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Declaration of Tufui Tafuna 

I, Tufui Tafuna, hereby declare as follows: 

1. My name is Tufui Tafuna, my date of birth is ,  and I currently live in the 
village ofNiutoua, on the Island ofTongatapu, in the Kingdom of Tonga. I am the 
maternal first cousin ofSiaosi Vanisi, as my father Maile Tafuna and Siaosi' smother, 
Luisa Tafuna, were siblings. 

2. I immigrated to the United States with my parents, Maile Tafuna and Mele Tafuna, 
in the early 1970s and we settled in San Bruno, California, which is in the San 
Francisco Bay area. 

3. After Siaosi V anisi moved to San Bruno from Tonga when he was approximately six 
years old he was always a good kid as long as I knew him in San Bruno. Siaosi was 
the type who got along with everyone and was always making people laugh. Siaosi 
participated in sports and was a good football player. Siaosi got along with everyone 
and never had enemies that I was aware of Siaosi and I both regularly attended the 
local LDS church and participated in the Aaronic Priesthood youth program of the 
Church and he was successful in this program. 

4. Siaosi lived with our uncle Moli Tafuna and his aunt Toe'umu Tafuna, who was his 
adoptive mother, but my father Maile Tafuna was the "Alumotua" (head of the 
extended family) and was essentially Siaosi's adopted father and father figure. 

5. My father Maile was a great figure in San Bruno's Mormon Tongan community and 
was a patriarch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. He was a man 
who was very charitable and generous, but at the same time could be extremely harsh 
and authoritarian. My father spoke in a strict and authoritative manner and sometimeQ 
could be extremely, and vocally, critical of a person's faults. In my mind, by 
observing his interactions with others, I came to believe that this was just his nature 
and so I tried not to let it affect me. But a person could easily take his loud and 
critical talk as condemnation. This criticism seemed to me to be a source of shame 
for those who received it given my father's position with the church and the respect 
he had from members of the community. 

6. My father ran his immediate as well as extended family under the strict Tongan code 
ofbehavior, under which the male leader of the family has absolute say. As the head 
of the family whatever he decided was the law within our extended family. There 
were many incidents where my father slapped or beat my mother when she disagreed 
with him. I remember one time when she left him for at least a week because of his 
physical abuse. My father also beat his children and nephews, including me, when he 
felt that it was necessary to teach a lesson. I never thought of this as abuse because 
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it was just the way things were within our family. 

7. Siaosi had a very close relationship with his older brother Tevita Siu Vanisi. Tevita 
Siu was a troubled person, however, and was constantly in trouble. He was always 
looking to get high; he huffed glue, gasoline, White Out, and any other chemical that 
he thought would get him high. He also drank alcohol too much on a regular basis. 
He slurred and sometimes become angry when intoxicated and acted out in anger. 
There were times when he blacked out, and one time he described to me not 
remembering what he had done the night before. Siaosi never discussed his feelings 
about these behaviors, but always felt very close to Tevita Siu. I caught Tevita Siu 
huffing White Out in my room the day he died. I kicked him out of my room and he 
left. He died later that day from huffing White Out. I remember that Siaosi was 
extremely grief stricken by his brother's death and cried uncontrollably for days. 

8. Siaosi and his uncle Moli were very close. Moli was ill and bedridden from the time 
Siaosi arrived in the United States and Siaosi took care of him when Siaosi was a 
child. Siaosi helped to feed Moli, change Moli's soiled clothing and clean him. Moli 
died when Siaosi was 16 years old. Moli's death deeply affected Siaosi and Siaosi 
was depressed for a long time afterward. 

9. Siaosi's older brother, Stiveni, was very harsh on the younger children in the family. 
He physically beat Siaosi and the others when he felt that they were misbehaving. He 
said cruel things to the younger children about their behavior. Stiveni became an 
alcoholic by the time he was in his teenage years and he experienced black outs. He 
became so intoxicated that he did not know what he was doing. Later, he did not 
recall the things he had done or said. 

10. When Siaosi was about 19 years old he moved to Los Angeles, California, away from 
our family. I moved to Hawaii in 1987 and lived there until approximately 1994 or 
1995. Siaosi came to Hawaii one time, around 1993, for an event while I lived there. 
I saw him briefly and noticed that he was acting strangely. He did not seem like the 
Siaosi I knew before in San Bruno. He was acting hyper and sometimes staring off 
into the distance with a blank expression on his face. 

11. The last time I saw Siaosi before he was arrested was at his sister Sela's wedding in 
1997. I was responsible for running most of the errands so I did not have a lot oftime 
to interact with him, but I did notice that he was acting in a strange way. He seemed 
very hyperactive and spoke in a rushed manner. Siaosi was wearing a jacket with the 
arms cut off, and he was climbing on stage to get odd angles with the video camera 
that he was using. Again, he did not seem like the same Siaosi that I knew growing 
up in San Bruno. 

12. The second husband ofSiaosi's mother, Luisa, was a man named Mr. Uluave and he 
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used to beat her in front Siaosi and his siblings. I don't have a recollection of seeing 
the abuse firsthand, but I remember coming in afterwards and fmding my aunt Luisa 
and her children crying because of what Mr. Uluave had done. My father and the 
other men in my family never intervened to help Luisa or talk to Mr. Uluave about 
the way he treated her. This was considered to be a private matter within my aunt 
Luisa's marriage. Luisa ultimately left and divorced Mr. Uluave and I believe that it 
was over the physical abuse. 

13. My family was in shock when they heard about the crime that Siaosi committed. It 
was never really discussed in the family. Although my father was known for bringing 
people together to help family members who were in trouble, nothing was ever done 
to assist Siaosi. It was as if the family were ashamed of the situation and did not want 
anyone to know about it. No one in the family has ever talked to me about Siaosi's 
crime or sentence. It's as if it is a taboo in the family. I didn't even know that Siao~i 
was on death row until Assistant Federal Public Defender Ben Scroggins came to 
interview me with his investigator Herbert Duzant and interpreter Ms. Manu 
Tu'uholoaki. 

14. I was never contacted by Siaosi's trial attorneys nor anyone else representing Siaosi. 
Mr. Scroggins and Mr. Duzant are the first persons working on Siaosi' s behalf to ever 
contact me. Had I been interviewed earlier I would have provided all of the 
information that is contained within declaration. I also would have been wilJing to 
testifY and I would have asked the jury to spare the life of my cousin. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration was executed on January Z. Z. 2011 in Nioutoua, Tongatapu, Tonga. 
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Declaration Of Toeumu Tafuna 

I, Toeumu Tafuna, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Toeumu Tafuna, I am 66 years old and I currently reside in San Bruno, 
California. I am the maternal Aunt of Siaosi Vanisi, but I raised him as my own son since 
he was a small child. Siaosi's biological mother, my sister Luisa Tafuna, gave him to me 
when he was born in 1970. Siaosi was the fifth ofth even ch~i~ld~r~e::n~~~~~!!.Y:.i:!l~,t~.·~~~.~··· ~--o...Jt 
Luisa gave her first two children, Sitiveni an Kalolin ~ way to our older brother Moli 
Tafuna and his wife Lose, and she gave her six c 1 d, Moale Tafuna, to relatives of his 
father. Luisa only raised her third, fourth and seventh children, who are Sela Vanisi, Tevita 
Vanisi and Tupou Uluave. 

2. Luisa gave me Siaosi out of the love that she had for me. I did not have any children of my 
owu, and Luisa wanted to be sure that I had someone to take care of me when I became older. 
Luisa was also busy raising two other children, Sela and Tevita Vanisi, on her own because 
their father, Maka' Afa Vanisi, abandoned Luisa while she was carrying Siaosi. So, Luisa 
giving me Siaosi, was also a way to help her out in the situation that Maka'afa left her in. 
Our family has a tradition of coming together to help one another, and these types of internal 
family adoptions are a nonnal practice in Tongan culture. 

3. No one in the family told Siaosi that Luisa was his biological mother when he was a 
youngster, and he believed that I was his biological mother. I thought it was eaSJei~for Siaosi 
to believe that I was his biological mother since I was the one raising him. I also made Siaosi 
use the last name Tafuna because his father, Maka' afa Vanisi, never did anything to help or 
contribute to Siaosi's upbringing, and I saw no point in Siaosi using his father's last name. 

4. I am the one in the family who gave Siaosi the nickname Pe, which mean's baby in Tongan. 
No matter how old he became he was always my baby. My eldest sister, Toa Vimahi, did 
not like to hear anyone in the family calling Siaosi by the name ofPe when he was growing 
up. Toa thought it was not good for Siaosi's self-esteem to hear people calling him baby, 
especially when he became a teenager and an adult. Most of us in the family didn't see 
anything wrong with this nickname so it has stuck with Siaosi throughout his life, even to 
this day. 

5. During his pre-adolescent years, Siaosi was a good child, very social, he usually followed 
directions and did as he was told. Siaosi was also stubborn at times. Back in Tonga, Siaosi 
got into fights with our neighbor's dog even though the dog kept getting the best of him. 
During the first fight, the dog scratched Siaosi on the head and caused a cut. The second 
time, the dog bit Siaosi on the side ofhis face and he was rushed to Vaiola Hospital where 
he received stitches for his wound. Siaosi never feared the dog, even after being taken to the 
hospital, and he kept going to the neighbor's house to visit his friends. His friends' parents 
began tying down the dog to keep him away from Siaosi when he visited. 
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6. In 1973, when Siaosi was three years old, I had to leave Siaosi in Tonga because I had to 
move to the United States to care for my sickly brother, Moli Tafuna. I couldn't Siaosi 
along with me because he was not my biological child and all his official paperwork had 
Luisa and Maka'afa's names listed as his parents. No one, including me, told Siaosi that I 
was leaving for America until we were halfway to the airport. Siaosi cried profusely and was 
refusing to stay behind with my sister, Luisa, and the rest of the family. I was the only 
mother that Siaosi knew and he could not understand why I was leaving him behind. I tried 
to calm Siaosi down by hugging him, kissing him and telling him that I would send for him 
as soon as I could, but Siaosi was unconsolable. Siaosi's sister, Sela, was the one who had 
to take Siaosi from me and carry him away as I was heading towards my plane. 

7. During my two year absence, I wrote to Siaosi and the family about three times. I 
communicated to Siaosi through these letters and sent him photographs to keep in his room. 
Siaosi missed me desperately and he cried a lot during those two years. Even though the 
family had a phone in the house, Tonga was unable to receive or make phone calls to the 
U.S. at that time, so we never spoke. 

8. In 1976, Siaosi came to the U.S, and I was reunited with him. He was very stand- offish and 
hesitant with me and acted like he did not know who I was. Luisa told Siaosi to go to your 
mother and then I took him and gave him a bath. After I bathed Siaosi, he warmed up to me 
and acted like he finally recognized me. Siaosi gave me a big hug and we restarted our 
relationship together. 

9. Siaosi did not know English when he first moved to California and he had to learn English 
as a second language. At first, I tried talking to Siaosi exclusively in English to help him 
learn it better, but then one of his teachers told me that it wasn't necessary. The teacher 
explained that Siaosi would learn English just from being around his new environment. 
From that point onwards, I spoke to Siaosi only in Tongan to ensure that he'd never forget 
his native langnage. 

10. Siaosi's grades throughout his school history weren't the best, but not the worst, and I do 
not recall specifically how well or bad he did in elementary and middle school. Siaosi was 
a "C" and "D" student in high school. Siaosi never told me what subject gave him the most 
difficulty, and I could not always help him with homework because of language barriers. 
There were no educational services or assistance in the school system back then for children 
who were South Pacific Islanders. 

I 1. Siaosi was outgoing throughout his childhood and he always had a lot of friends. Siaosi was 
always willing to help his friends and family members whenever he could. When Siaosi was 
in the 121

h grade he was in an architecture class and everyone was given an assignment on 
how to build a home. One ofSiaosi's friends didn't know what to do, so Siaosi gave the 
friend all of his work to turn into the teacher as if the friend did it him or herself. Siaosi 
ended up receiving a "D" in the class while his friend got an "A" for the work that Siaosi did. 
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Nevertheless, Siaosi was not bothered by the outcome. 

12. Siaosi got into around the neighborhood at times, but it was usually to protect his 
friends. Siaosi was always very protective of his friends and family members. 

13. I was called to school for Siaosi' s disciplinary issues at times, but it was usually because he 
talked too mnch in school while the teachers were conducting lessons. One of his teachers 
once told me that needed to make sure that he goes to Law School, and that he'd make 
a good attorney because of the way that he loved talking. 

14. Siaosi was about 12 years old when I first told him Luisa was his biological mother. I was 
urged to do so by my older brother, Maile Tafuna, because he thought that it was time for 
Siaosi to know the truth. Luisa was still telling Siaosi that I was his mother and she always 
told him to go back to me whenever he tried to discuss the matter with her. 

15. I believe that Siaosi's uncle, Moli Tafuna, was his father figure. Moli and Siaosi were 
always close to one another from the time that Siaosi came to the states at 6 or 7 years old 
until the time of Moli's death in 1986. Even though Moli had several health issues, he 
always treated Siaosi with a lot of love and affection. Moli taught Siaosi how to read and 
how to dance, and he always gave Siaosi the most attention out of everyone in the house 
before his health condition worsened and he became bedridden. 

16. Whenever Moli had to go to Hawaii to stay with other family members there, Siaosi became 
very bothered and concerned over Moli's absence from the house. Siaosi nervously asked 
me, and others in the house, "What did you all do with him" .... "Where is he" .... "I need him." 
Siaosi depended on Moli emotionally during his first few years in California, and he didn't 
feel secure whenever Moli was not around. Whenever Moli returned home Siaosi was much 
happier. 

17. When Moli's father in-law, Moleni, moved into their home he became a grandfather figure 
for Siaosi. Moleni and Siaosi shared a bedroom in the house and Moleni was able to do 
more things with Siaosi because he was in better physical shape than Moli , even though 
Moleni had health issues of his own. Moleni died of old age and various health conditions 
around 1985. Siaosi was deeply affected by Moleni's passing. Siaosi cried a lot, and he 
became withdrawn and depressed for several weeks. Ten years later, Siaosi named his 
second son "Moleni", in honor of the close relationship that he shared with the elder Moleni. 
One ofMoleni's nieces became very angry with Siaosi for doing this because he was not a 
blood relative of Moleni and this violated a cultural rule in Tongan tradition. A blood 
relation is usually required in these types of situations and only one of Moleni 's children 
could give Siaosi the permission to use their father's name in this manner. Most people in 
the family did not care about the tradition because everyone knew how close Siaosi and 
Moleni were. 
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18. Within a year oflosing Moleni, Siaosi's uncle Moli died after a long battle with his illnesses. 
Moli had a brain tumor and several debilitating strokes. Siaosi was deeply affected by his 
passing as well. Siaosi cried a lot, and he became withdrawn and depressed for several 

Siaosi was about 14 and 15 when he lost both Moleni and Moli. 

19. Siaosi's next loss came a year later when his brother, Tevita Vanisi, died at 17 years old. 
Tevita walked into a 7-Eleven convenience store one day and collapsed. Tevita was 
immediately rushed to a nearby hospital but was pronounced dead by the time he arrived at 
the hospital. Siaosi took Tevita's death very hard, he cried a lot and was depressed for 
several weeks afterwards. 

20. When Siaosi was about 10 or 11 years old, my brother, Maile Tafuna, became Siaosi's main 
role model after Moli, due to illness, took a turn for the worst, and he could no longer 
communicate because of a series of strokes. Maile was a hard working and outspoken person 
who was always challenging the youths in the family to do their best in life. Maile expected 
all ofthe children in the family to be faithful to the LDS church, receive as much education 
as possible, to work in good careers and to be better than he was. Maile challenged and 
stayed behind Siaosi to do the right thing when he was growing up, and even after he moved 
away. Whenever Siaosi returned to San Bruno for a visit, Maile always pressured Siaosi to 
explain what he was doing to better himself in Los Angeles. 

21. Looking back, I can see how Siaosi could have felt like Maile didn't love him, but I feel it 
was simply a misunderstanding in the communication between them. I am certain that Maile 
loved Siaosi, but Siaosi was too young to realize it. Maile loved me enough to try to make 
sure that Siaosi became successful so that he could take care of me in my old age. I believe 
that Maile was a good force in Siaosi's life and I saw nothing wrong with the way that Maile 
spoke to and reprimanded Siaosi. I feel that Siaosi should have known that Maile meant well 
by everything that he told him, even when he was putting Siaosi down. Siaosi never spoke 
to me about his feelings towards Maile at any time, and I do not know why. I think that 
Saiosi knew that I would have sided with Maile and would ask him what he did to make 
Maile talk to him that way. 

22. I only recall Siaosi being rushed to hospital about four times during his upbringing. Around 
age 3, Siaosi was rushed to Viola Hospital, in Tonga, where he received treatment for a dog 
bite on his face. When Siaosi was 6 to 8 years old, he sustained a cut on the top of his head 
when he tried to crawl under a fence, in San Bruno, California, and was rushed to a local 
hospital for treatment. At age 12, Siaosi received an emergency ear surgery at Mill Hospital 
in San Mateo, California after it was discovered that he had a broken eardrum. Siaosi's 
eardrum broke all of a sudden and he was in the hospital for two days. At age 15 or 16, 
Siaosi was playing with another youth at the local LDS Tongan ward when the other child 
pushed him through a glass partition. Siaosi was rushed to a local hospital where he received 
stitches. 
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23. As far a_<; I recall, Siaosi's biggest issue in school was his talking. Siaosi had a problem with 
quietly sitting in his seat and listening to his teachers while classes were in session. Siaosi 
was very talkative in class and he liked socializing with his classmates. During one parent
teacherconference, a teacher told me that I should put him in Law School because of the way 
that he enjoyed talking all of the time. 

24. Siaosi has always spoken very rapidly ever since he was a child. It seemed at times like his 
mind was moving faster than his mouth and his mouth was trying to keep up. 

25. I was Siaosi's main disciplinarian while he was growing up. Whenever Siaosi misbehaved, 
I punished him by scolding him, spanking him, taking away privileges and making him stay 
home. When I scolded Siaosi, I yelled at him and spoke to him in a harsh manner at times. 
When I took away Siaosi's privileges or prevented him from going outside to play, he 
sometimes threw temper tantrums. Siaosi hated nothing more than staying in the house all 
day. When I spanked Siaosi, I usually beat him on his hands and buttocks with a stick or a 
wooden spoon. Siaosi never moved or so much as flinched whenever I spanked him. Siaosi 
just took his beating and then he would go into his room and cry. Maile told me to stop 
beating Siaosi because he believed that it was creating a lot of anger in him. So, I stopped 
beating Siaosi around the age of 12. 

26. Siaosi ate pretty healthy when he was growing up, but he did enjoy eating junk food 
everyday. I made breakfast for Siaosi each day before he left for school, and his lunch meals 
were provided by his schools. After school Siaosi always stopped at a local store to buy 
junk food on the way home. Siaosi's favorite junk foods were ice cream, potato chips and 
a Tongan fried cake. 

27. Siaosi enjoyed bike riding and playing basketball, and he did both activities with friends and 
by himself. I estimate that Siaosi did these activities by himself at least half the time, and 
three times a week on average. Sioasi also enjoyed attending the weekly youth program 
meetings at our LDS church. 

28. Siaosi was overly clean when he was a teenager. Siaosi loved taking showers and bathing 
multiple times a day, and I frequently had to knock on the door to remind Siaosi that he was 
taking too long. Siaosi always took long showers and often ran up the water bill. I had to 
restrict his use of the shower to save money. 

29. Siaosi also couldn't leave the house unless his clothes were clean and coordinated. Siaosi 
was very detail oriented in the way that his clothes and hair looked, and he was frequently 
teased about it by his cousins and friends at school and church. Siaosi's older brother, 
Sitiveni, often teased him and said that Siaosi was trying to be white in the way that he 
dressed and acted. 

30. Siaosi always spent time with white children around the neighborhood and associated with 
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very few Tongan kids. Siaosi never told me why he chose to spend time with white children 
almost exclusively. 

31. Whenever Siaosi was interested in girls at high school, he brought home pictures of them 
and told me they were his girlfriends. Siaosi did this on several occasions and they were all 
Caucasian girls and never Tongan. Siaosi went to various proms, beginning in the 1 01

h grade, 
and all but one of the girls were white. One Tongan girl asked Siaosi to accompany her to 
a prom and he agreed. Myself, and others in the family, were excited that Siaosi was finally 
showing interest in a Tongan girl because it was important to us culturally speaking. We 
believed that becoming involved with someone from another culture made things harder for 
both individuals, and we always wanted the following generations to maintain our strong 
Tongan traditions and identity. Nevertheless, Siaosi's interest in this girl was short lived and 
none of us in the family ever saw her again after the prom. 

32. I took care of all of Siaosi's needs throughout the time that he lived with me. However, 
Siaosi did have a few chores that he did weekly or from time to time. Siaosi took the trash 
out after school once a week. On Sundays, Siaosi either washed the dishes or set the dinner 
table. I sometimes sent Siaosi to the local 7-Eleven store to buy simple things like milk or 
butter, but he never had to do any major shopping for the household. 

33. Siaosi never had a job during his school years and he depended on me for any money that he 
needed. When Siaosi was younger, I used to give him $1.50 whenever he wanted to buy a 
snack- usually a soft drink and chips. However, when Siaosi became a high school student, 
I placed his name on my bank account so that he could withdraw money whenever he needed 
to. Sometimes Siaosi asked me for permission before he made any withdrawals, other times 
he didn't. Either way, I never became upset with him because when the money ran out that 
was it and I only put money in when I wanted to. 

34. I enrolled Siaosi in the LDS Church's youth program. The meetings were usually held once 
a week from 6:00-9:00PM. Siaosi never went to the church on his own because Lose usually 
dropped him off and picked him up. 

35. When Siaosi was 10 years old, he had to help bathe Moleni, at least twice a week, and this 
continued until Moleni died, when Siaosi was about 15 years old. 

36. By the time that Siaosi started high school, he also helped me care for my brother Moli, who 
was bedridden by this time. Siaosi used to help out at least once a week for about an hour 
to give me a break. Siaosi used to clean Moli's body, change his sheets and feed him. 

37. At 17 years old, Siaosi would sometimes babysit his niece and nephew, the children of his 
sister ~e. He usually stayed in the house with them or took them out for McDonald's 
meals. 
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38. During Siaosi's teenage years, he had a lot of problems following directions. 1 had to 

repeatedly remind him to do various things. A good example of this was taking out the trash, 

which was his only household chore. Even though Siaosi only had to take the trash out one 

night a week, myself and others in the house, always had to tell him to do it or else it would 

never get done. Siaosi couldn't remember to do many things on his own. 

39. Siaosi was very forgetful as a teenager. Besides forgetting to take out the trash, Siaosi also 

forgot to do his homework and other things, at times. I was always reminding Siaosi to do 

one thing or another all ofthe time. Siaosi also had difficulties with finishing various tasks 

that he started. I felt like Siaosi had a short attention span. 

40. Siaosi began working at different places around San Bruno after he graduated from high 

school, but he never held onto jobs for long periods of time. Some of his jobs included a 

clothing store at age 18. Siaosi applied for this job because he liked the "Miami Vice" type 

of jacket that they sold and he wanted to buy them for himself Siaosi worked at this store 

for about 3 months and then quit because he became tired of working. Siaosi used his entire 

checks to purchase all the jackets that he wanted, and there was no longer a need for him to 

work at the store. 

41. Siaosi worked at a Pizzeria at age 18. Siaosi loved eating pizza when he was younger. He 

applied for a job at a local pizzeria so that he could eat all the pizza that he desired. Siaosi 

worked there for a while until he had his fill of eating pizza and then he quit. 

42. At 19 yrs old, Siaosi did not have a job. This is when he went on the failed mission. Upon 

retoming from the mission, Siaosi worked with Bishop Tonga in his construction business. 

Siaosi approached this job with the same lackadaisical attitude that he did the clothing store 

and the pizzeria. Siaosi stopped showing up for work consistently, and only went in when 

he needed extra money. 

43. All of the money that Siaosi earned following high school was his own, and I never asked 

or expected him to pay any bills or contribute to the household. I also never stopped giving 

Siaosi money whenever he needed extra cash even after he started working 

44. Siaosi received his driver's license when he was 17 or 18 yrs old, and saved some money 

to purchase a cheap used car on the streets. The car did not run well and had many 

mechanical issues, and Lose gave him a car when his stopped working. Siaosi never traveled 

by himself more than about a 3 miles radius from home in his car. Siaosi also would never 

go north of San Bruno or south ofMillbrae or Burlingame when he was alone. 

45. Siaosi was accepted for an LDS mission at age 19 and he was sent to the training center in 

Utah. While he was at the training center he found out that he had impregnated a Tongan girl 

in San Bruno before leaving on his mission. Siaosi told his superiors at the training center 
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about his sinful act, and that is when he was made to leave his mission and retnrn home. 

What made matters worse is when we discovered that Siaosi had impregnated his first

cousin, the daughter of his father's brother, Siaosi Vanisi. Siaosi had actually been named 

after this same uncle at birth, but Siaosi did not know him or his family. Siaosi had no idea 

that the girl was his cousin because her last name was not Vanisi and the last name that he 

used in school was Tafuna. It was an honest mistake, but it was still a taboo in our family. 

It is never acceptable for first-cousins to have children together because first-cousins are the 

same as brothers and sisters in Tongan culture. As a result, the child was taken away and 

raised by other relatives of the mother, and Siaosi was never a part of the child's life. 

46. When Siaosi told me that he wanted to attend college in Los Angeles I was against the idea 

at the beginning. [ knew that Siaosi lacked maturity and was incapable of taking care of 

himself. Siaosi had problems holding down his jobs and he always quit them for no reason 

shortly after beginning. I initially forbade Siaosi from leaving San Bruno, but I eventnally 

told him that he could do whatever he wanted. Siaosi was leaving for a good cause, a college 

education, and I was the one who encouraged him to go back to school to get a degree. I also 

believed that this was Siaosi's opportunity to go off on his own and learn how to take care 

of himself. No one in the family wanted Siaosi to leave, but I didn't want to be selfish. 

47. After Siaosi left for Los Angeles, he enrolled in El Camino college. I stayed in touch with 

him and I regularly sent money to help him pay for his expenses. When Siaosi first went to 

Los Angeles he stayed with his maternal cousin, Makalo Lolohea, for a while before finding 

a place of his own. Makalo is older than Siaosi and should be in his late 50's or early 60's 

now. There is not a lot of family living in Los Angeles. Siaosi was only in school for a 

semester or two before he decided that he wanted to pursue a career in Hollywood as an 

actor. 

48. Siaosi spent some time in the Phoenix, Arizona area for a while because he wanted to attend 

college there, but I do not know what became of those plans or why Siaosi did not complete 

his stndies there. 

49. After leaving Arizona, Siaosi started moving around southern California. Siaosi never lived 

in San Bruno again, but he periodically retnrned for visits. I don't know much about Siaosi 's 

experiences and daily activities during his life outside San Bruno, other than what he told me. 

50. I was disappointed in Siaosi when he decided to marry DeAnn because I had never met her, 

DeAnn was white and I wanted Siaosi to marry a Tongan woman. When Siaosi called me 

to ask me to come to his wedding, I refused. I told Siaosi that he was on his own if that was 

the wife that he chose and if that's where he wanted to live. No one in the family from San 

Bruno attended Siaosi's wedding out of respect for me and my decision not to attend. Siaosi 

had no reaction towards my decision not to attend his wedding. He just said "Okay." The 

onlyfamilymemberwho attended Siaosi's wedding was DavidKinikini from SaltLakeCity, 

Utah. David was living in Los Angeles at the time. My brother Maile Tafuna was going to 
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attend Siaosi' s wedding, but changed his mind when he saw that I was against it. 

51. During my discussions with Siaosi' s representatives during the time of the trial, I was never 
asked about most of the things that I have stated within this declaration. Had I been asked, 
I would have provided Siaosi's former attorneys with everything that I have stated in this 
declaration. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on April_l2011 in San Bruno, California. 
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Declaration of Herbert Duzant's 
Interview with Michael Finau 

I, Herbert Duzant, declare as follows: 

1. I am employed as an investigator with the Law Offices of the Federal Public 
Defender. I have been assigned to work on the federal habeas corpus petition ofSiaosi 
Vanisi. As part of my responsibilities regarding Mr. Vanisi's case, I traveled to San 
Bruno, California to interview members of his family. 

2. On May 17, 2010, I conducted an interview with Michael Finau, at his residence, 363 
Taylor A venue, San Bruno, California 94066. My colleagues, Ben Scroggins and Denise 
Paris, were also present during this interview. 

3. Michael Finau is 39 years old and he currently resides in San Bruno, California. He 
is Siaosi Vanisi's first cousin. Michael's father, Esei Finau-Tafuna, was the older 
brother of Siaosi's mother, Luisa Tafuna. Siaosi and Michael are only a year apart 
and have known each other since Siaosi was about nine years old. Siaosi and Michael 
were also roommates in Mesa, Arizona and Redondo Beach, California, during their 
early and late twenties. 

4. Siaosi had only been living in the states for a couple of years at that time when they 
first met one another. Siaosi was living with their aunt Toeumu, and she was raising 
him as her son because Siaosi's mom, Luisa, had given him to Toeumu when Siaosi 
was born. Siaosi and Toeumu were living in the home of their uncle, Molitunua 
Tafuna and his wife Lose. 

5. During their earliest conversations, Michael found that Siaosi's English was good 
enough to understand and they did not have any problems communicating. At that 
time, Siaosi did not talk much to him about his emotions and feelings. 

6. When they became adults, Siaosi used to tell Michael how hard it was for him when 
he was a child. Siaosi was very confused by the situation of being born to Luisa 
Tafuna, and then raised by their Aunt Toeumu, as if she were his biological parent. 

7. Siaosi was further confused and suffered deep feelings of abandonment when Toeumu 
left him in Tonga, at 5 years old, and went to the states. Siaosi did not understand 
why she could not take him along with her and he felt alone. 

8. When Siaosi came to the states to be reunited with the family, he had difficulties 
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relating to his new environment. Siaosi did not understand the people around him, 
who were outside of the family, and he felt out of place, like he did not belong there. 
Siaosi sometimes felt like he wanted to go home where everything seemed more 
normal to him. 

9. Michael did not see much ofSiaosi and the San Bruno family members during his late 
high school years because his family stopped traveling to California during that time. 
Then, his father passed away in 1989 and Michael spent half of that year living with 
his brother in Hawaii. He later moved to San Bruno to live with family members in 
1990, and he started spending time with Siaosi again. 

10. In 1990, Siaosi was sent off to participate in a Mormon Mission. It was around the 
same time that Siaosi had gotten a local San Bruno girl pregnant, and he had to stop 
his mission and return home. Michael believes that Siaosi intentionally did this 
because he did not want to do the Mission. 

11. A few months after Siaosi returned from his mission, he decided to move to Los 
Angeles to pursue his dreams of becoming an actor. Siaosi told Michael that he tried 
out for a pirate role in the movie Hook, but did not get it. While on the set, Siaosi said 
that he met Steven Spielberg but did not know it until afterwards. After Siaosi had 
been living in Los Angeles for a few months, he tried to talk Michael into coming 
down from San Bruno to live with him. However, he turned his offer down. 

12. In 1992, Siaosi left Hollywood and came to live with Michael in Mesa, Arizona. 
They were living with a third roommate, whose last name was Mills and he was the 
son of a homicide cop. Mills was actually the one whose name was on the lease, and 
they were rooming with him. Siaosi and Mills got into a dispute one day over money 
for an electricity bill, and Mills moved out. Mills never filed police report and Siaosi 
was not arrested. 

13. It was around this time that Siaosi began having issues with who he was. Siaosi came 
home one day and told Michael that he was no longer going by the name Siaosi or 
George Tafuna and that he preferred for him, and everyone else, to call him Perrin 
V anace. Siaosi explained that he chose the name Perrin because he always liked Lea 
and Perrins Sauce. 

14. During the same time, Siaosi began denying his heritage. Siaosi started telling people 
that he was from New Caledonia, another South Pacific Island, and he denied having 
any ties to Tonga. Many of the local Tongans knew that Michael was half Tongan 
and that Siaosi was his cousin. When they asked him if Siaosi was really Tongan, he 
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told them yes. The local Tongan community frequently spoke to Siaosi in Tongan 
whenever they saw him around Mesa, but he always pretended like he did not 
understand them, and told them that he was not from Tonga. This outraged many 
people in the local Tongan community and Siaosi was ostracized. 

15. As time went on, Siaosi and Michael parted ways because Siaosi had problems 
holding down jobs, and often was unable to pay his half of the rent. Siaosi lived on 
his own in Mesa, for a few months, before he decided to move back to Los Angeles. 
Michael did not see Siaosi again untill995 when he relocated to Los Angeles. Siaosi 
had a daughter, Kylie, with a girl in Mesa, before he left town. 

16. In 1995 when Michael relocated to Los Angeles , he moved in with Siaosi and his 
wife, DeAnn. Siaosi was waiting tables at a restaurant and still trying to become an 
actor. Michael got a job waiting tables as well. Siaosi' s wife, DeAnn, had two jobs 
working as a cocktail waitress and something else. Siaosi seemed normal at first but 
then he started acting weird again. 

17. About a year later, I 996, Siaosi decided to stop working and just sit around doing 
nothing. Siaosi had no motivation to work any job and he wasn't even pursuing his 
acting career at that time. DeAnn was still holding down two jobs and she was the 
couple's sole source of income during this period. The situation placed a great strain 
on their marriage. 

I 8. In early 1997, Siaosi began exhibiting strange personality issues. Siaosi used various 
names for the personalities that he had, and he spoke, acted and dressed differently 
when he was in each of the personalities. Sometimes the pitch in his voice and the 
way that he walked changed between each of the personalities. Furthermore, his 
actions for each specific personality were always consistent whenever he was in them. 
Siaosi never mixed them up. 

I 9. The main personalities that Siaosi had were GiaComo, Sonny Brown, Perrin V anacey 
and Rocky. Each personality had different behavioral patterns. These personalities 
also had nothing to do with any parts or roles that Siaosi was seeking to play in 
movies or televisions. They were totally unrelated to his work, and Michael had 
never seen Siaosi prepare for roles in this manner. He can only recall the behavior 
patterns of two of Siaosi' s various personalities, which were Gia Como and Sonny 
Brown. 

20. GiaComo was an Italian personality. Whenever Siaosi was GiaComo, he spoke in 
an exaggerated and stereotypical Italian accent and he sometimes dressed like a 
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mobster. 

21. Sonny Brown was a Crocodile Dundee type of a character. When Siaosi was in this 
personality, he dressed up like he was on a safari, and often wore a hat with a wig and 
a sleeveless jacket or vest. 

22. Siaosi dressed up in various colored wrestling tights with capes around his neck as if 
he were some kind of super hero. Michael does not recall the name that was 
associated with this character. He saw Siaosi in this outfit as least three to four times 
a week in the months leading up to Sela and Edgar's wedding. Siaosi wore this outfit 
around the house and around the community. People in the neighborhood often stared 
at him and thought that he had lost his mind. Michael thought the same thing, and 
Siaosi's wife was bothered by his activities as well. Siaosi was even kicked out of a 
few neighborhood establishments because he was scaring the customers and the staff. 
Siaosi owned various wigs and he had an obsession with hats. It seemed like he used 
his hats and wigs to transform/manifest his various personalities. 

23. Michael was disturbed by Siaosi' s bizarre behavior and he tried talking sense to him 
and suggested that he seek professional help. Whenever he talked to Siaosi about 
seeking help, Siaosi always said, "Okay, let me consult with my doctor", and then 
he'd go into his room, close the door and Michael heard him talking like he was on 
the phone. He always believed that Siaosi was actually on the phone with his doctor 
until one day when he went into Siaosi's room. To his surprise, when he walked into 
Siaosi's room, he saw Siaosi holding an in depth and serious conversion with a bottle 
of Dr. Pepper that he had on his dresser. This is when Michael had no doubt that 
Siaosi was totally out of his mind. 

24. Siaosi also started complaining that he was losing his sense of time, and that there 
were patches of time that he could not give an account of what he had been doing. 
This happened on at least three occasions that Michael remembers, the last one taking 
place just before Siaosi moved to Reno, Nevada. 

25. A few weeks after Sela's wedding, Siaosi's wife, DeAnn, moved out of the house 
with their children. She reached her breaking point and couldn't take living with him 
anymore. Siaosi' s behavior became worse after his wife left him. Siaosi was still 
unemployed and he was back trying to get a job as an actor. Michael paid the bills 
for the apartment and took care of Siaosi, and in return, Siaosi promised to take care 
of him when he made it big in Hollywood. 

26. After DeAnn left, Siaosi started getting calls for acting jobs. Siaosi was in a few 
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commercials, the most popular being one that he did for Miller Light Beer. Siaosi 
was also cast as an extra, or low level role, in a film that was being shot in China, but 
Michael does not recall the name of the movie. Siaosi was told that he needed to lose 
weight for the role so he started taking a diet drug called Fen-Phen. 

27. While Siaosi was away in China, Michael went into his room one day looking for a 
pen to write with. When he entered Siaosi's room, he found hundreds of empty 
bottles ofFen-Phen all over Siaosi's room. There were bottles all ofhis floor, under 
his bed and dresser and piled up in his closest. It seemed like Siaosi must have been 
consuming numerous bottles a day of this medication. 

28. Fen-Phen was a prescription drug and Michael couldn't understand how a health care 
professional could be so callous in giving this drug to Siaosi. When he read the 
prescription information on the bottles, he discovered that they had all been prescribed 
by a weight loss center in Manhattan Beach, California. 

29. Siaosi's wife, DeAnn, later told Michael that she knew that he was taking this 
medication before she left him and that it used to keep him up for days at a time. 
When DeAnn accompanied Siaosi to Sela's wedding in San Bruno, Siaosi did not 
sleep one wink for the entire 5 days that they were away. Siaosi was awake from the 
time that they left Los Angeles for San Bruno and until they returned home. 

30. After Fen-Phen was outlawed in late 1997, Siaosi began abusing illegal drugs and 
narcotics for the first time in his life. Michael saw Siaosi with crystal meth in his 
possession and he told him what it was, and that he was using it. 

31. Siaosi also began smoking marijuana for the first time in his life, and he abused it 
everyday. Siaosi was also drinking alcohol everyday, until he was intoxicated. He 
abused multiple drugs at once, and on most occasions, crystal meth was always a part 
of the mix. The fact that Siaosi was abusing drugs was strange for Michael because 
previously, Siaosi had always been against even the idea of using drugs. Siaosi was 
also a strong anti-drug advocate and he didn't hang out with people who abused 
drugs. 

32. As Siaosi became older, he complained about police harassment and abuse. Siaosi's 
experiences with law enforcement officials taught him that the police treated him, and 
other South Pacific Islanders, differently and more discriminatory than people in other 
communities. Siaosi felt this way when he was a juvenile, and his feelings about the 
matter intensified as the years went on and he became an adult. 
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3 3. During the 1990's, when Michael lived with Siaosi in Los Angeles, there were several 
occasions where Siaosi was beaten by the police. He always saw Siaosi after these 
beatings and noticed his black and blue bruising and scars. 

34. During the fall of 1997, and not long before Siaosi left Los Angeles for Reno, he was 
at a bar with his late friend Joe when he went to use the bar's bathroom . Someone 
turned off the lights while he was in the bathroom and Siaosi became very angry. 
When he went back out into the bar, he asked who turned off the lights and everyone 
began laughing. That is when Siaosi started beating up about twelve guys in the bar, 
at the same time. His friend Joe may have fought with one other guy. 

35. After the brawl, Siaosi and Joe left the bar and were later pulled over by the police. 
Apparently, there were a couple off-duty cops who had been beaten in the bar brawl 
and they called it in. When the cops asked them to get out of the car, Joe complied, 
but Siaosi refused. The cops ended up having to break the window on Siaosi's 
vehicle, cut his seat belt off and drag him through the car's window. Siaosi did not 
fight the officers but he refused to move a muscle as they struggled to get him out. 
Afterwards, Siaosi was a bloody mess, with cuts and bruises all over his head, face 
and torso. Siaosi always believed in resisting an arrest. Michael often heard Siaosi 
say that he preferred that the cops earned their money if they wanted to arrest him. 
With every arrest, beating and harassment by the police , Siaosi' s animosity towards 
them grew. 

36. Siaosi moved to Reno, Nevada in late 1997, on the day that his friend and neighbor, 
Cynthia, died of a heart attack in her apartment. Cynthia was an older woman who 
was a social worker. Siaosi befriended Cynthia and then he began driving her to and 
from work. As time went on, Cynthia began paying Siaosi to have sex with her, at a 
rate of two-hundred dollars per session. Cynthia was very obese and unattractive, but 
Siaosi was using the money to support his drug habit. 

37. Siaosi was with Cynthia on the day that she died and he was the only witness to her 
death. Siaosi saw Cynthia grab her chest and reach for the phone right before she 
collapsed. Siaosi was so distraught that he went into his room to talk to his bottle of 
Dr. Pepper. 

38. In the time leading up to this incident, Siaosi had developed a severe case of paranoia 
and hyper vigilance. Siaosi was always looking around and shifting his eyes, and he 
frequently appeared to be nervous at times and sweating. After Cynthia died in front 
of him, Siaosi became paranoid and believed that the police were going to arrest him 
even though foul play was never suspected in the death and no one accused him of 
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anything. 

39. Siaosi's cousin from Reno, Tavake, was in town during this occasion and he saw 
when the coroner's office was taking Cynthia's body away. Tavake told Siaosi that 
he could come to Reno and stay with him. Siaosi tried to get Michael to go along 
with them, but he declined. 

40. Michael was interviewed by someone from Siaosi's trial team, he thought that he was 
a private investigator. This investigator only asked him a few questions before 
leaving and he never contacted him again. In fact, it seemed like he did not want to 
hear everything that Michael had to say. Michael was willing to testify on Siaosi's 
behalf had he been called by his defense lawyers. 

41. Siaosi wrote Michael several letters during the few years of his incarceration, but he 
never wrote back. From reading Siaosi's letters, it seemed like he was still not well, 
mentally, after his arrest. The things that he discussed in his letters gave Michael the 
impression that Siaosi was still out of his mind. 

I declare under penalty of petjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on Aprill8, 2011 in Clark County, Nevada. 

Herbert Duzant 
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Declaration Of Ed~:ar DeBruce 

I, Edgar DeBruce, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Edgar DeBruce, I am 43 years old and I currently reside in San Bruno, 
California. Siaosi Vanisi is my brother in-law, as I am married to his sister, Sela Vanisi
DeBruce. 

2. I first met Siaosi in 1996 when I was dating Sela. Siaosi was living in Los Angeles at the 
time, but had come to San Bruno to visit the family. Siaosi and I talked with one another 
until everyone went to bed. I do not recall the specific details of our conversation that 
night,but Siaosi gave me the impression that he was somewhat ofi, mentally speaking. At 
3:OOAM that night, Siaosi decided to go outside to play with his remote controlled toy 
airplane and he wanted me to go outside with him. I went outside for just a few minutes, 
and I then left Siaosi outside with his toy airplane. I went to bed thinking that Siaosi was a 
little crazy. 

3. During our conversation, in the years before the incident, I recall that Siaosi was always all 
over the place when he spoke. Siaosi seemed easily distracted, he frequently spoke off the 
topic at hand and went off on tangents. There were many times when Siaosi spoke 
incoherently and the words that he put together often made no sense at all. His odd behaviors 
persisted throughout the time period that I knew and interacted with him, from the time that 
we met in 1996 until his arrest on the instant case in 1998. 

4. I married Sela in 1997 and Siaosi came up from Los Angeles to attend the ceremony. I was 
a bit shocked by what Siaosi chose to wear to the wedding. Siaosi was wearing a yellow 
jacket, with the sleeves ripped ofi, which he said he did himself, and a leather Crocodile 
Dundee hat. 

5. At some point during the celebration, I recall Siaosi climbed up on the speakers on the stage 
and sat down on them. His uncle Maile Tafuna became angry with Siaosi and started 
screaming at him and telling him to get down. Siaosi complied with his uncle's wishes 
without protest. 

6. About 3 to 6 months before the wedding, Siaosi began abusing Phen-Fen diet pills when he 
was trying to lose weight for a part in a movie that was going to be shot in China. Siaosi's 
cousin, Mike Finau, was living with Siaosi in Los Angeles at the time , and he told me that 
he saw several empty bottles of Phen-Fen all over Siaosi's room. It was like Siaosi had 
developed an addiction to the medication. I remember that Phen-Fen had been taken off of 
the market because of it's side effects, but I can not recall the specific details. I do recall that 
Siaosi lost some weight during that time, but not a lot. 

7. I was the one who drove Siaosi to the airport on the day that he left for China, for the film 
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~, about a month before the hatchet incident in 1998. On the way to the airport we 
stopped at a restaurant for dinner. I can not recall the name of the restaurant. Siaosi was 
acting very bizarre. He became angry about something that we were talking about and began 
throwing empty beer cans. I do not recall the specific details of the conversation. He threw 
the empty beers cans across the room, on to the floor and other tables, and the staff all 
looked like they were afraid of him. That is when I suggested we leave and go to the airport. 

8. When I dropped Siaosi off at the airport, Siaosi did not have any bags or luggage, only the 
clothes on his back and a case of beer that he planned on drinking throughout the long flight. 
I do not recall the name of the film that Siaosi was in, nor the details of his time in China. 

9. Siaosi met a stewardess on ti:1e return flight home from China and he had me drop her off at 
her house on our way back to San Bruno. I do not remember any details about this flight 
attendant, nor whether she stayed in touch with Siaosi. This was the last time that I saw 
Siaosi before his arrest in 1998. 

10. Maka'afa died in San Bruno, California a few months prior to this interview. Maka'afa 
previously was living in Hawaii, but Sela traveled there to retrieve him when he fell ill. Sela 
and I took care ofMaka' afa until his death. Maka' afa died from a variety of health problems 
such as heart attacks, strokes, kidney problems, etc. 

11. Maka'afa abandoned the family when Sela was a child and he was never a part of the 
family's life. Whenever he was around the family, he kept to himself and he did not attend 
social gatherings. Maka'afa was never there for Sela, her mom and her siblings. I recall that 
he was not the fatherly type of person. 

12. Maka'afa was saddened by the news of Siaosi's conviction, and the things that he was 
accused of doing, and I recall that he sometimes cried when discussing Siaosi's situation. 
Maka' afa blamed himself and harbored deep feelings of guilt over Siaosi' s situation because 
he was never there for him. Maka'afa died with a broken heart. 

13. I was never interviewed by anyone on Siaosi's defense team during the time of his trial. 
Herbert Duzant and Ben Scroggins of the Federal Public Defender Office were the first 
people to speak with me about Siaosi's case. I would have provided Siaosi's attorneys with 
all of the information that is contained in this declaration if had they contacted me, and I 
would have testified to these facts in court. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on April 2011 in San Bruno, California. 

{Edgar DeBruce 
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Declaration Of Herbert Duzant's 
Interview with Bishop Nifai Ton&a 

I, Herbert Duzant, declare as follows: 

1. I am employed as an investigator with the Law Offices of the Federal Public Defender. I 
have been assigned to work on the federal habeas corpus petition of Siaosi V anisi. As part 
of my responsibilities regarding Mr. V anisi' s case I interviewed the friends and associates 
ofhis family. 

2. On October 25th, 2010, I interviewed Bishop Nifai Tonga at his place of residence, 268 Pine 
Street, San Bruno CA 94066. Bishop Tonga was a close friend ofSiaosi's uncle Maile and 
he knew Siaosi since the time that he moved to America with his family at age 6. Our 
Tongan interpreter, Ms. Manu Tu'uholoaki, was also present during this interview even 
though the Bishop was quite comfortable speaking English. 

3. Bishop Tonga was born on the island ofVava'u, in Tonga, and he later moved to the main 
island, Tongatapu, in the 1950's. When Bishop Tonga relocated to Tongatapu he resided in 
the town ofKafua, which is one town over from Kolomatua where the Tafuna family were 
living at the time. Bishop Tonga met Siaosi' s maternal uncle, Maile Tafuna, when they were 
both youngsters and going to the same school. Bishop Tonga and the Tafuna family also 
attended the same church, the Fasi LDS Ward in Kafua. Through Bishop Tonga's friendship 
with Maile, the Bishop came to know the entire Tafuna family and he remained close to the 
family even after they all relocated to the U.S. Bishop Tonga immigrated to the U.S. in 
1967. 

4. Bishop Tonga described Maile Tafuna as a very good man, having an excellent mind for 
business, honest, and a hard worker. Maile owned a bus company, a farm, and other 
businesses when he was in Tonga, and they were successful. Maile also imported meat from 
New Zealand to Tonga. The Tafuna family were considered to be upper-middle class people 
when they lived in Tonga and they had a good standard ofliving back then. Maile took care 
of everyone in his family, and Bishop Tonga recalled that most ofMaile's siblings and their 
spouses lived with him. Maile often assisted people in the community with food and other 
items. Maile also allowed the children, of families on other islands, to stay with him while 
they attended school on the main island. Maile was very loyal to his friends and family 
members. 

5. Although Maile and the Tafuna family were respected members of the community in Tonga, 
they did not enjoy the same status when they moved to the U.S. Maile and everyone in the 
family had to work harder and struggle to survive and their new neighbors in the U.S. did not 
always have respect for them. Bishop Tonga never heard Maile complain or speak with 
regret about the circumstances ofhis life in the U.S., but the Bishop could tell that Maile had 
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second thoughts about his decision to leave Tonga for America. 

6. Bishop Tonga recalled hearing Siaosi often talk about wanting to return to Tonga because 
he thought that the people were much friendlier than the ones that he knew in the states. 

7. When Bishop Tonga met Siaosi' smother, Luisa Tafuna, she was living with Maile. Bishop 
Tonga did not know the fathers ofLuisa' s two eldest children, Sitiveni and Kalolaine Tafuna, 
nor anything about her relationships with them. 

8. Siaosi's father, Maka'afa Vanisi, was a good guy whenever he was sober, but became an 
unlikable person whenever he drank alcohol. Whenever Maka'afa was drunk he became 
braggadocios and talked about himself like he was some sort ofbig-shot. Maka'afa came 
from an upper-middle class family who owned various businesses, his father was a Police 
Inspector and the Queen of Tonga was a relative of the Vanisi family. However, Maka'afa 
was not an accomplished person and he was never a provider for his family, even when he 
was still married to Luisa. Maka'afa was also a womanizer and he was unfaithful to Luisa. 
Maka' afa sometimes abused Luisa physically, but the Bishop told us, ''you had to know 
Luisa", " .... she had a mouth on her and she used to provoke him." Luisa's brothers never 
intervened in the affairs ofher marriage with Maka' afa because they believed that she knew 
how he was before they got married and she now had to live with the consequences of her 
decision. Bishop Tonga did not know what led to Maka'afa and Luisa's divorce because the 
Bishop was already living in the U.S. at that time and they were still back in Tonga. 

9. Bishop Tonga not only knew Luisa's second husband, Mr. Uluave, Bishop Tonga also tried 
counseling them before they decided to divorce one another in California. Bishop Tonga 
doesn't recall the issues and problems between them. Bishop Tonga thought that Mr. 
Uluave is a nice fellow and he could not think of anything bad to say about him. Bishop 
Tonga reiterated that Luisa was a difficult woman to live with. Luisa had a defiant 
personality and liked doing things her own way. Luisa always left little to no room for 
negotiations. 

10. Siaosi joined the Boy Scouts when he was 12 years old and he faithfully attended all of the 
meetings and carried out all of the required activities. To become an Eagle Scout, a Boy 
Scouts are required to fulfill all of the requirements, such as completing classes and earning 
various certificates, by the time of their 18th birthday. Siaosi did indeed complete all of the 
requirements, but there was a mix up in his paper work. 

11. Besides his involvement with the Boy Scouts, Siaosi was also involved with the LDS 
church's Aaronic Youth Program and other church activities. Bishop Tonga always thought 
of Siaosi as being a well mannered and good young man for the most part. 

12. Siaosi was 19 years old when he told Bishop Tonga that he was interested in going on an 
LDS Mission. It was Bishop Tonga's duty as the local Bishop to interview and evaluate 
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whether Siaosi was fit for a Mission and then make a recommendation to the Mission 
Training Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. Siaosi was not working or going to college at the 
time and he wanted to do something constructive with himsel£ 

13. The main areas of review were to make certain that the prospective Missionary regularly 
attended church and the Aaronic youth program, didn't smoke, use drugs or alcohol, and did 
not engage in fornication. There were a series of meetings between Siaosi and Bishop 
Tonga during the evaluation process, and Siaosi was always 15 minutes early. Bishop Tonga 
recalled that Siaosi was very eager and took the process very seriously. 

14. Siaosi passed the evaluation process with flying colors, and Bishop Tonga happily 
recommended him for the Mission to the center in Salt Lake City. Siaosi was then sent to 
the Mission Training Center in Provo, Utah where it was decided that he would be sent to 
New York for his mission. While Siaosi was still in Provo, or after he had been sent to New 
York, he confessed to one of his superiors about fornicating with a girl in San Bruno, 
California before coming on the mission. Bishop Tonga had absolutely no idea about 
Siaosi' s sinful act because he never mentioned anything about it to the Bishop. Had Bishop 
Tonga known about Siaosi's actions, then he never would have recommended him for the 
mission. Siaosi was sent back to California from either Utah or New York. 

15. When Siaosi was sent back to San Bruno, the church required Bishop Tonga to become his 
companion and Siaosi was never supposed to be left alone at any time. The church sent 
Bishop Tonga a letter with instructions on what was to be expected of Siaosi, and Bishop 
Tonga had a family conference with Siaosi's aunt-mother Toeumu so that they'd be on the 
same page. Bishop Tonga was also required to give progress reports to his Stake President, 
Jerry Myere Alip, to keep him abreast of how Siaosi was doing. 

16. Siaosi was required to wake up every morning at 5:OOAM to say his prayers and read biblical 
scriptures for about 30 minutes before calling Bishop Tonga to check in. Bishop Tonga then 
told Siaosi where to meet him and what was expected for him to accomplish each day. The 
church recommended that Bishop Tonga put Siaosi to work at his privately owned 
construction contracting business. Bishop Tonga hired Siaosi as an extra hand to assist the 
senior construction workers, and Bishop Tonga paid Siaosi an hourly wage. Siaosi's main 
activities at the job was to move equipment around, clean and clear areas before and after 
work was to be completed, and to dig holes. Siaosi never did any specialized work like 
tiling, framing, putting up Sheetrock or anything of that sort. Siaosi was a good worker, he 
was respectful to Bishop Tonga and his other employees, and he did not cause any trouble 
at the work sites. 

17. Bishop Tonga only recalled one incident where Siaosi had some difficulty. After only a few 
weeks of working with Bishop Tonga, Siaosi was two hours late for work and the Bishop 
became worried. When Bishop Tonga asked Siaosi what took him so long to come in that 
day, Siaosi told the Bishop that he lost track of time praying and reading scriptures under a 
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tree that he passed each day on his way to work. The tree was one of his favorite places to 
pray and read the bible. Bishop Tonga told Siaosi that what he did was fine, ifhe was telling 
the truth. Bishop Tonga just suggested that Siaosi be more mindful ofthetimeifithappened 
again. This was the only time that Siaosi was late to work from what Bishop Tonga recalls. 

18. While Siaosi was still working for Bishop Tonga, the Mission Center in Salt Lake City got 
in touch with Bishop Tonga and told him to check on the mother of Siaosi's child and to 
make sure that Siaosi was financially supporting the child. Bishop Tonga recalled that 
Siaosi' s family wanted to take custody of the child, but the mother's family did not allow this 
to happen. Instead, the child's grandmother, Nancy Wolfgramm, made arrangements for the 
child to be adopted by her other family members in Salt Lake City. The child's maternal 
family did not want Siaosi to have anything to do with the child. The maternal family are 
Tongan and LDS church members as well. Nancy Wolfgramm currently lives in Palo Alto, 
California and her new married name is Nancy Faleasi. Nancy and her family did not harbor 
any bad feelings for Siaosi, thay just didn't want anything to do with him. 

19. Shortly before Siaosi stopped working with Bishop Tonga, he told the Bishop that he was 
no longer interested in completing a mission. Siaosi instead wanted to attend college in Los 
Angeles, California. Bishop Tonga supported Siaosi's decision and told Siaosi to give him 
the college's location. Bishop Tonga then contacted the Bishop of the closest LDS ward to 
the college, and asked that he look after Siaosi while he was in Los Angeles. Siaosi' s church 
in San Bruno was an all Tongan ward, but the ward near his college was a predominantly 
white and English speaking ward. 

20. After Siaosi was in Los Angeles for a few weeks, the Bishop from the ward near his college 
called Bishop Tonga and informed him that Siaosi showed up in church in the company of 
a girl who was from San Bruno. Siaosi told the L.A. Bishop that he and the girl attended 
school together at Cappucino Highschool and that they were living together in Los Angeles. 
Needless to say, Bishop Tonga and the L.A. Bishop were very disappointed in Siaosi. 
Bishop Tonga did not recall the specific details of reaction that Siaosi's family had to the 
situation, but they were not happy. 

21. When Siaosi left San Bruno for Los Angeles he did not stay in touch with Bishop Tonga. 
Bishop Tonga was also no longer responsible for watching over Siaosi, especially since he 
was not interested in completing a mission anymore. Bishop Tonga estimated that Siaosi 
worked for him for a total of at least three or four months before leaving for Los Angeles. 
Bishop Tonga doesn't know the details ofSiaosi' s life after he left San Bruno. Bishop Tonga 
still finds it hard to believe that Siaosi was capable of committing his alleged crimes because 
he was never a violent person. 

22. Bishop Tonga recalled that Siaosi spoke very little Tongan. Whenever someone spoke to 
Siaosi in Tongan, he usually responded in English and it seemed like he did not like speaking 
Tongan. 
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23. Siaosi also never liked attending the Tongan bible classes at church, and he always preferred 
coming to the English sessions. Bishop Tonga assumed that Siaosi, like many other 
Americanized Tongan youths, may have struggled with understanding the context of the 
materials when they were spoken in Tongan. Bishop Tonga didn't know whether Siaosi may 
have been ashamed ofhis culture. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on April 18th, 2011 in Clark county, Nevada. 

Herbert Duzant 
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Declaration Of Lita Tafuna 

I, Lita Tafuna, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Lita Tafuna, I am 4 7 years old and I currently reside in San Leandro, California. 
Siaosi Vanisi is my brother in-law, as I am married to his eldest brother, Sitiveni Tafuna. I 
have known Siaosi since 1988, when I began dating his brother. 

2. I have always thought that Siaosi had mental health problems from the time that I met him 
in 1988, he was 18 years old at the time. Siaosi was always talking about things that made 
absolutely no sense to me. At times, he seemed like he was talking about things that he may 
have been hallucinating about. I do not recall the details of those conversations with Siaosi 
about his hallucinations, but I recall thinking that he had serious problems. 

3. Siaosi enjoyed talking about how rich he would be one day, and he spoke using a lot of rich 
details in his description, of how his life would be when he made it big. Siaosi spoke about 
the house he'd buy, the clothes he'd wear, the food he'd eat, the places he'd travel, and so 
on. Siaosi carried on these discussions essentially by himself because myself, and anyone 
else who was around, never said anything. He could go on talking about it by himself for 
long periods of time, an hour or more. Siaosi seemed like he was in a trance at times when 
he discussed his future life of wealth. 

4. Although Siaosi spoke in great details of how his life would be, Siaosi never spoke about 
having a plan to get there. I didn't know Siaosi to ever have a job, and he never wanted to 
work because he didn't feel like it was necessary. Siaosi just knew that he was going to be 
rich somehow, and working was unattached to his future success. Toeumu enabled Siaosi 
in this regard because she gave him money whenever he needed anything, and he had 
absolutely no responsibilities. 

5. Siaosi moved to Los Angeles around 1990, with the intention of going to college and 
medical school so that he could become a foot doctor. Siaosi's main motivation for 
following this career path was because he believed that doctors were rich. However, Siaosi 
dropped out of college within the first year, and remained in Los Angeles even though he 
was unemployed. Toeumu was Siaosi's sole source of financial support when he was living 
in Los Angeles. Toeumu was a home care giver and she did not earn much of an income, 
but she gave Siaosi almost every penny that she earned and many people in the family 
became upset over this situation. Toeumu even gave Siaosi an A TM card so that he could 
take money directly out of her account whenever he wanted. Even though Siaosi was living 
400 miles away in Los Angeles, he was still living without any responsibilities. Umu never 
hesitated or regretted giving Siaosi everything because she believed everything that he told 
her, and she expected that he was going to be successful one day and support her as she 
became older. 
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6. Siaosi suffered from erratic patterns of behavior. There was an instance when the family 
was driving in two or three cars to the funeral of a family member in Sacramento, California. 
Siaosi was driving one of the vehicles and he was in the lead. Siaosi didn't seem to know 
where he was going, so he kept driving everyone in circles. His uncle, Maile Tafuna, told 
him to pull over. When Maile tried to give Siaosi the correct directions, Siaosi became 
belligerent and began yelling and speaking in a disrespectful manner towards Maile. Siaosi 
then left the car on the side of the road, walked towards the highway and hitch-hiked his way 
all the way back to San Bruno. 

7. During the mid-1990's, I saw him less frequently, after he married DeAnn. Whenever Siaosi 
returned to San Bruno for visits, he seemed like he was out of his mind. Siaosi was usually 
very hyperactive and always acting excited. Siaosi seemed like he suffered from racing 
thoughts because he constantly spoke very quickly and almost without ceasing. Whenever 
he spoke to me, and others, we were incapable of adding any comments or answering his 
questions because Siaosi always cut everyone off and kept talking. Siaosi often asked 
questions but then answered them before anyone had a chance to respond. During this time 
period, Siaosi' s conversations were always incoherent and I never knew what he was talking 
about. Siaosi frequently changed subjects and made random comments that were not 
connected to anything else that he said. 

8. There was one instance where my husband and I left Siaosi alone in our home with our 
children. In our absence, Siaosi piled up every mattress from each of the bedrooms in our 
home onto the livingroom floor. He was jumping up and down on them with our children. 
When we walked into the house, Siaosi was jumping up and down on the mattresses and 
laughing uncontrollably in utter joy, with no regard for safety. When we asked Siaosi ifhe 
considered that he or the children might get hurt, Siaosi had a puzzled look on his face, and 
told us that he never thought about it. 

9. Siaosi was dressed up like Brutus Beefcake, the former WWF wrestler, during his sister 
Sela's wedding in 1997. Siaosi was wearing tight colorful clothes with a jacket that he 
ripped the arms off of himself. Siaosi was acting very bizarre and making everyone feel 
uncomfortable. 

10. Siaosi's trial attorneys never spoke to me during the time ofSiaosi's trial. Herbert Duzant 
of the Federal Public Defender Office, and his interpreter, Ms. Manu Tu'uholoaki, were the 
first people to discuss Siaosi's case with me. I would have provided Siaosi's previous 
representatives with all of the information that is contained within this declaration had I been 
asked. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on April __ 2011 in San Leandro, California. 

Page 2 of 2 

AA05431



EXHIBIT 101

EXHIBIT 101

AA05432



Declaration Of Sitiveni Tafuna 

I, Sitiveni Tafuna, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Sitiveni Tafuna, I am 49 years old and I currently reside in San Leandro, 
California. Siaosi Vanisi is my younger brother. Siaosi and I have the same mother, Luisa 
Tafuna, but different fathers. We were both born in the Kingdom of Tonga, but I am nine 
years older than Siaosi. I left Tonga to join my adopted parents, my maternal uncle Moli 
Tafuna and his wife Lose, a year before Siaosi was born in 1969. Our sister, Kloline Tafuna, 
was also adopted by uncle Moli and Lose and she lived in the house as well. I did not meet 
Siaosi until he came to the United States in 1976, when he was six years old. Our mother 
allowed her sister, Toeumu Tafuna, to adopt Siaosi and they both lived in uncle Moli's 
house as well. 

2. I was born in Tonga in 1961, and I was my mother's first child. My father is Nalesoni Palu. 
He never married my mother and he was never a part of my life. I know nothing about my 
father or my paternal family. 

3. I was supposed to be given away to my maternal uncle Moli Tafuna, and his wife Lose, at 
birth, but I was born during the same year that they immigrated to the U.S. Uncle Moli and 
Lose were the first ones in the family to leave Tonga for the U.S., and they left the island 
before I was born. I ended up being raised by my biological mother for the first 8 years of 
my life in Tonga, while I awaited transport to the states. I only saw Moli and Lose when 
they visited Tonga, a couple times during that eight year period. I grew up knowing that they 
were going to adopt me, even though I was living with my mother and I knew that she was 
my mother. Moli and Lose didn't have children of their own, so they were given my sister, 
Kaloline, and I to raise. Like myself, Kaloline was being raised by our mother and knew 
that she was her mother, and Kaloline knew the whole while that she would one day be 
given away to Moli and Lose when she went to the states. 

4. While growing up in Tonga, I lived in a house on the property of my maternal uncle Maile 
Tafuna. There were three houses on the family's two acres of land, and it was located in 
Longolongo, Nukualofa in Tongatapu , near the police station. Maile and his family lived 
in the big house that had six bedrooms. Our house was a two bedroom home. The third 
house was a small traditional thatch house made of wood and palms, and uncle Maile's 
brother-in-law, Siaosi Pohahau, lived there with his wife, Vika, and son, Siaosi Pohahau. 

5. Uncle Maile's house consisted of himself, his wife Mele, and nine of their ten children. 
Their names in order of birth are: 1st Mafileo, 2nd Tevita, 3'd & 4th twins brothers Sifa and 
Timote, 5th Esei, 6thLosehina, 71h Molitunua, gth Toni, 9th Tufui, and 1Oth Saia. Maile's 5th 
child, Esei, was adopted by his sister Toa and her husband Tevita Moale Vimahi. They lived 
in the same house as my mother and my siblings. 
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6. Maile had a telephone in his house, but it was only for local calls within Tonga because there 
was no long distance calls outside of the island at that time. To get messages to family 
members in the states, Maile, and other's in the family, used to send audio cassette-tape 
recordings of their messages through the mail. The family in the states then listened to the 
cassette and then tape messages of their own to be mailed back to Tonga. 

7. The two bedroom home where my mother's family lived consisted of my mother, her first 
husband Maka'afa, myself, Kaloline, Sela, Tevita, aunt Toa and her husband Moale, 
Maile's son Esei, and aunt Toeumu. Siaosi was not yet born by the time that I left Tonga for 
the states in 1969. The house had an indoor bathroom, an add- on kitchen area and indoor 
running water, although there was never any hot water. Our home sat up on stilts because 
we lived in a flood zone. The house had well water outside of it. There was no cover, wall 
or gate around this well, and I fell into this well on one occasion. I would have drowned if 
my mother wasn't there to see me fall in. She was the only one home at the time, and she 
dropped me a rope. I do not know if anyone else in the family ever fell into that same well. 

8. My mother's first husband, Maka'afa, was the father of my siblings Sela, Tevita and Siaosi. 
Maka'afa was a rolling stone, spent a lot of time away from home and never took his 
responsibilities as a husband and a father seriously. Maka'afa frequently drank alcohol and 
he suffered from a drinking problem. Maka'afa and aunt Toa's husband, Moale Vimahi, 
used to make homemade Hopi, a local Tongan alcoholic beverage that is made from yeast 
and fermented fruits, by barrels at a time and they drank it frequently. 

9. Maka'afa sometimes beat my mother, but he never did so in my presence. I sometimes 
heard them arguing in their room and later saw my mother crying by herself. I remember at 
least one occasion where I saw my mother with a black eye after an argument with 
Maka'afa. My mother's siblings never defended her or tried to intervene in the aHairs of her 
relationship with Maka' afa. They were against their relationship from the very beginning and 
they all warned her to stay away from Maka'afa. The family always reminded her that she 
knew that Maka' afa was a drinker, a womanizer and not a responsible person when she met 
him and it was her problem to deal with now that she married him. 

10. Maka'afa never had a bad relationship with my uncles, and he even lived with uncle Maile 
Tafuna for a brief time in 1974. Maka' afa came to the Bay area to look for work to send 
money home to help support my mother and their children. However, he left after a few 
months and moved around a lot for the rest of his life until he became ill during the last years 
of his life. Maka'afa lived in Alaska, Hawaii and several other places, and he was never a 
part of his children's lives. My sister, Sela, hated her father for abandoning the family, but 
she found it in her heart to forgive him and take care of him for the last few years of his life 
until he died last year. 

11. The senior Siaosi Pohahau was a bus driver for my uncle Maile's bus company and he died 
in an accidental head-on collision with another bus. Siaosi and his wife Vika did not have 
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a good relationship and they were always fighting with one another. After Siaosi' s death, my 
mother told the family that his spirit appeared to her under a tree near our home one evening 
and he was crying. When my mother asked him why he was crying, Siaosi told her that he 
was worried about his son, Siaosi Jr. Siaosi told my mother to make sure that young Siaosi 
stayed with the family and to prevent Vika from taking him away. After my mother told the 
family and Vika about her conversation with the spirit of Vika's dead husband, it was 
agreed that my mother and aunt Mele, uncle Maile's wife, were to raise Siaosi Pohahau as 
one of their children. Siaosi Pohahau lived with my mother and my siblings until they 
moved to the states in the mid-late 1970's. When the family moved to the states, my mother 
continued living with Siaosi Pohahau, in uncle Maile's home, for a few years until she 
found a place of her own. When my mother moved out, Pohahau continued living with 
Maile and Mel e. Pohahau and my brother Siaosi were raised like brothers and spent a lot of 
time together. Siaosi was closer to Pohahau than he was to his blood brothers. 

12. Our family lived an upper middle-class lifestyle when we were in Tonga. Uncle Maile 
owned a transportation company that consisted of one bus, which traveled throughout the 
main island, and taxis. The family also owned farms and cultivated various crops like yams, 
coconuts, grapefruits, yucca, and others. There was always enough food to eat, enough 
clothes to wear and they had enough money to have a comfortable life, relatively speaking 
by Tongan standards of the day. 

13. In 1969, Uncle Moli and Lose finally completed my immigration papers and sent for me to 
join them in San Bruno, California. I left the island before Siaosi' s birth, in 1970, so I did 
not meet my little brother until he came to the U.S. about 7 years later with my mother and 
our other siblings. I traveled half of the way to the U.S. with a family friend named Uai Fa. 
He was a friend of my maternal grandfather, Tevita Tafuna, who was traveling to Hawaii at 
the time. When the plane landed in Hawaii, Uai Fa pinned a note to my shirt that had Moli 
and Lose's home telephone number and then he got off the plane, leaving me to travel the 
rest of the way by myself. It was night time when the plane landed in the Bay area, and I 
remember being fascinated by the lights of San Francisco. I felt very intimidated and I 
believed that I was coming to a place where everyone was a lot more advanced and 
sophisticated to what I was use to. I wondered if I could fit into such a place. I was amazed 
by the large highways, the modern cars, the restaurants, like McDonald's, and everything 
about my new surroundings. 

14. There was no one waiting for me in the airport and I wandered around for a while before an 
unknown Tongan stranger spotted me, took me home and called for Moli and Lose to pick 
me up. I have no idea why the family in California did not know that I was at the airport. 

15. My family was amongst the first Tongans to ever immigrate to the U.S., beginning in 1960 
or 1961 when Moli and Lose first came. When I first reached San Bruno, my family was one 
of only two Tongan families living in our community. 
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16. When I was going to school in Tonga, I was taught simple things like how to say letters and 
count in English, but I did not speak the language for the most part, and it was a struggle for 
me to learn English at first. I quickly learned English after I discovered Sesame Street and 
began watching it everyday. 

17. I was homesick during those first few years that I was in the U.S. and away from my mother, 
and the other family members that I left behind. My mother was the only mother that I knew, 
and we developed a close bond during the first eight years of my life. 

18. I have nothing but fond and loving memories of the times that I spent around my biological 
mother, Luisa. She was very caring, loving and nurturing, the kind of mother that gave a lot 
of hugs and kisses to her children. She spent a great deal oftime cleaning and grooming me, 
and my younger siblings. After bathing us, my mother always oiled our little bodies with 
aromatic oils that smelled wonderful. Whenever she dressed us, the clothes had to be clean 
and well pressed. She seemed like she always wanted the best for my siblings and I. My 
mother was a woman of faith and it was important to her that her children were raised in a 
religious environment. She was also a happy-go-lucky type of a person with a great sense 
ofhumor. She had a charming personality that attracted people to her. It always seemed like 
everyone wanted to be her friend where ever she went. Although Lose was a good mother 
and loved me, it wasn't the same as having my biological mother around when I lived in 
Tonga. 

19. In 1976, Siaosi came from Tonga, and he moved into Uncle Moli's house at 1880 Crestwood 
Street, San Bruno, California. This was the first time that Siaosi and I ever met one another. 
Our mother had divorced Siaosi's father, Maka'afa, by this time and she was now married 
to Mr. Uluave, the father of our youngest brother Tupou. 

20. Uncle Moli's home had three bedrooms and there were several people in the house, so room 
had to be shared. Living in the house at the time were Moli, Lose, myself, Kaloline, 
Toeumu, Lose's late sister Mateaki, Siaosi and Lose's father Moleni. Moli and Lose shared 
the master bedroom, Kaloline and Mateaki shared the second room, Moleni and Siaosi 
shared the third bedroom, Toeumu slept in the livingroom and I slept in the garage by myself 

21. Uncle Maile's home was located up the hill from Moli's house. Living in uncle Maile's 
house were Maile, his wife Mele, their nine children, and Mele's nephew, Siaosi Pohahau. 
Maile's house was like our second home because we were always at his house and uncle 
Maile was always at ours. We were always together. 

22. Uncle Maile had bad relations with some ofhis neighbors. Maile had one particularly hateful 
and prejudiced neighbor who used to call the police on him all of the time, for no reason at 
all. This neighbor harassed Maile until the neighbor finally moved away from the block. 
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23. San Bruno was a predominantly white community and I experienced some incidents of 
prejudice when I was growing up, mostly at school. Some of the white kids at school did 
not like me because I was of another race and they sometimes teased me and called me 
derogatory names. I got into many fights at school because of the bigotry and harassment 
that I received from some of the white students. I was suspended from school on many 
occasions because of it. I was a strong kid and I usually won these fights, and the white 
children finally stopped bothering me after a while, when they realized that I never backed 
down. Not all of the white children in school were against me, and I had white friends, as 
well as friends of other races, when I was growing up. 

24. I had a lot of trouble in school when I was growing up. Besides getting suspended several 
times over fighting, I was also kicked out of Crestmore High School during my junior year, 
after I was caught with alcohol and fighting on school premises. Some other kids brought 
a few bottles of Chivas Regal to the school and sold me a bottle for five dollars. I drank the 
liquor, and then became drunk and belligerent. I then got it in my mind that I needed to seek 
out and beat, individually, every enemy that I had in school. I went on a rampage attacking 
everyone that I could find who ever did anything wrong to me. When it was all over, I was 
kicked out of school. I attended Continuation High School in San Bruno for a while before 
I dropped out. I never graduated. 

25. Aunt Toeumu took good care ofSiaosi as he was growing up, but she also allowed him to 
get away with a lot of things that he did wrong. Toeumu often made excuses for Siaosi and 
covered for him when he didn't do what he was supposed to. Toeumu also spoiled Siaosi 
because she usually gave him whatever he wanted, as long as she had it to give. 

26. At about 10 years old, Siaosi found out that my mother, Luisa, was his biological mother, 
and that Kaloline and I were in fact his older siblings. I do not know if Siaosi found out or 
who told him who his real mother was. I do not recall whether Siaosi cried over the matter, 
but Siaosi was noticeably depressed for a few weeks. Siaosi looked down, he was quiet and 
seemed withdrawn during that time period. Siaosi never told me about his feelings. 

27. Siaosi actually came to resent me because I was the eldest and everything came to me first. 
Siaosi was angry over me being treated special and given the first choice of everything 
because I was the oldest. In Tongan culture, there is an expectation for the first born male 
in the family to be treated special. Siaosi hated being the youngest because he wanted more 
respect from the family. Siaosi used to ask why couldn't he have been the oldest. Siaosi 
went from thinking that he was the only child, to being the fifth of seven kids, and it seemed 
like he was feeling a loss of status within the family. Siaosi got along with our other brothers 
because they were treated the same as him, but he never seemed to like me when he was 
growmg up. 

28. Siaosi was placed on somewhat of a pedestal by Toeumu and the other elders in the family 
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because he was smart, a good student and everyone expected him to go far in life. Siaosi was 
the second boy in the family to graduate from high school, and the first boy in the family to 
be chosen to do an LDS mission. There were big celebrations for Siaosi when he graduated 
from high school and before he embarked on his LDS mission. There were at least two 
hundred people at his mission celebration dinner and it was attended by various family 
members, parishioners and church elders. There were many speeches given at the dinner and 
the family was very prideful of Siaosi' s accomplishment. 

29. When Siaosi was 19 years old he was sent on his mission, but became extremely home sick 
while he was away. Siaosi was writing Toeumu and telling her that he missed her and 
missed being home with the family. Siaosi told Toeumu that he was crying every day for her 
and that he wanted to come home. I believe that Siaosi confessed to his sin of fornication 
because his heart was heavy from the guilt of lying to the church elders, but I also believe 
that Siaosi couldn't take being away from his mother and the family and wanted to come 
home. Siaosi knew that he would be sent home if he confessed his sin, and this was part of 
his motivation. 

30. When Siaosi was sent home from his mission after he admitted to impregnating a Tongan 
girl in San Bruno, Siaosi completely fell out of the family's good graces. To make matters 
worse, the girl that he impregnated turned out to be his first cousin, the daughter of his 
paternal uncle. Incest is heavily frowned upon in Tongan culture. Siaosi being sent home 
from his mission was a tremendous source of embarrassment and a disgrace for the family. 
Toeumu and other people in the family cried when they heard the news, and I told Siaosi that 
we were all counting on him to do well. Shortly afterwards, Siaosi began lashing out and 
speaking disrespectfully to his uncle Maile, and others in the family, for the first time in his 
life. Siaosi and I actually got into a physical fight, for the first time ever, when Siaosi was 
talking back and arguing with me about family matters. Looking back, I believe that 
everyone in the family, myself included, placed too much pressure on Siaosi to achieve, and 
we were too hard on him when he failed. 

31. Siaosi suffered from erratic patterns of behavior since he was a teenager. There was an 
instance when the family was driving in two or three cars to the funeral of a family member 
in Sacramento, California. Siaosi was driving one of the vehicles and he was in the lead. 
Siaosi didn't seem to know where he was going so he kept driving everyone in circles until 
his uncle, Maile Tafuna, told him to pull over. When Maile tried to give Siaosi the correct 
directions, Siaosi became belligerent and began yelling and speaking in a disrespectful 
manner towards Maile. Siaosi then left the car on the side of the road, walked towards the 
highway and hitch-hiked his way all the way back to San Bruno. 

32. When Siaosi was in the 11th grade and playing on the Cappucino High School football team, 
he broke an opponent's hip and knee during a tackle. Siaosi felt so guilty about what 
happened that he lost all of his enthusiasm for the sport. Siaosi continued playing for a 
while, but stopped after he broke a leg during a game. Siaosi's heart wasn't in the sport 
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anymore at the time of his own injury. 

33. When I married my wife in 1989, I gave Siaosi my camera and told him to take the 
photographs of my wedding. Siaosi held the camera and pretended to take the pictures all 
night, but none of them came out. When the film was developed, it was all blank. It was 
a simple automatic point and shoot 35mm camera, and there were no complicated settings 
that needed any adjusting. I always believed that Siaosi intentionally did this because of the 
animosity that he always harbored for me. When I confronted Siaosi and tried to discuss the 
matter, Siaosi just smiled, denied knowing what I was talking about, and walked off with 
a smirk on his face. Siaosi also never apologized to me or my wife for not taking a single 
photograph at our wedding. 

34. I have no idea whether Siaosi abused drugs during his teenage years or in his early 
adulthood. Siaosi and I never had a good brotherly relationship and he never confided in me. 
Siaosi always seemed to have animosity towards me. There is a nine year gap between our 
ages, and we never hung out together in the same circle of friends. I left home in 1981 and 
was living in my own apartment. I later moved into the home of my friend Martin Brown, 
after Martin inherited it from his family. My drinking problem, which began in high school, 
continued into my adulthood and I was struggling with my own issues. 

35. In 1985, I moved back into uncle Moli's house after Lose urged me to do so. Lose had 
become desperate over Moli's worsening health condition and she went to a Palm Reader 
seeking spiritual advice. The reader told Lose that she needed to seek out someone who was 
missing from her life so that the missing loved one could bring peace to her ailing husband. 
I agreed to return home after Lose pleaded with me, and uncle Moli ended up dying in 1986, 
within a year of my return. 

36. I took Moli's passing very hard and I went through a period of depression. I became 
withdrawn and my drinking became a lot worse. I also spent a lot more time hanging out in 
the streets and being away from the family. Siaosi took Moli' s death very hard as well, but 
I was too caught up in my own grieving to recall the details of what Siaosi was going 
through. 

3 7. By the mid-1980's, in addition to abusing alcohol, I also started abusing marijuana. By 
1995, I began abusing cocaine. I was able to hold down jobs and support my family after we 
became married and started having children. However, I enjoyed using drugs and drinking 
when my work shift was over. 

38. I was a black out drinker and I often woke up in strange and unfamiliar places, or I had no 
recollection of how I got home the night before. I often had blank spots in my memory when 
recollecting what happened while I was intoxicated. I also experienced time loss, and had 
no idea how much time passed by while I was intoxicated. 

Page 7 of 9 

AA05439



39. I experienced mood swings and changes in my personality whenever I became intoxicated. 
I was usually quiet and reserved when I was sober, but when I was high I became very 
talkative and out going. I was always a peaceful person when I was sober, but when I was 
intoxicated, I became belligerent and brave and I sometimes started fights. 

40. Whenever I used cocaine, it had the effect of making me want to drink more. I also became 
paranoid and just wanted to be alone. I almost always abused cocaine when I was by myself, 
and I used it opposite to my work shift to make sure that it didn't get in the way of my job. 

41. I developed a severe case of gout, which was made worse by my abuse of alcohol, but this 
never stopped me from drinking. I regularly drank myself until intoxicated, even when I was 
in the midst of experiencing debilitating gout attacks. I had to drink no matter what was 
going on in my life and I was not capable of stopping myself back then. Today, my hands 
and other joints are deformed from the years of gout attacks that I endured. 

42. I had many separations with my wife and I was arrested, on a couple of occasions, for 
domestic violence. The worst incident happened when I came home drunk one evening and 
my wife was so mad that s~hrew a ~c o~tift&at me and struck me in the back. I then 
threw the bottle back in her direction, not trying to hit her, and inadvert~ntly m 
the head which caused a~U!'!Sirft>jij5fj~. r" 

43. I was once arrested for a strong-arm robbery when I was 19 years old, I was also arrested 
once on a DUI, and a few times for domestic violence during the 1990's. All of my arrests 
took place in San Bruno, California. 

44. The changing point in my life came a few years ago when I had a dream, seeing a hook that 
was luring me to come and touch it. When I went to touch the hook, it suddenly turned and 
hooked me by my neck and lifted me up. I than began seeing heads that were screaming with 
twisted looks on their faces, and then I heard the voice of my aunt, Toa Vimahi, yelling out 
that it was the start of Satan's gathering of souls and that he was coming to get me. Toa 
called me three days later and kept asking me if I was okay. At first I didn't want to tell Toa 
about my dream, ~uttirert~ After listening to what I had to say about my dream, 'F~
toM~ilie4htrt-sire\vas1here··in.the.~welt; and saw the same things. Toa has always 
been considered to be the dream translator in the family because of her special gift to 
decipher dreams. Toa is also known to have dreams and see visions that come true. Aunt 
Toa told me that the dream was an omen of bad things to come ifi did not straighten out my 
life. That was the day I began taking steps towards the road to recovery. 

45. There have been other family members who have struggled with drug addiction within our 
family. Uncle Maile's sons, Tufui Tafuna and his brother Moli Tafuna, were drug abusers 
and they were both deported back to Tonga. Moli was deported for robbery and drug sale 
convictions, and Tufui was convicted for domestic violence some other charge. 
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46. I was only contacted once during the time of Siaosi 's trial by Crystal Claderon, the Washoe 
county public defender's investigator who was assigned to Siaosi's trial case. My 
conversation with Crystal only lasted for about an hour and she did not ask about most of the 
details that I've covered in this declaration. No one from Siaosi's trial team ever contacted 
me again until I was subpoenaed to testify at the trial. After I received the subpoena, I had 
a thirty minute telephone conversation with one ofSiaosi's lawyers. When I went to Reno, 
I met with one of the attorneys for about thirty minutes before I testified. I have not heard 
from anyone on Siaosi's behalf since the time of the trial. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on April7~~011 in San Leandro, California. 
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Declaration of Alisi Peaua 

I, Michele Blackwill, declare as follows: 

1. I am employed as an investigator with the Law Offices of the Federal Public 

Defender. I have been assigned to work on the federal habeas corpus petition of 

Siaosi Vanisi. As part of my responsibilities regarding Mr. Vanisi's case, I traveled 

to Reno, Nevada, to interview members of his family. 

2. On December 6, 2010, Herbert Duzant, investigator with the Law Offices of the 

Federal Public Defender, and myself conducted an interview with Alisi Peaua, at her 

residence, 902 Simons Drive Reno, NV. 89523 

3. Alisi Peaua, is 63 years old and currently resides in Washoe County, Nevada. Alisi is 

first cousins with Luisa Tafuna. Alisi's dad, Fehoko Tafuna, and Luisa's dad are 

brothers. 

4. Alisi discussed her family tree. Her father has eight siblings, Hina, I fa, Maile, Sione, 

Tevita, Fehoko, Mele, and Teulupe. Hina, Ifa, Maile are from Fehoko's first marriage 

and his wife's name is unknown. Sione, Tavita, Fehoko, Mele, Teulupe are from his 

second marriage and his wife's name is Lata. Most of the siblings moved to the 

United States from Tonga in the 1960's. 

5. Alisi has nine siblings. Sisiafa, Salote, Tupo, Leainga (aka Sione), Mele, Fusi, Vile, 

Kesai and Poulutu. All of her siblings are living in the United States except for 

Leainga and Kesai, who live in Tonga and Sisiafa, who lives in Australia. Tupo, 

Leainga, and Vile are males. Alisi moved to Hawaii in 1976 and then moved to Reno 

in 1977. 

6. Alisi has five children, Tavake, Manamuoui, Sione, Moa and Renee. She 

confirmed that her children knew Siaosi well and spent a lot of time with him 

while they were all growing up. Tavake and Sione were the closest to Siaosi. Alisi 

remembered Siaosi came to Reno to visit, twice, with his wife and children. Alisi 

did not have much interaction with Siaosi. She was working two full time jobs at 

that time. Alisi only saw Siaosi briefly, and does not remember Siaosi much. Alisi 

does not recall much from the trial except that she thinks Renee was kicked out of 

the trial/courtroom. No one in the family likes to talk about the trial because it 

brings shame on the family. 

7. Alisi described the Tafuna family as religious. The family church was the LDS 

Church in Fasi. Most of the family members grew up on Fuamotu Island. Alisi did 
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not know the Vanisi family very well. 

8. Alisi explained that Louisa gave Siaosi to Umu (Toeumu Tafuna) to raise as her own 
son. It is customary in Tonga to give up a child to a female family member that could 
not or did not have any children of her own. Luisa gave birth to Siaosi at home. Alisi 
is not aware of any medical problems during Siaosi's birth. It is customary to have 
children born at home with a midwife. There is only one hospital in Tonga, Viola 
Hospital. 

9. Alisi described Louisa as "a loving, outgoing person". She acted normal and did not 
display any problems with mental health. Alisi states there is no history of mental 
health problems on her side of the family that she is aware of. In Tonga, if there was 
a history of mental health problems in the family, it was kept very quiet and dealt with 
at home. It was a "taboo" to speak of it. 

10. Alisi described Umu as having the same personality as Luisa. Alisi believes Umu had 
a good relationship with Siaosi. Luisa and Umu both came to the trial and it was very 
hard for them. The family was very shocked, embarrassed and disappointed. 

11. Alisi described Uncle Maile as the "mouthpiece for the family". He was a tough guy, 
always yelling and screaming a lot. If he had something to say, he would say it to your 
face and be very honest. Alisi was not sure about the relationship between Siaosi and 
Maile. Maile had two older brothers, Saia and Ese. 

12. Alisi stated that Tavake had attended University of Reno for a short time in the mid 
1990's, during the same time Sione was attending. Sione was taking a year off during 
January 1998 when the murder occurred. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on April 11 in Clark County, Nevada. 

Michele Blackwill 
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Declaration Of Tevita Vimahi 

I, TevitaVimahi, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Tevita Vimahi, I am 81 years old and I currently reside in Washoe County, 
Nevada. Siaosi Vanisi is my nephew in-law as I am married to his maternal aunt, Toa 

Tafuna-Vimahi. The Tafuna family and I originally come from the village ofPangai on the 
island ofHa'api, Tonga. This is where Toa, Siaosi's mother, Luisa, and all of their siblings 

were born, and I grew up with them. Pangai is also where Toa and I were married in 1957. 

2. Toa's father was Tevita Finau Tafuna and her mother was Olotomu Lolohea-Tafuna. Tevita 
Tafuna was a teacher, an elementary school principal and an owner of a restaurant all on the 
island of Ha'api. Toa and all of her siblings attended their father's elementary school, the 
Pangai Government Primary School, and then they all went to high school on the big island, 

Tongatapu, because there were none on Ha'api. 

3. My wife's siblings were Esei, Saia, Maile, Toa, Molitungua, Luisa, and Toeumu. The 

Tafuna family enjoyed a middle-class lifestyle by Tongan standards in those days. Tevita 
was an educator and a business owner, and he earned enough money to meet the family's 

needs. 

4. Maile Tafuna was the first one in the family to leave Ha'api and move to Tongatapu. Maile 

attended Liahona High School on Tongatapu and stayed there after he graduated. Maile was 
working at Vaiola Hospital when he met and began dating his then future wife, Mele Cocker, 
who was from Niutoua, Tongatapu. Maile left the hospital and started a transportation 
business after marrying Mele. 

5. Toa and I were ru1ming a successful grocery store in Ha'api when Maile asked us to give up 
our business and move to Tongatapu so that we could be partners in his transportation 
business. I agreed to become Maile's partner, gave up my business and moved to the big 
island. Together, Maile and I built a successful transportation business that had one bus, 
about five automobile taxis and three Minimokes, which are human powered bicycle taxis. 

We used the money that we earned to purchase and run produce farms, fish farms and other 

ventures. Our business ventures were successful and our family had a comfortable upper
middle class lifestyle, by Tongan standards of the day, and life was good for all of us. As 
time went on, all of the Tafuna family relocated to Tongatapu, one by one, and everyone 

worked in the family businesses. 

6. Luisa later came to Tongatapu to attend Liahona High School, and Toeumu followed her. 
Maile's younger siblings all stayed with him while they attended high school on the big 
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island. Luisa's mother, Olotomu, was already deceased by the time that Luisa began high 
school. After Luisa graduated she returned to Ha'api to work in her father's restaurant. I 

remember Luisa being a good girl and an okay student. 

7. Luisa left her father's restaurant business and returned to Tongatapu to work with her brother 
Maile when she met and became involved with a police officer. I do not recall the name of 
this police officer, but he was originally from the island ofVava'u, in Tonga. Luisa became 

pregnant by the police officer and moved back to Ha'api after Sitiveni was born. The police 

officer came around to check on Luisa and Sitiveni a few times, and brought them money 
and food, but there was never any talk of marriage. Maile told the police officer that he 

could marry Luisa if that is what they wanted, but if not, the officer could stay away from 
Luisa and the family would see to it that Sitiveni was cared for properly. Maile told the 

officer not to worry about the family contacting the authorities , and that he could move on 
with his life as long as he stayed away from Luisa and her son. 

8. It was agreed that Sitiveni would be adopted by Luisa's brother, Moli Tafuna and his wife 

Lose, but they left for America before or shortly after his birth. Nevertheless, it was the 
family's plan that Sitiveni would live with Moli and Lose whenever he reached the U.S. 

9. I do recall the police officer once told Maile that he wanted to be there for his child, but 
Maile forbade him. I suspect that Maile did not want the officer around the family unless he 
intended to marry Luisa. The police officer ultimately married another woman and was last 

known to be living on Vava'u with his family. 
L, , 

10. fa11o~~e's father is a man named Sitani Mapa Havilli, he's from the island ofHa'api, Tonga, 
and he is a blood relative ofboth the Vimahi and Tafuna families. Sitani's mother is my first 

cousin, and his grandfather was raised by one ofTevita Tafuna' s siblings through an internal 

family adoption. 

11. Sitani Havilli and Luisa's secret relationship began when Sitani moved to Tongatapu to work 

as a bus driver for Maile in our family's transportation business. Luisa had moved to 
Tongatapu. She was working with Maile again, and raising her son, Sitiveni, until his 
immigration documents were completed, so he could move to the states to be adopted by 
Moli and Lose. Sitani was also living on the family's land in Longolongo, in one of the 
homes. When Sitani discovered that Luisa was pregnant by him, he ran away and left the 
island before anyone else in the family knew about it, and Sitani returned to Ha'api. There 

was no way that Sitani and Luisa could have married, and I recall that no one tried to make 
him pay child support because he was Luisa's blood relative and incest is a taboo in Tongan 

culture. 
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12. After Luisa had~, she moved back to Ha' api to live with her father again. In Tongan 

culture, it is customary for an unwed mother to move back to her father's home in order to 

have the protection, support and cover of a male figure. It is not considered a good thing for 

a woman to be alone by herself with children. 

13. 

14. 

While Luisa was living in Ha'api with her father and ~Jt~he became involved with 

Sitani once again, and became pregnant with her third child Moale Tafuna. Sitani was never 

a part ofKaloline or Moale's lives, and he never had a real relationship with Luisa. Sitani 

currently resides in the Dallas, Texas area. 

le' ' 
Like Sitiveni, it was agreed within the family that Moli and Lose would adopt ~n~ as 

well, when she reached the U.S. Moale was the only one of Luisa's children who would be 

left in Tonga after she immigrated to the U.S. Moale was adopted by my sister, Fielea, and 

her husband Sione Havilli, who is the paternal uncle of~ and Moale's dad, Sitani 

Havilli. Sitani's father was Mapa Havilli. 

15. Maka'aka came from a good upper middle class family, like the Tafuna's, and his father, 

Kuli Vanisi, was a police inspector in Tongatapu. Maka'aka was spoiled by his father and 

he lacked a sense of responsibility. Maka' aka's parents did everything for him and his father 

was always there to get him out of trouble in times of need. Maka'aka was his father's first 

born son, which meant he got everything that he wanted and everyone in the family catered 

to him, which is a family tradition and rule in Tongan culture. Maka'aka was also known 

to be a womanizer. Nevertheless, Maka'aka was not considered to be a bad person, so when 

Luisa told the family that they wanted to get married, I recall no one stood in their way. 

Luisa's brother, Maile, gave them permission. 

16. At the time of Luisa and Maka'aka's marriage, Maile and I were expanding business 

ventures. We were now importing mutton from New Zealand and our store was doing very 

well. At this time it was agreed that I would oversee the business of the store and Maile 

would run the transportation company on his own. After Maka' aka married Luisa, Maka' aka 

moved into the house where Luisa lived with her kids, Toeumu, Toa and myself, on our 

family property. Maile hired Maka'aka as a bus driver to put him to work. 

17. I believe Luisa and Maka'aka's marriage was good at first, but problems developed as time 

went on. Maka'aka was very lazy and he frequently did not show up for work on time, and 

sometimes not at all. Maka' aka preferred walking around town, watching movies at his 

aunt's movie theater and hanging out in the streets all day, instead of working. Maka'aka 

was a complete goof off. Maka'aka neglected his fatherly duties and did not spend much 
time around the family. Maile often had to drive the bus in Maka'aka's absence, but he 
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never fired him, nor anyone else who worked for him. Maile simply drove around until his 

saw Maka'aka, and then Maka'aka would drive the bus whenever Maile called out for him 

to come and work. 

18. Luisa was always fussing with Maka'aka about his ways and telling him that he needed to 

be more responsible. Maka' aka usually laughed at Luisa whenever she complained, ignored 

her or left the house. I recall Maile used to tell Luisa to stop complaining and leave 

Maka' aka alone because she knew how he was before they became married. Maile thought 

that it was foolish for Luisa to have thought that Maka'aka would change his ways just 

because they were married, had two children and one on the way, which was Siaosi. 

19. Maka'aka left Luisa when she was pregnant with Siaosi, and he moved to New Zealand. 

Maile told Luisa not to worry about the situation because he would take care of her and her 

children. I believe Maile blamed Luisa for making Maka' aka leave because of her constantly 

scolding him even though she knew how he was before they married. 

20. I do not know all of the details of Luisa and Maka'aka's divorce because Toa and I had 

immigrated to the U.S. a year earlier, and were living in California at the time. We were 

also not present at the time ofSiaosi' s birth in Tonga, but we heard that Luisa had given him 

to her sister Toeumu in an internal family adoption arrangement. I am certain that Luisa 

would never have given Siaosi away to her sister ifMaka' aka was still in the picture, and had 

she not been a single mom with three children. 

21. Maka' aka was never a part of the lives of Siaosi and his siblings. I recall that Maka' aka 

came to San Bruno to visit Luisa and their kids on one occasion, shortly after Luisa had 

immigrated to the U.S., but he did not stick around. Maka'aka did not see any of his children 

until he became ill during the last few years of his life and Sela took him in, out of the 

kindness of her heart. That was the first time that she had seen him since she was a young 

girl. Sela cared for Maka' aka until the time of his death in March 20 1 0. 

22. Maile was the one who first decided that the family should relocate to America. Maile had 

big ideas and believed that he and our family could become even more successful in America 

because of the increased business opportunities. Maile also wanted the children in the family 

to attend American universities. Maile decided that his brother, Moli, was in the best 

position to immigrate first because he was the secretary ofLiahona High School and he was 

employed by the LDS church. It would be easiest for him to complete all the paperwork first. 

Once Moli was in the U.S., he was then expected to petition for the other family members 

to come behind him, and that's what he did. Moli's wife Lose did not come to the U.S. until 

a few years after him. 

( 
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23. Toa and I came to the U.S. in 1969, a year after I was baptized a Mormon. Toa was still 
working for Liahona High School and came on a three month visa so she could attend a LOS 
church conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. I stayed in California after Toa returned to 
Tonga, where she continued working for the high school until she retired in 1972. I had 
already received my green card by 1972, so I returned to Tonga for a year before coming 
back to the states permanently with Toa and her sister, Toeumu, in 1973. This is when Siaosi 
was separated from Toeumu for the first time in his young life. I recall the scene at the 
airport was a heartbreaking experience for me. 

24. It was a very sad occasion for myself and the entire family to witness Siaosi's reaction to 
Toeumu leaving him behind at the airport when she was traveling to the U.S. Toeumu could 
not take Siaosi along with her because she was not his official legal guardian. The internal 
family adoptions are understandings within families in Tongan culture, but there's no 
official recognition by the government. Therefore, Luisa Tafuna and Maka'afa Vanisi were 
Siaosi' s only legal guardians of record. 

25. I recall Siaosi was crying, screaming and begging Toeumu not to leave him. Toeumu was 
the only mother he knew, at this point in his life, and he had no idea that Luisa was his real 
mother. Toeumu and all the family members who were present, tried to calm Siaosi down 
and assure him that he and Toeumu would eventually be reunited, but that was not allaying 
his emotions. Siaosi clung to Toeumu's arms and legs, and everyone struggled to pull him 
away from Toeumu. Luisa and Siaosi's sister Sela, were the ones who eventually managed 
to pull him away. 

26. The whole scene was very emotional for our entire family. Every single family member, 
adults and children, began to cry at the sight ofSiaosi's emotional state of despair, including 
myself. Men aren't supposed to cry in Tongan culture, but witnessing Siaosi on that day was 
too much, even for a strong man like me. 

27. Toa, Toeumu and I were so delayed by Siaosi trying to stop Toeumu from leaving, that we 
were the last ones to board the plane and we almost missed our flight. I recall the flight 
agents repeatedly calling our names over the intercom and giving their final warnings before 
closing the door. We managed to board the plane just before the door was closed. Siaosi 
was raised by Luisa for the next few years until Luisa and her children came to the U.S. in 
1976. 

28. When Luisa and her family arrived in the states, Siaosi was left with Toeumu at Moli's 
home. Luisa, her other children, Tevita and Sela, and her second husband, Mr. Uluave, 
moved in with Maile and his family. At that time, Toa and I had our own home nearby at 13 
Williams Avenue, South San Francisco, CA 94080. Luisa and her family moved in with us 
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for a while, after they left Maile's home, and before getting a place of her own. Everyone 
in the family lived within close proximity to one another, and we interacted with everyone 
each week on various occasions. 

29. When Siaosi was first reunited with Toeumu he did not recognize her. Toeumu was away for 
so long that he had forgotten who she was. However, I recall, within a few hours Siaosi 
remembered and realized who Toeumu was and then he began clinging to her. 

30. For the first two years after being reunited with Toeumu, Siaosi followed her around where 
ever she walked and he never wanted to let her out of his sight. Whenever I saw Siaosi with 
Toeumu, Siaosi was always either sitting under her or laying across her lap instead of going 
outside to play with his cousins, siblings or neighborhood friends. Whenever Toeumu had 
to leave Siaosi at the house with other family members, so that she could run errands, Siaosi 
became emotionally distraught, cried and threw temper tantrums, and he demanded that she 
either stay or take him along with her. Toeumu constantly had to reassure Siaosi that she 
loved him and would never leave his side again. 

31. After about two years, when Siaosi was 8 or 9 years old, Siaosi slowly began to come out of 
his shell and he started giving Toeumu more room incrementally. Sioasi began interacting 
more with his peers in the family, and community friends, but he never strayed too far that 
he couldn't see Toeumu. I recall that Siaosi constantly looked over to make sure that 
Toeumu was still there in his sight. IfToeumu got up out ofher seat, Siaosi ran over to find 
out where she was going. As time went on, Siaosi was able to play with friends outside of 
his sight ofToeumu, but he had to know that she was still close to him. Siaosi frequently ran 
in and out of the house while he was playing to make sure that Toeumu was still there and 
hadn't left without telling him. 

32. Toeumu loved Siaosi, but I believe that she spoiled him in the process of raising him. 
Toeumu always did more than she had to for Siaosi to help put his mind at ease and 
overcompensated for leaving him in Tonga when he was a child. 

33. I have no memories of ever seeing Toeumu spank Siaosi, because he was a well behaved 
boy. Siaosi often tried to please Toeumu and he seemed afraid to misbehave because he 
thought that she might get mad and leave him again. Siaosi also knew that his biological 
mother gave him away, and he couldn't understand why he was the only one. So, he did 
everything within his power to please Toeumu and keep her happy, and interested in staying 
around him. I believe Siaosi overcompensating for wanting to keep Toeumu around and 
Toeumu's overcompensation to make him feel secure was a continuous cycle within their 
relationship. 
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34. Siaosi was the smartest and best behaved child amongst Luisa's children and Toeumu and 
the family had high expectations for Siaosi. Everyone in our family thought that he would 
go off to college and be a great success in life. The family was particularly proud when 
Siaosi was selected to complete an LDS mission when he was 19 years old. I recall the big 
dinner celebration that was given in Siaosi 's honor, which was attended by the whole family 
and their congregation members. The church elders were there as well, and they all spoke 
about how proud Siaosi had made them. 

35. The entire family was greatly disappointed and ashamed when Siaosi was sent home from 
his mission after admitting to committing fornication and impregnating a local San Bruno 
girl before going off on his mission. I recall the one thing that the family appreciated was 
that Siaosi made his confession while he was still in the mission center in Salt Lake City, 
and before he was actually sent off to begin his mission. Had Siaosi already been in the 
middle of his actual mission, this would have been far more disgraceful for our family. 

36. When Siaosi returned from Salt Lake City, I recall that there was a family gathering held 
where Siaosi was made to explain himself. This meeting was attended by both of his 
mothers, all of his aunts and uncles, his siblings and some cousins. Siaosi was crying 
profusely and he told our family, in a trembling voice, that his secret sin weighed heavily on 
his heart. He told us that he had to confess to it while he was at the mission center because 
had he took it with him on his mission, he would not only have been letting down the 
Church and his family, but God as well. Siaosi then begged the entire family for forgiveness, 
and then he went around and individually addressed everyone. Siaosi looked each family 
member in the eyes, asked them to forgive him, and hugged them all individually. The 
family forgave Siaosi and told him that it was better that he honestly admitted his sin, instead 
of dishonestly keeping it a secret, only to have it come out later at a more inappropriate time. 

37. Siaosi came up with the idea to move to Los Angeles, California because he had a friend, 
whom I can not recall, who was moving there and he figured that he could go to college. 
However, after thinking about it for a while, Siaosi changed his mind and decided to stay 

because he did not want to leave the family. 

38. I recall that Toeumu encouraged Siaosi to go to L.A. and told him that it was important for 
both of their futures. Toeumu told Siaosi that he needed to attend college so that he could 
take care of her and himself, and ensure that they both had a secure future. Toeumu also 
wanted Siaosi to be able to take care of himself if anything happened to her and he found 
himself alone in the world. 

39. Before Siaosi left for L.A., Luisa held a farewell barbeque in his honor, at her home, to let 
everyone know that he was going off to attend college. I recall first there being a family 

Page 7 of 8 

AA05452



prayer and then the announcement was made that Siaosi was leaving. After the 
announcement, Siaosi began crying and saying over and over that he did not want to leave 

our family and go to L.A. This is when his uncle, Maile, ordered Siaosi to obey his mother, 
Toeumu, and attend college. It was like Siaosi had no choice, even though it was clear to me, 

that he really did not want to leave San Bruno. 

40. When Siaosi first moved to Los Angeles, there was no talk of him becoming a movie actor. 

College was the only thing on his agenda. I know that Siaosi went to college for a short 
while when he was in L.A., but he never finished. I was not in regular contact with Siaosi 
after he moved away from San Bruno, and I do not know the details of Siaosi's life in 
Soutlretn N@'~~-
~.J CU'th tt' 1\ 

41. I was never interviewed by Siaosi's defense team at the time of his trial. Herbert Duzant of 
the Federal Public Defender office, and his interpreter, Ms. Manu Tu' uholoaki, were the first 
people to ever discuss my nephew's case with me. I would have provided Siaosi's trial 
attorneys with everything that I have stated within this declaration had I been interviewed. 

I also would have testified at his trial had I been called and I would have asked the jury to 

spare my nephew's life. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 

declaration was executed on April __ 2011 in Washoe County, Nevada. 

1~'-'r(JW"-iL~ 
M~V\h \ vcvJ/\J.~· 

.,_..__ 

~ orfw"' ,'ycfX!J1 ~N · 
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Declaration Of Greg Garner 

l, Greg Gamer, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Greg Gamer, I am 39 years old and I currently reside in Los Angeles county.

am a former friend and roommate of Siaosi Vanisi and I have known him for almost twenty
years.

2. l'm originalJy from South Caro Lina but 1 moved to Los Angeles, California in 1993. T met
Siaosi at the Olive Garden restaurant in Manhattan Beach, California where we both waited

tables. My earliest impressions of Siaosi was that he was a fun loving and happy person.
Siaosi enjoyed joking around and making people laugh. The waiters and I sometimes played
tricks on Siaosi Like the time when we told him that we were going to teach him how to fold

a Elag. We told Siaosi to wait for us outside, but we nev'.er went out. We aU laughed at how
long Siaosi stayed outside waiting for us. Anyone else would have gone back inside.

3. Siaosi was never a drug abuser, as far as 1 knew. Siaosi never smoked marijuana or abused
hard narcotics in my presence. Siaosi drank alcohol at times, but never until tbe point where
he was intoxicated. r didn't think that there was any way that Siaosi could have been
affected by the small amount of alcohol that he drank because of his heavy body weight

4. In 1993, Siaosi, his LDS friend Robert Kurtz and l decided to take a road trip to Lake
Havasu Arizona for a couple days and we drove there in my Bronco SUV. 1 don't recall the

time of year that is was, but we left on a Thursday. I was drinking so much alcohol that J
could no longer operate the vehicle, so 1 allowed Siaosi to take over driving. I was the only
one drinking at the time. While Siaosi was driving, the car broke down in Blyth, California

and we had to walk to the nearest gas station for assistance. While we were all at the gas
station, Siaosi struck up a conversation with an older Latino or Native American looking
gentleman who said his name was "Wolfchief." After speaking with Siaosi and learning that

our car was disabled, Wolfchief offered to take the three of us to Lake Havasu for the
weekend and we accepted his offer. Wolfchief stayed with the three of us and drove us

around for about three or four days. During the evenings, we slept outside by camp fires and
without any tents. The only thing that Wolfchief asked in return from us was that we buy

him a bottle of Rum.

5. We all went into town one day during the trip and the three of us gave Wolfchief money to
purchase clothes. WoJfchiefwent into a store and came out with new clothes, but he still had
the money we gave him in his hands. Wolfchief admitted that he stole the clothes, but said

he was still going to keep the money.

6. One evening when we were driving around the countryside, Siaosi asked Wolfchiefhow he
protected himself while driving around these lonely roads by himself. That was when
Wolfchief pulled out a hatchet from the side of his seat and raised it above his head like he
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was about to strike one of us. Wal fcb ief then said that this was how he protected himself. 
Robert Kurtz and l were completely freaked out when we saw Wolfchief wielding the axe 
and 1 became fearful for my personaJ safety for the first time during the trip. l became so 
concerned that we might be driving around with a psychopathic ax murderer that J called my 
mother at the next stop we made, and I gave her Wolfchief's name. description and license 
plate number. My mother was extreme] y concerned for my safety, so she diligently took the 
infonnation. l was also concerned because Wolfchief told us that he was recently released 
from prison after a long sentence for a murder conv.iction. 

7. The weirdest thing about this situation is that Siaosi was the only one who wasn't disturbed
by Wolfchiefs hatchet, and Siaosi was the one who was sitting in the front passenger seat
with bim at the time. Siaosi actually thought that it was cool and be was laughjng as
Wolfcb..ief was holding the hatchet above Siaosi 's head. 1 never saw Siaosi in possession of
a hatchet before the time of this trip, and I believe that Wolfchief is the one who gave Siaosi
the idea of getting a hatchet.

8. Wolfchief drove me and Robert Kurtz back to Los Angeles, but Siaosi got out of the car

while we were stjll io Lake Havasu and hitch hiked to Phoenix, Arizona to visit some
friends. Siaosi bad a couple drinks during our time in Lake Havasu but be was never drunk
or intoxicated.

9. Siaosi had a strong Mormon faith and he really believed-in taking care of bis friends. This
is why Siaosi invited me to live with him in 1.993. Siaosi knew tJ1at I was struggling
financially and that 1 didn't have a place to stay at the time. Siaosi enjoyed sharing
everything that he had with his friends, and he told me that fifty percent of everything in bis
home was mine.

10. Siaos.i frequently tried to get me to join the LOS church. J attended church with Siaosi on
a few occasions but r told Siaosi that the Mormon lifestyle wasn't for me. Siaosi was a
devout Monnon and he went to church every Sunday throughout the time that I was around
him. After about six to eight months, I moved to Boston.

11. I came back to Los Angeles in J 995, and moved back in with Siaosi sh011ly after I returned.
DeA.nn and Siaosi were still married and living together at this time. Siaosi's cousin, Mike
Finau, was also living in the apartment as well. Siaosi, DeAnn and their kids, Mike and l
all stayed at the 1913 Dufour Avenue residence at that time. l remained with Siaosi and his
family for a Little less than a year before leaving their apartment to move in with my
girlfriend in Long Beach.

12. During the yearthat I lived with Siaosi, from 1995 to 1996, I had the opportunity to observe
Siaosi's bizarre behavior patterns firsthand_ [ returned borne one evening with my friend,
Tim Williams, and we found Siaosi video taping himself sobbing and crying io the living
room. Siaosi was in the room by himself and he bad placed green gels over the living room

Page 2 of 7 

AA05481



lights. As Siaosi was crying, he was saying "Stop ... ," ''No daddy." Siaosi was talking like 
he was a child being abused. When Tim and I walked into the room Siaosi never stopped 
to acknowledge our presence, even though we were standing right in front of him. We looked 
at Siaosi for a couple minutes and then left the room without interrupting or saying anything 
to him. The whole thing was so weird that I didn't know what to say. Siaosi was not 
studying for any movie roles at the time. Siaosi took many videos and pictures of himself 
on different occasions while he was acting strange. 

l3. 1n 1995, Siaosi began collecting large amounts of empty two liter plastic bottles. Siaosi had 
hundreds oftbese bottles piled-up in the comer of his living roorojust to the right of the front 
entrance. When I asked Siaosi what he was doing with the bottles, he told me that be needed 
the bottles for the spaceship that he was bujJding. Siaosi explained that he was going to use 
the empty bottles to help with reentry into the atmm,-phere and landing the spacecraft. Tbe 
bottles were to serve as protective cushioning and insulation. Siaosi had a serious expression 
on his face during this conversation and he did not smile or laugh at all. Siaosi also 
maintained this idea for a long period of time. 

14. Siaosi began writing strange things and placing stickers all over the walls in his bedroo1U.
The writings very mostly weird symbols and Tongan words, and 1 never asked Siaosi what
any of it meant. Siaosi also placed various stickers aU over the wall in distinct wws and
patterns. Everything was arranged in a certain order that made sense to only Siaosi.

15. Siaosi often acted ljke a juvenile, and he was very immattp-e for his age. Siaosi. had a
mentality that was similar to his children, and it seemed at times like his wife, OeAnn, was
his mother because she was much more responsible than be was. When Siaosi played with
his children he interacted with them like he was their peer. Siaosi spoke like a child, laughed
like a child and engaged in childish activities like building and hiding in. forts around the
house that he made from mattresses, chairs and other things that be found around the
apartment. Siaosi allowed his kids to stay up late and he often played with them as late as
midnight. Siaosi ate cake and other junk foods as meals with his kids all the time. Siaosi
gave his kids so much junk food that they eventually did not like ii: as much and preferred
real food.

16. Besides the empty plastic bottles, Siaosi collected and hoarded various odd items that most
people would call junk or garbage. Siaosi collected discarded equipment that he'd find
around film sets like light gels. broken microphones, microphone stands, extension cords,
wires, and other random :items. Siaosi also collected about three dozen bizarre hats. Siaosi
had a large Chinese bat, a construction hat with a question mark on it, a Mexican sombrero,
cowboy hats, a Bee keeper hat, jungle hat, a welder's hat, a CrocodiJe Dundee hat, and
several others. Siaosi had at least a doze,o wigs that he wore. The wjgs were long haired.
short hair, a large Afro, dread locks, and colorful clown wigs. Siaosi wore all of these hats
and wigs out in public in various places. People often looked puzzled or rusturbed by
Siaosi's appearance but .he seemed like he was oblivious to the reactions of others around
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him. It was like be was in a world by himself. 

17. Siaosi went by various names and personalities throughout the time that I knew hlm. Siaosi
used the names Perrin, George, Giacomo, Sonny Brown, Rocky and others. Each one of his
personalities had their own distinct individual characteristics, speech patterns, behavior
pattern, background stories, and way of dressing. Siaosj never crossed these characteristics
between his personalities, they were always maintained separately.

l8. Generally speaking, Perrin was the name that Siaosi used when he was at home and around
friends in Los Angeles. Siaosi was Giacomo around the beach and certain neighborhood
friends.

19. Rocky and Sonny Brown were the crazier and more eccentric personalities. They had erratic
behavior patterns and were unpredictable. They both exhibited severe and sudden moods
swings, and if they were upset about something they both displayed blank and empty facial
expressions that caused people to fear for their safety. As time went on, Sonny Brown and
Rocky increasingly became tbe more dominant personalities in Siaosi's mind and his

behavior grew more bizarre.

20. Siaosi also had a super hero personality that he called "Super Rocky". When he was Super
Rocky, Siaosi dressed in tights, women's leggings, a thiek rope for a belt and a cape. Siaosi
frequently went out into the community and walked around the neighborhood in this outfil

21. At first, everyone was amused by Siaosi's bizarre behaviors because it was entertaining.
Siaosi was the butt of many jokes amongst our friends. However. as his strange behaviors
persisted and grew more disturbing it became obvious to me that Siaos.i was losing h.is mind

and it was no longer funny to anyone. His behaviors were totally unexplained and
unpredictable.

22. Siaosi began taking the diet drug, F en-Phen, in 1995 around the time that.coincided with the
start of bis more bizatTe behaviors. Siaosi did not sleep a lot when I lived with him, and Mike
Finau told me that Siaosi was staying up for days at a time around J 997, after I moved out.
Siaosi was taking some much Fen-Phen at that point that it was keeping him awake.

23. Starting around 1995, Siaosi began canying a large stick around with him where ever h.e
went. The stick was about seven feet long and six inches thick. Siaosi never banned anyone

with it but a lot of people around the community were afraid of him because they thought he
was crazy and they didn't know what he was capable of doing.

24. During a Halloween party, inl 996 or 1997, at the apartment of our friend Terry Williams,
Siaosi brought a real machete to the party and many people became uncomfortable. The
situation became more disturbing when he went out into the building's courtyard and began
chopping down a tree. When Te.rry asked Siaosi what he was doing, Siaosi said "l'm
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chopping down the tree of life." No one at the party had any idea what Siaosi was talking 
about, but everyone left him alone and stayed clear of him. 

25. Around 1996 or 1997, Siaosi purchased a hatchet. 1 don't know why Siaosi bought it but J
figured that it .had something to do wi.th Wolfchief, from the .Lake Havasu trip, because it
was the same type of hatchet. Siaosi was going to take the hatchet on an airplane ttip one
time until I convinced him that he'd never get through security with such an item. Siaosi
didn't explain why he was carrying around any weapons. l never saw or heard of Siaosi ever
hurting anyone with any of bis weapons.

26. When Siaosi ta]ked about his acting career he made it sound like he was getting work and
doing good in the industry. Siaosi mentioned that he was liked by various film producers,
be often got roles without having to audition for them, and that be was sometimes sent out
of town for work.

27. I only saw Siaosi in two acting projects. The first was in 1993 wl1en I saw a film c I ip of a
scene from a dinosaur movie where Siaosi was a background extra. Siaosi was not a main
character and he had no a speaking role. The second project was a Miller Beer television
commercial in 1995 or 1996, and 1 saw it on television a couple times.

28. Around 1996,. Siaosi told me that Francis Ford Coppola personally flew him out to China
to play a part in a movie tbat he was shooting. Siaosi claimed that he didn't ba.ve to audition
for the role because Coppola was already familiar with his work. 1 never saw a plane ticket

nor any pictures or videos ofSiaosi's time in China. Siaosi always took pictures and videos
of the things that be did, so l found it strange tbatSiaosi didn't do these things on such a trip.
Siaosi never told me the name of the film, he never described hls role and l never saw the
movie.

29. When Siaosi came back from his alleged trip to China, be had Chinese hats and other wares
that could be easily purchased on the streets of Little China. Siaosi also bad a hotel travel
kit and he was gone for about a week. l never knew whether Siaosi .really went on this trip
because it took place at the height of the time when his bizarre behaviors were occurring.

30. Siaosi's mental health began deteriorating and he began losing control of his life by I 996-
1997, and there was a noticeable change in his general personality. Siaosi went from being
a warm dedicated father and husband who was inseparable from his family, to being distant
and cold. Although he never mistreated his family, Siaosi began isolating himself and
showing them no attention or affection.

31. Siaosi went from being a clean and well kept person, to being dirty and unkept. Siaosi
stopped bathing and cleaning his laundzy regularly, and frequently wore dirty clothes. Siaosi
stopped shaving, cutting and combing his hair, and allowed his head and facial hairs to grow
out wildly. Siaosi's overall hygiene fell apart.
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32. Siaosi began speaking in tongues and other meaningless gibberish. Siaosi frequently
rambled about biblical topics and the teachings of prophet Joseph Smith. in ways that made
no sense. Siaosi often spoke in circles and it was impossible to follow or understand his
point. During these incoherent conversations, Siaosi sometimes stuck out bis tongue and
began doing the Tongan warrior dance for no reason.

33. Siaosi had an imaginary friend, a god whom be called "Lester," that he often spoke to.
Siaosi told me that Lester was a more powerful being than Jesus and the devil because Lester
controlled the entire universe, whereas Jesus and the devil only had power here on the earth.
Lester also had something to do with Siaosi's other delusion in regards to building a space
era.ft to leave the earth. Siaosi was leaving earth to meet Lester in another galaxy.

34. As a result of his mental issues, people around Siaosi often encouraged him to tell them all
of the details about his various delusions so they could all have a 1augh at his expense.
Siaosi was serious when he talked about his delusions, even when everyone around him
laughed at h.im. Siaosi didn't seem to realize that he was being made fun of, and this angered

me. It was like they were making fun of a handicapped person and T often bad to tell
everyone to leave Siaosi alone. I never encouraged Siaosi to talk about bis delusions because
it was disturbing and painful for me to see what was happening to him.

35. Siaosi had some problems with police officers around Los Angeles, and the officers were
Caucasian. Siaosi was often profiled because be was a large, brown Polynesian man who
looked threatening and the police treated him harshly and with a lot of suspicion.

36. In 1996, r was out driving around Beverly Hills one evening with Siaosi and our late friend,
Joel Johnson. We were all taking in the sights1joking around with the prostitutes and other
people we saw walking the streets and having a good time. At some point we turned off the

main road and drove into a residential community to find a secluded place to urinate. After
we finished and were about to reenter the car, a police squad car pulled up and the officers
started questioning us. The cops wanted to know what we were doing in that .neighborhood
so late. Joel and l were calm and responded respectfully as we answered the officers'
questions. The situation seemed under control until Siaosi became belligerent and told the
cops that he wasn't going to tell them anything. This is when I started speaking over Siaosi
and explained to the officers that we were just urinating and meant no hann. The officers
ended up letting us go with only a warning and we were grateful because Siaosi could have
made the situation much worse.

37. In 1997, I was hanging out at the Castle Bar in Manhattan Beach one evening, with Siaosi,
and our late friend, Joel Johnson, when someone in the bar got into an altercation with Joel.
Siaosi was very protective ofh.is friends so he came to Joel's assistance aud a fight broke out.
Siaosi beat the guy along with three orfour ofhis friends, and then the three of us leftthe bar
together. Shortly after we pulled off, we were stopped by the police. Joel and l complied
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with the officers' orders to get out of the car, but Siaosi refused to move. Siaosi stayed in 
his seat with his seatbelt on and the window rolled up. The officers broke the window next 
to Siaosi's seat and began beating him and spraying him in the face with mace. However, 
the mace bad zero effect on Siaosi and be showed no ign of being bothered by it at all. 
Siaosi never defended himself or retaliated against the police tl1roughout the incident. He 
just sat there taking the beating and mace to his face witboutmoving. The officers then cut 
Siaosi's seatbelt off and it took about four of them to drag him out throt1gb the broken 
window. S-iaosi was charged with resisting arrest. 

38. The only person from the Washoe county public defender's office who met with me in
person was an older gentleman wbo was an investigator. The interview was short, the
investigator seemed like he was just going through the motions and be wasn't very interested
in anything that 1 had to say. I also had a brief telephone conversation with a male attorney
from the same office, and l believe bis name was Specchio. My conversation with Specchio
was similar to my conversation with the investigator because he didn't seem interested in
what l said either and the discussion was brief.

39. Herbert Duzant of the Federal Public Defender office was the first person to di cuss Siao i's
case with me since the time ofmy contact with the Washoe County public defender's office.
r would have told Siaosi 's trial attorneys everything that I have stated here in this declaration
had I been asked. 1 also would have been willing to testify on Siaosi's behalf if necessary.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is
declaration was executed on April,M_ 2011 in Los Ange 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

�Kir}J 

�i(f� �� 
Declaration Of Robert,,Kliffl' 

� 

I, Robert�. declare as follows: � 
�K/r1';J SI� 

My name is Robert �, I am 4Q years old and J currently reside in Los Angeles county. 
I am a former friend of Siaosi Vanisi and we first met one another twenty years ago. 

l met Siaosi in 1991 at an LDS church dance for young adults. Siaosi was a very nice and
sociable person and fun to be around. Siaosi and I became friends almost instantly and we
spent a lot of time together from that point forward. Siaosi and l attended the same LDS
ward in Manhattan Beach, California, and we both frequented many chw·ch events in the
communjty. My other friends, David Goodman and Rand Putnam, also spent a lot of time
around Siaosi as well.

When I first met Siaosi he introduced himself as George. As time went on, I observed Siaosi 
tell other people that his name was Perrin, Giacomo, Rocky and others names. J don't recall 
Siaosi ever explaining why he used various names. 

Siaosi told me that he was born in Tonga but moved to northern California when he was a
boy. Siaosi also mentioned that his family were business owners when they were in Tonga, 
and that they owned a Meat Market. 

Siaosi told me about some of the dysfunction within his family. Siaosi said that his mother 
was a prostitute and tbat she gave him away at birth so that another relative could raise him. 
Siaosi said he had a difficult childhood, and that he had a very mean uncle who was always 
on his back. Siaosi said he left northen California, in part. to get away from this uncle. 

1n 1992, Siaosi left Los Angeles and moved to Arizona. Siaosi told me that be was going to 
attend college and play college football out there. However, things did not work out w-ith

school and Siaosi ended up getting a girl pregnant before he returned to Los Angeles within 
a year. 

7. When Siaosi returned to Los Angeles he began dating DeAnn and then she became pregnant
with their first son, Forest, within the frrst few months of their relationship. After Forest's
birth, Siaosi and DeAnn were married at the Manhattan Beach LDS ward.

8. Life was a financial struggle for Siaosi and DeAnn, because he bad to work bard to make
ends meet. Siaosi tried his best to be a good father to bis children and a good husband to his
new bride. Siaosi worked restaurant jobs and he was also a bouncer at a nightclub.

9. My wife, Lynn, helped DeAnn get a job at her place of employment, the Quality Care
Pharmaceutical company. DeAnn had no transportation, so Lynn drove DeAnn to work each
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morning and back home each afternoon after work. This situation worked out fine until 
Siaosi's friend Greg and l had a falling out over a gasket that I repaired on his car. Siaosi and 
DeAnn sided with Greg, and DeAnn quit her job at Lynn's company even though they 
depended on DeAnn's jncome. Siaosi and DeAnn fell on hard times afterwards and they 
both had trouble maintaining jobs. 

10. Siaosi had a job working as a waiter for Eddie's Diner, which is now closed, and Olive
Garden, in Manhattan Beach. Siaosi was also a bouncer at a local club but be quit one night
after hitting a male patron in the mouth during a dispute. Siaosi needed the money but quit
anyway, even though it wasn't certain that he would lose his job over the incident.

11. Siaosi became so desperate for money that he sought financial assistance from the Manhattan
Beach LDS ward. The church provided Siaosi with some financial support. but it was not
enough to help Siaosi make ends meet. This is when Siaosi started working for his elderly
female neighbor, Cynthia, who lived next to him at the Dufour Avenue apartment.

12. In the beginning, Cynthia hired Siaosi to drive her around to different places and she allowed
him to use her car at times. As time went on, Siaosi began receiving money from Cynthia
in return for sexual favors. Cynthia was a heavyset and elderly woman who was an
alcoholic. Cynthia also suffered from poor health and she was in pretty bad shape phisicalJy.
Siaosi was disgusted with himself for stooping to such a low level to earn money, but he
couldn't stop because he needed the money.

13. I accompanied Siaosi and Greg Garner on a trip to Lake Havasu in 1993. when we met a
gentleman who called himself "Wolfchief' at a gas station after our car broke down. We� were driving in Greg's Bronco SVV�-t-Re StlfH@ oRe mitil tbe ga�ket iii-1ue that l �:.',@9. � � 
Wolfcbief agreed to take us to Lake Havasu and we were all together for a few days. l recall 
that Wolfchief pulled out a batch.et, at some point during the ttip, and raised it over his bead 
after Siaosi asked him bow he protected himself on the roads. Both Greg and I became 
terrified, as we sat in the back seat. Siaosi thought that it was great, be acted nonchalant and 
was laugbjng as he sat in the front passenger seat with Wolfchief hold.ing the hatchet over 
his bead. I thought we were all going to die but Siaosi was amused. 

14. I believe that Siaosi's experience with Wolfchief could have been where be got the idea to 
arm himself with a hatchet. Siaosi ended up purchasing a hatchet of hjs own in Los Angeles 
sometime after our weekend with Wolfchief. 

15. Siaosi frequently complained about being stopped by the police in Los Angles and he told
me that he had always had problems with the police, even when he lived in northen
California and other places. I heard that the police once stopped Siaosi while he was driving
a Volkswagen van and they told him to exit the car but he refused. The cops then began
beating Siaosi as he sat in the driver's seat. Siaosi never hit any of the officers back, he just
sat there holding the steering wheel with both hands and banging on. The police arrested him
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and released him on the same day because he wasn't stopped for a major infraction and he 
didn't assault the officers. It was a situation that could have been avoided if Siaosi simply 
complied with the officers' directives. 

16. I bad absolutely no idea that Siaosihad been excommunicated from the LOS church in 1994.
Excommunicated LDS members are still allowed to continue coming to Sunday worship
services even though they are no longer official members of the church. However,
excommunicated members are not allowed to take part in various church ceremonies and
activities, such as laying hands on their children during the blessing ceremony.

17. Most excommunicated members are given a path back to rejoining the priesthood after
completing whatever requirements that are set forth by the bishops and church elders.
However, there are a couple sins that requires the excommunicat-ion to be permanent. One
such sin is murder, and the other is denying the existence of God.

18. Excommunication is a tremendously big deal for someone in the church and ostracization
often follows if the news gets out. This is why it is a very secretive process, especially whet1
the member is given a path to regain membership within the priesthood. A member may be
excommunicated and no one in the church will ever find out about it, besides the elders and
the bishops. Most congregants might not suspect that a member has been excommunicated
simply because he or she is not weruing their garments to the temple, because- many
contemporary Monnons go to church without their garments.

19. Amongst all of the other pressures in Siaosi's life, during the mid-1990's, his ex
communication was probably one of the most major issues amongst the other circumstances.
The LOS church was always such a central part of Siaosi 's life that he had to be affected by
having his membership taken away.

20. Throughout the mid-l 990's, I could tell that Siaosi suffered from some fom1 of mental
disturbances, and this is when I began distancing myself from Siaosi.

21. Siaosi had at least five different personah ties and tl1ey each bad their own individual names
and characteristics. l first noticed Siaosi's multiple personality issues around 1995,but I
don't recall the specific details of each of his identities.

22. Siaosi suffered from unexplained sudden bursts of anger and severe mood swings. My wife,
Lynn, and I once drove from Los Angeles up to Kem River with Siaosi and DeAnn for a
weekend getaway. Siaosi and DeAnn drove in their car, and we were in ours. Siaosi was
very friendly and nice while we were driving up to tbe lake. When we stopped along the
way, Siaosi was his nom1al pleasant self. However, as soon as we all reached our
destination, Siaosi underwent a sudden, unexplained and extreme shift in his mood. All of
a sudden, Siaosi began treating my wife and I like we were bis mortal enemies. Siaosi began
speaking to both of us in a ve1y nasty manner, and when we tried to share the food that we
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all brought to eat, Siaosi told us not to touch his food and that we should just eat our own. 
Siaosi acted like he was someone else and not the person we knew and loved. Siaosi seemed 
almost like he had been possessed by an evil spirit. Siaosi's facial expression and whole 
demeanor had changed to the point that be visibly looked like someone else. My wife and 
I were so disturbed tba1 we decided to tum around and drove back to Los Angeles and we left 
Siaosi and DeAnn. 

23. Siaosi engaged in delusional conversations at times. I once overheard Siaosi talking about
how to make a Jaser gun, as well as some other crazy things.

24. Siaosi used to walk around bundled up in heavy coats and hats in the middle of summers in
Los Angeles. Siaosi didn't like his feet to be covered so he cut the toes out on all of his
shoes instead of just buying sandals.

25. Siaosi wanted nothing more than to have a successful marriage and to be a good father, and
this is a major reason why Siaosi began to deteriorate mentally after DeAnn left him and took
their children in 1996. Things became even worse for Siaosi when DeAnn did not allow him

to see his children. Siaosi entered a deep state of depression and became withdrawn. He
began spending a lot more time by himself and he was not the same jolly fellow that he had
always been. Siaosi spoke very negatively about his life's circumstances and complained
about not being able to find a job to take care of himself, because DeAnn was the only
breadwinner in their home at the time that she left. Siaosi told me that not even McDonald's
wanted to hire him.

26. Siaosi was very frustrated with his life by J 996 and he frequently complained about all of bis
circumstances. Siaosi complained about having sex in exchange for money with a sickly
elderly woman. He spoke about how he failed his family and the LOS church. He

complained about cops constantly harassing him. Siaosi seemed hopeless because he saw no
way out of his situation. I'm convinced that Sfaosi cracked under the pressures and his
mental state deteriorated.

27. In 1996, Siaosi was involved in a car accident around Rosecrans Avenue and Sepulveda
Blvd, not long after DeAnn left him. r was not present at the time, so l don't know the extent
of Siaosi's injuries or which hospital he was taken to.

28. One day when my wife, Lynn, went to Siaosi's apartment by herself, at some point i.n late
1996, he told her that I was in a horrible accident and that he didn't know if l was going to
survive. Lynn started crying and became hysterical. Lynn then called my mother and began
telling her what Siaosi told her. My mother then became paniclced and upset when all of a
sudden Siaosi started laughing. When Lynn asked Siaosi why be was laughing he told her
that he made up the entire story. This is when my wife fust realized that he was out of his
mind and she didn't want me spending time around him. I stopped banging around Siaosi
in large part because Lynn gave me an ultimatum. Lynn told me to either stop spending time
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with him or she'd leave me. My parents also thought that it was best that I stay away from 
Siaosi as well. My parents always thought that Siaosi was crazy and they never trusted him. 
Whenever Siaosio came to my parents' house for any reason he was not allowed to cross the 
driveway. I may have seen Siaosi one time in early 1997 but I was not arowid him for long 
on that day. 

29. l never saw Siaosi abusing any substances in my presence. I heard from common friends that
Siaosi may have drank alcohol and smoked pot after I stopped spending time around him.
As far as I know, Siaosi was acting weird before he began drinking and smoking.

30. Shortly after Siaosi's arrest on the instant case, the church elders attempted to reach out to
Siaosi and interact with him when be was in jail awaiting trial but Siaosi rejected their offer
and told them that be wanted nothing to do with them.

31. [ recall having one telephone conversation with Siaosi's trial attorney, Michael Specchio,
which lasted about 45 minutes prior to the start of his trial. Specchio did not seem the least
bit interested in bearing the things that 1 had to say and he only asked surface types of
questions. Specchio seemed like he was just going through the motions and completing an
item on a checklist. The conversation seemed like a waste of my time because 1 could sense

\.. � tbat Specch�o dido 't care .. No one ever visited me in person and I never heard from Siaosi 's
Ne_) .___1awyers agam_:z: h,,,e/(tl/11,ed J,-;�Ji'J �i/d,-11e,,r_ -lo c..{JJI .-e �

f;1r a,.yf-1 . .r,,.J +�¥ /l�d-e,J J v1- l� 11 ,e.,,ver �//ed Ae.- �Bc...,;t__ 
32. Herbert Duzant of the Federal Public Defender office was tbe first person to discuss Siaosi's

case with me since the time of my contact with his trial attorney. I would have to1d Siaosi's
trial lawyers eve1ytbing tbat ( have stated in this declaration had tbey taken the time to ask
me about these details.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and cotTect and that this
declaration was executed on April� 20 l l in Los Angeles county, California. 
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Declaration Of Toa Vimahi 

I, Toa Vimahi, declare as follows: 

1. My name is Toa Vimahi, I am 80 years old and I currently reside in Washoe County,
Nevada. Siaosi Vanisi is my nephew as he is the son of my late sister, Luisa Tafuna. I was
living in Tonga at the time of Siaosi's birth and I have known and interacted with him all of
his life.

2. The Tafuna family originally comes from the town of Pangai, on the Island of Ha' Api,
Tonga. My grandparents, parents, siblings and I were all born on Ha' Api. The name Finau
was never our family's name. Finau was the middle name of my father, TevitaFinau Tafuna.
Wherever myself and my siblings names were listed with the last name Finau on any records
is an error. The concept of having a last name is something that was introduced to Tonga
through our contact with western culture, so it's common to see many names being used
within the same family, especially in the old days.

3. My's eldest twin brothers, Esei and Sosaia, were the only two siblings who had a different
mother. Esei and Sosaia were also the only two who were not raised in the same household,
as they lived with their mother's relative, "Mau." This is partly why Maile became the leader
of the family even though he wasn't the oldest son. The other part is because Esei left Tonga

in the l 950's and lived in New Zealand for several years before moving to the states and
residing in Arizona. Thus, Esei was never around the family enough to claim the role of
being head of the family. Sosaia, on the other hand, was around but never interested in such
things.

4. My mom, Olotomu, died in 1947 when Luisa was only 7 and Toeumu was 2 years old. I do
not recall how deeply Luisa and Toeumu were affected by the passing of our mother. I was
only in high school at the time and grieving myself.

5. Myself and my siblings attended the Government Primary School that was located on the
island of Ha' Api, where we originated. My dad, Tevita Tafuna, was a teacher and principal
of this school. The school went from the p

t to 5th grades.

6. Myself and all of my siblings attended high school on the main island, Tongatapu, because
there was no high school on the island of Ha' Api. We all attended "Makeke High School"
which was an LDS institution and the forerunner to "Liahonna High School." The school
went from grades 6th thru 10th

• While I attended Mekeke HS, my older brothers Esei, Sosaia
and Maile were also going there. I did not finish high school because the church began
construction of the Liahonna in the late 1940's and the girls were sent home while the boys
stayed to help build the school, while also attending classes. As a result, my older brothers
all finished their high school studies and earned their diplomas, but I did not. My younger
siblings, Mali, Luisa and Toeumu, all went straight to Liahonna, but I believe that Mali was
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the only�f the three who finished his studies there. In the years following high school, I was 
employed by Liahonna HS as a Housemother at the girls boarding facilities. I worked there 
until I retired in 1972 and moved to the U.S. with the family. 

7. My family's lifestyle was upper middle-class, and we were well off by Tongan standards.
The family lived in the village of Pangai, and there were three homes on my father's
property. There were two European style homes, and one Tongan style home made with the
traditional wooden frame and galvanized roofing.

8. Besides being a teacher/principal, my dad also sold cooked food off of a cart. My father
owned a farm where he grew various crops and owned several animals, horses, cows, pigs,
and chickens. We always had food to eat and good clothing to wear. My husband and I
owned a convenience store on Ha' Api, and we also did well with our business.

9. By the l 950's, my dad, Tevita, decided that it would be better for the family to move to
Tongatapu because there were more opportunities to do business and other things there. My
dad purchased land in the Kolomatua section of Nukualofa, and instructed his son, Maile,
to move there with his new bride, Mele, after they married. My dad took apart the Tongan
style home on his land in Pangai, Ha'api, and shipped it to Tongatapu where it was
reconstructed on his land in Kolomatua. Maile and Mele previously lived on my family's
land in Nuiatua, but they moved to my dad's house in Kolomotua to prepare the way for the
rest of the family. Maile lived in this location for a couple years before purchasing a larger
plot of land in the Longolongo section of Kolomatua, Nukualofa.

10. The first wave of siblings to move permanently to Tongatapu were Esei, Sosaia, Maile and
Moli. Luisa and Toeumu followed in the years afterwards and then my husband and I joined
the family. My dad, Tevita, lived between Ha' api and Tongatapu until 1959 when everyone
in the immediate family moved to Nukualofa, Tongatapu.

11. Maile owned a transportation service consisting of a bus, taxis, and Minimokes, which are
also known as b�xis. He also owned a delivery truck, a mutton meat importation
bus_ine��cean net fish farm located on his wife Mele's family land. Maile

� -~-was a successful business man on the island. Maile's endeavors were all part of the family's 
-,c v · .  \ 

business, because everyone worked and partnered with Maile, and we all pooled our money 
together for the support and advancement of everyone. Brother Moli helped Maile with the 
meat importation business because he worked for Liahonna High School food department 
and was responsible for ordering the meat and other food needed by the school. My husband, 
Tevita Vimahi, previously owned a successful market in Ha'api and agreed to come to 
Tongatapu to help Maile run the transportation and meat market. Our family also owned an 
ice-cream parlor that I managed. Just about everyone worked in the family business in some 
way. Our family enjoyed a good life and social status which was much better than the one 
they found in the U.S. 
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12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

Luisa was spending a lot of time out of the family home and partying everyday. She suddenly 
came home pregnant with Sitiveni. The father of the baby was a police officer named 
Wel£QBt Palu who originally came from the island ofVava'u. �i and Lusia were not 
dating in a long term relationship, and no one in the family knew that they were seeing each 
other. 

( \.LJ ' N°" ��\SV\,1Our brothers were angry at Nelsoniand wanted to physically harm him for impregnating our 
younger sister Luisa, but our father, Tevita, stopped them, explaining to them that every 
family has members who make mistakes. My dad told them it was their job to love Luisa and 
her child, and he warned them not to do anything that would bring shame to themselves or 
the family. Our brothers then let it go and no one attempted to harm �i. t\t\lUo 
Moli, and his wife, Lose, decided to adopt Sitiveni and raise him as their own child because 
Luisa was still young and not married. Moli immigrated to the U.S. in 1960 or 1961, before 
Sitiveni's birth, and later sent for Sitiveni in 1969, when he was 8 years old. Nelsoniwas 
never a part of Sitiveni's life. 

Stani was a relative on our paternal side of the family, but he was not a first cousin. Stani's 
father was Sione Havilli and I can not recall exactly how we are related. The incest taboo 
was not as significant in this situation because they weren't first cousins, but significant 
enough to prevent Stani and Luisa from marrying. I believe no one in the family had any idea 
that Luisa was involved with Stani during the two times that she became pregnant from him. 
Stani was never a part of Leini or Moale's lives at all. 

There was a lot of animosity within our fami.ly, against Luisa, when she became pregnant a 
second time out of wedlock, with daughter��- Our family could understand making 
one mistake, but after the second time, many people within our family said that Luisa "was 
just stupid." No one was mad at ,filillli All of the blame was placed on Luisa. Luisa never 
explained to our family her reasons for the way that she was conducting her life. Our 
brothers didn't express much concern over the situation and washed their hands from Luisa's 
problems. They believed that something was wrong with Luisa's brain and she couldn't 
control herself. There was never any expectations of Stani to marry Luisa because he was 
a blood relative. � was adopted by my brother Moli and his wife, Lose, but Kaloline 
did not live with them until she came to the U.S. with Luisa in 1976, at age 11. 

Maka'afa was the son of an affluent police inspector named Kuli Vanisi. Maka'afa was 
always a nice person, but he was a heavy drinker when Luisa first met him. Maka'afa never 
had a sense of responsibility throughout their relationship. Maka'afa' s family was against the 
idea of him marrying Luisa because she had two children by two different men and was never 
married. Nevertheless, Maka'afa married Luisa against his family's wishes and they went 
on to have three children together, Sela, Tevita Siu and Siaosi. 
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18. As far as I recall, Luisa and Maka'afa married some time before Sela's birth. I have no
recollection of attending their wedding ceremony or celebration, and I thought that it wasn't
unusualif no ceremony or celebration was held, under Luisa's circumstances. Luisa had two

children out of wedlock and she was not a virgin bride. In our family tradition, only virgins
are given big wedding ceremonies and celebrations. I believe that the Kolomatua LDS Ward

may have a record of their marriage. Maka'afa was born Methodist but he converted to
Mormonism and he was actually baptized when he married Luisa.

19. Luisa constantly scolded Maka'afa and she was always angry with him throughout their
marriage. Maka'afa never argued with Luisa in my presence. Maka' afa usually smiled and
walked away. The arguments were usually centered around Maka'afa's lack of

responsibility.

20. Maka'afa left Luisa and abandoned their family while she was pregnant with Siaosi, or when
he was a newborn. Siaosi was then given to our sister Toeumu, because she had no children
of her own. I do not know if Luisa would have given Siaosi away if Maka'afa had not left
her and their children.

21. After Luisa's relationship ended with Siaosi's father Maka'afa, she began to briefly be
involved with Stani Havilli a second time. Luisa became pregnant a second time from Stani
and had Moale. Moale was adopted by one of Stani's close relatives and he was the only one

of Luisa's children who was left behind in Tonga when the rest of our family relocated to the
states.

22. I do not know the details of how Luisa and Peni met, or the circumstances of their life
together in Tonga because this all took place in the years after I left Tonga for the U.S. After
Perri came to the states with Luisa and her children, I did not see much of his interaction with
Siaosi. Siaosi also never told me about his relationship with Peni. Luisa ultimately decided
to divorce Peni after she discovered that he was cheating on her with another woman. Luisa
had no tolerance for infidelity.

23. Our family was originally Methodist, but my dad, Tevita Tafuna, was one of the first to
convert to Mormonism. This took place before myself or any of my siblings were born. The
LOS church was the central part of our family's life and activities from the time before my
birth up until today.

24. My father, Tevita, was actually the first LDS District Officer on our native island, Ha'api.

When the LDS Church began appointing local Tongans to the office of Bishop, my brother
Maile was the first made LDS Bishop in Nukualofa, Tonga's capital. After Maile came to
the U.S. he was appointed by the church to be a "Patriarch", a non-administrative title that
is higher than a Bishop. This title is a sacred and spiritual position within the church. Maile

was well known and respected for the work that he did outside of the church to help people
within the Tongan community in Northern California, Salt Lake City and other places within
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the U.S. In addition to Tevita and Maile, there arc various people within our family who 
hold different positions within the church. 

25. The first LDS church that our family attended was located in the village of Fasi, on
Tongatapu, at a building that the church leased from the government. After the lease ended,
Maile founded the Kolomatua Ward in Nukualofa and he designed the grounds outside of
the church with palm trees and a beautiful array of flowers. This was the first church in
Tonga to be landscaped in this manner and he told the family that he was inspired by the
beautiful landscaping that he saw in Salt Lake City when he first went there in the early
1 960's to attend a church conference.

26. Siaosi was sent home from his LDS mission at age 19 because he had impregnated a girl in
San Bruno before he left. Siaosi being sent home from his mission was a tremendous
disappointment for our family by itself. What made matters worse was the fact that it was
because of Siaosi engaging in an act of fornication with his paternal first-cousin. Siaosi
essentially broke the laws of God by fornicating as well as the tenets of Tongan culture, by
engaging in incest.

27. In Tongan culture first cousins are the same as siblings, and incest is considered one of the
highest taboos. As Tongans, we believe that incest brings a curse upon the family that it
occurs within and a curse to the life of a child produced out of it. Other Tongan families
usually ostracize the family where the incest occurred, and forbid their family members from
marrying into the incestuous family, to prevent the curse from coming upon them. Incest
within a family lowers the entire family status and they are seen as being "like animals" to
everyone in the community. When Siaosi impregnated his first cousin, all of the Tongan
families around San Bruno knew about it and gossiped about our family. Even now, people
in the community still talk about our family situation, and our family has never fully lived

down the shame.

28. The fact that Siaosi did not know the girl was his first cousin is of no consequence to the
cultural beliefs and the community's reaction to the circumstances. The situation negatively
effected and damaged the reputations of both the Tafuna and Vanisi side of our family.
Siaosi's act of incest brought the most shame to our family, and incest is on the same level
as homicide in the eyes of our Tongan community.

29. When Siaosi returned home from his mission, everyone in our family was individually
talking to him and asking him how he could bring such shame and embarrassment to the
family. Siaosi was very apologetic and spent a lot of time crying during this period. Family

pride and shame are serious matters of concern within Tongan culture and when a family
member fails the way that Siaosi did, it is a heavy burden to bear. Looking back, I realized
that the family placed a lot of pressure on Siaosi and he probably internalized all of the
shame and negative things that people told him. Even though the family still loved and
ultimately forgave him, I believe that Siaosi left town and moved to Los Angeles to get away
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from the entire situation. 

30. Tevita Siu was the strangest of Luisa's children. Tevita Siu did not care about the feelings
of others and he engaged in various naughty behaviors. Whenever there was a fight in the

streets, Tevita Siu would run to be a part of it. Tevita Siu willingly fought for anyone who
asked for his help. I always thought that Tevita Siu had something wrong with his mind, but
I do not know what exactly was wrong with him.

31. Unlike Siaosi, Tevita Siu never did things to make our family proud, so there was never any
expectations for his life. As a result, Maile and others in our family never became too upset
with Tevita Siu or lectured him the way they did Siaosi. Our family saw Siaosi's potential,
so they rode him much harder and always held him to a higher standard than Tevita Siu, and
also to his older brother, Sitiveni. Tevita Siu was considered a lost cause.

32. Whenever the men in Luisa's life abandoned her, Maile was the man in our family who
stepped up to fulfill their fatherly needs. Umu never had a man in her life, so she depended

on Maile's support even more than Luisa did. I believe this is why Maile always had so
much to say to Siaosi, and that Maile often treated Siaosi in a harsh manner even though he
meant well.

33. While everyone in the family took part in raising Siaosi, and all of the children within the
family, I feel no single person did more to help and support Luisa and her children than
Maile did. He did this from the bottom of his heart. Maile paid for everyone's paperwork
and transportation to the U.S., he fed everyone and at times he gave money to our family
members and others, helping everyone make ends meet.

34. Looking back, I believe that Siaosi probably needed Maile to be more tolerant, gentle and
understanding in his expressions of love towards him.

35. I am the one in our family who has the gift of seeing visions and interpreting dreams. I saw
Sitiveni in one of his dreams and that led to his current sobriety. My interpretations of
dreams and telling the future has been so accurate that many members of my family became
frightened of the things that I had to say and asked me to stop telling them what was going
to happen. I have also communicated with the souls of several of my deceased family
members in dreams, and they told me about things to come that proved true.

36. Luisa once communicated with the soul ofMaile's deceased brother in-law, Siaosi Pohahau,
back in Tonga shortly after his passing. Siaosi Pohahau told her to make sure that his son,
Siaosi Pohahau Jr., stayed in the family instead of going to live with his mother, Vika.

37. Toeumu also saw spirits of the deceased in her sleep. Toeumu once saw our dead brothers
in a dream, and they told her "let's go" and that they wanted to take me. Toeumu told them
no and that she needed me to stay here with her. I was sick at the time and admitted into
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Peninsula Hospital. I told Toeumu that her dream was correct because I also saw our 
deceased brothers, and they told me the same thing and I told them that it wasn't my time. 

38. When I was contacted by Siaosi's legal representatives during the time of the trial I was
never asked in-depth questions about my family's history nor most of what I have stated in
this declaration. I would have provided Siaosi' s attorneys with everything that I have stated
here had they asked me, and I would have testified to these facts at the time of my trial
testimony.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this
declaration was executed on April � 2011 in Washoe County, Nevada. 
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