint with Vail- Mamm• but Tahoe's Sierra neighbor m Beaver Creek Be&orte in Yo&emi' the aouth has brouaht in a hired Colorado. Perlman spent the three-ho gun to devise a COIIllDI!1'Cial air lint 2 ~ yeare at Vail BS the Lake 'li 

'We 
selves a 

BANYA CALDA ~~· It's An Itallan Meal ~ 
Sparks Elks Lodge ~t 
Saturday. Jan. 16th .a ... ; .... n~ 

No-Host Cocktails 4:30 • Dfniler 5:00 ~---• •!&.... $12.50 per person 

Trial: from Page lA 
On Jan. 14, a warrant fur 
Vani&i'a 8lT1IIIt fur the murder 
was iallued. Later that night, 
Vaniai wu captured at the 
apartment of a relative in Salt 
Leb City. He Willi caught after 
being tear-ga8ilell, shot in the 
ann and hit in the groin with a 
bean bag from 8 bean bag gun. 

He waived his emadition rights, county courthouse because of the and Wa& returned to Waahoe high security risk. No media County on Jan. 24. He has lMd interviews will be allowed CJD in a muimwn security wing of that floor of the oourtbouae. the Washoe Connty Jail fur most However, pool pbotograpbers of the time senae !hen, being will be alluwed in the courtroom, held without baiL despite a motion by Spi!CCbio to Security for the trial will be keep them out. 
tight on the fourth floor of the . ·----·~--w~. ------

AA00899
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-Prosecution' Seeking death penalty 
Sleosl Vanlala 
Accused in UNR 
Sgt. George ·· ·· 
Sullivan's brutal 

: stabbing death. .............. , .. 
RBNOGAZB'J'I'B..JOO 

A simple ar.n!te bench 
atandl sentinel over 

. MIIIZUiita Lake. within 
tight of the spot ill a 
UiliTOI'Iity ofNevada, lteno 
parkina lot where a police oftil::or'llife ebbed frOm his · · ~·~asidsa cancel intO iti aidea, 1a a IDemorial to 
UNa. Sit. Oeorae Sullivan. 
43, killed by a hatchet· 
wieldbla......U. 

~ 

·-· 

f I I , t I f 
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f I I 
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Ac:cuSed killer Siaosi 
Vuiai, 18, pea on trial 
Mooday for hii9Willifc. 

-we are IJCCidn& the deatl 
. l)eD&)ty," WaahcJe District II Attorney Richard Gammict said. • A lot of people ~~ay, 

'WeD,it'liUBtapoliceofticer I .~.: "i · - • . ,,., .... ,&;>,. · · -~--

....... 

wbowuldDed ad that's why ' 
· 

you •re doing this. • , 
. ....,. NwNwiiUDIIIIIIR!IReinD•I'il!ilz8tle.,l211111t .1cun111 But GaDunic:k conteDdl DISCUISIOIII Sfao8f Vanlll, acCused or murdarlna UNR Specchlo,left, andSteveGregorylhursdayprlortoapre-trlal VanW set out that night to kill policeman George Sullivan, talks With hit attorneys, Michael hammg before Judge Connie Stainheimer. , a poH~ officer ancfbraged ~=~~C,1fba~ ~tec:tion do auy who heldi.b .dcfimte teat ~ motions haw bMil l1llltllca.bw.......sbW\>-....t-

II aboutitafieJ:wmd . ofuahtve? Gammickllid. UJib1 the cue in Dbtrict deCidm. · :Amoas tho.e iD&ontbatmotioD. •ThiJ wu a very brutal He :rJd Dr. Ellen CJuk. a J•dlci COIIDie SteiDbeimer's mu•inins ila request for a · 1ury selection ~ -:~~=a~ ::::-~~:0: =:Olt.~~= ~'l:feimer,0~ho ~er;:; ===;=:. son will take on a trained, Sulli'fatt'a head and left haiad. m iisue, despite a mountain qualitied about 13~~~' the armiveraaty oftbeslaying. _ 
armed police ofti&:e.r, partic::u- But Washoe Public of evidence piOltltWtula have. withee whctbcr an unpaniaJ. larly under the facta ofthia Defender Mike Speccbio, Most of tbe 42 dcfeDBe 12-p&:r!IODjuryandfouralter· SeeVAIIISI onpage3C 
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Sullivan 
A 19-year vet­
eran of the 
UNRpolce 

"'- - -·~811P I force, he was 
stabbed more 
than20tlmet 
betore dying. 

--· .. - ---. 
Vanlsl 
Arrested In Salt 
lake City for 
Sullvan's mur· 
dar. tnt days 
after the Inci­
dent. Hla trial 
ltart8 Monday. 

PIIEPARATIOIII Washoe County llBtrict Attorney Richard Gammick, facfng. makes a point Thursday to~ Connie Stelnhefmer,left, about the location of the collt l'!lf)c,ter for Sliosl VMial's trill for the murder of UNR Pollee Sgt. George Sullivan, beginning ~nday. 

DOUR CONPEIIEIICBa Siaosl Vanisi, on trial for murder and facing lhe death penalty, Dstens to the advice of his attorney, Steve Gregory, duritg _a pr•trlal hearing Thursday:_. __ __:.._.--··-----
AA00901
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Reno~ 8undaY.January10, 1999-SC 

····· J 

-~& QdefDeputy DIMtlctAUomey Dave Stanton, right, holds a , pistol Friday that will be used as evidence In Slaosl Vanlsi's murder trial. I 

WCPD09854 AA00902
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"I 

Vanisi-
Prot11paplC . wnu; memory of Ocorae · Sullivan'• death illltill very lltl'o1ll bcrc, aa an: many memoria of hiJ life, beca1110 he wu IIUCh ta weD­known and weB-liked penon on tbiJ campus," said UNR. President Joe Crowley. "There certain1J it a need for closure and I would hope this trial willmmcusin that direction." Sullivan wu on the UNR. force 19 

yem. in the at the trial will~ wido~ ll'llne 
~~ ... _.a ..._'ahappyit'ICOilllDito aiiCIIU or it'a goin3 to trial bcc&use they would lib to 11ec aomeclosurc: said ~CalDmlap, wkohullllilled thewidowandfourchildnmnmgiDs fromap4to 16;anotberc:hildbjtbe officer'aearlier~iaan adult. Sullivan it dedini.Da pre-trial interviews out of c:onoctn 11cr ~tate­
menta ~t affect the trial or ita outco said. With her in court~ be Officer Steve Snter, for J:.t year'f l"frimd to" tbe fanilly. ' ·we don't wan1to IIJ much UDtil after the trial." Sautet said. "Nobody in the departmeot woukl 
want to be responsible for a mUtrial 

andallofuabawbeeoinstmctecloot that Sulli sittin& in hill cruiJer beanbla&UJL to comment on tbat. near the r:1:;rmation kiolk at the A search of an apartment V '"WehaveaDbeen~withtbe Center Street eotruce, wu o~in.Raloproducedablood way the aaencica that m'Yeltiptcd approacbed by Vaniai. Gammick ltllined jacket, giOvea and thiarall.iccftoaetherandbrousbtitto cODtmdl. GammiC:k aaic[ Laboratory DN a head so qmctly. Mn. Stlllivu '"Heputtbcsneakoohim,comina auMil indic:atel a atron liteli aloDJwithmyselfandoverybodyiD up beliind Sat. Sullivan. and hC hood tbe blood on :lem · our department definitely wanta taPDCd on the window," Oam.mict s.Jlivan'a,Guunicksaid. juaticetotab lace." said;"Sp.Su0lvan.-01Jloltbecar. Minutel after the atta He ll8icl ~ and tbe depart~ Vaoisi lUI 1011lethfuilib, 'What's studentAndmr CiocatofT :r=:u~==1: ~r=~==-,~ ~~~..riowi ten, fun~ndlm and attcndinl IWUJll t6C hatchet, ~~Sgt. intervicwhetfu.Ju&htSullivm · memorialiiCI'Vicei.Mo~than3,000 SulliYan many times. Vanm aaya havebeenlookiDJUDderthe_CI!!tv'""! J)eOI)(e attended a scrvice at the that Sullivan~ in oncswiq." · on clolerinspectionhe aaw lmUlValll 
LaWiorEveotaCenter. Gammick'a accowrt ia bUed on wuf'accdcnm. : "'Sbe'a a good woman," Sauter ~~statementa of Cioc:ca,whoaaidbetricdtore~DS-i said. "She's a peat mom.lt'a tabll people V IDisi spoke to bcfOR his citatc 8oDivU1, wu hooored with a; every OUJlCe of stnmath and energ ·Bmllt. UNRp)IQaeforbiaeft"orttoaavotbe: abe baa to so almost a year, now." Po&cllid the nisbtaftertbealay. officer's lifo. · Unlike many law enfo~ent in& Vaniaiwenttoachurchneartlie Gammict said Ciocca reported! familie~e SiillivaDJ lalew little campus and played butethalL tbe incident to police 011 a ilearby!l about tlc offica- did, Sauter Later, police said, he it bcJieomi to pay. telephone and later used said. have atolen a car and robbed two Sullivan'acarradiototalktopofu:e.l '"Gooqa would come home and coavenieoce atoreL Ill each Within b.oura, mon than lOOi share ftulny stories, DOt violent Ito- instance, police cllarF llc used a POlice ofticen were con= I rielortra&idiel. "he Slid. '"The .lint Glock .4Xaliberpmol oftbe type builclhJ&-by-buildiDJ. · trqedy tliat's bCcn known to them tabnftolllSulivtD'abody. roomllintlfortheaaailanton : about law enforcement il their Sullivan'• ~· belt and Olhcr dark and deserted campus. Police 1 

father." . items wcrc m18liq ft:om biJ body, aJsowentdoortodoorinsomeadja-: The campu ia quietnow,u it,.. polklCIIIid. cent rcaidenti•l am~~. i wben SuDiVaD wu killed. Studentl ne nMt day in Salt Lab City, a DMrs an:hed the lab and frri.. • thcn,aoow, ~onhidulbetweeo cousin inf'ormed lice Vauili wu ption dit.cbel and abut off water to : tbe holidaya and the start of tho athiJIPIII1:m.Cnt.r31/Miourltand- the lake 10 iU level would recede. : sprlnatenn. oft'endi:chrith tearsullldsuuflre. makina the search easier. ; It was Oil tbe nearly de&atcd cam- Salt Lake City oiJicen arrested BWDtually evideDoe waa rccovercd ' pua,jqt bd'on: 1 a.m. Jm.l3, 1998, V aniai after s1lootiq him witb a from one Otthe ditclteL · 
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TIEBf,IIUIJ111111 
RENO GAZET'T&JOURNAL 

ENO/~PARKS ALSO COVERING NORTHERN NEVADA AND THE WEST 

METROWATCH 2D 
FOLLOW·UP 2D 
l.OTTF6Y 2P 
OBrTUAAIES 7D 

l..al-CRYIIJU, 78IG2 CIRCULATION: 786-8744, CLASSIAED: 348-7356 

Jury selection bogs down V anisi murder trial 17 prospective jurors excuHclll 
Opening statements could begin on 
anniversary ofUNR cop's slaying. 

Sst. Gecqe SuDmm. .U, a 19- COIUttoom aod a met.ll cletec- of kids who came down ft:om ~wteranoftbeUnlvmity torwall8tupltitlenttlncein ..., Seattle, Wuhinston." The OfNeYada. Reno police forte. addition to the one It lhecoar· ;· Yllnlll mu waa excused. About 120 DCODJe remain in thollle ClltraDile. · Clwrgad In ExCUJa were also zranted in the pclC)I . of jiiron Judac E.IJbt prolpeCtive jmora ~ '""" ~A. 11atct1et death 1:IJee lituatiou: 

anotber woman, who aeid lhe 
could not P1.lt aside her~ feelin& that Vanisi isgujlty. 

• Ml remember tbe defen­
dant alleaedlY 10ina to a store 
IUid~a hakheimdltrik· 
· officer Sul1ivan and bari· 
:IY beatiq bim 1111ti1 he wu 
dead." a man Aid. Mljust liP'e 
tllis &eliDa in my heart that be 
did it. .•• 1 think my mind's 
made up. h's kind of like the 

............. _ 
RENO GAZE'l"I1!-JOURN'AL 

netedious Procell oflldect­ms a jury to 11)' ~kosi v lllili, 
eccueed of tillins a UNR 
~.=~~# 
prospectjvejaronwcraemued 

Coanlc Stc:iDheimer called fOr were excued after the}' said ~~ ~~ .~ ~ of UNR polce • "I thiDk the pntleman is ftoom II:II'Ykc Monday. the ftllt-d.ep'ee murder trial of they bad moos fbeliDp about ~ .- Sgt. Gaorge pilty " said one woman. She Washoe District Attorney Vaoiai, 28. Oammickiueek· the Qle bec:IIUie ofthmtnut . ..: i Su11v!n saidBbecoukl not!;ive Vlllisi Richard Oammk:k said JlltleO. ins tha dea1b. penalty in the In the tesdmonY or poHce or. ~ a pJ'IIIUDIJition of Innocence tion of 12 juron md four cue far whiCh secUrity i1 pnljudiceupinlt Yinisl ther' ...... that, comrary to the In, llhe alterDatea will so m•cb fllttil' CXI:Itptionally~ ilcYeloped throuAh newJ believes the tiurdenofproofil today. Lawyen aid opdlina · A dozen Ulliformed Uld media accounts ofihe llayiua tain on the Reno Polk:e onthedefenae,notonthepro~­lltatcmcDtl could bqiu. tOday lhcrifrs deputies in pJahl mdVania .. sarrntinSaltlaD Depart:meut in the 19401i," a:ution. 01' Wednesday, the anniver· clothes were on hmd inaiiSe CitvthenatdiY. OtiC pJOIJie(:tive juror aeid. • •1fJ was~ I wouldn't suy of the hatchet dayiq of mel outside Steinheimet's •M:y pmdf'a:thenru a cap- •HcWIISmurderedbyacouple want me on the JUry," said Sec.NIIY on pep 4D 
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Jury 
Frompasc 1D 
O.J. (Simpsoo) case. You orin& in the other ki1ltr and then ru listen to the evidence. .. 

I a "'ne of the things I've heard is that the defendant, after ~ aJleaedl done the crime, told friends of tiis /es. be had done it and was I proud of it," a woman said. She uid ! heropinionilltbat"heisguilty ... · Vanisi's defense team, headed by Public Defender Mih Specchio, bas f!led a motion for cbanac of venue. Steinheimer bas withheld a ruHns until after she de1:tmrlDes wheth« an impartial~canbeseleetedinReno. Nine of 13 jurors were excused due to hardsh~l!, they said they would encountenttlleysatinthe~wbich Steinheimer has estimated will take two to thneweeks. 
Those asking to be excused includ· eda mother who isnursingbcr infant, people with chilckare prOblems and alcwlu,J had planned out-of-town 
~anD~ found guilty, the trial enten a phaso in which the j~ decides whether he should speD(1 his life in prison or die by lethalh\jection. If the trial enters that phase. GamnJ.ict said, be ma~ seek testhno­ny from Sullivan's widow Carolyn and UNR police officer Steve Sauter. SpecchiO said be may put some of Vanisi's relatives on the witness stand. 

f. 11. ~cy 
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IIDJiislay, .. 111981 --
RE~OURNAL-----

;Defense plans 
protest -or jury 
in Vanisi trial 
BJIIIblle ....... 
llENO OAZI!TI1HOURNAL 

Defcnac lawyers plan to­
day to protest tbe makleup of 
aj111')'elnpaneled to trySiaoai 
V'anui in the murder Of a po­
licemaa. 

1'hey coatend some of the: 
jurors are prejudiced apinat 
Vanisi. 

Vantil 

lawyer1 
contend some 
jun:nara 
prejudiced 
agalnat him. 

Wuhoe District 1udae seekinJ the death~ for 
Connie Steioheimeristoc:on- VBDisi; dislgrecdmth the de­
aider the matter before the feoae conteDtion. 
start of trial today, the tint "We jUIIl did two dayJ of 
anniversary of the hatchet verythOrouabQOCiti~of 
ldlllnaofUuiversityofNeva.. prospective iliron,'' oam­
da, Rimo Polic:e Sgt. Geoqc midt said. "the qaeltion is 
Sullivan. 43. whether or not they can set a 

'"There are ltiU ~le on prejudiced opinion uide and 
there who think he 1 RiUltY ... listen to the evidence from 
Washoe Public Difencler the trial and bue their opin­
Mike Speccbio aaid Tuetday ion on that." 
niaht of the 9 men and 7 Thoae selected for the 
womencbolen to try 28-~- J)Ulelaaid they could do that, 
old V aoili. At the clole oftri- Gmnniduaid. 
al, 12 of the 16 will be select- "'I imagine the decision will 
ed as juron and the finally be decided 30 miles 
remaining 4 will be alter- south of here," Gammick 
nates. said, indicatinshe upecb an 

Wuboe Diatrict Attomc_y 
Richard Gammick, who ts See VAlli• on 40 

-,. ~ LV •• 
.~ &niSI 
].frompaae lC 

appeal to the Nevada Supreme 
·v CourtinCanonCity. 
· Specchio said be and other 

defense lawycn would have 
removed the ostensibly · biased 
jurors from tbe panel ifStelnheimer 
bad panted them more challenges 
to iurors, but the judge refused. 

Opcn.ins statements are to begin 
• today in what Steinheimer bas sid.d 

1
- will be a two- to tluee-week trial. 

She cautioned members of 
' Vanisi's and Sullivan's family pre­
. sent in court Tuesday afternoon 

I !.:against emotional outbursts or cfit. 
pla}'S durina the trial. 

I ': Garnmick contends that V anisi. 
1 wbilevisitiDgrelativesinReno from 
' . hisLosAnaefes.areahome,toldpeo-

ple he was goin• to kill a policeman, 
went to a local department store and 
sneaked up on Sullivan as he sat in 
hissquadcarabout 1 a.m. Jan.13 of 
last year. 

V aniai set upon the officer with 
. ' tbc ~et in the Parkins lot near 

·' 

the information kiosk at the Center: 
Street entran.ccto tbe UNR campus, 
Gammick contends.. 

A passerby, apparently iust min­
utes later, found· the otlfcer face- . 
down on thetarmacbesidehispatrol 
Cl!t G8DUJlick contends. ' 

v anisi aD.egedly fled to Salt Lake 
Ci!Y• where he waa captured by. 
police after a 31Jl.hour standoff. 1 

Gammickconteudl V anisi,aftcrthej 
incident, boasted that he bad killed 
a policeman. 

Steinheimer on Monday and 
Tuesday excused about 20 prospec­
tive jurors. some of whom said they 
had&lleady made up their mind tbat 
Vanisi is guilty based on media 
accounts of Sullivan's death and 
Vaniai'a am:st. 

Others excused said they had 
rea:ivedinformationabouttbeslay-' 
ing from other sourcca. 

Excuses were also granted to a 
woman whosaidshecouldnot stand 
to live with the memory of explicit . 
photos of the crime scene~' 
to be introdnccd during the trial and 
to people who would suffer business 
hardships wbile on jury duty. 

- --------
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• 00 1 Q 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 Yes, I think on June 23, you know, June 23 of this 

~ ~ ~ -' ,_ _, _, 
~' " 0 -y = ".l' 

0 
,p 3 and you denied my motion. I think I argued here in front of 
0' 
-....] 4 you for 19 minutes. 
0 

c; 'l'HR cc= ': How did vou fiaurE> 19 minut:e>R? 

6 THE DEFENDANT: I knew it wasn't four minutes. I 

7 made deductions. I know it wasn't ten minutes. I know it 

8 wasn't 30, 40 minutes. I rounded off. I say 19 minutes. 

--g- ~ CUUKT: Ts your requesT to represent yourself 

10 because I wouldn't replace your counsel? 

11 THE DEFENDANT: No, no. The request to represent 

-~ -" r ' . -~" _, 
. ' -' _, . ' " ".l' ·.l' ".l' ".l' -~u 

13 me. No one forced me. No one persuaded me. No one induced 

14 me, none. 

1 " 'N-lR ,-,,.._, TD 'P , 'l'h~t- "'~cn't- m" - i r-.n M-r 'bn' c' 

16 You have to answer my questions directly. 

17 THE DEFENDANT : Okay. 

18 THE CUUK 7: Is the reason for your reouest to 

19 represent yourself because I refused your request to 

20 discharge counsel? 
" 

2.l THJ> lJJ>~ H: NO. 

22 THE co=T= Any other familiarity with legal 

23 proceedings? 

~- ~ .. ~ T 
_, _, _,_" ·' "1 ~.r 

25 there was one time that I might have probably ended up in 
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• 00 
~~ 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 court and I didn't realize it and I can't remember. Let me 

2 -L'' ~~ ~ 

0 "J 

0 
,p 3 Let me check my adolescent age. Maybe I stumbled 
0' 
"-..l 4 in a courtroom and presented myself and I didn't know it. 1-' 

s I'll iuRt: ,-.hc,-,k- mv 

6 No to childhood, no to adolescent. As an adult, 

7 just the ones that I've enumerated to you. That's it. 

8 THE COURT: Can you tell me about your health 

9 LL::lHL now? How are you fF><"' inq? 

10 THE DEFENDANT: I feel great. I feel fine. Thank 

11 you for asking. I feel good. 

.L.G .L=n ~vu~ .L ' ~L<= yvu auy il:ClOllS t 

13 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I'm taking lithium. 

14 THE COURT: What is the dosage of the lithium? 

1 " 'T'UR 'T'ho ,.L ~~ -\-
1 '~- ' " -~ 

·~ 

16 sure. I'm not quite sure/ but I think it was in the motion. 

17 I think somewhere, 100 milligram. 

18 THE . : In what motion? 

19 THE DEFENDANT: What's that? 

20 THE COURT: It was in what motion? 

;n 'l'Jil:> LJJ:>r '.L. : iC was J.n che motion. It was in 

22 the motion I think signed by Judge McGee that I had, that I 

23 stood here and read that it was 100 milligram. I saw 100 

' ' 

25 THE COURT: Do you think you're taking medication 
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• 00 21 
m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 now because of a motion signed by Judge McGee? 

~ ~"~ "· T -'• ·~ ·I-; '" l-h~t-
(J ~ 

~ 3 THE COURT: Why are you taking it then? 
0' 
-....] 4 THE DEFENDANT: Why am I taking it? I'm taking it 
10 

5 bef'"""" it's the ~,r~;~~tion for me. 

6 THE COURT: Why are you +- ~"; '"" it , t-" 
' 

other 

7 than that? Who is giving it to you? 

8 THE DEFENDANT: Oh, who is giving it to me? 

9 THE J.JJ::a·· JT: YeS. 

10 THE COURT: Different people give it to me. A 

11 lady this afternoon, this morning, she had blond hair. She 

. ' ~- • -~ L -~~ ~ 1 ; .h ; 
~~ "'Q'~ ·~ -~· ~-

13 to me. Different people give it to me. 

14 But I think it would be safe to say that Washoe 

1 " f'nnnhr ni """ it- t-n mP 

16 THE COURT: Have you had any discussions with a 

17 physician with regard to your medication since the last time 

18 you here betore me? 

19 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I had a discussion with a 

20 physician and he said that he was going to prescribe me 

L.L .LJ.LnJ.um. 

22 THE COURT: Which physician is that? 

23 THE DEFENDANT: I think he goes by the name 

T 

"' 
25 THE COURT: You've seen Dr. Lynn since the last 
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m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 time you were before me? 

~ .., 'T'Ut;' 
"' M'T' 

~T~ l~ot- t-im~ T'v"' <lAPn Dr T.vnn 
(J 

~ 3 was on the 15th. No, I can't remember exactly the date, but 
0' 
"-..1 
w 4 it will take me a little while for me to pull up the right 

5 date. 

6 THE : My quescion was, nave you ~~ 
to a 

7 physician since the last time you appeared before me? 

8 THE DEFENDANT: No. 

:J THt!i ·: Have--you- 'I: LV auy "'L"'-'-'-

10 other than the person who hands you a pill at the sheriff's 

11 office since the last time you appeared before me? 

, .., 'l'Ut;' ~T~ 

13 THE COURT: So, someone hands you a pill and you 

14 take it, but you're not sure what it is? You think it's 

15 lithium? 

16 THE DEFENDANT: Well, I asked them. I say, I look 

17 at it because sometimes people make mistakes. And so I look 

18 at my ll' to Know tnat lt -- tne :t:~:nn:; c.~me '-""Y 

19 it to me I looked at it and I asked her, "Is this lithium?" 

20 She said yes. Then I know that lithium has a 

. . ' , . '· .L 
"'-'- iJ.LHh.LOH ~U.LU.<., "'''=-'-Y L . ' 

22 color and look to see if it's the right one. And if the 

23 lithium comes in a beige or a white color or a dark color, I 

..,, t-h~t- it-'o n~t- lit-hinm ~nrl T ,.,;11 aivl'> it~ h<'lc-,k t() hF>r 

25 THE COURT: Has that happened? 
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..,~ 

m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE DEFENDANT: No, that hasn't happened yet. 

~ 
(J L. "''D . ~uau ~uc ~~~~~c !"~""- ],'~~~ <.ua.<. 

~ 3 you're taking, are you taking any other medication. 
0' 
"-..1 4 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. ,p 

<; 'T'HR '· Whrir PlRI'> rirl'> V(')l] r ... kina? 

6 THE DEFENDANT: Elavil comes in a very dark 

7 reddish, almost a burgundy, almost a burgundy color. It's a 

8 tiny little pellet. And also Ri "ial. That's a white 

9 pill like aspirin, but it's long inRrF>-.r'l of round. The 

10 shape of it is a cylindrical shape. 

11 THE COURT: How often do you take the dark reddish 

.L" ],' .L.L .L ' 

13 THE DEFENDANT: I take it together with the 

14 lithium. 

' " 'T'T.T'O' v. ... '1 1 ... .. ~ ,., 
~ 

16 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

17 THE COURT: How many pills of each? 

18 THE ' : I take two lithium in the ; "" 
19 time. I take one Elavil. And I take one-half milligram of 

20 Risperdal. 

21 THE ' : All ln the e r< 

22 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, all in the evening. One, all 

23 in one time. 

"~ •UD .. ~•~ wu~u wa~ ~u~ ~a~~ ~ ~'"~ i' ~u ~~~"-

25 these pills? 
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m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE DEFENDANT: Last night. I take them in the 

~ 
(J ~ '"V~U~U"', ~ vu~y ~Q~c, ~ ~Q~c ~~' ~u ~uc -<>::! • .L 

~ 3 should mention that. I take lithium in the morning. So I 
0' 
-....] 4 had lithium and Risperdal at 9:00 this morning. Ul 

c; 'T'HR ("()TJR'T'· Hnw m;mv rlirl vn11 t-C~k-P in t-hP mnrninn? 

6 THE DEFENDANT: I take one lithium, one capsule. 

7 Lithium is in a capsule. That's the proper terminology for 

8 that. It's one 11 e lithium and half a milli of 

9 Risperdal. 

10 THE COURT: You took that this morning, and last 

11 night you took two lithium and half a milligram of 

.L..O "--'-"!!"'-'-'-'"'-'-' 

13 THE DEFENDANT: In the evening time I take two 

14 lithium, you're correct, and half a milligram of Risperdal 

1 ~ r1 t:'l _, 1 

16 THE COURT: How long has this been going on? 

17 THE DEFENDANT: Lithium hasn't been a week yet. 

18 What is t-r>r'l"v Tc ,., I t-hink- the lit-hi11m it will be one 

19 week tomorrow, one week tomorrow will be for my lithium. 

20 And then for Elavil, all of July. No, take that 

21 back. 1 t take, 1 C11C1n' t take any Ltlon on July. 

22 July I didn't take any medication. I took them on July 16, 

23 is when I began. July 16 is when I began taking Elavil and 

~7 "~~j,'C~~=~• 

25 I didn't have any in the month of, for the first 
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00 ?<; 

m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 half of the month July. I didn't have any, I didn't take 

~ ·-' . ' •. ~ _, ... T ..l' ..l •• ' • • .1 

(J . , -.. ., 

~ 3 medication in May. Beginning on May -- May 9 was the last 
0' 
"-..1 4 time I had it. 
0' 

s But do vou want me to tell vou when the hPninninn 

6 of my -- you want me to tell you the beginning of when I 

7 took Elavil? That's going to take me some time. That will 

8 take me a little while to pull up the exact date. Or can we 

9 just stop there? Or Cio you need to Know moref 

10 THE COURT: You started taking it July 16 this 

ll last time? 

'"~ "· T -- ..l ' - ·-·' ' r T 
~~ . ' "1 

13 didn't take any from July 1 to July 15. I didn't take any 

14 medication. And all of June I didn't take any medication. 

1 <; 'T'HR f"NTO'T' • T ' VF> ant- Anm<> i n · .t·icm with rF>cr,.rrl 

16 to your mental health found in motions and discussions that 

17 I've received from your counsel or from your psychiatric 

18 :s. But can you tell me about any health issues 

19 that you suffered from in the past? 

20 THE DEFENDANT : Yes. I have, I am 

.<:.L -~ .~dSlVe. .L am ~~<'~~d".Lve . 

22 THE COURT: What does that mean to you? 

23 THE DEFENDANT: Manic is when you're at your 

... , ..l ~-
,, . 1 1 

,_ . -' ' ' 1 ._, .,. 

25 is when you're really sad, and you're really, really sad. 
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• 00 26 
m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: How does that affect you? You say 

~ "' . ' '' ~ ' .~ 

(J J -r 

~ 3 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 
0' 
"-..1 4 THE COURT: 
"-..1 

How does that affect you? 

5 THE DEFENDANT: I don't want to be manic. I don't 

6 want to be happy because when I'm m~nir I'm the only one 

7 happy. It's no fun just being happy by yourself. Plus it 

8 just probably irritates other people. You become obnoxious 

9 tnat you·re the onJ.y one navJ.ng J:un ana enJuy~u~ J.J.l:e. I 

10 don't want to be like that. 

11 And I don't want, depressed is you just feel 

.1 1 "' "· v. ~ -~ . , , .. -~ 
J ·.I 

13 depressed. I don't want to feel that. I just want to feel 

14 normal. There is a normal. 

1 " 
THE rOTTRT: Wh<>n did vou first~ rli VClll 

16 manic-depressive? 

17 THE DEFENDANT: I first discovered it when I was 

18 i tted. I first, I first started paying attention to 

19 my psyche when I was incarcerated. But all throughout my 

20 life I've always been manic-depressive and I didn't know it. 

"'- Wllt:ll J. J.VVJ".. UdCJ".. .I.!H.U my '' ', .1. Cd!! t;t:t: 

22 moments where I have been really manic and moments where I 

23 have been really depressed. 

"">A "'uu U· >- .~ "' "· ' .., 
J 

25 THE DEFENDANT: No, I never have been treated 
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00 27 
m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 before. This is the first time getting treatment. 

~ ''""" u. ·-~ i~at-it-nt-i~n~1i~=r1? 

(J --;r 

~ 3 THE DEFENDANT: Por manic depressive, no. 
0' 
-....] 4 THE 
00 

COURT: For any mental health issue? 

5 THE DEFENDANT: For any mental issues? No. 

6 THE COURT: Have you been lnSEltut i nnn i >:ed for 

7 some other reason? 

8 THE DEFENDANT: No. 

9 TH~ '-VV"-"-: You :at:elT 1:0 me c:na10 no one nas 

10 coerced you to waive your right to be represented by an 

11 attorney. Did you tell me that earlier today? 

mn~ mm "· -~ T,;' • ' 1 ; ~·-~~ " -~ 

13 one coerced me. 

14 THE COURT: What does coerce you mean, to you? 

1 " 'T'HR '· wn1;-'lrl be to or to 

16 compel. 

17 THE COURT: Has anyone suggested that it would be 

18 a good idea that you yuu.csel:t:l 

19 THE DEFENDANT: No. 

20 THE COURT: Why did you decide that this would be 

«J. a ~UtO:ct< 

22 THE DEFENDANT: When did I decide it was a good 

23 idea? 

O'TID ,,,, ' ~~~"' ~- 't-ir.n ""'"' 

25 THE DEFENDANT: January, January 16, 1998. 
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00 ')Q 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: Why did you wait until now to ask me 

2 ') •icci~n t-~ ', "~ 
0 --,-

0 3 THE DEFENDANT: ,p Because I'm finally taking a stand 
0' 
-....] 4 and telling my standby counsel that I don't want you to 
<[) 

5 L<=>JL"'sent me. I'm goinq to esent myself And this ~u«t 

6 wasn't, this just wasn't thought of yesterday. This always 

7 has been something that I've always -- it's the best thing 

8 for me to do is to represent myself. 

-y nm : wny c:rrcr you wa~t unt~.L a month <= 

10 your trial to bring it up to me? 

11 THE DEFENDANT: Why did I wait to bring it up to 

, ., 
"~"? T -Fi~nrcrl it- . , '"' '" ,_ 

~· '1 , ' 
_,_ 

'" 1 

13 want to represent myself on the day of the trial, that I 

14 wanted to represent myself. So I thought maybe giving you 

15 one m~nt-h time wcmlrl he> ~m~la t.ime> t.n aive> vnn nor.irP -~ 

16 give the prosecution notice instead of waiting for the day 

17 of trial. 

l~ 'l'lil!i ' : But you've last Jemn"rv 

19 that you wanted to do this? 

20 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, yeah. There's -- yeah. 

~u~ .. LJU yuu Col.ctllU l.lldl. L 

22 continue to have counsel provided for you at no cost to 

23 yourself? Your attorneys are being paid for by the county. 
.,,_ v,-,, rl,-,n't h"'uc t-,-, ~"'" -F~~ ~"'~' ,,_ ' '" " 
25 THE DEFENDANT : Yes, I understand that I don't 
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00 ?Q 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 have to pay for their counseling, that you'll provide for 

2 " 0 
0 

3 THE COURT: And you understand that's not going to ,p 
0' 
00 4 stop. That you'll continue to have their -- they're 
0 

5 appointed to sent you, and they would continue to 

6 represent you throughout the trial at no expense to you? 

7 THE DEFENDANT: If you were to do that. 

8 THE COURT: Well, they are now currently appointed 

" to ... .,!:- you. YOU 3tana tnat( 

10 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

11 THE COURT: You understand that that's at no 

' " '1 ~., 
·-~ 1 

13 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

14 THE COURT: Would you tell me what the elements 

1 <; are of the offense vou are rharaed wit-h? 

16 THE DEFENDANT: Murder in the first degree, 

17 robbery, robbery, robbery, grand larceny. 

18 THE . : You thlnk are the elements? 

19 THE DEFENDANT: Those are the elements. 

20 THE COURT: They are not, Mr. Vanisi. Do you know 

.<.!. WUcll. l.ll<; V.L .LC.Lcll.CU UL oe to 

22 offenses? 

23 THE DEFENDANT: Let me find out what the elements 

'">A ~ ;,~~,.,~~ T ,1.4 HJ, t- , ··' -· _, 
-~ 

25 What are the elements, Jeremy? 
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00 30 
m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: Today is the time for me to find out 

~ .., ; f' " t-l- -l- ; .,..,._ T l- '" "'· ; . ; ; " 
(J " 

~ 3 I think you can represent yourself. 
0' 
00 4 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, maybe you can tell me the 
I-' 

5 elements. I think what I said were the rr 

6 THE COURT: So you don't know what the elements 

7 are? 

8 THE DEFENDANT: Let me think. Elements. Elements 

~ ana -~'s, e.L· :s ana -~ o;cacut:ory, ~,,~w ~~=~ J.S 

10 different ... 

11 Yeah, the elements is what the prosecution has to 

' .., r1 ,hl 
~ .. 

13 THE COURT: What are those? 

14 THE DEFENDANT: The elements are that, that the 

15 mnrn"r was willful r1,1; intentional and -- willful 

16 deliberate -- willful, deliberate, intentional -- willful, 

17 premeditated, yeah, that's the fourth. Those are the 

18 "' :s that are ;t me. 

19 THE COURT: That's it? 

20 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, willful, premeditated, 

"'j_ l.. . , jJJ.taU<OUJ.L-QL-<=U, .. 

22 those are the four. 

23 THE COURT: I asked you earlier what the lesser 

'H ; ,, "'' "' '1 • t- n ,j' ,,,._ ,, ,,_ 
"' " ~ 

25 with. Do you know what that means? 
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m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE DEFENDANT: The lesser penalty? 

~ ~ ~UQ '"' 
,,. 1 ' • 1 -" . .-1 . "" (J . ' 

~ 3 THE DEFENDANT: The lesser included offenses would 
0' 
00 4 be grand larceny. That's one of the offenses. That would 10 

5 be the 1 °' >Y offpn""" 

6 THE COURT: You told me you were charged with 

7 grand larceny. 

8 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, that's an offense. 

9 THE ~.,;vutn: What lS the J.esser lncJ.uclect :? 

10 Do you understand that term? 

11 THE DEFENDANT: Say it one more time. My mind is 

..... ., 

13 THE COURT: Do you know what the lesser included 

14 or related offenses are to what you are charged with? 

1 o; 'T'HR '• ' ·1 r1, r1 ofF. i'lrF> 

16 lesser included offenses, charges ... 

17 No, but I can find out for you. I don't know, but 

18 I can find out for you. I'm not quite sure So I'm not 

19 going to say something I don't, I'm not sure of knowing. 

20 But I will find out for you what are the lesser included 

..<.L UL . ; . 

22 THE COURT: You told me that you understand that 

23 the State is requesting the death penalty. What are the 

.1 ·" ·1- . .., 
~-

25 THE DEFENDANT: The elements are that -- well, 
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., 
00 <? 

m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 that the State are saying that -- see, I think it would be 

~ ~ _L 

(J ~ ~~~~~~ ~~ ~ ~v~ ~uv~u~ l-'~ l-' -OV 

~ 3 instead of me, if a person --
0' 
00 4 THE COURT: I think it would be much better for w 

" von to lent: ~n~t-h<er if vou w<>r<> i'm at.t. 

6 You're asking to represent yourself. You're going to have 

7 to speak in terms of your case. My questions are directed 

8 only toward your case. 

9 THE a: To my case, yeah. Well, yeah, 

10 those -- yeah, ask your question one more time because I 

11 have the answer. Ask the question one more time to make 

L~ o~~~ w~ ~~ vu ~u~ ~~'='"~ ~~~~~. 

13 THE COURT: Well, go ahead and answer it. 

14 THE DEFENDANT: I would like to hear it --

1 " 'l'PR T ~~n't- mu ~'~ot-' ~no no 

16 times every time you want to delay. You have to answer my 

17 questions if you're going to represent yourself. You have 

18 to them as I ask them 

19 THE DEFENDANT: I want to be sure that I heard 

20 your question properly. 

:n 'l'Hl!i : YOU .. ~~~~ 1.1:. YOU Lto1Jtoctt:eO l.t: t:O 

22 yourself. 

23 THE DEFENDANT: I'll put on the record I think I 

_1 ' ~~ .. ~~~~ • .. ·:t "'-' 

25 THE COURT: Why don't you repeat what you think 

SIERRA NEVADA REPORTERS ( 775) 329-6560 
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m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 you heard. 

~ ') 'T'T.TR """ T .ot- m<> ooA Tr T r1~ 't- ~1.- ., m 

(J 

~ 3 I'll fail. 
0' 
00 4 ,p THE COURT: Just tell me what you think the 

5 ion was. 

6 THE DEFENDANT: What are the •' -., for a np;,t-h 

7 penalty? 

8 THE COURT: Okay. So what do you think that 

OJ !( 

10 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, one element for the death 

11 penalty was an officer was killed because of his race or his 

,., 
' '' h< ' '1 ' O'l- '1 .-1 ,,.,,. "· • t- 'h 
'J -" 

13 penalty; that would be one. 

14 What constitutes a death penalty is if an officer 

15 was ·" in his official cflnr~C'i t-v if he was workina 

16 That would constitute as one. 

17 Mutilation is one and -- yeah, mutilation would be 

18 .. 1 are ror one to 

19 face the death penalty. 

20 THE COURT: Are those the only ones that are 

"'-'- j<OU .LU ~U-'-0 ~~0<0 ~:t ~U<O u~=~~-

22 THE DEFENDANT: I'm sure there are more or maybe 

23 one more or -- but that's what I can come off my head at 

'),-t t-h' ~~in+-

25 THE COURT: What other possible punishments are 
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00 
.,~ 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· l there to the offenses you're charged with? 

~ ' ' ~ , ~· 

0 •u .u ~"' L~~"'- '' 
0 
,p 3 for first degree murder punishment would be life without or 
0' 
00 4 life with. Then there are second degree. And then for the Ul 

<; -~'"--- ~oM~lt-v for t:hf' f'l of mv ~-F-Fon"= wo11lrl hF> 

6 robbery. That's a penalty for robbery is one to 15 years. 

7 And if there's a weapon, that's doubled. It would be two to 

8 30 for .y. And grand larceuy penalty would be one to 

9 tei1 years. 

10 THE COURT: So if you happened to be convicted of 

ll all of the offenses you're charged with, what is the 

.. , 
~ ~'-Y yuu LC L ,, 
13 THE DEFENDANT: It would be the death penalty 

l4 would be the maximum. 

, <= 'T'Ut:' T ;~ ~=~H+-u 'On+- ,,,h~+- ~1 

16 would be the potential penalties? 

l7 THE DEFENDANT : It could be life without. 

18 THE COUI'- '· No I nn':ierstand that's what miaht 

l9 happen with regard to the first degree murder case. But 

20 what is the maximum that could be imposed by the jury and 

2l the court 1'? 

22 THE DEFENDANT: What is the maximum penalty? 

23 THE COURT: For all the offenses. 

~· ' ~' ' :t >Qy 

25 death penalty is the maximum. 
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00 
~" 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: I understand that. But, you know, for 

2 ~ ' t-1- A. -~ -' ·' ~L "" ~ .L 

0 "'TT --y ::J' "'7' 

0 
3 but it might go away somehow. ,p 

0' 
00 
0' 

4 THE DEFENDANT: That wouldn't be the maximum. You 

5 ,,,,-..,1 il have to ,-.h,,-.,,, vour ~ .. ~~+:ion to what "'""l il be thP 

6 minimum, because the maximum would be the death penalty. 

7 THE COURT: You think you would get the death 

8 penalty for robbery? 

-y 'l'HJ> ~~· : ~' for that, tor the ~ -1' you 

10 get one to 15 years. I think I just said, I'll say it 

11 again. For robbery, one to 15 years. If it's with a 

' ~ ... " -... .... .1-. 1 -' ' r 
·~ ~~ ~ v 1' ~~~- • 

13 Grand larceny, I also said earlier, grand larceny is one to 

14 ten years. 

l <; 1'HF! ': llnil ;~ +-h"t- vr>nr t-nt-"1 nr>ccihlo 

16 sentence? 

17 THE DEFENDANT: Total possible sentence for 

18 ·, yes. 

19 THE COURT: For all the charges that you're 

20 charged with. 

«J. H1r:. Lmr n: ur Lney can run :lveJ.y. 

22 The robberies can run consecutively. For three robbery 

23 charges, or offenses, they could run consecutively or 
..,, 

- ... 1 7\ ,A ... , • "' " .L 
~- ~.- J •J ~.-

25 judge for sentencing on the jury for the robbery. 

. 

. 
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00 
'" ~ 

:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: What are the potential pleas available 

2 ... ~l- ,.,_ 
.~ 

0 " -~ 

0 3 THE DEFENDANT: Potential pleas is guilty, not ,p 
0' 
00 
---.1 

4 guilty, guilty but insane, or the Alford plea. I think 

5 there's fiVe nlP;,C>, And no ,..,-mt-pqr would make the fifth 

6 one. 

7 THE COURT: And what are the possible defenses 

8 that are available to you? 

--,- THJ;:; lJJ;:;~ .. : r'OSS~O.Le ror --wnaE crime? 

10 THE COURT: The crimes you're charged with. 

11 THE DEFENDANT: For what offenses? What's that? 

1 ~ n ·'"' <0. ·-·'·' _, .; -~ 

13 THE COURT: For the crimes you're charged with. 

14 THE DEFENDANT: Possible defense for someone --

--,--;; let me let me find out if I "'h,-,nl r1 di rp,-.t- it- t-r-. me '- '"'Q 

16 or should I direct it to somebody else. 

17 THE COURT: You can do it in the abstract. 

18 THE lJt:;~· ' : Yeah, I'll do it in the abstract 

19 It's better. For defending, can have the defense as that 

20 he's not the perpetrator, somebody else is. Or depending 

"'-'- WHctl- l-HC: Hctl-Lt.L"' U.L H.LO> C:ctO>C: Lb, ll<= C:ctH ilaVe t:ilat: or 

22 an alibi defense. If he has an alibi defense, he can go 

23 with that. 

~A u. ·' _, -· ' . ' ,_ _, 
~--~ -· 

25 some. 
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00 ":<7 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: Do you think that, do you think the 

~ A -' '" ' ~ ~ ' '' _,_, ' .L' ' -~ -~ 

0 'T 

0 
3 THE DEFENDANT: If it's eligible to me? ,p 

0' 
00 4 THE COURT: Do you understand -- what are the 
00 

5 rules with ~~~~~" to alibi 1se? 

6 THE DEFENDANT: An alibi rule? That would be the 

7 174 dot 087. That is you have to give a written notice 

8 within ten days before the trial if you are going to have an 

:T aTI:IJT. ~. wnat: cnerurerequ- :res. And that --

10 THE COURT: Were you finished? 

11 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. I'll say it again, if you 

·~ .L 

13 THE COURT: No, I only need you to say whatever 

14 you want to say once. Just tell me when you're through. 

1 "' """ 'Q~Q vnn ,,,~nt- t-n t-~ll m<> ~hnnt- t-h~t-

16 might be available to someone charged with these offenses? 

17 THE DEFENDANT: No, those are, I'm comfortable 

18 with tellinq vou those def<>nQ<>c;, those avail~hl"' 

19 THE COURT: Do you understand that if I were to 

20 grant your motion to represent yourself that I' it's 

~.L Q.l:><..;.LC: .L Sl: :.L ( uo you 

22 understand that? 

23 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. Were you finished? 

~. ~·~ " 

25 THE DEFNEDANT: I thought you were stopping in an 
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m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 jncomplete sentence. I heard you stop at standby counsel. 

~ ~' "" "~ 
,, 

T '"'~ ~ '" > i t- i neT i T "'"''' ,,,oro 
(J 

~ 3 done. 
0' 
00 4 THE COURT: Do you understand that by speaking in 
<[) 

5 i c '~ete sentences or colloquialisms that the aVCLC<'oj<= 

6 person would understand and must reopuau immPc\iately. In 

7 the courtroom you can't question me in front of the jury. 

8 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, colloquially I can pick it 

9 up. But I you upas~= ~~ youL~ "' ::,o 

10 that's why I was waiting. 

11 But run that sentence by me one more time about 

,, 

13 THE COURT: The question as the court reporter has 

14 written it is: "Do you understand that if I were to grant 

1 o:; vrmr mr>t- i r>n t- r> '"Pnr vr>1lr,.Plf ~ I it's discreti,-,n~n• 

16 whether I appoint standby counsel? Do you understand that?" 

17 In other words, do you understand that it 1 s 

18 discret with me whether I LnC SC, lL ror 

19 you? 

20 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, by all means I understand 

.<.!. l:ilal: you IlctVe L!le U.LbCLC:L..LU!l • 

22 THE COURT: Do you understand that if I were to 

23 appoint standby counsel, they would not be required to 

-'· c '~'"' 
_, .. t-\- , -···" 

" ·~ 

25 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I understand. 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 

2 ..., 
0 

0 3 ,p 
0' 
<D 4 
0 

5 

6 

7 

8 

" 
10 

11 

'..., 

13 

14 

1 " 

16 

17 

18 
' 

19 

20 

4.1. 

22 

23 

'1A 

25 

-oo 

THE COURT: And that they are not required to 

.; ,., ,; t-' 1 ,, 
-'· ·' -~ 

~ ' -J 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I understand. 

THE COURT: By understanding that, do you 

understand you can't later sav that ber"'"''"' thev didn't t-.>11 

you what you "hnn1rl do or because they didn't give you the 

right advice on how to represent yourself, you can't 

complain to the Supreme Court? 

TH!!: ~~· : 'Yes, I ~stand. 

THE COURT: What is the time frame within which to 

file an appeal of your conviction? 

'PUD " '"' ~-

THE COURT: If you were to be convicted. 

THE DEFENDANT: Me, the person me? 

THF. ' : . 
·~ Wh" rlrm' I" ""'" -; n" r rln i r 

THE DEFENDANT: Let's do the abstract. 

THE COURT: That's fine. 

THE u,;~· u': If a is facinq a """"t-h 

penalty, that person, it,s an automatic appeal for that 

person. But any other, if it wasn't that person, that 

~ Wet"' llVL ccne .cy, 1.1: De Wl.Chl.n 

30 days from the judgment. 

THE COURT: Mr. Vanisi, why do you think you 

'·=f- t- ,; ,,-1 t- _,_ _,, ,_, _, 
-~ ' 1 

THE DEFENDANT: That's an abstract question. 
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00 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 

2 '> 

0 
0 3 ,p 
0' 
<D 4 
1-' 

5 

6 

7 

8 

;r 

10 

11 

' '> 

13 

14 

1 <; 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

.<J. 

22 

23 

..,A 

25 

'"' 

me some time. 

'"'" ' ·" -'· 
_, 

"' I 

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, I came up with a lot of 

reasons, but I'll just give you one. Yeah, it's in my best 

interests to myself. 

THE COURT: Why? 

THE DEFENDANT: Because for tactical reasons. For 

tactical reasons. 

'l'Hloi : YOU •Q•=··~ 1:11aC one C5Ycne 

tactical reasons that you're going to lose is the right to 

raise certain issues on appeal? 

"'"~ "'~ v. T -· -~ 
,_ . ' ' . -' ., 

·~ ·~ 

those. 

THE COURT: I can't think of a tactical reason why 

it' R in vn11r h<est in· "' 
THE DEFENDANT: You can't? 

THE COURT: No. 

THE U!oil:'" n': Hmmm. Let me see if I can make 

you understand why you can. 

MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, I object. It's his 

J.J. He LepL .. J. '- ""' nas t:ac 

reasons, I don't think we should be sharing that with the 

prosecutor and this packed courtroom. I think the Court 

> "' ··' ' '; ·"' --"- ~- ~- -• n. ,, -- --
-.. 

153 and Faretta. 253, sorry. 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: I can't think of a tactical reason 

~ ~ p'--p '~ •.• ~ .. 1 " " -~ 
.. c,~ "· ~··' ~'- .~ ' 

0 --,-

0 3 may create a disruption of the court, ,p which is a basis to 
0' 
<D 4 deny his request. Except 
10 

that it may cause a delay in the 

5 ·1 i 'lQS, which is a basis for "'· ·i.nq his 

6 Except tliat:Lt could cause .... ty problems, because of 

7 your prior disruptive behavior. All those reasons are 

8 reasons why I can deny your request to represent yourself. 

~ TWC~l'rr l':O youc:Tie .~u.Lty to "'""lc'"' 

10 yourself as the constitution guarantees, absent a legitimate 

11 reason to deny you that request. But if you are telling me 

, ~ .. ~' ' • 1 "' '' '' -~ 
I ... -.-

13 yourself is that you think you can delay the proceedings as 

14 you have today, and on prior occasions; if you think that 

1 <; V()ll ~' r h;,vp rn --,- "" t:h, -~i nn!'l r1 i ~~~t-1" "r """ 

16 think it will give you an opportunity to argue with the 

17 Court or belittle the court system, all of those reasons are 

1B reasons to deny your request. 

19 I do not want to get into the tactical decision of 

20 a witness being, a particular witness's cross-examination 

.G.L L.U :Od.Y L.lldL. .l.L yuu.L L.cH.: 1.:; L.llctL. yuu. WdllL. 

22 to violate a rule of law or an ethical consideration -- in 

23 other words, you want to put up perjured testimony that your 

~· ·- ·- - ·-" _, 
" -'· p' •• ' ,p' _, 

.1 " ' 

25 inappropriate and improper for me to grant your request. 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 

~ 
1 

0 
0 
,p 3 
0' 
<D 4 w 

c; 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

.L.< 

13 

14 

' "' 

16 

17 

1 fl 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

A') 

When I say I can't think of a tactical reason, I 

' r . " ' . ~ . 
" --y = ~UD C-LOH, C- DUH<t: 

circumstance, even if it doesn't relate necessarily to your 

defense, some tactical reason that would be of benefit to 

vrm t- h" t- ; " nnt- Cl; "rnnH ""' t- n t- hP T •~nnl Cl hP 

than glad to hear it. 

THE DEFENDANT: Let me tell you that what you are 

sayinq is incorrect. With all due ., Your Honor I am 

not~toCIO~ tFiii'igS--wFiiCil you had "'n' .cea, such 

as putting up a perjured witness up there or delaying court 

time. Those are not, you're coming -- I will have to say on 

Lllt: Lt:CCULU yuu Lt: ct LLLLLt: ULL Lllt:Lt:, UUU':J<=• 

But my intention when I say tactical reasons 

always has been for the pure interest for upholding the law 

~--' '""'-~ '"'+-J.. +-J..~ ro~ .. ~+- -~ .. ~~ +-~ ~~=~"= ,_ , -~ "· 
disorderly conduct. 

So yeah, if you're not so, you are incorrect when 

vou sav I'm doina this to delav I'll be on Sent 

7. I will be ready September 7. 

Now you were speaking in the abstract. I didn't 

r.11uw you were h~ntlng, l guess, covercly that you are 

denying? You are denying my motion? Because that is the, 

through your abstract speech I kind of got it that you 

. " ' ' .• :t "':J ' J >- v C-Ut: Lt:~ULU 

that I am not, I'm not -- I'm not delaying time. 
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m 
~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 

~ " (J 

~ 3 
0' 
<D 4 ,p 

5 

6 

7 

8 

~ 

10 

11 

,.., 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

.O.L 

22 

23 

"~ 

25 

4~ 

ready on September 7. 

T ,-1, 
' ' ; .~ "' ,.0, . '" ; ~- ,1 A ,; ', -~ -. 

the constitutional or the court law or any law. My pure 

intention of a tactical decision, it's just as I said first 

was it was in my best interest. And that's why I want to 

represent rny""'l.f, because it's in my best interest to pose 

as myself as a person who litigates for himself. 

So, now, you have to make me understand, Judge, 

.L a.Lc..,,,e w.Lc:n you. :::;o we nave 1:0 sc:r. out 

this discrepancy. Are you denying my motion? 

THE COURT: I haven't ruled on your motion. 

"'"'"' T "' .~' 

what is that? 

THE COURT: I have not ruled on your motion. 

THE ': Oh okav. 

THE COURT: Do you think that one of the things 

you can do is raise motions that have already been raised 

and ruled upon by the Court? 

THE DEFENDANT: Are you trying to see if I play 

games in any -- no, I don't. 

.LDC. ' L'V, .L WC<HL. L.V "-HVW .L.L j' VU -~~~-.~ 

that one of the issues that you would like raised was a 

legal argument that double jeopardy attached in this case. 

m, ,_, l- r1 ,-1; ; >h ... -· "' ,, ,,-1 . 
you have had discussions with me with regard to that. 
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A A 

Do you think if you were representing yourself 

-'- ,_ - ,_, 
1 "' -=- ~u ~~ u~~~ ~u '"~"~ <Uu ~--yDUL 

counsel has told you -- not just that one. I'm not talking 

about that one specifically, but other motions that your 

~nnnc;pl t-.olrl vou woulrl DP ;n, '"t-"' """t-hou ••• nn't- rile? 

Is that the point of representing yourself? 

THE DEFENDANT: No. The point of representing 

, 1 f is to behave and to with the iustice system 

and to _ ~ with your, with the court ri..ileSand comport 

with this rule, and just to obey the commandments that are 

expected of me and to represent myself along those 

' 

"" 
L.LU~o, uu~ ~u ULL ~uu~o~ c L-U -Y 

in a muddle. I don't, I don't plan on raising any of those 

arguments that I have already argued in this court. I am 

~m•<n~ nn 

THE COURT: Do you understand if I do allow you to 

represent yourself I will not allow you any more movement in 

the courtroom than you were allowed Louslv? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, just put it on the record to 

wl;tere I can stand and not stand. As long as you put it on 

tne recora cnac 1, tnat you, cnac cne court me to 

conduct 

fine, if 

_, 

a fair trial standing as I am as a statute. That's 

that's how you want to do it. Just put it on the 

THE COURT: Is that your issue, that you want to 
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have more freedom of movement around the courtroom and you 

-~ ~ 
,_ ,__,_, ~ '·' _, .~ ' -~ .~ 

'7 

THE DEFENDANT: I think we should all just be 

silly and handcuff and belly chain those two guys and we all 

stand tooe+-hor, and have a trial like that. That's what I 

WoUidtFliilk. 

But I don't think that way, and I think the 

constitution allows me the law, or the standard of justice 

!fie 1:0 '-'""''"' ve J11ST as c:neprosecution 

behave. If they are allowed to walk in the center, I would 

like to stand in the center and give an argument from that 

' -~ 

THE COURT: So is that the reason you want to 

represent yourself is because you want to be released from 

rh<> r"'"'"~~--:; ~,.~ rh;,r vnn c.r<>ro ~1 ~~=-' in? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, that's frivolous. That's a 

frivolous, that's a frivolous -- no. That's not my 

l. . 

THE COURT: Well, you understand that even if I 

grant your request I will not change any of the security 

ru.tes ·~ your res . ( 

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. I understand if you are 

going to, you are going to do what you're going to do and 

T1 . ' • ' _, 
• ' ·' 1 

_, 
'1 '. ·-" " .. ' _, _, 

-., "" ~ ~ 

prosecution behaves. 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Stanton, do you have any 

2 ? ,-,,.,.,,_ i """' t-h;,t- vrm "''""l II t-h"'t- --~~ ' ' -~ 

0 ~ 

0 3 MR. STANTON: Yes, briefly, Your Honor. In ,p 
0' 
<D 4 Subsection 1 
-....] 

of Rule 253 there is an indication about 

5 whether or not the inquiry by the District Court reveals 

6 whether the '" has consul ted with his ctJ?p ;,.,,_=rl 

7 counsel to discuss the consequences of self representation. 

8 One thing I've noticed about Mr. Vanisi, not only 

--:7 .J.H uuo ,, u u '- .1. a '"Y -~~ V L l.ll'o' L ct C l. :0 cmrr -..:Tie 

10 interview by police with Mr. Vanisi, is he takes everything 

11 very literally. And your initial question to him was: Did 

1 ? h= IIi"~""" ,,; t-h hi a ~"'"'""'l t-h<> -~ -~ ·-' _, -,_ ' "1 

13 I would ask maybe if, since Mr. Vanisi's 

14 interpretation of that might be so literal as to just the 

15 narrow of the Ol-'"'"t- i_on .• 1- ,,_'h~~ or not-. he has 

16 discussed fairly or completely with his current counsel the 

17 ramifications, all the ramifications that 253 outlines. 

.U::S "l'H.I:!; ·: ·.l'na~ .• ~.:~on ot Mr. Stanton is one 

19 that, of course, the Court has also observed both today and 

20 in prior hearings. And I am concerned that, although I 

~- .L -L T . ' -' -' ,,, , , uUU .!. 0> L;VHL<=UL.' 

22 that perhaps Mr. Vanisi did not understand my question. I'm 

23 going to take the suggestion from Mr. Stanton as well taken. 

?4 Mr V"nisi T h""" "nnrhPr n="+-i~,., -F~~ "~" U· 

25 you discussed Rule 253 with your current appointed counsel? 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I have discussed 253. 

~ ') 'J'J;>R .. J.T;,uo t-hou 1-;,lk-ori t-r> "''" ;,nrl ovnl~inorl 

0 
0 3 to you what all the possible consequences are in their mind ,p 
0' 
<D 4 as 
00 

to yourself representation under Rule 253? 

5 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, they've given me some 

b ~ 

7 THE COURT: Do you feel like you have had ample 

8 opportunity to talk to them about that? 

" ~ ..--,- -r= . 

10 THE COURT: And have they told you some of the 

11 things that might happen to you if you proceeded with self 

1 ') 't-"'t-inn? 

13 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

14 THE COURT: Have they told you some negative 

l5 ~aswerra:s]:)OSitiVe? 

16 THE DEFENDANT: They have told me --

17 THE COURT: Don't tell me the specific advice that 

H:l tney ve gl.ven you. l::IUt nave tney to.La you u"'':!"'~.1.Ve as we.L.L 

19 as positive? 

20 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, they've told me what the 

~· ~' ~ ~' ~ L _, 

22 THE COURT: And you told me before that you think 

23 the most egregious negative side would be, in fact, you 

')Ll '''"" 1 rl h<> : ~t-=rl r>f fi r<'t- ~"~"'=r ;,n.-l ~=~+- t-r> 

25 the penalty of death? 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, that's the, the penalty 

2 2 would be death 
0 

0 3 THE COURT: You understand that's the ultimate end ,p 
0' 
<D 4 if the 
<D 

worst had happened, and it could happen because you 

5 made a tactical decision that an attorney would not have 

b maaet 

7 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. I think I answered this 

8 question. 

"'· 
_, 

~-~ 
:r~ -~, ~--== --r -waw.. c.v 

10 make sure. 

11 THE DEFENDANT: It's the same question. It would 

12 be the same ,.,.,,.,.,,.,.. I am AwArP 

13 THE COURT: All right. Anything further, 

14 Mr. Stanton? 

15 MR. """'"'TUN : No, not from the~ Of the 

16 guidelines set forth in 253, other than the findings of fact 

17 that the Court, I believe, needs to make relative to 

.1.0 "' • .cvu .c auu " "-.l.VU ~, 

19 I do have a couple of bits of evidence that I 

20 would like to offer to the Court in its consideration 

"' .L ,,,., " ,_,_ .; -··- ~ -~ 

22 THE COURT: All right, thank you. Mr. Bosler and 

23 Mr. Gregory, do either of you have any suggested questions 

24 that VOU >-1-d nlr the f"'m•rt- Ah01!l cl inqui rP Of VOllr rl il'>nt". t".h,t". 

25 I have not? 
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m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 MR. GREGORY: None by the defense, Your Honor. 

~ nC -'· (J ~ .. ~, J~~. 

~ 3 THE COURT: Then with regard to your request to 
---.1 
0 4 put on evidence/ Mr. Stanton? 0 

s MR STANTON· Your there's a rnnn1<> rhinnc 

6 I would like to --

7 MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, I'm going to need to 

8 r<>nn<>st a five-minute recess, if I minht- have it. 

9 THE : Well, it is close to noon. 

10 MR. GREGORY: I'm an old man, I sorry, but I need 

11 that five minutes. 

L~ "'"~ . L w~~a ~ ~~ ~CLL .lf~~ L W~OH ~ 

13 going to give you a recess. I was going to maybe recess the 

14 case so everyone could have their lunch hour. 

1 " 1-1,-,,., 1 ,-,n.-. r1,-, vrm rhi nk- """ wi 11 h<> Mr C::r~nt-,-,n 

16 with your evidence? 

17 MR. STANTON: Just a couple minutes, Your Honor. 

18 One of the thinqs I would like to advise the Court is the 

19 videotape that we have. 

20 THE COURT: All right. Then we will take a short 

~.t J:or Mr. ~L~,~LJ· ~~~L¥ ~s ~n L ; . 

22 (A recess was taken.) 

23 THE COURT: Thank you. Please be seated. 

"· ~~ 'J , 

25 MR. STANTON: Your Honor, I have a couple things 
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~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 for the Court as far as I believe possibly evidence. One is 

2 2 the defendant's motion. I'm iting not from his 
0 

0 3 ritten mot~on, but what was the '-YJJ<=u version mirroring 
,p 
-....] 

4 his handwritten motion for self representation. 0 
I-' 

5 On page two, line 15 through 16, there is an 

0 'L- .L UH 1.) f <'<L , V CUH b .L "" "''-"''-"" cne I:Ol.l.OWlng: 

7 "The law is not my forte. The realm of science is my 

8 strength." 

D T .1" -; ·""' "' " . ' 
"' ~u 

10 represent to the Court that during the course of the 

11 investigation of this case, there is some independent 

12 ="' that i n rl PPrl wrm l rl 't-" that ~,_,,_ In 

13 Mr. Vanisi's possession was a backpack that was taken into 

14 evidence, still is in evidence. And the sole textbook or 

T5' that was 1n that wasa~or 

16 post-graduate level book on electrical engineering. 

17 In addition, a vast majority of the witnesses that 

"n " . ' -' -' ·" . 
j,'L.LUL L-U ~HC 

19 murder of Sergeant Sullivan confirmed that indeed Mr. Vanisi 

20 spoke frequently of scientific issues, scientific theories; 

?1 ;,nil w"nl..-1 'j-p t-h;,t- ; -' -' rh"'t- ~--~~1,.- +-1--.o+- T ~=~•< ·" 
22 was not a prop or had some other purpose, but indeed was in 

23 fact one resource that Mr. Vanisi read on a frequent basis. 

24 As I stated ·-Lousl v it is cert~'~lv a 

25 tte .Leve.L book and posslb.Ly even post-~L 
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on electrical engineering. 

'T'ho -1.- ~io~o ~F ouirlo~~o io ~ uirlo~+-~~= v~ 

Honor, a videotape that has been provided to defense 

counsel, along with numerous other videotapes that have been 

!JLucluced by the Washoe r-~"TJ.ty Sheriff's Office at various 

orr Times ~ ling Mr. v S ucuavior in the 

Washoe County jail. 

Specifically the videotape that I have in my hands 

-rs- -a -vraeuc-ap<= ~-was- -or >VIr. -van.Ls.L on J"lay tl, .LOJOJ::J, 

while he was being transported from the Washoe County jail 

to the Nevada State Prison. This is as a result of an 

;~~irlo~+- t-h~t- t-ho -"- ·'<'<'•= ~FFi~= n1r~~~roln ..,~~ ~~11 rO 

on, based upon the allegation that Mr. Vanisi failed to 

comply with various different orders and was disruptive on 

hls tier 

In this videotape, and this tape is cued to a 

particular section of Mr. Vanisi. What you see ln this 

.Ls tne u<'"'L<l.tor 1s nav.Lng a ~.Ld .Ln 

the front right passenger seat of the transport vehicle. 

Mr. Vanisi is in the back and the camera is being shot 

' ' 
~~- ~~· 

The audio is on. And Mr. Vanisi is speaking 

non-stop, constantly during this transport. 

1"\F n~t-o in t-hio t-~~o io =~~o -o ~~r1o 1-.u 

Mr. Vanisi relative to his --
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1./l 
1-'· 1 MR. GREGORY: I'm going to object to the 

~ 2 sneci Fi ,..;_tv I don't mind him lavina a Fn, :ion hnt-_ T'm 
(J 

~ 3 going to object to the introduction of this tape in general 
---.1 
0 4 and I 
w 

don't want the Court affected by his argument. 

5 MR. STANTON: I'm not sure how to respond to 

6 S ODJeCtJ.On. lt tne oDJectJ.on J.s tne ,.;J.on, I 

7 certainly can lay a foundation. We are at a position now 

B where the defendant has made a motion to represent himself 

7 ~" a ~a!-'~~a~ ~aoc. 

10 Of interest, or the guidelines of Rule 253 

11 indicate several things for this Court to consider, as does 

1? t-hP Trmk-Rl PV rr<RP 10\nrl "" t-hP ~t-r<t-P hr<R nnt-linPrl in it-R 

13 response, that the proper denial according to Tanksley for a 

14 motion for self representation is one that's made for 

15 purposes of rle>lr<v or for disrupting the judicial lS 

16 I think Mr. Vanisi's comments on May B, 1999, 

17 during his transport speak directly potentially to those 

.LO ' . .L ~Ud.~ d..L.L '-'"' .ucu wnecner 

19 or not this motion is granted or not, and that all the 

20 issues that the Nevada Supreme Court has set forth be 

·"' _, .... 

22 MR. GREGORY: If I might? 

23 THE COURT: When Mr. Stanton is through. 

24 MR <::TlH.T'I'n~T: I'm done Your T rlnn' t- knnw 

25 what the objection is. If it's foundational, I can 
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1./l 
1-'· 1 certainly address that by calling the author of the 

~ ? vi r'l~>nt- r~nP t-n ."lr>v it-'" "' true and ~ •t;e COPY. lv I 
(J 

~ 3 don't see how that can be a legitimate objection at this 
-....] 
0 4 juncture under these circumstances. 
,p 

5 THE COURT: Mr. Gregory? 

6 MR. : res, rour . Tne TanKsiey c.:cto<= 

7 makes it clear that pretrial activity in the courtroom is 

8 relevant to this decision. Not while he's being transported 

~ -~ " ' ' " V.L ""' ...,- --=====r -~~ 
,, ~.., .J 

10 This man's behavior has been impeccable over a 

11 year in this courtroom. And I believe Mr. Stanton has 

1? mi ~ t- hP C'" ""' 
~L were talkinn "hnnt- us hearinaR 

13 pretrial hearings that occurred under the Tanksley 

14 situation. OVer and above that, Mr. Tanksley had a 

15 ·~~" iSsi..le. T don't hP i_eve we have that li1tllls 

16 case. 

17 But as far as whether it's relevant, his mumblings 

.ll:l 1n cne Ol: a VeillCC.LC no HC 0 -~ <...L -- ·'-"'U <..V ••c 

19 Nevada State Prison, I would object to that under Tanksley. 

20 THE COURT: Are you objecting to the foundation? 

--~ T r1~ ~~+- ~h~o~t- +-~ t-ho "~"~r1~+-<~ 

22 I'm objecting to the relevancy for these proceedings. 

23 THE COURT: The exhibit will be marked by the 

?4 rl prk A 

25 MR. STANTON: Your Honor, would the '-vu.cc. want me 
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1./l 
1-'· respond to Mr. Gregory's relative 

~ 
1 to arguments to relevancy? 

(J " -rc '~ . ·~~ . 
~ 3 MR. STANTON: Your Honor, I don't read Tanksley, 
-....] 
0 and specifically Rule 253, Subsection reading from 253, 
Ul 4 1 --

" "'"" 1 
~ .. Q~· 11 'T'hP ni,t-rirr f'nnrr'" :ion of the 

6 defendant should reveal that the defendant appears to 

7 understand the nature of the proceedings . " 

8 I don't read the intent of Rule 253 taken in its 

9 entirety to say that this Court OniY e• and makes 

10 findings of fact based upon the defendant's appearance in 

11 court alone. To borrow Mr. Gregory's logic, the following 

. , ·'- ·'- -'· ~. -'· 
.u resu.1.1 , •~ c.u~ wc.ac.c uau 

13 was attempting to delay the proceedings or to disrupt the 

14 proceedings by self representation and that evidence was 

r _, _, .,., ~f' t-ha ~~" ~=~-~-~ rhPn fnll .~ ~~ 

16 that logic, that would never be admissible. 

17 MR. GREGORY: No, that's not the point I was 

1 A mC~kina 

19 THE COURT: Mr. Gregory, please don't interrupt. 

20 MR. GREGORY: Thank you, Your Honor. 

21 MK • "'~.RNTUl~ : 1 don' t bel Hove t.Ile .l.llc.cuL or .< "-' or 

22 what Tanksley says is for this Court to evaluate the 

23 demeanor and the intent of the defendant being restricted to 

. . , . - '- .... "' , .. ' "" ~ll"C:UU.t.l. r- '. . ' 

25 rambling dissertation on a number of different topics, but 
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1-'· 

~ 
1 there is one precise -- actually, several precise areas in 

"L "~ ~ ", +-'-' 
(J ~ c:nere- W ll<' L <' !'!L , -~ 

~ 3 trial, causing multiple mistrials, that he wants to have a 
~ 
0 

mistrial this case going into the year 2000. All those 
0' 4 of 

c _, ' T t-hinlr "'"'"' nr<>r-i c<>lv what Tanlr<tl_ev savs that if a 

6 denial of self representation is made, it can properly be 

7 made if the Court makes a determination that this request is 

R fnr r"he nn· of delay or disrupting the judicial process. 

9 I think that's what it speaKS to. 

10 THE COURT: Mr. Gregory? 

11 MR. GREGORY: Well, the Court has already admitted 

12 that VlucvL~l"'c. 

13 THE COURT: No, I didn't. 

14 MR. GREGORY: Oh, you haven't? I'm sorry, I 

. -' 
_c;o '"-'""' 

16 THE COURT: I said it would be marked. 

17 MR. GREGORY: Fine. We've made our objections. 

,Q Tt-'o n~ rPl '!'hi" m"n's uinr I re.i t- ~ate, has 

19 been impeccable since this case first came into this 

20 courtroom. He had five days when he was in trial. He 

21 ~<n-'lo-'l his B. He's v~~ :urn. He' t< J?dl.U 

22 respect and courtesy to this Court. 

23 There is nothing that is relevant about how he 

,_ 
'" ' " ~'± aCtS J.ll ct J<U.C b.Cl-Uctl-J.Vll VL wa~ 

25 the Nevada State Prison which can predict -- that's what 
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1-'· 

~ 
1 they want you to do, predict some future conduct on his 

. n.'' ' -" ·"' (J 2 part. Her-s- allb <ITT yvu~ 'iu~ 

~ 3 he's going to follow the rules, He's going to behave 
---.1 
0 
---.1 4 himself. He's not going to delay anything. He wants to go 

• -' , 1 n 7 
~ 

6 I don't understand why they're trying to infect 

7 this Court with this display in this van other than to 

Q nrP~ nil i r-p rh i " C<'"~+- aaainst Mr. Vanisi. 

9 THE COURT: Mr. Gregory, oo· Ly you are at an 

10 advantage. You have seen this videotape. For some reason 

11 you think I'll be prejudiced if I hear what he says. I 

,_ . ... 
12 don't ' J. ilc<' '"" C """" .L L , 

-'- UUil •J 

13 it. However --

14 MR. GREGORY: There's another --

~N~~ "· <<' M~ V"'nll>l h"" m,_np 
.l'=> ... 
16 statements as to his intent in self representation, that 

17 would become relevant to the Court's determination. It is 

.n ~~1 a1u hi!'< hAh~u< ~~ within the Cot but his 

19 set. If he's made statements that show me what his intent 

20 is, his statements are relevant. 

?1 MR GK,.GUIC{: Tn~s nas nO' CO QO W~Lil il.Lb 

22 intention to represent himself, Your Honor. This happened 

23 when the Court ordered him transported on a Saturday. That 

24 wasn · t even ""' .1.ssue: d'- ~,.~ ~,;_., ', ·'- ·1-d ' ~ "1 

25 prior to this man being on medication. 
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1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: Wait a minute, Mr. Gregory. You told 

~ ' ~ .L Mo "· ' .1 -'· 
(J ~ "'~ L< -· 
~ 3 told me he decided January 16, 1998 that he wanted to 
---.1 
0 4 represent himself. So it was an issue on May 8, 1998. It 
00 

<:; Wi'lR in his mind at lo;,cl-

6 MR. GREGORY: Well, the issue at the time --

7 THE COURT: Are you arguing the motion or is this 

8 all with J.<:::':Jct.Ld to Exhibit A? 

9 MR. :y: emeT 

10 THE COURT: Is this all about the admissibility of 

11 Exhibit A on relevance? 

' ·'--
.L.O "'~- ' 

13 understand what the status is. At the time he was seeking 

14 to have us removed from the case, I believe. He was not on 

1 " 
~orH~,,_;~n ,,h;~h he'" n"''' T -~' • 1• the ("',-, •rt- to t.rlkP into 

16 consideration some activities that occurred outside the 

17 courtroom is highly prejudicial to this Court's ultimate 

18 dec.i Ri on whether or not Mr ""nici will 1ct himself in a 

19 proper manner if he represents himself. 

20 The State is in effect asking this Court to 

~.L ,~~~ .cc rucure c.:uw.tucc on cne pare or t•t.L. vcut.L".L. "-llU 

22 there's nothing, there is absolutely nothing he has done in 

23 this courtroom over the past year-and-a-half which reflects 

'- ' ~ . ' _, .L ' . ,, 
~~ L ,. ., •:r -· -· 
25 himself a nuisance. 
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C:Q 

. 

With that, Your Honor, we would object to the 

_, _, ~,_ ''"'· -~ ., ~.-

THE COURT: The right to represent one's self is a 

fundamental right guaranteed by the constitution. The Court 

is required to make inquiry, and I do not ho l i<>vP thnt. 

inquiry is limited to observation within the courtroom. If 

there is some other evidence relevant, that is relevant to 

the defendant's intent and motive for the request, it's 

~"'- upon me to J.nvest~,=~~ tnat t =v. --rt I were 

to fail to investigate that evidence thoroughly, I believe 

that I would be in derogation of my duty. 

~" " -, , "' 
, ', ~ 

<<= La~~ ~ 

think his statements are relevant, Exhibit A is admitted for 

purposes of today's hearing. 

With ~· ·~ ·.-1 tn tche mRcli C"i'lr. i m M~ "~"~ 

client told me that he was on medication on May 16, up 

through May 16. He didn't get any medication after that, 

and 't get any mPclir.ation in June until Julv 16 Now 

you're telling me he was not on any medication? 

Do you have a record of his medication? 

1'1"'- • : .L UU llUL, LULU -. He startea 

his lithium last Wednesday or Thursday, I believe, at the 

direction of Dr. Thienhaus. Is that the way it's 

'~ T "' -,_ . ~ .. _, _, 

"' -,-"' .• 

asked him again if the doctor would voluntarily provide that 
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1-'· 

1 medication, whether he had problems with it. The doctor 

~ 
any 

. ·~ 
_, _, . ·' -~ ~ T ..., 

(J L. CL~~ LUOO.L U~ UOO.U "J 

~ 3 would provide lithium. These other medications I am not 
-....] 
I-' 
0 4 aware of. 

" 'T'H"R rmrn '1' • WP11 hPfnrP T C'>"n rule on the 

6 defendant's motion, I have to understand what Elavil and 

7 Risperdal and the combination of that with lithium does with 

8 ·" to his en~" That's been of concern to me. I 

9 ,. oLctHu that it m.,· "'''" outlliS mood and would him 

10 to talk to counsel better, but I don't know if it mellows 

11 him out to the point that he won't object or he won't 

. " " ... ' .LL. . 0 L ClllU. W llct L 0 U.L HC -~ 

13 tactical decisions. I have to have some more information on 

14 these drugs. 

, "' ~ 1 ·l- ,~,., T "~""' ~ 1 ~" •'" nnriPr"t- ;mrl inn ;,nr1 T 
-~ 

16 hear about drugs all the time, I do not have an expertise to 

17 understand what these drugs that he's getting and the levels 

1 R he's aettina. if this is the level how that :s him 

19 So, now that he's on the drugs, I think it's important for 

20 me to do a couple of thing. One, to figure out how those 

21 drugs a!!ect hlm·, and l! they are a!!ecc:lng rnm at. a.L.L wlc:n 

22 regard to competency and demeanor. That's incumbent upon me 

23 before we go forward with the trial anyway. 

. " . . '· -~ 

"'"' ., ~ ~"' 

25 determination whether or not it affects his ability to 

SIERRA NEVADA REPORTERS (775) 329-6560 
' I 3 '1' .. ' .I. 

2JDC04710 

AA00791



00 60 
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~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 represent himself. Again that's an area the Supreme Court 

~ -, • ·"' ·"' -l-,~T' ,, ' '~~ 
(J 

~ 3 I don't know if you want me to get -- if counsel 
---.1 
1-' 4 for the defense would prefer that I utilize the expert of 
1-' 

5 the -;ail physician by way of an open hearinq, the of 

6 Mr. Lynn by way of an open hearing; or, which may or may not 

7 be appropriate, and I certainly will allow counsel an 

8 opportunity to address it, an independent individual who 

9 glves cne ~v~•~ ~~··~~as co wnac .,. ao ln cne 

10 abstract. 

11 MR. GREGORY: Well, I have no objections to 

-, ,.,. T n- "'"' '" v. t. 
_,_ _, ->--· 

13 I'm not aware of, I'm not going to pass judgment on. But if 

14 the Court wants to have a hearing with Dr. Lynn or 

1 " Dr 'T'hi=nh,.na -- 'T'hiAnh"na is that the wav it's -~=.-'!? 

16 THE COURT: We are talking about the in-house 

17 physician at the jail? 

18 MR. : Yes, rna· am, Your ·, it certainly 

19 is. I want the record to reflect that Mr. Vanisi's decision 

20 to represent himself came a week or better before he was 

L:.L l..LL"l- ':j.LVCH .Ll.l-ll.LULLL. 

22 THE COURT: His statement to me is it came nine 

23 months before. 

'>A "'"' ~T~ ~T~ T t-hinlr h= "'"a ~~1lrin~ 

25 about the other medications. He wasn't talking about 
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lithium. 

··- , ' , , ' " -" 
"' . ' u -:1 

that he wanted to represent himself. 

MR. GREGORY: Well, Your Honor --

'l'HP. rrmP"' , C'lPrlrlv it Wrl!'< hPfOrP hP " 

getting the lithium. 

MR. GREGORY: Yes, that was the point I was 

~~lr;n~ 

THEC01JRT: Tilat S arr L.L:JH~, 

MR. GREGORY: When are we going to have this 

hearing and how much time are we going to utilize? 

"" " 
, 

"' •C ~HC ·~ UL 

time it takes for the physician to explain to me the 

ramifications of these drugs. And when we're going to have 

t-h~t- h=~~;n~ T ,-'1,n' t- lrn~'" 

Until your client just told me, nobody told me 

after the last hearing -- I didn't receive any information 

that he was even on druos I didn't know he was on anv 

drugs. I never knew that he was on other drugs other than 

the lithium. I didn't realize that previously. I didn't 

know he was gett1ng arugs than tne .L1 .Last 

spring. 

So in terms of when you can have the hearing, I 

' r.• -' -r ' r 

"' y "' 0 ' 

probably the physician who is actually giving him the drugs 
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1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 right now would be the appropriate physician. 

2 ~ ,.,, -> C· ,~ > '' ' 
. ,_ 

-~ 

0 ~ 

0 3 MR. GREGORY: Could ,p we try to have him here this 
---.1 
1-' 4 
w 

afternoon, Your Honor? 

5 THE COURT: Well I wrmlrl be more than alarl rn rrv 

6 and get him here as soon as I can. But we will move forward 

7 as quickly and expeditiously as we can. We have another 

8 hearing for Mr. Vanisi already scheduled tomorrow m~~nin~ at 

:T ten a.m. Il: we nave to use tnat tJ.me, we cancro--rt. We ve 

10 got lots of time set aside for Mr. Vanisi and we can make 

11 more. 

" ~ ~ T -" . ' ' ' 1 _, '- .• . , , .. , ·'" ~QhC. 

13 MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, if I might just for the 

14 Court's edification, Illinois versus Allen, which is a 1970 

1 t:; lin 1 tcPcl s· .~ "'' r<~n~+- case 

16 THE COURT: Do you have a cite? 

17 MR. GREGORY: Yes, Your Honor. 397 U.S. 337, 90 

18 i:>UJ Court 1057 at 1062; and 25 Law: Edition 2d 353 

19 1970. 

20 But it's cited in the Tanksley case. The language 

.<.L .L:> Gtt; l.U.L.LUW<;, UlcU.- ~11<0 Lt; VCLO A.L.Len case . .J.y 

22 explains the behavior will be considered disruptive, quote 

23 unquote, only if it is of an extreme and aggravated nature. 

..,, ,..,, 
~ 

25 I just wanted that on the record. And I thank the 
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1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 Court. 

2 ,., "'u" m> ,,_ rl. ,_ 1-- • ,_ -' -~ -~ 

0 
0 3 MR. GREGORY: It relates to the videotape and the ,p 
----1 
I-' 4 suggestion by the State that there might be some future ,p 

5 di -• ion. And that miqht be a basis ~ linn to t-h<>m 

6 for this Court to deny this man his categorical 

7 constitutional right to represent himself. 

8 THE COURT: And the record will be clear that the 

" LOn O:t: -~ A was not to ooserve cneae s 

10 demeanor or his disruptive behavior, if in fact there is 

11 disruptive behavior on that video. The purpose of admitting 
. 

' ~ D- ,, '> > " 
,_, 

~ • •• "' " 
~ -0 

13 with regard to his interest and intent. And those 

14 statements that he made on May 8 may well be relevant to his 

1 <; COl i nh•nt ·'rlPrinn his "t-" -~" t-,-, m<> rl- ,.h,-,nt-

16 the timing of his determination of wanting to self represent 

17 and bringing the issue before me one month before trial. 

18 Any --

19 MR. GREGORY: I'm sorry. Your Honor, I was going 

20 to ask if you have time this afternoon so that we could try 

.O.L l.U ':JC:l. l.llt: UVL'L.V.L .Lll l!t:.Lt: C<HU -r -" 

22 THE COURT: Are you going to take the lead in 

23 finding the doctor? I was going to have my staff take the 

'>A , 
. rl ' "' ,.,, ... rl 

25 MR. GREGORY: That's fine. They are going to pay 
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1./l 
1-'· 1 attention to your staff more than me, that's for sure. 

~ ~ ~·ut> ,..,, .~ 1 ' ·l-
' "'"' 1 

.f' 

(J 

~ 3 trial. We have a criminal justice committee which we are 
-....] 
I-' 4 all missing right now. We have the trial closing arguments 
Ul 

5 at 1:30 And I preJ:er to have t-h"""' ,.,, ,-,cd "'"' "'rn•· " 
6 completed before I take up Mr. Vanisi's, the continuation of 

7 Mr. Vanisi's hearing. 

8 So what I'm intending to do is ask the staff to 

!./ J.ocat:e t:ne pnysJ.cJ.an. l aon·c Know J.:C ne '~--~ "=> or 

10 days. I'm not exactly sure how long it will take us to find 

11 him, get him on the line and determine when he will be 

~ :1 .1-.1 ,.,, -~ ' '1 "' '"' 
_,_ 

"' ., -~ 

13 of this hearing and we want to get it resolved. 

14 Counsel, I assume you will be available to us 

1 'i ... 
16 MR. GREGORY: Absolutely. He doesn't have any set 

17 times, is my understanding at the jail. He also teaches at 

18 the university. That's where I was able to him. 

19 THE COURT: We will make every effort and get back 

20 to you as soon as we have him. 

.<.L ''"' . ; yuu., LUU..L . . 

22 THE COURT: Mr. Vanisi, that concludes the hearing 

23 for today. We will continue it until I have the additional 

~ -~' 
,.,, 

-~ ' ' 
25 (The hearing recessed from 12:25 to 3:15p.m.) 
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THE COURT: Thank you. Please be seated. 

r'~'ma~1 t-h~ ~~nrt- ~1crlr h~a hoon in <"'~nt-,.~1- ,,,it-h t-he ;,.;, 

personnel and has a physician present ready to testify 

today. Right? Dr. Thienhaus. If we can have Dr. Thienhaus 

come in, please? 

Doctor, we are going to have an i nrm i ry, but you 

are going to be under oath. I'll ask that the clerk swear 

you at this time. 

Ttl" . : t'.J.ease :r:-a~se your- :r:-~gn10 nana . 

(Ole Thienhaus was duly sworn.) 

THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated at the 

,, •t- ,., 

THE COURT: Okay. Counsel, the Court requested 

this additional information to determine the drugs and the 

effect of the that Mr V;m i .,; is ' _, Do vou wish 

to inquire? Mr. Gregory? 

MR. GREGORY: Absolutely not, Your Honor. 

THE ': Mr. stanton·: 

MR. STANTON: Yes, I do, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You may proceed. 

'.cv•• 

BY MR. STANTON: 

Q Doctor, could you please state your complete name, 

> 1 1 ' -Fi ,., 1 n"' oo -F~r t-ho ,-.~ -.-
A My name is Ole Thienhaus, spelled 0-l-e 
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~. 
1./l 
1-'· 1 T-h-i-e-n-h-a-u-s. 

~ A '-'· - 1 _, _,~ 

(J ~ 1 '1 "<" '1 

~ 3 A I am a psychiatrist. I'm employed by the 
---1 
I-' 4 University of Nevada School of Medicine as a professor of ---1 

5 osvch.i cttrv I consult at the W;;i'<h<"lP C'C>untv detPnt-inn 

6 facility as their consulting psychiatrist. 

7 Q How long have you been in the consulting capacity 

8 with the Washoe C'nnntv jail? 

9 A !t exactly one year now. 

10 Q How long have you been in the field of psychiatry? 

11 A Since 1980. So that's 19 years . 

_, . ~' _,, 
~ 1 

13 A Yes. 

14 Q And when were you certified? 

1 c; l>. 1 'lA~ 

16 Q In the State of Nevada? 

17 A No, that's a national certification as a 

18 PSYI tiatrist, in a sppri" Lty of icttry I'm lir<>nged to 

19 practice medicine in Nevada. 

20 Q Okay. Do you have any special licenses through 

.<.L c:ne <=>cace OL """vau.d < 

22 MR. GREGORY: Your Honor 1 I'll stipulate to the 

23 doctor's expertise, if that will help. 

~ ~'-'"' ...,Nm~ Al, ., 

25 MR. STANTON: I just want the record to reflect 
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m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 his educational background. 

~ v ·~ ~~~-~A>T. 

(J 

~ 3 Q Are you licensed by any entity in the State of 
-....] 
1-' 4 Nevada? 
00 

5 A Bv the c.-"' t-"' MPrl; ""l n. ·-' I'm li"Pn<lPrl to 

6 practice medicine and surgery in Nevada. 

7 Q And when did that occur, Doctor? 

8 A When I moved here, 1995. 

9 Q Pr~or to that t~me I m aSSl you _,., .. "''-' :in 

10 another state? 

11 A That is correct. 

·''" .L, ~ 
~~ ~ 

13 A It was in Ohio. 

14 Q Doctor, are you aware or familiar with the 

1 " 
lt: Riilo!':i Vilni!':i? 

16 A Yes, I am. 

17 Q And on what occasions have you had a professional 

18 occu: to come into contact with Mr. Vanisi? 

19 A I was asked to evaluate him at the county jail. 

20 The first tifne, I checked my records, was in September of 

..<J. 1."""· n1e .>v<-u UJ. u~>'' l.U l.Jto ~~""""-'Cl., J?L ' . J.Hel! 1. 

22 saw him several more times. I didn't count exactly, but I 

23 would imagine it's about four or five times between 

~ ' no -" ... .<' 'non T 1-, ,, ' '' ., 

25 then. 
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1-'· 1 Q Are you aware, Doctor, of the medication 

~ 
(J "' '''L , V -'-" '-'U.LL<=H~LY j ' 

~ 3 A Yes, I am aware of those. 
-....] 
I-' 
<[) 4 Q What is that? 

" lo. 'J'hprp >'IY'P t-hrPP -'- 1ir mPr1ir»t-innq 'l'hc> 

6 first one would be Risperdal, R-i-s-p-e-r-d-a-1, an 

7 anti-psychotic, at a dose of half a milligram twice a day. 

8 · The second is Elavil a somewhat sedatinq 

9 anti-depressant at a dose of 50 milligrams at bedtime. 

10 And the third one is lithium, a mood stabilizing 

11 medication, at a dose of 300 milligrams in the morning and 

.L.< "'-''-' ,~~•u~ ctl- DOOUL-.l.!llto. 

13 Q And are you the prescribing doctor for those 

14 medications? 

'~ ~ T 
·' 1- "' -l-o , -1- , ' -l-o ' ~1- -~"' ,--

16 two had been prescribed by Dr. Schiff, another psychiatrist 

17 attending at the jail. 

1 R 0 nnrt-~~ i'lr<' vrm "'''"r"' of the F>ffF>"t ~"'~"'r" ll v t"'f 

19 those medications on individuals? 

20 A Oh, yes, I am. 

21 Q And you describe each one ot and the 

22 dosages that Mr. Vanisi is taking? 

23 A Yes. To start with, the Risperdal. As I said, 

"" .LL-" ClH c<H~L- p 'I . "''"' . -,- '-VL -'- ~ -'-" 

25 prescribed is usually impairment of reality testing. By 
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that I mean delusional ideation; false, fixed ideas/ in 

-•- -' 
-C~ •u uo, ~uu1 v~ ua~~u~. UL Q ":t~ 

In a patient who has such symptoms, the Risperdal 

very reliably in 70 to 80 percent of cases suppresses those 

-nmR Ami in Mr Vi'lni,;i',; """'"' T '"~Q t-ho ~not-~ 

originally prescribe the Risperdal, and with very good 

effect. At the time he was psychotic. 

Ri ,, also has side effects, most notably a 

u<='::J-'-"'"' of bcua.:ion that usually only occursWIE11 higher 

dosages. Mr. Vanisi is currently on the lowest possible 

dose. You have to actually break in half the smallest pill 
. 

.LH ~v ccunoc ~v ua.L.L n<.L.L-'- .L'::J.L "''" b.L L. 

The second medication that I mentioned was 

lithium? Was it Elavil? Let's do Elavi1 next. It's an 

~n+-; ~ -~~~ •+- '1 ... ,.,, ,; ' .. ~ ~ 
-~ -. -~ 

about 40 years now. And it's used very rarely these days as 

an anti-depressant because we have newer drugs like Prozac 

that with :ewer side effects 

What Elavil now is used for now is a sleeping 

medication. We use a low dose. Fifty milligrams is a low 

aose, ana 1 co.:ana Mr. 1.s gecting that !ly to 

help him 

uc -1 

vision, 

sleep through the night. 

The side effects of that are usually related 

<="'>-'~I ~HOJ 0 ~vuo . •v"'• :;vuL"~.Llll">; D.L 

some degree of sedation. Again at the low dose 
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~ 
1 prescribed for, which is much below the level that would be 

0 -z- :y -r<JrCIIICT 0 ~ :-esscnn:- =· SlUe er:r:eC{:S 
0 
,p 3 are very rare. 
-....] 
tv 4 The third medication I mentioned was lithium. I-' 

" T.~t-h~n~ "~ ~ m~N'I ot-~lo~l~?=r Tt-•~ ~ o~lt- Tt-•~ ~ 

6 naturally occurring substance. It's the most difficult of 

7 these medications to use because it has a very narrow blood 

8 level in which it is t ic. I had a ~h~~~= to ~= .. ~ =··· 

9 hTs cu. We got a-,:;= level on Mr. Vanisi returned 

10 yesterday. It's . 6 milliequivalents per liter, which is 

11 within the therapeutic range at the low end. Therapeutic is 

.LL -" LO .L,,, WlLn .b ne·s ln Lne 
' 

c {: a{: {:fle 

13 low end. 

14 Lithium's purpose is to stabilize mood in patients 

" r ·' ~~ . ' -~ ~ ·' " . ' ' • '" J 

"' .. , ". ·n: "1 

16 manic-depressive illness. People who go into depressive 

17 funks, if you will. And on the other hand, at other times 

1 R h;,vp ~=r"~"~ "'h=~= rhPV aPr =~ ... r=~=lu r>rl'~ H. i Q ~ 

19 common term used by the individual so affected. Lithium is 

20 a medication that has been around for 25 years plus and has 

21 been to be very effective in the of 

22 those mood swings. 

23 Lithium's side effects are primarily 

......... ~ p.L ; . ll.. J.L.LJ.L..ctl...,o L..ll" <.OUJ.UU; C:CI.U 

25 cause diarrhea. That occurs with therapeutic dosages. With 
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lithium toxicity, which is with the blood level I have not 

' "'' "' '' '' " 
_, _,_ ~ . ' , ,, 

"" 1 

have alterations in the state of consciousness, lethargy, 

even coma at extreme cases. Again that would be with levels 

that qo way "h.-m, the """'"t;ic that I mentinnPr1 

before. 

Q Doctor, you indicated on the first two 

medications, Risperdal being the lowest possible dose and 

tnen .Low aose. Tile .lltlllUm 
-~ ot 300 

milligrams and 600 milligrams, how would you characterize 

those? 

~ "'" ' ., . ' _, .~ -'· _, _, 
"" 1 _,_ 

' '1 

really dosed according to the blood level achieved. And 

with his blood level of .6 it's probably just right where it 

,o:hnnlr1 hf" 

Q Doctor, do you have an opinion relative to the 

experience of Mr. Vanisi being the recipient of these 

medications as to how he has reacted to t-hn,o:p medir,.,t-inn~OJ? 

A My direct observation of Mr. Vanisi dates back to, 

the last ones to May of this year. So this is a little 

uy l!UW • J:>UL elL LllctL L.Lillt: llt: LectCL"U v~~:t jJUio<.L(.lVe.Ly 

to the medication. 

In other words, when I saw him on one of these 

,, ], _, 
"' " "' .~ 

'1 -~- -~ 

ideation. He described seeing strange shapes in his cell at 
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1./l 
1-'· 1 the time that caused him to behave in a particular way. I 

~ . ' 
0 --zo m-~ """~ --'-'-- -'--'-':!ULCo L-llo1L- Wt:Lte 

0 
,p 3 forming out of orange peel on his cell floor. You know, 
-----1 
tv 4 there was neither orange peel nor any geometric figures w 

c; ui"ihl" t-ro ~-
. ' "1"" in t-hP ;,rp;, 

6 And within days, if I remember correctly, these 

7 symptoms were gone and he was a much quieter, calmer 

8 individual, and could then return out of the infi back 

9 to tf:leceiT~hacfl:leeilDefore. 

10 Q And I gather from your testimony, your last review 

11 personally of Mr. Vanisi involved only the prescription of 

L.< L-llt= LLLoL- L-WV llt<eU.Ll-'ctL.LUll" yuu V<e Ute"l-'L.LJJ<eU. 

13 A Correct, that's correct. 

14 Q You have not personally observed Mr. Vanisi after 

" ~ ~-..~ -~ ., ~~ < ~ ,__, 
_ __,_, '' -~' ·" 1 ' ·'--' ' .. -,-

16 that correct? 

17 A That's correct. 

1 R 0 TR anvthi nr< in vour r<'view of t:h,-, r!h,rt-. nf 

19 Mr. Vanisi that would indicate a negative reaction or some 

20 concern to you regarding his response to the lithium 

21 trect :? 

22 A There is nothing in my, to my knowledge. 

23 Q And Doctor, relative to Mr. Vanisi and these 

' . . , ' 
>i ~y '~ ""Y 

25 of these medications once they are taken in concert with one 

SIERRA NEVADA REPORTERS (775) 329-6560 

2JDC04723 

AA00804



00 

~ 
:0 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 

2 ~ 

0 
0 
,p 3 
-....] 
tv 4 ,p 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

~ 

l3 

14 

1 "' 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Ll. 

22 

23 

n• 

25 

~' 

another? 

~ ~L _, . . 
"Z ~z """ C~~C'-'- <-He<<- L '" ctWct.L<= UL 

would be the sedating effect of both the Elavil and the 

Risperdal. They both have a certain sedating side effect. 

Pre~.,m~l-,ly he wnnlrl RlPPn rmir.P wPll t-~ldnN rhn><P rwn rot-

bedtime. That's my only comment regarding synergism. 

Q Doctor, this motion, this proceeding we are taking 

your test'· in is relative to Mr. Vanisi's AnPri.fic 

request to -j,' ~ in a crimi ,.,, case, 

specifically a case where he's charged with first degree 

murder, several counts of robbery and grand larceny. 
_, 

~ -L ~ .L 
·'-Y -'-"' ct ),'U'-'0"!'-.Lct.L ),'UU.l. ''- .LU uu.,; 

case. 

In that context, Doctor, from your medical 

rr~;,.,;,.,,., "nr1 ·' ·= <~ . ' ,, _, 
-" 

medication and the dosage equivalents or the dosage amounts 

that he's taking that would give you concern about 

Mr. Vanisi' s mental abilities to address rh"'"" i""'""Q "" hi" 

own lawyer in this case? 

A No, there is not really, with the caveat that I 

nave noc: 1•1r. pe Uy tor the past 

months. 

Q And the examination that you would require as far 
_, ·' L ' ' O<-C U~ OU.LHU-, UUW .LUU;j 

that take and what would that involve? 
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A Well, usually I would request an hour to spend 

w .L l-ll '-ll"' ~ ... ·~ . ' -~-
.L 

-~- uu .c '- u1 ct .LU<- .Leoo l-lldll 

that. It entails entirely an interview that I perform with 

the individual. 

() ""' rh<>r<>'" n,-,t-hinn ,h,--,111' """ """' t-h t-
. 

psychotropic medication. There's nothing about either one 

of these, either the dosage amounts or combination with one 

that would ~""""' Mr. Vanisi to be m"'nt-"tllv 

incapable of handling the issues that are confronting him in 

this context; is that correct? 

A That is correct. If you again l-'~L '"~ t me to say, 

oL l'li.. vanlSl as an aau.J.c ma.1.e or 

body frame and so forth, there is nothing, that's correct. 

Q And you, through your examination of Mr. Vanisi, 

'- .. "' . '- . -'- ' "'' "' ·'- " . '- ' 

' 
., ., 'J 

but a normal healthy adult male? 

A No, I have not. 

MR ·, T h;;vp nn f11rt-hPr rnlP<:t-i nn<: "t- t-hi" 

time of the witness. 

THE COURT: Did the inquiry elicit any questions 

from co1.mRP ·.? 

MR. GREGORY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Vanisi, do you have any questions 

.LUL l-lle UUL:l-UL: 

THE DEFENDANT : No questions. 
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1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 THE COURT: Thank you. You may step down. 

~ .., I n• _, 
·--' __, " 

(l . ~ ~uc ~uu..c ~-'- uu•u. 1 

~ 3 THE COURT: With our delay, does anyone have any 
---.1 
tv 4 witnesses to call? Any other witnesses? 0' 

5 MR ': None bv ..the__dai'a~oa 

6 MR. STANTON: None by the State, Your Honor. 

7 THE COURT: Mr. vanisi, do you have any further 

8 argument that you would like to >'-'- 1t. in of 

!;I mOCJ.On( 

10 THE DEFENDANT: No, I don't have any further 

11 arguments, Your Honor. 

, ., 
'0 ' -'-

HctVC: UHC: . -'-'' 

13 the Court going to admit this tape and review this tape? 

14 Has the Court reviewed the tape. 

15 'T'l'TP -. T > •' t- rPvi ,,ar1 ; +- ' 
" 

16 MR. GREGORY: Based on the Court's ruling, we may 

17 have --

18 THE CUUK 7: I t-hink we've admitted it Been a 

19 little busy, Mr. Gregory. I haven't watched it. 

20 MR. GREGORY: The Court intends to review the 

"'-'- C.ct!-'e; .CO ~HQC. ~U.L.LC~~( 

22 THE COURT: It's admitted for purposes of the 

23 motion, yes. 

'JA n. _, 
~"' ~Jo'C, '''-'-• VQU.LC.L 

25 obviously was the subject of the tape. He -- well, why 

• 
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f\1 
j 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 don't you indicate to the Court. There is a reference to 

~ 2 mist-ri"l in t-he t-"~"' Whv ilrm' t- ""'' i '"'' -· • _, ,-,, 
(l 

~ 3 what you meant by that. 
---.1 
tv 4 THE DEFENDANT: My 
---.1 

meaning of what I said about 

5 mistrial is specifically about my case my case "'"'""ih1y 

b see~ng now <:ne 1-''-Uoe<::ution Led the last hearing. I was 

7 just being rash. One can say I was just being bold and 

B saying that my case would result, just because of my case, 

~~ ~~0 . ~ L!l ctllUUleL "'~o~.<. J.ctJ.. «U<: cnac·s, ana tnat, 

10 in that context that's what I was saying. I'm done. 

11 MR. GREGORY: Did you intend to cause a mistrial? 

12 ~ w, i ,. 
'''" i t-

_y_, -' ' ' ' ' 

13 a witness, Mr. Gregory. Mr. Vanisi has an opportunity to 

14 tell me what he wants. If you want to argue, if you think 

15 you have a position to "rNn<> vou may arm1P it- Tf vm1 w;,nt-

16 to call him as a witness, I think that would be highly 

17 irregular in this instance. 

LO I'IK. : .L aon·c to call him. I' 11 

19 take advantage of Mr. Stanton's procedure. I will ask the 

20 Court to inquire of Mr. Vanisi whether he intended or 

"' "' 'I .o~~~~~ ~u ~»~ 1:" 

22 September 7. 

23 THE COURT: You mean by way of Exhibit A? 

24 MR I'!R . _ _, 
m<>? 

25 THE COURT: By way of Exhibit A? Is that what 
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f\1 
j 
1-'· 
1./l 
1-'· 1 your -- you're pointing to a tape on the table. 

~ ? MD M· "' (l ·~ ~~~L L- L-U oee 

~ 3 this to suggest to the Court that sometime in the future 
-....] 
tv 4 he's going to be disruptive. 
00 

5 THE COURT: __NQ1;_ _l1L StC~nl"<"ln Mr _1Tani_si 

6 MR. GREGORY: No, Mr. Stanton wants the Court to 

7 see the videotape. 

8 THE COURT: But not that Mr. Stanton is .-.,-,inn to 

"' ve u.co;Lupc~ve. Mr. v ~s going to be dis:._u..,.:ive, 

10 correct? 

11 MR. GREGORY: That's correct. 

1 ? ~TID rormo.., ,,,, J_ . "' .L 

-~ . ~ "· 
13 correct? 

14 MR. GREGORY: Exhibit A. I'm asking you to 

15 inauire of Mr Vanisi .,, ,,.. } .,.- ,-,.,.- n,-,t- he int-c,..,r'l _i"' ' 

16 represents himself or even if we represent him beginning 

17 September 7, whether he intends to cause a mistrial. 

.Ul THE . : Mr. V< ni "i., your at want"." mF- rn 

19 ask you that question. Obviously, you are not under oath 

20 and this is your motion. I want to be sure that you 

"~~ '-""' y_ueo<...cuu. 

22 Do you understand what the causing of a mistrial 

23 would be? 

?4 "'u"' Vo • L T ~ ., 
·- -••~ • JUt>L Wd.UL 

25 to say that I'm not, I'm not intending, I'm not going out of 
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1./l 
1-'· 1 my way to be disruptive and uncontrollable. 

~ ") D "'· . , _, _, 
~ 

(l ~uu~u. 

~ 3 a mistrial, in your mind? 
---.1 
tv 4 THE DEFENDANT: I think it would, for anyone's <[) 

5 mind ~-

6 THE COURT: Is there any way that you think -- is 

7 there any indication in your mind that you want to have this 

8 opportunity to represent your«Plf in order that you can have 

'J a .... ~ ~.:-l.a.L ae red? 

10 THE DEFENDANT: I am not representing myself so I 

11 can produce a mistrial. That is not my intention in 

, ") ~ -, c 
-~ -J "1 

13 THE COURT: Okay. Any further inquiry anyone has? 

14 MR. GREGORY: Thank you, Your Honor, no. 

15 '1'1-TR '. Mr Vr>ni<>i T'v<> ~f'f'~ ·"' >.' 

16 opportunity to make any further argument. Throughout this 

17 hearing counsel has represented Mr. Vanisi in his request to 

18 hi n'""' I i' . Does colln""' for Mr Vanisi have anv 

19 further argument? 

20 MR. GREGORY: No, Your Honor. 

-'.L .Lnr:. LUUKT: uo you nave a posJ.tl.on that you take 

22 with the Court? 

23 MR. GREGORY: Well, if the Court wishes, I will 

'>A '" 
25 THE COURT: No, I'm asking if you want to. I'm 
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giving you the opportunity. I am not ordering you to do 

anvthinn 

MR. GREGORY: Yes, Your Honor, I will take a 

position. As counsel for Mr. Vanisi, this was his motion 

and his desire. He had certain matters to address throuqh 

the court·s canvass. l believe the Court 1Prl the 

requirements of Rule 253. 

That aside, I think he passed that canvass with 

L~.)'~U;;f ~V~VL"' ~ -cTIIS nas uu a.L cernac~ ve ouc t:O 

grant this man his penultimate constitutional right to 

represent himself, and any other decision by this Court 

~~=~""'" li hl F ' 

I made my record. Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You 1 re welcome, Mr. Gregory. 

Mr. st~nrAn Mr. i1<'lmm-Lck, do either of you have a oosi t i rm 

to take? 

MR. STANTON: The State's position is as follows, 

YOUr : vuv _y, wnen we our re1 to the 

defendant's motion, we attempted to outline what the State 

perceives to be the requirements of both the Nevada Supreme 

n " ~· "· ' 
_, . 

-~ LU = L~~~~=~ 

hearing for this Court to determine those issues. 

The Rule 253 canvass by the Court this morning is, 

T t-hink the nf' +-h<> <>uirl<>nro<> t-n ;, +-h<> rn ,,._' 

that is before the Court now. I would agree with 
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~; l Mr. Gregory that Mr. Vanisi passed most, if not all of the 

.!:: ? ('~nrt-.' <; i ncm 1 rv th i <; '~rni nn 
(if] 

C!$1 3 There is a significant concern of the State in two 
~·· ~I 
W.l 4 regards. One I think has been addressed by Mr. Vanisi. It ....... 

5 was confirmed by Mr.__QJ::e'JULY this morning. That was the 

6 tJ.meJ.J.ness or tne request and whether or not that request 

7 would necessitate a delay in the trial. Mr. Vanisi in his 

8 written motion at page three, line eight through nine, 

--, 
.. ~"''-"'"' "'" .c.v. " ~ ~ my mociun WJ.cn c;ne goa.L co 

10 be prepared for trial on the 7th of September, 1999." 

11 At the time the State reviewed that motion, the 

. 1? h'>rm "onr.l n WFIR nf' Ri 'ni -Fin~nr 
·~· i • ' t-

13 unequivocal about his ability to be prepared to defend 

14 himself on September 7 of this year. Mr. Vanisi, I think, 

15 two times this ino and confirmed bv Mr 

16 indicated that indeed he would be prepared to go to trial as 

17 his own counsel on September 7 this year. So to the extent 

.Lt< now cne ::.cac;e nas wnac; ·" to oe :matJ.on or J.ts 

19 concerns or lack of concerns that the timeliness of the 

20 motion and the delay is not an issue, that we are looking at 

~" n ~ . ' _, . ' " " -~ ~z, 

22 The State is concerned with item number four out 

23 of the Tanksley decision of when a motion for self 

?4 ·~ant- '>I" inn mr>v ·lu ha Claniarl 'T'h~t- i o ,,,ha 

25 defendant uses that as a tool to disrupt the judicial 
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process. I would indicate to the Court that at least the 

times in that t-h., <:t-"'t-"' h"'a h.,.,, ,,_ 
"'"' 

obviously were not present during another motion hearing. 

But certainly this morning Mr. Vanisi has been anything but 

disruptive. I think he responded very literally to the 

court's ry, was of the "'~~o in,-,« and the 

proceedings surrounding them, oriented to time and place, 

and satisfies that criteria across the board. 

""~ ~vu• ~ aa< --:ur=dL..,U UUS uovu>.LHg C!laC CUe 

Court cannot perceive of a tactical reason at this juncture, 

or any reason in a case such as this for Mr. Vanisi to 

'RF"nl" himRF"lf "'r1 t-h"'t- ;o -1Aina"} +-> <Ot- • ~ 
" 

because the State can't perceive any tactical reason for the 

defendant to represent himself, save and except for what 

·a to be the obvious one. and that is at least it's ;m 

issue on appeal and makes the waters a little more muddy 

when someone represents themselves in a capital murder 

L.LnH, HlaL -'"' w11aL- tne ::;tate ,. ~., as I:ar as tne 

Tanksley opinion of the basis to deny the motion for self 

representation. 

~· 
,,_,_,. ' -'-

~"~ ~vu•~, • 

know the Court is at a juncture as soon as it accepts all 

the facts in evidence to make the specific findings of fact 

that's directed in "'' -t-irm 1 n-F PnlP ?<:< ,.,,-1 'i~-

4. This would be my fourth pro per felony matter and 
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Mr. Vanisi's distinctly and cognitively more adept at 

" " ' . l. ' '1 " -1. T L ' ..• 
involved with. The State's understanding of his knowledge 

certainly in the scientific realm, but his ability to read 

and process inf :ion is siqnifi r;mt- HF> hrl« nn ne>fe>rt- in 

his ability to read, to write, or to otherwise communicate, 

or to understand subject matter that he may be, that may be 

foreign to him, specifically here the law. 

The ::;tate lS also 
'J Lzant tnattne--raw does not 

recognize as a significant consideration the extent of 

someone's legal knowledge. I think the Faretta decision, to 
_, 

"" ... "· '·' . . ' . ' -, . 
"' . , ·'-- J!UJ..HL<o> UCH.-

what I think Faretta says among other things and that is the 

knowledge of, one's knowledge of law is not in and of itself 

"' h,..,; q t-n -"· rhF> mnt-ir-.n 

I think that the State's perspective is that it's 

a lot more difficult to prosecute a case when a defendant is 

his own . c 1inly it is for PI utors It's much 

more difficult, I believe, for the Court, for all the 

reasons that I think are self-evident to the lawyers in this 

LUUIII • 

But the State is certainly aware of the 

unequivocal and fundamental constitutional right 

' 
_, 

~ ~' ·-' . ' • ~1- "' . ~ ~ 

-" -, 

Court and the Nevada Supreme Court. That is the 
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m 
~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 right of one to represent themselves. The State has seen 

~ 2 nnrhinn in the , ~~ this mornino that wnnl rl render 
(J 

~ 3 Mr. Vanisi inr"'n"'hl<> pur">u<>u'- to our guj_delj_nes ot 

-....] 
representing himself, collectively do w 4 although we it, make 

,p 

5 that assessment with a severe degree of caution. 

b ~,:-anK.LY "!' , rour , "v"'"' uay ULLo 

7 transcript and this proceeding is going to be reviewed by 

8 the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. And the decision that 

-~' "- c. ·"- ~- . • +- ; ; ; . 

"' 
10 make correctly. That is, if you deny it based on what I 

11 think the record is, there is an argument that it may be 

12 1ed I think that he's satisfied all the r<>m•i lt•" -

13 By the same token, my opinion of the Ninth Circuit 

14 Court of Appeals is that this case isn't going to taste very 

15 good to them. It's not to V'='-Y lt he s 

16 convicted of first degree murder and sentenced to death. 

17 You have a man who represents himself with a high school 

. , . _, 
'-D ''-'-VUo J'"Y~UV'-'-VJ'"- . ' ., 

19 death row. My experience has been that the Ninth Circuit on 

20 cases like that or similar to it is very result-oriented and 

')1 t-1-.~+- t-1-.ou ~~o ~~+- ~~;~~ +-~ lilro t-1-.~t-

22 But if the record is looked at closely and the 

23 rule of law is followed, I believe that Mr. Vanisi's right 

24 . 1 Q- And that's the State's position on this motion. 

25 THE : Okay. you. Mr. vanlsl, 
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~-
1./l 
1-'· 1 anything further to add? 

~ ? THE . ' MAt-hiMn f,rt-h"'r Vcmr 
(J 

~ 3 THE COURT: Mr. Gregory, Mr. Bosler? 
-....] 
w 4 MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, if I might, it's 
Ul 

5 incumbent upon me to lay a little more foundation for the 

6 exhihlt, the v _pe. I m sorry, was lt ct A? 

7 THE COURT: Yes. 

8 MR. GREGORY: This particular videotape was shot 

:; ctL L-eL '''L . Wc<b eAL-LLCCc<L-eU LLVW L-U"' V'lctbllVt: .y j ctLL 

10 forcibly and taken to the Nevada State Prison in chains and 

1.1 in his underwear, and he was in what he described to me in a 

1? ;rpr;r m"'nir ><r"'t-"' T WRnr rhP t- n rP-Fl Prt- t- hP 

13 condition of Mr. Vanisi at that time. 

1.4 With that, Your Honor, I'll submit it. 

1.5 THE ': Coun,.,l, we have a ten a.m. hearinq 

1.6 tomorrow morning. I am going to issue my decision right 

1.7 before that hearing. However, I encourage Mr. Vanisi to be 

ltl PL".l-'~~~~ ~or t:nat: near1ng .LVW JnO: . 

1.9 Court is in recess. 

20 (The hearing concluded at 3:45 p.m.) 

~L 

22 

23 

?4 

25 
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~ COUNTY OF WASHOE ) 
-....] 
w 
0' 

I Vl\'f'R" a Certified R' :er of t: ht<> 

Second Judicial District Court, in and for the State of 

Nevada, do hereby certify: 

That I was present in the above-entitled court 

on ~~,~o~ 10, 1999, and took • ~·~~~··" s~~ .. u~y ..,c 

notes of the proceedings entitled THE STATE OF NEVADA, 

Plaintiff, versus Siaosi Vanisi, Defendant, 

~ao~ "•v. ~.-J u , ~H~ ~u~·~~L ~~· ~LQHO~L L~~~ ~U~"' 

into typewriting as herein appears, 

That the foregoing partial transcript is a full, 

.. .,.,., " " rl •rr I' ro>n.,rri nr i rm nf mv .,,. nf 

said hearing. 

DATED at Reno N' this 11th dav of 

August, 1999. 

I J / 
1/ f'J/ 

LroA J.- A ff .c:t;:;; 
fj_ CRR 

N-e~~-CLYNo. 195 

. 
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Code No. 4185 
SEALED F I L E D 

AUG 3 0 t999 

"/ ~~ 
IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT ~J>¥w£%F NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

THE HONORABLE CONNIE STEINHEIMER, DISTRICT JUDGE 

-oOo-

THE STATE OF NEVADA, ) - ) 
Plaintiff, ) Case No. CR98-0516 

) 
vs. ) Dept. No. 4 

) 
SIAOSI VANISI, ) 

) 
Defendant. ) 

REQUEST FOR HEARING ON EX PARTE MOTION TO WITHDRAW 
IN CAMERA HEARING 

APPEARANCES : 

For the Plaintiff: 

For the Defendant: 

The Defendant: 
Reported by: 

AUGUST 26, 1999 
RENO, NEVADA 

RICHARD GAMMICK 
District Attorney 
DAVID STANTON 
Deputy District Attorney 
Washoe County Courthouse 
Reno, Nevada . 

MICHAEL R. SPECCHIO 
Public Defender 
STEVE GREGORY 
JEREMY BOSLER 
Deputies Public Defender 
One S. Sierra Street 
Reno, Nevada 
SIAOSI VANISI 
ERIC V. NELSON, CCR No. 57 
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RENO, NEVADA, THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 1999, 7:24 A.M. 

-ooo-

(Whereupon, the following proceedings were held in court and are sealed.) 

THE COURT: Security detail is notified that 
you are here for purposes only of providing security. As 

has been the case in other circumstances, your presence is 
governed by the rules that govern all bailiffs in the 
courthouse. 

This proceeding is now sealed. That means you 
may not discuss what goes on in these proceedings with 
anyone, not even your supervisors, even if the content of 
these proceedings would reflect on security issues, without 
a court order. If you are concerned about the content of 
the information that is disclosed and you wish to have a 
court order, you must do so through counsel, and that would 
be the only person you could disclose your concerns to. 
This includes your supervisors. So this is an important 
aspect of the sealing of the proceedings. 

Please stand and put your names on the record. 
r 

MR. IVESON: Josh Iveson. 

MR. LARIVIERE: Sergeant Ty La Riviere. 

MR. ANDERSON: Dane Anderson. 

MS. VOGT: Lisa Vogt. 
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an opportunity to address those concerns. They can be done 
later. But we are on a time frame here. So please just get 
to what the issue is and the problems that brought this to 
the head and what's going on that I need to know. 

MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, in March -- I'm 

sorry -- in February of this year, I had a conversation with 
Mr. Vanisi wherein he admitted that he had in fact killed 
Officer Sullivan. As a result of that conversation, we 

fashioned a defense for Mr. Vanisi, which is obviously not a 
complete defense, but a defense, and offered that for his 
consideration within weeks of that conversation. 

From February to the present he has refused to 
even communicate about that particular defense. Now when he 
returned, and I'm going to try to be brief, when he returned 
from Nevada State Prison, the middle of July, I believe it 
was -- let me back up a little bit. 

We continued to ask Mr. Vanisi to assist us in 
the defense that we thought was appropriate. Mr. Vanisi 
indicated that he was more interested in presenting a 
defense much like the one that was being offered prior to 
the mistrial that someone else was involved in the 

circumstances of the killing slash conspiracy of certain 
witnesses to convict Mr. Vanisi. 

We adamantly refused to embrace that defense 
and told Mr. Vanisi that we would not present that defense 

SIERRA NEVADA REPORTERS (775) 329-6560 

150 

TQUALLS06539 AA00821



00 
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~ 4 
1-'· 1 Ul . under any circumstances for ethical reasons and because we 1-'· 
0 2 Q"' didn't believe that the evidence supported that defense. (JI 

~ 3 0 That brought about his refusal to communicate 
4 with us at all starting in February. When he returned 
5 from -- and quite frankly, I thought that he was having 
6 emotional problems. So we went down that road. 

7 When he returned from Nevada State Prison in 
8 the middle of July, he again asked us to fashion a defense 
9 based on his theory, and we refused. We had several 

10 conversations with him with our summary refusal to help him 
11 with that defense. And we explained to him that we had 
12 ethical responsibilities. 

13 At that point Mr. Vanisi asked for the first 
14 time, and I want the record to be clear, whether he had the 
15 right to represent himself. He may have been thinking about 
16 it, as he indicated in an earlier proceeding, since January 
17 of 1998, but it is the first time that it had come to our 
18 attention. 

19 THE COURT: When did you say that was? 
20 MR. GREGORY: That would have been in July, 
21 Your Honor, July 1999, after he returned from Nevada State 
22 Prison. 

23 And as a side, as the Court will note that he 
24 also had done his motion to dismiss counsel, and although he 
25 wasn't able to articulate that, part of the basis was he 
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didn't feel like we were properly representing him because 
we would not embrace his theory of the case. 

At that point we offered him, as is our 

obligation under Feretta and Rule 252, I believe it is, for 
his consideration in a hearing on the 26th of July-- I'm 
not sure of the date we asked, because we needed to speak to 
the Court about privileged communications. We asked the 
Court to hold an in camera proceeding, which the Court 
granted. 

However, before we got to the issues I'm now 
addressing, the Court found out that Mr. Vanisi wanted to 
represent himself, and ordered Mr. Vanisi to fashion a 
Feretta motion, thinking that once that was done, that we'd 
come back in camera, be able to proceed to inform the Court 
of our dilemma. We proceeded in that fashion. 

However -- and the Court had ordered it sealed, 
ordered it ex parte. The Court subsequently, after 

receiving a Feretta motion, indicated that those proceedings 
should not have been closed, and served, ordered us -- I 
can't remember. Maybe the Court did the service with the 
prosecutor. 

We go into a Feretta hearing in public. Again, 
we're thinking that we're going to have an in camera 
proceeding, a continuation of the in camera proceeding 
someplace down the road. We do a motion to reconsider, 
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1 til again ex parte . Again, the Court orders it served on the 1-'· 
0 

2 _,.. prosecutor. 
01 
Jt:. 3 The Court summarily denies that motion. w 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

On the 16th of August, prior to the Court's 

denial, I had a conversation with the chief appellate 

deputy, Mr. Petty, regarding how we should proceed to 

represent Mr. Vanisi if the Court denied the motion to 

reconsider his self-representation. ·And at that point we 

were instructed -- I was instructed by Mr. Petty, whom I 

respect, that I should get in touch with bar counsel, which 
11 we did. I posed a hypothetical to him, factually identical 

12 to the one that I'm presenting to the Court and the one that 
13 I have in my affidavit. 

14 Without hesitation, bar counsel indicated that 
15 we should immediately offer a motion to withdraw, which we 

16 did on August 18th, pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 166 and 

17 Supreme Court Rule 172. 

18 Now we're in a situation, Your Honor, where 

19 although there's permissive language under 166 for this 

20 Court to order us to stay on, where we're going to have to 

21 certify ineffective assistance of counsel if the Court 

22 insists on doing that because we cannot violate our ethics, 
23 nor can we intentionally commit criminal acts. And we don't 
24 intend to do so. 

25 THE COURT: What ethical violation would 
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continued representation be? 

MR. GREGORY: Well, to effectively represent 

Mr. Vanisi under those circumstances, Your Honor, we'd have 

to lay a foundation, if you will, starting with the 

selection of the jury, to support his theory of the case. 

THE COURT: Why do you say that? 

MR. GREGORY: I don't know how else we can 

effectively represent him if we are not allowed to present 
his defense because of its falsity, if you will, because we 
will not condone subordination of perjury, will not be 

involved in obstruction of justice, or conspiracy to commit 

those crimes. 

THE COURT: Wait a minute; I want to be very 

specific here. Is it your position that legal counsel for a 
criminal defendant must present the defense the criminal 

defendant requests? 

MR. GREGORY: Well, under these circumstances 

we have no alternative. He refuses to embrace our defense. 

THE COURT: What does he have to do to embrace 

your defense? 

MR. GREGORY: He has to agree to take the 

stand, Your Honor. I mean that is the key to it. 

THE COURT: That is the only way you can defend 

h . ? J.In. 

MR. GREGORY: · That is the key to it, yes, 
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ma'am. There is no other way. 

THE COURT: What perjury do you have to 

subordinate to put his defense on? 

MR. GREGORY: Well, again, his defense is 

triggered by his testimony, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Well, we're going to have this 
problem no matter who represents him. 

MR. GREGORY: Well --

THE COURT: Including himself. 

MR. GREGORY: No. 

THE COURT: Yes. Give me one case anywhere in 
this country that allows a criminal defendant to lie on the 
stand. 

8 

MR. GREGORY: Well, that's up to the prosecutor 
if he wants to file perjury charges. But I don't think this 
Court can dictate to a defendant the defense that he wants 
to embrace. 

THE COURT: Do you have any case law that says 

that? 

MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, I think it's just --
no, I don't. I don't have any with me. 

But let me finish, if I might. The prosecutor, 
and I assume the Court, is concerned with the language in 
Rule 172, the discretionary language, subsection 3, that a 
lawyer may refuse to offer evidence that the lawyer 
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1-'· 1 Ul reasonably believes is false. Well, I think that 
1-'· 
0 2 (]'! discretionary language is more for civil cases. It 
(J1 

IP 3 
(J1 

certainly doesn't apply to a criminal case. 

4 For us to refuse to present evidence is a 

5 certification under Strickland that we're ineffective. 

6 THE COURT: What part of Strickland says that 

7 you have -- you are ineffective unless you put on specific 

8 evidence? 

9 MR. GREGORY: Well, Your Honor, if we are in a 

10 circumstance where we're supposed to offer a defense for a 

11 defendant, and because we refuse to offer evidence that 

12 supports that defense, by definition that's ineffective 

13 assistance of counsel. He has a right to effective 

14 assistance. 

15 THE COURT: You think that Strickland says 

16 that? 

17 MR. GREGORY: Yes. That is the standard of 

18 Strickland. 

19 THE COURT: That you must put on the defense 

20 the defendant requests even if you know that that's 

21 MR. GREGORY: No, no. That's not what I said, 

22 Your Honor. If a defendant embraces a defense· and insists 

23 that his counsel put on that defense, and his counsel, 

24 because of ethical problems and certain revelations that 

25 have occurred, is unable to put on that defense, he is per 
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10 
1-'· 
w 1 se ineffective. 
1-'· 
0 
0"> 2 THE COURT: Well, what about all the cases, 01 
~ 
0"> 3 both in Nevada, the Ninth Circuit and other places that say 

4 a defense attorney determines the defense that is 

5 appropriate in a case? 

6 MR. GREGORY: Well, that's correct. And we 

7 have insisted that to Mr. Vanisi that the only defense we'll 
8 put on is the provocation defense. However, Mr. Vanisi will 
9 not cooperate with that defense. So he winds up not having 

10 a defense. We're just sitting here like bumps on a log 

11 doing nothing. 

12 THE COURT: What about why can't you put on . the 
13 defense that you started to put on before without his 

14 testimony? 

15 MR. GREGORY: That defense is not -- without 
16 laying the foundation through Mr. Vanisi, that defense is 

17 not viable. 

18 THE COURT: Well, I thought it was going pretty 

19 well for you last time. 

20 MR. GREGORY: When the Court said -- the Court 
21 is suggesting that we proffer the defense -- I 

22 

23 

24 

misunderstood that we presented during the first trial? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. GREGORY: Well, Your Honor, if I might, the 
25 reason we had a mistrial is because we found out that that 
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11 
1-'· 
oo 1 information was incorrect. 
1-'· 

~ 2 THE COURT: What he said. 
01 

~ 3 MR. GREGORY: For this Court to suggest with 

4 our now knowing that was a mistake. that we intentionally try 

5 to mislead the jury, well, the Court can order whatever it 

6 wants, but we will not participate in that. That's an 

7 ethical violation, and maybe a criminal violation. 

8 THE COURT: Mr. Gregory, it's very difficult 

9 for me at this stage in the proceedings to believe that 

10 every case requires that the defense attorney have ironclad 

_11 evidence that any theory he puts on is absolutely the truth 

12 and the complete theory of the case. 

13 Now, you cannot put on perjured testimony. You 

14 cannot lie to the tribunal. You cannot suborn perjury. But 

15 you can inquire and argue on behalf of your client the 

16 particular pieces of evidence mean something, even if in 

17 your heart you do not believe that that is in fact what they 

18 mean. That is what goes on frequently. 

19 Now, it makes it very difficult for you, I 

20 understand, if your client has confessed. I understand that 

21 maybe everything you would normally do you can't do. But 

22 any defense attorney is going to be -- if your argument is 

23 correct that you because he confessed to you cannot put on a 

24 defense, who could represent Mr. Vanisi? 

25 MR. GREGORY: Well, the Court misunderstood. 
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~ 1 The defendant has not confessed to anything, Your Honor. 
0 
~ 2 He's made certain admissions to his counsel. He hasn't (l1 

IF> 
oo 3 confessed to anything. 

4 THE COURT: Who could represent Mr. Vanisi? If 

5 your position is correct, who could represent him? 

6 MR. GREGORY: All right, if I might back up. 

7 Your Honor, under normal circumstances we have a don't ask, 

8 don't tell. We don't want to know whether you're guilty or 

9 innocent. Because we don't want to get into this 

10 circumstance. That's how we nor.mally approa¢h these cases. 

11 Unfortunately, because of the mistrial that 

12 occurred, we were fashioning another defense, and at that 

13 point Mr. Vanisi made certain admissions which commits us 

14 ethically, once those admissions are made. 

15 Subsequent to that, and I'm not going to go 

16 through the history again, he decided that he wanted to 

17 represent himself so he could put his theory on 1 his 

18 defense, which is totally incompatible with our defense, and 

19 a defense that we absolutely refuse to proffer to the Court 

20 or jury. 

21 So under normal circumstances that's why the 

22 Court was earlier incorrect when the Court indicated that no 

23 defense attorney could represent Mr. Vanisi. Had we not had 

24 the circumstance of the admission and then subsequent to 

25 that his desire to put on a defense that we couldn't 
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ethically put on, then we wouldn't have had a problem. Had 

we started off with his theory, we wouldn't have had a 

problem . 

But now we know, we know the circumstances. 

And for us to offer evidence or cross-examine vigorously or 

select a jury under those circumstances is, in my opinion, 

an ethical violation prohibited, and also of the opinion of 

the State Bar counsel. 

THE COURT: Well, I don't think you should 

bring state Bar counsel in. Number one, I don't even know 

who you talked to. 

Did you talk to Rob Bare or did you talk to his 

13 young assistant? 

14 MR.. GREGORY: I don' t know what the Court means 

15 by young assistant. 

16 THE COURT: I don't know the man's name who is 

17 the assistant to Rob Bare. Are you talking about Rob Bare 

18 or are you talking about --

19 MR. GREGORY: I talked to assistant bar counsel 

20 in Las Vegas, Michael Warhola, W-a-r-h-o-1-a. 

21 THE COURT: Now, furthermore, if there is an 

22 advisory opinion by Bar counsel, it should be in writing. 

23 And I'm not sure that Bar counsel understood all the 

24 ramifications of the discussion that you had with them. 

25 Because the discussions with regard to counsel's ethical 
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obligations are somewhat different depending on the 

circumstances. 

So I don't really think we should -- if we want 

to know his opinion, we should have him here if that for 

some reason would affect the Court's decision. But I don't 

think we should rely on any statements he made in a 

hypothetical. 

MR. GREGORY: I'm relying on Supreme Court Rule 

166 and Supreme Court Rule 172, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: That ' s good. 

MR. GREGORY: The only reason I mentioned Bar 

counsel is because they directed me to it. 

Now as far as the timing is concerned, as I 

indicated, when I set forth the historical nature of this, 

we had hoped to get into these issues the day on the 26th of 

July or whenever it was when the Court ordered that 

Mr. Vanisi file a Feretta motion. We never carne back in 

camera to deal with this. But that aside, Your Honor, that 

was within a month, month and-a-half of trial. We informed 

the Court as quickly as possible of the circumstances that 

we were facing. 

I still believed, incorrectly, it turns out, 

and but for Mr. Petty's aid, I would continue to believe, 

but I still believed that if the Court granted our motion to 

reconsider self-representation and he was allowed to 
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~ 1 represent himself, that we could act as legal adviser and 1-'· 
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oJ"t 2 standby counsel. But it wasn't until, as I indicated, 
01 

~ 3 August 16th when Mr. Petty insisted that I make the phone 

4 call to Bar counsel, that I discovered we would not be able 

5 to act in those capacities either. 

6 Your Honor, we're in a circumstance -- and I'm 

7 not asking -- I'm not acting as an adversary. I'm not 

8 advocating. My responsibilities, Mr. Bosler's 

9 responsibilities, Mr. Petty, if you will, because he's been 

10 part of this, and Mr. Specchio, is to come here to report to 

11 the Court as officers of the Court our concern, and the 

12 fact, Your Honor, if I might, that we have concluded that we 

13 cannot properly defend this man. 

14 Now if that results in a continuance, so be it. 

15 He's not going anywhere. The important thing is that this 

16 man enjoy due process of law. He's not going to get it 

17 under these circumstances. 

18 Now I know everybody wants to get on down the 

19 road here. 

20 THE COURT: That's not the issue, Mr. Gregory, 

21 for the Court. The issue for the Court at this stage in the 

22 proceedings is I have a defendant who is malingering and a 

23 defendant who does not want to go to trial. I have a 

24 defendant who can not represent himself. I.have already 

25 ruled on that. I have a defendant that will continue to 
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And if I rule at this stage in the proceedings 
01 
w 3 
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that your representations are in fact correct, that you 

cannot represent Mr. Vanisi, and that you cannot fashion any 

defense in this case that is ethical, theh I have set up to 

never have this case go to trial; and you may not believe 

that, but I ·know that to be the case. 

MR. GREGORY: I'm sorry, I misunderstood the 

last part. You set up what? I'm sorry, Judge. 

THE COURT: I set up a situation where this 

11 case will never go to trial. Now I'm not saying these 

12 things so you can argue with me, Mr. Gregory. I'm just 

13 telling you the Court's position. 

14 MR. GREGORY: I 'm not trying to argue. I 'm 

15 just trying to hear you. I didn't hear you. 

16 THE COURT: Then don't interrupt me. I need to 

17 know specifically what your defense will be if you were to 

18 proceed with it, that you and Mr. Bosler and Mr. Specchio 

19 have discussed that you think is a viable defense the 

20 defendant will not cooperate with you on. You started out 

21 saying you have what you think is a viable defense, and 

22 Mr. Vanisi will not cooperate. 

23 MR. GREGORY: It has to do with provocation by 

24 Officer Sullivan, a slight provocation to be sure, and an 

25 overreaction by Mr. Vanisi resulting in the death of Officer 
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4 THE COURT: That would be part of the defense 

5 - that he admitted being there and doing it? 

6 MR. GREGORY: That is the defense, and 

7 that's -- I would submit to the Court that's one of the 

8 reasons Mr. Vanisi doesn't want to embrace it, because at 

9 best, we might eliminate premeditation and keep him from 

10 being put to death. It certainly doesn't address the other 

11 charges. 

12 It is about as incomplete a defense as you_can 

13 get. But faced with the evidence that we're looking at, 

14 that's all we got. And in our opinion, that is the only 

15 viable defense. 

16 However, Mr. Vanisi has concluded that if he's 

17 able to convince the jury of his defense 

18 THE COURT: Which is? 

19 MR. GREGORY: That he wasn't there, that 

20 certain other individuals were involved in it, his friends, 

21 that he's the odd man out, up from Los Angeles, being used 

22 as a scapegoat for this particular crime. Well, if the jury 

23 embraces that defense, Mr. Vanisi is acquitted completely on 

24 the murder charge. 

25 THE COURT: And how does he want you to put 
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1 that defense on? 

2 MR. GREGORY: First of all, as I indicated, the 

3 

4 

precursor is Mr. Vanisi taking the stand and testifying to 

those matters. I mean, that triggers the defense. Anything 

5 else is just pure gibberish. 

6 

7 

THE COURT: And what is the evidence that you 

have that will not allow you to allow Mr. Vanisi testifying 

8 in that manner? 

9 MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, as I have indicated 
10 to the Court, he's already made admissions. For 

11 Mr. Vanisi -- for us to present that, starting as a theme at 
12 jury selection, following through to conclusion, makes us a 
13 party to at least two crimes I can think of, obstruction of 
14 justice and subordination of perjury, and we will not 

15 participate in that. 

16 THE COURT: In anyone's testimony other than 
17 Mr. Vanisi's? 

18 MR. GREGORY: Court's indulgence. Well, I 
19 think -- Your Honor, I think I made it clear to the Court 
20 earlier that all of our cross-examination would involve this 
21 same theme, and we know better. But as officers of the 
22 Court in front of the jury, tendering vigorous 

23 cross-examination, we're embracing a theme that we know is a 
24 lie and offering our good offices as some sort of 
25 credibility for the jury to embrace. So it goes across the 
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01 3 circumstances we don't care if they did it or not. We don't 

4 want to know because we don't want to get into the 

5 circumstance. But this was a unique unusual situation, I 

6 submit, not to be followed by subsequent counsel, because I 

7 think Mr. Vanisi is not going to let the cat out of the bag, 

8 if you will. He's going to embrace the defense that he 

9 wants to put on, period. 

10 But again, Your Honor, we're not here to 

11 antagonize the Court, and I know the Court gets irritated 

12 with me. I'm not acting as adversaries. 

13 THE COURT: I don't get irritated with you 

14 except when you interrupt me. The question I had, though, 

15 was whether or not there was any other witnesses other than 

16 Mr. Vanisi and the cross-examination. 

··17 MR. GREGORY: Other witnesses that would 

18 support his theory? 

19 THE COURT: No, you said that would be 

20 subordination of perjury would occur if you embraced his 

21 defense. You hav~ indicated that you believe if you put 

22 your defendant on the stand to say what he wants to say, you 

23 would be doing that. 

24 You have indicated in response to my question 

25 about that as to any other witnesses that you might be in 
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that position with other than the defendant, that you might 

feel uncomfortable -- you would feel uncomfortable embracing 

the defense in your cross-examination of witnesses. 

4 MR. GREGORY: Yes, ma'am. 

5 THE COURT: Was there anyone that you need to 

6 put on the stand to support Mr. Vanisi' s theory that would 

7 result in subordination of perjury? 

8 MR. GREGORY: There may well be, Your Honor, 

9 although I can't indicate with any specificity. Mr. Vanisi 

10 has indicated there are other witnesses. 

11 THE COURT: But you have no information that 

12 they in fact would suborn perjury? 

13 MR. GREGORY: Your Honor, I have refused to 

14 even discuss it with him. As I have indicated many times 

15 since February, I have been unable to have a substantive 

16 conversation with Mr. Vanisi, until the point where he 

17 decided he wanted to represent himself. 

18 I haven't been able -- Your Honor, how do I 

19 prepare this man for trial knowing that I'm committing, 

20 potentially commiting a criminal offense? I can't even 

21 prepare this man to take the stand. 

22 THE COURT: Have you discussed with him the 

23 viabilities _of his proffered defense based upon the 

24 evidence? 

25 You indicated that after you saw discovery and 
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