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1 Q Did she later have another child? 

2 A Yes. 

s name 

• 

7 When ou worked with the defendant --

8 excuse me -- when ou wo~ked with Deborah, did ou become 

9 friends with her as well? 

10 es. 

15 circus we did 'ust ever 

16 Q And when you say you took the kids 

17 aces, o you ave a c 

• 

22 her children to various laces? 

23 A Yes. 

24 Q Do you now a person 
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Pae 40 

1 A Yes. 

2 Q Do you 6ee him here n court to ay? 

es. 

'rt stri ed. 

8 MS. SILVER: Your Honor, may the record 

9 reflect that the witness has ~dentifie 

10 THE COURT: es. 

• 

I met Debbie. 

And do ou know where Debbie lived in 

16 ~ueeon or with whom she lived with? 

17 A nan 

runes. 

23 different thin a with Debbie with your kids, did the 

24 defendant nclude himae ac 

, 
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Pa B 41 

went aometime::s. 

2 Q Now, when you state ecame 

3 

• 

her? 

A Yes. 

9 Q When I say abusing her, what are we 

10 talking about? 

11 e use 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q And about what yea~ was i you 

18 ru1.ses 

• 

Can on tell us where ou would observe 

24 bruises on Debbie"s body? 

25 A er arms, 
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--- ' 1••,--·-··-- ... 

Paga 42 

1 her back, she had the~ on her head. It was rea 

2 to the touc 

Do cu know if she showed many other 

B bruises? 

9 A She showe 

10 There wae about 

bout them. She ·ust told us 

at were there with her all the time. Moat of the time 

16 she wore clothes to where you couldn't see t you 

17 didn't know her. 

• 

A Yes. 

23 Q Wae Debbie employed from the time 

24 period that you knew her? 

25 es. 
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Page 43 

l Q Let's talk about in Tucson. ere you 

2 aware a. uoson o move 

Yee '94. 

7 0 And in that time period, what jobs did 

8 Debbie have, if you can recall? 

9 A ucaon 

rom 

I'm not sure 

worked at Seara. 

15 Q Would it ha fair to say that at times 

16 she would have two and tree JO s? 

17 ea. 

So in the time eriod that ou'v~ known 

23 the defendant, at least in Tucson from 1990 to 1994, you've 

24 only known the defendant to ave one JO 

• 
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Pa. e 44 

l Q And what was that? 

2 A e was a er or 

3 some • 

that 'ob last? 

A As far as I know about a week. 

Durin this time period in Tucson, did 

9 ou ever ersonally observe the defendant ge 

10 Deborah? 

11 

imes. 

Ten to 15 times? 

16 A Probably, in Tucson. 

17 Q ypes o 

18 see 

the wall or as she was 

walkin to tri her or somethin like that. 

23 Q what would Deborah 

24 pushed into the wa 

5 
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Pae 45 

1 set. 

2 Q D1d you a so wor ire 

3 ucson 

• 

know of three. 

So ersonall know of three 911 

9 calls? 

10 A Yes. 

11 

e 

artment went out to. 

16 Q Why would the fire department go out to 

17 such a domestic violence call? 

18 

ck would o out without a 

a.ramedic. 

24 0 That was if there was aome 

25 inJury? 
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2 Q Were ou also aware that Deborah needed 

3 to go to the hospital as well? 

4 A es • 

• 

A 

10 Q And what happened in that respect? 

11 A Like 1 say, from '92 to '94 ecause I 

12 starte 

a head and 

e e had to be seen at the hos ital. 

18 Q I'm sorry, I still can't hear you. 

19 A 0 

20 e seen e 

c1,r;cUills ances o appene. 

e. 

25 Did ou ever see that 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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,---------------------------------------------··· _ .. , ....... . 

l A No. 

2 Q -- to her head? 

3 

'ther to Laa Ve as or 

alifornia. She chose here. 

9 Q Sot as a result of her work, she moved 

10 here? 

11 A ecause s 

cou 

, 

o the defendant bein in 

trouble with the olice it forced her to leave her job 

17 with the Tucson --

18 A 

19 --
• 

as as well? 

No .. 

24 Q Why is that? 

25 A Shed dn't te me. me 



AA03431

1 that he had moved here with her. 

2 Q And why didn't she tell you? 

3 A I don't now. I guess was 

a.rraase now • ucson, 

• 

• 

9 well? 

10 A Yes. 

11 Q or came 

• 

Of 1995? 

17 A Yes. 

18 Q So from t e time perio etween er 

1.e move ere, you came ou or 

your visi 

w'th 

24 defendant here in Las Ve as? 

25 A Yes. 
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Pae 49 

1 Q What typea of problems? 

2 A He ings ou ome. 

, 

sa clothin for the children? 

8 A Be had taken jackets from them. This 

9 was in October. Be took the Jackets ey 

10 didn't have any more Jae ay c:a.re or sc 

• 

Is that es? 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q Di 

1 coa a 

• 

t said he bad taken them and 

the were no loner in the house. 

24 Q Did she also -- you ~tate at --

25 you mention 
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- -··••, " .... ,._ --- -- ' -· -· .. 

Yes. 

2 Q And how were you aware of that? 

3 A s me. 

4 

and she had listed a 

9 Were ou aotually present here in Las 

10 Vegas at· a time pe~iod when the defendant 

11 ahoes? 

aed on the shoes she had, 80 

we went and other some sandals from WalMart. 

17 Q When you sa.y we, who are you ing 

18 about? 

19 

we 

• 

defendant had taken them? 

A Yes. 

24 Q What 

25 from her? 
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Pae 51 

1 A She had a lot of furniture, but when I 

2 went up there, ng. 

e in March she 

had an ? 

8 A Right. She use --

9 Q a.ppene 

10 

• 

A She said James had sold it or taken it 

15 for dru s. 

16 0 Did you notice, wen you came rom 

17 Tucson, t ure wae gone 

• 

t? 

22 A He would always take the food stamps or 

23 food that was in the house every tJ.me she e 

24 on once a mon 

• 
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And how was it one? 

2 A Mostl James taking it. 

3 Q So she and the children were eft with 

4 no foo as we ? 

• 

9 Was she u set when she told ou this? 

10 A Yea. 

11 Q 

uring pay ays, w 

• 

A Ph sicall takin it from her. She 

17 ke t her mone in a -- like a wallet-type. It had like a 

18 calendar and some bills thats e to pay or w a ever an 

19 er money in ere. 

24 What did ou notice? 

25 A She had a scar and it was a little bit 



AA03436

And that scar waa on her nose? 

3 A It went all the way across her nose 

4 right here. 

ss he:r 

nose? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q An .1.t o anyone l.ng 

13 to her? 

• 

A No. 

18 Q Did she tell you how she had received 

19 that scar and why her nose looked different? 

20 A e 

ouch and so she wouldn't move. As soon as 

25 she fell aslee he would hit her. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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. ··-······ ······-------------

l Were there reasons wh she sle ton the 

2 couch as opposed to the bedroom?. 

A in 

on eca.use 

there come a time that ou actual! 

9 moved in with Debbie? 

10 A Yes. 

• 

Las Ve as? 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q And where did you put your personal 

18 

• 

the Ballerina Mobile Home Park? 

24 A Yes. 

25 Q 
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2 A X had a four bedroom house that I lived 

3 in in Tucson. 

4 Q urniture rom l!l 

ouse, was .i 

• 

Park? 

9 A Yes. 

10 Q And did you place other items of your 

11 personal belong1nga into 

ea. 

Wh ou leave? 

17 A My daughter waa still in school in 

18 Tuason. She • 

an you :i:;'e 

, 

-- had been one throu h. I had a 

24 room in tha back that I had all my boxes and my bed and 

25 everything and all of that had been gone 
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Pae 56 

1 Q Were items of your property taken a$ 

2 well? 

es. 

st ff like that amall items. 

8 Q Did other items eventually begin to 

9 disappear as well? 

10 

that was taken as it 

15 remained in that Ballerina Mobile Home Court trailer? 

16 A y over • 

17 

• 

• 

22 Q And what did he tell you when you asked 

23 him for your property back? 

2 
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Pae 57 

1 ri ht down the street and he could et it. 

2 Q So he acknowledged that he took this 

3 rom you 

• 

Correct. 

9 Q It was our property, wasn't it? 

10 A Yes. 

11 Q you gl.ve pernu.ea:i.on 

• 

back7 

16 A No. 

17 Q And why was that? 

18 A We l.ln • 

e defendant live if ou 

24 A Some times he stayed at the trailer. 

25 Most of the t.l,.llle e wasn• ere. 
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Pae 58 

1 Q Where did he stay mostly? 

2 A Ha aaid -- at we ever 

were 

• 

A Thron ha window. 

8 Q Which window? 

9 A Located in the 

10 livJ.ng room. 

, 

5 Bow do ou know this? 

16 A The lock was not ~or ng on e 

17 screen is not on i any more, an ve ac y seen im 

, 
' 

wae it actuall of 

23 the defendant constantly coming through that window? 

24 A Yes, yea. 
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2 et the defendant would still come in throu h the window? 

3 A If we had the doors locked and we 

4 n, yes. 

matter whether ou let him in or whether ou didn't let him 

lO in, this defendant got in that residence if he wanted to 

11 get in the residence? 

ee. 

16 So he did not have clothes inside of 

17 the residence? 

18 A l.rst move 

we move 

About how man times did ou and she 

24 how long did you live with Debbie from about June of '95 

25 unt 
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·-· ·-·- ····-·····-·--------- -------------

e 60 

1 A I moved out the end of July. 

2 Q So for the period of July 1995? 

es. 

And what t es of calls? Wh would ou 

9 call 911? 

10 A Because Debb~e thoug t James was going 

el:'. 

How did Debbie act when he would 

16 break-in or come into the residence? 

11 A She was always acared telling him he's 

18 not COIIUng J.Il e cryl.ng a er 

e was in • 

Durin this time eriod? 

24 A Yes. 

25 Q ie was saying 
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Pae 61 

sa Duran's? 

2 A She was afraid to stay at the ouse. 

3 Q e was 

4 es. 

What did she tell ou? 

9 A One time, ahe told me that she had 

10 talked to him on the phone. I thinks e was a 1sa s, 

11 I'm not m going 

ouse. 

,1 

Now ou were on the phone with Debbie 

17 at that time? 

18 A Yes, I was a 

l er. 

, 

24 Q And as ou were on the phone with 

25 Debbie, what happened? 



AA03445

Pae 62 

l A Jam.ea had broke into the house. 

2 Q Do you know how he got into the house 

3 that t me? 

• 

ocated in the 

back. 

9 Q Did you lock your bedroom door? 

10 A Yee. 

11 Q 

• 

He came into m room. Be unlocked the 

door somehow and came into m room. 

17 Q How did he unlock your door? 

18 now • 

• 

it was Debbie on 

3 the hone which it was but I had it three-wa with 911. 

24 Q Did you call 911 or d1d she? 

25 



AA03446

Page 63 

1 Q But you telephone 

1ne wi 

• 

wea.rin if he had a un or knife or if I could 

7 eee an 

8 Q Why was Debb e asking you t e 

9 

--
14 What was the defendant doing as he 

15 opened the door? 

16 ing me, l , 

"and finall the 911 

21 o erator said "The olice were outside and they can•t get 

22 in because the door is locke. Cou you p ease 

23 91.ve 
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1 A Yee. 

2 Q And was Debbie on the l ne? 

es. 

A Yes. 

8 What ha ened? 

9 A They went over they went ~nto t e 

10 back bedroom. 

wen --

15 And what ha ened? 

16 A They handcuffed him and brought h:un 

17 i-v-,1.ng room. 

--
water bed halfwa covered u the drawers was 

23 the knife. 

24 Q Prior to the defendant walking n 

ere, was n your 
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Pae 65 

1 A No. 

2 Q you recogn 

nives 

• 

7 A Debbie m self and her three kids and 

8 

9 Q I want to direct your attention to 

10 

an 

• 

15 A Debbie had asked me to. 

16 Q OJ. was e 

17 premises aga,1.n 

twas Debbie's demeanor 

22 like as ou watched her in the livin room? 

23 A She was very nervous and crying. She 

24 was rea y upae eca.use o come in o 
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1 ou and she didn't want to o. She said ahe was acared. 

2 She kept saying he was going to hurt her and for me to call 

• 

• 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q Was the defendant angry? 

10 A He seeme e. He ing 

o you • 

• 

15 her? 

16 A Usually if he found a piece of paper 

17 wit any ma e person's name on i 

ave a 

22 there and ·ust an that was out of the ordina for 

23 him. 

24 Q So any time paper 



AA03450

Pa a 67 

l the defendant? 

2 A Yea • 

• 

A In the bedroom. 

8 Q And about how long were they in the 

9 bed:t"oom? 

10 

And durin that ti.me eriod, what did 

15 ou do? 

16 A I was on one Wl. 

17 ere you scare 

A I had knocked on the door and Debbie 

22 came out. 

23 Q And tel us w at was emeanor ae 

24 s e was coming 
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1 still ver nervoua and she looked hot. 

2 Q Did she tell you what the defendant had 

3 one to 

-- her a.nd he 

8 

9 Cl Did you ever see that knife? 

10 A Yes. 

11 are wa.s 

• 

A Like a butcher knife. 

16 Q And did you recognize that knife? 

17 A Yes. 

w 

• 

A In the kitchen. 

23 Q Was there a drawer that she generally 

24 kept her kn ves? 

es. 
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1 Q And that was located in the kitchen as 

we 

• 

6 A Yes he was. 

7 Q Do you recall the children being 

8 present during that time? 

y l.S 

13 A Yes. 

14 Q And Anthony was ap roximately how old 

15 wen he saw t s? 

I 

20 While ou were livin with Deborah did 

21 she want the defendant to be her boyfriend? 

im 
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·---- ----····, ···-- - ' - ..... --.·. , ...... -

to Michigan. She wanted him to just and leave 

one. 

6 for the bus when et the 

7 that we were going to take him, he would disa ear for a. 

coup a days or just long enough until the bus isn't runnin 

more ane or 

• 

13 And what ha 

14 A Ha didn't o. 

Q I kept the plane ticket in my 

o go it or 

was 

19 

20 Were 

21 exchanging things for the cash back? 

A The clothes and shoes, yes. 

shoes did 

• 

PATSY K. S 
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1 0 Where would Debbie sta when he was 

2 actually out of jailt generally? 

e waa ou, usua y at L sa•~ 

ouse. y 

• 

7 That's all o 

8 THE COURT: Cross? 

9 MR. BROOKS: Yes. 

15 

16 * * * 'Ill' • * 

• 

21 

22 

23 
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EXHIBIT 139 
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-=• I ......... i Jlt -. • •. • 
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CHIEF DEPUTY DISTRICT AT 

3 -AND-

• EWING ES UIRE 
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9 

14 

15 .. 
Ill 
,!, 

$. 
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a: 
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Q,. 

LU 20 

cz; 21 
a: 
Ill ., 
:s 
II: .. 
u 
::I! 
~ 

... 

25 
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....... --------·-····--------------------------------------

1 I N D E X 

2 0 F 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. SILVER 14-15 
7 

RECROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. EWING 16 
8 

D MIKE 
13 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. SlLVER 48 
14 

. EWIN 

19 
DUFFEY, WILLIAM 

20 
DIRECT EXAMXNATION Bl MR. HARMON 99 

25 
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1 

6 

7 

12 

13 

g 
18 

19 

24 

25 

4 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA; MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1996; 2130 SESSION 

, 

HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY DULY SWORN TO TELL THE TRUTH, 

THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH, 

TO TUCSON 

• • 

MISS MC GUIRE YOU TESTIFIED THAT YOU MOVED 

IS THAT WHEN YOU MET DEBBIE IN TUCSON WAS 

FEBRUARY OR MARCH OF 1990? 

A YES. 

FRIENDS? 

A IT WAS ONLY A COUPLE OF WEEKS. 
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1 AROUND THE SAME TIME FRAME, FEBRUARY OR 

2 MARCH OF 1990, YOU BECAME FRIENDS? 

• 

6 A YES. 

7 Q YOU TESTIFIED THERE WERE TIMES WHEN JAMES 

8 WOULD SOCIALIZE WITH YOU AND DEBBIE AND THE KID 

• 

YES~ 

13 AND THAT YOU DIDN'T KNOW THAT JAMES WENT 

14 WITH BER? 

. 
ij 

. ill 
"' 
., 
ci 
u 
ci 
IL .. 
Clo 19 TELL YOU? ... ., 
Ill 20 A NO. .. 
D 

"' 
w 
"' • 

a 
cc 
0 

25 A WELL I HAD GONE TO SEE DEBBIE AND JAMES 
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6 

1 WAS THERE. 

5 AND DID JAMES TELL YOU AT THAT TIME THAT 

6 THEY WERE MOVING TO LAS VEGAS? 

7 

• 

11 SOMEWHERE WITH HER MOM. 

12 Q YOU TESTIFIED YOU WERE ONLY AWARE OP JAMES 

13 HAVING ONE JOB WHILE HE WAS IN TUCSON? 

• 

17 AND YOU TESTIFIED THAT YOU DIDN•T KNOW ROW 

18 LONG BE RAD THAT JOB, BUT YOU ESTIMATED IT WAS A COUPLE 

23 WE HAD GONE TO THE BACK DOOR AND 

24 HAD SAID ''Sl" TO HIM, OR WHATEVER SHE HAD TO DO WITH 

• 
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~ 

.. 
0 
(J 

ii! 
"' 
L 

II. 

w 

"' 
., 
(,) 

0: 
0 

1 

2 

7 

8 

13 

14 

18 

19 

20 

2 

25 

IT WAS DURING THE SAME WEEK. 

Q AND THAT'S BASICALLY YOUR BEST ESTIMATE? 

A YE. 

Q WOULD IT SURPRISE YOU IF HE WORKED THERE SIX 

MONTES? 

• 

DID DEBBIE TELL YOU ABOUT THAT? 

A NO. 

Q DID YOU KEY INTO THAT CONTEMPORANEOUS TO 

WHEN SHE WAS BEING TRANSFERRED IN AUSTIN? 

• 

TO GO BACK AND WRITE A REPORT ON EVERYTHING THEY'VE 
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-----------------------·--·-· 

l DONE. 

2 

6 WOULD REMOVE THINGS FROM THE HOME. 

7 DID YOU EVER ACTUALLY SEE HIM TAKE 

T 

12 DEBBIE HAD TOLD YOU ABOUT? 

13 A SOME OF THEM SHE TOLD ME OVER THE PHONE. 

• 
!'.! .. 
"? 

~ 

0 .. 
8 

18 WAS JAMES LIVING THERE AT THE TIME? 
"' 
w 19 .::r.. A NO, HE WAS IN AND OUT. 
a. 

"' 
w ... EBBIE IN MAY OF 
a 
ll. 

w 

"' .. _, 

24 SO YOU'RE STILL ACTUALLY LIVING AT TUC AT 

25 THAT TIME BECAUSE YOUR DAUGHTER WA$ STILL IN SCHOOL? 
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......... _._ --------------------------------

1 A RIGHT. 

2 Q AND THEN YOUR DAUGHTER GOT OUT OF SCHOOL? 

UND JUNE 

7 AND TBEN YOU MOVED TO LAS VEGAS? 

8 A YES. I WAS HERE EVERY WEEK OR EVERY OTHER 

WEE • 

13 YOU WERE HERE FOR A VISIT ON JUNE lST? 

14 A NO, SIR, I BAD LIVED HERE BY THEN. 

:e • 

"" 
"' 
0 

<:} 
"-

... 
w 19 A YES. 
Q. 

IU 20 Q AND JAMES WAS ARRESTED? 
~ 
II: A YES~ 

ti! 
.., 
' 

l'.! 

25 DO YOU RECALL HIM GETTING RELEASED ON JUN 
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1 THE 7TH? 

2 A NO. 

3 Q 

TO TB IL 

7 AND PICK HIM UP AND GO BACK HOME ON JUNE THE 7TH? 

8 A I PICKED HIM OP ONE TIME WHEN HE WAS 

r 

13 A NO. 

14 Q YOU GOT TO LAS VEGAS SOMETIME IN MAY? 

• 

19 WHEN YOU WENT TO THE JAIL AND PICKED BIM UP? 

20 A YES -- NO, I DID NOT GO TO THE JAIL. I WENT 

21 TO THE 7-ELEVEN AT BONANZA AND LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD. 

25 WAS ANY OF YOUR PROPERTY MISSING IN MAY? 

·--. ------
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____ ................ . 

1 A WHEN I CAME UP HERE WITH MY DAUG8TER SOME 

2 OF MY BELONGINGS WERE MISSING. ALL OF MY BOXES AND 

THAT • 

7 Q YES. 

8 A YES. 

13 THE TRAILER ANO SOMETIMES ACROSS THE STREET IN THE 

14 PROJECTS? 

19 YOU ALSO TESTIFIED THAT SOMETIMES WHEN JAMES 

20 WOULD COME OVER, HE'D GO THROUGH THE MASTER BEDROOM 

• 

25 A I DON'T REMEMBER. I DON'T REMEMBER IF IT 
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12 

1 WAS MAY OR JUNE. I CAN'T REMEMBER IF -- I THINK IT WAS 

2 MAY WHEN I STARTED SEEING • 

AFTER DEBORAH WAS KILLED DID THE POLICE 

7 TALK TO YOU ABOUT THE CASE? 

8 A N • 

12 DAY. I THINK IT WAS THE NEXT DAY. IT WAS A FRIDAY 

13 MORNING. AND I HAD SEEN HER AT WORK AND I JUST COULDN'T 

• ., ., 
o;, 

~ .. 
g 
~ 18 THIS CASE? .. 
if 19 A NO. 
G. 

"' 
w 20 HA I-

~ 
w 

0 

24 REMEMBER? 

25 A ABOUT A WEEK AND A HALF AGO, I BELIEVE. 
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~ 
:ti 
"' 

0 

Cl 

:I .., 
" ~ 
IL 

" I!! 
ir 
cc 

"' 0 ,. 
II'. 

... 

2 

3 

8 

9 

14 

15 

20 

21 

25 

----------··--··· . 

A IT COULD HAVE BEEN. 

Q DID YOU TELL THEM AT THAT TIME THAT THERE 

INCIDENT WHERE YOU WERE HOME 

AND YOU TALKED TO DEBBIE ON THE PHONE AND SHE RELAYED TO 

YOU A THREAT THAT JAMES HAD MADE. 

• 

YOUR DOOR. DID HE EVER THREATEN YOU? 

A NO, 

FACT? 

A YES. 

A A POLICE OFFICER WA THERE WITH ME. 
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1 DID HE TAKE POSSESSION OF THE KNIFE, THE 

2 POLICE OFFICER? 

SO I DON'T KNOW. 

7 Q SO YOU DON'T KNOW WHA.T HAPPENED? 

8 A NO. 

13 ANOTHER MAN. 

14 0 MY QUESTION WAS, WHENEVER HE FOUND EVIDENCE 

19 OTHER MEN? 

20 A YES. 

25 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
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15 

,· 
1 BY MS. SILVER: 

6 Q AND WHO DID YOU HEAR THAT FROM? 

7 A FROM A FRIEND F MINE. 

11 A YES. 

12 Q AND KNEW THE GIRLFRIEND? 

13 A YES. 

., 
~ 
,;, 

- 17 A NO. 
8 
,:, 18 Q DO YOU RECALL THAT WOMAN'S NAME? .. 
IE 

"" 19 A NO, ~ 
.,, 

~ 
a. 

tt 

"' 
' a: 

u 23 IS THAT A "YES" OR A "NO"? 
IE 
0 

24 A MAYBE SUE. THAT SOUNDS FAMILIAR. BUT I'M 

• 
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-------

1 Q AS YOU SIT HERE TESTIFYING, ARE YOU GIVING 

2 APPROXIMATE DATES AS TO WHEN THINGS HAPPENED 

• 

7 MS. SILVER: I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING FURTHER 

8 FROM THIS WITNESS. 

• 

DS TO THIS ALLEGED GIRLFRIEND OVER 

13 IN THE PROJECTS, YOU BEARD THAT THROUGH A FRIEND? 

14 A YES. 

, 
~ 

il .. 
Ill 

I 

ri ... 
!" 

If 19 TBE COURT~ MAY THIS WITNESS BE DlSCHARGED? 

20 MS. SILVER: YES. 

w 

... • 

25 WHEREUPON MICHELLE MANCHA 



AA03472

.. 
"' 
"' 

ci 
IL 

uJ 

1,11 .. 
a. 

., 
' 
"' r,;, 

... 

·····-----....... .,, __ ,,_, __ , _________________________________ _ 

l ENTERED TBE COURTROOM AND 

2 TOOK THE WITNESS STAND.) 

, 

, 

6 THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH 

7 WAS EXAMINED AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 

8 

• 

13 SLIDE FORWARD JUST A LITTLE BIT. AND 

14 MICHELLE, SPEAK DIRECTLY INTO THE MICROPHONE. 

• 

• 

19 AREA? 

20 A YRS, l DO. 

• 

25 BOW IS IT THAT YOU KNEW HER? 

--------..... ,.-••, 



AA03473

--····--·-----··· 

1 A WE WORKED AT THE SAME PLACE. 

2 Q THAT IS G.E. CREDIT? 

• 

7 Q IN ADDITION TO BEING A CO-WORKER DID YOU 

8 BECOME A FRIEND OF HERS? 

13 TOGETHER WHAT TYPE OF WORKER WAS DEBORAH7 

14 A AT WORR, SHE WAS VERY GOOD. SHE WAS ONE OF 

• 

s 
i,; ... .. 
w 19 A r,_ YES. 
ti.. 
w 

~ 20 Q WHAT TYPE OF PERSON WAS SBE? 
ll. 

llC VERY LOVING, VERY GIVING. IF SHE HAD IT, 
w 

_, 
• 

0 

25 A YES. 



AA03474

19 

, 
1 Q DID YOU EVER MEET MR. CHAPPELL? 

2 • 

• 

6 THIS AFTERNOON? 

7 A YES, I DO. 

12 MR. HARMON: MAY TEE RECORD SHOW THAT THE 

13 WITNESS llAS IDENTIFIED THE DEFENDANT, MR. CHAPPELL. 

14 TBE COURT: YES • 

.. 
0 .., 
~ 18 A YES I AM. IL .. 
~ 19 Q HOW DO YOU KNOW OF THAT? ... .,, 
.. 20 A AC UPLE OF TIMES I'VE SEEN HIM THERE AND 
lt 
" 
~ 

"' .., 

WERE THERE CIDENTS 0 

25 BETWEEN THE DEFENDANT AND DEBORAH PANOS IN TIIE AREA OF 



AA03475

2 A YES~ 

3 Q WHAT THE TYPES OF INCIDENTS? 

• 

0 

8 Q ON ONE OCCASION YOU•RE AWARE OF? 

9 A YES. 

14 A YES. 

15 Q YOU'VE MENTIONED THAT AFTER DISAGREEMENTS 

AND M PANOS, HE 

20 BEING BER FRIEND DID YOU EVER LIVE AT THE BALLERIN 

21 MOBILE HOME PARK? 

YE, I DID. 

--~ .................. , 



AA03476

1 UNTIMELY DEATH AND I LIVED THERE ABOUT TWO MONTHS PRIOR 

2 TO THAT, TOO. 

LL LIVIN THERE ON AU UST THE 

6 YOU SAY YOU'D BEEN THE 

7 MONTHS? 

8 A YES. 

• 

13 A NO NOT AT DEBORAH'S HOUSE. I WENT TO WORK 

14 AND THEN I WENT ON THE OTHER SIDE OF TOWN. 

19 WHAT DID SHE TELL YOU ABOUT THIS DRUG 

20 PROBLEM? 

NT F THE TIME, WHEN HE WENT TO 

25 Q DID SHE TELL YOU WHAT TYPE OF DRUG HE WOULD 



AA03477

I.) 

,, 
0 

1 

6 

7 

1 

12 

13 

18 

19 

24 

25 

22 

BE BIGH ON? 

AUGUST ~aa 31ST, 1995 WHEN YOU LIVED AT 839 NORTH LAl.m 

SPACE 125, TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE, DID THE DEFENDANT EVER 

• 

A NO. 

Q FROM THE TIMS TIIAT YOU BECAME AWARE OF THE 

D BASED 

YOU DON'T KNOW OR KNOW RE DIDN'T? 

A NO, HE DIDN'T. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, BE NEVER 

• 

, 

HOW WOULD HE GET IN? 

A THROUGH THE WINDOW. 



AA03478

1 Q DID YOU BECOME AWARE THROUGH HER THAT HE 

2 WOULD STEAL THINGS FROM HER AND THE CHILDREN? 

6 T.v.·s _WERE GONE THE v.c.R. 'S WERE GO BE MIC 

7 THAT SAT IN THE LITTLE COVE IN THE KITCHEN WAS GONE. 

8 Q YOU ARE TELLING US THAT SHE TOLD YOU THAT 

12 

13 A YES. 

14 Q DID SHE TELL YOU WHY HE WOULD BE STEALING 

~ 
• 

"' 
0 
0 

0 18 MONEY? ... 
"' 
Ill 19 A YES. Q. 

Q. 

Ill 2 Q WHAT DID SHE TELL YOU? ... 
f 
Ir! 

, 

24 

25 WOULDN'T GET THEM. 



AA03479

.. 
w 
d. 

w 

... 

II'. 
0 

1 

2 

6 

7 

8 

12 

13 

14 

19 

20 

24 

25 

24 

Q A WITNESS WOO PRECEDED YOU IDENTIFIED 

HERSELF 

THE 

SPRING _QR EARLY SUMMER OP 1995 WHEN CLAIRE MC GUIRE 

MOVED IN TO 839 NORTH LAMB, SPACE 1257 

A • 

WHERE DID SHE STORE TBE PROPERTY? 

A IT WAS ALL IN DEBORAH'S TRAILER, 

DID THEY TELL YOU WHAT TYPE OF PROPERTY WAS 

TAKEN BY JAMES? 

A ANOTHER T.V., A V.C.R., THE STEREO, 

OTHER CTS OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE? 

A YES. 



AA03480

1 DO YOU HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TIME WHEN MR. 

2 CHAPPELL CHOKED HER? 

• 

6 A I WOULD SAY AROUND THE END OF MAY FIRST 

7 WEEK OF JUNE. 

8 Q XS IT SOMETHING YOU PERSONALLY OBSERVED 

CRYING. 

.. 13 Q TO DIGRESS FOR JUST A MOMENT, YOU SAID 

14 PERHAPS THE END OF MAY OR FIRST WEEK OF JUNE. ARE YOU 

• 

o 

~ 7 .. 
t 19 A YES. 
IL 
<ti 

w 20 Q IS IT A DAYTIME OR A NIGHTTIME CALL? 
0 
IL 

• 

UJ -
tJ 
i:c 
0 

2 IT WAS • 

25 Q DO YOU RECALL HOW Dl::BORAE PANOS WAS ACTING 



AA03481

1 WHEN SHE CALLED? 

2 A SHE WAS CRYING, 

• 

6 A SHE TO 

7 FIGHT AND THAT HE BAD CHOKED HER AND THERE WERE MARKS ON 

8 HER NECK AND SHE WAS VERY UPSET. 

13 A THAT HE WAS STANDING IN FRONT OF HER .AND SHE 

14 WAS LOOKING INTO BIS EYES AND IT WAS AT THl\T MOMENT TllAT 

19 A AT WOJUC. 

20 Q AT G.E. CAPITAL? 

• 

25 WHAT DID YOU SEE? 



AA03482

27 

HERE, , 

• 

, 

5 A YES. 

6 Q AND YOU INDICATED THE THUMBPRINT AND WAS 

7 

11 A ua-aua~ 

12 Q ON THE RIGHT SIDE ALSO OF HER NECK? 

13 A 

• 

17 THUMBPRINT AND FINGERPRINTS ON HER NECK WAS IT APPARENT 

18 THAT SOMEONE HAD GRABBED HER AROUND THE NECK? 

19 A YES. 

23 

24 A YJ::S , I DID. 

25 Q FROM WHOM DID YOU HEAR ABOUT IT? 



AA03483

l A FROM DEBORAH. 

2 Q WHAT DID SHE TELL YOU HAPPENED? 

AND THAT 

7 THERE WAS A KNIFE TO BER THROAT INDICATING. 

8 Q nro SHE TELL YOU WHAT TYPE OF KNIFE IT WAS? 

13 A YES. 

14 Q WHAT DID SHE SAY? 

R THAT HAD HAPPENED AND EVERYTHING 

• 

19 WHEREIN SHE EXPRESSED OR H 

20 DEFENDANT, MR. CHAPPELL? 

YES .. 

25 DID SHE HAVE ANY IN 



AA03484

1 RELATIONSHIP WITH JAMES CHAPPELL? 

• 

, 

6 DURING THE TIME Tl!AT YOU LIVE 

7 KNOW WHETHER THE DEFENDANT WAS IN CUSTODY? 

12 WHY DO YOU KNOW THIS? 

13 A BECAUSE WE WERE THERE SEVERAL TIMES, SHE 

MAKH SURE BE WAS STILL THERE • 

• 

f 

18 A TO THE CLARK 

19 HAD NOT BEEN RELEASED. 

Q DO YOU KNOW IF DEBORAH PANOS WANTED MR. 

? 

• 

24 A 

25 HER WITH THE MONEY TO EITHER TO GIVE HIM A CHOICE OF A 



AA03485

1 BUS TICKET OR A PLANE TICKET 

2 Q WAS HE WILLING TO GO? 

A ON ONE CIRCUMSTANCE, 

7 LAS VEGAS ON ONE CONDITION AND THAT ONE CONDITION WAS 

8 THAT BB WOULD TAKE CHANTELLE WITH HIM, 

Q CHANTELLE IS DEBORAH'S YOUNGEST CHILD? 

13 DI 

14 DEaORAH PANOS, AUGUST THE 30TH, 1995? 

5 A YES, I DID. 
:i -, 
- • 
d ... .. 
w 19 WORK EARLY TBAT DAY7 
Q, 
II> 

I:'!' 20 A YES. 
ii! 

21 Q DID YOU KNOW WHERE SHE WAS GOING? 
w 

.... • 

u 

ac 

25 



AA03486

31 

1 TO THE COURTHOUSE ON THAT DAY? 

6 WAS SHE TO BE A WITNESS ON A CASE? 

7 A YES. 

12 A YES. 

13 Q WHAT CASE WAS IT THAT SHE WAS TO TESTIFY 

18 1995? 

19 A YES. 

I'M NT SURE IF YOU ANSWERED OUT LOUD • 

• 

24 

25 A THAT'S WHAT SHE TOLD ME YES. 



AA03487

"' 
w 
D. 

w .. 
0 
c.. 

"' 
w 

"' 

l 

2 

6 

7 

12 

13 

-4 

B 

19 

20 

25 

Q DID YOU TALK WITH BER AFTER SHE WENT TO THE 

COURT? 

• 

A EARLY AFTERNOON ABOUT 2:00 2:30. I WAS 

STILL AT WORK .. 

YOU'RE JUST ESTIMATING ON THE TIME? 

• 

THEN. 

Q IT WAS DEFINITELY BEFORE YOU LEFT AT G.E. 

CAPITAL? 

Q DID YOU LEARN FROM HER DURING THE TELEPHONE 

CONVERSATION THAT SHE HAD GONE TO THE MUNICIPAL COURT? 

, YES. 

BUT SBE TOLD ME THAT SHE DID APPEAR IN CO 



AA03488

1 Q DID SHE TELL YOU WHETHER SHE LEARNED 

ROM TBE COURT ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE 

• 

6 A TBAT HE WAS TO BE TAKEN TO AN INPATIENT DRUG 

7 REHABILITATION CENTER FOR 90 DAYS. 

HE ASSURED BY THE 

12 A YES. 

13 Q DID SHE EXPRESS ANY SENSE OF RELIEF THAT HE 

18 AND TO OTHERS WB 

19 WITH HER? 

A YES. ONCE WE HEARD THAT FROM DEBORAH, WE 

• 

24 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA THAT 

25 DEFENDANT WOULD, IN FACT, BE RELEASED? 



AA03489

UTELY NONE. 

2 Q WAS THERE ANYTHING TffAT DEBBIE SAID TO YOU 

3 THAT SUGGESTED THAT SHE HAD ANY IDEA THAT WHAT SHE HAD 

• 

7 SHE TESTIFIED? 

B A NO, I DIDN'T ASK HER DID SHE ACTUALLY GET UP 

9 ON THE STAND. BUT SHE DID TELL ME SHE WAS IN THE 

• 

13 DID SHE TELLY 

14 WITH THE DEFENDANT, MR. CaAPPELL? 

15 A YES. 

19 DID SHE TELL YOU WHETHER SE HAD A 

20 CONVERSATION WITH HIM? 

21 A YES. 



AA03490

. __ ,,_, __ , _____ ,,, .. , ...... ,.,, '''' ' ',._, __ ,_, __ ,,,,, __ 

1 A NO, I --

2 Q YOU STARTED TO SAY SOMETHING ELSE? 

• 

7 BUT BY ''IN HERB " THAT SUGGESTS THIS VERY 

8 COURTROOM. 

N THE 

13 BUT YOU CONCLUDED FROM WHAT SHE SAID TO YOU 

14 THAT HER CONVERSATION WITH TBE DEFENDANT OCCURRED IN 

.. .. 
• 

'I' 

c:i 

,;:i 
IL 

~ 

ll:' 19 A NO. 
1:1. 
1,1'.1 

w 20 Q .. DID SHE TELL YOU WHETHER SHE HAD SAID 
a 
0. 

"' ANYTHIN TO MR. CHAPPELL DURING THE CONVERSATION ABOUT 
HI 

l'.l 

IL 

25 A THAT SHE 



AA03491

1 RUNNING. IT WAS DONE. IT WAS FINISHED. I 

2 Q DID SHE TELL YOU WHETHER HE BAD ANY TYPE OF 

6 

7 TO KILL HER. 

8 Q HE SAID HB WAS GOING TO KILL BER? 

A YE • 

13 THE -- THAT BE WASN'T GO 

14 Q BUT YOU ASSUMED YOU HAD A 90-DAY SAFETY 

I 

19 A YES. 

20 Q HAD SHE BEGUN TO PACK CLOTHES? 

YE. 

25 



AA03492

1 A IN HER CAR IN HER TRUNK. 

2 Q DID YOU KNOW WHERE SHE WAS GOING TO MOVE1 

• 

6 

7 ANY INTENTION OF STILL BEING IN THE BALLERINA MOBILE 

8 HOME PARK WHEN THE DEFEND.ANT, MR. CHAPPELL, WAS RELEASED 

PROGRAM? 

• 

I 

13 A YEAH FOR A MINUTE AT WO 

14 Q YOU SAW BER A~ WORk1 

~ 
·$ 

D 

8 
ci 
~ 

~ 

~ 19 BUT YOU SAID YOU WERE S 
~ 
~ 

w 20 A YES. 

~ Q AND I'M A LITTLE BIT CONFUSED. 

E WENT 

25 THAT NIGHT. I JUST WENT TO WORK 



AA03493

1 Q SO YOO SAW HER AT WORK ON THE 30TB? 

A UH-BUB. 

D 

• 

6 YOU HAVE TO ANSWER YES ORN. 

7 A OH, YES. 

Q YOU'RE SAYING THAT THE FOLLOWING MORNING, 

RK. 

12 A y 

13 DID SHE APPEAR TO BE HEALTHY? 

14 A YES. 

18 

19 A NOT EXACTLY. HER AND MICHAEL AND LISA T 

20 ALL LEFT BEFORE I OID THAT DAY. 

• 

24 

25 Q YOU HAVE REFERRED TO A 



AA03494

2 A YES. 

3 Q D-U-R-A-N? 

• 

8 WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN? 

9 A WB WERE ALL GOING TO GET TOGETHER AND GO TO 

NZI PARK FOR A BARBECUE. 

14 DAUGHTER MY DAUGHTER. 

15 Q WAS THE UPCOMING WEEKEND A SPECIAL OCCASION? 

A YRS. 

• 

20 

21 A LABOR DAY, YES. 

22 Q DID YOU EVER SEE DEBORAH AGAIN AFTER SHE 

• 



AA03495

1 PARK? 

• 

5 

6 MR. HARMON: THAT CONCUDES ~HE DIRECT. 

7 

• 

12 A YES. 

13 Q AND THAT YOU MET DEBORAH AT G.E, CAPITAL? 

• 

:2 
I,! 

., 
a 
u 

"- 18 DURING THE YEAR-AND-A-... 
rt: 
d. 19 AT G.E. < CAPITAL, WHEN DID YOU START SEEING JAMES COME BY .. 
ii; .. 
11: 

w 

• 
Cl: 
V} 
C 

Q: 

0 

0 

24 A THE FIRST TIME I SEEN HIM 

25 WHAT MONTH THAT WAS. THE SECOND TIME I SEEN HIM BE 



AA03496

l CAME BY AND HE WAS IN RED SHIRT BLUEJEANS. 

2 Q DO YOU RECALL APPROXIMATELY WHEN, WHAT MONTH 

6 ~ YES. 

7 Q AND THAT WAS THE SECOND TIME YOU SAW HIM 

BY THE WORKPLACE? 

• 

12 

13 SHE HAD STARTED. SHE STARTED G.E. NOVEMBER 14TH OF '94. 

14 Q THE FIRST TIME WAS SOMETIME AROUND NOVEMBER 

• 

18 SLAPPE 

19 A NO, THAT WAS PRIOR TO THAT IN THE PAR.RING 

20 LOT. 

-~ THE FIRST TIME YOU SAW JAMBS 

24 TH 

25 A YES. ,. 



AA03497

,. 
1 SO THE SLAPPING QC 

2 A I BELIEVE SO, YES. 

3 Q SHORTLY AFTER SHE CAME TO WORK THERE? 

7 A NOT -- I DIDN'T SEE HIM THERE NO. THOSE 

8 ARE THE ONLY TIMES I ACTUALLY PHYSICALLY SAW HIM. 

9 Q WERE THEY -- WHEN YOU SAW THIS SLAP IN THE 

• 

14 Q YOU MOVED INTO THE BALLERINA MOBILE HOME 

5 PARK IN JULY OF '95? 

• 

19 A YEAH. 

20 Q DURING THAT TIME, YOU NEVER SAW JAMES IN OR 

21 AROUND THE TRAILER? 

• 

25 A 

-·--·-·---- ·- ...... ·-··------



AA03498

1 Q WAS IT DEBORAH THAT TOLD YOU THAT JAMES 

RAWL THROUGH THE BEDROOM MASTER WINDOW AT TIMES? 

6 THAT HAD OCCURRED OR WHATEVER AND WE WOULD ASK BER H 

7 BE GOT IN. 

WA THIS ALSO AROUND MAY OF 1995? 

HAT 

12 POLICE ABOUT THIS PARTICULAR OCC 

• 13 A DID l TALK TO THE POLICE? 

• ... 
;;; 
'-!' 

'~ 

8 
18 THE CASE? 

.., 
Cl. 19 A < NOT UNTIL I GOT MY SUBPOENA. .. ., 

WHEN DID YOU GET YOUR SUBPOENA7 

II. 

• 

24 FIRST SPOKE WITH SOMEONE FROM TH 

25 OFFICE? 



AA03499

1 A THE LAST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER OR THE FIRST WEEK 

2 OF OCTOBER, 

6 DID YOU TELL THAT PERSON THAT D~BORAH TOLD 

7 YOU THAT JAMES USED TO GO THROUGH THE WINDOW OF THE 

• 

12 A OR THE FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER. 

13 Q FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER. 

'l'B AID OCTOBER 7TH. IT WAS -- TO 

• ... 
:; 
... 

ci 
r,> 

0 18 A YES. ... .. 
~ 19 Q WAS THIS ALSO IN MAY OF 1995 OR JUNE OF' .. .. 
"' 
)!! 

12 
w 

w 

"' 
• 

0 

"' 0 

24 BECAME SCARED OF JAMES? 

25 A WHEN BE STOOD IN FRONT OF HER, YES. 



AA03500

l MAY OR JUNE OF 1995? 

2 A (WITNESS NODS HEAD.) 

7 A NO. 

8 Q AND YOU WEREN'T AROUND JAMES OR DEBORAH WHEN 

• 

13 A YES. 

14 Q AND WOULD IT :S.E SAFE TO SAY THAT A MAJORITY 

19 THE ONE 

20 DECEMBER, APPROXIMATELY, OF 1994? 

A NOT WHEN HE SLAPPED HER, NO. ANOTHER 

• 

25 A I DIDN'T AC 
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4 Q And, again, you 

5 1n your .l.rnony, 

A If the £re uency of occurrence estimate 

10 exceeds the earth's population, many 

11 practical purposes, wi 

12 • 

RFLP? 

nd item is some blood that was 

16 a arentl swabbed from the knife. RFLP analys1s was 

17 performed by Cellmark and the ban ~ng pa erns 

18 are COilSl..S 

• 

oak somethin like 

store and even we simply size 

23 the bands and establish if there is reference strands and 

24 if there is no detect erences 

25 ey are 
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ce what the are sa here is 

that the DNA rofile derived from the blood on the knife is 

3 consistent with that of the female victim Panos. 

4 Q Dl- give 

s. Yates did cite the 

9 eatimates for each of those three racial groups in our 

10 report. 

11 e one J.n 

repre 

So if Me. Panos was a C~uca8ian female, 

16 

17 of blood would be found wou e one in ion 

18 

on. I'm aaeumin that the 

22 victim is in fact, a Caucasian and that number is just 

23 

24 aucaaians, o 
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handle what the results were and the 

3 si nificance of thoae results? 

4 A With respect 

e repor • 

• 

resent. In 

er words an admixture of DNA of which one of the 

10 sources of DNA is considered the primary source. In other 

11 

IllUC • 

e of the victim Panos and 

16 then the have cited a of that genetic profile 

17 and the frequency cited is the Caucasian frequency. In e 

18 report~ Ms. Yates, oreneic 

requency es 

23 Then there were some faint results that were 

24 detected in the DNA typing 

25 yping 
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ell. 

And Criminaliat Wahl, is 1t unusua n 

3 atabbin cases to have two differen 

4 on a knife handle or to 

5 

· dividual 

ves on the knife blade or 

bone from the victim or whatever, sue 

ou would have an admixture of the assa 

10 mixed in with the • 

11 Q 

12 your 

13 you use 

a fair amount of 

Q I 

17 what was the resu t 

18 

'th the 

and is inconsistent 

ell. So Mr. Chappell was 

the source of the blood 

3 the victilll could not be excluded as e source o 

24 Q 

25 

CIAL COURT REPORTER 
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4 

refer to the re ort juet 

3 Tha typing data that Ce on 

4 the blood swab in the car 

5 sources o 

urce 

derived from Mr. 

e excluded as the source of that 

10 The other source oft 

11 faint results that were 

12 resu s were conai 

source 

her concentration than 

hat's wh we have faint ~esults and 

results. 

17 Q Why wou 

18 frequencies p 

l 

or their 

en the do have mixtures, 

not cite the ulation data on the mixtures 

3 in that the are not absolutely sure wh~c ypes 

24 originated t~om wh~c source. 

25 

ORTER 
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are accredited by the 

of Crime Lab Directors and at presen 

believe the are the only private 

4 attained that c~edit sane. 

5 

6 

ccreditation that crime 

t the resent time. 

MS. SILVER: Court's indu gence. 

Thank you. That wou • 

11 MR. B 

ed? 
12 

13 : 

• 

COURT: Thank ou, ' Y.ou rnay s ep SJ.r • 

State my ca • 

18 
of UMC 

19 

e from a atient 
me 

It's from the custodian o 

hese are certified and they are e recor 

her being taken to UMC rauma 

24 9th of 1995 and t ese are 

25 

T REPORTER 

.. __ ,.__ ' ... ,_, __ ------·-· . -- ·--- -·---
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MR. BROOKS: Jude aside from our prior 

4 ob'ections to that type of evidence in general, we would 

5 have no objection. 

, 

'tted 

r the consideration of the 

10 MS. SILVER; May I have the Court's 

11 indulgence~ please? 

12 • 

• 

MR. HA:RMON: Yes, your Honor. 

17 (Off the record discussion not repor 

18 

Exhibit 

s a sin le aheet which is a co of the 

four 6ocial securit cards identifiad by Lisa Duran and 

24 Pro osed 66, which is the photograp anos w 1 e 

25 she was st1. 
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ROOKS: No ob•ection our Honor. 

THE COURT: The same will be received in 

3 evidence .. 

4 

• 

sin this case it is incumbent 

o conduct a cou le of matters outaide your 

9 resence with both sides. So I'm going to give you a 

10 five minute recesa at th s poin. 

11 you e upper 

• 

e recasg ladies and entlemen, it 

is our dut not to converse among yourselves or 

16 anyone el$e on any subJect connec e 

17 o any repo 

are not to form 

inion on an w-ith this 

22 case until it is finally submitted to you. 

23 e 

24 facl. .1.t.1.es, ease remain 

REPORTER 
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ase wh'le 

2 confines of the courtroom. 

3 

4 l..l1le, ano er cour 

g 1: * * * * * 

10 

11 ATT 

16 

17 

18 

23 

24 
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DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF CLARK, STATR OF NEVADA 
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THE STATE OF' NEVADA, 
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BEF 
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) 

Def~ndanl. ) 

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT 

Q_ 

JURY TRII\L, VOLUME V, AF.,1:ERNOON SES.,SION 

THE HONORABLE A. WILLIAM MAUPIN D 

Monday, October 14, 1996 

2;30 P.M. 

APPEARANCES; 
For the State: 

For the Defendant: 

Mgl,VYN T. HARMON, ESQ. 
Deputy District Attorney 

& 
ABBI SILVER, ESQ. 
Depuly District Attorney 

Deputy Public Defender 
& 

Deputy Public Defender 

Reported by: LISA BRENSKE, CCR No. 186 
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WITNESSES FOR TH~; DEFENDANT: 
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Redirect Examination by Mr. Brooks 

JAMES CHAPPELL 

Cross-Examination by Mr. Harmon 
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LAS VEGAS, CLARK COUNTYr MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1996 

THE COURT: The record will reflect that we are 

Slate of Nevada has rested. 

At this lime pursuant to statute I would ask 

Nevada 

Revised statute 175.171 provides in its heading and in its 

text as follows. No special instructions to be given 

stimon 

In the trial of all indictments, complaints and 

other proceedings against persons charged with the 

- ns8s the erson so chdrged 

shall, al his own request, but not otherwise, be deemed a 

competent witness, the credit to be given his tescimony 

to the ·ury, under the instructions of lhe 

court, but no special i11structions shall be given relating 

exclusively to the lestimony of the defen 

Mr.. Chappell, Nevada Revised Statule 175.181 

provides in its heading and in ils text as follows: 

Instruction not to be given re 

defendant to Lestify. 

subsection l. No instruction shall be given 

8JDC1534 
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11 

13 

74 

16 
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19 
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23 

24 

25 

relative to the failure of the person charged with the 

commission of crime or offense to testify, except, upon the 

reques 

tt1e jury that, in accordance with a right guaranteed by the 

constitution, no person can be compelled, in a criminal 

ac. 

Subsection 2. Nothing herein contained shall 

be construed as compelling any such pe~son to testify. 

ht under \:.he 

Constitution of. the Unitad States of America and under the 

Constit0tion of the State of Nevada not to be compelled to 

nderstand that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You may if you wish give up this 

witness stand and testify. If you do, 

you will be subject to c~oss-examination by the district 

attorney and anything that you moy say, be it on direct or 

mination will be the subject of fair comment when 

the district attorney speaks co the jury in his or her final 

argument. Do you understand thQt? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: If you choose not to testify, the 

court will not permit the 

comments to ch~ jury concerning the fact that you have not 

testified. Do you understand that? 

8JDC1535 
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THE DEFENDANT; Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: lf you elect not to l::.estify, tho 

specifically requests, as follows: 

Quo le: 11The- law does not compel a defendant .in 

presumption may be raised and no inference of any kind may 

be drawn from the failure of a defendant to testify. 
11 

like to ask 

at this time about these rights? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

understanding, Mr, Brooks, 

that the decision has been made that Mr. Chappell will 

testify in his case in chief. 

MR. BROOKS: Th~t is co~rect, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr" Chappell, you've had an 

opportunity to discuss this with your attorney and it is 

our wish to do so? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And you've 

open and comprehensive interaction with your counsel? 

TllE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE 

in. 

(Jury entered courtroom.) 

5 

8JDC1536 
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THE COURT: Will counsel stipulate to the 

presence of the jury? 
I 

MR. BROOKS: Defense will, YOtlr Honor. 

THE COURT: At this time the defense may put on 

MR. BROOKS: Your Honor, the defense would call 

Bret Ro8ello. 

BRET ROBELLO, 

called a witness by the Defendant, having been first duly 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

OKS: 

Mr. Robello, could you please ~tate your name 

and spell your name for the record. 

l 
A· Bret Robello, R-o-b---e-1-l~o I first name 

B-r-e-t. I 
What do you do, Mr. Robello? 

I am currently a nurse and a paramedic. 

And who are you employed by? 

A I'm an agency nurse con unrise 

Hospital ~nd I'm a jail nurse at tho North Las Vegas 

Detention Cente~. 

8JDC1537 
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Q What is your home address? 

A 839 North Lamb Boulevard, space l 26. 

.,5 

A Yes, it is. 

Q And is that in the Balerina sunrise Mobile Home 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you recognize Mr. Chappell sitting over at 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q How would you know Mr. Chappell? 

I don't 

recall how long it was, but he lived in space number 127 I 

believe. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

ht next to our trailer? 

Yes, sir. 

How long have you lived in the Balerina Sunrise 

me Park? 

May 5th will be five years. 

So you were there before he ever move n 

Yes I sii;·. 

I am going to show you State-s Exhibit 66. Do 

you recognize this individual? 

r-.. Yes, I do. 

Q Who would this person be 1 if you know? 

7 

8JDC1538 
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2 1 A First name was Debbie, I believe Panos was \:.he 

2 last name. 

3 

4 A Yes, sir. 

5 Q Next door to you? 

7 Q Who else lived in that trailer during the time 

8 that they lived there, if you know? 

ere I believe the 

10 only other people were their childreo 1 
three young children. 

11 Q And when Mr. Chappell did not live there who 

1 3 A It's real hard to say there was so many people 

1 4 in and out of there. Three or four couples that I ~ecall 

16 Q Did you ever get a chance ta meet any of lhese 

17 couples? 

A Not on a ?erson~l level. They would argue and 

19 fight quite often and we would he3r them in the driveway 

20 ma.king Up I fighting, making up, 

21 Q Did you ever get a chance to socialize with 

22 these people? 

23 A No, Sl.!'. 

24 Q Did you ever get a chance to go inside James 

25 ChappelJ's trailer? 

8JDC1539 
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l\ Briefly, yes, sir. 

Q Why did you go inside theic trailer? 

er had otten out 

of the house somehow for some reason and I guess she had 

gotten 1.ost. Since the trailers kind of resemble each other 

robabl thinking it 

was her house. She was kind of crying so I picked her up 

and took her over to their house and b~ought her in. I just 

bit enou h to see the kitchen 

area and a little bit of the dinir1g room. 

Q What was the state of the housekeeping tha · you 

" ? 

A The house looked in a messy condition. 

Q Consistent with someone who has 

A Yes sir. 

Q Someone who probably doesn't have a maid? 

Most definitely. 

MR. BROOKS: We'll pass the witness, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT: Cross. 

MR. HARMON: Thank you, Judge. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q now did you spell you:i:- lasl name, sir? 

8JDC1540 
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A R-o-bs-e-1-1-o. 

Q Did you say you still lived in the Balerina 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You have referred in your testimony to a period 

ell was, what, your next 

door neighbor? 

A Yes, sir. 

was that? 

A I left for California for the police academy on 

August 22nd of the year it happened. So I would say 

hree to four months prior to that at 

most. I'm really not -- I can tell you up unt:i.l August 

22nd-~ from the day they moved in until Augus 

ft for California for the police academy the incident in 

question happened while I was at the academy. I didn't 

graduate until December 15th. 

Are you talking about the calendar year 1995? 

Yes, si:i:-. 

Q Were you living in 

and the defendant and the children moved in? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q 

leaving for the pol1ce academy in California was it that Mr, 

Chappell had not lived next door? 

8JDC1541 
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]\ An honest answer is I really don't r:ecall, sir. 

Several months at least. 

non Ao ust the 

22nd, 7995? 

A Yes, si:r:-. 

durin this several month period 

where the defendant w~s not there that there seemed to be 

several couples that you associated with the next door 

A we didn't associate with them. They were just 

frequently there. 

I'm sa that you associated with. 

A With the home, yes, sir. 

Q Did you meet any of those persons? 

e were called 

out there and one night we came home and there was a 

policeman crouched in the corner of our house with his gun 

at his side kind of moving slowly towards the residence. 

This was after Mr. Chappell had left the residence. Law 

enforcement was ca 

recall. 

Q 
Do you know anything about those circumstances? 

ular 
A 

moment while we were there. There we~e instance5 where we 

were going to call but we never did because we didn't want 

8JDC1542 
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problems with all the couples staying over thece. 

Q What do you mean going to call, because of 

no:1. , . 

A Loud music, arguing. Mainly the loud music. 

Q Now, you mentioned if I understood your 

ell was living there 

you became aware of fighting which was going on between he 

and Miss Panos? 

ecall an fighting between him and 

her. The fighting -- the arguing I'm talking about is 

between the couples that were staying in the residence a er 

one. I don't recall the two of them ever 

having any major problems. 

Q I misunderstood your testimony. ere you 

at the Balerina Mobile Home Park on January the 9th, 

19957 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would Mr. Chappell have been living there with 

Miss Panos on that date? 

A I don 1 reca 

sir. I know when they moved in they all appeared to move in 

together. I don't remember the date. 

January the 9th, 1995 you don't recall any Cighting going 

on? 

8JDC1543 
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A Not between the \:. WO of thern. 

Q Were the police summoned on that day? 

summoned to that residence were after he was gone. I 

remember 

remember the ollce 

being summoned to the Balerina Mobile Home Park to the 

residence of Miss Panos on January the 9th, 7995? 

o not. 

Q You were unaware that she suffered injury at 

the hands of the defendant? 

ir. 

Q You didn't Know that she was transported to the 

hospital? 

A NO sir. 

Q You didn't r.ealize she suffered a broken nose, 

sir? 

A NO. 

MR. BROOKS: I am going to object. Obviously 

if he didn 1 t know any o ose eve 

anything Lhat flows from thal as well. 

THE COURT: Tho objection is overruled. 

BY MR. HARMON: 

Q You have answered. You were unaware of any of 

8JDC1544 
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this? 

A until earlier today when my wife mentioned it I 

Q You were still living as a next door neighbor 

to Miss Panos on June the 1st, 1995? 

Q Were you aware of any type of disturbance 

involving Mr. Chappell the defendant and Miss Panos on that 

No, sir. 

Q You didn't know the police came out? 

N sir. 

Q Were you aware the defendant was arrested on 

that day? 

A I had heard he had been arrested but I don't 

know the date and I don't know the circumstances_ I just 

we had recej,ved 50me mail to our res 

m wife's name is Debbie and the mail had messed \lP- I 

believe. it had the jail address on the envelope. That's 

when I found out he was incarcer 

no knowledge. 

Q Is it your testimony you went inside the Panos 

resi ence on 

A Yes, sir. Just in the immediate kitchen area 

and I could see part of the dining room. And it was just to 

8JDC1545 
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return their daughter. 

Q So you're saying that the room you went into 

f the rest 
was 

of the mobile home? 

A Just the dining room, yes, sir. 

A It was probably within a three to four week 

period of them moving there, maybe a little bit less. 

n that was? 

A No, sir. It was shortly after when they first 

moved in. That's all I can testify to. 

ow if it was late 1991 then or 

early 1995? 

A No, sir. I have no recollection o 

date. 

Q 
You went in on one occasion, you formed some 

type of opinion about how well 

ime? 

A I suppose I formed an opinion, but it wasn't 

something that I spent a 

Q 
But you don'l know how the house looked after 

that, do you? 

A A 

MR. HARMON: Thank you. That's ~11 I have. 

8JDC1546 
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4 might know or asked whether or not you knew of these police 

5 coming to this residence. You weren't home 24 hours a day 

on 

7 A No, sir. I work anywhere from an aight to a 50 

6 
hour shift straight through sometimes if there's a call-in. 

10 Q So it would not be unusual for the police to 

1 1 come and you not be aware of it next door? 

13 Q And the same would go for June 1st, 1995? 

14 A Yes, sir. 

R. BROOKS: No further questions. 

1 6 Ml~. HARMON: Nothing further. 

\ 7 TliE COURT; May this witness 

MR. HARMON: Yes. 

19 MR. BROOKS: Yes. 

20 THE COUR'1': Ca your nex - "' . 

21 MR- BROOKS: Judge, we are going to call James 

22 Chappell at this time. 

23 

24 

25 

8JDC1547 



AA03278

1367 

3 

4 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

10 

11 

7 3 

1 4 

l 6 

1 7 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

···- ----·. 

17 

JAMES CHAPPELL, 

called as a witness by the Defendant, having been first duly 

sworn, was ex 

DIREC.T EXAMINATION 

Q James, could you state your name for the record 

and spell your name, please. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

James, where are you from originally? 

Lansing 1 Michigan. 

u in Lansing, Michigan? 

Yes 1 sir. 

Where did you meet Deborah Panos? 

_ w. Se~ton High School. 

YOU we~e a student chere? 

Yes, sir. 

Was she a student there? 

Yes, sir. 

How old were you wen you me 

A Sixteen. 

Q whac happened when you all met? 

A We 

gave me her phone number and that was it the first time we 

seen each other. 

·-- ·---· ·-··· . 
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time? 
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18 

Q What do you mean that was it? 

A The bill had rang for us to go to class so we 

Q Did you all become involved with each othe~? 

A '.ies, sir. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you subsequently had children with her? 

Q When did you all have your first child? 

A April 23rd, 198B. 

A James Monte Panos. 

Q Where was that child born? 

in 1.,ansin , Michigan. 

Q were you and Deborah living together at that 

Q Did you love her at that time? 

Yes sir. 

Q Dicl she love you? 

I\ Yes, sir. 

Q She was a white person, correct? 

A 'tes, .sir. 

8JDC1549 
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1 Q And you're black? 

2 A Yes. 

3 Q 

4 with her? 

5 A They hated it, 

did the hate 

7 you or bol.h? 

8 A Both. 

th them when they were 

10 :i.n Lansing? 

11 A Never. 

tact with her parents 

13 there in Lansing? 

1 ,1 A We came in contact a couple of times. 

or contact would you have with her 

1 6 parents? 

17 A They caught me in their house. 

What were you doing in their house? 

19 A Staying the night wich Debbie. 

20 Q Did Debbie want you to spen 

22 A Yes, sir. 

23 Q And you waote o spen 

24 A Y-es. 

25 Q Did you graduate from high school in Lansing? 
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A No, I did not. 

Q What happened to your education? 

grandmother took me out of there. And made me go to adult 

education. 

1 or 

getting a GED? 

A. No. 

rms of a ob? 

A I had many jobs in Michigan. 

Q what kind of jobs did you have? 

restaurant ·obs. I had a 

janitorial job at the high school at one time. 

Q What kind of restaurant work did you do? 

liKe me to name the restaurants? 

Q If you can. 

A 

the cafeteria at the adult education high school, 

a rcslilurant called cupies, a restaurant called Chetters. 

Q These are all in 

A Burger King. 

Q 11'hese are all in Lansing? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you have any trouble keeping your work at 

these places? 

·-· ~-·- - --- - - _.,' 
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Yeah, I had some problems. 

Q How come you had a problem keeping your jobs? 

around. 

Q What kind of friends did you have? 

Q Were you using drugs during those times 

yourself? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

How about Deborah, was she using drugs? 

She said she tried marijuana once, but she 

nd I'va never ever seen her do no drugs. 

Did she know that you were u~ing drugs? 

Yes, she did. 

21 

Did her family know that you were doing drugs? 

A I don't think in Michigan I don't think they 

Knew that. 

Q Now, her parents both her mother and father 

lived in Lansing; is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And there came a time when her parents moved 

away? 

Q Where did her parents move to? 

A Tucson, Arizona. 
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Q What did Debbie do, Deborah Panos do when they 

moved off to Arizona? 

her keep the child, they said if she didn 1 t give up the 

child for adoption she couldn't live with them. 

r not? 

A For a couple of months. 

Q Then what happened? 

Arizona. 

Q And did she go to Arizona? 

A Yes, sir. 

all when she went to Arizona. 

approximately? 

A J.P. was an infant so about two months. He was 

ths old so it was about Jtine of 1 98 -- 1 88 I 

mean. 

Q How did you feel about her going rizona 

our son? 

A Pardon me? 

Q HOW did you er go1.n 

with your son? 

A l was extremely hurt, but I wanted the best for 

her and him so I ey wou 

her mother. 

Q She moved to Tucson. Did she keep in touch 
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with you and when I say st1c I mean Deborah Panos? 

A She had to sneak around. They put a lock on 

Q What do you mean they put a lock on the 

mailbox? 

mailbox et the mail 

out. They were always around her when she t~ied to do 

something. 

lk to ou on the telephone? 

A She would go to the mall a~d she would sneak 

away from them while they were in the store and she would 

mall. 

Q Would you ever call her at her house? 

A NO. 

Q How come? 

A She wouldn 1 t give me the number. 

Q Do you think 

when her parents were there? 

A Exactly, yes, sir. 

Q T ere came a 

and stayed with Debbie; is that right? 

A Yes. 

A Her mother and her Btepfather took our two 

childr!'a:n. Anthony was born and she earn~ back to me after 
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,r, 1 - she had went out to Arizona the first time and she got 
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pregnant back there and when she went back, her mom and her 
r, - WO 
UI 3 UI stepfa 

4 children and she ser1t for me to come out there. 

5 Q so her parents weren't home? 

6 

7 Q How long were they gone from the house where 

8 Deborah lived? 

''ke two months. 

1 0 Q And you went out and stayed in that house while 

1 1 they were gone'? 

73 Q How did you get to Tucson? 

14 A Plane. 

ror the ticket? 

16 A Deborah Panos. 

17 Q where did you fly out from? 

Detroit. 

19 Q Do you recall the airline? 

20 A Southwest Airlines-

Where did you :E 1 y to? 

22 Phoenix, Arizona. 

23 Q How did you ge 

,,, A shuttle bus. 

25 Q So you slayed • the Pa.noses' home in Tucson? 
;i. n 

------ ··-· ·----··--· 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q How long did that go on? 

Q Did there come a time when you all had a second 

ct~ild? 

on. 

Q And I apologize b1lt did Deborah previously come 

back and visit you in Michigan? 

Q Is that when she got pregnant with your second 

child? 

ir. 

Q And 1 1 m sorry, when wos your second child born? 

A February 15th, 1990. 

And that child's name? 

A Anthony Michael Panos. 

Q So you're staying in ouse wi 

ither of our two kids are there; is that correct? 

A No, sir. 

Q Where ar0 

A 
Her mom and her stepdad were on their way back 

Lo Michigan with them. They traveled with the two children. 

Q were you 1. 

Deborah at this time or not? 

Yes, sir, 

-- ·-· --· --· 
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Q What did you guys do when her parents returned? 

A She had gotten me a furnished studio apartment 

before ey arrive. 

Q And is that where you started living? 

A Yes, sir. 

? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where did you work? 

hotel. 

Q what did you do there? 

A r was a dishwasher and a busser. 

that ~ob? 

A About four months. 

Q And why did you lose that job? 

Jr. told his grandmother Lhat I 

was out there and she kicked Debbie out and Debbie came to 

stay with me at the studio and a neighbor downs 

here was a whole entire family in the 

studio so we had to get~ two bedroom apartment. And 

Debbie's job was better than mine so 

tch the children. 

Q 
Where was she working at Lhat time? 

A The Census Bureau. 

Q Helping to take the census? 

A 'ies, sir:. 

--· --· --·· ··-- ·--···-- --·-··--· -- __ , __ , __ _ 
--··-·"· .,_ 
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Q Now, there came a time when you left her 1 

didn't you, and went back to Michigan? 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

lived. 

Q 

A 

Why did you leave? 

Becau5e her mother and her stepfather. 

that? 

They ~ere always in our business. 

Had you still not reconciled with them? 

Did you ever go over and sociali~e with the1n? 

They wouldn't allow Debbie to show mew ere 

and I never even tried to find out where they 

But you had stayed out 

They had moved after they came back. They 

moved to a different home. 

Q So you even ua 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And when you went back to Michigarl how did you 

get there? 

A Plane. 

Q How did you afford that? 

Q 
Why is it that Deborah keeps paying for things? 

A She would always say she was going to do it and 

.. ------ ·--- ... . ·- . , ... 
. ·----····. _____ ,_.,, .,, ___ -·-
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I didn't argue with her. I didn't argue with her and try to 

change her mind. 

Michigan? 

A 

A 

Q 

there. 

Q 

Q 

A 

. ,, 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

here? 

It was in 1 91 sometime. 

And this time why did you go back there? 

me to come back 

You guy5 were keeping in touch still? 

How were you keeping in touch? 

She had her own place whe~e she could call any 

to. She called a lot. We'd talk a lot . 

were you glad that she was keeping the 

relationship alive? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

Ye5, sir. Very much. 

When you went back what happened? 

I got a job. 

Whe·r.e al? 

Poncho's Mexican buffet. 

What were you 

Prep cooking. 

What was your plan now that you were back in 

--· ·-· --
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Tucson again? 

A To be with my woman and my children and get 

marr:i..e 

Q And how come you didn't get married? 

A Because we planned on getting married in Las 

Q That was a long term plan? 

A Yes, sir. 

· ord to ~ust come up there to Las 

Vegas and get married? 

A Not at that time. 

lannin on staying in 'l'ucson now 

permanently or not? 

A Yes, sir. 

And did you get Deborah pregnant again? 

A Yc-5, str. 

Q When did she have her 

A June 26th, 1992. 

Q And which child was this? 

Q 
Had her parents become more accepting of your 

relationship with their daughter after three children? 

A 

I watched her have the baby. She was the only one I seen 

come out. I called her mother and ~e talked fo. a little 
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while. Her mom came around after that. 

•rHE COURT: Mr. Brooks, I c1m going to have to 

interrup you a 

order to swear in a couple of new attorneys that need to 

have their oaths taken so they can proceed with their 

careers. 

Ladies and gentlemen, during the recess it is 

your duty not to converse among yourselves or;- with anyone 

·sten to an 

report of or commentary on the trial by any medium of 

information including, without limitation, newspaper, 

to form or ex ress any 

opinion on any subject connected with this case until it is 

finally submitted to you. 

after the hour we'll 

reconvene. We will be j,n recess while the jury departs the 

confines of the courtr:oorn. 

(Recess.) 

THE COUR~: Counsel stlpulate to the presence 

of the jury? 

MR. HARMON: ~es 1 Your Honor. 

MR. BROOKS: Defense will, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Yoo may recommence your 

xamination of Mr. Chappell. 

----- ,._ --·-· ,. - . 
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BY MR. BROOKS: 

Q James, I think we have you in Tucson right now, 

ou're livin 

with her there; is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 

durin this 

trial about your job situation. You testified you had some 

jobs. Did you have jobs in Tucson during this period of 

A Seven exactly, sir. 

Q Seven different jobs? 

Yes sir-. 

Q Why so many diffarent jobs? 

A some because of our babysitting s~ some 

didn't like. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

ave me a lousy raise and a couple I just 

Ye.s, sir. 

Did Deborah pretty much always have a job? 

Yes, sir. 

Was she the one that always brought in the 

money other than yourself? 

A es, si . 

Q were you using drugs while you were in Tucson? 

A Yes, sir. 
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4 Q You testified that you smoked I think it was 

5 rnar.ijuana in Michigan; is that correct? 

7 Q Had you been doing cocaine in Michigan? 

8 1\. I did it a couple limes, yes. 

caine in Tucson? 

10 A No. I did it in Michigan first. 

l 1 Q But did you do it in Tucson also? 

13 Q Did this interfere much with your work? 

14 A NO. 

You never lost a job because of your drug 

16 problems? 

1 '7 A No. 

We heard l:estirnony during the stat.e's case 

19 regarding a battery in Tucson whe~e you and Deborah were 

20 living in i). trailer and she went 

21 circle Kor something and told them that she had been beaten 

22 up and the police came and a:r;rested you. Did that happen? 

23 A Yes, sir. 

24 Q Why did it happen? 

25 A Because 1 had returnea a dresser that she had 
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bought. I returned it back to the store. 

Q And why did you do that? 

Q What did you need rnoney for? 

A For some drugs. 

? 

A Yes. 

Q And you reacted by hitting her"? 

while and sne said a 

couple things that ma.de me upset. 

Q How do you feel about the fact that you hit 

A Extremely bad. 

Q You guys eventually decided to leave ~cson an 

Las Ve as? 

A Yes, ~ir. 

Q Now, somebody says tha · s e came 

ou followed her to Las Vegas; is that true or false? 

1\. No, sir. 

Q How did you guys win up com1n 

A We came and visited first for a week, me, her 

and Shauntel stayed at Circus Circus and we both looked for 

a job, we both 

Q Did you all find a place to stay? 

A Yes, sir. 
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Q And where did you find a place? 

A 839 North Lamb, space 125. 

? 

A If I'm not mistaken ii:. was October 1st exactly, 

Q Of what year? 

Q Did you all come up here at the sarne time? 

A Yes, sir. 

A We flew out of Tucson on Rena Air. 

Q And you flew directly to Las vegQs7 

Q Did you have a car at that time? 

A Yes, sir. 

re was the car? 

A we had a couple drive ou;. O~Haul and the car 

was on the back of it. They drove it from Arizona 

s. The were supposed to meet us here. 

as 

79 Q Why did you all move to Las Vegas from Tucson? 

20 A One reason was because 

21 

22 

23 

21 

25 

in our privat~ lives trying to control her, private 

life, and she was upset about that and her mother is the one 

that suggested coming to Las egas. 

Q Do you know why Las Vegas was mentioned? 

A we had two choices, Las Vegas or Lansing, 
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Michigan. 

Q And why Las Vegas? 

comin to Las Ve as. 

It was more of her mother's decision than it was hers. 

Q I am going to show you a photograph the state 

it No. 1. It shows the trailer 

where Deborah died. rs that the trailer that you and she 

lived together in? 

'is sir. 

Q was that your home in Las Vegas? 

A Yes, sir. 

Is that where you lived from roughly 

October 1st of t94 until the time thot she died except for 

the times you were in jail? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you find work in Las Vegas? 

A Yes 1 sir. 

Q Where did you work? 

A Ethel M Chocolate Factory. 

Q lere 1 

A Jt 1 s out the~e around Sunset. 

Q How long did you work out there? 

Q How come you lost that job? 

A Because day-care had cost too much when we 
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first got here and Debbie was working two jobs and 1 told 

he~ I would stay home with the kids. I called them three 

Q They fired you? 

I\. Yes, sir, 

in Las Ve as? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you start hanging out at the Vera Johnson 

l:here? 

A Yes, slr. 

Q Did that interfere with your ability to be a 

? 

A No, it did not. 

Q Did it interfere much with your re a 

with Deborah? 

A I'm sure it did close to the end, but not at 

the beginning when we got here. 

Q Going back for just a second Dina Freeman 

testified about this phone conversation while you were still 

living in 

background to Deborah I 1 m going to do an O.J. Simpson on 

your ass. Did you ever say that? 

Q Did yoo ever threaten her in front of Dina 

Freeman or on the telephone? 
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,r, 1 - A Never. Never. Never. 

I 
CD 
'--, 2 C' Q Did you ever tcilk about 0. ,1. Simpson in front 
r, -
a-, 3 CD of Dina? 

4 A No, sir, I did not. 

5 Q So she's not telling the truth when she 

6 

1 A No. She lied under oath, sir. 

8 Q You heard testimony regarding Deborah receiving 

IJ.'ell 
9 a 

1 D us what happened there. 

1 1 
~ We were both in the dining room. I forgot what 

about doing 

13 something together and we got in an argument over something, 

14 
I'm not sure exactly what it was, and she had went and laid 

talkin· to her as she was laying 

16 down and she said something back to me, something smart, I 

17 don't remember her exact words, bul I took a cup, it was 

fl thermal coffee cups and I thraw it and it 

19 came over the top of he~ head and it hit her righ~ he~e. 

20 And she got up and she ran to the bathroom. I ran in 

r her. She was covering her face. She said I think my 

22 
nose is broke. I said Jet mo see. She removed her hands 

23 and she had a gash right ere. 

24 Q Are you indicating the side of your nose? 

25 A ~es, right here. 

--· -- .. ·----· . __ ,_,, 
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Q Was she bloody? 

A It wasn't coming out at that time. It was 

open, 

piece of meat right here. You could sec in the inside. No 

blood was gushing out at that time. 

? 

A I did, sir. 

Q Now, the medical records that were introduced 

a remark m Deborah 

Panos that said she had been beaten before but never like 

this. How do you respond to that7 

icture her saying that. I threw a 

cup
1 

that's all I did, I did not try to hit her in the face. 

It accidentally hit her in her nose and broke er nose. rn 

ut there's nothing I could do about it. I called 

911 and got the ambulance there, tho police came and they 

slammed me oll over the place, 

m children in my boxers and my socks. They weren't even 

listening to me. They thought I was lying. I showed them 

l;.he cup. 

Q James, you have another allegation that you 

attacked her on June 1st of 1995 and you were arrested again 

? 

for domestic ery. 

A Well
1 

Deborah had been gone all day the 

previous day before that and st1e went to work the next day 
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and aft9r she gol off work she went somewhere else. So I 

didn't see her for a long ti1oe_ And when she came home 

anothe:c 

doing something else. we started arguing and we went in the 

bedroom and I pinned her down and I showed h~r a knife and 

et nothing 
w eri 

out of her, I got rid of it. Claire knocked on the door. 

Q Who is Claire? 

· nds from Arizona. 

Q Was she living with you? 

A Yes. 

live there? 

A I'd say approximately two months 1 sir. 

Q Go ahead, I'm sorry. 

Debbie u, she went outside with both 

Claire and her other friend that was there and then I went 

outside and then the cops pulled up. An 

Did ou plead guilty to domestic battery in 

that case eventually? 

A Yes, sir. 

That was June 1st of '95. How much of the 

summer did you spend in jail? 

A Could I jus 

'ail when I got out when I went hack? 

Q sure, if you want ta. 

-- --·· ·-· --··- __ , - .. ... ·----· - - --
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A First time I went to jail was February 28th, 

1995, stayed in jail till May 10th. Debbie came and picked 

there was two friends 

living there. 

Q When you say two friends, you mean male friends 

A Female friends. 

I went back to jail for that domes ~c v~o cnce 

ot out June 7th. Claire came and picked 

me up, took me back home and we were back together. 

Then I went back to jail June 

·rthda her third birthday. 

Q And when did you get out of jail that time? 

A I didn't get out of Ja1 

Now, from that summer let's say June 26th when 

you got arresled until the time you got released on August 

31st dtd Deborah accep. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q 
How often would you call her approximately if 

you can rernem er. 

A sometimes a couple times a day. 

Q 
Did she ever tell you this relationship was 

over? 

A Never. Nev-er. 

Q 
Did anybody else ever tell you the relationship 

--- ·--· -- -· 
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was over? 

A No 1 sir-

because of who answered the phone? 

A 'fes, sir. 

A There was numerous different women answering 

the phone. Sometimes the children would pick up the phone, 

the 

floor and I could hear stuff in the background. 

Q What would you hear? 

Another time there was 

men answering lhe phone. 

Q Did you know these men? 

Q Did that make you n1ad? 

A Yes, it did. 

id it make ou mad? 

A Because when we moved here Debbie had told me 

that I couldn't an5wer the phone because her ma er wou 

it. I gave her Lhat respect. And then I 

turn around and go to jail and there's all kinds of people I 

don't even know answering our 

Q How did you fe~l about the idea of other men 

being in the trailer wt1en you called your home? 
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A I was stunned, hut't, afraid. 

Q What were you afraid of? 

Q What were you afraid of about your children? 

A we had numerous babysitters ' ln Arizona that 

rne even hit them. 

Q You say that you would talk to Deborah on the 

telephone. Did she ever come visit you that summer in jail7 

Was that 

what you're talking about? 

Q Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know why she didn't come visit you? 

A No. Because she told me on the 

times. I knew something had to be going 

on at that house, but I didn't know what was going on. 

Q Did you think she was messing aroun 

A 
I sensed it bu~ I d1dn 1 t know for sure so I 

couldn't keep throwing it in her 

her. l asked he,. straight out if you're dating somebody, 

let me know. Sh@ said no, I'm not dating nobody, I'm not 

:seeing nobody, l 

words to me. 

Q 
Now, in the State's opening statement they 

. ·--.. ------·-

8JDC1573 



AA03304

1393 

r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 
,r, 9 -

I 
CD 
c..., 
C' 
r, -
-..J 
-I'>-

·--·· 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 

13 

14 

76 

1 7 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

43 

talked about some letters you sent to he~ from jail .. Did 

you send her letters from jail? 

Q And the State referred to things that you said 

in those letters. What kinds of things did you say to her? 

how the kids 

were doing. I told lier I loved her, I missed her, I told 

her she meant the world to me. 

A Yes, sir, very much. 

Q Did you also say degrading things to her in 

A 
Like the last two letters I put some bad words 

in there. 

ou call her a slut? 

A I told her if :she W<iS out there messing 

around 

James, did you call her a slut? 

A Ye:5 1 I did. 

Q Did you call her aw ore. 

A I wrote that, yes. 

Q Did you ask her questions like are you easy? 

A Yes. 

Q Why did you say these things to her? 

Because so many things were happening while I 
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was in jail, I was very depressed, upset, lonely, hurt, 

devastated. She once told me on the phone that she would 

never abandon me in 

Q James, did you see her on August 30th, 1995? 

A Yes, si. i:. 

? 

A At the city courthouse. 

Q 
Did she come to your co~rt appearance that day? 

Q Did she testify against you? 

A No, sir, 

that da to dome~tic 

battery? 

A Yes, sir. 

ou know on August 30th or hugust 31st that 

you would be released from custody? 

A Absolutely not, 

But ou were released from custody, ~eren't 

you? 

Yes, sir. 

And when you were released from custody what 

did you do? 

A I walke 

Lamb. 

Q 
About how far is that, if you know, and how 
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long did it take you to walk out there? 

A F~om around L~s Vegas Boulevard and Bonanza and 

O minutes. 

Q Why did you walk out there? 

A I was happy to be out. I just wanted to see my 

Q Where were you going? 

A I didn't go horn~ at first. 

o? 

A TO Vera Johnson project apartments. 

Q What did you do there at the Ver.J. nson 

') 

A Went over there and just talked to a couple 

people. 

Who did you talk to? 

A Some man over there named Ben and a couple 

other people. 

Q Now, how far is Vera Johnson complex from where 

you lived at the Balerina Sunrise place, if you know? 

would take like probably 15 minutes to get from there to 

home. 

Q 

A Yes, I did. 

Q 
And once you had the bicycle what did you do? 
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A I went home. 

Q Now, when you went home this is the home at 

839 North Lam . 

A 

Q 

Deborah? 

A 

Q 

A 

went home. 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

This is the trailer that you shared with 

Yes, sir. 

Did you exp~ct her to be there? 

Where did you call from, if you recall? 

called f:tom ver:a 

Johnson Apartments. 

Q And nobody answered? 

• 

Q So you arrived at the trailer and whot do you 

do? 

n the side of the house. 

Q James, I'm sorry, but your hands a1·e in tron t 

of your mouth and the jucy needs to hear this. 

ut the bike on the side of the house and 

went to the window. 

Q James, lam going to interrup· 

icture again, State 1 s Exhibit 1, which is a 

46 

pictu~e of the trailer. Is one of these windows there where 

--· - ... -
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you went to? 

A Yes. 

ed the 

place? 

A Yes. 

throu h the 

window? 

A I had been through the window through many of 

an and I didn't figure 

nothing was wrong with that. 

Q Did you have a key to get inside the place? 

o but I lost it. 

Q You start climbing in the window and what 

happens? 

I start climbing through the window ancl Debbie 

walked in the doorway ~nd she a~ked ~e why didn't I knock at 

the door. I 5aid I didn't know you were ome. 

· st called wh didn't you answer the phone. She said I 

just got here. 

Q Do you know what t me s. 

A No, sir, I wasn't paying attention to the time. 

I know I had to be back downtown at one o'clock. 

Q So you ge 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What happens? You get into the window and do 
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you guys talk or wha~? 

A Yeah, we talked. 

Q 

A I got on my knees in front of her and she was 

sitting on the couch, I asked her what has she been doing 

111-t ime and 

watching the kids. 

Q What happened next? 

le of thins that we~e 

said over the phone. She told me about a couple things that 

her friends had did while l was in jail. 

to see her? 

A Absolutely. 

Q Did you think everything was okay? 

Yes. 

Q HOW long did you all talk? 

A About 20 minutes. 

What did you all do then? 

A We kissed a couple of times. 

Q And then what happene 

A 
We starled taking each other 1 s clothes off. we 

began to have sex on the couch. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Where was 

Excuse rne? 

Where was the couch where you were having sex? 
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A It was along the wall right at the corner of 

the kitchen. 

A NO. 

Q I guess it had been a long time since you'd had 

A A very long time. 

Q But you'd had sex with her. probably hundreds o 

her before? 

A A millioni billions of times. 

Q And you loved ner? 

She was the world to me. 

Q And what happened? 

A When I entered her( her vagina was a 

wet and smelly and it wasn't nothing like it used to be. 

Q Whal did you think? What did that mean to you? 

A I immediately 

around on me. 

Q You thought she was messing around with other 

men? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What did you do? 

A 

been wil:::h. She sai.d nobody. She said I swear to God on my 

grandmother 1 s grave I ain't been with nobody. That was her 
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exact words. 

Q Did you believe her? 

Q So what did you do then? 

A I walked away from her and started walking in 

behind me 1 she grabbed me 

around my waist, she asked me could she get on top of me. 

Q You mean get orl top of you sexually? 

She know I ~1sed to love her on top of 

me. And she asked if she could get on top of mo ana I told 

her no. 

What ha ened next? 

A She performed oral sex on me. 

Q Now, had you hit her at a 

A No, si.c. 

Q 
This was consensual oral sex she performed on 

you? 

A Of course, yes, sir. I never. pressured her in 

having sex with me. Never. Never had to. 

Q appene 

she was done, got up and went into the 

balhroom. I put my clothes back on. She went and got on 

what time I have to pick up the child~en. And I said okay, 

I want to see them anyway. 

. ·--- -- ·-- ·-- .. - - -·-
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Q We~e you right by her when she was talking to 

day-care? 

ir no. 

Q Where we:re you? 

A I was in the bathroom. 

her clothes back on after the 

sex? 

A Yes, she did. 

our clothes back on? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Sa you can't say exactly what she sai e 

le? 

A No. She wasn't talking that loud so I couldn't 

hear what she was saying. I knew s e was 

da -care though. 

Q At that time when she called day-care the firsl 

time would you be su~prise 

A Yeah. When I read that, I couldn't believe 

that because I didn't hear her say none of that. When I 

walked in there, 

pick them up at 5:30 and she said okay, and I told her tell 

them that we're going to be there. And that's what she told 

y. 

Q 

A 

Now, the lady called back, didn't she? 

Yes. 
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Q And were you there when she talkea to the lady 

at that time? 

Q How was Deborah by then? 

A She didn't seem to me scared. 

ared the first tirne she 

called them? 

A When I came in there she did look like she was 

Q You think she was scared or you? 

A. I think that she knew that she had got caug 

got caught, gol caught doing what? 

A She Knew I knew she had been messing around. I 

know Debbie. I know Debbie better than pro a 

Now, when she called the day-care center had 

you done anything violerit towards her that day? 

No, si:i;. 

Had you th;.eatened her with violence? 

A No, sir. 

Q Okay. 

what happens? 

A She said we're on our way, wc 1 re corning to pick 

up the l S. 

Q So what happened next? 

A 
we got ready to leave, we walked out the door, 
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the bike 1 rode over the~e, she grabbed the bike and placed 

it on the front porch for me. We started walking to the 

car. 

Q was this the Toyota that you 1 ve seen in 

pictures here in court? 

Q Go on. 

A She asked me did I want to drive. I told her 

oked on the side of 

the house, there was a whole box full of beer cans and I had 

asked her who was drinking all that bee, there. 

drink? 

l\. No 1 she did not. 

Q So what did you think when you saw the eer 

? 

That there had to be some kin<l of little 

parties going on there. There was lots o 

them. 

Q Go on. 

A We got in the car an 

looked a~ound and the cor was all ~rashY1 papers everywhere, 

beers cans on the floor. I tried to turn the air 

conditioner on, i 

the ceiling to the car was ripped all off, the light in the 

back window was broke 1 busted and I asked her who did all 
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Q 

4 A We were going to pick up the kids. 

s Q Did you start to leave? 

ut the 
6 

7 car in drive, started moving. I asked her I said look 

8 
for my Michael Jackson Off The Wall tape. She was looJ<i.ng 

70 the floor. And before I went to jail I had lots of tapes in 

11 
the car and l would keep them in the middle of the seats. 

13 A Yes, sir. 

14 Q Okay. 

and there was a little note in 

16 there-

1 7 Q When you say a note, do you mean a no e or a 

19 A A letter, sir. I grabbed the letter, opened 

20 it --

Did ou read part of the letter.? 

22 
Yes, sir, I opened it up. I even let go of the 

23 steering wheel., alrnost crashed into a car 

through the letter as quickly as I could. When 

25 
5he noticed me reading the letter, she tried lo grab the 
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note. We was fighting over the note. 

Q Could you read some of the words in the letter? 

Q What was it saying·.? 

A Some guy talking about having sex with her, 

Q How did you react to that? 

A I was shocked~ I was devastated. 

? 

A I stopped the car, put it in reverse, backed it 

up and parked in front of the house. 

A When we got out of the car, I went out on her 

side, I stepped over her lap, went out the passenger door, I 

rabbed her out of there took her back in the house. 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

And what did you do inside the house? 

I don't rec~ll everything I did now. 

Did OU stab her? 

I didn't know until I had cut my finger. 

Do you know how many times you stabbed her? 

No, I did not. 

Do you know how many times you hit her? 

No, I do not. 

Do you know where you got the knife? 

No, I do not. 
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Q Why were you doing this? 

A I don't know. 

A NO. 

Q What did she do? 

run, she didn't do nothing. 

Q Did she fall to the ground right there? 

floor anJ stayed there. 

Q James, when you got out of the car, did you 

? 

A Absolutely not, sir. 

Q What did you think you were going to do when 

? 

A At the time I don't know, My mind just clicked 

and :i.t was stuck. I couldn't think beyond that letter. I 

w that letter. 

Q What were you thinking about? What was going 

on in your mind? 

A Mer doing wha~ she done to me to somebody else. 

Q You mean having sex wich somebody else? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q That•s what was going on in your head? 

A Exactly. 
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4 A No, I did not. I couldn't look at her. I just 

5 hurried up and took off out the door and left. 

7 the time that this stuff happened inside how much time 

8 passed, if you know? 

10 happened re~l quick. 

11 Q James, I am going to show you a photograph 1 

on the 

1 3 floor and right beside her head is a letter with blood on 

14 the letter. Do you recognize that letter: 

r 

16 Q Why do you recognize that letter? 

17 A It was the letter I found in the car. 

at the letter from what you think is 

19 another man? 

20 A Of course. Yes, it is. 

Did you two fight over the letter in the car? 

22 A Yes, she tried her best to get it from rne. 

23 Q Was the letter torn up n o many 

24 pieces? 

25 A '.!'.es, sir. 

···--·---
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Q Who tore it up into many different pieces? 

A She tried to r1p it, I know that. 

A I was trying to hold onto it. She was trying 

to gel it from me and it ripped. 

of a piece of a letter. Is that a piece of that letter do 

you think? 

Q lam going to show yoo State's Exhibit 32, 

another. piece of the letter. Is that the letter as far as 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

Now, when Officer Perkins testified, he 

tone letter was found ri ht beside her. 

That's this letter we're talking about? 

A Exactly, sir. 

And he also testified that there were letters 

found strewn about on the floor in the master bedroom. ttow 

did they get there? 

A When me ana Debbie was in the room, when she 

c~rne in there and she had grabbed me by my waist, we was in 

lhe roomt some of the letters that I wrote her was 

the bed on the table, .some of the lett:er.s was up on the 

entcrta~nment center. The ones that was on the side of the 

58 
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table I took them and I threw them at her and l asked her, I 

said these didn 1 t mean nothing to you, none of this meant 

Q I am going to show you State 1 s Exhibit 8 which 

is a photograph of that room and there are letters on the 

? 

A Exactly 1 sir, yes. 

Q I am going to show you State's Exhibit 10 which 

the floor. rs that your writing on that letter? 

A Yes, sir. 

that you ransacked tt1e master bedroom. Did you ransack that 

ma5te:c bedroom? 

A I didn't touch nothin in that room sir. 

Nothing. 

Q You didn't try to steal anything from that 

room? 

A Of course not, sir. No. Absolutely not. 

Q After you killed Deboral1 did you steal anything 

from inside the trailer? 

A I looked at Debbie on the floor and r ran out 

the door, sir. I did not touch nothing in that house_ 

Nothing. 

Q Where did you get the social security cards 
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from? 

A They were in the ca~ up under the driver's 

Q Were they in this black folder that one of the 

witnesses talked about? 

Q Where were they? 

A They wore in the plastic thing they were in and 

on the floor. There was trash everywhere, sir. 

Q Why did you get in the car and leave? 

anicked and 

I just had to get out of there as quick as possible. 

Q You obviously didn't think about calling the 

et attention for her? No? 

A No, sir. 

Q ttow do you feel about what you did? 

A Extremel bad. Lower than di~t. If I could 

give up my life for hers, I would. In a he~~tbeat. 

Q Where did you go, James, in the car? 

A I went to the Vera Johnson Apartments. 

Q And that's how far away from the trailer? 

A About 15 minutes. 

Q What did you do when you got down there? 

A I parked the car and I just sat there with my 
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4 A Not tor awhile, sir. 

5 Q You eventually got high, though? 

7 Q Did you get high on cocaine? 

8 A Yes, sir. 

10 A Because I felt bad and when you're on cocaine 

11 it makes your mind go somewhere else 1 sir. 

13 A Absolutely not. No, I was not. No. 

14 Q There's been some testimony that while you were 

somebod OU dancin 

16 around. Is that possible? 

17 A NO. I don't recall doing that at all, sir. 

19 Q But you did get high? 

20 A Yes, I d:id. 

21 Q There's been testimony that the next day you 

22 went and shoplifted at Lucky's; is that right? 

23 A Yes, s r. 

24 Q Why were you stealing there the next day? 

15 A Actually I went over there to get a newspaper. 

. - . ·----· ---· 
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Q Let me go back for a second. That night after 

this had happened did you ever go back to the trailer where 

A Yes, I did go back. 

Q What time did you go back if you know? 

the news, sir, over at Bridget's house over at the Vera 

Johnson Apartments. 

? 

A They showed my picture 1 gave a description of 

tt1e car and everythi.ng. 

trailer? 

I walked. 

railer a ain? 

A No. l just stood on the other side of the wall 

and looked at the house. 

A 

Q 

ou? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

olice still there? 

There was some detectives there. 

You knew that taking her car was wrong, didn't 

Yes. 

And yoo know that you're responsible for that? 

Yes, sir, 

xou know you're responsible for killing her? 
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A Yes, sir. 

MR. BROOKS: We'll pass the witness, Your 

onor. 

'l'HE COUR'r: Cross-examination. 

MR. HARMON: Thank you, Your Honor. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HARMON: 

A Twenty-six now, sir. 

Q What is your date of birth? 

Q How tall are you? 

A About six foot, sir. 

weigh? 

A About a hundred eighty pounds, si~. 

Panos was? 

A Not exactly. I'd say about five-four, 

five-five. 

Do ou know about how much she wei hed on the 

date she was killed? 

A I read in the pape~s they say she weighed a 

hundred thirty pounds, sir. 

Q So you were substantially larger than her, 

63 
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weren't you? 

A Yes, sir. 

February the 25th until May the 10th, 1995? 

A February 28th until May 10th, 1995, sir. 

and were released on June the 7th? 

A Yes, sir. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And remained in custody until the date you were 

A Yes 1 sir. 

Q Why were you arrested on Shauntel's birthday? 

outfits for her birthday. 

Q Do you like being in custody? 

Absolutel not sir. 

Q It's not much of a life to be incarc~rated, is 

it? 

A No sir. 

Q You've had a substantial period of time to 

think about today, haven't you? 

A Yes1 sir. 

Q You've known for quite awhile, haven't you, 
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that at some point you would take the witness stand and give 

the jury your version of what happened? 

• 

Q And once you had made that decision, whenever 

it was, you've given a lot of attention to what you would 

A I didn't make up anything, sir. 

Q I didn't say you made up anything, Mr. 

the jury? 

A No. 

ou would act 

on the witness stand? 

A No, sir, 

A ou sit here this afternoon are ou 

concerned about punishment? 

1\ No, si~. Whatever I get I'll accept it. 

It doesn't matter to you whether you•~e 

convicted of voluntary manslaughter or murder of the second 

degree or murder of the first degree? 

A Does it matter.? Is that what you said? 

Q I'm asking you if it matters which you were 

convicted of. 

A No, it doesn't matter, sir. Whatever I'm 

convicted of I 1 ll accept it_ 

-------------------------··--·-········-···-······ 
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Q And you're not concerned if it's murder of the 

first degree that the punishments be minimized to some 

A Could you please repeat that, sir. 

Q You said it really doesn't matter to you what 

accept that. Is that what you said basically? 

A Yes, whatever I'm convicted of I will accept 

Q My question therefore was so there isn't some 

effort here on the witness stand to present yourself in such 

a wa that ou will minimize unishment? 

A No, sir. 

Q You don't care if you get a death sentence? 

A Yes, I do care if I get the death sentence. 

Q So you don't wanl to get a death sentence? 

A I have three children, sir, and I want to see 

them and be able to do something with them sometime in my 

life. 

Q So we ave 

that you want to avoid; is that true? 

A Yes, sir, I am pretty sure any man or woman 

wou o avoi 

Q Are you telling us it doesn't matter beyond 

that if it's life with the pos5ibility of parole or life 

8JDC1597 
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without parole? You dontt care? 

A I do care, but --

? 

A Of course I'm going to caret you know. 

Q The bottom line is you don't wanl to get life 

A If I get itr I will accept it, sir. 

Q Is that what you want? 

three children and be able to do something with them in 

their life. I never had no father, sir. 

refer a life with a arole 

sentence? 

A I would be honored to have life with. 

Honored, is that your answer? 

A I would be honored to be able to get out 

sometime in my life and be able to reconcile with my 

children. 

Q So you do have ~n interest in how this c~~e 

turns out? 

A Of course. Yes. 

Q You were asked about jobs that you've held. I 

don't want to go o Lansing, gan or ucson, 

Arizona, I want to limit the questions about employment, 

gainful employment to Las Vegas. You said you got a job at 

67 
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Ethel M Chocolate? 

l\ Yes, sir. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And then you said because Deborah worked that 

A No. I didn't say it that way. 

Q How did you say it? 

and we dldo 1 t know nobody in Las Vegas yet so we couldn't 

(ind no babysitter and me staying homij with the children 

did it again and I lost my job. 

Q After a month and a half? 

Yes. I called them three times sir and lost 

my job. 

Q How quickly after you had moved to Las Vegas, 

which as I remember ou said was around October the 1st, 

1994, was it that you got the job at Ethel M? 

A 

Q 

A 

When was it when I got the job at Ethel M? 

How quickly after you arrived in Las Vegas? 

very quick. Because Debbie was going to work 

there too. We both went there and took the test. Probably 

about two weeks after we arrived here, sir, to live here. 

Q So perhaps the middle of October? 

68 
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A Yes 1 sir. 

Q Of 1994? 

+ 

Q About two years ago? 

A Yes, sir. 

approximately a month and a half? 

A Yes, sir, 

employment ir1 Las Vegas? 

A Me and Debbie went out together and I turned in 

temporary service to get a job at Price Rite on Bonanza and 

I forgot the other name of the street but Price Rite on 

know, and I didn't make it there. 

Q Is the answer you didn't ever have gainful 

·bat Ethel M 1 s? 

A No, sir. 

Q so arter perhaps the middle of October -- I'm 

r what tt1e first of December 1994 ou 

didn't ever contribute financially to the support of Deborah 

Panos and your children? 

A I at 5omc things for my children. I also got 

some things for Debbie, but I did not 

-----------...... , ........ ,._ 
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70 

Q How 1 sir? 

A How? 

A As you know I shoplifted a couple of times, 

sir. 

hir1dered your ability to be a good father and in this case a 

good boyfriend to Deborah. A.re you still saying while you 

ability to provide for your family? 

A No. 1 was doing drugs, sir, and I did bring 

Q What things? 

A I brought Debbie an outfit home, Valentiners 

video games, hand held video games. When Debbie and I had 

accidentally broke her nose with the cup, I wer1t and stole 

her some banda es and Band Aids and stuff and Neos orin for 

her nose. Gut cough medicine for the children. 

Q Did you ever help pay for the rent? 

A A~ound that time 1 no, sir. 

Q Around what time? 

A After r lost my job at Ethel M. 

Q Any time after that did you pay for the rent? 

A No. 

----------------------------------------··-············ 
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71 

Q Did you regularly put food on the table to feed 

your children? 

Q You consider a couple of times providing for 

your kids? 

just didn't 

Q What drugs were you using in Las Vegas? 

Q How regularly did you use marijuana and 

cocaine'? 

for like about two 1nonlhs and then after that a couple of 

times a week and then around between May 10th and around 

ir 

Q Are we talking about rna~ijuana or cocaine or 

both? 

A Both. 

Q How mu~h rn~rijuana, if as you said from perhaps 

May the 10th until June the 26th you were using it daily, 

how much on a daily basis? 

A 

Q 

A 

Probably about two joints a day. 

How much cocaine? 

I'm not exactly sure_ There was different 

amounts on different days, sir. 
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Q How would you ingest the cocaine? 

A Smoke it_ Freebase it, sir. 

A From people who lived over at Vera Johoson 

Apartments 1 sir. 

? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You spent a lot of time over there? 

Q What does that mean I spent some time? 

A At the beginning, no, I wasn't staying over 

there a lot. Towards the end around between like June 1st 

and June 26th I was over there a lot. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Every day? 

Yes. 

For hours eve~y day? 

Yes. 

Stay overnight at crack houses? 

72 

A ~o. I remember LaDonna Jackson saying she seen 

me sle~piny over thcrn. I 

Q Bridget's place, who is Bridget? 

A Bridget -- a girl that lives over there, some 

;i.ves over 

Q Did you stay overnight at Brid9et 1 s place? 

A No, I'd be there late at night, but I never 
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AA03334

-------------------------------------------·--·---·--

1423 

r, 
-:::;-

"' ,:, 
,:, 1 6 ,r, -

I 
CD 
'--, 

C' 
r, -
= -I'>-

1 

2 

4 

5 

7 

8 

10 

1 1 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

73 

went there and slept there all night and stayed there all 

night and got up the next day and went home or nothing like 

Q How late is late at night? 

A I'd be there sometimes three in the morning, 

Q Did that happen regularly during the month of 

June? 

the time, no. 

Q Well, were you concerned when you would stay 

rah 1 s welfare those of our 

children? 

A I would talk to her. I would call her and talk 

to her or I would go home in the middle of the day and let 

her know what I was doing or where I was. 

Q How were you getting the crack that you were 

smoking? 

A Sometimes i.t was people over ~here that had it 

that would share. Sometimes I would shoplift to get L . 

Both ways. Sometimes people had il, they shared, sometimes 

I would shoplift and I'd get some. 

as 

occurred in Tucson on February the 23rd, 1994 when the 

police came? 
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A Yes_ 

Q You may remember that the lady officer from 

A Yes, I remember her testifying. 

Q Now, as I remember you said on direct 

purchased and you took it back to the store and you got 

refund money? 

Q And it was for that reason the two of you were 

arguing? 

it --

Q whose dresser was it? 

I know she bought it. 

Q But didn't she buy it for shauntel your little 

daughter? 

A I'm not sure she bought it for Shauntel. I 

don't t}1ink that's true. I think I don't think it was 

for Shaunte!. I don't chink so. I don't recall her buying 

no dresser for Shauntel. We had plenty of dressers in the 

house, sir. We had lots of them_ 

Q Bu or some reason. 

A Right, she bought it for some reason. 

Q With her money? 

74 
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A Right. 

Q Did you get her permission to take it back to 

A No, sir. No, I did not. 

Q What did you do with money? Did you get 

? 

A I don't recall exactly what I did do with the 

money, sir, but I know that I had to make up for it because 

there would be times that "·'"" 

Q We've had testimony from Officer Earnst t:hat 

this argument according to Deborah concluded with you 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

fl._ 

Q 

in acts of domestic violence. What did ou do? 

I don't recall evDrything I did. 

Did you knock her to the floor? 

I don't remember. doing that. 

Did you kick her? 

I did not kick her, sir. 

So if that's what she related tsarfully and 

emotionalJ.y to the officer, that would be inaccurate? 

A I er, sir. 

kicking her so I know I did not kick her. If l kicked her, 

I would know it. l did not kick her that day, sir. I did 

no 

Q Well, if you kicked her when she was down, 

would you admit it? 

75 
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A Of course. I'm not going to lie about nothing. 

I'm not qoing to lie about nothing. 

witness stand, would you? 

A No, sir. 

situation where Deborah's nose was broken January the 9th, 

1995 here in Las Vegas? 

A 

Q You said that you threw a plastic thermal cup? 

A Yes, sir. 

You didn't hold it and strike her with it? 

A No. 

Q You just threw it? 

A I threw it.. 

Q And you said it hit her on the nose? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You didn't strike her in any other way? 

A No, I did not. 

OU 

A No, sir. The cup came across this way so it 

couJ.d have hit her forehead and it landed right here. 

that caused a laceration on the forehead and also on the 

side of lhe nose? 
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4 injury to the nose 1 the nose was broken, correct? 

5 A Yes, sir. That's what the doctor said, yes. 

6 An 

7 stitches were taken on the bridge of the nose? 

B A Yes, sir. 

9 There was also a runnin stitch taken in the 

10 right eyebrow area? 

11 A Yes, I remember seeing th~t, sir. 

12 Q But you're saying that was all from throwing 

1 3 the cup, you didn't strike her there? 

1 4 She got hit with the cup and that was it, sir. 

1 5 THE COURT: Mr. Harmon, there's been a request 

16 that wo take a brief recess at this point to accommodale the 

Jury. 

18 Ladies and gentlemen, during the recess it is 

19 your duty not to converse among yourselves or with anyone 

connec . 1a .. , 

21 report of or commentary on the trial by any medium of 

22 information including, without limitation, newspaper, 

opinion on any subject connected with this case until it is 

25 firlally submitted to you. 
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'fhis will be about a ten minute recess. I 

don't want you to leave the upper deck of the courthouse, 

time I'll be able to tell you -- before we go we'll do this 

right now. Would counsel approach the bench. 

a ff-the-record 
discussion was held.) 

THE COURT: I understand one of the juroi:-s has 

78 

somebody has an appointment, we are going to accommodate. I 

just need to know how far it is so we can give an estimate. 

game. 

THE COURT: In that case I think we should be 

able to finish with this witness toda We'll finish with 

this witness and our estimate is somewhere in the area of 

5;30 to 5:45. 

(Recess. ) 

THE COURT: Counsel stipulate to the presence 

of the jury? 

MR. HARMON: Yes, Your Honor. 

MR. BROOKS: Defense will, Your Honor. 

you p ease 

retake the witness stand. 

Mr. Harmon, you may continue your 

... -- ---·--------------------------·--·--------
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cross-examination of this witness. 

MR. HARMON: Thank you, Judge. 

Q Mr. Chappell, was it your testimony during 

direct examination that a(ter you hurt your wife's nose that 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you recall the testimony that was offered by 

from Deborah? 

A No. I heard hi.m say that, but he was false. 

Q She was taken to the hospital, wa.sn't she? 

A Yes, she was. 

? 

A No, I did not. I walked with her to put her 

inside the back, but three kids were along the side and I 

went back inside and the said she was 0 to UMC. 

Q The testimony by Giersdorf ~uggested when they 

got there and made ~ontact with you, you were sitting calmly 

and watchin television? 

A That was false also, sir. The TV was in the 

bedroom at that time, the three children we~e sitting in the 

front of the TV. I was outside in the Jiving room sitting 

in the chair. The TV wasn't even in the ~oom at that time, 

..._ _____________ , _______ ~--~------- -----·-·---- ---
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sil:. 1rhey came in and they slammed me all around like I 

just testified, told my attorney about. 

presence, could see inside and you didn't even get up? 

A That's not true. I let them in. He didn't 

Q Ultimately? 

A He didn't just come in and open the door. I 

and a ened the door for him, sir. 

Q On June the 1st, 1995 we've had testimony that 

there was another. argument between you and Deborah Panos? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You indicated that you hadn't seen her for 

qu.ite awhile? 

A Exactly. 

Q How did it happen that you hadn't seen her? 

A 

Q Had she been gone for a number of days? 

A She was gone all day the day before that day, 

Q Did you become concerned about where she was 

and what she was doing and who she was doing it with? 

Q So when she came home you started to ask a lot 

of questions; is that correct? 
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A I asked her a number of questions, yes. 

Q What types of questions? 

.she had been. 

Q Does she tell you where she had been? 

They all didn't add up together. 

Q They were not excuses you accepted; is that 

? 

A No. 

Q so you got rough with her; is that true? 

A Not immediatel sir. 

Q well, if not immediately, at a certain point 

did you take her into the bedroom? 

A I didn't take her in there, We both Willked in 

l;:he bedroom. 

Q After you walked into the bedroom did you 

become physical with her? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

Yes, I ptit her on the bed. 

mean yes, I pu er on 

That's what I did. 

Did you grab her? 

remem 

I'm trying to figure out how she got from a 

standing position to on the bed. 
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A I don't remember, sir. 

Q So after you had put her on Lt1e bed did you get 

arms own w1 your nees. 

A I got on top of her, yes, sir. 

Q Did you pin her arms down with your knees? 

was on 

top of her, sir, I know that. 

Q So while you were on top of her according to 

knife. 

A Yes, I did. 

showed her a knife? 

A That means I held it up like this and I asked 

Q Describe the knife you held up like that. 

A I don't remember, sir. 

A The knife was on the dresser. 

Q On the dresser in the bedroom? 

A Yes 1 sir. 

Q Whose knife was it? 

A It belonged to the household. 

Q It was Deborah's knife? 

A If you want to say that, yes. 

'---------~----~-----~--------,-~- ··------------ . l 
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Q I'm asking you. Whose knife was it? 

A It belonged to both of us, sir. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Steak knife? 

Q You've seen the knife in court, 68-A-1, that 

you used to kill her. Did it look like that knife? 

Q Was it the same type of knife? 

A No, it was not. 

her this knife? 

A Yes. 

Q What did ou do, reach over and take it off of 

the table? 

A Yeah. 

Q What was your purpose in showing her the knife? 

A r was trying to get information out of her. 

That's it. 

Q ~ou were ~rying to use the knife to coerce 

information out of her; is that true, Mr. Chappell? 

A 

Q 

boyfriend? 

Yes, guess so, s r. 

You were trying to find out if she had a 

83 

.................. ________ _ 
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84 

A I didn't ask her tha~. 

Q What type of information were you ~rying to get 

A I don't remember what questions I asked her. I 

know I asked her where she had been. 

") 

A No 1 not at that point, no. I was just 

concerned and she had me worried and when we argued about 

Q You weren't just concerned about the ~aseball 

scores, were you, or the we~ther forecastr what type of 

inf rmatio 

her a knife? 

A I just wanted to know wnere she had been. 

That's it. 

Q Did you feel you were entitled to know where 

she had been? 

A She asked me every time when I was gone where I 

had been. 

Q Well, obviously if you had to put her down on 

the bed and get on top of her and show her a knife she 

didn't want to tell you what you wanted to know; is that a 

sa e assump 10n. 

A That could be. 

Q Did you feel like you're entitled to get 
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answers from her? 

A I answered her when she asked me so I expected 

Q You weren't married, were you? 

A No, we didn't make it, sir. 

had she? 

A She told me you get me a ring and I'll marry 

ou. That 1 s what she told me. 

Q Did you ever get her the ring, Mr. Chappell? 

A Not I did not, sir, 

You sa OU showed her the knife. Did OU 

threaten ner with the knife? 

A No. I just was asking her questions and just 

showed her the knife. I didn't threaten her, didn't do 

nothing with the knife, no, sir. 

Q Officer Allen Williams testified about this 

incident and said it was related to him by Deborah that she 

had been threatened 

A o. 

Q with the knif~. 

A He was false also, sir. 

Police Department is a liar; is that what you're telling us? 

A What she said in her testimony in this 

8JDC1616 
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courtroom was false. 

Q Daniel Giersdorf from the Metropolitan Police 

A I don 1 t remember everything he said. I 

remember exactly everything she said. 

acting wtien they came to the mob11e home on January the 9th. 

He's a liar? 

Q I'm talking about the day that Deborah's nose 

was broken by you. 

That's not true. The TV was not in the living room. 

Q So Giersdorf also is a liar? 

A I 11 him no liar but when he said I 

was sitting there watching TV, that was false. 

Q 

A 

You were standing watching TV? 

86 

came inside, two of them came inside and they grabbed me, my 

son James Panos seen the entire incident and was crying and 

screaming and they were telling him to go sit down, 

everything would be okay. They slammed me all over the 

place and took me to jai in my boxers, sir, an my socs. 

Tha~'s it. I didn't even get a chance to talk. They came 

in, they roughed me up and moved rne quickly to their vehicle 

8JDC1617 
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87 

and slapped me on the hood and put me in the car. 

Q And you thought that was inappropriate police 

A In that situation, yes, they were out of 

control, yes, they were. 

') 

A They were out of control that day. 

Q And furthermore it is your allegation that on 

was false, you did not threaten Deborah Panos with a knife? 

A No, I didn't say no threats io her. She might 

have considered me m actions as threatenin but I 

didn't say no threats towards her, no, r did not. 

Q Why in the world would 5he think that just 

because you put her dowr1 on the bed and got on top of her 

and showed he4 a knife? 

A I'm p~etty sure any woman would be scared in 

that position, sir. 

Q And you wanted her to bQ scared, didn't you? 

admit I seen that it wasn't working and so I got rid of the 

knife, sir. And I let her up. 

I 

isn 1 t that true? 

A No. No. No, because I had -- I remember 

8JDC1618 
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putting the knife on the dresser and I was not even on the 

bed when she knocked on the door, no, that's not true. 

A No, Claire did not open the door and come 

inside or nothing. That did not happen, sir. 

you had said some degrading things to Debbie Panos in 

letters you sent from jail -- do you remember that question? 

Q Do you remember stating that in the last two 

letters you said some degrading things? 

A Yes. 

Q When were the last two letters written? 

A I stayed in tne city nine days so it was before 

that. Between Au ust 5th and Au ust 15. 

Q So we're talking about letters written within a 

few weeks before you killed herr is that correct? 

A That was the last letters I written, sir. I am 

not sure of the exacl dates but they were the last ones I 

wr .:LI;. Len . 

Q And you told your counsel that you wrote the 

letters because you were feeling lonely and you were very 

epresse you we:re you were 

A Right. Exactly. 

Q Why, Mr- Chappell? Why did you have those 
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A Because the things she was telling me on the 

Q You already suspected her of being unfaithful, 

didn't you? 

pressure her about that. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

A 

Well, you had some pretty strong suspicion. 

I did write that, yes, sir. 

Didn't you call her a bitch? 

Did you call her a whore? 

I did write that, yes, sir. 

And ou called her stu id? 

I don't remember writing that. If I wrote 

it -- if I wrote it --

You even made a religious judgment. You said 

she wds going to hell; is that correct? 

A I don't recall writing that, sir. 

Q You don't recall writing that? 

A No. 

Q Did you ask her a n your 

89 

correspondence if she had AIDS yet from sleeping around with 

other men? 

L.......----····· ... .. ··--··-·----------------~-
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All through our relationship, you know, we 

would talk about that situation, talking about people being 

on around the world and with other people and how everybody 

around in our community anu stuff was getting that disease 

that sleeping around wasn't good tf she was doing it, sir. 

Q Didn 1 t you ask her if she had AIDS yet? 

Q Now, why would you ask that type of question 

and why would you call this woman that you are representing 

to us here toda in this courtroom as bein someone ou 

loved, why would you call her a whore and a slut and a 

bitch? 

A I was upset at that time, sir. 

Q Obviously very upset? 

A I was upset. 

Q What made you so upset that you would 

characterize her in very hateful degrading language? 

was upse numerous 1ngs. 

those things and I 1 m sorry. I told her I was sorry. We 

90 

talked about them letters before I got out of jail, sir, and 

Q You said you talked to Deborah Panos the day 

before you killed her, August the 30th? 

8JDC1621 
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A I seen her at court, yes, sir, 

Q So you didn't talk with her, you simply saw 

A I did too talk to her. I seen her and talked 

to her, sir. 

to a domestic battery charge? 

A Numerous charges that day, sir. 

was the June 1st, 1995 crime? 

A Yes, sir. 

Did Deborah Panos offer testimon at an 

or hearing on August the 30th against you? 

A No, sir. No, she did not. 

Q Explain what enabled you to speak with her? 

A I was sitting outside the courtroom, I was 

sitting right here, the officer was sitting right here and 

she came walking through the door. She was talking to me 

right here and she was like right in my face right hero. 

you say er. 

A I asked her how 5he'd been. I was crying. She 

told me to stop crying. She told me she missed me. She 

about you. She said -- she asked me was I getting out, she 

asked me that numerous times. 

91 
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Q What did you tell her? 

A I said ram pretty sure I am getting out but I 

I told her yes, I should be getting out tomorrow. She said 

okay. 

30th that you were going to get out the following day? 

A They wasn't supposed to let me go, sir, so I 

Q Well, that must be true because you explained 

earlier to your counsel you didn't know when you were going 

to et out? 

A No. I just told her what happened in court and 

she asked me was I getting out tomorrow. 

Q And you ce~tainly we~en'l in the position to 

tell her yes, I'm going to be seeing you out at 839 North 

Lamb? 

A I told her -- I said I should be seeing you and 

the children tomorrow. I told her th~t. Those were my 

exac er, sir. 

Q Who had told you the~e was any possibility you 

would get out on August the 31st? 

Q When did they come and see you? 

A I don't know the exact date but when I was 

92 
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incarcerated between June 26th and August before I went to 

the city-~ August 20th or 21st between that time they came 

they talked to me and told me that when I do get out that 

they said you're not going to be forced to stay there. They 

, 

you could do that. But they said if I wanted to leave and 

go home or whatever r could also do that. 

out? 

A That wasn't the lady's exact words. 

you when that would be, did they? 

A No, they didn't give me no exact date. I was 

shocked when the cit came and ot me. 

Q You were sentenced after you pled guilty to 

domestic battery, weren't you? 

A Right. 

Q Didn't EOB come by to see you even before you 

were sentenced? 

They came by, come to the county before I was 

sentenced in the county, not in lhe city, no. 

ey came o see you e ore you p e 

that would obviously be before you were sentenced so they 

certainly didn't tell you when 

8JDC1624 
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A I had two different cases, sir. I had a case 

in the county and several cases in the city. 

going to get out? 

A No, they didn't .know the exact date I was 

Q Furthermore you didn't tell Deborah Panos when 

you were going to get out when you saw her August the 30th 

? 

A I told her I should get out tomorrow. That was 

my exact words to her, sir. 

And u on what did ou base that statement 

her? 

A Pa.rdon me? 

Q Why did you think you were going to get out on 

the 31st? 

A Because EOB had told me when I do get out, they 

said that I would be able to leave sometimes from that 

facility and go home. 

Q You sa:t old you on the 30th she 

loved you? 

A ¥es, sir.. 

of you? 

A She never said them words to me, sir. No. 
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Q So you 1 re telling us that in fact your guess 

came true the following day August the 31st you were 

A I was released, yes 1 sir. 

Q And you talked with a representative of law 

A Not from about ~:30 till ten something. 

Q From perhaps 9:30 in the morning until ten 

A They let me out at nine o'clock, went to the 

county jail and then we went to his office. So it had to be 

around 9:30 9:45 and I sta ea there till about 10:45. I 

was there about c1ri nour. 

Q And after about 10:45 a.m. you were released 

and that's when you said you walked b~ck out to the area of 

Deborah's mobile home? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

I didn;t 90 home first, sir, 

I said to the area. 

Yes. 

You've 

area is just a couple blocks away? 

A Yes. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You were by yourself? 

--- ····---· .. 
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A Yes, sir, 

Q Did you have money in your pocket? 

Q You were broke, weren't you? 

A Yes, sir. 

projects area? 

A About 30, 40 minutes. 

A I had some belongings over there and I was 

going over there to get them. But the person wasn't home so 

Q What belongings? 

A I had a pair of shoes over at somebody's house. 

A It was this lady by the name of Sue. 

Q Who i.s Sue? 

A A resident over in them apartments. 

Q A girlfriend of -yours? 

A No. I wasn't messing with any other woman, no, 

sir. She was just a friend. 

Q How do your shoes happen to be at Sue's place? 

A O, I go some news oes one my 

old ones over at her house. And that was before I went lo 

jail and they were at her house the entire time I was in 

8JDC1627 
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jail. 

Q Do you consume any drugs while you were at the 

? 

A Absolutely not, sir, 

Q 

A 

Q 

of beers: 

A 

Have anything to drink? 

No. 

Haven't you said before that you had a couple 

There was a over there that had some beer 

and he ~sked me did r want some and I told him not right 

now, l told him that r had to go back downtown at one 

o'clock, be back downtown at one o'clock. 

Q So you didn't drink any beers? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Didn't use any dope? 

A No, sir, I did not_ 

Q You were is you 

knew what you were doing --
A I was sober, sir. 

on over to 839 North Lamb, space 725; is that correct? 

A I was sober and I went home, yes, sir, 

A Yes. 

Q Did you know where yoo were going? 

--- .. ···-·--· 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you know why you were going there? 

Q You said that you borrowed the bicycle and went 

home. 

Q I want to get something straight. By home 

you•re referring to 839 Nortt1 Lamb, space 125? 

Q Was the mobile home rented in your name? 

A No, it was not. 

Had aid an of the rent at that residence? 

A No I I did not . 

Q Did you have a key in your pocket that was 

to enable you to et into your home7 

A 

Q 

l\ 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I lost my key, sir. 

Did you get another one from Deborah? 

No, I did not. 

When did you lose your key? 

Right before I went to Jai , sir. 

Which time? 

Before June 26th, 7995, sir. 

person that gave you entitlement to go into 839 North Lamb, 

space 125? 
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A No, I did not have no marriage certificate. 

Q When you got there did you knock on the door? 

Q Is there a doorbell? 

A No, there is not. 

? 

A No, sir. 

Q You elected to go through a bedroom winaow? 

I went tl1rou h that window ma 

That wasn't the first time. 

Q I didn't ask how many times it had been. Your 

decision was to et in b in throu ha window· is that 

your testimony? 

A Yes, I went through the window, sir, 

Q And you'~e sayirtg she was in there and met you 

as you were coming in? 

A Yes, :,;ir. 

Q And you said she was huppy to see you? 

A I told you her exact words when I went inside 

s 1.r. 

Q I've forgotten her exact words. 

A Sho asked me why didn't l knock al the door. I 

times ana nobody answered the phone. And she came over and 

actually moved the nightstand, moved it a little ways away 

8JDC1630 
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from the window fo~ me, sir, and I climbed in the window. 

Q When did the screen get pushed down and bent? 

nightstand I guess it must have went some of it got on 

top of the screen because I didn't take the screen and put 

Q The testimony has been that the print of a shoa 

was on the screen. You had to walk on the screen you'd put 

inside to et in? 

A Well, if I stepped on it, I don't remember 

doing that, but if there was a footprint on it, my footprint 

must have been on it. 

Q 

A 

Q 

The sc~een is damaged? 

No, it wasn't damaged the last time I seen it. 

It's bent, sir, according to the photograph5 

taken by the officers. You didn't damage the screen? 

A No, I did not damage Lhe screen, sir_ 

Q She according to you met you at the window and 

asked why you hadn 1 t knocked_ That was a good question, 

wasn 

A I didn't knock because nobody answered the 

phone when I called her. 

the window or the screen as a result of your entry through a 

window? 
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A I didn't damage the window and I didn'l damage 

the screen so there wouldn't be no need for no financial 

Q You said the two of you talked for about 20 

minutos, you began to kiss and then you started taking each 

? 

A Exactly. 

Q And you began to have sex? 

Q You said you began to have sex. 

A Yes, sir. 

And as I remember 

her vagina was all loose and wet and smelly? 

A Exactly. 

Q You said it wasn't nothin like it used to be? 

A Nothing. Never like that. Never. 

Q That made you angry? 

A Of course I would be upset. 

Q What do you mean of cooi-s e r would be upset? 

A Any man wou e upse ey come eir 

lady and she wasn 1 t the way -- her vagina was the way 

Debbie's was that day. 

y. 

Was she wearing a little gold band that you had bought for 

he~ on her left r.ing finger? 

'-----------~--------···---- ·--~~-----
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A She told me that she was my girl. And I'm 

going to go by that, sir. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

A 

No, I did not. 

So you've told us that when you detected that 

Yes, l did. 

Grabbed her how? 

This area meaning in the area of her neck? 

Yeah. 

Did to choke hr Mr. Cha e ? 

I didn't choke her that she couldn't say 

nothing or nothing like that, she couldn't breathe, it 

wasn't nothin like that. 

Q With both hands did you begin to choke her, 

A No. No. 

Q With only one hand? 

A One hand, sir~ 

Q Which hand? 

A My right hand, sir. 

you grasp er nee your rig 

Dld you take a hold of her neck with your right hand? 

A St1e was laying down, I was on top of her 

102 
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holding her like onto har neck. I wasn't squeezing it, 

nothing like that. 

A Yes, sii:. 

Q But you were standing at that time? 

standing up yet. 

Q Pinning her down? 

neck pinning her down, yes, sir. 

Q Mr, Chappell, I'm not calling it anything. I'm 

askin ou what ou were doin 

A I don 1 t call it pinning her down, no, sir 1 I 

was not pinning !l~r down. 

Q You said rabbed her with our ri ht hand. 

What were you doing with your left hand? 

A My left h~nd was at the side of the couch like 

that. 

Q Did you have the knife at that time? 

A Absolutely not, si~. 

Q Had you ejaculated al that time? 

A No, sfr. 

ou ve sa1 

could get an top of you after you'd begun to accuse her of 

being with someone else? 
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Yes. She asked me that about three times. 

Q And you rejected that because at this point you 

A Yes, I rejected that. 

Q Wer~ you now convinced that she was being 

A No. Not totally, no. 

Q You said she performed oral sex on you? 

Q And it was at some point after this that she 

finished and went into the bathroom? 

Q And then she called the day-care center? 

A Yes, sir. 

About what time is it that she called the 

day-care center? 

A I wasn't watching the clock so I don't know 

what time it was. 

Q What tlme would you say you arrived at the 

mobile home and went into the window and through the window 

and you were greeted by Deborah? 

A I don't know the exact time, sir. I didn't 

ere. 

Q well, how far did you h~ve to walk to get f.rom 

the office of where you had met with the law enforcement man 

8JDC1635 
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to get out to the projects area in the 500 block of North 

Lamb? 

Bonanza took about 45, 50 minutes, sir. 

Q So if you left the office at about 10:45, then 

Johnson area? 

A I didn't see no clock over there, but I guess 

Q You said you were there for about half an hour? 

A Yeah. Yes. 

shortly after twelve o'clock noon? 

A Yes. 

You borrowed a bic cle? 

A Yes. 

Q How long did it take you to ride the bicycle 

from Vera Johnson to the Balerina Mobile Home Park? 

No longer than ten minutes, sir. 

Q Now, you said you had called f:z;-om downtown to 

try to talk to her and you didn't get her on the telephone? 

A I called from Mr_ Duffy's office, sir. He 

a message on e answering mac 1ne. 

Q And you said you called from the projects also? 

A Yes, sir. 

.,,,,., ..... _, __________ , __ ,_' 
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Q Did you leave a second message on the answering 

machine? 

Q And you're telling us you thought she wasn 1 t 

home? 

she was home. 

Q So approximately what time is it that she is 

A I didn't see no clock, sir, so I don't know. 

Q Do you know why she called the day-care center? 

A She 

going to get the kids. 

Q I thought you mentioned that she was talking 

with someone and ou heard her mention 5:35? 

A The lady told her that she had to pick up the 

children by 5:30. She 5oid thdt in her testimony --

Q It certainly wasn 1 t close to 5:30, was it? 

A No, that's what ·1 asked her. I knew right away 

that -- she said she had to take the kids at 7:30, dropped 

them off at 7:30 and I knew right then that she didn't have 

to pick them up until later in the afternoon, but I told her 

o see em anyway, o see em. 

Q But you said she was acting scared when she was 

on the telephone? 
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A She looked nervous to me. 1£ she was scared, 

that I think if she was scared she probably would have ran 

don't think she was scared. She was just nervous. 

Q Nervous of you? 

knew that I was upset about it. 

Q That you had accused her of being unfailhf~l? 

nobody. 

Q Had you threatened her? 

Q Sheri Smith has testified earlier in your 

trial, do you remember her, the young lady from the Angel 

D center? 

A Yes. 

Q She testified tl1at sh~ asked Deborah Panos if 

she could et awa from ou and come by herself to the 

day-care center and Debo~ah said no? 

A I also read that in her statement. I didn't 

hear none of that so I don't know. 

Q At this point was Deborah Panos free to go 

somewhere by herself? 

A We had both agreed to both going to get the 

children so I don't know why that was said over the phone. 
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Q If she had not agreed to let you go with her, 

would you have gone along with her? 

I wanted to shower and change and all that anyway, sir. 

Q Sheri Smith also said that twice during the 

A I heard that, sir. 

Q Why would Debbie be asking this employee of the 

? 

A I don't know, sir. She had a chance to cull 

911 if she was really scared. She didn't do it so she 

couldn't have been reall scared sir. She was ner 

sne wasn't scared. 

Q Well 1 you told us a little earlier that she was 

more than nervous. You 5aid she was scared and you figured 

that was because she knew I knew she had been messing 

around; isn't that what you told us earlier? 

A She was probably thinking that in her mind, 

yeah. I don 1 t know what she was thinking about. 

Q Were you also asking Deborah for money? 

A No, I had asked Deborah when we pick up the 

kids could we all go out and eat together and she said she 

lot. 

Q Well, you've told us that the two of you left 

-· - ·--. ··-----~--------
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together and you went out to the car and she was going to 

let you drive? 

o you 

want to drive and I said yes. She handed me the keys and we 

went to go get in the car. 

through 60, the photographs? 

A Yes, sir. 

A Yes 1 sir. 

Q rt wasn't your car, was it? 

Q Did you have a key to the car? 

A No, I did not. 

A No. 

Q 

A 

You hadn't made any of the payments on the car? 

When she ot the car she onl 

buck~ for it. It didn't need a payment, sir. 

Q Well, that was a thou~and dollars more than you 

had, wasn't it? 

A Yeah, you 1 re right. But when she got lhe car 

she told me she had a big surprise for me. She came and 

picked me up May 10th al the Clark County Detention Center 

in that car, sir. 
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Q Now, you've told us that as the two of you 

walked out you saw the beer cans over next to the house? 

Q And you didn't like the condition of the Toyota 

when you got in it? 

course I didn't like it. She didn't like it either. She 

said a couple comments I know the air conditioner is broke, 

thi 

Q And then you're saying you found a letter in, 

where, the console area? 

A y 

two seats, sir. 

Q And you found that as you were backing out and 

in the recess of drivin the vehicle? 

A No, I didn't find it while I was backing out. 

I was like two houses down and then I looked, sir. 

Q Two houses down driving the vehicle? 

A Yes. 

Q It was moved? 

A Yes. 

Q And then as you went along you began to read 

l . 

A Pardon me? 

Q As you were driving down the street you were 
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4 reading what was on the note or letter? 

2 A Yes, I let 90 of the steering wheel like I said 

an er as quic y as I cou d. 

4 Q Did you stop it when you let go of the steering 

5 wheel? 

7 Q The car. 

8 A No. Like I said I almost ran into another car 

10 Q And what you read is that some guy had written 

11 her and he was talking about having sex wi.th her? 

13 Q And you 1 va told us that you were shocked and 

14 devastated. 

16 Q And YDll backed up, you pulled into the driveway 

17 and you said you climbed out on her slde of the car? 

19 Q Did you grab her at that time? 

20 A I pulled her out of the car, yes, sir. 

21 Wt! ou climb out on her side? Were 

22 afraid she was going to run? 

23 She didn't ate.empt to do it 50 I don't know, 

24 sir. 

25 Q You aon•t know why you got out on her side of 
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the car? 

A No. 

you? 

A. Exactly, yes, sir. 

letter from you? 

A She was trying to take it from me, sir. 

struggled ovet' :it? 

A. Right. 

true, Mr. Chappell? 

A I remember 

y 

home? 

A. I remember removing he::i: from the vehicle and 

towards the house sir. 

Q When you got her into the house do you remembec 

throwing her onto the floor? 

A l remember her falltng on t:he floor, yes. 

Q Did she have a little help in falling on the 

floor? 

A Yes, she did. 

a And when you helped her fall to the floor what 

8JDC1643 
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did she do? 

A She laid there like I said, sir. She didn't 

Q She just laid there and covered up her face, 

didn't she? 

• 

Q And tried to protect herself; is that true, Mr. 

Chappell? 

Q Had she tried to attack you? 

A. No, she did not. 

tried to injure you or hurt you? 

A No, sir. 

Did ou suffer an e of 

result of the struggle between the two of you? 

A No, sir. 

So what ha ened after ou had her on the floor 

~nd she jusl laid there and tried to cover herself up 1 what 

did you do 1 sir? 

A I can 1 t picture it 1 sir. I don't remember, 

Q You can't picture it or you don 1 t want to tell 

us what you picture now in this courtroom in your mind? 

A I can't see myself hitting her, sir_ I am 

telling you I blacked out, sir, Quit just like that. 
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Q Youtre saying you blacked out? 

A Right. I don't remember seeing myself strike 

Q And you remember precisely what happened right 

up to the moment that you killed her, but you don't remember 

? 

A I remember moving her towards the house, sir, 

and I remember seeing her on the floor. That 1 s it. 

us? 

A 

remember? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 

A 

A 

Arc tellin 

No, sir. 

Aren't ·ust rememberin what ou want to 

No 1 sir, that'5 not true. 

Where did the knife come from? 

I don't know, sir, 

Is 68-A-1 your knife? 

No, it is not. 

Then it was Deborah's knife; ls that correct? 

Didn't it stay in a drawer in the kitchen? 

I don't know. 

I don 1 t know if it was in no drawer. I don't 

~emember opening no drawer, sir. 
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Q At some point after you had beat her into 

submission you had to walk somewhere to get the steak knife; 

A I don't remember whe~e I got the knife from, 

sir. If I did, I would tell you. But I don't. 

least 13 times in the neck and the chest ten times. You're 

telling us you don't remember any of that? 

A No I do not. 

Q You don't remember stabbing her even oncB with 

a knife? 

A No. No I do not. 

Q Now, when is it that you went into the bedroom 

and you threw these letters that you had written to her 

c1-:r:-ound the x-oorn? 

A The lette~s were tossed at her before she had 

performed oral sex on me, sir, right when we went iz1 thD 

room. 

Q While you were accusing her; is that true? 

accuse was ay-1ng on 

her, sir, When l got off of her I didn't repeat what I had 

said to her. I just walked away from her. 

ow 

did the two of you get into the bedroom? 

A I walked in there, she followed me and she 

---·-· .. ---
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hugg~a me around my waist like I said, sir_ 

Q But you didn't want her affection at that 

A No, I did not. 

Q Because you were angry, is that true? 

Q You were jealous? 

A Upset. 

A Upset. 

Q Did you call her a bitch or whore or slut? 

A 

Q That afternoon? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

But ou've told us at some icked u 

a st~ck of your letters and suggested that these hadn't 

meant anything to you? 

A My exact words, yes. 

Q You've testified that after this happened you 

didn't know that you t1ad killed her? 

I soen her on the floor, sir_ I left_ I 

couldn't sit there. 

A 

Q 

you c 

NO. No. 

or a pu se. 

There is a telephone inside the mobile home, 

l 1 6 
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1sn 1 t there? 

A Yes, there was. 

know that she was dead and call 911? 

A If you see somebody like that laying in front 

that, sir. 

Q Did you try to help her? 

Q So you chose to ignore her situation; is that 

what you're telling us? Is that your testimony? 

A I couldn't sit there and look at that sir. I 

had to get out of there, sir. I couldn't look at it. 

Q You didn't climb on your bicycle, you stole her 

car; isn't that t~ue? 

A If you want to call it stealing it, I don't 

consider myself stealing it, ~ir. 

Q Were the keys still in the car? 

A I don't remember, sir, 

Q An yoo drove to the Vera Johnson projects in 

the car and you got high? 

A No, I did not get high. I parked the car, I 

we e an one 

three hours, sir. 

Q Is that where you got the shrimp and the pie? 

8JDC1648 
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A I dion•t get that till like ten o'clock at 

night, sir. 

Honor? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

Q Mr, Chappell, this is a couple of pages, it 

looks like they're numbered seven and eight which have been 

that your handwriting? 

A Yes, sir. 

So both on the front which is 

page seven and on the back page eight this is a letter 

written by you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You wrote this from the jail? 

A Yes 1 1;1ir. 

Q And you wrote this a few weeks before you 

killed her? 

A I don't know the exact date I wro e 

sir. 

Q You begin this page of the letter by saying, 

some more paper. 

July 30, 1995. 11 Is that date in your handwriting? 

A Yes, sir. 

---------· ··- -- -···-···--·- ... -·- ·-·· ..... ~---·- -~--------
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Q So is that apparently the date you wrote this? 

A Yes, sir. 

And you have four question marks? 

A Yes. 

visit me 1 ha? 11 

A Yes, I wrote that. 

on the witness stand 1 ha?" Did you write that? 

A Yes, she knows she can't lie to my face, si~. 

truth. 

Q You meant when you saw her you were going to 

ive her the third de ree didn't ou? 

A I was going to question her, yes. 

Q About whe~e she'd been and who she'd been with? 

A I already knew who she was hanging with. 

Q Who? 

A Lisa Duran and Claire and Jennifer, that lady 

that was sitting in the back of the courtroom, 

Q And now after you talked about putting her on 

the witness stand did you say, And you can't face it or me, 

h ') II a_ 

ha?" 

Is that what you write, 11 and you can•t face it or me, 
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A I wrote that, yes, sir. 

Q You didn't get out of custody between 

A No. 

Q Do you then write, "One day soon I'll be at 

" 

Did you write that, sir? 

A Yeah, I wrote that. 

THE COURT: Redirect? 

MR. BROOKS: Court 1 s ir1dulgence, Your Honor. 

Jude. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Chappell, you may 

step down. 

We'll declare the evening recess at this time. 

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for your patience 

today with us starting so late and that couldn't be avoided. 

Ladies and gentlemen, during the recess it is 

your duty not to converso among yourselves or with anyone 

connected with the trial, or read, watch or o any 

report of or commentary on the trial by any medium of 

information including, without limitation, newspaper, 

you are no orm or express any 

opinion on any subject connected wilh this case until it is 

finally submitted to you. 
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We are going to start proceedings tomorrow 

morning at ten o'clock. So if you'd be in the courthouse 

some en o c apprecia 

Good evening. We will be at ease while you depart the 

confines of the courtroom. 

THE COURT: All right. Anything further from 

the parties at this time? 

MR, BROOKS: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: We're off the record. 

(The proceedings concluded.) 

* * 'K * * 

ATTEST: Pull, true and accurate transcript of 

LISA BRE~ KE, CCR No. 186 

........ _ ·-··-·-·"·--------------------
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2 THE COURT: State versus Cha ell. 

3 We're outside the presence of the Jury. 

4 MR. EWIN: Yes, your onor. ave 

one mo on prior 

e to them b 

m 

10 THE COURT: Correct~ 

11 MR. EWING: -- going to her state 0 

1.2 and w at we are go 0 l.S ma e a con inuing o 

so we • 

in order to effect the 

contentions with re ard to the rior rulings, you may 

18 have a continuing objection. 

19 Let's e Jury in. 

20 so one 

d. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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3 

4 THE COURT: Counsel stipulate to the 

5 presence of the ury? 

es. 

.. 

n Unison Good mornin. 

11 THB COURT: This is the continuation of the 

12 jury trial in State of Nevada versus Janes Chappell. 

13 aving een 

egree mur e Jury, 

: Thank ou Jude. 

19 counsel ood mornin, ladies 

20 and entlamen. 

21 Aristotle has at l.S JUS 

ogive eve 

PATSY K. SMITH OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 



AA03388

on the evidence and exhibits introduced durin ilt 

3 hase of the trial as well, but from all of the law and 

4 evidence applicable to this caae, you, during th1a stage of 

5 the procee ngs, an may no 

easy o pass JU 

I 

• 

ovides the formal Instructions the 

1 'a task involves balancin the a ravating and 

12 circumstances. The defense will al 

13 there are certain factors which mitigate t e egree 

14 murder o anos. e prosecu ion a 

of at least one a ravatin 

19 circumstance. The State in this case alle es four 

20 a ravatin circumstances and some of them -- in fact, as I 

21 speak, I was about to say some o e 

22 is case. 

SMITH OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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of mind and 

Court will ex lain to ou what those hrasea mean 

5 during his legal Inetructions. 

6 Te prosecu ion wi 

7 a itiona ence w 

or to her murder 

uite extensivel ood friends and ersons 

13 with whom she worked about the relationship with James 

14 Chappell. 

15 a pena 

somew 

were ood friends of the 

victim and also worked with her at G.E. Ca ital and from 

22 conversations, they were able to determine her atate o 

23 mind. So you w~ll ree Wl. nesses. 
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• He 1 s with the Lansin 

3 Police De artment. At about 6:40 in the evening on the 

4 date I gave you, August 18 of 1988, he investigated a 

5 situation invo v~ng a ci 1zen, 

• 

n 

· d to drive his vehicle to the rear of his 

11 residence. Worda were exchan ed, some racial words, 

12 bottles, several bricks were thrown at the ve so 

13 at Kenneth Gay, t e comp aining wi ness. ecame very 

1 

19 ou'll hear brief testimon about that incident occurring 

20 in the State of Michigan. 

21 You wi l.B 

earing regar 

SMITH OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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You will learn that the defendant had been 

4 arrested at a K-Mart store, 5050 East Charleston Boulevard 

5 on February the 18th, 1995 and charged with burglary, being 

6 under the uence o ancs, an 

·7 possession o is person 

asaette 

ta es under his clothes. He had removed the secu~it 

13 devices and tried to walk out. Wall, that case resulted in 

14 his arrest on felony charges. It wasp ea bargaine . 

15 

gui o a gross :mis emeano, 

-- there were a number of 

:?.1 conditions but one of them was that he enter and com lete 

22 a drug rehabilitation program. 

23 

presen ence inves ion on 



AA03392

-

baaicall he sa ~ ''I 

2 have learned m lesson. lam never to do anything 

3 else wrong if I'm given a break,•• and, of course, he was 

4 given a break of sorts. He got pro ation. 

5 is supervising o icer was 

little contact 

10 with the defendant. 

11 Charmaine Smith will explain that toward the 

12 middle of June, 1995, she receive severa one 

13 conversations rom De anos. s. 

14 Panos 

On June the 15th 1995 Ma. Panos ca.tne in to 

19 the office of Parole & Probation. In the presence of 

20 Charmaine Smith, then the supervising officer, and Pau 

21 Ellis, Ms. Smit 's supervisor, ure o 

' 

PATSY K. SMITH OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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·-····"'""""""""'"""-

2 Ms. Smith will tall ou that a violation 

3 report of the defendant's probation for the gross 

4 misdemeanor was submitted on June the 30th, 1995 and there 

was a earing enc.1.ng on e 

, 

ever he was 

10 released because he still had the domestic batter ending 

11 in Munici al Court, the condition being that when he waa 

12 released, it would be tote care o the Departmen 

13 Paro e & Pro ation, w o were ranspor o an 

l-D-pa rug 

• 

Probation will testif that it was he on Au ust the 31st 

19 1995 who had two officers o to the cit 'ail where the 

20 defendant was then being housed, the Mojave Stewart 

21 fac.1.l ty. At a out 9:00 in e morning, was 

re e was 

PATSY K. SMITH OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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as not 

3 candidate for their dru rehab program, the defendant 

4 convinced Duffy that if he could personally talk tote 

5 person in ey wou space 

an so, as i 

se 

at 1:00 in the afternoon. Of 

se he didn't re ort back. The rest is history in 

12 terms of what ha ened to Deborah Panos. 

13 It will be the State's poai ion in is case 

14 that Juat~ce occurs 

, , 

caea it is our 

to determine from the ran unisrunents 

20 rovided in this state for murder of the first degree, 

21 which punishment fits this crime. 

22 you. 

• 



AA03395

.................. _,, ___ .,,.,, .... -------------

od 

ladies and entlemen. 

3 On Wednesday of last week, you returned your 

4 verdict of first degree murder and you mig 1mag.1.ne 

agr:ce wi 

• 

a vacuum. Eve ens because of 

10 reasons. There is reasons why people do things. Some 

11 reasons they control and some reasons that they don't 

12 control at's w l.S pena ase is a 

1 you a 

d societ for all we 

18 have done and been and are strivin to do better," When 

19 carrying out this task, the jury is required to focus on 

20 the defendant as a un1quely -- as y 

about his histor 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

___________ , _____ .,, ..... . -----------------·-' 
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............. ·--···----------------------~------------

ircumstances 

2 and it's also about the facts of this articular case, 

3 which we can't escape. 

4 During the tria e course o 

5 e same evi ence you 

bout Deborah Panos. It 1 s about James Cha ell and 

10 that mi ht not seem fair, it might seem insensitive. We 

11 don't want to seem that way. We don't want to act ewe 

12 are forgetting ecause we re 0 

13 eep l.n 

of Nevada to 

we should do to ~edress which 

18 

19 together as a civilized society. 

20 

says versus 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 

-- .. ---····-- .. ··---------- ______ ,,.,., , ..... , ........ ,._,. 
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ou all indicated 

3 that ou were in favor of it or, under certain 

4 circumstances, could vote for the death penalty and I th~nk 

5 tat eac one o us cou 

scenar 

in 

seenario. 

The State of Nevada has seen fit to give you 

12 four o tions in terms of punishment. You can sentence Mr. 

13 

14 an conseou years 1n pr1son 

• 

ence him to life im risonment 

19 with the ossibilit which means his sentence is 

20 life. It would be a life sentence on each element, life 

21 sentence on the murder and life sentence e use o a 

2 y weapon o run consecu ive. 

PATSY K. SMITB OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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old before he is arole 

2 eli ible. 

3 You can sentence him to e 

4 means JUS 

never ave a c 

• 

OU to 

ou need to be able to look at Mr. Cha ell 

10 as a human bein. You need to be able, to a certain 

11 extent, look beyond what happened when t e crime occurre 

12 and loo c1..rcums ances. 

totalit of the circumatancea and 

what we're to tr resent to ou during the 

18 base. 

19 During the gui r1.a, we 

20 called Dr. Etco 0 l.'3 a C 

payc 

n here to sa all over 

ain because ou"ve heard him once. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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if ou felt like it was not im ortant to the reasons wh 

4 the crime occurred but I would submit to you that in 

5 regards to punishment, it is absolutely critica to 

was go.1.ng on in 

prior 

emotional roblema in arrivin at a 

1 ust sentence then in a sense, we're not demonstrating 

12 humanity ourselves and we need to do that in this penalty 

13 phase. 

14 We"re a so going aum 

how he stru led in 

school how he stru led in relationshi s. 

20 We are also going to call Sharon Aksum, his 

21 aunt, and she, while his grandmot er was wor ing, was 

22 responsi e raising can give. you a 

goo insig 

PATSY K. SMITH OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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Michi an who had an 

3 o ortunit to wo~k with James and supervise him and wae 

4 available to visit him in his environment and was also a e 

5 too serve s respon aving a goo 

ernent but to ive an 

allooution statement about his feelin s about what 

11 occurred. 

12 Now, Mr. Harmon talked to you a ew minu es 

13 about the role o e pena 

• 

d there was a 

'ded that there was a 

robber • So it 1 s a fore one conclusion that there are 

19 to be two aggravators in this case. 

20 The State also alleges aexua assau • OU 

21 

es that the 

rture and I think the critical testimon 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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------·. -···-·· ··-····· ··-··----- -------·--··--···-·-. '"'"' ····-·"····· ........... _, _,_,. ___________ , _______ , ____ _ 

• 

3 but he testified in the hase that all of the 

4 injuries were contemporaneous, that they all happen to have 

5 appene oesn't in icate torture. 

wo remaining ave 

• 

10 the a ravators for one moment. The a ravators must be 

11 found be ond a reasonable doubt and the must be 

12 unanimous. You must all agree. The mitigating 

13 circumstances e unan mous an 

18 You'll receive an instruction listin some 

19 possible mitigating circumstances, but you are not bound by 

20 that. You might find something else that is impo~tant and 

we wan o consi 

, 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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of criminal activit • A lot 

2 of ou felt like that was important when we were doing the 

3 initial jury select1on. The mur er was 

4 

OU to 

for his famil and the love his 

9 famil has for him and we are oing to ask you to consider 

10 

11 

responsi 

nd he also said 

to acce t whatever decision ou make, We 

17 think that's 

18 Also considc~ anyt you 

19 

· cumstances and ou ask ourself do the mitigating 

25 circumstances outweigh the aggravating circumstances and~ 



AA03403

? If 

then the death is not an o tion. 

4 Onl if the a ravators outweigh the 

5 mitigators does the death sentence even enter e 

6 picture an even scenario, you a. 

n 

our discretion. 

The hase is about reasons. It's 

12 not about excuses and I don't want you to be conf~se 

13 that. We're not up here to tr;y to JUsti appene, 

14 we're not up ogive excuses 

ou do 

oae thins then we're confident that ou will decide 

19 that a life sentence is what is appropriate. 

20 Thank you. 

21 THE URT: you • 

• 

• 'tness • 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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MR. HARMON: Paul Weidner. 

2 

3 PAUL WEIDNER, 

4 a.VJ.ng sworn 

• 

9 BY MR. HARMON: 

10 Q Will you state your name, please? 

11 A Pau ner. 

• 

Detective Weidner 1 what is our 

17 business or occu ation? 

18 A I am a homicide investigator w.:a.t 

19 City o ansJ.ng ansing, 

Police 

24 De artment? 

25 A Twenty four years. 



AA03405

2 or olice officer with the Lansin Police De artment on 

3 August the 18th, 1988? 

4 A Yes, it was. 

were 

ou have occasion to res and to the 1700 block of 

10 South Washington Street in Lansing, Michigan? 

11 A Yes. 

12 was your reason 

17 Identif for the record artner. 

18 A Officer John Priebe. 

19 Q Wi you spe is names, p ease. 

we encountered a sub'ect that was 

25 standin at his front orch with a shot un that turned out 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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... ·-·······- ·-···. ··-------------

to be the vi tim of our crime. 

2 Q You have 'ust ex lained that he was 

3 standing on his front porch? 

ieve so. 

? 

9 A His name was Kenneth Ga. 

10 Q G-A-Y? 

11 A • 

e you a • 

I 

16 that Mr. Ga was armed with a shot un. 

17 Q Are you abla to describe the demeanor 

18 of the victim, Mr. Gay, at tat time? 

reca e was very upse. y 

• 

24 Did ou have occasion to investi ate 

25 the allegations made by Kenneth Gay? 



AA03407

3 made an arrest on two individuals that evenin for an 

4 assault. 

5 Q you arres 

10 two arrestees? 

11 A Yes, we did. 

12 Q Let's start ~ith Mr. Chappell, w at was 

13 hl.8 

• 

18 A It's Harold Smith. 

19 Q I'm sorry. 

20 A Bia • 

au what occurred? 

25 A Yes he did. 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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2 A According to my report, Mr. Gay advised 

3 

l.a an a ouse. 0 

9 encountered these sub'ecta after he ot out of his vehicle 

10 and was struck in the back with what appeared to be a brick 

11 or a roe l.S 

as • 

, 

16 A Yes. Accordin he named 

17 them b name, that Smith and Cha ell had been involved in 

18 the assault. 

e say 

24 Cha ell threw the brick. 

25 Q Did you have occasion to examine the 



AA03409

3 left side. There was an imprint of what appeared to be a 

4 brick on his shirt and also he sustaine what appeare 0 

5 e some some 

he best of m recollection. 

10 Now is it our testimon that his 

11 re ort to ou was that the individual, who threw the brick 

12 e was inJure, 

13 was a.mes 

arold Smith and James Cha were arrested in 

18 connection with the incident, 

19 A That is correct. 

20 Q On w 

0 • 

A artner once we arrived at the 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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a and then did 

take a statement from him. 

3 Q Did Mr. Chappell give a etatement which 

4 was somewhat contrad~ctory of the account given y Kenne 

• 

A If I ma refer to 

10 MR. HARMON; May he do so, your Honor, to 

11 refresh hia memory? 

17 

18 

19 

24 

25 

• • es . 

• 

ell 

told Officer Priebe that we were standin in the alle when 

the car started driving up the alley. It wasn't going very 

fast, but it didn't honk e I was getting ou 

way, Baro o run us over an e 

rew a 

those? 

What were those statements? 

A The victim stated, according to Mr. 



AA03411

.......... __ , ______________________ _ 

ti s. I'm not afraid of 

2 ou." Harold then threw a brick at the white guy and it 

3 knocked him down. The guy went into ouse an 

4 

, 

• 

e ran off between the 

9 houeea. There were four of us and I don't know the other 

10 two guye that left. They were Harold's friends. The one 

11 that threw the e was as a 

• 

t for acknowled his 

16 resence he didn't admit to an active participation in 

17 the felonious assault? 

18 A Accor ing to , no. 

19 owever, aa you ex , 

A Yes it is, 

24 Q Were you ever called upon to testify in 

25 court on this matter? 



AA03412

2 Do ou have a ersonal recollection now 

3 of the dis osition of the charge? 

4 A No, I do not. 

appene arge. 

• 

• 

s. 

10 

11 CROSS EXAMINATION 

12 BY MR. BROOKS: 

icer, g 

t almost ei ht 

e than ei ears a o? 

18 A That is correct. 

19 

20 persona 

arrival we conducted an 

25 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL CO 
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victim-~ can ou 

the victim at all? 

3 A l just recall him being a o 

4 male. He was I reme im speci eing very 

5 ira e, very upae, 

he 

A Yes. 

10 Q And you learned, during the course o 

11 your talking to people, at one t~me 

12 out? 

• 

t callin these "Come on ou 

bunch of ni ers?" 

17 A If I could review my report qu~c y 

18 Q 

19 

rapor. 

startin of 

24 A The only thing he ind cated, accor ing 

25 to the report, that 



AA03414

2 in the alle. 

3 Q When apparently you guys arrested Mr. 

4 Smith and Mr. ; l.S correc 

combative. 

10 Q He didn't give you a statement? 

11 A No, he di not. 

12 coope 

• 

't would a ear so accordin to 

7 the re ort. 

18 Q And while he had not acknowledged 

19 throwing , apparen e 

an one poin 

• 

I have a name on m olice re 

25 the name of Dennis -- I think it's Wersbicky (phonetic). 

PATSY K. MITH, OFFIC 
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Go ahead. 

4 A He stated that he was out an 

5 walking his dog when he o 

6 a wa.s a 

e. He also observed 

struck with the bricks and obsorved 

accused Smith throw a brick and strike the v~ctim. 

12 Q He y aay • 

13 Chappell thro~ a 

14 • 

don't mind look 

-hand corner. 

A Which would be page six? 

19 Q Mine just says page six o 

20 have the last part o 

21 a • 

Oka I see it. Is it a 

? 

PATSY K. SMITH, OFFICIAL COURT R 
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. ---- ·- ... ·-· ,._. 

e 33 

BY MR. BROOKS It has all the little 

2 numbers to fill in a report quickly. It says subJect 

3 injury, how did your associa e 

4 • 

roach? 

Yee. 

BY MR. BROOKS) This is the sheet on 

10 Harold Lee Smith, this one here. 

11 A me see. 

12 

you an 

of Mr. Ga the 

is hit b the brick? 

17 A No, that"s speaking oft e arres ee. 

19 Q 0, I see. s pro 

19 

20 • 

• 

the 

A I do not recall. 

25 Q Would you guys ave pu e 



AA03417

---···---·--------·--

ad sustained serious in·uries of 

2 an kind? 

3 A Yes. I we wou a.Ve e 

4 Lansing Fire Depar 

5C 

on on the 

n ambulance? 

A That is correct. 

10 Q You"ve indicated that you don't ow 

11 

12 

• 

Would it sur ou if I said there 

16 ent ot conviction for a felony in this cass? 

17 A One way or the other, it wou 

18 because I haYe no idea. 

19 

ques ions. 

• 

• ht in that case we'll 

sa. Sir down. 

24 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

25 THE COURT: T you very muo. 



AA03418

Ladies and entlemen 

2 this recess, it is your duty not to converse among 

3 yourselves or w1t anyone e se on any conneo 

4 w 

or c 

o and u are 

eas an o inion on an 

9 with this case until it is finally submitted to you. 

10 We will reconvene at tha hour o 1:30 t ~s 

11 afternoon. P 

• 

MR. BROOKS: Not from the defense, your 

17 Honor~ 

18 THE COURT:; A • 

BE COURT; Counsel sti ulate to the 

24 resence of the · 1 

25 MR. HARMON: Yes, your Hono~. 



AA03419

Pae 36 

l MR. EWING: Yes, your Honor. 

2 ca 

• 

7 CLARE McGUIRE, 

8 having been first duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole 

9 

ows: 

14 Could lease state our name and 

15 sell it for the record. 

16 A 

22 A Yes. 

23 Q Are you employed? 

es. 



AA03420

Pae 37 

A At the Showboat. 

2 Q What do you do at 

3 A 

4 

I'm havin trouble hearin. 

9 A we count the bills from the sot 

10 machines and also from craps an 

11 stuff like tat. 

l 

Tucson. 

Yes. 

17 A I lived in Tucson, Ar zona. 

18 Q J.Ving 

19 you come 

• 

In Februar or March of 1990. 

24 Q And where did you meet her? 

25 A At work. 



AA03421

Pae 38 

1 Q Where were you working? 

2 A At Computer ervices o 

3 ucson. 

es or no for the 

A Yes. 

9 Q And what wast at? 

10 A we en -- we en 

Was Deborah Panos also a employee of 

16 the City of Tuceon at that time? 

17 A es. 

et Deborah Panos 

did she hava an children? 

23 A Yes, she had two. 

24 Q were eir names 

• 
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