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To: Brad Lewis
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Thank you, Brad. | would really just echo a lot of the existing advocacy and add that housing insecurity
and homelessness can have a devastating effect on older Nevadans and those with disabilities ---
including loss of access to medication, health care, and delay in benefits. It also places these individuals
at risk for institutionalization when there may be programs available to keep them in their homes.
Minorities and LGBTQ seniors especially, are at more risk due to systemic racism and existing social
determinants of health.

I'm concerned that Exhibit B creates additional requirements and barriers to access the mediation
program. Many individuals may have difficulties accessing or including this information and may be
discouraged from seeking mediation. | also oppose excluding tenants from the mediation program if
they have had applied for rental assistance or entered a payment plan within the previous 15 months.
The circumstances prior to the pandemic should not have any bearing on participation in the mediation
program. This provision will disparately impact the most vulnerable individuals including seniors and
minorities.

Best wishes,

Jennifer

Jennifer M. Richards, Esq. Chief Eider & Disability Rights Attorney

Nevada Department of Health and Human Services

Aging and Disability Services Division

3416 Goni Road Suite D-132, Carson City, NV 89706

T: (775) 685-6584 |

Request Help during COVID-19: Click here B Nevada CAN get you connected
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