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LAS VEGAS SUN
Breaking News: O.J. Simpson granted parole in Las Vegas robbery

Temporary judge faces state sanctions
Monday, March 15, 2004 | 9:28 a.m.

CARSON CITY -- A Henderson attorney who gave up his right to practice law after being accused of

misappropriating $24,000 from a client is now in trouble with the state Judicial Discipline Commission.

The commission filed a 56-count complaint Friday against Peter LaPorta, who was a temporary justice of the

peace and municipal judge in Henderson. The commission said he bilked a family out of $6,750 in their efforts

to get their grandchild returned from Mexico.

The complaint also said that after LaPorta's license was suspended or placed on inactive status, he continued to

act as a temporary judge more than 50 times, which is a violation of the law.

LaPorta could not be reached for comment. He has 20 days to answer the complaint and ask for a hearing.

Mark Harrison had been given sole custody of his daughter Jessica but the mother took the child to Mexico.

Harrison's mother, Lydia Harrison, hired LaPorta after he said he had a friend in Mexico of 25 years who had

experience in the "extralegal extraction of children" from that country, according to the complaint.

In December 2000, the complaint said, Lydia Harrison paid $3,500 in cash to LaPorta. He then asked for

another $1,000, which he accepted while sitting in the judge's chambers in Henderson in January 2001, the

complaint said.

Lydia Harrison then paid LaPorta another $1,000. She handed the money to LaPorta in a public corridor and he

put it in his pocket under his judicial robe, the complaint said.

The complaint said Lydia Harrison made two more payments to LaPorta. The child was never returned.

LaPorta also got into trouble with the state bar when he refused or failed to pay dues. His license to practice law

was suspended in October 2001. But LaPorta continued to sit on the bench as a temporary judge in Henderson

Municipal Court.

In March 2002 he paid his back fees to the state bar and then elected to go on inactive status. But after that he

continued to preside over cases in Henderson Municipal Court.

The state bar and LaPorta reached an agreement on a disciplinary case in which he agreed to resign from the

bar. Under the agreement, LaPorta was to pay restitution of $24,000 to a former client.

The bar maintained jurisdiction over the case in order to make sure the $24,000 was being repaid.

The Judicial Discipline Commission could fine LaPorta or revoke his judge privileges. But he can't preside as a

judge anyway since he has resigned from the state bar.
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LAS VEGAS SUN

State defender’s office in turmoil as
LaPorta ousted
Bill Gang

Wednesday, Oct. 2, 1996 | 11:59 a.m.

Las Vegas attorney Peter LaPorta has been fired from his job as chief deputy state public defender, leaving the

fledgling office without a deputy qualified to defend death penalty cases.

The incident could change the way criminal defense services are provided for many defendants.

LaPorta is the second head of the Southern Nevada branch to be booted since the office opened in 1995.

Ironically, the person who is said to have fired LaPorta on Tuesday is Michael Roth, the first chief deputy, who

was ousted from Clark County because of management problems that resulted in numerous missed court

appearances.

Officially, a letter from newly appointed State Public Defender Steven McGuire states that LaPorta is stepping

down on Oct. 18 to pursue other interests.

Roth was kicked upstairs to become assistant state public defender. In Las Vegas, LaPorta cleaned up the

scheduling problems that, at one point, had some judges calling for the office to be shut down.

Some again are calling for its closure because of LaPorta's termination.

District Judge Myron Leavitt said some judges also have voiced concerns because the state agency has not

fulfilled its promise to provide a qualified staff.

While most indigent defense cases are handled by the Clark County public defender's office, some cannot be

because there are multiple defendants or other conflicts.

Those cases -- including many death penalty cases -- were farmed out to private attorneys. But the costs were

deemed to be excessively high and the state office was urged to open a branch in Las Vegas.

Clark County picked up the $450,000 annual tab and even provided office space.

But there were problems from the beginning trying to find competent lawyers willing to work for the state-

established salaries that were noticably less than the Clark County public defender's office.

"I told them we bought a pig in a poke (when the county contracted for the state services) but all we got were

piglets," said District Judge Sally Loehrer. "That's why this thing was doomed to fail."

The real problem was finding lawyers with enough experience to qualify under the Nevada Supreme Court's

strict "Rule 250" guidelines to defend death penalty cases.

Even LaPorta, who had sufficient jury trials under his belt and the years as an attorney to qualify, still needed

additional training before he could legally take the responsibility.

Once he was certified, he was deluged with death penalty cases.

"It was just getting to where it was working and the main guy isn't there," Leavitt lamented. "We just want the

court system to run smoothly."

State defender's office in turmoil as LaPorta ousted - Las Vegas Sun Ne... https://lasvegassun.com/news/1996/oct/02/state-defenders-office-in-turmo...
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LaPorta's replacement, according to McGuire's letter, will be former Assemblyman Lloyd Mann.

But Leavitt said Mann is not qualified to handle death penalty cases

LaPorta's firing distressed some District Court judges, who were said to have talked seriously about terminating

the state public defender's program in Las Vegas.

"All the judges are really concerned about is making sure there is adequate representation for defendants

charged with murder," Leavitt said.

The slack could be taken up once again by court appointed private lawyers, but some judges and others in the

legal community also are talking about establishing a second county public defender's office.

Although Clark County Public Defender Morgan Harris has resisted the concept over the years, he reportedly

has softened his position. It may be the push needed to set up an office to handle conflict cases that is

competitive and accountable to local authorities.

The problem of handling cases when there are conflicts, according to District Court Administrator Chuck Short,

is a national issue.

Short said over $1 billion annually is spent on conflict cases across the country.

Short said he is on a committee looking at how conflict cases should be handled. The committee includes three

district judges, a justice of the peace and representatives from the county public defender's office, the district

attorney's office and the private defense bar.

LaPorta also is on the committee, at least for the moment.

Although LaPorta is scheduled to leave his job on Oct. 18, Leavitt said he is scheduled to defend an accused

killer in a death penalty case beginning Oct. 14.

Leavitt said LaPorta has agreed to finish the case.

But the state public defender's office has 15 other trials scheduled before the first of the year and it is not clear

how those will be handled.

McGuire, who could not be reached Tuesday, has scheduled meetings with some judges this week. He is set to

address a district judges' meeting next week.

This reportedly is only the second time McGuire has been in Las Vegas since taking over the state office six

months ago following the resignation of James Jackson.
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'e 
Declaration of Walter Mac:iJf 

I, Walter Mack~ hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am '1'1 years old. I currently reside in Maricopa County, Arizona. I am a 

retired teacher with the Clark County School District. I was a special education 

teacher at Miley Achievement Center when Marlo Thomas was a student. 

2. Miley's classrooms were located in the mental health center near West 

Charleston Boulevard and Jones. The program fell under the Children's Health 

Unit within the Clark County School District. The Miley program accepted 

children with severe behavioral issues. I was certified to work with emotionally 

handicapped children. 

3. The goal at Miley was to introduce children to a degree of control they weren't 

receiving at home. In my experience, although children do not always enjoy 

living in a structured environment, they typically thrive when controls are set 

in place. At Miley, children usually started off in the more restrictive 

classrooms. As they showed progress, they moved to the less res-trictive 

classrooms. The end goal was to return the child back to the regular school 

system. Each student had his or her own specific program to follow. 

4. The staff greeted students at the bus each day and reminded students of their 

expectations. They also had the students empty their pockets in order to 
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prevent the transfer of contraband. I had a female assistant who made sure 

the young women in the program dressed appropriately. 

5. Once in the classroom, the staff went over each student's individualized 

program. Regardless of the child's age, they were taught at their level of 

comprehension. My supervisor, Patrick Mahony, had a very simple rule: no 

child goes home until all classwork and programs are finished. Patrick ran a 

very tight ship and didn't let anything slide. He pointed out every single thing 

a student didn't do. There were a couple of times when we actually had to take 

the kids home because they missed the bus. 

6. Although Miley followed Clark County's basic curriculum, the program's main 

focus was behavior. The students' progress throughout the day was tracked via 

a point card system. Students were awarded points for good behavior, such as 

staying on task and good manners. Rewards consisted of more recreational 

activities or time to pursue other self-interests. Point cards were collected and 

evaluated at the end of each day. If it was discovered that a child did not reach 

the appropriate point level for the day, they were given a writing assignment. 

In the assignment, the child had to identify components of their negative 

behavior and come up with possible corrective actions. 

7. I have reviewed a document numbered SPD04536, which is an October 29, 

1985, juvenile court petition concerning an incident on October 2, 1985, where 
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8. 

Marlo apparently struck me. I remember the incident in question but I don't 

think the report is right because I don't remember him hitting me. 

The whole incident started because Marlo was placJ in timeout. I don't 

remember exactly what caused him to be placed in timeout but I remember 

escorting him to the designated timeout area. Each classroom had an 

isolation/timeout room attached. There was a security camera located inside 

the timeout room that fed into a monitor on the teacher's desk. 

9. When a child was in timeout, they had to stand up straight, hands crossed 

behind their back, with their face directly towards the wall. Timeout typically 

lasted for only two minutes, and it was really designed to give the kids some 

space to discuss their issues. Normally, once a child displayed proper behavior 

and was able to identify their own wrong behavior, they were released from 

the timeout room. 

10. On the day of the incident, as the rest of the children were getting ready to 

head to the lunch room, I realized I had left something on my desk. I left the 

timeout room door open when I went back to retrieve the item. Marlo bolted 

from the timeout room and ran in the direction of the children lined up for 

lunch. While trying to escape, he made contact with multiple children in the 

line . It was at that time, he hit a young girl in the stomach. The staff were 

eventually able to catch up to Marlo and subdue him. He was found in a nearby 

church. 
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11. Christopher Milan is the first person from Marlo's defense team to ever contact 

me. If I had been asked to testify at Marlo's original trial in 1997, or his 

resentencing in 2005, I would have agreed and told the jurors the things in this 

declaration. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 

best of my knowledge, and that this declaration was executed in Maricopa County, 

Arizona, on J uhf _ll_, 2017. 

Walter Mack<&-:(A I~ ~ w c, ff-e, ~y I c:<t:- "'t €----
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Name Search Vehicle Search Geographical Search Community Notifications FAQs Resources Contact Us Definitions

Name:

Aliases:

Tier Level:

Gender/Race/DOB:

Primary Address:

Physical Description:

Return to Search Results Back to Search Form Submit a Tip

THOMAS, LARRY JAMES

Main Other Addresses Scars/Tattoos/Marks Vehicle Information

Picture Date: 6/6/2017

First Name: LARRY 

Middle Name: JAMES 

Last Name: THOMAS 

BOOGIE

THOMAS, LARRY J

Tier Level: 2 

Gender: Male

Race: Black

Ethnicity: Non-Hispanic

Year of Birth: 1966

1109 DOVER GLEN DR

NORTH LAS VEGAS, NV 89031

County: Clark

Height: 5 FT 9 IN

Weight: 200 LBS

Public Sex Offender Registry http://www.nvsexoffenders.gov/OffenderDetails.aspx?Display=Main&I...

1 of 2 7/13/17, 3:31 PM
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Offenses:

Conviction
Date

Conviction
Description

Court Name
Conviction

Name
Offense
Location

Institution
Name

04/08/1997
STATUTORY SEXUAL
SEDUCTION

EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT( NV002015J) CL

LARRY JAMES
THOMAS

N LAS VEGAS,
NV

HIGH DESERT
STATE PRISON

If you believe the listed information is in error, you may contact us via the "Submit a Tip" button above.

THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THIS SITE IS INTENDED FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY PURPOSES ONLY AND SHOULD
NOT BE USED TO THREATEN, INTIMIDATE, OR HARASS. MISUSE OF THIS INFORMATION MAY RESULT IN CRIMINAL
PROSECUTION.

Hair Color: Black

Eye Color: Brown

Public Sex Offender Registry http://www.nvsexoffenders.gov/OffenderDetails.aspx?Display=Main&I...

2 of 2 7/13/17, 3:31 PM

AA6279



EXHIBIT 146

EXHIBIT 146

AA6280



AA6281



EXHIBIT 147

EXHIBIT 147

AA6282



AA6283



EXHIBIT 148

EXHIBIT 148

AA6284



AA6285



EXHIBIT 149

EXHIBIT 149

AA6286



AA6287



EXHIBIT 150

EXHIBIT 150

AA6288



AA6289



AA6290



AA6291



EXHIBIT 151

EXHIBIT 151

AA6292



AA6293



AA6294



AA6295



AA6296



AA6297



AA6298



AA6299



AA6300



AA6301



AA6302



AA6303



AA6304



AA6305



AA6306



AA6307


	Appendix FINAL.pdf
	IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA
	APPELLANT’S APPENDIX

	Appendix FINAL 2.pdf
	IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA
	APPELLANT’S APPENDIX




