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IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER OF | ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER # 20-01

ELKO TOWNSHIP JUSTICE COURT AND
CITY OF ELKO MUNICIPAL COURT
REGARDING TEMPORARY
PROCEDURES IN CRIMINAL, CIVIL,
AND TRAFFIC' CASES IN RESPONSE TO
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19)

The Judges of the Elko Township Justice Court and the City of Elko Municipal Court have
vartous responsibilities including supervising the administrative business of the Courts, ensuring
the quality and continuity of court services, supervising the Courts” calendar, ensuring the Courts’
duties are timely and orderly performed, and otherwise facilitating the business of the Courts.

On March 12, 2020, Governor Steve Sisolak declared a state of emergency in Nevada in
response to the recent outbreak of the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). Given the severity of the
risk posed to the public by COVID-19 and actions taken by the Supreme Court of Nevada, the
Judges of the Elko Township Justice Court and the City of Elko Municipal Court have determined
that temporary alterations to court procedures are necessary for the protection of the community.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that effective March 19, 2020, the Elko Township Justice
Court and the City of Elko Municipal Court will continue 1o accept filings and manage cases within

the parameters set forth in this Order;

' As used in this Administrative Order, a “Traffic” offense is an offense that has a demerit point value of four (4) or
less as determined by the Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles. Offenses with higher poing values. such as DUL
are not considered Traffic Offenses under this Administrative Order.
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|. The Court will continue to accept the filing of documents in person at the courthouse;
however, the Court strongly encourages individuals to file court documents via fax, mail or by

email at etkojusticecourtielkocountyny. net.

2. Beginning March 19, 2020, or as soon as possible thereafier, all criminal in-custody
hearings, with the exception of in-custody preliminary hearings and in-custody trials, will be
conducted via telephone conference call when possible. The prosecutor, defense counsel and court
will each participate telephonically from their respective offices. The defendant will participate
telephonically from the Elko County Jail. In-custody preliminary hearings and in-custody trials
will continue to occur, as is customary, at the Elko County Courthouse.

3. All criminal out-of~custody hearings, with the exception of preliminary hearings on
felony and gross misdemeanor cases and DUI trials. will be suspended for a period of sixty (60)
days and then reset by the Court. Out-of-custody preliminary hearings and out-of-custody DUI
trials shall remain on calendar. Individuals with attorneys for criminal cases are encouraged 10
contact their attornevs instead of coming to the Court to obtain new courl dates or other current
information. Individuals are also encouraged to provide their attorneys with proof of completion
of any court-ordered requirements. Attorneys are encouraged to communicale with the Court to
obtain new court dates and updated information for these matters. Attorneys are encouraged to
have Waivers of Preliminary Hearing executed “off the record.” Contact information for the Elko
Township Justice Court and City of Elko Municipal Court is as follows:

Telephone 775-738-8403; Fax 775-738-8416

Email: elkojusticecourti@elkocountynv.net

Courtroom A teleconference: https:/join.me/CourtroomA

(801) 448-0006; Access Code 106-038-773#

Courtroom B teleconference: https://join.me/Courtroomil

(801) 448-0006; Access Code 791-114-027#
4. Al traffic and other citation pre-trial matters shall be suspended for the next sixty (60)

days and then will be reset by the Court.
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5. Any person arrested on traffic offenses and/or a misdemeanor bench or arrest warrant
shall be immediately released on their own recognizance, and assigned a court date that has been
provided by the Elko Township Justice Court or City of Elko Municipal Court. Defendants arrested
outside of Elko County on a misdemeanor bench or arrest warrant shall not be transporied to Elko
County, but rather, shall immediately be released from custody with a date to appear provided by
the Elko Township Justice Court or City of Elko Municipal Court.

6. The following hearing types will continue to occur and will continue to require in-person
appearances at the Elko County courthouse:

A. Preliminary hearings:

B. Criminal trials;

C. Protection order hearings to extend. modify or dissolve (if third party witnesses or

exhibits are involved);

D. Eviction hearings (if third party witnesses or exhibits are involved).

7. All currently scheduled non-essential hearings are ordered to be conducted by video or
telephonic means, decided on the papers, or rescheduled unless otherwise directed by the Judge.

8. General Civil. Small Claims, and Eviction actions are deemed non-essential.  All
currently scheduled General Civil, Small Claims, and Eviction related matters currently set will be
continued 1o a future date. Notifications to litigants of the new date will be made via mail and/or
email if an email address is available.

9. All jury trials, civil and criminal. currently scheduled will be rescheduled to a new date
as the court calendar allows. No summoned prospective jurors arc to appear.

10. Effective March 19, 2020, the Court will suspend issuing Defaults on all civil actions.
Applications for Default Judgments in cases where a Default has already been issued will be
processed.

11. Effective March 19, 2020, the Court will suspend issuing orders for the examination of
a judgment debtor.

12. Effective March 19, 2020, the Court will not be issuing eviction orders for thirty (30)

days.




13. In order to practice social distancing as recommended by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). the Court is strongly encouraging litigants NOT to come to the
Elko County Courthouse. Payments can be mailed to the Court, paid online or paid by phone.
Other inquiries can be made by contacting the court by phone or email.

14. Anyone arriving at the Elko County Courthouse who is exhibiting signs of illness or
distress shall be refused entry by the courthouse security staft.

15. All pending fail Commitment Orders that have not been completed are hereby stayed.
and will be reset by the Court at a later date.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Administrative Order shall be reviewed no later

than every 30 days and shall continue until modified or rescinded by a subsequent order.

Dated this 18th day of March, 2020.

Mason E.[Simong~________>

Justice of'the Peace/Municipal Court Judge, Dept. A

Elias D. Goicoechea
Justice of the Peace/Municipal Court Judge, Dept. B




