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are no ive. 

exam 

? 

.. 

? 

' ct that au observed? 

There was a 9errated kitchen knife about 
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l eight or eight and a hal inc 1es ong 1 a 

2 four inch woo e on ]. our an 

3 inc t was severa 

4 victim 1 s 1ea or 

5 appeare 1al. r a 

6 at was on e carpe ing in 

7 

was :i. approx1ma 

? 

cause 

rnitted to the forensic lab first 
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1 - to have the blood tests on it. Most of the processes -I 

2 that we use for fingerprints will contaminate t e 

3 blood samples that are on there. 

4 Q In connection with the victim, you 

5 see evidence of injury? 

6 A Yes, I did. 

7 Q And particularly int e area o 

8 and neck substantla 

9 A Yes, I in 0 er areas a so. 

10 Q And in ot er areas o· 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q Di you 0 serve any 

13 in other pa rt. s 0 

14 A ere were areas o 

15 r.1.ppe across 

16 dining room area. 

17 

1B 

19 is a pa 

2 ere are area. 

vein or 
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1 portion .. ocuse on a 

2 window. you orm any op on regar e poin 

3 of entry o as a resu your 

4 investigation? 

5 A Yes, 

6 you 

7 A e opinion on 

s t an inspec 10n a e way a 

9 t ome, an 

10 intact an appear e any sign o 

en ry excep or one o 

roorn, w 

13 t ere are 

wes 
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1 T ere was a so a pa 

2 that -- were a come ;i,n con 

3 win ow screen t was on e scree 

4 that win ow. 

5 

6 anyw ere 

7 polnt o ry. 

8 ere was a so --

9 ting. ere was a am 

10 

11 y opene 

1 

13 

was o 

B 
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'1) 

l - that screen and that window to see if we could get any -I 

2 rints off of it. 

3 The window didn't show any signs o 

4 disturbance at all, We didn't get any prints o 

'.) it, as I recall. But he ~tated that t1at screen tat 

6 was bent and one 

7 about a week before by one of the peop at 

8 there. The screen that I'm escri ing is on e 

9 northwest bedroom. 1t 1 s on er nor 

10 corner of the trailer and t aces wes 

11 And the screen 

12 was bent and it was sitting on t e groun 

13 away from the win ow. 

14 Q So I 

15 you Just escri was your 

16 1n green on 

17 

es , i 1S. 

19 ou ave men 

prepare 
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1 prepared at the crime scene in lS case 

2 A Yes, I a-ve. 

3 Q Was l rawn 0 sea 

4 A It was rawn as 

5 sea e, yes. 

6 

7 onor. 

8 

9 

10 

ropose 

1 

13 

• 

? 

icate to scale? 
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1 A It indicates the approximate scale 1 yes. 

2 Q And that was one ha equa s one 

3 foot. 

4 A Correct, 

5 Q You've also in 1cate a tl.me, 

6 August the 3lst 1 1995. An you in ours. 

7 A Correct. 

8 Q Ia t a.t mi 

9 A 

10 evening. 

11 Q 1ve 1n , e evenin 

12 Is t ime o ense or is 

13 arrived? 

14 arri.ve 

15 18 18 

1 o er crime scene 

arrive 

cons 

was 
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----- ------··---------~ 

1 State offers Pro osed Exhibit 76. 

2 MR. BROOKS: No objection. 

3 THE COURT: It will be received in 

4 evidence. 

5 

6 (State's Exhibit 76 
admitted into evi ence. 

7 

8 MR. HARMON: Your Honor, may we move lt a 

9 little closer to the jury. 

10 THE COURT: Yes. 

11 MR. HARMON: An 

12 to the board. 

13 THE COURT: Will counse approac 

14 bench briefly. 

15 

16 iscussion, 

17 

18 

19 Q e Juror~ a 

iagram. 

ex l 
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'1) 1 - the jury as to what is deplete 1-agram. -I 

2 A As was mentione t J.S l.S a oor 

3 plan of a double WJ. e trai er at 83 pace 

125 in Balerina Mobil8 Horne Par ime 

5 that we were t ere J.S 

6 ere, 

7 face nort • roa way in 

8 down ere at om 90 

9 aces sout 

10 e 

11 :i. n t e master room are in 

12 ottom. e one 

13 ta eing e pol 

s 
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the laundr room here. You have a washer an 

d:r er. That oes into a little walkway into t e 

3 kitcherl and the dining room, and t ere was a 

4 lar e family room in the northeast corner. 

5 Q Both of the outside oors were 

6 A Yes, they were. ey were s 

7 They didn't show any oigns o 

8 time. 

9 Q Now, you 

10 that had potential va ue int e case. 

11 A Yes, I 

12 Q Exp ain w you 

13 A one is 

14 Von t A 

15 position 

16 :i::-ance 

17 

18 

19 an 

carpe 

f 

front of the 
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115 

1 enterta:i.nrnen 

2 

ose 

escribed 

trailer did 

ance? 

Yea we did. 

Where else? 

In the master bedroom -- or I'm sorry. 

m over in this area the toilet had some 

on the side of the toilet seat. And there was 

21 also a small area on the side of the basin, the 5ink. 

22 And I'm to think if there was any anywhere 

23 else. 

24 I think that was it as far as other 

25 area.$. The rest cf it was con ined int is iving 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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1 room area, in here. 

2 Q I would like you to, to ma e $Ure l s 

3 clear, to write at t ocat1.on o 

4 you concluded entry was ma e po1.n e 

5 will JUSt c1rc area an en pu your 

6 e c1rc e. 

7 ay. 

8 so wr1 

J.IlJ. 

c air. 

inment center 

P. floor. 

That had writin on them? 
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1 A Yes. 

2 MR. HARMON: May I approach the witness, 

3 Judge. 

4 BY MR. HARMON: 

5 Q Analyst Perkins, I'm showing you an 

6 

7 Exhibit 68. 

8 Are you able 

9 A Yes, I am. 

10 Q ag into 

11 knife was placed that was ocate oor near 

12 the body and appeare ave a ering 

13 the blood and hair? 

14 A Yes, lt l.S. 

15 Q you open 

16 ::1cissors 0 UB 

17 t. e contents. 

18 e rec 

19 

20 () rown era 
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'1) 1 - which has been wrapped aroun er -I 

2 safety purposes? 

3 A Yes, it oes. so on 

4 initials an personne, num 

5 impoun e item, • 

6 Q lS lB 

7 worked wit you at e scene in carryi 

8 investigation. 

9 es, 1. 

10 ave you 

11 es, 

12 

13 you a serve 

sa 

le 

or latent 

s it is. 
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1 Q w at l. B a prin 

2 A pr1n, lS a pa. 

3 en your 

4 anot er sur ace un er some circurt 

5 got lS you ave a 

sur aces 0 

7 eac 

8 

pores an 

10 an y aci 

some. 

led 

tion now does it 

.s handled thal an identifiable latent 

twill alwa s be de osited on either the handle or 
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1 the blade? 

2 A Not by any means. There is so many 

3 variables like the conditiono I mentione 

4 It'B more often than not that you wi not recover 

5 prints from items. 

6 MR. HARMO : our onor, may we 

7 paper that was wrappe aroun e mar as 

8 State's Propose 

9 ropose 

10 e 

11 

w wha the clerk has 
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121 

1 ropose 

2 e six separa 

variou 

ram? 

clerk haa 

the Pro oaed 60 1 

n. If OU first 

iners. Go throu hall of 

d cut them o en first. 

e of the containers have a 

us seal on them, Does that indicate that 

ossibl some t e of bodily fluid was found on the 

25 evidence? 

CCR NO. 204 RPR 
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I\. Yes, it does. Do you want t e ones ;r;;om 

2 the bedroom opened up at this t me a so. 

3 Q Yes. 

4 Now 1 so that we un erstan you 

5 the process of doing regar 1ng Propose 

6 through 74, are those t e papers o 

7 have been torn up and were 

8 fairly close proxim ty tot y 

9 A Yes, t ey are. 

10 Q Will you examlne as quic 

11 the contents o 

12 thr-ough 741 

13 accurately depict to 

14 piE:!ces o paper were 

15 A 

16 two pieces o 

17 

18 

19 es. 

20 

X's in 
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1 the doorway, and then outside on the front porch an 

the dining room. 

3 State's Propose 70 lS 

4 and this was just to the nort victim's yon 

5 the liv ng room carpet. 

6 ropose 

7 piece, an lS WOU een jus 

0 e vie im, a 

10 piece wi appears 

e may 

you 

a er you ve i 

her items that I ·ust 
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'1) 1 - went over all of them were from the living room an -I 

2 the front porch area. 

3 Q Meaning 69 through 73? 

4 A Through 72, yes. And then 73, o ay. 

5 That's correct. Yea, 73 l.S t ast o e pieces o 

6 the torn up etter iving room area. 

7 74 is t e one tat we JUS 

8 the handwritten .,etter. 

9 grou 

10 handwritten etters an ures. 

11 paperwor, ano 

12 

13 were a int 

14 on tat a1nmen 

1 

1 0 ese propose 

e lU SU 

were on 

an . y::; 
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l 

2 

you. 

the 

t 

hs to show their exact 

21 location a little bit better. 

And the numbers when we write our notes 

23 and stuff at the scene that hel s us kee track of 

24 what items came from where. 

25 MR. HARMON: Thank you. Your Honor, may 

MARCIA J. LEONARD CCR NO. 204 RPR 
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126 

1 we have the cour 

2 

3 BY 

4 

5 scene wor 

6 

7 un 

a 

t of 

the 

nes do ou remember? 

that stands out in my mind 

ivin room floor. It was a 

and the handset was off of the 

so that tele hone was off the hook? 

Ye:J it was. 

And that's in the same room where t e 

4 bod was found? 

25 A Yes, it waa. It was rno-.:-e towar I:! 

J. LEONARD CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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'1) 1 - northeast corner of the room. -I 

2 M:R. HAR you. 

3 direct, your oner. 

4 TH 

5 

6 

7 BY MR. 

8 

9 you 

10 

11 poin . 

the 

he 

showin 

that wall there 

irrors attached to 

sis the room where most of the 

were found on the floor, correct? 

PR 
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- -·--------~ 

1 A 

2 Q rawers ln 

pu or are ey 1n 

4 rawers are o some 

5 at"e a in some 

ere, 

1 

? 

or 

m? 

r: Yes the are. 

-----·- -
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1 ow you a p ograp 

lS 1S a so in e mas room. 

es, 1 l. s . 

ere is a ro 

? 

23 Would 

24 clothes stacked u which have either been washed or 

25 set out for some 
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'1) - 1 A Yes, I wou -I 

2 Q 

3 Did the JU:r:y nee 

4 I'm sorry. 

5 you, sir, 

6 Loo ing a 

7 if I'm wrong, tis is 

8 you would rive up 

9 south en? 

10 A es, i 

11 west 1rect1on. 

12 Q 

13 right 

14 

15 

he 
16 tat 

17 roa . 

2 feet 
18 

19 

e windows 

but 

is it? 

obscured. There 

ere. 

-~-----· 
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'1) - 1 A It's like fan pa ms, an -I 

2 cactus. 

3 ay. 

4 questions. 

5 THE C 

6 MR. 

7 Honor-

8 

9 

10 BY MR. HARM N: 

11 Q 

12 in ri-veway 

13 A 

14 carpor 

15 

? 

16 

ulled 
17 

es. 
18 

or 
19 

20 no 

ed? 

n't. 

besides 

aster bedroom, for 

reall "ob of 
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132 

1 housek.eeping? 

2 Di you orm any op 

3 there may have een some 

4 assailant? 

5 A I orm an 

6 condition o 

7 from one en 

8 the way t 

9 

10 papers wit 

11 also on 

12 

13 Q your 

? 

14 o paper w1 

15 

16 

17 

19 amoun s. 

our 

ou have no indication that 
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1 there ever was any money in 

2 A 

3 

4 questl.ons. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

own. 

10 

we 

lS n 

not to 

else on an 

h or 

s trial or 

edium of 

ion 

ress an 

onnected with this case until 

ubmitted to ou. 

Good evenin, ladies and gentlemen, we'll 

4 RPR 
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1 be at ease while ou de art the confines of the 

2 courtroom. 

3 We will begin at 9:30 in the morning. 

4 We'll take care of the other matters 

5 tomorrow. 

6 MR. BROOKS: As to that particular 

7 matter, I decided not to ~aise it. 

8 

9 

10 

11 THE COURT: Can we at this point declare 

l t e recess? 

13 MR. ARMON: Yes. 

rue an ranscrip 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

PAGE 
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........ ·-·------------------····--··· ·-··--··· 

2 THE COURT; Let's go on the record outside 

] the presence of the jury. The defendant is present 

4 represented by his counsel. 

5 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

MR. BROOKS: Judge, the defense would ask 

e 

dismiss all charges based on the State's violation of the 

equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment. I have 

of the motion and we would 

with anything the Court wants regarding the State to 

reHpond. 

THE COURT: What is the nature of the 

motion? 

regards to the nature. 

16 THE COURT: You can file it in open court at 

17 this time. 

l.8 MR. BROOKS: Thank you, Judge. 

20 all the jury questionnaires and discovered that in our jury 

21 questionnaires, we had 135 Jury questionnaires and of the 

as black. Of that 

23 135 1 we excused 66 for various reasons involving opposition 

24 to the death penalty, opposition to parole, illness, 

25 hardship, work or other reasons. Of the 66 that were 

PATSY K~ SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC1208 
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l excused 10 were black leavin five members on the 

2 panel. 

ion proce ure --

4 THE COURT: Yes, although you will recall 

5 that the minority jurors in the prospect.ive panel all asked 

7 MR. BROOKS: That is correct. 

a THE COUR'l': Or indicated an oppo5ition to 

9 the death penalty. 

10 MR. BROOKS= That is correct, your Honor. 

12 were never brought into the process. Of those 33, three 

13 were black, leaving a total of 36 jurors who ware passed 

14 

15 

16 

17 

for cause b both arties two of whom were black. 

THE COURT: What do you mean 33 were never 

rought n? 

MR. BROOKS: Thirty three we never got to. 

18 In other words, when we actually qualifiad --

• 

20 MR. BROOKS: Right, there were 33 laft when 

21 we got to them. 

:2 2 THE COURT: I 1 m not sure there were that 

23 many. 

e 

25 peremptory challenges, the State eliminated both black 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

- ', . .,_,, ......... ,,,•-~~--------

8JDC1209 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

d 427 01 a Bourne and the 

State provided the Court a reason; that being that these 

individuals were equivocal about their o impose 

the death penalty. The Court accepted that as a race 

neutral reason. 

penalty trial, which is the Shoels case, which occurred in 

Department III of District Court in September of 1995, 

case number Cll5759, we went through precisely the 

si;llll.e procedure and in tht1t casat we qualified 32 jurors 

that were paaaed for oause 

jurors were black and, in that case, the State also knocked 

off both black jurors, that being juror Bobbie Walker 

Renee Culmer 

15 badge 492. And, once again, the State offered the precise 

16 

17 

18 

20 

same reasons they offered in this case that t ese two 

·urors were equivocal in their support for the death 

penalty, even though, during the examination, they 

• 

When we take that information 1 Judge, the 

21 two casea, the State's behavior is the same and also 

oneider their ~ction& in cha~9ing this case. I would like 

23 to briefly mention that. The charging decision in this 

24 case, I current y represen 

25 the facts are remarkably similar and in all three cases, 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC1210 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

inted 

he stabs them anywhere from 15 to 25 times in each case, 

and in each case he either takes the car or tries to ta e 

the car afterwards. 

In one caae, where a white man kills a white 

man, 

7 Keeves, the case negotiated to a voluntary manslaughter 

8 with use of a use deadly weapon and a robbery. The state 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

death 

In the ca5e of State of Nevada versua 

Sonthraht Sengsuwan, wh c 

the State of Nevada did not seek the death penalty, but is 

seeking & first degree murder conviction and then in this 

, 

are almost precisely the same as the others, the State of 

Nevada not only aeeks first degree murder, they aaek the 

death penalty. 

Our position is in light of these charging 

that the reasons being given by the State in their jury 

selection, when they say they are knocking black jurors off 

uivocalit the death penalty, 

w~ 5Ubmit that's a p~etext and we aubmit that the law under 

Doyle, which is cited in my mo ion, 

idea that we've established a prima facie case of 

PATSY K, SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC121 l 
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,:, 
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I 
CD 
'--, 

C' 
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1 discrimination and in fact the State's reasons ai:e 

2 pretextural and, in fact, the State is practicing racial 

3 discrimination in how t ey charge these caaes. 

4 MS. SILVER: Just briefly. 

5 We haven't even had an opportunity to read 

7 record right now. 

8 

9 

One of the things I would like to mention ia 

I prosecuted a case, death penalty case called State of 

10 Nevada ver5us Edward Lee Jones and in that case, it•a ve~y 

s case. l.S g.1.r many --

12 I think a year. They had a abusive relationship, there was 

13 a robbery involved, and I got the death penalty. The 

15 what color my victim or my defendant is, I think we look at 

16 the facts of the case and we decide it baaed on each of the 

17 different facts. I don•t know the facts of Mr. Brooks' 

18 cases, but I can tell you that Edward Lee Jones was almost 

20 that ca5e and th~t waa with a black victim. 

21 THE COURT: You mean the defendant got the 

22 death penalty. 

23 MS. SILVER: Th@ defendant was black and his 

y, a.s 

25 well in that case, and it was just almost identical. 

PATSY K• SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

. , ... ···-·-------

8JDC1212 
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""··--·-·------------------------------------------
.. ·····-··------------------

2 that he negotiates down to voluntary manslaughter or some 

3 other charge. I wasn't the prosecutor on those caeea, 

4 whether they were a Thai victim, I don 1 t know the 

5 circumstances of those aasea. Obviously, there are reasons 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

our panel to decide. There's a whole panel in the D.A."s 

Office that decides that. It's not a unilataral decision 

b erson. 

In ~ny event, I did want to make a ~eco~d 

even o Jurors e , I W'OU 0 

the Court that the black individuals that were kicked from 

the jury panel, many of them raised their hands because it 

in. Some of them said it's because they could not give the 

death penalty. 

I would note to the Court, and I will 

provide exhibits as well, that there were at least t~o 

-- that they would sit on this case. However, the only 

two punishments they could decide was the death penalty or 

life without that the could not consider life with. 

Those individuals were kicked by the defense. Those were 

Jurors. 

One of the jurors I had personally on the 

PATSY K. SMITB, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC1213 
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1 ueationnaire which • 

2 would like to take time to research the number because one 

4 

5 

e aaid that struck me of why I wanted him as 

a juror ia he stated that hia aisters were two guards at 

the prison. One of the statements he ma.de is, "I know wha.t 

7 going to follow-up with i.s, "Why don 1 t you tell us what 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

prison life is really like,'' and enlighten the paople as to 

the fact that it"s not like --

THE COURT: That would not have been prope4 

MS. SILVER: Well, in any event, we heard 

from one white juror that said prison is like the movie 

Ser ico --

THE COURT: Papillon. 

MS. SILVERi -- with Al Pacino. 

THE COURT: Papillon. 

MS. SILVER: I don't know where I got that. 

20 Steve McQueen. 

21 

22 

23 

25 

MSw SILv.t:;R. I'm wrong on all that. 

In any event, that was a ·u.or I w~s ver 

interested in having black, white, or otherwise and be that 

Juror int e Jury 

panel because of his statement that he could not consider 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC1214 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

:J 

10 

11 

12 

13 

conaider the death 

penalty or life without. 

There was another Juror, a 

I'm going to have to go back over my notes and I cannot 

remember for the lifA of me what his name was or what he 

aitting right now and he left the jury box as well because 

he said he could only consider death or life without and eo 

I ust wanted to make the representations that the only two 

jurors that, you know, that we had struck for cauae or, 

excuse me, peremp e 

indecisive answers in this caee and I think we have already 

made a record on that. 

• ourt is of the 

15 opinion that the current method of selecting jurors is just 

16 

17 

18 

about as race neutral as it can be. 1.s compr 

of persons who have automobile driver•s licenses. Thia is 

probably as close as you can get to a demographic 

20 in my opinion, the process itself by which we obtain a pool 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of jurors ie race neutral. 

The instances pointed to by the Deputy 

Public Defender representing Mr. Chappell are discrete in 

having taken the plea in the Keeves case, that there are 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT RBPORTER 
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1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

differing features to these cases. These are discrete 

ca~es that can only at least, in terms of the predicate for 

e y episo ic. 

There is no question but that the victim in 

this case is a Caucasian and the defendant in this case is 

an Afric 

insufficient foundation laid to establish that the 

proaecution in this case, in the jury selection, violated 

9 the defendant'a ~ights of equal p~ot~ction and at this time 

10 I•ll ask that the ju~y be brought in. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

• .. 

(Off the record discussion not reported.) 

THB COURT: Can counsel approach tha bench 

for 'net a minute. 

(Off the record discussion not reported.) 

r we w give im 10 

minutes and if the juror is not here, we will use an 

alternate. 

(Off the record discussion not reported.} 

THE COURT: We will use the 10 minute rule 

at this point for our professor. If he"s not here, we'll 

move on with an alternate. 

(Off the record at 9r55 a.m. and back on the 

PATSY K. SMITH, OF~ICIAL COURT REPORTER 

------
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1 

2 

3 THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and 

4 gentlemen. 

5 THE JURY: (In Uniaon} Good morning. 

7 presence of the jury? 

B MR. HARM.ON: Yes, your Honor. 

9 MR. BROOKS: Defense will, our Honor. 

10 THE COURT: This i::1 the continuation of the 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

Jury may resume Wl. 

YOU may call your next witness. 

MS. SILVER: Thank you, your Honor. The 

DEBORAH TURNER, 

having been first duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole 

truth and nothing but the truth, testified and said as 

MR. BROOKSl Judge, for the record, one of 

22 the jurors has a ueation a arentl. 

23 A VOICE: Can we continue with the 

25 THE COURT: Oh 1 that"s correct. If we can 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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2 already made the appropriate -- in its view, the 

3 appropriate culings on their admissibility. 

4 MS. SILVER; Thank you. 

5 

7 BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Can you please state your name and 8 

9 our names first and last for the record. 

10 

11 T-U-R-N-E-R. 

12 

13 

A 

Q 

A 

Deborah Turner. D-E-B-0-R-A-H 

And, Deborah, how old are you? 

Nineteen. 

15 know someone by the name of James? 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

what he • J.S 

A Yes. 

Q Do you see him here in couct today? 

A Yes, I do. 

wearing. 

A Be's wearing a suit with a yellow 

2 shirt with a tie suit. 

23 MS. SILVER: Your Honor, may the record 

24 re e witness 

25 THE COURT: Yes. 

PATSY K, SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 BY MS. SILVER Did ou also call him 

2 Hip Hop? 

ea. 

4 Q Why did you call him that? 

5 A Because he danced around with hie 

7 Q Where would you generally see the 

8 detendant7 

9 A !n the apartments on La& Vegas -- I 

10 maan on Lamb and Bonanza. 

12 A The Rayson --

13 Q Is that ' of projects? a series 

14 A It'e a 

15 Q And how long before August 31st of 1995 

1 How at? 

17 A Approximately six to eight months. 

18 Q And during that time period, how often 

.20 A All the time. He was there hanging out 

21 moat of the ti.me. 

22 Q Would it be fair to say almost 

23 everyday, if not everyday? 

• 

25 strike, your Honor. This is irrelevant testimony. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 THE COURT: Overruled. 

2 THE WITNESS; I seen hi.In everyday that I was 

OU e was ere. 

4 Q (RY MS. SILVER) Did you live in that 

5 complex? 

7 Q Now, during that time, to your 

8 knowledge, did he have a job7 

9 MR. BROOKS; Objection, irrelevant. 

10 THE COURT; Overruled. 

12 Q (BY MS. SILVER) To your knowledge, did 

13 he have a vehicle? 

14 A N 

15 he was driving hia girlfriend'a car. 

16 Q Did you ever see that girlfriend? 

17 A No. 

18 Q I'd like to show you what's been marked 

20 and ask you if this is the car you recall the defendant in 

21 possession of? 

22 A Yea, xna'arn. 

23 Q Had you ever seen his children before? 

severa i.mes. 

25 Q Now, on August 31st of 1995, do you 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFf'ICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 recall seein the defendant? 

2 A On the day? 

as you t l.S. 

4 You recall one day spe~king to homicide 

5 detectives, correct? 

7 Q The evening before, do you recall 

8 seeing the defendant? 

9 A Oh, yes. 

10 Q was that approximately August 31Gt of 

12 A It was that night. 

13 Q Okay. 

14 And waa i 

15 A It was --
the defendant -- or was it 

17 light? 

18 A It was dark outside. 

20 first aaw him? 

21 A No. lt was just -- I just know it was 

22 dark. 

23 Q And did you see the vehicle that you 

25 you see it7 

PATSY K. SMITBr OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 A Yeah it was in ths 

2 Q And where was he in connection to where 

e car was 

4 A He was in the area the last spot I seen 

5 him. 

7 A He had ahrimp and pie and he was going 

B door to door trying to sell it. 

9 

10 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

Q Did he approach you as well? 

A Yes. 

uy some 

A I bought the shrimp and the pie and 

rented the car. 

buy the shrimp and the pie for? 

A Fifteen dollars. 

Q How did he ask you what did he say 

to you before he sold these items to you? 

said -- he called me -- he called me over. He know my 

21 name. He was like, "Dee Dee, come here. You want this?" 

22 I looked in the bag and told him, "Yes,•• but after he left 

23 and came back, he asked roe about the car and I told him, 

e 

25 additional $10. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

________________ ,,, __ ,_ ----
... ···------------

8JDC1222 



AA02956

2 price for all of those three items? 

3 A To a certain extent, but he was freely 

4 to let me drive the car, like no limit really. He just 

5 told me --

7 A Yes. 

8 Q And did he tell you what to do with the 

9 vehicle when ou were done? 

10 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

A 

To park it in the back by my house, 

Did he hand over the shrimp to you? 

Did he hand 

And the pie together. 

With the keys? 

Not at the same time. When we crune 

18 back, he did. 

20 you theee three items, the keys, and the shrimp, a.nd the 

21 pie? 

22 A Gave him the money. 

23 Q Bow much again was that? 

ars. 

25 Q And let rue ask you this. Did the 

PATSY K. $MITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 defendant -- how was he actin 

2 A Just like he always be. Juet Hip Hop. 

1 e everyday 1 hip hop, which is dancing and 

4 just doing his thing. 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q Did he seem sad? 

the normal way. He always be happy and goofing around. 

Q So he was not sad? 

A (Witness shook head ne ativel • 

THE REPORTER; Is that answer no? 

o say yea or 

12 no. 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

A No. It wasn•t no sadness. I wouldn't 

think there wa 

Q ae didn"t seem upaat? 

A No. 

Q You said you generally saw him dancing 

around. Did you see him dancing around that evening, do 

A For just a little bit after he got the 

radio out of the car. You know, his little radio. After 

awhile, I ~at out there for a little bit and he was 

around~ dancingt and then we joked for a little bit and we 

up my • 

Q What kind of dancing was he doing? 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

2.3 

25 

. ·--·· .. -·-·-·----.i 

A Just break dancin 
. ust dancin • No 

particular dancing, just dancing. 

Q as anyone ancing w~ 

A No. 

Q And as he was dancing, did he seem 

A No. 

Q What did you do with the vehicle7 What 

did you do with the car7 

A I picked up my friend and we drove. 

A Ladonna Jackson. I picked her up. We 

went driving around. 

Were ou drivin tha car? 

A Yee. 

Q And where was ahe s tt ng7 

A In the passenger seat. 

Q Where all did you go? 

Man, we just drove around the streets and took otf kind of 

late and we came back home. 

Q And where did you park the car? 

A On the side of the back of my house. 

wa.a l..Il a p 

A It was on top of grass behind the 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

Q If you were on the street, could you 

hava seen where that car was? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

No. 

And did you park it at the same 

Yes. 

What did you do with the keys? 

Put them underneath the seat 

10 underneath the seat back or whatever that thing is. 

12 A 

13 Q 

en you e 

Want into my house. 

Do you recall about what time thi$ 

15 A It was like approximately like about 3 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

and 5 in the morning, but it was before the sun came up. 

Q So that would have been 3 to 5 in the 

morning on September 1st of 1995? 

Q 

A 

Q 

• 

Going in from the time that you --

That night. 

-- rented this vehicle into the earl 

23 morning hours? 

25 

A 

Q 

• 

Did you ever s~~ the defendant again 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 a.fter that? 

2 A No. 

D d there come a time the next day that 

4 you saw some people around that vehicle? 

5 A Yeah, I was in tny bed and my friend 

7 they were fingerprinting the stuff and the car and he was 

8 asking people and I didn't ~eally want to say nothing until 

9 I found out who it wa~. I thought I was in trouble, but~-

10 Q Who was aekin9 people things? 

rne 

12 after they told me, I mean, what he did --

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

20 

Q Let me ask you this. Were you giving 

the olice · 

A As fa~ ae I knew, I just told them I 

rove ta car and it was me and --

Q Why did you tell the police -- why did 

you give the police information? 

mean I don't know what I'm suppose to say, but I know them 

21 kida, I feel for them kid5. I seen the1n kids in the 

22 apartments and I juet feel that it wa$ wron what he did 

23 and I don't really like to snitch on nobody or nothing like 

as wrong. --
25 I don't know. 

PATSY K, SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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l 

2 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

.... ·······-------------------

Oka. 

A I work way too hard for my mom and I 

een in • 

Q Okay. Let me ask you the next 

question. 

statement from the polica or a handwritten atatement or did 

they just talk to you? 

A They -- they did -- they talked to me 

and did a written. Wrote some of the atuff down on hia pad 

• 

MS. SILVER: Court's indulgence. 

Thank you. That concludes diract 

examination. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BROOKS: 

James was dancing around that evening, correct? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Ha was dancing around because he was 

23 high on cocaine; isn•t that right? 

• 

25 Q Did he do cocaine in the projects? 

PATSY K, SMITH, OFFICIJ\L COURT REPORTER 
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1 A From what I have known he was -- he 

2 was a crack head from what I know. 

a crac 

4 And that"s why he ~as selling the shrimp and 

s 

6 

the car to get money for drugs? 

A 

7 Q Does that make sense, though? 

MS. SILVER; I'm going to object as to 

9 speculation. 

10 THE COURT: Overruled. 

• 

12 question. 

13 A Oh. It makes sense, but I wouldn't 

14 just pinpoint it. 

15 Q But you didn"t see him using drugs that 

17 A 

18 night. 

19 

20 other occaaion5? 

1 

22 

23 

25 saw him do it. 

A 

Q 

A 

l didn 1 t eee him do drugs at all that 

Have 1 seen hi.in personally? 

Yeah. 

I don't know what he done behind closed 

never 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

6 

9 

10 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

You sa he han s out there uite often? 

Yes. 

Di 

No. 

ang out wit you? 

Who did he hang out with? 

Who were his friends there? 

Be had a friend named Bridget, cc, just 

some other peopl~ th~t hanged out in the p~ojeot~. 

Q Did you ever qet high with him? 

• 

Q Was that the only time you ever used 

his girlfriend's car? 

't once before. 

Q Have you seen him with that car over 

there many ti.mes before? 

A I wouldn't say many times, but every so 

often. 

and bring it over to those apartments? 

A Yes. 

MR. BROOKS: Thank you. 

No further questions. 

MS. SILVER; Yes. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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I 
CD 
'--, 

C' 
r, -

1 

2 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

ILVER: 

4 Q Did the defendant spend the night ove~ 

5 there in the complex? 

7 Q And whose apartment ~ould he spend the 

B night at7 

9 A Bridget's. 

10 Q And that's a female? 

es. 

12 Q Did he rent the car out to other 

13 people, as well ae yourBelf, for noney? 

15 people in the projects. 

16 

17 

18 hours. 

20 

21 

22 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

A 

For what does he rent it out for? 

For money for like an hour or two 

Like --

For rock cocaine1 

Yeah, he does it for that too, but I 

23 mean never to another person's knowledge because everybody 

e open, guess, ave 

25 dealt with him on a different level. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

- Page 2B 

MS. SILVER: Court's indulgence. 

(Off the record discussion not reported.} 

my redirect. 

MR. BROOKS: No questions, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Ma this witness be discharged? 

MS. SILVER; Ye1::1. 

THE COURT; you, ma am. ou mays ep 

down. 

THE WITNESS: All right. 

• 

MS. SILVER: The next witness is Ladonna 

Jackson. 

LaDONNA JACKSON, 

truth and nothing but the truth, teatified and said as 

follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Can you please state your name and 

spell it for the record. 

J-A-C-K-S-0-N. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 
,r, 

ow old are cu? -
2 A I'm 27. 

3 Q And do you have any chi ren? 

4 A Yes, I have a ten year old. 

5 Q And where do you live? 

I • 

7 Q Is that also known as the Vera Johnson 

8 Housing --

9 A Yes. 

10 Q -- Complex? 

11 esT l. l- Q. 

12 Q That's here in Las Vegas, Clark County, 

13 Nevada? 

15 Q on August 31st of 1995, did you know 

16 someone by the names of James? 

17 A Yes. 

18 Q Do you see him here in court? 

• 

20 Q Can you please point to him and 

21 describe what he is wearing. 

22 A The man in the suit with the 

23 glasses. 

24 MS. SILVER: Your onor, may e recor 

25 reflect that the witness has identified the defendant? 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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·- ·--·-· 

r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 1 ,r, -

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

25 

.. .. , . ·-···-·· 

-

Hop? 

ance aroun 

Bop, 

time. 

generally hung 

w.aa there. 

THE 

MS. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

out 

A 

Q 

Pa e 30 

COURT: Yes. 

SILVER: Thank you, your Honor. 

Yes. 

And wh is that? 

He listens to a lot of music and he use 

;i.me, ao we ga.ve 1..m the name Hip 

When you say we gave him the name, 

Everybody over in the complex. 

Is he well known over there? 

Yea. 

About when was it that you met him 

About five or 6.1.X months ahead of 

And would it be fair to sa he 

there at the complex? 

Yea , e wast ere day in, day out. He 

Do you know whether or not he had a 

MR. BROOKS: Objection. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC1234 



AA02968

1 THE WITNESS: No. 

2 THE COURT: Th@ objection is overruled. 

a.ve a 

4 job --

5 A No. 

7 How many hours a day would you see him 

8 

9 

hanging around oveI there? 

A All day, just all day. 

10 Q To your knowledg@, did he have a car? 

• 

12 Q To your knowledge, do you know whose 

13 car it was? 

14 A It was his -- well, I thou ht she waa 

15 his wife. It ~as hie girlfriend's car. 

you ever seen is g1r 

17 before? 

18 A Yes. 

20 for purpo~e~ for identification as State's Propo5ed Exhibit 

21 

22 

23 

25 

No. 56. What is thia a picture of? 

A Our apartment complex and the car 

parked on the side of the apartment. 

on the building? 

PATSY K • SMI'l'H, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 A Ri ht. l live in a 

2 Q And showing you what has been marked 

ion purposes aa State·e Proposed Exhibit No. 

4 66, is thia the woman you knew as his wife or girlfriend? 

5 A Yes. 

7 A Yes. 

8 Q About how many times prior to Auguat 

9 31st 0£ 1995 did you see thi~ girlfriend? 

10 A It waan"t often. I aeen her twice; 

er as muc 

12 him. 

13 Q What waa she doing when she came to the 

14 com lex? 

15 A Once, when I was coming -- walking down 

was telling him something about the car, 

17 she was coming to get the car and I overheard them arguing 

18 about the car and I kept walking. So. 

20 A Another time, she was just sitting in 

21 the car, her and the kids. 1 seen the kids in the car 

22 too. They were just in the car. 

23 Q About how many times had you seen hie 

25 A Just twice. Once when she was with 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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l 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

- Pae 33 

them in the car and once he came through there with the 

kids in the car. It was the first ti.me I had seen his 

Q Do you know how many kids he had? 

A Be had two toddlers -- well, not 

even -- like ma be four five 

new born I believe it was or they might not have even been 

that young, but there were three kide. 

Q You stated that the defendant was at 

the complex all the time. Would he often spend the night 

A Yes, he spent the night over there, 

13 yes. 

14 Q And whose a artment would hes end the 

15 night at? 

gir 

17 Q On August 31st of 1995, did you see the 

18 defendant? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

Q And where -- what was the defendant 

doing when you first aaw him? 

A When we first seen him, h~ was just 

pulling into the complex and my sisters and I were on our 

the street and we seen him pulling in and we went on to the 

PATSY K~ SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

house. We spoke, he spoke, and we went onto tha ho 

Q so you actually saw him pulling up into 

A Yes. 

Q Wa$ he -- what kind of -- what vehicle 

was he drivin 

A The little bluish gray Toyota. 

Q The same vehicle that you"ve just 

described in State 1 s Exhibit No. 56? 

A Yes. 

e comp ex 

in that car and you spoke with him, how was he acting? 

A Like Jamas. 

0 What do ou mean like James? 

A Hip Hop, James. Just hi, hi or what 1 s 

ames. 

Q Did he seem sad at all? 

A No. 

20 about anything? 

21 

22 

23 

25 

A No, he wasn't nervous or anything. He 

was just James like we usually see him. 

Q Would you have ever suspected that 

A Absolutely not, no. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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- -
1 Q How lon would OU talked with 

2 him while you were with your sisters? 

waa no even -- you 

know, just hi and hi and we went on to the back. Hey, 

5 James. Hey. That waa it. 

6 

7 well? 

B 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

A No, it was me and my sisters. Like I 

said, he had just pulled up and gotten out of the car and 

we were walking through there. 

when you first saw him pulling up? 

A During the evening time. 

Let me aak OU this. 

A The sun was almost going down at that 

ime. 

Q But you can't give an exact time? 

A I don't have an exact time. I can 1 t 

Q Did there come a time that you met with 

Deborah Turner? 

A Yes. 

Q And how did that come about? 

come 

into the complex, about an hour later, Deborah came to the 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 
,r, -

I 
CD 
'--, 

C' 
r, 

l back and she was l"ke It ., 

2 you know, to talk about whatever and l was like -- you 

now, I i n't want to go and she was like, "Come on," but 

4 he had given her the car to go. 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

And did you get into the car? 

And were you the drive~? 

No. 

Or er7 

I was tha passenger. 

o you reca 

12 evening in the vehicle? 

13 

15 

16 

17 

A 

Q 

when you came home? 

A 

We went to Taco Bell and we just rode 

Do you remember about what time it waa 

It wae late. Maybe between 12 and 1. 

18 It was late. 

20 A Early morning hours, ye~. 

2 l. Q You weren·t sitting there looking at 

22 the time when you got h01ne? 

23 A No. 

e comp ex, 

25 did you or did Deborah park the vehicle? 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 
,r, -

I 
CD 
'--, 

C' 
r, 

-
2 front of the door, which is right beside that window thero, 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

and she told me she had to park it on the side of the 

building and I asked her why and she said because he asked 

her to park it, you know, I gueas where nobody could see 

• 

Q Did you watch her park it there? 

A I stood outside while she parked the 

9 car. I mean that buildin and where the car is arked 

10 there"s my apartment door ~ight there. 

12 State's Exhibit No. 56. Do you reca11 is that about where 

13 she parked the vehicle? 

15 night we were done, this is where she parked it. 

16 Q What did you do after you watched her 

17 park the vehicle? 

18 A We went into the house and went to 

• 

20 Q When you got up the next day, do you 

21 recall the vehicle still being there like this? 

22 A It was still there. Yes it was still 

23 there. 

air an accurate 

25 depiction of the way the vehicle looked on the date of 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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--------

2 A Yee, yea, that's exactly how she parked 

3 it. 

4 MS. SILVER: Your Honor, at this time I 

s would move to admit State 1 s Proposed Exhibit No. 56 . 

• • 

7 THE COURT: All right, same will be received 

8 in evidence. 

9 Q (BY MS. SILVER) Now, the next morning, 

10 September 1st of 1995, did you have an occasion to see the 

again 

12 A Yeah. He was on his way to Lucky's, 

13 but we had seen him before he was on his way. I seen him 

15 and standing around. Then we seen him like about 30 

16 

17 

minutes later crossing the street on his way to Lucky"s. 

Wa knew where he was going. 

18 Q Now, let me ask you this. When you say 

20 with him? 

21 A we never talked to Jam.es tha.t long. 

22 Like ma be five minutes. Be James. Hi. That's all we 

23 ever did is sa.y hi, you know. 

en you 

25 hello, did see seem upset at all? 
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1 A No. 

2 Q Did he seem sad? 

4 Q Could you tell whether or not anything 

5 was wrong? 

7 

e 

9 

10 

Q After you saw him go towards the Lucky 

store, did you ever see him again after that? 

A No, 

Q Did there come a time, after you saw 

e 

12 complex? 

13 A About I'll say like prior to an hour 

14 afterwards a detective came and he was lookin 

15 car. So we were all standin9 out there; nonchalantly, we 

now. e car was, ut we weren't 

17 saying anything. 

18 Q Why weren't you aaying anything when 

20 A Because that's just now it is over 

21 there where we live. Nobody opens their mouth about 

22 anything. W@ said we don't know. We thought maybe 

23 something was wrong or something -- maybe she had reported 

25 know. 
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1 

2 A 

4 A 

Protecting who? 

Protect ng James at the time? 

No. We were looking out for 

5 ourselves. We weren't protecting James. 

7 A No, you don't get invol~ed with things 

8 like that over there. You just don't get involved, you 

9 know. We don't know where the car is and that's when he 

10 told ua, 11 Here 1 s my card. In ca::1e someone eeea the car, 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

me a ca 

name. 

happened? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

What was his name? 

I think it was kind of like a Italian 

Was it Detective James Vaccaro? 

That's his name, with the mustache. 

After he gave you the card, what 

car because the guy that drives the car had just stabbed 

21 his girlfriend to death and we were all like panicked. We 

22 were like -- and I told himt well -- I said "The car ii:J 

23 around the corner." I told him exactly where it wa.s a.t 

25 he had done and we took him straight to the car. That's 
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1 

2 

4 

5 

7 

B 

9 

10 

12 

how he ot the car. 

BY MR. BROOKS: 

around there a 

well? 

MS. SILVER: Thank you. 

Tat wou conclude by direct exam~nation. 

MR. BROOKS: Thank you. 

Q Ms. Jackson, I'm curioue. James hung 

lot, didn't he? 

A A lot. 

ar a @re as 

13 A Pretty much. Yeah, he -- well, not a.11 

15 the car. 

16 Q 

17 yourself? 

18 A 

20 people, didn't he? 

21 

22 

A 

Q 

Had you ever u$ed the car before 

Yes. 

Yeah. 

Be used it aa sort of wa to make a 

23 little money on the gide there? 

e was 01.ng. 

25 Q Is it fair to say there are a lot of 
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.... .,_, ___ ,.,, ......... ,_, __ ,,_,, _________________ _ 

2 A Yeah, it ia. 

3 Q Is it fair to say that there are some 

4 apartments that are known as crack housae? 

5 A Yes. 

7 crack house? 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q And JaJI1ee use to hang out at Bridget's 

10 crack house, didntt he? 

es. 

12 Q James was a crack head, wasn't he? 

13 A I have seen worse. I mean he's not 

15 it, but, yeah, he was doing crack pretty bad. 

16 

17 

Q 

A 

Bed d crack there a lot, didn't he? 

Well, yeah, he did, but like I have 

18 said, I have seen worse. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

did you aay you aaw him actually pull up and arri~e or 

not? 

A We seen him pull into the complex. 

Q You saw him. 

A This was like I'm not sure; during 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 the earl mornin time. M 

2 Q You are not sure of the timer 

A I'm not sure. 

4 Q How far are you, at the Vera Johnson 

5 Projects --

7 Q -- Vera Johnson Projects, how far are 

8 you from that Lucky's7 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

20 

are right 

witness. 

A It's like a two, three minute walk. We 

across the street. 

• 

A Right across the street. 

MR. BROOKS: No further questions. Pass the 

THE COURT: Redi:i:-ect? 

Ri Yes. 

REDIRECT EXAMlNATION 

• 

Q Defense counsel asked you whether or 

21 not the defendant would rent out thiB car for money? 

22 A Right. 

23 Q A way to make a little money? 

• 

25 Q What did he do with that money? 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 A 

2 Q He didn't -- you never saw hll!l buy 

o~ his fa1I1ily, did you? 3 

4 A No, no. We all knew what he wanted the 

5 money for and that's the rea5on why he was one of the main 

7 anything. 

8 Q What were the other ways he made hi& 

9 money? 

10 A Stea.ling. 

• 

12 THE COURT: Overruled. 

13 Q (BY MS. SILVER} And what do you mean 

14 b that? What was his other name in the com lex? 

15 A Regulator. 

at mean, The Regulator? 

17 A That when you call on the regulators 

18 around there, that means they can go to the store and get 

20 MR. BROOKS: Object, move to strike, your 

21 Bonar. 

22 THE COURT: overruled. 

23 Q (BY MS. SILVER) Once they get 

ing 

25 about? 
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1 

2 Be had transportation. He can go to different stores. 

3 Q And once he got the items, what would 

4 he do with them over there at the complex? 

5 A Sell them. He'd sell them. 

7 A For the money or the drugs. Both. 

B Didn't make any difference. He was trying to do both. If 

9 they gave him money, he would use the money for crack. If 

10 not, he would sell it to the people for crack. 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

you sa.w .1.s g.1.r a 

couple of times over there in the complex, did she seem 

happy about the fact that he had her car? 

Q Why do you say that? 

A Well, because she knew what he waa 

doing, you know. I mean everybody --

Q Did she need to go somewhere? 

• 

THE WITNESS: She had to go to work. 

THE COURT= overruled. 

You have got to wait until I rule on the 

objection. 

m sorry. 

THE COURT: That's okay. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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W TNESS: Yeah. 

2 Q (BY MS. SILVER) Did you hear her say 

3 tha.t? 

4 A I heard her yell, like I said, when I 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

heard the earlier statement, when I saw those two there, I 

something about work and day car. 

Q Taking her children to the day ca.:c-e? 

A Takin her kids to the da care. 

Q Ee didn't watch the children during the 

day? 

A He couldn"t watch them over there at 

Vera Johnson 1 s. 

ever actually see the defendant sleeping there as well? 

Yes. A 

Q So he didn 1 t actually do drugs there, 

you saw him sleep there? 

couple times because she also does nails and I get my nails 

done there and he was past out on the couch. 

Did ou ever see him sellin of his 

23 children•s things? 

24 

25 THE COURT: Overruled. 
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Q (BY MS. SILVER) How do you know he was 

Se - ren's 1.apers? 

4 A Well, I'm not exactly sure, but I do 

5 know he went to the car and got them. When he would steal 

7 clothee. He got those diapers out of the car. So I 

8 assumed those were probably one of his kid's diapers. 

9 Q And he would sell those dia ers? 

10 A Yeah, he would sell them. 

you. 

12 I don't have anything further. 

13 

15 BY MR. BROOKS; 

16 Q He would sell these diapers, as Ma. 

17 Silver said, because he wanted drugs? 

18 A Yee. 

20 get druge? 

21 A Yes. 

22 Q And, as far as au can tell his 

23 girlfriend, the mother of hie children, knew what was going 

on 

25 A l'm sure she had a pretty good idea 
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l about what wa 

2 Any woman would know what's going on. 

3 Q And she would come over there to get 

4 her car hack? 

5 A She would have no choice if she wanted 

• 

7 Q How long had she been coming over there 

8 and get her car back? 

9 A She never came over there that much, 

10 Like I said, I seen h~r two, maybe three times like I 

11 

12 

sa c;u1.e over there that often, but he had the 

13 

15 

16 

17 

car the 

18 down. 

20 

21 

23 

majority of the tune. 

Q Okay. Thank you very mu~h. 

• 

'!'HE COURT: May this witness be di::icharged? 

MS, SILVER: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you, ma 'am. You ma 

your nex 

MR. HARMON= May we approach the bench, 

THE COURT: Yes. 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the 

24 Jury, we're go1ng to take a brief recess and take a matter 

25 outside your presence. I would ask that you remain on the 
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2 of the courtroom. Of course, you can use the facilities 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

during that time if you need to. 

During this recesa, it ia your duty not to 

converse among yourselves or with anyone else on any 

listen to any report of or commentary on this trial or any 

person connected with this trial by any medium of 

information includin without limitation news ers 

10 television, or radio, and you are not to form or express an 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

opinion on any su oonnecte t s 

finally euhmitted to you. 

We will be at ease while you depart the 

(At this time the jury left the courtroom., 

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Harmon, at thia 

of proof once again so that the record· -will have some 

context. 

MR. HARMON: Thank our Honor. 

111he State'e: next three witnesses will relate 

etent1.on o en ant, Mr. Chappell, at a 

Lucky's Food Store at 4420 East Bonanza and it occurred on 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 September the 1st of 1995 in the early afternoon and I 

2 believe that the last witness, Ladonna Jackson, previewed 

1.on1.ng 

4 Luckyts. 

s The first witness worked in a security 

7 defendant pick up various items and also saw him use what I 

8 believe he describes as a box cutter to remove the security 

9 labela from the items he picked up. It was a bottle of 

10 whiskey, a bottle of rum, a beer, and I think fou~ candy 

• 

12 When the defendant attempted to leave 

13 without paying, he detained him. In connection with the 

14 

15 patted him down and in the process felt an object in his 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

right pants pocket. He asked the defendant what it was. 

Of couree, at this time Martinez and the next witness we 

intend to call, Kimberly Sempson, S-E-M-P-S-0-N, who also 

actually work out of a particular Lucky's store, but I 

guess, for lack of a better expression~ independent 

contractora. 

23 He and Ms. Sernpson had no idea that thia roan 

was a suspec 1.n a ey were s~mp y carrying 

25 out their security duties. Mr. Martinez asked the 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 defendant what was in h' 

2 and stuff.•• At th.at point, since the defendant had already 

1.nez or permission to go into 

4 the pocket and remove the keys. He did. There were keys 

5 and some miscellaneous items, but; your Honor, these are 

I 

7 the Toyota Corolla, which is in the aeries of photographs; 

8 I think it's 56 through 60, but I'm not sure. I know 56 

9 came into evidence. Definitely identified as 

10 THE COURT: Well, under other circumstances, 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

@ cause 

him and then obtaining these goods except, of course, this 

is a private security guard, I guess? 

MR. HARNON: That's corre 

THE COURT: All right. So it wouldn't be 

pro ative purpose? 

MR. HARMON: It wouldn't be probative now 

18 for what purpose? 

• 

20 since it was a private security guard. 

21 MR. HARMON; Right. I don"t know that it 

22 is. 

23 THE COURT: You have not alleged -- r•m 

' 

25 MR. HARMON: I said I don't know that that's 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 an issue in th$ case. It ce~tainl hasn"t been 

2 I'm not suggesting that really is the basis for its 

4 THE COURT: You haven't alleged felony 

5 murder in this case? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Yes, we have and that is the basis for the offer. 

tn addition to the keys, which were 

eventually handed over to Detective Vaccaro, one of the 

primary investigating offioe~s, who then locates the 

ance o 

12 Turner 

13 THE COURT= Well, ia it also part of the 

14 State•s theo that this 

15 part of his life-style is living by stealing and, 

conduct to confirm the 

17 burglary and the robbery charges? 

18 MR. HARMON: That most definitely is our 

20 door on the drug use. We had stayed away from that. 

21 Having established now from the last two 

22 witnesses that, however ou wish to describe it 

23 was the worst they saw or at least a crack head, he spent 

1.me over items or if he had 

25 money, he used that to buy crack and we•~e arguing, since 
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,r, - 1 we have alle ed bur and robber the da before and in 

2 fact, felony murder in connection with this crimet that it 

was is pat ern an y had the need, the 

4 intention to steal the day after, we're not talking about a 

5 time where it's remote from his entry into the mobile home 

7 motive and intent on August the 31st. 

8 Now, we're not trying to say that petty 

9 larcen at a Luc 's Store ia thee uivalent of murderin a 

10 girlfriend, a& the defense had argued earlier in these 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

procee ings, u we're saying an we un eratan 

defense's theory and if the defendant takes the witness 

stand, he can explain in detail why he went in through a 

that, that doesn't mean --

THE COURT: Well, it'a been represented that 

that's the theory of the defense or part of the theory of 

the defense in part of the opening statement offered by the 

• 

MR. HARMON: That 1 s true, because that's 

21 their theory, It doesn•t mean that it's neceeaarily 

22 factual. candidl it•e u 

23 there when he got there. Otherwise, it doesn't make a lot 

24 

25 

of sense that he would have needed to go in through the 

window in the manner establishad as th~ point of entry. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

shown and, in factt the cavalier attitude of this 

defendant, as described by the last two witneSSE$, we would 

submit is further buttressed by his willingness to go into 

this Lucky's Store and steal things, aven candy bars. 

7 and killed someone basically in a heat of passion, who 

8 

9 

10 

11 

doesn't reflect sadneaa or depression or remorse on his 

art. 

What it reflects is someone who probably is 

a crack head, someone w o ecause 

12 waa unfaithful and because of the timing in which he did it 

13 in relation to his release, probably intended in the jail 

15 about pretext, it's an excuse to say that he acted in part, 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

23 

basically, as some irresistible impulse. 

What Kimberl Sempson --

THE COURT: Is the October 11, '95 

ocumen 

MR. HARMON; Yes, it ie, your Honor. The 

preliminary hearing was conducted October the 3rd. 

Forgive me, I may be -- at the moment, I'm 

24 confused on my ~ecollection of the case authority, but this 

25 charge is open murder. It says nothing about felony 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 murder. 

2 MR. HARMON: To the contrary, I think it 

oes~ your onor. own in e --
4 THE COURT: Excuse me, I'm sorry. You are 

5 right. 

• 

7 THE COUR'l': You are right. I misspoke. 

8 MR. HARMON: wa hav-e pled an alternative 

9 theory. 

10 THE COURT: All right. 

• sour posi we 

12 are entitled to present evidence of the~-

13 

14 

THE COURT: The pattern of conduct. 

MR. HARMON: the 

15 the defendant's likely motive and intent on the day he 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

entere 

victim. 

I 

on the day he murdered the 

Now Kimberly Sempson, who was working with 

point, Martinez left the roan after the arrival of Officer 

Osuch of the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department and, 

22 at some point, Officer Osuch had also done hi~ own at down 

23 search of the defendant, he left the room, and Sempson, who 

25 the officer left the room, the defendant still in cuffs, 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 his hands are behind hia back he be an to fid et. She 

2 paid attention to that because, as she's explained to us, 

ecausa o e guy was going to try to 

4 dump something. She thought he had something in hia hands 

5 

7 

B 

9 

and so she continued to watch him and he fidgeted and then 

something into a cardboard box, but it was taped and so he 

was unable because his -- the movement of his hands was 

irupair~d and he couldn't do that and ehe said, "What have 

10 you got there? What ai::e you trying to get rid of," and at 

e 

12 bit and he dropped it on the floor. She retrieved it. It 

13 was a small plastic bag and she picked it up. She could 

15 She kept that and turned it over to Officer Osuch. In 

16 fact, the social security card is the card of Deborah Panos 

17 and underneath it were three other cards. They were the 

18 cards of the children. 

20 case that he took social security cards and the car and, in 

21 fact, his effort to secrete them ia certainly proof of his 

22 consciouenes~ of uilt and the testimon 

23 thia item in his poaaession is proof that he took it. 

25 the State 1 s theory. 

PATSY K. SMITS, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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1 MR. BROOKS: Jude, first of all we ver 

2 much differentiate between the testimony of someone 

appene ice once e waa 1n 

4 custody and the testimony regarding the actual shoplifting 

5 incident. The testimony of someone in the office observing 

7 

8 

9 

10 

actual shoplifting incident is absolutely irrelevant to 

this case and I'm really ahocked and surprised that the 

State would try to claim that entering a Lu~ky•~ Sto~e to 

shoplift is evidence as intent on another day, when a 

[]erson en 

12 the State ie saying. What they are really doing, Judge~ is 

13 they are introducing this for character evidence. It's 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

unnecessary and it's irrelevant to this case. 

I will also add, Judge, for the record, Mr. 

Harmon has suggested that I opened the door on this by 

bringing in the testimony -- the evidence regarding him 

introducing evidence that my client was dancing around on 

21 the same day he killed hia girlfriend. we had to explain 

22 that and we had to brin in the fact that he was in fdat 

23 a crack haad and was probably high at tha time, but that 

oes no open enc@ 

25 of the shoplifting incident that occurred a day after the 
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1 murder. To su eat that the intent ia the same on enterin 

2 a store and stealing is the same as when you enter your 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

ome to your g.1.r is simply not true. 

THE COUH'l1 : Well, the argument assumes that 

the defense theory has to be accepted, which is not the 

since the evidence of what happened in this $ecurity room 

has to come in, there's little likelihood of prejudice for 

the jury to know why he was being detained in handcuffs in 

10 the security area. There had to be a reason for that. 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

nse s eory o e case is 

that the defendant was an addict and responded in a manner 

consistent with an addict's behavior and that this was a 

attempt to rebut that theory and the allegations of 

burglary, robbery, and felony murder all nth s case are 

based on theories consistent with a motive or a need, if 

you will, to constantly $teal to aupport himself or to 

pattern, modus operandi, are all the~e in order to 

21 

22 

establish a predicate for the felony murder rule, robbery, 

and burglary and also are relevant to address the theory of 

23 the State articulated in the defensG's opening statement. 

25 MS. SILVER: Wait, your Honor. I had one 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFYICil\L COURT REPORTER 
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2 

3 

4 

One of the things Officer Osuch recovered 

from the defendant, once he was arrested, was a glass 

Now I had told Officer Osuch not to rasent that 

5 evidence because it was obviously evidence of drug use 

ecause we weren going 

7 caae, but now since the defendant has raised it, all I'm 

8 asking right now, if the defense isn't going to object, I 

10 going to ask the officer straight out, "What items did you 

11 recover," but I didn't want to hide that evidence. I've 

12 already told them not to discuss it and then have the 

13 defense say, ''Well, isn • t there one other item that, you 

15 MR. BROOKS: Under the circumatanoaa, we 

16 prefer to have the evidence brought out considering our 

17 overall circumstance here. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: Under the circumstances, I would 

a State anyway gl.ven eory o 

the defense of the case and, also, so that the State can 

avoid tha appearance of withholding evidence from the 

One other matter before we bring the jury 

back? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes, Judge. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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2 continuing objection throughout the ne~t three witnesses to 

3 

4 

anything involving the shoplifting? 

THE COURT: Yes. You have made your record 

5 on that. It's not necesaary to object in front of the 

7 that. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

witness. 

jury? 

• 

MR. BROOKS: Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT: Let's brin back in. 

(At t .1.e time e Jury ente~e the 

co11rtroom. } 

Counsel stipulate to the presence of the 

MR. HARMON: we•~e got one missing, your 

THE COURT: Counsel stipulate to the 

21 presence of the jury? 

23 

24 

25 

• 

MR. BROOKS: Defense will, your Honor. 

THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 

MR. HARMON: Thank: you. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

-------- -·-· .. 
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l Lawrence Martinez, 

2 

' 
4 having been first duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole 

s truth and nothing but the truth, testified and said as 

• 

7 

8 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR. HARMON; 

10 

12 

13 

15 occupation? 

16 

17 supervisor. 

18 

20 

21 

22 

Q 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

Q 

23 Burns Incorporated? 

25 Q 

Will you state your name, please. 

• 

Please spell your last name. 

M-~-R-T-I-N-E-Z. 

I'm a loss prevention eecurity 

You are employed with what business? 

• 

What's the name? 

Burns Incorporated. 

How long have you been emp1oyed with 

• 

Did you work in some type of security 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

' . " .. , ----·""" "' ., ·-····--------

8JDC1265 
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r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 
,r, - • l rior to that? 

2 A Yea, I did. 

us.1.ness? 

4 A With Lucky• s Store Incorporated. 

5 Q What were your dutiea with Lucky 

7 A I was in the same capacity. I was a 

8 loss prevention supervisor. 

9 Q Did you work at a particular Lucky 

10 atore or did you rotate throughout? 

r. 

12 Q I want to direct your attention to 

lJ September the 1st, 1995, On that date, were you employed 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

Food Stores? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yea. 

In the capacity of a security officer? 

Yes. 

On that particular day, were you 

Boulevard? 

A Ye:s. 

Q Is that • Las Vegaa, Nevada? l.Il 

A Yes. 

course o your 

day, did you have • to detain an individual occasion 

PATSY K, SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 
,r, - 1 identified as James Cha ell? 

2 A Yes. 

o you see e 

4 courtroom? 

5 A Yes, I do. 

7 article of clothing he's wearing. 

8 A It'a the gentleman with the gray suit 

9 and the glaeeea sitting at the defendant's table. 

10 

12 Honor? 

13 

14 

MR- HARMON; May the record show that the 

, your 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MR. HARMON About what t 

15 that you first observed the defendant, Mr. Chappell, on 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

1.rat, 1995? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

It was approximately 11 a.m. 

Where was Mr. Chappell when you first 

He was in the liquor department. 

You said the liquor department? 

Liquor. 

Of the Lucky Food Store at 4420 East 

Yes. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

8JDC1267 
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2 bars and he was seen b 

3 prevention security officer for the Lucky"s 

4 THE COURT: Counsel approach the bench. 

e recor J..SCUSfiJl.On no 

• 

9 The Court has at this oint there will be some issues 

10 regarding that evidence and the discussion of it was 

11 .1.na vertent. 

• 

ot been established as evidence in the 

16 case~ 

17 Does that satisfy the parties at this 

poin 

• 

22 ob'ect to the comments b counsel. 

23 THE COURT: All right. 

24 MS. SILVER: Eventua y, an o e 

name o arrive 
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hie defendant some time later called Metro 

2 homicide, as he believed that he had the suspect to the 

3 homicide at the Ballerina Mobile Homo Court in custody. 

accaro an amoa 

, 

ies to the 

8 defendant's fin ers and his hands and what ou'll learn is 

9 that the defendant had cuts on his fingers and that that's 

10 not uncommon n a caae ere 1.s a 1:1 ecause 

aome 1..mes, • 

aro was some 

15 ke a and these ke s were to Deborah Panost vehicle. 

16 Detective Vaccaro went out aroun e neig 

17 y came i 

ested Crime Scene Anal st Washinton who 

22 had been at the crime scene the day before, to go to that 

23 location and that vehicle waa impounde 

, 

----------· --- -·· 
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of 

sand it was done b our chief medical examiner 

3 

4 over 12,000 autops1es an a.s an 

exper orens;i.c pa 

ea total of 

nds to Deborah Panos' bod, most of them --

10 about 11 of them were in the neck and chest, upper chest 

11 

12 

b wound 

as well as an area ri ht above her 

ubic bone ri ht above her vagina. 

17 Significantly again, Dr. Green 

18 Deborab•s -- a ace 

were 

d he concluded 

be defensive wounda and there were other areas of 

23 bruisin and abrasions~ Be concluded that those brul.aea 

24 were made on the same , racen 

2 as you wi. 
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n. 

2 The manner of death was homicide and the 

3 cause of death was multiple stab wounda. A sexual assau t 

opsy. e some mes ca 

• It's 

9 basicall where ths take, obviousl, the blood of the 

10 victim, they comb the pubic hairs for any foreign debris, 

11 and they a er vagJ..na an is sen , as 

were done on a -- b a senior 

16 criminalist b the name of Terr Cook. He is, basically, 

17 u until a couple months ago, he was the only serologist 

18 pretty lllUC e rape$ ere .1.n as 

egas or ac 

a for DNA 

23 anal ais. In fact ou will learn that we should have DNA 

24 analysis available ~ithi.n a couple months here, but in the 

25 t1.me eing, 
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... ····--· ----·-··-.. ------------------------------------------------

UI 
00 

2 examinations concluded that the knife -- excuse me -- the 

3 blood on the knife that was found by the body of Deborah 

anos was ypes o 

I 

8 also consistent with Deborah Panos 1 blood and that aoma 

9 blood that was swabbed off of the trunk area or tail end of 

10 the vehicle where it was found at the houaing projects, 

appeare e 

, 

15 That evidence was aent to Cellmark 

16 Diagnostic Laboratories. It's one of the foremost 

17 laboratories here int e country an it's use routine 

many, many po • 

22 entlemen at this oint but ou will learn some about 

23 DNA, but you will learn that trom her analysis -- and she 

24 d d two types o testing. ne is ca 
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tual 

2 

3 leave your "fingerprint" with other items of your body, 

4 bodily tissue, blood, semen, aa iva, an s a gene ic 

J.ngerprin ing. 

e knife handle 

he blood found on that knife handle wae consistent with 

10 the victim's blood and that the frequency of that blood 

11 occurring in this world in the popu was one an 

l race --

• 

me the 

sink blood the blood that had been swabbed, that 

17 too was consistent with the victim's blood and the blood 

18 that wae ewabbed from the car, tat was e 

19 s1ng is ca 

nd 76 million and after testin the 

24 semen in this case, she found that it was consistent with 

25 
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,:-:, 
::, 
(LJ 

"1J 

tr, - and 14 billion. -I 

2 Ladies and gentleman, at the conclusion of 

a-, 3 0 this trial, the State ia gong to aa a 

4 verdict w 

is case an 

on for what he 

son Au uat 31st of 1995. 

9 Thank you. 

10 THE COURT: you. 

11 

indication of how lon itts 

to be? 

16 MR. BROOKS: I can 

17 probably in 15 

l 

Ma leaae the Court, counsel, members of 

22 the Court's staff, and ladies and gent emen o e Jury, we 

23 have just heard Ms. S~ ver provi e an overview 

24 e 1.eves 

R 
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• 

ell killed this woman Deborah Panos 

4 that he entered that trailer with the intent to either 

5 steal or kill or rape and that he took her car and 

ouse. 

10 heard but before I summarize the evidence let mesa 

11 this. The evidence in this case will show absolutely, 

12 

13 anos. 

, 

17 that because ladies and entlemen that is not what this 

18 trial is about. Thia trial is not about what caused the 

19 deat cause anos. e 

ev1. ence w1. 

• 

of the facts and I submit to ou these facts tell a 

25 very different story when viewed in a different way. 
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of the trailer. Well 

3 ladies and entlement he did enter her trailer. He was in 

4 

5 e wa.e no 

• 

• 

his trailer the trailer he shared with 

10 Deborah Panos. The State will say, well, it wae in her 

11 

12 1.t. Very ome an 

• 

he went to 

the trailer he didn't have a ke, he didn't know she was 

17 at home. He entered the trailer through the window. Which 

18 window he enters is extreme y impor s case 

19 ecause 1 is ev ence o on.-.H._..• 

to enter. He enters the 

3 trailar throu h the one window that is most opened, that is 

24 most exposed, and that's because he was entering ome. 

25 • 
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his 

there was no bur in this case. 

3 Did he commit murder in the first degree as 

4 alleged by Ms. Silver? Well, ere"s w appene en 

5 

sex. The have not 

three months. The have sex. It was 

10 consensual sex. They had aex hundreds, perhaps thouaands 

11 of times before during the last 10 years. ree 

12 

way. 

our 

17 MR. BROOKS: I'm sorry? 

18 MS. SILVER: I"m going as 

19 argwnen. 

• 

he evidence will show ladies 

en that in fact client did come to Las Vegaa 

24 with Deborah Panos and the evidence will also 

25 Deborah Panos brought my c egas. 



AA02761

• 

While the were having sex, ladiee and 

3 entlemen, James, ~ho was a very Jea ous man an we ~1 

4 

5 sense ~ng very 

er of 5eein 

'ealous was fueled in art 

he fact that ~hile he had been in jail, he would ca 

10 her, she would take his calls, and they wou 

11 sometimes when he wou 

12 

wi 

wh these 
• 

~ith her. She did become 

He and went to the bathroom and she went in 

17 the other room and called the day care 

18 when she called t ay care 

19 t 

a 

called back and ever thing had 

In fact it did calm down. James wanted to get 

24 a meal and Deborah offered to try o a 

25 place to get eome 



AA02762

------------------------ __ ., .............. .. 

a-, 
U1 

2 

3 

4 

9 

10 

11 

15 

16 

17 

22 

23 

24-

to do that. So he decided to o pick up 

the kids at the day care center. James left the trai er 

and walked out tote oar wit ey wen 0 

e car an am.es go 

• 

rand 

find his Michael Jackson ta e which was in 

the car and he o the console and finds a letter from 

another man. He stops the car, he reads 

letter is from aomeona e se, no ies se 

1.nge ames JUB 

e did but we 

over and over a ain. He stabbed 

her ve hard. The coroner will testify these were ~ery, 

very daep wounds. She 

t e maJor woun s occurring an 

w was that first de ree murder? It 1 s a 

crime, He takes responaibility for it, but we sub 

evidence does not support first egree mur er. 

ER 
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that at all. 

was not ransacked. The trailer had some maeay 

3 areas which ie not aurpriaing considering the act you 

4 a woman living there w~t ere were c es 

5 none pace e1. 

• 

ail and 

e ou ~ and he threw 

10 them at her and they are spread over the ground, but that's 

11 not ransacking and, ladiea and gent emen, 

12 there is no evi ence o ransac 

1 

He didn't know 

·uat killed a erson. Well, the evidence 

this case ladies and entlemen, tells this very tragic 

18 and sad story, but the real question ia w appene 

19 the evidence int is case w 

20 appy, a 

al.so that the 

had three children to ether. They 

4 had been to ether a long, long time. When Deborah move to 

25 
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Tucson 

· ence will show James left her twice and both times 

3 Deborah convinced him to return. 

4 The sad facts o s case an 

5 evi ence 1-n 1e case sugges 

didn't do it. All 

that situation needed was a match as ark, something to 

10 make it blow and I submit to you that the evidence will 

11 show that when he foun at Jea er or er 

12 1a Jea ousy going in 

ecauae , 

M client is full reaponsible for this 

17 c~ime. Absolutely, but this case is about degree of 

19 responsibility. We are no we re 

or Jue 

THE COURT: Thank Mr. Brooks. 

24 Ladies and gentlemen, we will take our noon 

25 recess at this t~me. I wou you i is your 
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2 sub· 

3 

4 person connected with this trial by any medium of 

in on, inc .ing, on, newspapers, 

ess an 

10 in the courthouse at 1:25. We will be at ease while ou 

11 depart the confines of the courthouse. 

Any er? 

we wou 

• 

16 At this time the · left the courtroom. 

17 

18 THE COURT: Mr. Brooks, briefly. 

urJ.ng e opening 

e 

23 ask for a mist 'al in the case. 

24 THE COURT: Motion is denied, 

25 MR. BROOKS: Thank you. 
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---------- ---·--·----- -···- ··-·-· ..... ··-···. . 

2 Off the record at 11:52 a.m. and back on 

3 the record at 1:42 p.m.) 

• 

of the 

9 MR. HARMON: Yes, your Hono~. 

10 MR. BROOKS: Defense w~ll, your Honor. 

11 

• 

• • 

LISA DURAN 

16 havin been first duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole 

17 as 

ows: 

• 

Will ou state our name, lease? 

23 A Lisa Duran. 

24 Q Pease spe your names e 

recor. 
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2 Duran D-U-R-A-N. 

3 Q Are you married? 

4 A No, sir. 

uran, are you 

• 

9 Do ou live in the Las Ve as area? 

10 A Yes, sir. 

11 Q How- ave you l.S 

communJ. y 

• 

16 Are 

17 A Yea, sir. 

18 Q o you wor 

• 

6 it? 

3 A Financial collections. 

24 Q Bow long have you been employed at G.B. 

25 Cap.1.ta? 
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2 Did ou know Deborah Ann Panoa? 

3 A Yes, sir. 

ow l.5 l. you came 

• 

8 In addition to becomin -- to bein 

9 co-workers, did you become friends? 

10 A Yea, sir. 

ecome 

• 

5 Did she have children? 

16 A Yea, air. 

17 HOW many C 

• 

ee five 

22 and seven. 

23 Q You said JP? 

24 anos, yes. 
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.. --- .................... _ ·----···--·" ................... _ ................. -····· 

,:-:, 
::, 
(LJ 

"1J 

tr, --I 

2 Q And the last child is a irl? 

--.J 3 t0 A Chantell. 

you ape 

• 

, 

Yea sir. 

9 Q Do you know how old your former 

10 co-worker and friend Deborah Panos was? 

e was • 

15 A Yes :sir I did. 

16 Q Where was that at? 

17 A 839 East L , space 125. 

ou sai 

22 Q But it was on Lamb Boulevard? 

23 A Yes, sir. 

24 
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l You said whats 

2 A 125. 

3 Q Wast 

• 

8 A Yes sir. 

9 Q Do you know M4, Chappell? 

10 A Yee, Bl.r. 

ow 1.8 .l. 

• 

15 Debbie Panoe have a relationshi 7 

16 A Yes, sir. 

17 

I 

• 

22 Ann Panos? 

23 A Yes, sir, I do. 

24 you po 

...... ,,.,,,. .... ,,. .. ,.,, ·• . .,., .. , ...• __________ _ 
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n the middle 

has on a coat and lasses. 

3 MR. HARMON= Your Donor, may the record ahow 

4 

5 

• 

an occasion 

before Christmas 1994 when ou saw some type of 

10 disturbance in the area of the place where you wor, • E. 

11 Capital, which involve , 

12 

• 

A It was late afternoon and I was getting 

17 read to leave for work and I was stan WO 

18 doorways that wen our o ice. 

19 

it cloae to a holida? 

A Yes, sir. It was in the month of 

24 December. 

.25 o you 
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-- - . ··-----~ 

3 About two to three weeks what before 

4 Cbristmaa7 

5 A Be ristmas, yes, sir. 

• 

10 A Ye:aJ sir. 

11 Q Where were you at the time you saw what 

12 wae happening? 

and I was standin in between 

17 both of them and I was o home. 

18 Q What did you see at that time? 

19 saw 

ew he had sla ed her and she ot out of the car and 

24 came into work. 

25 Q Cou 
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twas in the face. 

3 Q Do ou remember what art of the face? 

4 A Juat one of one of her cheeka, 

5 ou say one o OU 

I 

10 Q You have described it as a slap. Wae 

11 Deborah hit with the hand opened? 

12 es, air. 

I 

Just that he looked at her and he had 

17 his hand like this and it was across the face. 

18 Q Were they sitting next er 

1 a car a 

• 

24 A Yes, air. 

25 Q Did she ever e 
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A She did. 

3 Q At that time, without going into what 

4 she said, did you learn any more 

circume ances were 

• 

olice in 

9 connection with the incident ou have 'ust described? 

10 A No, air. 

11 Q There was not? 

o, Sl.r~ 

Panos suffered an 

16 to her noae? 

17 A Yea, sir. 

18 appene er nos 

• 

ou see it banda ed? 

23 A Theda after it ha pened, she ciUle 

24 into work. 

25 
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A No air. 

3 Q You did or didn't? 

4 A I 

sat 839 Lamb s ace 125? 

A Yes s1.r. 

10 Q Can you tell us approximately what time 

11 frame that was? 

1 • 

A Yes I did. 

16 Q Do you remember when it was that you 

17 

18 emoria • 

ou were when ou 

met him? 

23 A At Deborah"s home. 

24 Q Were wa.s iving a 

, • 
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OU words with the 

2 defendant that Memorial Day Weekend when you met h m? 

3 A No, air. 

4 

• 

ard 

A To Deborah. 

9 Q Do you reme 

10 es, sir. 

A Yes sir l did. 

15 Q Over what approximate time span 

16 A Two mon s. 

17 

with the 

A About seven. 

22 Q D 

23 es, si. 

time. 

SY K. SMI'rB OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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2 ou were s with the defendant, Mr. Cha ell? 

3 A No, sir. 

appen 

would call the trailer and ask to s eak with her. There 

8 were a cou le of occasions when he called my apartment. 

9 Q When you say aome o times 

oa o spea er, are you ing 

839 Lamb Boulevard? 

14 A Yes, sir. 

15 Q But you sai an 

• 

19 a artment waa he lookin for someone? 

20 A He was looking for Deborah. 

21 Q How many times, uring wo mon 

span, 

25 Five times? 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT RE 
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r---------------- ------·· ··- .. 

-huh. 

2 Q Did he leave meaaages on other 

3 occasiona? 

4 ea, sir. 

the five converaations over the 

where ou actuall talked to Mr. Chappell, did he 

9 ever sa 

10 Panos? 

11 • 

s? 

There was one articular phone 

conversation. I was alone with the children at t e trai er 

16 one night and he had calle. 

17 

• 

A Yes sir. 

22 Q He was in custody? 

23 A Yes, air. 

24 

ICIAL COURT REPORTER 



AA02779

2 What do ou remember about that 

3 particular conversation? 

4 A The conversation, he asked where 

was an e 

9 la underneath and I told him that that wae none of 

10 my business to tell him and he said, "Well, what kind of 

11 are you," an 

d that includes ou," 

16 Q If you were to give a very best 

17 

• 

22 A Uh-huh. 

23 Q 1995? 

24 ea, el.r. 
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1 conversations that ou had with the defendant durin 

2 a roximatel two month time frame after Memorial Da 

3 Weekend, 1995 where other threatening words were used hy 

• 

8 how he was u set that she hadn't been answerin hone 

9 calla and she hadn't been writing him and he was upset that 

10 she hadn't brought the ch1ldren to see hl..ln. 

o see l.Il ]6.J.. 

• 

15 A Yes sir. 

16 Q What else did he say? 

17 A He ust to e was angry an 

• 

22 A ! would and I would tell 

23 him, "I'm not going to talk to you any more," and I would 

24 ang up. 
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on one occasion or various times 

3 that he was angry with her? 

4 A It was varioua times e was 

5 angry. 

. il? 

Yes air. 

10 Q Did you go to work that morning, August 

11 the 31st? 

12 es, s1.r. 

her our 

• I"m reall et simply her state of mind. 

17 THE COURT; The objection is l.Il 

18 any oaee. 

19 

emernber what time ou went to 

24 A It was about 8:00 in e morning. 

25 you aee 
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Yes sir. She came in about an hour 

3 after I did. 

4 Q So perhaps 9:00 ~n t e morn ng? 

er, yea. 

9 Was that a re ular shift for ou? 

10 A No, sir. 

11 Q How 

• 

16 A She was :ma.kin some time. 

17 Q She was doing what? 

18 A 

• 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

23 BY MR. HARMON) Based upon what you 

24 knew concerning the relationship of Deborah Panos and James 

25 er 
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1 Deborah wanted to continue the relationahi with Mr. 

2 Chappell at that time7 

eareay. 

• 

8 BY MR. HARMON Yes. 

9 Baaed upon what you knew about the 

10 ant, Mr. 

anoa, aa o 

15 

16 A No, sir. 

17 0 

22 Q So when ou moved in with her, it was 

23 the week prior to August the 31st? 

24 

,, ., . "'" ·•·•·•'·••·-·--
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'., ... _, .............. ____ ----------

2 to do with the fact that ou didn 1 t sta 

3 than a week with her? 

4 A No, sir. 

0 

9 A There ~as a man that she was seein at 

10 the ti.me and he wanted her and her children to move in with 

11 .im. 

A No. 

16 Q Had you ever met JR? 

17 A Yes, sir. 

o you ve 

22 A She arrived at 9 and sta ed for an 

23 hour. 

24 e morning. 
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2 A Yes air. 

3 Q Where? 

4 A She intended to go home and clean houae 

e;r;e. 

, 

9 A Yes eir. 

10 Q You told us already that you got off 

11 about 1:00 in the afternoon? 

es, sir. 

16 Where did o? 

17 A I went to my mother's home. 

18 Q How you ere 

• 

Yes sir. 

23 Q Tell us what type of area she lived 

24 in? 

5 corne 
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r the name of the trailer 

3 ark? 

4 A Ballerina Sunrise. 

5 a you 

par , 

Tell us what au observed. 

10 A As I was pulling into the trailer park, 

11 I was pulling in going westbound and I notice er car 

12 com1ng out eas 

l 

have an licenee latea on her car. 

17 Have ou seen the car a number of times 

18 before? 

19 es, sir, 

had worked on her car? 

24 A That was my brother, John. 

25 Q John Duran? 
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Were resent when our brother 

3 worked on Deborah's car? 

4 A Yes, s r. 

no. 

9 Q Was it Debbie Panos? 

10 A No, sir, it wae not. 

15 Did ou initiall nize who waa 

16 driving the car? 

17 A No1 I 

t 

ea at that 

22 time. 

23 Q Did you kriow at that tl-me he ad been 

• 
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,:-:, 
::, 
(LJ 

"1J 

tr, - edin when -I 

2 in our vehicle ast the car bein driven by the black 

-D 3 man? -
4 A It was ive mi es an our 

ecause 

D'd et a decent look at the arson 

9 who was drivin Debbie"s car? 

10 A Yes, sir, I did. 

11 Q you no ice any 

0 

6 Was there anyone else that you noticed 

17 inside the car besides the black man, who 

18 A o, sir. 

out I 

n drove into the trailer arked in front of her 

23 trailer and went to the front door and knocked. 

24 Q You say you went to 

25 
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-----------------· ,, ... ' 

• 

3 A No sir. 

4 Q What ha ened then? 

5 A I kept knocking and there was still no 

answer. gone over 

• 

10 What is Mike"s last name? 

11 A Pollard. 

12 Q Pease spe 

• 

17 Since Deborah had 

18 gone to see Mike, did you go to Mike's place? 

19 A Yes, sir, I 

• 

24 A When I had otten to Mike's, I walked 

25 into his house and I asked him if he knew where Debora was 
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1 and he said "She left here alread. She's one" and I 

2 eaid, "Okay. How long ago did she leave," and he said, "I 

3 on't reme at t.une 1.t was, 1
' and t en he made the 

oommen o me, e way, ames was 

--
8 A No sir I did not. 

9 Q out of jail? 

10 A I 1.d not, no. 

15 A It flashed back to the drivewa I me 

16 driving in and the car driving out, and the person's ace. 

en you 

• 

A Yes. 

22 Q Who was it? 

23 A It wae Jamee. 

• 
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oon? 

3 A Yes. 

4 Q As you thought back about that, were 

you sure e was 

• 

A I than left and went to a convenience 

10 store around the corner from Mike's and I attempted to call 

11 Debbie at home because Mike didn't have 

12 go er voice mai. 

Wh? 

17 A Cause once Mike told me that James was 

18 out, I was afraid t one some er. 

er you 

o t door and then I went around to 

23 the back door and that was locked too and there was no way 

24 for me to get into the house. So I went aroun 

25 room was an 
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r--------------------------·-····--·--· .... 

with her bedroom ~indow, 

2 Q What do you mean something was wrong 

3 with the bedroom window? 

4 ows in 

Did that add to the concern you had for 

9 our friend7 

10 A Yes, sir. 

11 

Did ou determine whether the children 

16 were still at the day care oenter? 

17 A Yes, sir, I 

care center? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

23 Q Do you remember who you 

24 A remem er. 
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----·-· ·--·- ··-·· --- ·- -----------------

1 center what ha ened7 

2 A After I had left the day care, I was 

3 

waa a at somethin had ha ened to her and that's 

8 when he followed me. 

9 Q Did you relay to the police officer, 

10 

your 

• 

u saw the defendant drivin from the 

15 area of Deborah Panos' trailer, can you estimate about what 

16 time that wae on August t e 31st, 1995? 

, a 

• 

21 our concerns? 

22 A It was almost 4:00 that afternoon. 

23 Q Dl- icer accompany you o 

• 
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e e with law enforcenient? 

3 A When we arrived there with the police 

4 officer, he had ca once 

me a t'me when the officer 

9 who had one inside came out? 

10 A Yes. 

11 Q D earn some 

oor and I remembered that I was standin 

16 near the orch and he tried to shut the door so that we 

17 couldn't aee anything and ha told us not to go in ere. 

18 e ore 

I 

A I saw her feet. 

23 Q Could you recognize, from what part of 

24 her body you saw, that ~twas er? 

es . 

• 
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··-·- .. --··· ---------------------------------

2 31st 1995 was an one else livin at the trailer home at 

3 839 Lamb Boulevard, space 125, to your knowledge, besides 

4 

• 

• 

8 THE COURT: Yes. 

9 (Off the record discussion not reported.) 

10 onor, may approac e 

• 

ked as Pro osed Exhibit 66. Do ou 

15 know who is ed in that photograph? 

16 A Yes, 

your ormer c -

21 when this h was taken? 

22 A I believe it's her senior picture. 

23 Q 

sir. 

--------------------------------............ -----·--·----
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2 A Yee air. 

3 Q I'm showing you now State's Proposed 

o you recognize is 

A This was Debbie's. 

9 Q Debbie Panos? 

10 A Yes, sir. 

Now ou said that when ou first 

15 arrived ou noticed that there was one of the windows 

16 which seemed to have the sl~ding portion o a runner 

17 A e secon een 

• 

ea sir. 

22 Q Will you circle that particular ~indow 

23 in g~een, please. 

com 

• 
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ou have drawn a lar e circle 

3 around the window; is that correct? 

4 A Yee, sir. 

a sma er oiro e aroun 

9 Did ou see how the window, which ou 

10 first had seen waa off the track, ended up on the ground? 

11 A ea, air, 

1.oer as 

• 

Exhibit 1? 

16 A Yes, air. 

17 Q Now, is Proposed Exhibit 4 simply 

18 anot er p~cture o ocuses on you ve 

• 

0. I want ou to concentrate on the automobile 

23 which is shown arked alon side a building. After you've 

24 

25 reoogn e car. 



AA02798

which is shown in 

3 Pro osed Exhibits 56 through 60? 

4 A It's DebbiB Panos' car. 

sure l.S l.S 

• 

9 Q What color was her car? 

10 A Silver and black. 

11 

• 

A It had no license lates. None in the 

16 front and none in the back. 

17 Q Is the car, eae 

22 Are ou sure of that? 

23 A Yes, sir. 

24 Q Now you men ree 
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1 A Yes sir. 

2 Q James, Anthony, and Chantell? 

es, sir. 

7 Did ou know where Deborah ke t the 

8 social security carda? 

9 

ay organizer ways carrie 

14 A Yea sir. 

15 Q Had you had an opportunity to look 

16 er 

ea, air, • 

21 Is that where the were alwa s kept, to 

22 your knowledge? 

23 A es, sir. 

-·-·--· - - -··· ··--·-------···············-·--·-· --·---- -··· ·-· -· 
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2 all times. 

J Q And you say she would carry it with her 

4 instead of a purse? 

t this is a co of? 

9 A Yes, sir, I do. 

10 Q What is it a copy of? 

11 eir socia aecuri • 

Are these the cards ou were referring 

16 to which you eaid were kept by her in the black folder? 

17 A Yes, sir. 

s sir. 

22 Q Did she work on a regular basis? 

23 A Yes, air. 

24 o your 



AA02801

2 A Not rior 

3 MR. BROOKS: ObJection, irrelevant. 

• 

, 

8 A When I had first met Debbie at G.E. and 

9 wa were getting to know each other, sha said that she had 

10 Just moved in. 

earsay • 

• 

15 over the roceedin e. 

16 

17 (0 at 2:30 p.m.) 

22 

23 

24 
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EXHIBIT 133 
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CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA, OCTOBER 10, 1996, 2:30 P.M. 

* * * * * * 

DIRECT EXAMINATION (CONTINUED} 

BY-MR. HARMON: 

Q The time interval I'm asking you about is 

not before she came to Las Vegas, not before she 

worked at GE Capital. 

To your knowledge from the time that you 

met while she was working at GE Capital as a co-worker 

with you up until she was killed, to your knowledge 

was the defendant, James Chappell, employed? 

A No, he was not. 

Q You've already doscribed a number of 

telephone conversations that you had with Mr. 

Chappell? 

A Yes. 

Q Is there any doubt in you~ mind that you 

were talking to James Chappell? 

A No, sir. 

Q He's the person who uttered threatening 

remarks concerning Deborah Panos? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

Was he jealous of her? 

4 

-·- ---------------- ----------~~--- - ·-·· 
MARCIA J, LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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---~----·- ___ ._ ___ -··--~--, 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was she afraid of the defendant, Mr. 

Chappell? 

A Yea. 

Q How do you know that? 

A She told me. 

Q On one occasion or various times? 

A On various occasions. 

Q To your knowledge, was she still afraid 

of him on August the 31st, 1995? 

A Yes. 

Q Did she know he was out of custody the 

morning that you saw her at work August the 31st, 

1995? 

MR. BROOKS: Objection, calls for 

speculation. 

THE COURT: overruled. 

THE WITNESS: No, she did not. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q You've mentioned that she was in the 

process of moving? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was it he:r intention to be moved from 83 9 

North Lamb Boulevard, Space Number 125, before the 

defendant was releaaed £~om jail? 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 

5 
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~---------
A Yes. 

Q Why did she want to be away from that 

residence before he was released? 

A Because she didn't want to be with him 

anymore, and she just wanted out. 

MR. HARMON: May we have the court's 

indulgence, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Mis~ Duran, djd you know approximately 

how long Deborah Panos and Mr. Chappell had had a 

relationship together? 

A Almost ten years. 

Q Almost ten years? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When you saw Debbie for about an hour at 

GE Credit the morning of August the 31st, did you see 

any sign of injury to her face or head or any part of 

her body? 

A No, s:ir. 

Q Did stie seem to be in a normal frame of 

mind? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q After the crime was discovered, was there 

ever a time when you had an opportunity to go into the 

'------- - ·- ·- -- ....__ --------------
MARC IA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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trailer? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you know what type of housekeeper 

your friend was? 

A It was very hard for her to keep up 

sometimes because she had three small children. 

Q You've already told us that they were 

rather tender years, seven, five and three? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you observe anything unusual when you 

had a chance to go into the trailer after the crime 

had been committed? 

A Just I it just looked like somebody 

had been through it. 

Q What do you mean that it looked like 

someone had been through it? 

A 

something. 

house. 

Someone had been through it looking for 

There were papers and thir1gs all over her 

Q Would it be typical for Deborah even with 

three small children in the house to leave paperG 

scattered around the trailer? 

A No, sir. 

Q To your knowledge did she have kitchen 

knives 1n the trailer? 

7 

--------· ---~----------~---~ 
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A Yes, she did. 

Q Would that have included steak knives? 

A Yes, . 
sir. 

Q Did $he just leave them lying around or 

would she have stored any knife that she had in a 

certain place? 

A She kept the knives in the kitchen 

drawer. 

Q Was that a drawer in the kitchen? 

A Yes, sir, between the stove and the 

refrigerator. 

Q Did you know from your relationship with 

her that she would have been concerned about the 

children having ready access to sharp instruments? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would she have been concerned? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. HARMON; Your Honor 1 may I have the 

court's indulgenc~ again. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. HARMON: May I again approach the 

witness, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Miss Duran, I'm showing you Proposed 

8 

,__ ____________ ---···---··-~·.--...... ,.. .... ~~---- ------------
MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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I want you to concentrate on the knife 
,:s:, 
o-:, 
a-, 3 IJl which is shown. It appears to be on some carpet. Do 

4 you recognize the knife? 

5 A Yes. 

6 Q How is it that you recognize the knife? 

7 A I had seen it in the house before. I 

8 noticed it because of the worn mark at the end of it. 

9 Q You're talking about right down on the 

10 tip of the back of the handle? 

11 A Yes, sir. 

12 Q Whose knife was it? 

13 A It was Debbie's. 

14 Q Debbie Panos' knife? 

15 A Yee:. 

16 Q What type of knife ' this? l. s 

17 A I believe that it's a steak knife. 

18 Q Do you know how the steak knife got from 

19 the drawer in the kitchen to the floor on the carpet? 

20 A No, sir. 

21 MR. HARMON: That concludes direct, your 

22 Honor. 

23 THE COURT: Cross. 

24 MR. BROOKS: Thank you, Judge. 

25 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BROOKS: 

Q Miss Duran, going back to September or 

October of '94, when did you actually move to Las 

Vegas? 

A It was in June. 

Q June of '94? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And when did you meet Deborah Panos? 

A In December of '94. 

Q When did you start working at GE Capital? 

A December of '94. 

Q When you saw the incident in December of 

'94, how long had you known her? 

A About a week. 

Q At that time had you ever met James 

Chappell? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you know anything about James 

Chappell at that time? 

A No, sir. 

Q Had you ever been in her home at that 

time? 

A No, sir. 

Q And you had never spoken to James 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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3 ---.J Q When you witnessed this incident in 

4 December of '94, did you talk to Deborah Panos about 

5 the incident? 

6 A No, I did not. 

7 Q Did she have any marks on her from thi~ 

8 incident? 

9 A Yes, air, she did. 

10 Q What kind of marks did she have on her? 

11 A A hand mark on her face. 

12 Q Was it a bruise? 

13 A It was a red mark. You can tell that she 

14 had been slapped. You could see the fingers. 

15 Q And th~t lasted how long? 

16 A About a day. 

17 Q There was no blood? 

18 A No, sir. 

19 Q How far away were you when you saw this 

20 incident? 

21 A About six feet away. 

22 Q And you were inside the building and the 

23 car is out in the parking lot? 

24 Yes, sir, I was between two doors. 

25 Q But you were actually inside one of the 

..__ _________ ,,..,._ 
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doors and the other door is very close to you? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

you recall? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

police after 

A 

Yes, sir. 

And they are out in the parking lot? 

Yes, sir. 

And they are about six feet away? 

Yes, sir. 

Who was sitting in the driver's seat, if 

James was. 

And where was Deborah seated? 

In the passenger seat. 

Were the doors to the car open? 

They were shut. 

Could you hear any words at all? 

No, sir, I could not. 

Did you tell her -- did you call the 

this incident? 

No, sir, I did not. 

12 

Q Did you advise Debbie to call the police? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

Q Did you advise her to get any counseling 

on domestic violence? 

A NO, sir, I did not. 

Q When would you say that you started 

becoming a good friend of hers? 

~-------------------
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get to know each other. 

4 Q And would you say that you all became 

5 like real good friends or just friends? 

6 A We were really good friends. 

7 Q Was she your best friend? 

8 A One of them, yes. 

9 Q Would you say that you were probably one 

10 of her best female friends? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q What contact did you have with her after 

13 the January 9th incident when she broke her nose? 

14 A It was at work. 

15 Q And you saw her at work: 

16 A Yes, sir. 

17 Q Did you discuss with her what had 

18 happened to her? 

19 A Yes, sir, we had. 

20 Q She told you that James did it? 

21 A Yes, sir, she did. 

22 Q Did you encourage her to follow-up and 

23 prosecute James? 

24 A No, sir, I did not. 

25 Q Did you encourage her to do anything to 

'-------------------------------· -- -- - --· 
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14 

get away from James? 

A No, sir, I did not-

Q You've testified that you eventually 

moved in with her. When did you move in with her? 

A It was the week before she had died. 

Q The week before she died? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And did you actually stay at that trailer 

during that week? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Had you visited the trailer a lot before 

that? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Did you spend a lot of time there 

visiting with Deborah? 

A 

Q 

with James? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir, I did. 

Did you spend much time there visiting 

Never. 

Never, not at all? 

Not at all. 

When do you think is the first time that 

you went into that trailer? 

A Probably the end of January, the 

beginning of February. 

- -- -·----------------- ~---------~ 
MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 

omr-Ao,-, 



AA02817

0948 
<-, 
,:, 
-::::;-
(Lo 
-., 
-., 

1 iD 
~ 

~ 

I 
OJ 

2 <-, 
C, 

'-' 
IS} 

00 
3 --..J -
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

f-----·····-~·-··-"-· .. -- --- . 

Q And from that time until you moved in, 

approximately how many times a week would you go 

there? 

A About twice a week. 

Q Would you baby-sit for her sometimes? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q How many times do you think that you 

talked to James on the telephone? 

A As I stated before, five times. 

Q Five times total? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you ever have conversations with him 

in person? 

A No 1 sir, I did not. 

Q Never during all that time? 

A No, sir. 

Q He was in jail from roughly the beginning 

of June until she died; is that correct? 

A From what I understand, yes. 

Q And during that time you did talk to him 

on the telephone? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q And you were at her place of living when 

you talked to him? 

15 

A I was at her place, but at the time I had 
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Q Did you ever see Deborah take any of his 

(""") 

,so 

= 3 --., calls there at the t:i:-ailer? 
t0 

4 A Yes, I did. 

5 Q Did that happen very often? 

6 A A couple of times a week that I was there 

7 that I could see. 

8 Q She would take his calls? 

9 A Yes, she would. 

10 Q Did you ever spend any time socially with 

11 her and James? 

12 A No, I did not. 

13 Q You never went to a restaurant with them? 

14 A No. 

15 Q Did you ever hear her tell James that 

16 their relationship was completely and totally over? 

17 A No; I did not. 

18 Q Never? 

19 A Never. 

20 Q Do you know if she ever told him that? 

21 A The only way I know that she told him 

22 that is because she told me. 

23 Q You would agree that as it~s -- trite as 

21 it sounds -- breaking up is a difficult thing to do? 

25 A In this case more so, yes. 

'--------------- - - .. -------------------------1 
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Q Did she ever tell you that she loved 

James? 

A Yes, she did. 

Q Did she tell you that very often? 

A In the beginning when she and I had first 

met she always defended him because he was the father 

of her children, and that's why I never got into it 

with her about the abuse because she always defended 

him. 

Q Did you encourage her to leave him? 

A No, I did not. 

Q When the police came on the day of August 

31st, did you tell the police about the temporary 

protective order? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you tell the police there was a 

temporary protective order telling James to stay away 

from her? 

A Yes, sir, I did, 

Q Did you alao tell the police that she had 

testified against him the day before in city court? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And do you believe that to be true? 

No, I do not. 

But YOll did tell the police that? 

17 
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A I did. 

Q You have indicated that she wanted to 

move out of that trailer to live with someone named 

JR? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

Do you have any contact with JR now? 

No, I do not. 

You don't know JR's last name? 

No, I do not. 

When you were living in the trailer was 

she seeing JR? 

A Yes, she was. 

Q Did you ever see JR receive any phone 

calls when James called? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Deborah? 

A 

Q 

No, I did not. 

Wae JR around the kids? 

Yes, he was. 

Because the kids were living there with 

Yes, sir. 

Did you know that Deborah went to city 

court on the 30th of August? 

A 

Q 

Yes, I do. 

And do you know that she learned at that 

time that he would be released the next day? 

18 
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A No, I do not. 

Q But you believe that she wa5 moving to 

get away from him? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q He had been in ja1.l for almost three 

months, correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Had she ever decided to move before that? 

A No, sir, but she had tried to, on one 

occasion, to aee to it that he go back home when he 

was let out. 

Q That being back to Michigan? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. BROOKS: Court's ir1dulgence, your 

Honor. 

BY MR. BROOKS: 

Q Do you know who Willie Wiltz is? 

A Willi.e is JR's real name. 

Q Is that right? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q So JR is Willie Wiltz, W-I-L-T-Z? 

A Uh-huh. I don't know his last name. 

Q And they had been dating each other for 

about three months as of August 31st? 

A Yes, sir. 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, R?R 
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Q Did you introduce Willie ~o Deborah? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

Q When you stayed at Deborah's for that one 

week period, who else was living there in the trailer? 

A Her three children, my daughter, and one 

of her other friends from wo~k. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

bedrooms. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Who was the other friend from work? 

Michelle. 

And her last name was? 

Mancho. 

How many rooms does the trailer have? 

A master bedroom and two smaller 

No men were living at the trailer? 

No, sir. 

If James testified that he would c&ll 

there and often talk to other men, would James be 

wrong or right? 

A I wouldn't know. I wasn't there when he 

20 

20 was there. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q 

the trailer? 

A 

Q 

A 

Was there a lot of traffic in and out of 

She had a lot of friends, yes. 

A lot of friends came and went? 

Yes, sir. 

'------------------·•"•" ····-·~----------------------' 
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MR. BROOKS: Thank you. No further 

questions. 

THE COURT: Redirect. 

MR. HARMON: Thank you, your flonor. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q You have been asked if the defendant was 

in the driver'a seat in December 1994 when you saw him 

hit Deborah Panos? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q I think that you testified that he was? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you become aware not only then but on 

other occasions that he had driven the Toyota which 

belonged to Deborah Panos? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you learn that there had been 

problems on occasion when she would let him drive the 

car'? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What were the problems? 

A The problems were she didn't want him to 

have the car, but he took it anyway. 

Q Would he sometimes be gone for days? 

21 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Specifically on August the 31st, 1995, 

when you realized that it, in fact, was Mr. Chappell 

who was driving the car on that day, did that add to 

your concern? 

Yes, sir, it did. 

Q why? 

A Because from what she had told me and 

from the conversations he and I had on the phone that 

I could understand why she was afraid of him. 

Q Was it your opinion that he would have 

had pcrniission from her to drive the vehicle? 

MR. BROOKS: Objection, that's 

speculation. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q In August, specifically on August the 

31st, 1995? 

A No, sir. 

Q Mr. Brooks has asked you if, in your 

opinion specifically in the case of Mr. Chappell and 

MisR Panos, it was hard for them to break up? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q As I remember, you agreed with him that 

it was? 

- ___,... ... ______________ ·-· ----
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A Yes. 

Q Why, based upon what you knew about the 

relationship and based upon what you knew of the 

circumstance of Deborah Panos, and any fears that she 

might have had, why was it hard? 

MR. BROOKS: I'm going to object as to 

her testifying to state of mind of Deborah Panos. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: Can you please repeat the 

question. 

MR. HARMON: Yes. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Why was it hard for her to break up? 

A Because she was afraid of him. And as I 

said before, in the beginning she had defended him 

because he was the father of her children. So I think 

the combination of the fear and also the combination 

that in some way she felt some loyalty to him because 

of the children, so that might have made it hard for 

her. 

Q Now, you were al~o asked in 

er.ass-examination if you had told the police that 

Deborah Panos testified in court against the defendant 

the day before, that is August the 30th, 1995? 

A Because I believed at that time that she 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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had, and it wasn't until later that I learned that she 

hadn't. 

Q You have mentioned that you knew that she 

was breaking the relationship off because she told 

you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did she ever tell you that she had 

conveyed that to James Chappell? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When was the conversation you had with 

her when she told you that? 

A It was on more than one occasion that she 

had told me. 

Q Do you have any type of knowledge based 

upon conversation with her whether she had spoken at 

the jail with Mr. Chappell on August the 30th, 1995? 

A I had learned later after she had died. 

Q Okay. Well, you didn't learn it then 

from Debbie Panos? 

A No, ! didn't. 

Q Based upon any information that you had 

in conversation with Deborah Panos, prior to the 

morning of August the 31st, 1995, and including any 

contact with her at work, did you have any expectation 

that the defendant was going to be released that day, 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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August the 31st, 1995? 

A No, eir. 

Q To your knowledge did she? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you have any expectation regarding 

the time fr~t~e of his release? 

A No, sir. No one -- none of us had any 

idea. 

Q You told us that ehe was afraid of Mr. 

Chappell? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q As a result of that and because of the 

uncertainty of when he would be released from jail, 

did she like to have people with her at her trailer? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did she tell you that~ 

A Yes, sir. 

Q To your knowledge was that a source of 

some security to her? 

A "ieB, sir. 

Q You mentioned earlier that you used to 

spend quite a bit of time at her trailer? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay. And, in fact, you lived there for 

about a week prior to her death? 

MARCIA J. LEONAR0 1 CCR NO. 204, R?R 
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A Yes, 
. 

sir. 

Q But even before the defendant, Mr. 

Chappell, went to jail, did you visit perhaps twice a 

week from February, 1995 through August? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When you would visit, would you encounter 

the defendant, Mr. Chappell, at the trailer? 

A No. 

Q You said that you met him Memorial Day 

weekend, 1995? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q So I'm gathering from that certainly 

between February and the end of May 1995, during these 

weekly visits, that you never encountered Mr. Chappell 

at 839 North Lamb, Space 125? 

A No, because most of the time it was just 

to drop her off from work. 

Q When you met him, was that there at the 

trailer? 

A Yes, air, it was. 

Q Did you actually see him on other 

occasions at the trailer? 

A Before that or after that? 

Q Before or after? 

A Not before that and not after that 

....,_ ______________________ _ 
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either. That was on the only~-

Honor. 

Q Just the one time? 

A Just the one time. 

MR. HARMON: Thank you. That's all, your 

MR. BROOKS: No questions, your Honor. 

THE COURT: May this witness be 

discharged? 

MR. HARMON: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

We'll take our afternoon recess at this 

point. I take it that the next witness is also going 

to take some tir11e? 

MR- HARMON: The next couple of witnesses 

will not be very long, but this would not be an 

inappropriate time to break. 

'I'HE COURT: During this recess it is your 

duty not to discuss oT converse among yourselves about 

any matter concerning or this trial or read, watch or 

listen to any report of or commentary connected with 

this trial by need medium of information including, 

without limitation, newspapers, television or radio 

and you're not to form or express an opinion on any 

subjPect connected with this case until it is finally 

submitted to you. 
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We will reconvene at 3:15, ladies and 

gentlemen. We'll be at ease while you depart the 

confines of the courtroom. 

A JUROR: Can we see those photographs 

when we're done? 

THE COURT: Of course, as they are 

admitted. 

(Outside the presence of the jury.) 

THE COURT: Is there anything further 

from the parties at this time? 

Honor. 

//Ill 

Ill/I 

Ill// 

MR. BROOKS; Not from the defense, your 

( Rece:ss. ) 
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THE COURT: Back in front of. the jury. 

Counsel stipulate to the presence of the 

jury? 

MR. HARMON: Yes, your Honor. 

MR. BROOKS: Defense will, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Let's proceed. Call your 

ne~t witness. 

MS. SILVER: The State would call Dr. 

Sheldon Green. 

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear the 

testimony which you are about to give shall be the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so 

help you God? 

THE WITNESS: I do. 

GILES SHELDQN GREEN, M.D., 

having been first duly sworn, Lestified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Sir, can you please state your name and 

spell it for the record. 

A Giles Sheldon Green, G-R-E-E-N. 

Q And, sir, for whom are you employed? 

A 1'm employed by Clark County as Chief 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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Medical Examiner in the Coroner/Medical Examiner 

Department-

Q And what is your training and experience? 

A I attended the University of Oregon 

School of Medicine in Portland, Oregon, and received 

my degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1959. 

I served one year internship in Saint 

Mary's hospital in San F~ancisco, and then one year of 

both graduate training, or residency training, in the 

field of obstetrics and gynecology. 

Saint Mary's. 

That also was at 

During that year, I changed my field of 

interest to pathology and spent the next two years in 

post-graduate training in pathology in Saint Joseph's 

Hospital, which also was in San Francisco. 

I then moved to Houston, Texas, and spent 

the next three years in post-graduate training in 

pathology at the University of Texas, M.D. Anderson 

Hospital and Tumor Institute, which is one of the 

major cancer research centers in the whole western 

hemisphere. 

Following that, I was appointed to the 

staff of Anderson Hospital as assistant pathologist 

and professor of pathology in the University of Texas 

system. 
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I remained on the staff for approximately 

two years. And in the fall of l968 I had the 

opportunity to join the Harris County Medical 

Examiners, which is located in Houston. I served with 

that department for approximately seven years first as 

assistant medical examiner and later as deputy chief 

medical examiner. 

And, finally, in the fall of 1975, I 

moved here to Las Vegas to join the Coroner Medical 

Examiner Department as Chief Medical Examiner, and I 

have been here every since. I am licensed to practice 

medicine here in Nevada, of course. 

I still have an active license in 

California, I am certified by the American Board of 

Pathology in the fields of anatomic pathology, medical 

pathology and forensic pathology. 

I am not going to bother you with a list, 

but I'm a member of most of the major professional 

organizations in North America which deal with 

problems of forensic pathology and the forensic 

sciences generally. 

Q Thank you, Dr. Green. 

Now, as part of your duties do you 

conduct autopsies? 

A I do. 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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Q And about how many autopsies have you 

conducted in the past? 

A Well, by best estimate l'm pushing up 

pretty close to 11,000. 

there yet. 

I don't think I quite got 

Q Have you ever testified as an expert in 

the field of forensic pathology? 

A Many times, yes. 

Q About how many? 

A Several hundreds. 

Q And in what courts? 

A I've testified here in the district 

courts of Clark County, in the justice courts, before 

the Grand Jury, in preliminary hearings. 

I have testified in various other 

counties in Nevada. We have Nye County, Lincoln 

county, Lyons County, a couple of others, White Pine. 

Also in the district courts of Harris County and the 

adjoining counties in south Texas. I think that's the 

Ninth Judicial District down there, and in the federal 

courts of Texas, Arizona and Nevada. 

MS. SILVER: Your Honor, at this time I 

would ask that this court deem Dr. Green an expert in 

the field of forensic pathology. 

THE COU~T: He will be allowed to testify 
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to such. 

MS. SILVER: Thank you. 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Doctor, on September 1st of 1995, did you 

have an occasion to perform an autopsy on a body 

identified to you as Deborah Panos? 

A Deborah Ann Panos? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And as part o! your as part of 

performing your autopsy, did you do an e~ternal 

examination? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q And did you make significant findings 

regarding that examination? 

A Yes. 

Q What were those findings? 

A well, first of all, let me give you a 

real quick idea of what an external examinaLion is. 

Basically, my own habit is to start at 

the top o[ the head and work my way down to the toes 

examining all of the external parts of the body, 

dictating what I see as I go, whether it's with a 

fixed recording equipment, or now I'm using hand-held 

tor this because I can walk around the body and not 
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have to worry about how far I get from the microphone. 

But basically we're looking to see if 

there ia anything out of the ordinary1 is there a 

bruise, is the:t"e an injury; is there a deformity, a 

scar, a tattoo, anything at all that is unusual. 

In this case, there were numerous bruises 

and abrasions or scraping injuries about the face. 

There were stab wounds in the area of the neck and 

upper chest. There was a stab wound right near the 

navel or the umbilicus 1 and there was another down 

just above the right groin. Another, the best I 

remember, was behind and below the right ear. 

The major injuries, most significant 

injuries, are the ones in the neck and upper chest. 

I saw bruising of the back of the right hand and 

wrist, possibly indicating some defensive injury as 

though she might perhaps -- and l can't tell you that 

this is actually what happened because obviously I 

wasn't there -- but if she throws up her hand to ward 

off a blow o~ an object and gets hit by it on the back 

of the hand, you're going to get a bruise and she did. 

There was a small scratch on the left 

hand, oh, a quarter of an inch long. Whether this has 

anything to do with the events surrounding her death, 

I cannot tell you. tf they do, then you might. 
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classify them as a scratch as a sort of a minimal 

defensive injury. 

Q How many total penetrating stab wounds 

were there, Doctor? 

A Ten, I'm sorry. Ten in the upper neck 

and chest. A total of 13. 

Q And of those stab wounds how many of 

those stab wounds hi.t the bone or any bones? 

When we did the internal exam, we found 

that there were four of this cluster of ten that had 

actually gone in and struck the spinal column in the 

neck, the front part of the spinal column. 

Q Were there also significant injuries to 

certain veins in the neck? 

A Veins and arteries, yea. 

Q And what were they? 

A The right internal jugula~ vein, which is 

a pretty good size one -- oh, it's about the size of 

my pen here -- waa partly cut through on the right. 

Both the common carotid arteries were cut, each of 

them, ubout halfway through. Not totally cut in two, 

but major wounds allow for a tremendous amount of 

blood loss. The general area would be about where I'm 

indicating here across the front of my neck just above 

the colliair. 
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Q Were there any injuries that penetrated 

the lung? 

A We had one that went into the left lung. 

There is one of the stab wounds, down juot a little 

bit, which penetrated the left side of the chest 

between, I think, the first and second rib and 

actually went into the left lung, yea. 

Q Doctor, when you say that this body had 

bruises and contusions on it, can you explain what 

bruises are and what contusions are and what abrasions 

are? 

A Okay. Bruises and contusions are two 

words for exactly the same thing. Use either one that 

you like and you will be right. We all have had 

bruises, I'm sure. I've had my share anyhow. 

And when they occur, we have a certain 

amount of pain. And then you look down a few minutes 

later and it's starting to look red. Maybe swells up, 

maybe not. That red color will persist for most of 

the day. 

So anything that is red, has a red color 

to it, we call th~t a recent bruise that happened 

within a day of the time of death in this case, or 

within a day of the time that you look at it. 

The next day or so it starts turning a 
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sort of ugly purple. We call that color intermediate. 

You cannot put a time frame on it because a minor 

little bruise that doesn't amount to anything may fade 

out and be gone in three or fou~· or five days. 

A major one, such as I've seen in motor 

vehicle accidents, may take months before it 

disappears. And it will maintain that ugly blue, 

purple color for that period of time. 

we call intermediate. 

So that color 

When it finally starts to disappear, then 

yo11 see the edge starting to fade out turning a kind 

of ugly color, yellow-green. Gradually that color 

moves in toward the center toward the purple and is 

wiped out and finally the whole thing disappears. If 

you see that fading border, you can call that an old 

one. 

Again, we can't say how old in terms of 

the time of when the person got it to when you're 

looking at it. In this case, Miss Panos 1 these are 

were all very red bruises, all very ~ecent. 

Q And am I correct then in your definition 

then you either categorize the bruises into recent, 

intermediate and old bruises? 

A That's correct. 

Q In this case you would characterize all 

37 

L--------... - ·-' •·-·-··-----------------------
MARC IA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 

----· . - ·--

omr-,r.o .. 



AA02840

::::, 
(I_, ,, ,, 
'D --I 
co 
<-, 

= ("") 

= co 
-.D ..,,_ 

0971 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-------- -~----. 

of the bruises and abraaioris or contusions as recent 

appearing injuries? 

A Yes. Now, I haven't talked about 

abrasions yet. 

situation here. 

That's a little bit different 

We did have some abrasions. Abi--asion 

is a scrape. If we bang an unprotected elbow or wrist 

or some other part of our body against a rough plaster 

wall hard enough, we're going to knock a little skin 

off, and we hdve an abrasion. It's a scraping injury. 

It can be very superficial not amounting 

to anything. It can be pretty deep. It can sometimes 

take a whole thickness of the skin off as we often see 

in vehicular accidents. 

In this case, we had a definite abrasion 

type of injury at the point of the chin. We had 

another one over here around the angle of the right 

jaw. And I think that we had one or two smaller ones 

up on the left forehead. They are associated with 

bruises, but they are a little bit different because 

in a bruise we don't see the skin being actually 

broken. If the skln is broken, then we have an 

abrasion. 

Q When you say all of these injuries appear 

to be recent injuries, would it be fair to say that 

these injuries were caused within the same day of the 
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death of this person? 

A Yes. 

Q For the record, I have shown defense 

counsel the following State's proposed exhibits. 

I would like to show you, Doctor, first, 

State's Proposed Exhibit Number 41 for identification 

purposes. 

And what is this a picture of? 

A This is a right profile view of the 

lady's face, neck, upper chest, taken with -- for 

example, if it was taken of me, the camera would be 

over here shooting at me that way. 

And what we see is a lot of bruising of 

the right ear. Bruises around the angle of the jaw. 

There are some fainter bruises over the right cheek 

bone, and some of the stab wounds of the neck and the 

upper chest also are visible in this particular 

picture. 

39 

Q And, Doctor, do you have an opinion as to 

what could have cau5ed these red and purple b~uises 

around the ear and neck area --

A Well --

Q and the face? 

A to me they are all pretty red. I 

don't see a whole lot of purple here. This is blunt 
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trauma injury. 

40 

Something strike$ the body or the body 

is in motion and strikes something that's not moving, 

you get the same result. 

injury. 

You get an impact-type 

Q Could this be consistent with a blow from 

a fist? 

It certainly could be. 

it was. But, yes, it could be. 

I can't say that 

Q And this would be a fair and accurate 

depiction of the way that the body identified as 

Deborah Panos looked to you on September 1st of 1995? 

A That is correct, yes. 

MS. SILVER: Your Honor, I would move to 

adn,it State's Proposed Exhibit Number 41 for 

identification purposes. 

MR. BROOKS: We object to the admission 

of those exhibits. We will stipulate to the testimony 

of Dr. Green, but we object to the photographs as 

being ghastly and unduly prejudicial. 

THE COURT: That objection is overruled. 

Their probative value clearly outwej.ghs the 

prejudicial effect given the nature of the offense. 

(State's Exhibit 41 
admitted into evidence.) 
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BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Showing you next, Doctor, State's 

Proposed Exhibit number 42. 

Can you tell us what this is a picture 

of. 

A 42 is a more of a close-up of the right 

side of the face. Specifically, we're looking at that 

right ear and these bruises and abrasions around the 

angle of the jaw. 

And in the picture you'll see an L-shaped 

ruler which belongs to the photographer, and it has 

marking seal.es on it. These are metric. These are 

scaled off in centimeters, and the scale on each side 

of the Lis a five centimeter length which bai;iically 

is two inches. so you can translate that into two 

inches without difficulty and get a good idea of the 

size of the injuries. 

Now, below the ruler, again we have the 

right aide of the neck and you can see the upper chest 

and several of these stab wounds of the neck and cheat 

are visible. 

Q And this is also a fair and accurate 

depiction of how the body of Deborah Panos appeared to 

you on that date? 

A Yes, it is although that is after she had 

41 
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been cleaned up considerably. 

Q And let me just ask you this, Doctor, 

because I'm going to have you actually address the 

jury with these. 

You have looked at State's Proposed 

Exhibits 39 -- keep them in order, 37, 38, 40, 45, 44, 

43, 46, 47, and, excuse me, 4B -- you've seen these 

all prior just prior to your arrival up here on the 

stand today? 

A Yes, I have, and I think that I've seen 

them before that too. 

Q And these would all be autopsy photos 

taken of the body identified to you aa Deborah Panos 

on September 1st of 1995? 

A Yes. Allot these were taken in the 

Clark County Morgue by the officer from the crime lab. 

I believe that was Mr. Peterson. 

Q And they too would all be a fair and 

accurate depiction oe how this body appeared to you on 

that date? 

A Yes, they are very good. 

MS. SILVER; At this time, your Honor, I 

would move to admit the ~xhibits that I have juat 

mentioned. Fo~ purposes of identification, I would 

move for their receipt into evidence the exhibit$ that 

42 
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I just named. 

MR. BROOKS: We object on the same basis 

as to all of them. 

THE COURT: You can have a continuing 

objection. They will be admitted. 

(State' a Exhibit 37, 38, 39, 40, 
43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 
admitted into evidence.) 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q If I could, Dr. Green, could I stand up 

here and it may be easier to show the jury as you're 

talking about each one of the injuries. If you could 

stand up and show the photographs as we diocuss the 

injuries. 

MS. SILVER: Your Honor, may I publish 

these to the jury? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q At this time let me start with Exhibit 

41. 

If you could show that to the jury and 

explain again what you're talking about by the 

brui~ing and the stab wounds? 

A Okay. The bruising . 
l. s largely up here 
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~-------------1--~ 
around the right here and right side of the jaw. You 

can see some discoloration of the area of the right 

cheek bon·e. I'll kind of move down line here so 

everybody gets a chance to see this a little better. 

But there really is the area of bruising that's 

~ignificant here in this picture. 

Again, down below on the neck and chest 

you can see some marks which actually are the stab 

wounds. 

You folks in the back row can see it all 

right? 

Q And showing you Exhibit Number 42. 

Can you e~plain again for the record what 

this is a picture of and describe it to the jury as 

well? 

A Okay. 42 we're looking at the same part 

of the body. Right here, right side of the Jaw, but a 

cloaer up and here is that L~shape ruler that I was 

talking about. And down below the marks of the stab 

wounds, but basically the ruler is in there to give 

you a reference as to the actual size of these 

injuries. 

Q I'm showing you now Exhibit Number 37. 

Can you describe what it is for the 

record a picture of, and then explain it to the jury? 

44 
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,-----
A Okay. 37 is a left profile vinw of the 

lady's face taken. from off to her left side. And her-e 

we have some scraping, abrasion-type injuries in the 

forehead. 

left cheek. 

And we have a large area of bruising on the 

Sorne marks down below in the neck area 

which, in fact, are some of that cl11ster of stab 

wounds. 

Q Dr. Green, on the forehead there you see 

a very large injury. What is that, a very large --

A 

Q 

A 

You're pointing to this one? 

Yes, a very large, red injury. 

This is an abrasion. This is a 

scrape~type injury. It's the largest one that you see 

on the forehead here is the one that she was referring 

to. 

skin. 

Q 

A 

What could that have been caused by? 

This is something scraping over that 

Whether it's the skin of the fist, whether it's 

-- I have no idea what it was. 

scraping the skin surface there. 

But something is 

Q Okay. That was not and a knife wound 

then? 

A. No, this is not a knife wound. We have 

no knife wounds up here in the forehead. 

Q Okay. I just wanted to make that clear 
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on the record. 

A There is one picture where it is little 

bit confusing because it looks like it might be one 

that actually isn't. 

Q You said that when the pictures were 

taken the body was cleaned up. 

that, Doctor? 

What do you mean by 

A Well, there was quite a bit of blood 

scattered about various parts of the body especially 

on the neck and shoulders, some on the £ace. 

Q And showing you what has been admitted as 

State's Exhibit Number 38. 

Can you describe what that is for the 

record and also identify it for the jury? 

A This is a l.ook at the left side of the 

neck, and I think I spoke a few minutes ago about the 

stab wounds and I said there was one behind tl1e right 

ear. It's my mistake. It's behind the left ear. 

Q And that picture is State's Proposed 

Exhibit 38 

A 

Q 

A 

the skin. 

38. 

-- depicts that stab wound? 

This is just nothing more than a knick in 

Not a deep injury, not a major injury. 

Just a little mark here in between the arms of ttie 
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ruler. 

Q Showing you what has been marked and 

admitted as State 1 s Exhibit 39. 

Can you explain for us what this is a 

picture of? 

A This is a picture looking basically at 

the lady's forehead. Centered between the arms of the 

ruler we have that large scraping injury, and some 

scrapes up above and then we have a bruise occupying a 

good share of the middle of the forehead. Some other 

little very minor abrasions high up near the hairline. 

But basically this juot gives you the whole left side 

of the forehead here: 

Q And that big bruise on the forehead, that 

almost looks like it almost covers the forehead, what 

could that have been caused by? 

A Thia again is blunt trauma injury. 

Something hit the forehead or the forehead hit 

something. 

Q Okay. Showing you what has been marked 

and admitted as State's Exhibit Number 40. 

Can you describe for the record and to 

the jury what this is? 

A Number 40 is a photograph which is taken 

with the camera down, oh, probably lower chest level 
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and shooting kind of upward toward the face. You've 

got to look at the neck and the chin area. And the 

basic purpose of it, I believe, is to show this 

scraping abrasion-type injury that I mentioned at the 

point of the chin. It also shows several of the 

stab-type puncture wounds of the neck and chest. 

Q This injury to the chin, this large red 

injury, that is not a stab wound then? 

A No, this is not a stab wound. Thi5 is an 

abrasion, scrape. 

Q And, again, how would that have been 

caused or could that have been caused? 

A Well, something scraped across that Bkin 

quite forcefully and typically took layers of it off. 

Q Again, could that have been consistent 

with a fiat 

A It could have been. 

Q or blow? 

A It's possible. 

Q Showing you now what's been marked and 

admitted as State's Exhibit 43. 

Can you tell us what this is a picture 

of? 

A This is a picture of the right, I think, 

the right upper arm. The right shoulder is in the 

48 
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extreme border of the picture, and we have a bruise on 

the arm. Thµt is really what this picture is showing 

you, a little bruise back here. 

But the large one here is a pr.etty good 

si2:ed. T don't think that we have one with a ruler in 

it, but figuring that she's an average sized lady 

about five foot five or so you can get a pretty good 

idea of how big that thing was. 

Q That b~uise cove~ed her -- almost her 

entire arm from her shoulder to her elbow? 

A No, it's not that big. Make it half of 

that. 

Q Okay. Showing you what's been marked as 

State 1 s Exhibit Number 44. 

What is this a photograph of? 

A This is her right forearm. There is an 

abrasion there just below the elbow. Right about the 

area that I'm pointing at below the elbow, and you can 

see 50me orientation. Her head is up here toward the 

top of the picture, out of focus, but this is just a 

fairly superficial scrape. 

Q Showing you what has been marked as 

State's Exhibit Number 45. 

What is this a photograph of? 

A 45 primarily shows you the bruises to the 
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right hcind and wrist that I think that I mentioned 

earlier. Right hand is lying across her chest here, 

and I think that they are fairly obviously and pretty 

red. Pretty good si~e bruise here on the back of the 

hand, one on the wrist. A smaller one on the otlier 

side of the wrist. 

Q And you stated, Doctor, in testimony and 

even in your report, your autopsy report, that these 

could be defensive wounds? 

A They could be, yes. These bruises I 

would be inclined to call defensive wounds. I think 

that they are quite legitimate. 

talked about is more iffy. 

The scratch that I 

Q Showing you now what ha~ been marked as 

State's Exhibit Number 46, 

What is this a photograph of? 

A This is a fairly close up. If you did 

not know where it was, you would have a hard time 

figuring it out but it happens that I do. This is a 

little stab wound just beside her umbilicus. The 

umbilicus is rather faint. The stab wound is the 

darker spot there. The camera is down pretty close. 

Q was that a deep stab wound, Doctor? 

A It was deep, yes. It went through the 

peritoneal cavity, abdominal cavity, striking the 

...... -· ~----------------
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pelvic bone. Actually, it didn't do any real serious 

damage. It managed to miss everything important. 

Q That would not have been a lethal stab 

wound? 

A No, it would not. I would not have 

considered that a potentially lethal injury. 

Q Which ones would have, doctor? 

A We have at least three in the neck, which 

are definitely lethal. We have a couple of them 

involving the upper airway which are capable of 

causing death from hemorrhage and bleeding back down 

into the lungs, but this is not a wound which should 

have killed her. 

Q Showing you what'~ been marked aa state's 

Proposed E~hibit 47. 

What is this a photograph of? 

A Okay. 47 shows you the stab wound in the 

right g~oinus right above the crease of the groin in 

between the arms of the ~uler there. That one 

penetrated probably a co,1ple inches basically into 

fatty tissue. 

Again, this one didn't hit any vital 

structures, no major arteries or veins. 

Q Was that a deep wound that one? 

A No, about two inches. 

s1 l 
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Q Finally 1 showing you what has been marked 

for identification purposes as state's Exhibit Number 

48. 

What is this a picture of? 

A Primarily this i~ the picture of her left 

knee. It shows some very minor scrapings, some 

bruising, and on the outside of the kneecap there is 

an old scar which has nothing to do with what we're 

talking about today? 

Q Thank you, Doctor. If you could resume 

your seat. 

A Thank you. 

Q Doctor, based on the autopsy that you 

conducted did you have an opinion as to the cause of 

death in this case? 

A Yes. 

Q And what was that opinion? 

A Death was the direct result of the 

multiple stab wounds involving the neck and chest. 

Q And, Doctor, did you have an opinion as 

to ~he manner of death in this case? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q What was that opinion? 

A It's my opinion that the death in this 

particular case was homicidal. 

---~----·------------~ 
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MS. SILVER: Court's indulgence. 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Doctor, when you say that the manner of 

death in this case wao a homicide, what do you mean by 

that? 

A Well, from my particular purposes as a 

medical examiner, I think of the term homicide as 

meaning the act, the action by which one person takes 

the life of another. We do not get into the reasons, 

the causes, the planning or lack of it or the emotions 

or anything else. We leave that to our attorneys. 

I simply am calling this a homicide 

because clearly she didn't do this herself. 

Therefore, somebody did it to her, and we have a death 

resulting. 

Q And, Doctor, generally in a type of 

stabbing case such as thia, when you're conducting an 

autopsy, is it common tor you to sometimes see stab 

wounds to the hands or the arms as defensive wounds? 

A We see in the case of a knife attack 

sometimes stab wounds, sometimes cutting wounds. I've 

seen caaes where the person actually grabbed the blade 

and got a nasty cut to the palm of the hand to try to 

keep from getting hurt worse. These are all defensive 

wounds. She did not have any cuts or stabs to her 
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hands or fore~rms. 

Q And, Doctor, I believe earlier in your 

testimony y'ou said approximately four of these stab 

wounds went through the neck and actually penetrated 

the bone of the spinal column? 

A Yes, in the front. But you're pointing 

to the back. They didn't get that far. 

Q Okay. Can you show us then I'm sorry. 

Maybe I misheard you. 

was or explain that? 

Can you tell us how far that 

A The spinal column it's just about in the 

middle of the neck. If you feel your voice box and 

then go on back a little bit, that's a little 

uncomfortable, you run into something pretty solid. 

That's your spine. 

here. 

So it comes right down the middle 

So in order for a knife to hit in the 

midline, or voice box here, to get back to the spinal 

column we are looking at something between an inch and 

a half and two inches. 

Q What kind of force are we talking about 

in order to penetrate this type of bone? 

A We have four of these that actually 

penetrated and it disrupted the outer aurface of the 

bone. I don't know how many pounds of energy this 
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takes. It's a forceful injury certainly. It would 

depend in part on the structure of the knife. 

If you have got a thin bladed, flexible 

little kitchen knife that bends easily or do we have 

something with a little more substance to it. I don't 

know what we have in this particular case. Regardless 

of what it was, it certainly takes some force to drive 

that knife point into the bone and actually disrupt 

it. 

~s. SILVER: Court's indulgence. 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Docto~, I'm showing you what's been 

marked for identification purposes as State's Proposed 

Exhibit Number 21. And I would ask you what is that a 

picture of, or what does it appear to be a picture of? 

A Well, it is clearly a knife lying on a 

rug. 

Q And based on your examination of the body 

identified to you as Deborah Ann Pano~, could this 

knife, that is depicted in State's Proposed Exhibit 

Number 21, could this knife have caused the injuries 

that you have seen here in your examination? 

A Yes, it could. This is a relatively 

narrow bladed knife. We don't have a ruler in here 

for reference. But it's a long slender blade with a 

-· -·-------------~-----------------
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long, sharp point on it, wooden handle. 

And aBBuming that the handle is of 

routine kitchen k11ife size, it would probably be 

around four inches long and that wouid give us a blade 

just slightly longer. 

Yes, it's possible for a knife of this 

type to have been used to create these wounds. 

Q Doctor, if I were to tell you that that 

knife was approximately eight and a half inches would 

you differ in your opinion? 

A No, because that stills give you a four 

inch handle and four and a half inch blade. 

Q Okay. And, Doctor, for lack of a more 

scientific term, would it be your opinion or would it 

be fair to say that this woman was beat up prior to 

her death? 

A Well, she certainly received a very 

substantial number of blunt force injuries. The 

bruises, the scrape6 of the face, neck and so on, 

certainly could very well have been a result of being 

beaten with fists or some other object. 

MS. SILVER; Thank you. That would 

conclude my direct examination. 

THE COURT: cross-examination. 

~-- ------- ---···-- ,.......__. ·----· -···-~· -------"'"· 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BROOKS: 

Q Dr. Green, I have just a couple questions 

for you. 

With regards to the major injuries to the 

neck and chest; these were major injuri~a, correct? 

A Well, they are major enough to kill her. 

Q Lots of bleeding? 

A There should have been a very substantial 

amount of bleeding, yes. 

Q How long, if you can tell, once those 

injuries have been inflicted before she dies? 

A Well, I can't tell you bow long a time 

frame between this wound, Number 1, and Wound Number 

13. But we have a knife wound coming in here and 

cutting. Say, our left common carotid artery, that's 

a big vessel, and it's partner on the right, are what 

supply blood to the whole head and brain. 

If we cut one of those, in this case both 

of themt then our blood supply to the brain has been 

effectively stopped becauoe blood supply depends on 

pressure which is generated by the beating of the 

heart. 

We make a l1ole in a l~rge vessel and 

blood pours out of that and there is no pressure 
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beyond that to speak of. 

so given that point in time, the brain 

has about 14 secorlds worth of reserve oxygen supply if 

no more comes to it. That isn't very much, but that's 

what we got. So she would be expected to lose 

consciousness in a matter of 12, 14, 15 seconds from 

the time either or both of those major arteries have 

been cut. She will never regain circulation to the 

brain because she can't. The blood supply has been 

totally disrupted. 

At about four minutes from that event, 

the brain will begin to suffer irreversible cellular 

damage. If one could restore that blood supply, you 

probably could bring her back to life if you could do 

it almost instantly. 

But given the situation like this, 

obviously you can't. And let's say by ten minutes 

post-injury, this brain will never recover no matter 

what you do. She's dead. 

MR, BROOKS: Thank you, Doctor. No 

further questions. 

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. 

MS. SILVER: Just one. 

58 

-~----- ·----------------------~---' 
MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 

omr--Ar.1 



AA02861

<-, 
(""") 

::::, 
(I) 

"1J 
"1J 
([• --I 
CD 
<-, 

= (""") 

,s, 
--,:, -Ul 

0992 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~------·--------------, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. SILVER: 

Q Doctor, do you have an opinion as to 

which stab wound was inflicted first or any kind of 

order as to the stab wounds? 

A No, all we can ~ay is that tl1ey look as 

though they are inflicted more or less at about the 

same time. In other words, they are pretty much 

contemporaneous, to use a nice long word for it, but 

which one came first there is no way in the world that 

I can tell you that. 

Q And you don't know whether the stab wound 

to the abdomen was before the wound or one of the 

wounds to the neck? 

A No, I can't. There is very little 

bleeding involved in this one in the abdomen. AS I 

say, it didn't hit anything m~jor. Given some 

antibiotic$, it ought to have healed up all by itself 

if that had been he~ only injury. 

Q So they would not have. So if she was 

just stabbed here in the abdomen, she could have 

remained alive? 

A Most certainly. If that had been her 

only injury, yes. 

MS. SILVER: Thank you. I don't have any 
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further questions. 

MR. BROOKS: No further questions 1 your 

Honor. 

THE COURT: May tl1is witness be 

discharged? 

MR. HARMON: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COUR'.I': Thank you. Sir, you may step 

down. 

THE WIT.NESS: Thank you, sir. 

THE COURT: Call your next witness. 

MR. HARMON: Dan Peterson. 

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear the 

testimony which you are about to give shall be the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so 

help you God? 

THE WITNESS: I do. 

DANIEL P~J'ERSON, 

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows; 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Will you state your name, please. 

A My name is Daniel P@te~son, 

P~E-T-E-R-S-0-N, 
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Q Mr. Peterson, what is your business or 

occupation? 

A I'm a crime scene analy~t with the Las 

Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. 

Q 

A 

What is a crime scene analyst? 

We respond to crime scenes where we 

document crime sceneo through photographs. We search 

the crime scenes and identify any items that may have 

evidentiary value. We do a diagram of crime sce11es. 

We collect, preserve the items that we've identified 

as possible evidence. We proces$ those items for 

fingerprints and trace evidence such as hair, blood or 

other residues. 

Q How long have you worked as crime scene 

analyst with the LaG Vegas Metropolitan Police 

Department? 

A 

Q 

Three years. 

I want to direct your attention to 

September the 1st, 1995. On that date were you 

present at the Clark County Morgue and did you witness 

an autopsy examination performed by Chief Medical 

Examiner DL. Sheldon Green upon a victim identified as 

Deborah Ann Panos? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Were you there throughout the autopsy 
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examination? 

A Yea, . 
sir, I was. 

Q Did you take photographo of the victim, 

Miss Panos? 

A 

your Honor. 

Yes, I did. 

MR. HAKMON; 

THE COURT: 

May I approach the witness, 

Yes. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Analyst Peterson, I'm showing you 

Exhibits 37 through 48. 

Are those photographs taken by you of the 

victim, Miss Panos? 

A Yes, sir, they are. 

Q Do they truly and accurately depict the 

appearance and condition of the decedent as you 

observed her on September the 1st, 19957 

A Yes, they do. 

Q In connection with the autopsy and in 

addition to the photography work, do you also impound 

items of evidence which may be relevant to the 

investigation? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir, I do. 

Did you do that in this case regarding 

the autopsy of Miss Panos conducted September the 1st, 

MARCIA J, LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 

_______ ., ___ .... ,'. 

62 

omnnr.1 



AA02865

0996 
<-. 
n 
::s 
(Lo ,, ,, 

1 i[o --I 
co 

2 <-. 
0 

::s;:, 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

:;a .3 

24 

25 

.------·--------·--,---------------. 

1995? 

A Yea, sir, I did. 

Q I'm showing you what the clerk has marked 

as Proposed Exhibit 62. 

Do you recognize that to be a copy of an 

impound report that you prepared? 

A Yes, air, I do. 

Q Analyst Peterson, does proposed Exhibit 

62 reflect each item of potential evidence which you 

recovered? 

A Yes, sir, they do. 

Q Were all of the items that you have 

identified recovered from the body of Deborah Panos? 

A Yes, they werP.. 

Q Does it include the clothing that she ~as 

wearing? 

A Yes. 

Q Does it also include any samples that 

were recovered by the medical examir1er from cavities 

of the body? 

A Yes, it does. 

Q Did the evidence include a sexual assault 

kit? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q Is Proposed Exhibit 62 a t~ue and correct 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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·e 
copy of your impound report? 

A Yes, it is. 

MR. HARMON: Your Honor, the State offers 

proposied 62. 

THE COURT: rt will be admitted. 

(State 1 s Exhibit 62 

admitted into evidence.) 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q At the request of the office of the 

district attorney did you bring a certain item of 

evidence to court with you this afternoon? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q What have you brought to court? 

I brought the sexual assault kit that we 

took at the morgue that day. 

Q Will you produce that, please. Thank 

you. 

MR. HARMON: Your Honor, may we have this 

item marked as the State's next proposed exhibit. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(State's Exhibit 67 
marked for identification.) 

MR. HARMON: May I approach the witness 
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again, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Analyst Pet~rson, I'm showing you what 

the clerk has marked as Proposed Exhibit 67. 

Is that the box that you have handed to 

me just a few moments ago, and is that the 5exual 

assault kit that you recovered on September the 1st, 

1995, i11 connection with the autopsy performed upon 

Deborah Ann Panos? 

A Yes, sir, it is. 

Q What is a sexual assault kit, sir? 

A Sexual asaault kit is a sample of -- it's 

varied samples of biological evidence that we collect 

such as pulled head hair, pulled pubic hair, combed 

pubic hair; blood; swabbings from the oral, the 

vaginal and rectal cavities, and we also put the 

victim's underwear in the box. 

Q Are all of the items thae you have just 

~eferred to are they all included in the kit which was 

part of the evidence you collected in connection with 

Proposed Exhibit 67? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You mentioned that among other items it 

involved blood from the victim? 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And also samples recovered from the oral 

and vaginal areas? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did that include the rectal a~ea as well? 

A Yes, sir, it did. 

Q Did you personally observe these areas 

being processed and did you see the evidence recovered 

by the medical examiner? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Did you then take possession of all the 

evidence? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Was it placed into the kit that you have 

before you? 

A Yes, air, it was. 

Q Are there various containers inside the 

box marked Proposed 67? 

A Yes, sir. There is paper envelopes with 

each sample marked on the outside of the envelope as 

to what is in the envelope, and the blood are in glass 

vials. 

Q Do you follow the same procedure whenever 

you are collecting a sexual assault evidence 

collection kit? 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q Regarding Proposed Exhibit 67, is it in a 

sealed condition now? 

A Yes, sir, it is. 

Q When you first recovered it, did you take 

it then and book it into evidence at the police 

department? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Did you sign the evidence as the booking 

officer? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Do you see your signature still on 

Proposed Exhibit 67? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You still see seals that you placed upon 

them? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you see any evidence that the contents 

of the sexual assault kit have been analyzed after you 

recovered the evidence? 

A Yes, eir, I do. 

Q What evidence of that do you observe? 

A First, the name on the front of the 

sexual assault kit is Terry Cook. 

Q What name? 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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A Terry Cook. 

Q Who is Terry Cook? 

A And he is a criminalist at the Metro 

police crime lab. 

Q One of your colleagues at the police 

department? 

A Yes, . 
sir. And he has placed blue 

evidence Aeals on the box whereas I use red evidence 

seals. 

Q Do you have any way of knowing whether 

contents ot the sexual assault kit were also submitted 

to a DNA laboratory for DNA analysis? 

A 1 have no idea. 

Q You were not involved in any procedure 

along that line? 

A No, sir, I wasn't. 

Q If that occurred, would it have been the 

criminalist, Mr. Cook, who was involved in sending the 

evidence to the laboratory? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Except for the additional markings and 

seals o[ criminalist Te~~y Cook, is the sexual assault 

kit, at least as you see it from the exterior of the 

box, in substantially the same condition now --

A YeB, sir, it is. 
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Q -- as it was on September the 1st, 1995? 

A Yes, isir. 

MR. HARMON: Your Honor, the State offers 

Proposed Exhibit 67. 

THE COURT: That will be the order. It 

will be admitted. 

MR. BROOKS: That is not being offered 

right now as an exhibit into evidence? 

MR. HARMON: Yes. 

MR. BROOKS: Your Honor, for the record 

since we stipulated to the fact that my client had sex 

with this woman, we would object to the evidence as 

being cumulative, prejudicial and unnecessary. 

THE COURT: The objection is overruled. 

Since that stipulation has been made, 

there can be no possible prejudice from itD admission 

and the court so finds as a matter of law. 

direct, 

Go ahead. 

(State's Exhibit 67 
admitted into evidence.) 

MR. HARMON: Your Hono~, that concludes 

MR. BROOKS: No questions, your Hono~. 

THE COURT: May this witness be 

MARCIA J. LEONARD, CCR NO. 204, RPR 
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discharged? 

MR, HARMON: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. You maybe 

excused. 

MR. HARMON: Darren Heiner. 

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear the 

testimony which you are about to give shall be the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so 

help you God? 

THE WITNESS: I do. 

DARREN HEINER, 

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q Will you state your name for the r~cord? 

A Darren Heiner, H-E-I-N-E-R. 

Q Spell your first name, sir? 

Q Is it Officer Daren Heiner? 

A Yes. 

Q Where are you employed, Officer Heiner? 

A Las Vegas Metro police. 
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-------·-----
department? 

A Ten years. 

Q Were you employed with the Las Vegas 

Metropolitan Police Department on August the 3lst, 

19957 

A Yes, I was. 

Q Were you a patrol officer on that day? 

A Y&s, I was. 

Q Did you have occasion during your shift 

on that day to be approached by a citizens in the area 

of Bonanza and Lamb bouleva.rd? 

A Yes I did. 

Q About what time did that occur? 

A 'It was approximately 3: 3 o in the 

afternoon. 

Q When you were approa~hed, did you have a 

conversation with the particular citizen? 

A Yes. I was approached by a female who 

told me her name was Lisa Duran. She stated that she 

was concerned for the welfare of a woman that she 

described as her roommate. She stated that she was 

supposed to meet this roommate, Deborah, at her w- at 

Deborah's trailer in order to pick up some items that 

were inside the trailer. 

Q Did you get an address for the trailer 

- ....... --------~ 
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the citizen Li£a Duran was referring to? 

A Yea, it was the Ballerina Mobile Home 

Park at 839 North Lamb, Space Number 125. 

Q Did you also learn from the citizen that 

she had a concern for the welfaro of her friend, 

Deborah? 

A Yes; I did. 

Q Did she tell you anything about observing 

the woman's vehicle? 

A Yes. She stated that they were planning 

on meeting at about 1:30 at the trailer in order to 

pick up some items out of the trailer that were in 

there that belonged to Liaa. She stated that as she 

was pulling up to the trailer she noticed Deborah's 

boyfriend, who she knew only as James, driving away in 

Deborah's vehicle. 

Q As a result of the entirety of the 

information relayed to you by Lisa Duran, did you have 

occasion to go with her and anyone else in her party 

to the Ballerina Mobile Home Park, specifically to 

Space 125, at 839 North Lamb Boulevard? 

A Yes, myself and Officer Russ Lee 

responded over there with Li$a and her brother, John. 

Q Did you and Officer Lee arrive at 

approximately the same time? 
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A Yes, we did. 

Q would you estimate the approximate time 

of your arrival at the location of 839 North Lamb 

Boulevard, space Number 125? 

A It would have to have been approximately 

3:45 in the afternoon. 

Q Is the location of that particular mobile 

home in Las Vegas, Clark County, State of Nevada? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Tell us what happened after you arrived? 

A When we got to the trailer, myself and 

Officer Lee began knocking on the door announcing 

ourselves as police and calling out Deborah's name in 

order to get a response from inside the trailer, and 

we didn't get a response. We then continued to knock 

on windows and doors announcing ourselves again as 

police calling toward to Deborah with no response. 

Q Did you knock on all of the exterior 

doors? 

A Exterior doors and most of the windows, 

yes. 

Q Did you attempt at any time to check the 

exterior doors to see if they were open? 

A Yes, we did. They were all locked and 

secured. 
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1 Q You mentioned also you checked windows. 

2 Were any of the windows broken? 

3 A None of the windows were 

4 Q You didn't see any broken glass? 

5 A No. 
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1 A Through that particular window. 

2 Q Did either you or Officer Leet en go 

3 into the mobile home? 
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1 It's in the area of Bonanza and Lamb. 

2 Q Were you in a car by yourself or was 

3 Officer Lee with you in your car? 

A I was in a car by myse 

Q D1 icer Lee 1s own car. 

6 A Yes, 

7 Q Wen you were were you 
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1 Q When you arrived there at the trailer, 

2 when did you talk to Lisa Duran and find out a out t e 

3 name James Chappell? 

A To me she only identified him as James. 
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A Yes, sir. 

2 Q As a result of your conclusion, were 

3 other officers in the department 

4 A Yes. The homicide detectives were 
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1 Q As far as when you got there and calling 
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MICHAEL PERKINS, 

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

THE COURT: Counsel stipulate to the 

presence of the jury. 

MR, BROOKS: Yes, your Honor. 

MR. HARMON: Yes. 

THE COURT: May we procee 

of Miss S1 ver? 

MR. HARMON: Se is ta ing care o 

another matter. Join us in a ew minutes. 

DIRECT EXAMI_NATI N 

T 
+ 

yous 

y name 1.s 

ease spe 

a 

your name e recor. 

inB. 

your 
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1 A About five years and a mont 

2 Q Analyst Perkins, on August t e 

3 1995
1 

did you have occaeion as a senior cr~me seen 

4 analyst to respond to erina 

5 at 839 North Lam Bou evar, 

6 A Yes I r 

7 Q About w at time on 

8 you arrive 

9 A ·1 arr1ve ou sev 

10 five o'clock int e evening. 

11 Q Wat was your purpose or go 

12 scene? 

13 A I een reg:ue 

14 re erence a 

15 ere you 

16 investJ..gati.on on 

17 

18 I 

19 oing a iagram as we 

20 

$cene a 
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-------------------- -

_______ ,.,_.,......-,-

1 Q you an on war 

2 toget ler in per orming e inves 

a a erina 

4 es, we 

p 

pace 

in 

qui 

? 

Do these in the series 
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1 Pro osed Exhibits 1 through 36 1 truly and accurately 

2 depict the condition of both the outside an 

3 839 North Lamb Boulevard, Space 125 as you o serve 

that condition to be at the time of your arriva on 

5 August the 31st., 1995? 

6 A Yes, t1ey o. 

7 Q All of the p otograp s are rue an 

8 accurate? 

9 A Yes, t ey are. 

10 MR. HARMON: Your onor, ers 

11 Propose 

12 

13 these, your Honor. 

14 es. 

15 

16 to 

gruesome p 
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