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MEMO
WARREN J. GELLER, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 10047
COFER & GELLER, LLC
601 South Tenth Street
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
P: (702) 777-9999
F: (702) 777-9995
Attorney for Defendant

DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA

THE STATE OF NEVADA,

Plaintiff,

vs.

LUIS CASTRO, 

Defendant.

Case no. C-16-314092-1

Dep’t no. XXX

Date of hearing: March 26, 2019
Time of hearing: 8:30 AM

SENTENCING MEMORANDUM ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT LUIS CASTRO

 COMES NOW the Defendant, LUIS CASTRO, by and through WARREN J. GELLER, ESQ. of 

COFER & GELLER, LLC,  and  submits the instant sentencing memorandum for this Court’s

consideration.

DATED this 24th day of March, 2019.

COFER & GELLER, LLC

By: /s/ Warren Geller

WARREN J. GELLER, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 10047
Attorney for Defendant
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I. PERSONAL HISTORY AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DEFENDANT

The defendant, Luis Angel Castro, was born on March 21, 1986 in Celaya, Mexico. As 

an infant he was brought to the United States by his parents, both of whom raised him, 

along with his two older brothers, in California until he was 10 years old. Although he en-

joyed much of his childhood in California, Luis was repeatedly sexually molested by an un-

cle at a very young age. According to clinical neuropsychologist Sharon  Jones-Forrester, 

Ph.D.,  who examined Luis  after his entry of plea,  he endured “lasting traumatic stress” 

which  manifested itself in a number of symptoms, such as depression and wetting the bed 

into his early teenage years. See Exhibit A (attached). 

At age ten, Luis and his immediate family left California to return to Mexico. While 

in Mexico, Luis assisted his family on a ranch by helping with chores and tending to ani-

mals, which he enjoyed immensely. However, at age fifteen, Luis and his family returned to 

the United States, this time to live in North Las Vegas. Upon arriving in Las Vegas, Luis en-

rolled at Rancho High School. Although he was a good student initially, he was commonly 

bullied for being obese and eventually dropped out and turned to drug use to cope with the 

stress of both being bullied in school, and then from dropping out.

Throughout the remainder of Luis’ teens and early to mid-twenties, aside from peri-

odic drug use, he was both productive and law abiding.1 Luis first worked in a market mak-

ing mole sauce in the summers, starting at age fifteen. He then worked for four years as a 

security guard at Mariana’s market. At age 21, Luis desired higher paying employment and 

joined the Carpenter’s Union, which helped him obtain employment on projects such as the 

construction of City Center. By 2009, Luis began working for his family’s business, Castro 

Enterprises, albeit periodically at times, until the date of his arrest in the instant case. Luis 

also participated in a leadership program in Las Vegas in an attempt to improve himself. 

See Exhibit B (attached). 

1 Page  two  of  the  PSI  erroneously  states  that  the  age  of  Luis’  first  arrest  was  “19  or  
younger” despite no such arrest appearing in section IV of the PSI. Accordingly, the par-
ties have agreed to strike that language from the PSI.
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Unfortunately, more recently in Luis’ life, his addiction began to get the better of 

him. As indicated in the attached neuropsychological evaluation, Luis attended several ex-

tensive  inpatient  treatment  programs wherein  he  enjoyed periods  of  sobriety  for  many 

months at a time. However, when he relapsed, he often relapsed with increasing intensity,  

which sometimes included mixing heroin with methamphetamine. During his more recent 

relapses, Luis elected to leave his parents’ home to avoid using drugs around children in his 

extended family who were often there. When Luis left the home, he became more regularly 

exposed to the influences of criminals with whom he used drugs. The undersigned believes 

that it was these influences, coupled with the mixing of methamphetamine with heroin, that 

gave rise to the events of March 2016, whereas with Luis’ previous drug use up to this point 

in his life had not resulted in such drastic consequences.

II. THE OFFENSE CONDUCT

On March 7, 2016 Luis was intoxicated and, unfortunately, was in the company of 

the c0-defendants, most of whom, prior to their relationship with Luis, had been long ac-

customed to committing violent crimes and property crimes.2 While Luis and his co-defen-

dants were in their intoxicated state, they conceived of a foolhardy plan to collect a small 

debt from the victim in this case by scaring him while in an abandoned house. However, 

Luis is adamant that he never agreed to, nor intended to, inflict any life-threatening or per-

manent harm to the victim. 

Specifically,  Luis  explained  to  the  undersigned  and previously  to  the  police  in  a 

recorded and transcribed interview that, on March 7, 2016, while he and the co-defendants 

were at the vacant home with the victim, when things became particularly violent, he at-

2 The undersigned does not have access to the co-defendants’ presentence investigation 
reports  to  see  their  national  criminal  histories,  but  can see  in  Odyssey that  Fabiola 
Jimenez has a lengthy criminal history dating back to 2005 which involves drug crimes, 
theft crimes, and sex crimes. Additionally, Lionel King has criminal history dating back 
to 2012 for offenses such as attempted felony child abuse/neglect for abusing a three-
year-old child.
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tempted to persuade the other defendants to stop hurting the victim.3 When his entreaty fell 

on deaf ears, Luis, who was becoming unnerved at the violent escalation that was taking 

place, left the vacant house on a pretense. Specifically, co-defendant Jimenez made refer-

ence to wanting beer and Luis seized the opportunity to go acquire it. Although, during 

Luis’  interview, the investigating detectives expressed doubt regarding the truth of what 

Luis explained, the defense investigator was able to acquire video footage confirming his 

claim. Specifically, on page 43 of his interview with the detectives, Luis explained that he 

purchased a three pack of Bud Ice. Additionally, before subpoenaing the footage, Luis told 

the undersigned that he originally had three separate cans of beer, but the clerk assisted 

him by going back to the cooler and obtaining a three pack because it was on sale. All of this 

was confirmed on video and the relevant screenshots are attached. See Exhibits C, D, E, and 

F (attached). 

In an effort to expend additional time and compose himself, Luis explained that he 

stopped by his friend Sheri Aguilar’s home. In preparation for trial, the undersigned was 

able to speak with Aguilar, who confirmed that Luis had visited her shortly after he went to  

the store. Luis explained to the investigating detectives that, upon returning to the house, 

the victim was already tied to a chair. Shortly after returning, Luis observed the other co-

defendants cutting the victim with knives. Luis adamantly denied ever participating in any 

cutting or stabbing and, when pressed by detectives regarding whether his DNA or finger-

prints would be found on the recovered weapons, he was adamant that they would not. 

Luis’ statement was later confirmed when the forensic report was produced, which also in-

dicated that DNA consistent with Edward Honabach was located on one of the recovered 

knives. 

Luis left the house with Jimenez shortly after returning to it and becoming aware of 

what was taking place. To be sure, Luis did not legally abandon the conspiracy by cutting 

ties with the co-defendants, nor by reporting the incident to law enforcement. However, 

3 See transcribed statement of Luis Angel Castro at 71, 73, 75, and 91.
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Luis explained to the undersigned that, given the violence demonstrated by the co-defen-

dants, coupled with the fact that they were aware of the location of his family’s business and 

that he was, in fact, intentionally involved in the initial portions of the crime, he never truly 

considered reporting the incident in the days preceding his arrest. In sum, Luis maintains 

that (1) he certainly broke the law by bringing the victim to the abandoned house to intimi-

date him into paying money owed, (2) he never intended for him, or anyone in the group, to 

inflict life-threatening harm on the victim, (3) when it was apparent that serious harm was 

likely to occur, Luis seized an opportunity to extricate himself,  and (4) Luis never even 

touched a weapon associated with the victim’s torture. 

Luis was so insistent on proving to the prosecutors that what he described to the po-

lice was the truth that he asked the undersigned counsel to arrange a polygraph examina-

tion for him. The undersigned explained to Luis that any agreement by the State to have 

him take a polygraph as part of the negotiation process would likely involve him participat-

ing in a polygraph by a police polygrapher as opposed to a privately-retained polygrapher. 

Luis did not express reservations about that point and still insisted that he wanted to take 

the examination. To that end, the undersigned emailed the prosecution with a proposal for 

Luis to submit to a police polygraph examination to buttress his contention that he had 

never used any weapon on the victim and did not desire for him to be seriously injured. See 

Exhibit G (attached). The State declined his offer, which, of course, is entirely within its dis-

cretion. Nonetheless, the undersigned submits that Luis’ insistence on taking a polygraph 

examination conducted by a police polygrapher regarding the points referenced in the at-

tached email are highly probative in evaluating Luis’ credibility regarding his claims relat-

ing to these critical aspects of the case.

Although the defense is in no way suggesting that the victim deserved the awful vio-

lent acts that were inflicted upon him, the undersigned would be remiss not to point out 

that, insofar as he claimed that Luis used a weapon on him, the victim’s claim may not be 

the most credible. Not only did Luis attempt to submit to a police polygraph concerning 
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that issue, it goes without saying that the victim’s bias against Luis would understandably 

be extreme. Also, given the horrific violent acts that occurred, it would stand to reason that  

being able to recall specific details of the torture might be difficult, including which defen-

dant(s) inflicted the various injuries. 

Further, the victim is a three-time felon who has a documented history of making 

false statements to the police. For instance, in his most recent case, after accidentally shoot-

ing himself in the leg, he lied and stated that he was robbed by a black male who shot him in 

the process of the robbery. He evidently was without concern that making such a claim 

could have resulted in a police dragnet of black males in the area which could have, in turn,  

resulted in the detention or arrest of an innocent person.  See Exhibit H (attached). Once 

again, the victim’s criminality and false statements to the police do not justify what oc-

curred, but they are relevant when examining Luis’ claim that he never used any weapon on 

the  victim,  which he sought  to corroborate  with a  police polygraph, versus the  victim’s 

claim that he did.

III. ARGUMENT

At the outset, both the defendant and the undersigned fully acknowledge that the 

events that took place in this case are horrific and inexcusable and must result in a lengthy 

period of incarceration. The only issue in debate relating to the sentence between the State 

and the defense, along with the Division of Parole and Probation, is whether or not Luis 

should ever have a chance at being paroled, even if that does not occur until he is an elderly 

man. As demonstrated by his biographical history referenced in the presentence investiga-

tion report and the neurophychological examination, Luis is fully capable of being a produc-

tive member of society, which he was for much of his early adult life in which he worked in  

food production,  security,  as  a  carpenter,  and an assistant  in his  family’s  business  and 

which he remained crime-free (other than personal use drug possession). This is apparent 

from the many letters of support from his friends and family. See Exhibit I (attached). Al-

though Luis clearly made poor choices and succumbed to drug use and the voluntary asso-

6 of 9 AA138
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ciation with other criminal drug users, he is not someone without redeeming qualities, or 

who is incapable of being productive or law-abiding.4 

As this Court is aware, the Division of Parole and Probation shares the defense’s rec-

ommendation that the defendant should have the possibility for parole after fifteen years 

have been served, at the discretion of the parole board.5 Perhaps the most important con-

sideration regarding this sentencing option, if imposed, is that it in no way means that the 

Court endorses the idea that the instant offense only merits a 15-year sentence. To the con-

trary, it simply means that, should the parole board deem it appropriate at any future point 

in the defendant’s life after at least 15 years have been served, such as when he is an elderly  

man, it has the option of releasing him into the custody of Immigration and Customs En-

forcement for removal from the United States.  

The undersigned counsel has personally participated in several parole hearings and 

can attest to the fact that they bear great similarity to a sentencing hearing. For example, 

the victim can speak to oppose release, the defendant can speak, as well as an advocate on 

his behalf, and, most notably, the three parole commissioners conducting the hearing rou-

tinely ask pointed questions of the defendant. In the case of violent offenses, parole is com-

monly denied.  See Exhibit J (attached). Accordingly, if deemed appropriate by the parole 

board, it can choose never to release Luis from custody, even if this Court sentences him to 

fifteen years to life. However, it is conceivable that, when Luis is an elderly inmate, the pa-

role board may deem it appropriate to release him to Immigration and Customs Enforce-

4 In the State’s memorandum, an argument is made that the defendant is violent when 
sober based on two fights that he was involved in while at the Clark County Detention 
Center. However, it is important to the note that the Clark County District Attorney’s Of-
fice never filed charges relating to either incident, so the details of the events, including 
who was responsible for instigating the altercations, were never subjected to the court 
system for consideration of who the responsible party was. 

5 The Division of Parole and Probation recommends that this Court sentence the defen-
dant to a sentence of 15 to 40 years rather than 15 years to life. However, in accordance  
with the guilty plea agreement, the defense is requesting the 15 years to life sentencing 
option. 
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ment for removal from the United States. If that were to happen and Luis were foolish 

enough to return, he would simply be placed back into State custody for violating parole 

and, if ever considered for release again, federal custody for committing the offense of ille-

gal re-entry. 

In sum, in light of the recommendation of the PSI, together with the fact that Luis 

has some redeemable qualities, is adamant that he is not the one who committed the most 

heinous acts in this case and attempted to prove it via a polygraph examination, and has 

minimal criminal history, the undersigned respectfully requests that this Court sentence 

him such that the parole board has the discretion to consider release. 

CONCLUSION

For the aforementioned reasons, counsel respectfully requests that this Court sen-

tence Mr. Castro to fifteen years to life in prison. 

DATED this 24th day of March, 2019.

COFER & GELLER, LLC

By: /s/ Warren Geller

WARREN J. GELLER, ESQ.
Nevada Bar No. 10047
Attorney for Defendant
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CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that all parties to this action are registered members of the court’s 

electronic filing system, and that on Sunday, March 24th, 2019, a true and correct copy of 

the foregoing document:

SENTENCING MEMORANDUM ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT LUIS CASTRO

was  filed  with  the  court’s  electronic  filing  system  and  that  service  was  accomplished 

automatically.

COFER & GELLER, LLC

By: /s/ Warren Geller

WARREN GELLER

COFER & GELLER, LLC

9 of 9 AA141



Exhibit A AA142



AA143



AA144



AA145



AA146



AA147



AA148



AA149



AA150



AA151



AA152



AA153



AA154



Exhibit B AA155



©d ydldcnigi©? /̂ ftord̂ d̂ d n Sdcr ILdi
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Luis Angel Castro
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3/24/2019 Cofer & Geller, LLC Mail - Luis Castro polygraph offer

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b5a6d916de&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ammiai-r-2200082156443904860&s… 1/3

Warren Geller <wgeller@defense.vegas>

Luis Castro polygraph offer 
5 messages

Warren Geller <wgeller@defense.vegas> Fri, Jul 13, 2018 at 10:53 AM
To: Megan Thomson <Megan.Thomson@clarkcountyda.com>, jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com

Megan and Jake,
 
My client reached out to me to take your temperatures regarding a polygraph with LVMPD. He concedes that he has
some criminal liability here, but he is adamant that he never intended to see the victim get killed, cut, stabbed, or
mutilated. In fact, he specifically left the house because things were getting excessive. Here are the points that he is
adamant about:
 

(1) He thought that the plan was that they would scare Ortiz by slapping and punching him only. 
 
(2) Prior to leaving the abandoned house, he asked Honobach and King to stop what they were doing, but they
ignored him.
 
(3) He specifically asked Jimenez to let Ortiz go. Jimenez responded by asking Ortiz whether or not he would call
the police if they let him go. Ortiz stuttered so Jimenez cut his throat. At that point he freaked out and left.
 
(4) He went to 7-Eleven and then Sherri Aguilar's house.
 
(5) He then went back to the abandoned house to pick everyone up (he did not want them to perceive him as
completely bailing on them because he knew they knew where his family's tax preparation business was and he
just got a glimpse of what they were capable of). 
 
(6) When he walked back into the abandoned house after he left Aguilar's he saw Ortiz tied up and badly injured
and he immediately left with Jimenez. 
 
(7) He did not report anything for the reasons referenced in 5 above, even though he personally could have left for
Mexico where he has extended family.
 

If you were interested in the poly and he were found to be non-deceptive, he would be willing to testify for the State. He
does not expect this to result in a dismissal of his case, or even probation. However, he would be looking for a category B
felony and a global deal (he has two other cases).
 
Let me know if you want to set it up,  
 
--  
Warren J. Geller 
Attorney at Law 
Cofer & Geller, LLC 
601 S. 10th St. 
Las Vegas, NV 89101 
702-777-9999 (tel) 
702-777-9995 (fax) 

Jacob Villani <Jacob.Villani@clarkcountyda.com> Fri, Jul 13, 2018 at 11:00 AM
To: Warren Geller <wgeller@defense.vegas>, Megan Thomson <Megan.Thomson@clarkcountyda.com>

Here’s the problem with a poly –
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TORO TAX SERVICES- CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS

1800 E SAHARA AVE #106
LAS VEGAS, NV 90104
Phone; 702-741-4444
Fax: 702-538-7778
Email: SUPPORT@TOROTAXES.COM

April 7, 2015.
OSCAR TORO- COO/ PRESIDENT 
Toro Enterprises LLC

To whom it may concern,
I, Oscar Toro, resident of Las Vegas Nevada, president and owner of Toro Enter

prises LLC, hereby extend this character letter to Mr. Luis Angel Castro. I met Angel in 2012 as a representa
tive for CASTRO ENTERPRISE, a multiservice company with whom my corporation has engaged in business 
for individual tax preparations services to the Las Vegas community.

Angel is a soft spoken, articulate gentleman who has actively participated in our training sessions and always 
has conducted himself in a professional manner, willing to learn and follow instructions. I find him to be a 
family oriented young man, his entire family has also participated in our tax preparation training programs and 
come across as a tight knitted family with a vision to be self sufficient thru hard work in their company.

I hope this letter supports others’ input about him, feel free to reach me at 702-741 -4444 during business hours 
if 1 can further elaborate on the contents of this letter and my opinion about Luis Angel.

Respectfully,

© SCOT ^ o ro

Oscar Toro- Chief Operations Officer/ President 
Toro Tax Services- Corporate Headquarters

cc: Corporate file, CEO, COO, Writer.

U
AA174
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To whom it may concern:

My name is Jaime Castillo I am the director of a leadership 
institute that has been in success for 5 years. Luis Angel Castro-Morales 
was a client that came to our institute in 2014 to seek for help and 
learn leadership skills. Luis Angel had a lot of potential to start a great 
life with many goals ahead of him. He always took the help that we 
offered him in order to have the right tools and manage a successful 
life. By taking this leadership classes which are about half a yearlong to 
complete his proven himself to be a brave and goal oriented achiever. 
His made mistakes like any humans has and he will overcome his 
struggles like he has before and proof to be a great human being. Our 
doors are always open were he can come and continue receiving help 
and have many different opportunities in order to have a successful life 
and best of all continuing learning how to be a leader.

Sincerely, Jaime Castillo
Director of Instituto Atrevete A Ser

4670 E. Sahara Ave 

Las Vegas NV 89104 

(702) 459-0081

AA175



04/ 06/2015

To whom it may concern,

My name is Jose Antonio Castro, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 1986, he is my youngest brother. I 
can proudly say that he is a great example for our family, he has the greatest heart a human can have, he 
is my sons god father, Luis Angel in our family business is very hard working many clients and friends enjoy 
speaking to him he will always make you laugh and is always willing to help any one that asks him for it. 
As my brother he has hard working good moral man. I hope my letter of recommendation helps my 

brother in resolving his issues.

Josj Antonio Castro

3501 Kidd St.
N Las Vegas NV 89032
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04/ 06/2015

To whom it may concern,

my name is Paola Lissette Fajardo, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 2004 we went to high school 
together, he is my youngest son god father and I can say that he has always been a cheerful person and 
has always been a good listener and has always liked to help people in any way he could, if any body was 
needing a friend Luis Angel would all ways be there. I can say that he is a gentlemen and a good moral

N Las Vegas NV 89032
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern.

My name is Anastasia Castro, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 2003,1 have known him as 
a family oriented young man, he has always worked with his family in there own business, he 
has always been a cheerful person and has always has had a great heart, he has always been a 
gentlemen and of good moral. I am a tax preparer here in Las Vegas and I have been in tax 
preparation training session with Luis Angel and he has been a great help in sessions always 
helping others, he has always been a hard working young man. 1 hope my letter of 
recommendation helps him resolve his issues.

Anastasia Castro 
702-572-7571 
201 Hills way Dr. 
Las Vegas NV 89110
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04/08/2015

To whom it may concern.

My name is Janet Carbajal, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 2003, we have been friends 
since we have been kids, he has always been a great friend and he has always been a cheerful 
person and a great friend always helping others with any resources he can have. He has always 
been a hard working person, always working in his family business, Luis Angel is a complete 
gentlemen and of good moral. I hope my letter of recommendation helps him resolve his issue.

J a in c L - f  . CQ '^bqjc^
Janet Carbajal 
702-572-7571 
201 Hills Way Dr.
Las Vegas NV 89110
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April 7, 2015

To whom it may concern,

I have known Angel Castro for little over 2 years. We met white attending a self development 

motivation course and learned to respect him.

He is a giving, very energetic and down to earth person who is always willing to help others. Since the 
time I met him, I noticed that Angel is not emotionally stable. But it does not mean he is a bad person or 
he has ever been in a gang, he has always been a gentlemen and has always had a very good heart for 
helping. I hope my letter of recommendation can help him resolve his issues.

Sincerely,

a
Patricia Porras 
702-463-9896
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04/ 06/2015

To whom it may concern,

My name is Angeles Castro, I Live in Las Vegas NV, I am mother of Luis Angel Castro, 
we have a family business since 2007 and since then he has worked here and always 
has been interested in my line of work, as long as I can remember he has always 
been a great son even with his defects, he has depression and mood swings, after 
the age of 20 his personality has changed even more, he has been in several institute 
where he has received psychological help and improvement in his self esteem, he 
has always has been and acted like a great son with good feelings to others, when 
being in a good mood he would change his feelings in a second and will fall back into 
being depressed, I would always support him in all the groups or help he has seeked 
to better himself. In November 2014 he graduated from personal improvement 
program and he later became staff in the institute to help others. When he graduated 
from the institute his final home work was to tell his parents and family what was 
making him depressed for many years, is when he told us that he was sexually 
abused by two of his uncles at the age of seven, and by him telling us he fell into 
further depression, he would start his mornings by coming in to work with a smile 
and end his day all depressed.
In the month of February 2015 he purchased a scooter for his personal 
transportation, once he was at home after work he said he would be right back, that 
he was going to the store and never returned home, he called saying that he was 
leaving with some friends to California. In the vehicle that he and his friends where 
traveling in broke down and then called me and his father if we could send him our 
triple A card so a tow truck could pick him up in Victorville Ca our triple A insurance 
would not cover so many miles from Las Vegas. He said that he would stay in 
Victorville until he could find some one to fix the vehicle that he and his friends were 
traveling in, later he called me saying that he had found more friends that would help 
him fix the vehicle.
On March 2V'^ 2015 he arrived at my home we celebrated his birthday, then he said 
the same that he would be right back that he was going to go out with his friends 
and didn't return that night, two days after his birthday we found out that he was 
arrested. For us this situation is very devastating since he has never been affiliated 
with any felons or has been in any situation like this.
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern;

My name is Jesus G. Castro, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 1986.. He is my youngest Brother, 

what can I say about him, he is the joy of the family, my 4 kids love him to death, sure he sometimes 

thinks life is a bit easy but he is not in a gang, affiliated in a gang and never have I known him to be in a 

gang, he just took a wrong turn with people, he has been a business owner and a hard working good 

moral man, I can write 500 pages of all the good things he has done to people, always thinking for 

others before thinking for himself but you would not read my words, just know that he is a good man 

and I hope you understand Ijiings can turn ugly but there is always 2 sides of the coin, I hope my letter 

of r«commendation>f9l|ps /rorre :tly judge the type of person my brother is.

Jesu^G. Castro 

3 5 1 ^ avajo Way 

Las Vegas NV 89108 

702-672-1051
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern;

My name is ERIKA Y MAGANA GONZALEZ, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 1998 he is the youngest 

brother of my Husband and I have always considered him a good person with an amazing moral 

character, I have never known him to get into trouble, he is my children favorite Uncle who always 

talked about never joining a gang and always doing good to the community, they would go to the 

movies almost every week and he in recent years had been working hard at Castro Enterprise alongside 

Luis Angel, his Parents and Brothers. I hope my letter of recommendation can help resolve and identify 

the kind of person he is.

Erika Y. Magana Gonzalez 

3518 Navajo Way 

Las Vegas NV 89108 

702-635-2579
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern;

My name is HERIBERTO MAGANA GONZALEZ, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 1998 he is the 

youngest brother of my Sisters Husband and I have always considered him a good person with an 

amazing moral character, I have never known him to get into trouble and he in recent years I noticed he 

had been working hard at Castro Enterprise alongside his Parents and Brothers. I hope my letter of 

recommendation can help resolve and identify the kind of person he is.

(3.

Heriberto Magana Gonzalez 

1407 Sienna Drive 

Dalton GA 30721

706-537-3994
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern;

My name is HERIBERTO MAGANA-DIAZ, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 1998 he is the youngest 

brother of my Son in Law and I have always considered him a good person with an amazing moral 

character, I have never known him to get into trouble and he in recent years I noticed he had been 

working hard at Castro Enterprise alongside his Parents and Brothers. I hope my letter of 

recommendation can help resolve and identify the kind of person he is.

Heriberto Magana

1407 Sienna Drive 

Dalton GA 30721 

762-209-0092
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04 /06/2015

To whom it may concern,

My name is Sugey G Thom, a resident of Las Vegas NV and I have known Luis 

Angei Castro since 2005, I work for WeiIsFargo Bank, I met him when he first 
opened his bank account, he aiso has helped me through a very difficult time 

with my home, he assisted me in filling my paperwork in efforts in obtaining a 

home loan modification, I can only say that he is an incredible person and luis 

Angel Castro has the biggest heart in the world he is a complete gentlemen of 
good moral character and I hope my letter of recommendation will help him 

resolve his issue.

If you have any questions please contact me at 702-624-0957

3970 E Twain Ave 

Las Vegas NV 89121
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Las Vegas, Nevada, April 6, 2015

To whom it may concern.

My name is Alejandro Mozqueda, I am 37 years old, married and have one 12 year old son. I have 
been living in North Las Vegas since 2002, previously I lived in Las Vegas since 1996.1 met Luis Angel Castro 
approximately two years ago. I met him at a place where life coaches impart seminars about personal 
improvement and self-esteem, let's call it the institute. There, I learned that Luis had a previous problem 
of drug addiction, but thanks to the program and the help he received in that place, he was clean. As the 
matter of fact, he was proudly counting the days he was drug free. For the next year or so, I had the 
fortune to interact with Angel in many occasions. We were part of the staff that helped others during the 
seminars at the institute. I invited him over to my house several occasions. We shared many experiences 
in various events at the institute. We planned together a few birthdays, reunions, and celebrations. He 
became a very dear friend of mine.

He was always happy, his enthusiasm was contagious. He was always ready to help and support 
anybody in need of help. He participated in various fundraisers. He even let his friends in need use his 
equipment so they could make some money washing cars. Whenever we had a reunion, he always wanted 
to pay for everybody's food. Later on, I had to use the services of his family, Castro Enterprises, there I 
saw another side of Angel, the hard working, impeccable dressed, responsible young paralegal. Angel told 
me about his dream of finishing law school and become a lawyer. He wanted to fight for those who could 
not afford an expensive legal team. He had a "good eye" to spot people in need, and was always ready to 
help, without asking anything back. In Angel, I knew a young man, with potential to do great things, with 

an enormous heart, and very proud of being drug free. That is why, for me is very hard to understand 
how, the Angel I know is in trouble. Could it be that he is hanging out with the wrong people, or that he 
went to a very difficult ordeal? I do not know. But what I am sure of is that the Angel that I know has so 
much heart and potential that deserves a second chance. I still believe that one day, Angel will be a true 
guarding Angel for many defenseless people.

I thank you for your attention, please feel free to contact me should you have any questions about my 
relationship with Luis Angel. My telephone number is (702) 666-2429.

Sincerely
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern,

My name is Kristina Talavera Ramirez, a resident of Las Vegas NV, I have known Luis Angel Castro since 
2011,1 met him in a self-motivation group and how to become a liter, I am the General Director Assistant 
of the National Coalition of Hispanic Organization, I consider him as my little brother, he has the biggest 
heart in this world, he likes to always help people with whatever resources he has, Luis Angel Castro is a 
great example for many young adults, he has a wonderful personality and good moral character and I 
hope my letter of recommendation will help him resolve his issues.

If you have any questions please contact me at 702-787-8799

Thank you

Kristina Talavera Ramirez 
219 N. Lamb Blvd # B 
Las Vegas NV 89110
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T o  W HOM  IT MAY C O N C E R N ,

M y  n a m e  i s  M A N U E L A  S . A LTA M IRA N O , a  r e s i d e n t  o f  l a s  V E G A S NV A N D  I HAVE 
KN O W N  LUIS A N G E L  C A ST R O  S IN C E  2007, I MET HIM A S A R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  O F  C A STR O  
E N T E R P R IS E  IN A S S IS T IN G  M E A N D  MY FAMILY IN FILING OUT MY D O C U M EN TS AND 
TR A N SLA TIN G  FO R  ME A N D  MY FAMILY, H E IS A G E N T L E M E N  O F  G O O D  M ORAL 
C H A R A C T E R  A N D  I H O P E  MY LETTER O F  R EC O M M EN D A TIO N  W ILL H E L P  HIM R E SO LV E HIS 
ISSU E .

If  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  702-610-7745

T h a n k  y o u

M A N U ELA  S . ALTA M IRA N O  

3 9 2 6  LONLEY H E A R T  CT  

L a s  V EG A S NV 8 9  1 1 5
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04/ 06/2015

T o  W HOM  IT MAY C O N C E R N ,

M y  n a m e  i s  J e s u s  M a r t i n e z  R e y e s , a  r e s i d e n t  o f  l a s  v e g a s  n v  a n d  I h a v e  
KN O W N  LUIS A N G E L  C A ST R O  S IN C E  2007, I MET HIM A S  A O W N E R  O F  C A ST R O  
E N T E R P R IS E  A C O M PA N Y  TH A T H A S H A S H E L P E D  ME IN MY M O RTG A G E A N D  LUIS A N G EL 
C A ST R O  H E L P E D  ME IN FILLING OUT MY D O C U M EN TS A N D  A SSIST IN G  ME IN 
TR A N SLA TIN G  F O R  M E, H E IS A G EN TL E M E N  O F  G O O D  M O RA L C H A R A C T E R  A N D  1 H O P E  
MY LETTER O F  R EC O M M EN D A TIO N  W ILL H E L P  HIM R E SO LV E H IS IS S U E S .

If  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  702-610-7745

T h a n k  y o u

e s o ' j '  ^ V ^  /Z <~
J e s u s  M a r t i n e z  r e y e s  

3 9 2 6  LONLEY H E A R T  CT  

L a s  V EG A S NV 8 9  1 1 5
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern;

My name is Sandra N Duarte, a resident of Las Vegas NV and i have known Luis Angel Castro since 2010, 
I met him as a representative of Castro Enterprise, Luis Angel Castro helped me in filling out my documents 
for my home modification and has taken his time in helping me, he is a gentlemen of good moral character 
and I hope my letter of recommendation will help him resolve his issues.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 702-876-9710

Thank you.

Sandra N Duarte 

6763 Mataro Dr.

Las Vegas NV 89103
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04/06/2015

To whom it may concern;

My name is Miguel Velazquez, a resident of Las Vegas NV and I have known Luis Angel Castro since 

2013, I met him as Owner of Castro Enterprise a Company that is helping me keep my home since I fell 

behind on payments and he has taken the steps to resolve and help me with a loan modification, he is a 

gentleman of good moral character and I hope my letter of recommendation will help him resolve his 

issues.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 702-556-1656

Las Vegas NV 89119
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04/ 06/2015

To whom it may concern,

My name is Roxana Boidi, a resident of Las Vegas NV, I have known Luis Angel Castro 
since 2002, I met him through his parents and his family business, we have worked 
together in several occasions since I my self work in the real estate market, Luis 
Angel Castro is a great example for many young adults, he is a complete gentlemen 
of good moral character and I hope my letter of recommendation will help him resolve 
his issue

If you have any questions please contact me at 702-480-1775

^  ^  O
^oxana/Boidi
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04/ 10/2015

To whom it may concern,

My name is Myrna Lozano Vielmas, a resident of Las Vegas NV, I have known Luis 
Angel Castro since 2012, he has always been a hard working young man always 
willing to help others before himself, he has always had a great heart, he has always 
been family orientated and a complete gentlemen and of good moral. I hope my letter 
of recommendation can help him resolve his issues.

Thank you

Myma Lozano Vielmas 
702-788-3405 
318 Steelhead Ln Apt # 203 
Las Vegas Nv 89110
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Nevada	Board	of	Parole	Commissioners	
	
 	

Parole Board Report of Actions, Fiscal Year 2016	
	
	
This report summarizes Quarterly Reports submitted for FY 2016 in an annual format.  
 
It summarizes all parole decisions during the reporting period.  Parole actions are categorized by 
discretionary parole decisions, mandatory parole decisions (MPR), and parole violation 
decisions.  
 
Parole actions are also summarized by Parole Guideline Recommendation, actions that deviate 
from the Parole Board’s Guideline Recommendation and by Offense Group. 
  
Because the numbers were derived from a number of reports, there may be slight variances in 
the totals. 
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Board of Parole Commissioners  
Fiscal Year Report of Actions July 01, 2015 – June 30, 2016 (FY16) 
Page 2   

  

 

Section 1. Summary of all parole decisions during the 
reporting period 
Fiscal Year Totals 
 
Parole actions are categorized by discretionary parole decisions, mandatory parole decisions 
(MPR), and parole violation decisions.  Hearings that resulted in 'No Action' being taken and 
hearings resulting in the rescission of a parole as a result of ineligibility are also displayed in the 
following table. 
 

 Male Female Total 
Discretionary Parole Hearings 4094 623 4717 
Discretionary Paroles Granted 1780 433 2213 
Discretionary Paroles Denied 2314 190 2504 

Mandatory Parole (MPR)  Hearings 1948 167 2115 
Mandatory Paroles Granted 1020 126 1146 
Mandatory Paroles Denied 928 41 969 

Discretionary Parole Violations Hearings 640 139 779 
   Discretionary Paroles Continued (Reinstated) 134 50 166 

Discretionary Paroles Revoked 506 80 613 
MPR Release Violation Hearings 103 5 109 

MPR Violators Continued (Reinstated) 8 1 8 
MPR Violators Revoked 95 264 101 

Total Decisions 6785 849 7720 
Total Grant/Continued 2942 504 3533 
Total Denied/Revoked 3843 288 4187 

Hearings with No Action 1243 135 1378 
Rescissions (not eligible) 54 12 66 

Pending PV Hearing 0 0 0 
Total Hearings 8,082 1,082 9,164 

 

Percentage of Action by Gender 
 

Percent of Action by Gender Male Female Total   
Percent of Discretionary Parole Granted 42.84% 70.04% 46.3%   

Percent of Mandatory Parole Granted 51.95% 76.30% 54.1%   
Total Discretionary/MPR Grant Rate 45.71% 71.48% 48.7%   
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Board of Parole Commissioners  
Fiscal Year Report of Actions July 01, 2015 – June 30, 2016 (FY16) 
Page 3   

  

 

Section 2: Statistics of parole actions based on the 
parole guideline recommendation 
 
The following charts represent discretionary and mandatory parole actions based on the 
discretionary parole guideline.  The MPR actions appear as reference only.  The guideline for 
consideration for release under NRS 213.1215 (Mandatory Parole) is whether there is a 
reasonable probability that the prisoner would be a danger to public safety.  When an inmate 
being considered for release under Mandatory Parole is denied, the underlying reason is the 
determination that there is a reasonable probability that the prisoner would be a danger to public 
safety if released on parole. 
 

Discretionary Parole Actions by Guideline Recommendation 

  Granted Denied % Granted 

Parole at Initial 479 167 74.1% 
Parole at 1st or 2nd 

Hearing 
1023 879 53.8% 

Consider Factors 703 1009 41.1% 

Deny Parole 8 448 1.8% 

Total 2213 2503 46.9% 

 

Mandatory Parole Actions by Guideline Recommendation

  Granted Denied 
% 

Granted 

Parole at Initial 146 55 72.6% 
Parole at 1st or 2nd 

Hearing 
589 223 72.5% 

Consider Factors 400 394 50.4% 

Deny Parole 11 293 3.6% 

Total 1146 965 54.3% 
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Board of Parole Commissioners  
Fiscal Year Report of Actions July 01, 2015 – June 30, 2016 (FY16) 
Page 4   

  

 

Section 3:  Summary of parole actions that deviated 
from the discretionary parole guideline 
The following represents the number of inmates who were denied parole when the guideline 
recommended parole should be granted (denials when the guideline recommends parole be 
granted at 1st or 2nd hearing would become a deviation when parole is denied at the 2nd 
hearing): 
 
 # of Actions to Deny Parole that Deviated: 169     

 Total Number of Discretionary Denials: 2504     
 Percent of Deviation: 6.7%     
      
The following represents the number of inmates who were granted parole when the guideline 
recommended parole should be denied: 
       
 # of Actions to Grant Parole that Deviated: 9     
 Total Number of Discretionary Grants: 2213     
 Percent of Deviation: 0.4%     
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Board of Parole Commissioners  
Fiscal Year Report of Actions July 01, 2015 – June 30, 2016 (FY16) 
Page 5   

  

 

Section 4: Summary of parole actions by offense 
group 
 
The following charts represent parole actions by offense group as defined by the Department of 
Corrections.  Offenses appearing in the "Sex" category include offenses such as "Prostitution 
with HIV," "Pandering" and "Failure to Register as a Sex Offender."  Offenses that involved 
violence during the commission of the offense, but with an actual conviction title that would not 
by itself appear to be violent will not appear in the "Violence" offense group (i.e., a Burglary 
conviction that included striking a resident would appear in the "Property" offense group).  
Offenses appearing in the "Other" offense group includes offenses that cannot be readily 
categorized into one of the other offense groups (i.e., Habitual Criminals, gaming related 
offenses and Victim over 65 Enhancement which could be a property or violent offense). 
 

 Sex Violence Drug Property DUI Other Total 

Discretionary Parole Hearings 368 1341 883 1525 125 475 4717

Disc. Parole Hearings Granted 95 487 602 744 61 224 2213

Percent Favorable 26% 36% 68% 49% 49% 47% 47%

        

MPR Hearings 104 781 288 625 123 194 2115

MPR Hearings Granted 63 344 201 376 78 84 1146

Percent Favorable 61% 44% 70% 60% 63% 43% 54%

               

Total Parole Hearings 472 2122 1171 2150 248 669 6832

Total Parole Grants 158 831 803 1120 139 308 3359

Percent Favorable 33% 39% 69% 52% 56% 46% 49%

        

PV Hearings 36 177 208 367 12 88 888
PV's Reinstated 7 41 46 65 2 13 174

Percent Favorable 19% 23% 22% 18% 17% 15% 20%
        

Total 508 2299 1379 2517 260 757 7720
Total Favorable 165 872 849 1185 141 321 3533

Percent Favorable 32% 38% 62% 47% 54% 42% 46%
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Case Number: C-16-314092-1

Electronically Filed
3/28/2019 8:37 AM
Steven D. Grierson
CLERK OF THE COURT
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NOASC 
JEAN J. SCHWARTZER, ESQ. 
Nevada Bar No. 11223 
LAW OFFICE OF JEAN J. SCHWARTZER 
10620 Southern Highlands Parkway, Suite 110-473 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89141 
Phone: (702) 979-9941 
Fax: (702) 977-9954 
Email: jean.schwartzer@gmail.com 
Attorney for Defendant 
 
 

IN THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEVADA FOR THE COUNTY OF CLARK 

 
 
THE STATE OF NEVADA ) 
 ) 
  Plaintiff,  )   CASE NO: C314092 

)    
)   DEPT. NO: XXX 

v.     ) 
     ) 
LUIS ANGEL CASTRO  ) 
# 1918366    )  
     )   
  Defendant.  )     
_____________________________ ) 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that LUIS ANGEL CASTRO, defendant above named, 

hereby appeals to the Supreme Court of Nevada from the Judgment of Conviction entered in this 

action on the 28th day of March, 2019.  

DATED this   22nd   day of April, 2019. 
   

 
 
      _/s/ Jean J. Schwartzer_______ 

JEAN J. SCHWARTZER, ESQ. 
Nevada Bar No. 11223 
LAW OFFICE OF JEAN J. SCHWARTZER 
10620 Southern Highlands Parkway, Suite 110-473 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89141 
(702) 979-9941 
Counsel for Appellant 

 

Case Number: C-16-314092-1

Electronically Filed
4/22/2019 11:50 AM
Steven D. Grierson
CLERK OF THE COURT
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED by the undersigned that on  22nd day of  

April, 2019, I served a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF APPEAL on the parties 

listed on the attached service list via one or more of the methods of service described below as 

indicated next to the name of the served individual or entity by a checked box: 

VIA U.S. MAIL: by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope with postage thereon 
fully prepaid, in the United States mail at Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
VIA FACSIMILE: by transmitting to a facsimile machine maintained by the attorney or the party 
who has filed a written consent for such manner of service. 
 
BY PERSONAL SERVICE: by personally hand-delivering or causing to be hand delivered by such 
designated individual whose particular duties include delivery of such on behalf of the firm, 
addressed to the individual(s) listed, signed by such individual or his/her  representative accepting on 
his/her behalf.  A receipt of copy signed and dated by such an individual confirming delivery of the 
document will be maintained with the document and is attached. 
 

BY E-MAIL: by transmitting a copy of the document in the format to be used for attachments to the 

electronic-mail address designated by the attorney or the party who has filed a written consent for 

such manner of service. 
 
 
 
 

    By: 
_/s/ Jean J. Schwartzer_______ 
JEAN J. SCHWARTZER, ESQ. 
Nevada Bar No. 11223 
LAW OFFICE OF JEAN J. SCHWARTZER 
10620 Southern Highlands Parkway, Suite 110-473 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89141 
(702) 979-9941 
Counsel for Appellant 
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SERVICE LIST 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

ATTORNEYS 

OF RECORD 

PARTIES 

REPRESENTED 

METHOD OF 

SERVICE 

 

CLARK COUNTY DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

200 E. Lewis Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89101 

 

pdmotions@clarkcountyda.com 

 

 

 

State of Nevada 

 

     Personal service 

     Email service 

     Fax service 

     Mail service 
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     1CASTRO, LUIS ANGEL • C314092 • 2/4/19

DISTRICT COURT 

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 

 

STATE OF NEVADA,       ) 
             ) 

           Plaintiff,  )      CASE NO. C314092       
                       )      DEPT. NO. XXX 
vs.              ) 

   ) 
                       ) 
LUIS ANGEL CASTRO,     )  
                       ) 
           Defendant.  ) 
_______________________) 
 
 

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

ENTRY OF PLEA 

BEFORE THE HONORABLE JERRY A. WIESE, II  

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

                   AT 10:20 A.M.                   

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

 

For the State: MEGAN S. THOMSON, ESQ. 

 

For the Defendants: WARREN GELLER, ESQ. 

                              ROBERT BECKETT, ESQ.  

                              MACE YAMPOLSKY, ESQ.  

                              CARL ARNOLD, ESQ. 

 

REPORTED BY:  KIMBERLY A. FARKAS, NV CCR No. 741 

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
(702) 671-3633 • realtimetrialslv@gmail.com
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     2CASTRO, LUIS ANGEL • C314092 • 2/4/19

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

* * * * * *  

THE COURT:  This is Case No. C314092, State

of Nevada v. Luis Angel Castro, Edward Honabach,

Fabiola Jimenez, and Lionel King.  It's on today for

jury trial start, but my understanding is the case has

pled.

Somebody want to put the negotiations on the

record?

MS. THOMSON:  My understanding is today that

each of these defendants will be entering a guilty plea

for first degree kidnapping resulting in substantial

bodily harm.  The negotiation is contingent upon all

four both entering the plea and proceeding through

sentencing.  The parties agree that no one will argue

for the term of years in the 15 to 48-year term.  The

defense will have the opportunity to argue that the

Court should sentence each of these individuals to a

term of life with the possibly of parole at 15 years.

And the State will have the opportunity to argue that

the Court should sentence to a term of life without the

possibility of parole.  Those are the two statutorily

mandated sentencing structures that each of the parties
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have agreed are appropriate in this case.

I believe that is the totality.

MR. GELLER:  On behalf of Defendant Castro,

Tom Geller.  That's correct.

MR. YAMPOLSKY:  On behalf of Defendant King,

Mace Yampolsky.  That's accurate.

MR. BECKETT:  On behalf of Defendant

Honabach, that's correct.

MR. ARNOLD:  On behalf of Ms. Jimenez, that's

correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  I've got to do a plea

canvas with each of you individually.  I'm just going

to do them in the order that they're in the pleadings.

So We'll do Luis Angel Castro first.  The rest of you

can sit down if you want.

Mr. Castro, give me your full legal.

THE DEFENDANT:  Luis Angel Castro Morales.

THE COURT:  How old are you, sir?

THE DEFENDANT:  32.

THE COURT:  How far did you go in school.

THE DEFENDANT:  Tenth grade.

THE COURT:  Do you read, write, and

understand the English language?

THE DEFENDANT:  The best I can.

THE COURT:  What does that mean?
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THE WITNESS:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Have you seen a copy of the

amended information in this case charging you with

first degree kidnapping resulting in substantial bodily

harm, which is a category A.  Have you seen that?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Did you have a chance to read

that and discuss it with your attorney? 

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, I have.

THE COURT:  With regard to that charge, first

degree kidnapping resulting in substantial bodily harm,

how do you plead, guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty.

THE COURT:  Before I can accept your plea of

guilty, I have to be convinced that your plea is freely

and voluntarily made.  Are you making your plea freely

and voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, I am, sir.  

THE COURT:  Has anybody forced you or coerced

you to enter that plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you making that plea because

you're, in fact, guilty of that charge?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Has anybody made any promises or
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guarantees to you other than what's been stated in open

court and what's contained in the guilty plea

agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  In looking at the guilty plea

agreement, it looks like you signed this on page 5.

It's dated February 4.  Did you read and sign that

today?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Did you understand it before you

signed it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  You had a chance to discuss it

with your attorney, and he answered any questions you

might have had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, I have.

THE COURT:  You understand that by signing

it, you're agreeing that you read and understood it;

correct?

THE DEFENDANT:  That is correct.

THE COURT:  Also by signing that document,

you're agreeing to waive certain important

constitutional rights like the right to be able to

confront your accuser, go to trial and put on evidence

on your own behalf.  You understand that?
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THE DEFENDANT:  I understand, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you currently suffering from

any emotional or physical distress that's caused you to

enter this plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you currently under the

influence on any alcohol, medication, narcotics or any

substance that might affect your ability to understand

these documents or the process that we're going

through?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you understand that in the

guilty plea agreement it says that the possibility of

sentence is 15 to 40 years or for minimum of 15 years

and a maximum of life or life without parole?  Do you

understand that those are the options?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you understand that sentencing

is strictly up to the Court, and nobody can promise you

probation, leniency, or any kind of special treatment;

correct?

THE DEFENDANT:  That's correct.

THE COURT:  Do you have any questions that

you want to ask of myself or the State or your counsel

before we proceed?
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THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Has your attorney made any

promises to you that are not contained in the guilty

plea agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Based on all the facts and

circumstances, are you satisfied with the services of

your attorney?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you a U.S. citizen?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you understand that there are

some charges that have adverse immigration consequences

and may result in deportation?

THE DEFENDANT:  That is correct.

THE COURT:  Have you had the chance to

discuss any immigration issues with your attorney, and

he's answered any questions you have?

THE DEFENDANT:  To this point, yes and no,

but I'll just say yes.

MR. GELLER:  Judge, I can represent to the

Court, I've been in touch with his immigration

attorney, and we've been in communication.  I did let

my client know today, as well as previously, that

there's a substantial probability he'll be deported
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after he serves a period of incarceration.

THE COURT:  Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  You still agree with the terms as

set forth in the guilty plea agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  So I have to go through the

amended information with you to make sure that there's

a factual basis for your plea.

According to the information, it says that,

"On or about the 7th day of March 2016 in Clark County,

Nevada, contrary to the laws of the State of Nevada,

you did willfully, unlawfully, feloniously seize,

confine, inveigle, entice, decoy, abduct, conceal,

kidnap, or carry away Jose Ortiz Salazar, a human

being, with the intent to hold or detain Jose Ortiz

Salazar against his will and without his consent for

the purpose of committing murder and/or robbery with

substantial bodily harm.  The defendants being

criminally liable under one or more of the following

principals of criminal liability, to wit:  One, by

directly committing the crime or by; two, aiding or

abetting in the commission of the crime with the intent

that the crime be committed by counseling, encouraging,

hiring, commanding, inducing or otherwise procuring the
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other to commit the crime; and/or, three, pursuant to

conspiracy to commit the crime with the intent that the

crime be committed, the defendants aiding or abetting

or conspiring, defendants acting in concert

throughout."

Is that what you did?

THE DEFENDANT:  According to this, yes.

THE COURT:  The question is, is that what you

did?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Because, I mean, if you

don't think that's what you did, then you can't be

freely and voluntarily accepting the plea.

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  You agree that's what you did;

correct?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.

THE COURT:  All right.  The Court hereby

finds the defendant's plea of guilty is freely and

voluntarily made.  He appears to understand the nature

of the offense and the consequences of the plea.  I'll

therefore accept your plea of guilty.  We'll refer this

to the Division of Parole and Probation for preparation

of the PSI.  We'll set for sentencing hearing for --

THE CLERK:  March 26th, 8:30.
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THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  You can sit.

We'll go to Edward Honabach.

Mr. Honabach, can you please state your full

legal name.

THE DEFENDANT:  Edward Joseph Honabach.

THE COURT:  How old are you, sir?

THE DEFENDANT:  31.

THE COURT:  How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT:  Eleventh grade.

THE COURT:  Do you read, write, and

understand the English language?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  You've received a copy of the

amended information in this case; correct?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  You've had a chance to discuss

that with your attorney, and he answered any questions

you had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  In that amended information it

charges you with first degree kidnapping resulting in

substantial bodily harm, a category A felony.  With

regard to that charge, how do you plea, guilty or not

guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty.
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THE COURT:  Before I can accept your plea of

guilty, I have to be convinced that your plea is freely

and voluntarily made.  Are you making your plea freely

and voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Has anybody forced you or coerced

to accept that plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  Are you making that plea of

guilty because you are, in fact, guilty of that charge?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Has anybody made any promises or

guarantees to you other than what's been stated in open

court and what's contained in the guilty plea

agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  In looking the the guilty plea

agreement, it looks like you signed this on page 5.

It's dated, looks like, the 4th day of February, 2019.

Did you read this and sign it today?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Did you have a chance to discuss

it with your attorney; he answered any questions you

had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.
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THE COURT:  You understood the terms before

you signed it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  You understand that by signing

this, you're agreeing that you read it and understood

it; correct?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Also by signing it, you're giving

up important rights, like the right to confront your

accuser, the right to go to trial, and the right to

present evidence on your own behalf?  You understand

that?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Are you currently under the

influence of any alcohol, medication, narcotics or

substance that might affect your ability to understand

these documents or the process that we're going

through?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  Are you currently suffering from

any emotional or physical distress that's caused you to

enter this plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  You understand that the range of

punishment for this, according to the law, is 15 to 40
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years or for a minimum of no less than 15 years and a

maximum of life or life without parole?  Do you

understand those are the options?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  You understand that sentencing is

strictly up to the Court.  Nobody can promise you any

type of leniency or any special treatment?  You

understand that?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Do you have any questions that

you want to ask of myself, your attorney, or the State

before we go forward?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Has your attorney made any

promises to you that are not contained in the guilty

plea agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  Based on all the facts and

circumstances, are you satisfied with the services of

your attorney?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes

THE COURT:  Are you a U.S. citizen?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  All right.  So I'm going to go

through the information.  This is going to be
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redundant.  You guys are going to hear this four times.

I've got to go through it with each of you.

Mr. Honabach, according to the amended

information charging you with first degree kidnapping

resulting in substantial bodily harm, it says that, "On

or about March 7th, 2016, in Clark County, Nevada

contrary to the laws of the State of Nevada, you did

willfully, unlawfully, and feloniously seize, confine,

inveigle, entice, decoy, abduct, conceal, kidnap or

carry away Jose Ortiz Salazar, a human being, with the

intent to hold or detain Jose Ortiz Salazar against his

will and without his consent for the purpose of

committing murder and/or robbery resulting in

substantial bodily harm to Jose Ortiz Salazar.  The

defendants being criminally liable under one or more of

the following principles of criminal liability:  By

directly committing the crime and/or, two, by aiding or

abetting in the commission of the crime with the intent

that the crime be committed by counseling, encouraging,

hiring, commanding, inducing and/or otherwise procuring

the other to commit the crime, and/or, three, pursuant

to a conspiracy to commit the crime with the intent

that the crime be committed, the defendants aiding or

abetting or conspiring, defendants acting in concert

throughout."
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Is that what you did?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  The Court hereby

finds the defendant's plea of guilty is freely and

voluntarily made.  He appears to understand the nature

of the offense and the consequences of the plea.  I'll

therefore accept your plea of guilty, and we'll refer

this to the Division of Parole and Probation for

preparation of a PSI.  And we'll set your sentencing

hearing for --

THE CLERK:  March 26th, 8:30.

THE DEFENDANT:  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Fabiola Jimenez.

Ms. Jimenez, can you give me your full legal?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.  Fabiola Jimenez.

THE COURT:  How old are you, ma'am?

THE DEFENDANT:  43.

THE COURT:  How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT:  Eleventh.

THE COURT:  Do you read, write, and

understand the English language?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Have you received a copy of the

amended information in this case which charges you with

first degree kidnapping resulting in substantial bodily
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harm?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  You've had a chance to review

that with your attorney; he answered any questions you

had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  With regard to that charge, how

do you plead, guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty.

THE COURT:  Before I can accept your plea of

guilty, I have to be convinced that your plea is freely

and voluntarily made.  Are you making your plea freely

and voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Has anybody forced you or coerced

to accept that plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you making the plea of guilty

because you're, in fact, guilty of that charge.

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Has anybody made any promises or

guarantees to you other than what's been stated in open

court and what's contained in the guilty plea

agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.
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THE COURT:  In looking at the guilty plea

agreement, it appears that you signed this on page 5.

It's dated February 4th.  Did you read it and sign it

today?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Did you understand it before you

signed it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  You had a chance to talk to your

attorney about it; he answered any questions you might

have had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  You understand that by signing

it, you're agreeing that you read it and understood it;

correct?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Also by signing that, you're

giving up important rights like the right to confront

your accuser, the right to go to trial, and the right

to present evidence on your own behalf?  Do you

understand that?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you currently under the

influence of any alcohol, medication, narcotics, or any

substance that might affect your ability to understand
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these documents or the process that we're going

through?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.  

THE COURT:  Are you currently suffering from

any emotional or physical distress that's caused you to

enter the plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you understand that the range

of punishment for this is 15 to 40 years or minimum of

no less than 15 years and a maximum of life or life

without parole?  You understand that those are the

options?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you understand that sentencing

is strictly up to the Court.  Nobody can promise you

probation, leniency or any special treatment; right?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you have any questions you

want to ask of myself, your attorney, or the State

before we go forward?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Did your attorney make any

promises to you that are not contained in the guilty

plea agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
(702) 671-3633 • realtimetrialslv@gmail.com

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

AA223



    19CASTRO, LUIS ANGEL • C314092 • 2/4/19

THE COURT:  Based on all the facts and

circumstances, are you satisfied with the services of

your attorney?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you a U.S. citizen?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  All right.  Let me go through the

amended information with you and make sure there's a

factual basis.  According to the information it says,

"On or about the 7th day of March 2016, in Clark

County, Nevada, contrary to the laws of the State of

Nevada, you did willfully, unlawfully, feloniously

seize, confine, inveigle, entice, decoy, abduct,

conceal, kidnap, or carry away Jose Ortiz Salazar, a

human being, with the intent to hold or detain Jose

Ortiz Salazar against his will and without his consent

for the purpose of committing murder and/or robbery

resulting in substantial bodily harm to Jose Ortiz

Salazar.  The defendants being criminally liable under

one or more of the following principles of criminal

liability, to wit: one, by directly committing the

crime; and/or, two, by aiding or abetting in the

commission of the crime with the intent that the crime

be committed, by counseling, encouraging, hiring,

commanding, inducing, or otherwise procuring the other
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to the commit the crime; and/or, three, pursuant to a

conspiracy to commit the crime with the intent that the

crime be committed, defendants aiding or abetting or

conspiring, defendants acting in concert throughout."

Is that what you did?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  All right.  The Court hereby

finds the defendant's plea of guilty is freely and

voluntarily made.  She appears to understand the nature

of the offense and the consequences of the plea.  I'll,

therefore, accept your plea of guilty.  We'll refer

this matter to the Division of Parole and Probation for

preparation of a PSI.  We'll set your sentencing

hearing date for --

THE CLERK:  March 26th, 8:30.

THE COURT:  All right.  Lionel king.

Mr. King, can you please give me your full.

THE DEFENDANT:  Lionel Anthony King.

THE COURT:  How old are you, sir?

THE DEFENDANT:  32.

THE COURT:  How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT:  Tenth grade.

THE COURT:  Do you read, write, and

understand the English language?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.
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THE COURT:  Have you received a copy of the

amended information in this case which charges you with

first degree kidnapping resulting in substantial bodily

harm?

THE DEFENDANT:  I have.

THE COURT:  You reviewed that with your

attorney; he answered any questions you had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  With regard to that charge, how

do you plead, guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty.

THE COURT:  Before I can accept your plea of

guilty, I have to be convinced that your plea is freely

and voluntarily made.  Are you making your plea freely

and voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Has anybody forced you or coerced

you to accept that plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.

THE COURT:  Are you making the plea of guilty

because you're, in fact, guilty of that charge?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.

THE COURT:  Has anybody made any promises or

guarantees to you other than what's been stated in open

court?
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THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  In looking at the guilty plea

agreement, it looks like it's signed on page 5, dated

February 4.  Did you read and sign this today?

THE DEFENDANT:  I did.

THE COURT:  Did you understand it before you

signed it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  You had a chance to discuss it

with your attorney; he answered any questions you might

have had about it?

THE DEFENDANT:  Um-hum.  Yes.

THE COURT:  You understand that by signing

this, you're agreeing that you read and understood it;

correct?

THE DEFENDANT:  Correct, sir.

THE COURT:  Also by signing it, you're giving

up important constitutional rights, like the right to

confront your accuser, the right to go to trial and

present evidence on your own behalf?  Do you understand

that?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Are you currently under the

influence of any alcohol, medication, narcotics, or any

substance that might affect your ability to understand
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these documents or the process that we're going

through?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Are you currently suffering from

any emotional or physical distress that's caused you to

enter this plea?

THE DEFENDANT:  No.

THE COURT:  You understand that the range of

punishment for this charge is 15 to 40 years or for a

minimum of 15 years and a maximum of life or life

without parole?  Do you understand that those are the

options?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  You understand that sentencing is

strictly up to the Court.  Nobody can promise you any

type of leniency or any special treatment?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Do you have any questions that

you want to ask of myself, your attorney, or the State

before we go forward?

THE DEFENDANT:  I do not, sir.

THE COURT:  Has your attorney made my

promises to you that are not contained in the guilty

plea agreement?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir.
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THE COURT:  Based on all the facts and

circumstances in the case, are you satisfied with the

services of your attorney?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, I am, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Are you a U.S. citizen?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  Let me go through the information

with you to make sure that there's a factual basis for

your plea.  It says that, "On or about the 7th day of

March 2016, in Clark County, Nevada, contrary to the

laws of the state of Nevada, you did willfully,

unlawfully, feloniously seize, confine, inveigle,

entice, decoy, abduct, conceal, kidnap, or carry way

Jose Ortiz Salazar, a human being, with the intent to

hold or detain Jose Ortiz Salazar against his will and

without his consent for the purpose of committing

murder and/or robbery resulting in substantial bodily

harm to Jose Ortiz Salazar, the defendant being

criminally liable under one or more of the follow

principles of criminal liability:  One, by directly

committing the crime; and/or, two, by aiding or

abetting in the commission of the crime with the intent

that the crime be committed by counseling, encouraging,

hiring, commanding, inducing and/or otherwise procuring

the other to commit the crime; and/or, three, pursuant
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to a conspiracy to commit the crime with the intent

that the crime be committed, the defendants aiding or

abetting and/or conspiring, defendants acting in

concert throughout." 

Is that what you did?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  Court hereby finds

the defendant's plea is freely and voluntarily made.

He appears to understand the nature of the offense and

the consequences of his plea.  I'll, therefore, accept

your plea of guilty.  We'll refer this to the Division

of Parole and Probation for preparation of a PSI, and

we'll set your sentencing hearing date for --

THE CLERK:  March 26th, 8:30.

THE COURT:  All right.  Thanks, guys.

MS. THOMSON:  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  That resolves the case.  We will

see you at sentencing.  We'll excuse your jurors.

(Proceedings concluded at 10:39 A.M.)

-o0o- 

ATTEST:  FULL, TRUE, AND ACCURATE TRANSCRIPT OF 

PROCEEDINGS. 

 

________________________________ 
/S/ Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR 
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DISTRICT COURT 

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 

 

STATE OF NEVADA,       ) 
             ) 

           Plaintiff,  )      CASE NO. C314092       
                       )      DEPT. NO. XXX 
vs.              ) 

   ) 
                       ) 
LUIS ANGEL CASTRO,     ) 
                       )  
           Defendant.  ) 
_______________________) 
 
 

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

SENTENCING 

BEFORE THE HONORABLE JERRY A. WIESE, II  

TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2019 

                   AT 9:57 A.M.                   

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

 

For the State: MEGAN THOMSON, ESQ. 

 

For the Defendants: WARREN GELLER, ESQ  

                              ROBERT BECKETT, ESQ.  

                              MACE YAMPOLSKY, ESQ.  

                              CARL ARNOLD, ESQ. 

 

REPORTED BY:  KIMBERLY A. FARKAS, NV CCR No. 741 
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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2019 

 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

* * * * * *  

THE MARSHAL:  You may remain seated.  Please

come to order.  Pages 11 12, 13, 14.  Page 11, Luis

Castro, C314092; page 12, Edward Honabach, C314092;

page 13, Fabiola Jimenez, C314092; page 14, Lionel

King, Case No. C314092.

MR. GELLER:  Warren Geller on behalf of Luis

Castro.  He's present in custody this morning.

MR. BECKETT:  Bob Beckett appearing with

Mr. Honabach.

MR. ARNOLD:  Good morning, Your Honor.  Carl

Arnold on behalf of Fabiola Jimenez.

MR. YAMPOLSKY:  Mace Yampolsky on behalf of

Lionel King.

MS. THOMSON:  Megan Thomson for the State.

THE COURT:  It's on for sentencing today.

Any reason we should not go forward?

MR. GELLER:  On behalf of Defendant Castro,

there is one stipulated correction to his PSI.  I don't

believe there's any reason we wouldn't be able to put

that on the record and then proceed.

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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THE COURT:  Let's do that now.  What's the

issue?

MR. GELLER:  With respect to page 2, there

are three boxes which the PSI author can check in this

case with an X, indicating age at first arrest.  On

Mr. Castro's PSI, it's checked "19 or younger."  That's

not substantiated by his arrest history later in the

report.  The parties have agreed to have that removed.

And I believe a "24 and older" would be the appropriate

box that should have been checked in that instance.

MS. THOMSON:  I agree.

THE COURT:  Okay.  That doesn't rise to the

level of a Stockmeier issue, I don't believe.

MR. GELLER:  I don't believe either,

Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Mr. Beckett.

MR. BECKETT:  Judge, we're ready to proceed.

THE COURT:  You've reviewed the PSI with your

client.  Are there any issues.

MR. BECKETT:  No, Judge.

THE COURT:  Mr. Arnold?

MR. ARNOLD:  Yes, Your Honor.  We've gone

through the PSI, and there's no issues.  We're ready

for sentencing.

THE COURT:  Mr. Yampolsky?

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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MR. YAMPOLSKY:  We reviewed the PSI.  There's

no issues.

THE COURT:  All right.  I have received

sentencing memos from the State on all four defendants.

I did receive a sentencing memo from Mr. Geller with

regard to Mr. Castro.  And I also received a letter

yesterday from Mr. Honabach's parents.  So I've

reviewed all of that.

Let me go through here and as far as the

guilty plea agreement is concerned, I'm just going to

do it combined.  So each of you are -- I'm adjudicating

you guilty pursuant to the guilty plea agreement of

first degree kidnapping resulting in substantial bodily

harm.  It's a category A felony.  That being said, what

does the State want to tell me more?

MS. THOMSON:  Just briefly, Your Honor.  I

believe that I've outlined it well within each of the

sentencing memos, but, ultimately, it's the State's

position that each of these individuals, while they may

be separately situated in terms of their active

participation in the crime, their prior criminal

convictions and the other cases that were pending at

the time it all balances out that each of them should

receive a term of life in prison without the

possibility of parole, given the amount of torture, the

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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danger that this crime posed to the community, and the

danger that each of these individuals poses to the

community in the future.

THE COURT:  Start with Mr. Geller.

MR. GELLER:  Judge, a couple things I'd like

to emphasize.  I know that the Court doesn't want

counsel to reiterate and reread the sentencing

memorandum.  I do want to sort of hit the high points

from that document that I submitted to the Court.

As I've indicated with Mr. Castro's

biography, the majority of his life up until his late

20s was crime free.  I do concede in there during his

teen years and early 20s he was committing, obviously

he wasn't caught for it, but possessory drug crimes.  I

mentioned in the memorandum that he suffered some

trauma as a young man or a young boy.  It looks like,

at least with respect to the report that was prepared

by Dr. Sharon Jones Forester that I attached as an

exhibit, that he may have been self-medicating through

much of his youth associated with some of that trauma.

I'm not going to suggest to the Court that

that somehow makes it okay to be involved in the awful

things that Your Honor obviously saw in the photographs

attached to Ms. Thomson's memorandum.  But I do think

it's important that I emphasize to the Court a little

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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context.

I think it's easy in these circumstances to

kind of zero in and laser in on just the awful things

that happened.  And I think it's important to really

look at a human being in the course of their entire

life.  Obviously, there's a lot of people that love and

care for Luis.  He's got a large support group here.

Pretty much everybody other than the media that's

sitting right in this area, there's his brother,

mother, father, nieces, nephews, cousins.  There's

extensive support from them.

THE COURT:  I think I got letters from every

one of them.

MR. GELLER:  I think you did, Your Honor.  I

don't know that I've ever had a case where there were

more letters of support.  Again, I realize that even if

he had a thousand letters and a family of a thousand

people, it's not going to undue the horrible things

that happened, but I do think it does speak to some

degree to his character when he's sober. 

Now, Ms. Thomson did do an excellent job of

pointing out some of the things.  Like, there was, I

guess, a fight in CCDC.  I did point out in the

sentencing memorandum the District Attorney's office

never charged him for that.  When I showed that to my

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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client, he was a little bit frustrated insofar as he

never went through the adjudicated process in court

where he was able to say who started it.  The DA's

office, I guess, didn't feel it was appropriate to

charge him with that.  I did want to mention that as

well.

With respect to what I believe the PSI is

recommending, the PSI is not asking the Court to say he

needs to be out, back on the streets or back with his

family, whatever the case may be in 15 years.  I think

what they're suggesting and what the defense is

suggesting just give the parole board the option to

where he can have parole at some point in his life.

As you saw in my sentencing memorandum, when

he was an infant, he was brought to the United States.

So he is subject to removal.  There is an ICE hold.

If, let's say, the Court, for instance, granted the

defense's request for parole eligibility at 15 years,

that doesn't mean he gets out in 15 years less his

credit.  That means let's say one day he's a

70-year-old man in a wheelchair in the Nevada

Department of Corrections.  The parole board would have

the option to say, you know what, federal government,

now you can take Mr. Castro and deport him to Mexico.

If the Court sentences him to life without,

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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no matter what the circumstances are, we're always

going to be paying for his incarceration, even if he's

a 70 or 80-year-old man.  If he is a model inmate, if

there's no incidents, and if at least parole

commissioners, after examining the same facts that Your

Honor is examining, determine that he is ripe for

removal from the United States, they can put that in a

motion by having him turned over to federal custody,

and he'll be deported to Mexico.

I'm not in any way, shape or form suggesting

that because he's got the family, because he's got the

trauma, and because he had a drug addiction, that means

that the crime wasn't awful.  I know it's got to be one

of the worst ones Your Honor has ever seen.  We're just

asking the Court to allow the parole board to have the

discretion, maybe when he's an elderly man, to consider

releasing him in light of the fact that he's not

somebody that was out on a criminal rampage his whole

life.  He's not someone that in my mind and the minds

of the family and friends who are here to support him

that's completely unredeemable.  

He did everything he could to try to persuade

the Court and to try to persuade the State that he

never actually was one of the people that handled the

weapon.  I completely concede that the victim in this

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
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case does say that he handled the weapon and used it on

him.  

His DNA wasn't found on the weapon.  He asked

to take a polygraph test on that issue.  When the

police grilled him excessively about that issue, he was

adamant that he never touched a weapon or never struck

the victim or did any of the things associated with the

photographs.  He does concede he made bad judgment; he

did encourage the victim to go over to the abandoned

house.  He's guilty of that.  He's responsible for

that.  I know that that's an issue in contension,

whether he ever personally used the weapon on the

victim, but everything that we tried to gather up and

muster up is to demonstrate to the Court that he was

trying to prove that he didn't.  But it certainly

wasn't worth going to trial over on that one issue

because he has criminal liability for everything else

that happened.

Again, with respect to him leaving and going

to the convenient store, I know Your Honor has the

screenshots that I took from the surveillance video.

Again, Ms. Thomson is correct in her memorandum; he did

return to the scene of the crime.  I'm not suggesting

that because he left and went to the 7-11, that means

that he had no responsibility or no culpability.  What
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I am suggesting is that he did, in fact, leave because

he was feeling very uneasy about things.  And he was

asking the police to take a polygraph on that issue.

Again, State's completely within its rights to say no,

but he wanted to take a polygraph even if it was with a

Metro polygrapher to prove that he left because he was

getting queazy and uncomfortable and that he didn't

touch a weapon.

So in summation, Judge, really what I'm just

asking the Court is, not to endorse the conduct, not to

say that the allegations are only worth 15 years in

custody, but rather to just say, parole board, maybe

one day when he's an old man, you have the authority to

consider releasing him for deportation to Mexico.  And

that's it.  We're not asking for the Court to endorse

anything that went on here.  We're just asking for the

parole board to have that option at some point in his

life because I do think that, notwithstanding what

happened, he is an otherwise redeemable person.  I'd

submit with that, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Mr. Castro, anything else you

want to tell me?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yeah.  First, I'm nervous.

Never been in no type of trouble in my life.  But, you

know, I do want to apologize to the victim.  I don't
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know if he's here or not.  I do want it out, to know

that I do apologize for putting him in this type of

ordeal.  It's going to be marked in his life as well.

The situation is marked in mine as well because I am

paying as well for my consequences.

You know, I do apologize to my family, too

because -- for the embarrassment for all of this has

caused as well.  Because they raised me better, to be a

better person, better man.

Due to the drugs, I got into the situation.

I got into this position.  You know, whatever your

judgment is at the end, I'm gonna, you know, have my

head up high and deal with it, go forward.  But the

only thing I do ask is give me one permission to be

back with my family, to my son, to them, you know,

because I'm gonna miss a lot of part of their life.  At

least let me turn into be still some part of it at

least at the end.  That's what I want to say.  Thank

you.

THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  Mr. Beckett.

MR. BECKETT:  Yes, Judge.  Thank you.

Judge, as you read, of course, on page 4 of

on Mr. Honabach's PSI, looks like the last time he was

in trouble was a while ago, in 2012.  The question

comes up, Judge, between then and when this crime was
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committed, what happened.  The facts are disturbing and

they're ugly.  There's no way around that.  And they've

been set forth in the PSI and set forth in

Ms. Thomson's sentencing memorandum.  I'm not going to

even go to the facts.  They are what they are.

The question comes up -- sometimes we want

answers -- how can something like this happen so we can

somehow make sense of it if possible.  Well, talking

with Edward, what happened was meth happened.  That's

an old story.

He was doing pretty well.  He was working as

a flagger for a construction company, as Your Honor

knows.  He was paying his bills.  Life was going along.

And then he ran into meth.

He started doing -- smoking, as he said, an 8

ball a day, which I find out now is like 3.5 grams a

day.  On top of smoking 3.5 grams a day, he was also

doing what they call a meth ball.  Now, I'm told that

you take a gram of meth, put it on a square toilet

paper, roll it up, twist it up and wash it down with

whatever.  I'm surprised that that doesn't kill a

person.  But he had been doing that for about four days

or so prior to this crime.

And he said that during that four days, of

course, on the influence of meth, which is a very

Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR
(702) 671-3633 • realtimetrialslv@gmail.com

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

AA246



    13CASTRO, LUIS ANGEL • C314092 • 3/26/19

strong type of speed, is what I'm told, he wasn't

eating.  He wasn't sleeping.  He wasn't drinking water.

So he was dehydrated.  He said he started hearing

voices of sorts.  He said he started seeing out of the

corner of his eye shadow people.

I'm surprised he didn't go into some sort of

seizure or whatever, but he kept going.  So that was

what was going on when this occurred.

There's no excuse, Judge.  It's not an

excuse.  But sometimes we can say, well, okay, he was

under the influence of this horrible drug.  Yes, he

voluntarily ingested it in different forms.  He's

responsible for what happened.  The law recognizes

that.  But that's what was going on.  I can say that he

was basically speeding out of his mind when this

happened.  No excuse, just facts.

Then we get to, okay, where is he at today?

He's been in custody about three years.  Of course,

he's clean.  And, of course, he's a different person

now when he's not on the drugs.  I've seen that since

I've picked up the case, that he's been pretty

rational -- well, very rational.  He's intelligent.

He's articulate.  His father has, of course, seen the

difference in him today than when he was on meth, when

he was using meth years ago.
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What has he done with his time now that he's

clean?  He's gotten his GED.  He's going forward.  He's

going to get his diploma.  That's another step and

that's important to him.  He's looking forward to

someday getting out.

I've got to be careful with this, Judge,

because there's the old joke.  Everybody in jail finds

religion; okay.  Well, sometimes it's sincere.

Sometimes it's not.  Sometimes it's just a thing of the

moment.  He's been reading the bible a lot in addition

to doing his studies, and he's finding a lot of comfort

in that.

He's using that time constructively.  What

does he want to do?  Where does he want to be if he's

granted parole?  What does he want to do with his life

if he's granted parole and if he has a chance of

getting out of prison?  Well, his plans right now are

maybe, because it's going to be limited with his

record, because when some potential employer,

especially if it's submitted online, there's going to

be problems.

He does have strong family support.  His

father is here.  His father has always been in contact

with me.  His father has been at every court

appearance.  His mother is here.  She's had a number of
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health problems, she's here for him as well.  They'll

always be here for him, of course, Judge.  He has

family in different areas that can help him get a job,

that can help him get started in some sort of labor

job.

He'd like some day, Judge, to have a life.

What does that mean?  Have a job, maybe get a house,

maybe get married, might eventually have kids if he's

granted possibility of parole in this case.  He's gonna

be a lot older than he is right now.  He's probably

going to be a completely different person, of course,

than he was when this crime occurred, than he is today,

than he will be in 15 or so years when he gets paroled.

And when he gets paroled, is it just, have a

nice life?  No.  He'll be on parole.  He'll be watched.

He'll be monitored.  I'm sure with these type of crimes

that occurred, that they're going to be extra diligent

in supervising him.

Judge, I know Mr. Honabach wants to talk to

you, wants to express how he feels, the remorse he has,

and the disbelief of what actually happened.  But he'd

like a chance at life, eventually have a chance at some

sort of life.  And we ask you give him the chance of

sentencing him to 15 to 20 with the possibility of

parole.
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THE COURT:  Life with the possibility of

parole.

MR. BECKETT:  Life with the possibility of

parole.

THE COURT:  Mr. Honabach, go ahead.

THE DEFENDANT:  Your Honor, I'd first off

like to say that I am sorry for what I done.  I'm not

going to sit here and try to make excuses for it.

There is no excuse.  There's no way to say it's okay.

There's no way to lessen the effect.

It's affected my life, the victim's life, his

family's, my family's.  And it's just such a tremendous

and unforgivable way.  There's no way I could ever

express my remorse.  I can't even comprehend that it

was me that was involved in something like this.  It's

just not me.

But I am sorry, Your Honor.  I do take full

responsibility for it.  And I am a different person

than when I first came in.  Like my attorney said,

drugs are the devil's playground.  And I regret -- they

change who you are.  They change how you think, how you

feel.  They make it so you don't even recognize reality

anymore.  You can't feel -- there's no way to explain

it to somebody who hasn't been there.

And I'm just, I'm very sorry, Your Honor.
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And I have taken this to heart.  And I do apologize to

the victim and to his family, to my family, to three of

my co-defendants and their families, to everyone who

was affected in this case, Your Honor.  There's no

excuse.  I'm sorry.

I have taken this to heart and changed my

life around.  I changed -- I have found God.  And not

just the jailhouse religion.  I run Bible studies.  I

really have found God.  I've actually gotten several

certificates in Bible courses.

I'm involved with two missionaries, CNI and

ANI, as well as taking courses with Moody Bible College

to get degrees so if I am granted the possibility to

get out one day, that I can help other people, just not

do this.  I want to help youth, talk to them.  I've

been there; I've done that; it ain't worth it; don't

throw your life away; don't do it.

I'm sorry.  But I'm not the same person I was

when I got in here.  And God's carried me through this

far.  God will carry me through further.  I plan on

continuing when I do go to prison to further help

people there realize as well, you know, look at where

we're at.  Look at the lives we've ruined.  Look at the

hurt we've caused.  Change it.  Do something better.

Find God.  Listen to his word.  He'll direct you on the
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right path.

And I just ask that I be given the chance to

one day show that, not just to the people in jail, but

to the world, that, you know, you can change, and I

have.  And thank you, Your Honor.  That's all I have to

say.

THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Honabach.

Mr. Arnold.

MR. ARNOLD:  Your Honor, on behalf of

Ms. Jimenez, she's also asking for a sentence of life

with the possibility of parole after 15 years.  It's

been a big difference in her, Your Honor.  I mean,

she's not the same person that she was when she came

in.  She was also on meth, as all the co-defendant's in

the case.  She went through a rash of disciplinary

problems in jail.  I think those were outlined in the

sentencing memorandum, Your Honor.

And then there was a point in time -- in

honesty, Your Honor, I think she just had given up.

She really did not have any hope.  And then she made a

reconnection with her oldest daughter and started to

have some hope, and decided, hey, I really need to get

my life together.  She started attending classes,

Your Honor.  And this was while we were still

considering going to trial and, you know, trying to
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offer a defense in this case.

She's going to classes.  She started anger

management counseling, substance abuse counseling.  And

this is back in October of last year.  Then she did

successful release counseling, marriage and family

counseling, to help with her daughter, parenting

counseling, and life skills counseling, Your Honor.

She's been taking a class a month trying to better

herself.

She's going to continue to do this,

regardless of what Your Honor offers because -- or what

you sentence her to, for the simple reason is she knows

that she does have something to live for.  Even though

right now she can't be with her family, she's asking

for that opportunity, one time, you know, if she's ever

paroled on this matter, to be out there with her

family.  I know she wants to say a couple of words to

you, Your Honor, but we're requesting just give her

that chance.

THE COURT:  Ms. Jimenez.

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.  I would

like to say, first of all, I apologize for everything.

I take full responsibility for my part.  I came in one

person.  I am now a totally different person.  I've

been doing a lot of classes, a lot of programming.  I
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want to say I apologize to the families, to my

co-defendants also.

I don't know what else to say, Your Honor,

but that I apologize for my actions and I take full

responsibility for what I've done.  And I ask you to

please give me that opportunity to go back to my

daughter that I just got back.  And I'm trying to get

my son back.  And the only way to get them back is to

be able to have a second chance to go home so I can be

their mother and a grandmother to my kids, my

grandkids.

Right now nobody is talking to me.

Everybody's upset.  And I get it, you know.  And I'm

trying to get my kids back in my life.  I got one at a

time.  And if you please give me that second chance so

that I can be that mother to my kids that I have been

absent for a very long time due to meth.  And, like I

said, I'm a different person now, you know.

I've also done Bible studies myself.  And I

just -- I just ask for a second chance, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.

Mr. Yampolsky.

MR. YAMPOLSKY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  I'll

be brief.  

As my co-counsel have all stated, it's an
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awful crime, no excuse.  According to the terms of the

plea agreement, I'm limited, that I can only argue for

life.  And, obviously, I'm arguing life with the

possibility of parole.  It's not a murder case.  Murder

cases are the absolute worst.  And even in a murder

case you're eligible for a term of years, 20 to 50 or

20 to life or, of course, life without.  And I'm

suggesting that this is not as bad as a murder case.

Now, as I said, I'm limited as to what I can

argue, but the PSI that sees thousands of people, they

recommend 15 to 40.  I'm not asking for that, but based

on their recommendation, I believe it's appropriate for

him to receive life with the possibility of parole.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Mr. King, anything you

want to tell me?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.  As all the

counsel's and the co-defendants said, it comes down to

the facts.  The facts is, yes, I did do it.  Yes, I am

sorry to the victim, to the family.  Most important,

the victim's family who had to bear witness to what we

did, what our -- what we did.  And there's no way

around that.

The only thing I can do is better myself, and

that's what I've been doing.  It's all in black and

white.  I'm a model inmate.  I got a job, plus six
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months.  You know, you show up.  If you don't show up,

you get fired.  It's very strict.

And I'm just doing the best I can.  I'm on

the waiting list to get my CSN so I can go to college

after I do my GED.  So in the future, if possible,

Your Honor, if granted, you know, I have something with

me when I get out and something that help me build

myself into a better man that my kids need me to be,

that my family knows me to be, raised me to be.  And,

Your Honor, that's all I ask is for that one chance.

Thank you, sir.

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.

So here's the dilemma that I have, folks.  I

will generally try to be a merciful judge.  I know as a

Judge my job is to try to apply mercy and justice in a

fair way to people.  And I think most people would

acknowledge that I try to give people probation when I

have that opportunity, to give them at least one

chance.

In this case I understand that drugs is a

problem for most, if not all, of you, and that drugs

and alcohol may have been the factor that caused some

of these actions, but I don't know that I consider that

an excuse.  I don't know that I consider that a good

reason to have committed horrific crimes.
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I want to be merciful, but at the same time,

I know that justice has to be done.  And we have a

victim who, but for the fact that he lived against what

you all thought -- my understanding is not only was he

tortured and mutilated in this room for a period of

time, for a period of hours, but that everybody thought

he was dead, tried to burn the house down around him.

And if you had been successful in this, this would have

been a capital murder case and you all would be looking

at potentially a capital sentence.

I have a hard time with the pictures that

I've seen and the horrible injuries that were inflicted

upon this poor victim.  I understand that he is not the

pillar of our community either, but that doesn't

justify the things that were done to him over $50.  And

that almost makes it worse because that was the basis

for this, is him not being able to come up with $50.

So each of you are going to be imposed a $25

administrative assessment fee.  Each of you has a $150

DNA fee, if that's not been taken.  I believe at least

with a couple of you it's been taken so it would not

apply.  But if it hasn't been taken, you'd have that

$150 DNA fee.  There's an additional $3 DNA fee.  I'm

going to go ahead and sentence each of you to life in

the Nevada Department of Corrections without the
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possibility of parole.  I understand that that is a

difficult sentence for you to have to deal with.  It's

a difficult sentence for me to have to give, but I

don't see any redeeming qualities.  I would like to be

merciful, but I don't think that this is a crime

that -- I don't think the community wants you back out

on the streets.  So that will be the sentence.  I don't

think credit time served matters.

Anything else on the record, counsel?

MS. THOMSON:  No, Your Honor.

MR. GELLER:  No.

MR. BECKETT:  No.

THE COURT:  I hope you folks can get

programming while you're in prison.  May God have mercy

on your souls.

(Proceedings concluded at 10:27 A.M.)

-o0o- 

ATTEST:  FULL, TRUE, AND ACCURATE TRANSCRIPT OF 

PROCEEDINGS. 

 

________________________________ 
/S/ Kimberly A. Farkas, RPR, CRR 
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