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MEMO: Draft

TO: Marlo Thomas file
FR: James Green
DT: 1/21/10
RE: Georgia Thomas Interview

On January 11, 2010, I interviewed Ms Thomas at her home 5824 W. Oakey St., LV.  She
is Marlo’s mother.  She lives with her 2nd oldest son, Darrell Bernard Thomas. She can be
reached by calling his cell # 702-556-4277 and scheduling to see her.  Ms Thomas is
wheelchair bound and cannot answer the door. Darrell has to be home to get access.  She
agreed to talk with us through this arrangement.  On this visit, Darrell was not home at
the agreed time. He arrived approximately 30 minutes later and opened the door.  He
escorted me to her room at the back of the house.

Ms Thomas lives in what appears to be several rooms at the rear of the house.  She is able
to leave through a rear door with wheelchair access.  However, the door adjoining the rest
of the house is too narrow for passage.  She must go to dialysis on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings.  The best days are Tuesday and Thursday in the early evening when
Darrell can be home. Today, she complains of constant pain in her right leg. She was in
an accident several weeks ago and is still undergoing physical rehab.

Ms Thomas said she is glad someone is trying to help Marlo because she loves him very
much and would hate to see anything happen to him.  She understands his situation and if
he is executed, she couldn’t make it.  She will answer all our questions as best she can.

She began by saying Marlo was born at home. She then went to Women’s Hospital where
she and Marlo stayed 3 days.  Marlo was examined, but she is not sure if he received any
treatment there.  Soon, he had a bad case of the Flu.  She took him to Drs.  La Ruso and
Cherry.  They shaved his head and kept him-she is not sure how long- at So. Nevada
Hosp.  These are the only hospitalizations she remembers.

She believes Marlo was hurt while she was pregnant with him.  Throughout her
pregnancy, Marlo’s father, Bobby Lewis, beat her and kicked her in the stomach.  Every
day, he dragged her through the apartment they had in Tallulah, LA-where they lived at
the time she became pregnant with Marlo.  She was 16 years old.  She left him and 
returned to Las Vegas, But he followed her here.  They were together 4 years after Marlo
was born.  He is also Darrell’s father.-who was born 2 years before Marlo.  It hurt her that
he denied being Marlo’s father.  However, he readily owned Darrell.  He would buy
Darrell toys and bicycles-but not Marlo.  When Marlo was around 6 years old, he began
asking her why his daddy didn’t love him.
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Marlo was her baby for 8 years, then his brother Paul was born.  She admits to neglecting
him the entire time and even more when Paul had her attention.  She said she really did
not love him and told him so on many occasions.  She hated him because of his father. 
There were times he got hurt and she refused to take him for treatment.  Her hatred for
Bobby Lewis caused her to treat Marlo bad. When she whipped him, it was usually
because she was mad with Lewis.  Sometimes, she whipped Darrell for the same reason. 
She beat Marlo with brooms, belts and whatever she could get her hands on.  Marlo knew
she didn’t love him.  She constantly told him she didn’t like him and she wished he had
never been born. After years of hearing this from her, Marlo ran away from home when
he was 18. 

In Middle School, Marlo was fighting a lot and sometimes got expelled. Several times,
she had to take him back.   Teachers began to tell her he needed help. She had been
feeling he needed help since he was small, but did not care about him.  Also, she had no
idea how to take care of his mental and emotional problems.  She became very frustrated
with her inability to change his behavior. 

When he was at Miley-age 13/14-Mr. Shute brought him home and told her Marlo needed
help.  He recommended Juvenile.  They lived on/near Durango St.

At age 14/15- Miley sent him to Juvenile with her permission.  

At age 16, Juvenile referred him to Elko.  Georgia said she doesn’t know what happened
there, but it made Marlo worse.  She now thinks it was a “big mistake”.

Neurological Implications:
During the pregnancy, Georgia was repeatedly beaten and kicked in her stomach by
Bobby Lewis. There were instances when she beaten with a chair. Sometimes he dragged
her through the apartment. This happened a lot while they were in Tallulah, LA. and later
in Las Vegas.

Georgia did not receive any pre-natal care during the pregnancy.

Baby sitter Vicky (LNU) drops Marlo on head.  Georgia did not take him to the hospital
because she “didn’t care what happened to him. He is one year old.

Between 1 and 2 years old, Marlo is given an undetermined amount of vodka by Bobby
Lewis and Robert Nash.  He sleeps an unusually long time.  Georgia tries for 2 hours to
wake him up. Again, he is not taken to the hospital.
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When the family lived on Lake Mead, Marlo was hit by a car and knocked down. Not
treated.  Georgia does not remember the exact age, but said it was preschool.

When the family lived on Duchess, Marlo was usually beaten by kids in the
neighborhood.  At least once, he was kicked in the head.  He was 7/8 years old.

There were other instances when he was injured.  Georgia does not remember incidents,
but is sure they all went untreated.

Georgia beat him constantly.  She whipped him with whatever she could get her hands on. 
Sometimes, she used a broomstick.   She beat him “for any reason”. She took the word of
anyone who accused him without asking him about it. She was trying to “beat sense into
him”.

Adaptive: Georgia remembers:

Marlo was slower than the other children in the family.  

Marlo begins walking between 1-2 years.

He could say simple words like mama or daddy at age 1.

He could not say complete sentences until he was 2 years old.

He could dress himself in elementary school, but he put on his clothes wrong.   Did not
know how to match colors.

He could not use public transportation by himself.  He got on the school bus with his
cousins.  That was easy because the bus stopped right in front of the house.  He got put
off the bus frequently because he caused trouble. When he was put off, he would walk
and  find his way home.  (Throughout Elementary school.)

Emotional stressors:
He was teased constantly.  The kids called him “stinky” and he would get mad. He could
not seem to control his behavior.  Georgia said he did not wet the bed. (Other family
members said he was a bedwetter).  He was easily frustrated and resorted to fighting.
(Throughout Elementary school). He would ask her why was he always picked on.
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ggg PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL ggg

INVESTIGATIVE
MEMORANDUM

TO: Marlo Thomas File
FROM: Tena S. Francis
DATE: October 5, 2011
RE: Interview of witness:   Georgia Ann Thomas

I have met with Marlo’s mother on two occasions to date: on September 27, 2011 and on
this date.  Both meetings took place at the home of Marlo’s brother, Darrell Thomas,
with whom Georgia resides.   The interview with Georgia will be an on-going process. 
She suffers from a kidney disease and tires easily.  I can only see her on the two days a
week she does not have dialysis treatments.  During these first two visits, Georgia
provided the following information.

Information about Marlo’s mother and the maternal family

Georgia’s parents were TJ Thomas and Jesse Mae Brown Thomas.  Georgia could not
tell me where she was in the birth order.  She has eleven or more brothers and sisters;
she’s not certain of the exact number.  Her father had children with more than one
woman, and those children are counted by Georgia when she discusses her siblings.  I
have pieced together info about her siblings from several sources.  They are:

Emma Nash, dob ----, died of heart problems
Annie Outland, dob 1966 ????
John Thomas, dob —, died of a stroke
Johnnie Thomas, dob 1947
Georgia Thomas, dob 1950
Rebecca Thomas
Shirley Nash, dob 1954
Linda McGilbra, dob 1958
TJ Thomas
Eliza Bosley, died 2009 of heart problems
Larry Thomas, dob ----, resides in Kansas City

Georgia was born in Tallulah, Louisiana.  The family moved to Las Vegas in 1960, when
she was about eleven years old.  Georgia did not know the reason for the move.  Their
extended family remained in Louisiana.  Georgia’s father worked on construction sites;
her mother stayed home and tended to the house and the children.  After I met with
Georgia, I learned from other sources that her mother never moved to Las Vegas.  Her
parents split while living in Tallulah and her father relocated with all the children to Las
Vegas.  Jessie Mae stayed in Tallulah. 
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Marlo’s older brothers are born

Georgia became pregnant with her first child at age sixteen.  The baby’s father was Larry
Stewart.  Nothing else is known about him at this time; he is said to be deceased.  When
he discovered she was pregnant, Georgia’s father sent her back to Tallulah to stay with
relatives.  Georgia had the child there, who she named Larry.  Larry was full term and
unhealthy at the time of his birth.  He was hospitalized for three months with what
Georgia thinks was a disorder concerning his blood.

Georgia returned to Las Vegas when Larry was nine months old.  At the time she moved
back to Las Vegas, Georgia was pregnant with her second child, Darrell.  Darrell’s father
is Bobby Lewis, whom Georgia met while she was pregnant with her first child and
living in Talullah.  Lewis followed Georgia to Las Vegas, where he tried to settle in with
her.  Lewis is also Marlo’s father.

Georgia’s pregnancy with Marlo

Georgia knew she was pregnant when she was about a month into her pregnancy with
Marlo.

Georgia admits to drinking “every chance (she) got” during her pregnancy with Marlo. 
She was unaware that alcohol could have an adverse effect on her baby.  Georgia
described drinking almost everyday, as a way to escape the emotional pain of living with
an abuser.  She mostly drank Mad Dog 20/20, but also had Vodka mixed with grapefruit
juice as often as possible.  She drank with a friend (Cecelia Jones) and a cousin (Albert
Chase, deceased).

All during the pregnancy, Georgia worked at Arrowhead Linens, an industrial laundry. 
She “fed sheets” into the folding machine.  Georgia hated the job, because the chemicals
to which she was exposed made her sick every day.  She described the chemicals as foul
smelling, causing her to suffer from nausea, headaches, and vomiting.  Other employees
were sick, as well. Georgia worked right up until the day she gave birth.   The business
was owned by a man named Benny (Lnu).  Georgia’s father and some of her siblings also
worked at the business (sisters Rebecca and Shirley, their brother John, and their uncle
JT).  Georgia did not return to that job after Marlo was born.  The business is now called
Mission Linens.

Marlo was born at home, at the Herbert Gerson Apartment complex.  Georgia describes
going into labor and having to “pop him out” before she could get to a hospital.  There
were no difficulties regarding Marlo’s birth.  Nothing was different with this birth than
the births of her other children.  Georgia’s sister, Shirley, was present for Marlo’s birth. 
His brothers, Larry(age 6) and Darrell (4), were at home when Marlo was born.

Georgia and Marlo were transported to Women’s Hospital via ambulance after he was
born.  She recalls Marlo weighed seven pounds, three ounces at birth.  As far as Georgia
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knows, he was not given any special treatment, like oxygen, at the hospital.  They stayed
in the hospital three days.

Marlo’s infancy and developmental years

Bobby Lewis stayed with Georgia from the time they moved to Las Vegas until --------
when Marlo was about ------------ years old.  Georgia describes Lewis as extremely
violent to her.  She did not know why he was so violent, and does not attribute his
behavior to drinking or drug use.  (Actually, Georgia states she does not know if Lewis
drank or used drugs.  He did not use them in front of her.)  In fact, he beat her up the day
she came home from the hospital with infant Marlo.  On this occasion, Georgia’s father
heard about the beating and came to Georgia’s place to retaliate against Lewis.  He beat
Lewis badly that day.  Georgia stayed with Lewis for several more years.  Lewis always
denied Marlo was his child.

Georgia’s oldest children, Larry and Darrell (six and four years older than Marlo) tried to
intervene when Lewis beat Georgia, but they were too small to make much of a
difference.  The police were never called and Georgia never sought medical treatment for
her injuries.  She stated she often had black eyes and busted lips.

Sometimes, Georgia responded to Lewis’s violence with violence of her own.  She stated
she tried to kill him with a knife once, but a North Las Vegas police officer she thinks
was named “Smootie” stopped her and talked her down.  

After Marlo’s birth, Georgia got a job at the Tropicana Hotel as a housekeeper.  She soon
left that job when she was hired at McCarran Airport as a janitor.  It was at McCarran
that she met Paul Hardwick Sr., the father of her fourth child, Paul Junior (PJ).  -----------
---------------------------------------------  

It was after she met Hardwick that Georgia finally got away from Bobby Lewis.  Lewis
let her go without a fight.  Marlo was in elementary school at this time and the family
resided on J Street.  After they split up, Lewis asked to see the children, but Georgia
would not allow him to come to where she stayed.

Georgia constantly relocated her children, as evidenced in Marlo’s school records.  She
could not explain the moves during these interviews, other than to say sometimes she
liked to stay with family members.  Georgia stated that as she was always a recipient of
Section 8 housing benefits, so money was not an issue.

Medical and behavior issues

Marlo was a sickly child.  Georgia recalls he had something like the flu when he was a
few weeks old.  He had a nasty cough and mucus, these symptoms lasted a month.  She
thought Marlo should be hospitalized for this illness, however his doctor (Dr. Laruso)
prescribed strong antibiotics instead.
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Marlo fell out of a moving car when he was about five years old.  The accident happened
when Marlo was sitting to close to a door that had not been closed properly.   Although
he hit his head during the fall, Marlo was said to have jumped back up and into the car. 
There was no known loss of consciousness or visible injury.  Marlo was with Rosalyn
Harris, a family member of Georgia, when it happened.  (Rosalyn is deceased.)

Marlo “was mean”, even as a small child.  Georgia recalls he was” a hitter and biter”. 
She would not characterize his behavior as tantrums, but rather stated Marlo was mean
all the time.

Marlo’s behavior only got worse as he matured.  He was always picking fights with other
children in the neighborhood when they lived on Yale Street.

According to Georgia, Marlo used marijuana and cocaine during his teen years. He and
his cousin Jody (now deceased, son of John and Evelyn Thomas) were frequently high.

Misc.

Georgia did not have any insight into Marlo’s experiences at juvenile detention or the
juvenile facility at Elko.  When she saw him at the juvie facility, Marlo only stated he
hated the place.

Georgia was with Paul Hardwick for twelve years.  He was good to her and the children. 
Hardwick did not drink and always had a job.  They split up after twelve years when
Georgia met another man.

During recent years, Bobby Lewis apologized to Georgia for how he treated her when
they were young.  He chalked his violence up to being young and stupid.

Marlo’s capital murder trials

Georgia said she did not know what to expect when she took the witness stand.  She did
not know what questions were to be asked of her.  She referred to David Schieck as a
very nice man who seemed concerned with the case, compared to Marlo’s first attorney
(Pete LaPorta).  When I asked to see photos of Marlo as a child, Georgia noted she gave
them all to David Schieck and they were not returned to her after the trial.

Marlo told his mother that Pete LaPorta made a derogatory comment to someone without
knowing Marlo was present.  Marlko stated he overheard LaPorta say “Lets go get this
N!@@##” with regard to him.  
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