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Garrett Weir, Esq., NV Bar No. 12300 
Debrea M. Terwilliger, Esq., NV Bar No. 10452 
1150 E. William Street 
Carson City, NV 89701-3109 
Tel: (775) 684-6132 
Fax (775) 684-6186  
gweir@puc.nv.gov 
dterwilliger@puc.nv.gov  
 
Attorneys for Respondent Public Utilities Commission of Nevada 

 
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

 
SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION, ) 
  Appellant,    ) 
      )   
vs.      )  CASE NO. 80911 
      ) 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF  ) 
NEVADA,     ) 
                                    Respondents. ) 
  ) 
 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA’S RESPONSE TO 

THE DOCKETING STATEMENT PURSUANT TO NRAP 14(F) AND 
REQUEST TO EXCEED THE ONE-PAGE LIMIT IMPOSED BY NRAP 

14(F) 
 

 The Docketing Statement (“Statement”) contains inaccurate statements, is 

argumentative, and misstates the issues on appeal:  Issue on Appeal (“Issue”) #1 

appears to state that Pub. Serv. Comm’n v. Ely Light & Power Co., 80 Nev. 312, 

393 P.2d 305 (1964), applies a presumption of prudence.  A presumption of 

prudence is never discussed in the Ely Light case, and nothing in Ely Light 

indicates that a public utility is entitled to a presumption of prudence.  Issues #4 
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and #5 make reference to the “Commission’s own staff,” leading to the false 

impression that the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada (“PUCN”) did not 

follow the recommendations of its own advisory staff.  The “staff” referenced in 

the Statement refers to the Regulatory Operations Staff of the PUCN, which is the 

investigative arm of the PUCN that acts as an entirely independent party in 

contested proceedings before the PUCN, and thus, is the not the PUCN’s “own 

staff.”  The Regulatory Operations Staff independently develops its testimony and 

determines the issues that it will raise in every PUCN contested proceeding, 

including at the hearing on the contested matter.  Issue #7 states that the 

Commission applied a “novel burden” and “penalize[ed]” Southwest Gas for not 

producing certain evidence.  Issue #7 is argumentative and inaccurately 

characterizes the facts of the case, the PUCN decision on appeal, and the findings 

of the District Court.  The facts do not indicate that a novel burden was applied or 

that Southwest Gas was penalized.   

 The PUCN respectfully requests leave to exceed the one-page response limit 

found in NRAP 14(f).  Given the number of inaccuracies in the Issues, as noted 

above, the PUCN believes good cause exists for exceeding the page limit.   

DATED this 26th day of May, 2020. 

     

 

_/s/ DEBREA M. TERWILLIGER, ESQ._ 
Debrea M. Terwilliger, Esq. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

A Copy of this Response to Docketing Statement Pursuant to NRAP 14(f) and 

Request to Exceed the One Page Limit Imposed by NRAP 14(f) was e-mailed and 

placed in the U.S. mail, postage pre-paid, on this 26th day of May, 2020, addressed 

to: 

 

Daniel F. Polsenberg, Esq.   Aaron D. Ford, Esq. 
Joel D. Henriod, Esq.    Ernest D. Figueroa, Esq. 
Justin J. Henderson, Esq.    Whitney F. Digesti, Esq. 
Abraham G. Smith, Esq.     bcpserv@ag.nv.gov 

dpolsenberg@lrrc.com    efigueroa@ag.nv.gov 
jhenriod@lrrc.com     wdigesti@ag.nv.gov 
jhenderson@lrrc.com    State of Nevada 

asmith@lrrc.com     Office of the Attorney General  
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP  100 North Carson Street 
3993 Howard Hughes Parkway,   Carson City, NV 89701 
Suite 600      Attorneys for the State of Nevada,  
Las Vegas, NV 89169    Bureau of Consumer Protection 
Attorneys for Southwest Gas Corporation 
 
 
Dated this May 26th, 2020. 
 
__/S/ SHAYLA HOOKER___ 
     SHAYLA HOOKER 
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