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LAWS OF NEVADA.

66
at of more than one license for the same sheep, in

procureme
during the same year.

the State of Nevada

CHAP. 7 mendatory to an
Act ‘A to requlate | cases
it of ¢ in the Ter

[Approved March 13, 1901.]

¢ State of Nevada, represented in Senate and

The People of th
Assembly, do enact as follows:
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TWENTIETH SKESION. 67

filed with the Clerk of the District Court of the county in
which such Prison is situated.
Sre. b, Seetion four hundred and sixty-one of said Act is

st fol

ed y-0 fitis l mo
a is the V' n e

t is that 1 e

]
the Warden must suspend the cxecution of the judgment
until he receives a warrant from the Governor, or from the
Judge of the District Court of the county in which such State
Prison is situated, directing the execution of the judgment.

Skc. 6. Section four hundred and sixty-two of said Act is
herchy amended so as to read as follows:

Section four hundred and sixty-two. If the inquisition wisime
finds that the defendant ig insane, the Warden must imme-
diately transmit it to the Governor, who may, when the
defendant becomes sane, issue a warrant appointing a day
for the execution of the judgment.

Swme. 7. Section four hundred and sixty-three of the said

eis a,- 1 e ant
. is n e
]ud of and nant
X4 W to
. . . sta n HI o
to whom she is delivered for , with the ¢ nee jury of three
. A . ‘sicinng,
of the District Court of the co hich such 3 son P
1 situated, ury of th
into the sup . Imme Notic 1o he
be given to rmey of 8 ghven.

visions of sections fowr hundred and fifty-nine and four hun-
dred and sixty apply to the proceedings upon the inquisition.

Soc. 8. Section four hundred and sixty-four of said Act
is hereby amended so as to read as follows:

Section four huandred and sixty-four.  Ti it is found by the masendan
inquisition that the female is not preguant, the Warden must Koot
exceute the judgment; if it is found that she is pregnant, the suspendad
Warden must suspend the execution of the judgment, and
transmit the inquisition to the Giovernor.

Sre. 9. Seetion four hundred and sixty-six of said Act is
herehy amended so as to read as follows:

four an 1 judeemoent.

s ol deall s
of d 1t not heen
Cour on execuled,
the . in

conviction is had, must order the defendant to he brought
hefore it; or, if he be at large,a warrant for his apprehension
may be issued.

Sie. 10, Section four hundred and sixty-seven of said Act

h s to read
f and six on the defend- fednting Lo
L . exeention ol
court, it into the facts, jadgnient.

s exist a ccution of the
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LAWS 01 NIEVADA.

I ent, m an the S
| , Lo wl he ¢ defe
t wll ex e
11. ur gaid
is heveby amended so as
Section four hundred ¢ tof
death shall be inflicted the
he tate
d o«
he
en

place must he present at
presence of o physician,
and at least twelve reput

i o
of )
e, ) n
Cy 1
el deem proper to witness the execu-
6 ons than those mentioned in this
gection can be present at the cxceution, nov can any person
under age be allowed to w the ganic.
Sme. 12, After the exc , the Warden must make a
he de W to the Court by which the
rend g the tine, place, mode and
ich it d.
Sre. 18. This Act sh effect January 1, 1903.

Criar. LITT—An Act to prohibit the sale of wrdenl spirits to
the Indions.

[Approved Marceh (4, 1001.]

The People of the State of Neved, represented in Senale and
Asgembly, do enael as follows:
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On the appointed day, Mrs. Dugan ate a last meal of steak and lamb chops, o
and then was escorted to the scaffold, where the rope was placed around her neck. I
While a total of seventy-five persons, including seven women and forty newspaper !
reporters watched, the trap door was sprung and Eva Dugan became the first woman vl
executed in Arizona.”

Her death attracted national attention, in part because of her sex, but mostly i
because of the grisly circumstances of the hanging during which the head was
completely torn from the body. Almost immediately after the execution, protest
groups organized a campaign to stop hangings and to bring about prison reform in ‘;; :
Arizona.? ‘

Opposition to hanging also took shape in Nevada in the 1920s. Like Arizona .
and New Mexico, the Silver State originally assigned the responsibility for carrying 1
out the death sentence in the county where the crime was committed. By 1911,
however, the Nevada legislature revised the law to allow a choice of a hanging or a B if

firing squad at the state prison. When the first murderer sentenced under the new law it

chose the latter, guards at the prison in Carson City objected to the assignment. To "
comply with the law but at the same time appease the guards, Warden George W.
Cowing ordered an unusual device made by an eastern foundry. Soon earning the 1
name "the shooting gallery," the steel contraption, placed in a small, separate room
with narrow windows, held three rifles with stnngs attached to the triggers. Because B f&
only two of the rifles held bullets, none of the officers ordered to pull the strings knew :
which ones had fired the deadly shots.”®

When used for the first time in May 1913, the "shooting gallery" performed
as advertised. Yet resistance to the firing squad and hanging as brutal and inhumane ‘

ey

forms of capital punishment gained momentum in the state. As a result, Nevada did

not enforce the death penalty again until 1924 when it became the only state in the

[}
Union to use lethal gas. E
When first applied in February 1924, only one company in the West

manufactured the gas. Because common carriers refused to transport the chemical,

91 :! |
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Nevada warden Matt Penrose arranged for drivers--at twenty-five dollars a day--to
bring the containers by automobile to the prison. Understandably wishing to avoid any
mishaps or accidents, the drivers made no stops along the way.

Although the preparation proved expensive, observers at the first execution,
including a physician witness, judged that death by gas seemed preferable to hanging
or the firing squad. By 1929, Nevada erected with convict labor a new building to
house the gas chamber. The new structure was built with stone and concrete; its walls
were two feet thick. Opposite two cells on one side stood the gas chamber, a room
eight feet long and only six feet six inches high. The plain, prison-made chair was the
only furniture. Under the chair, which had straps for securing the condemned, was a
twenty-four-inch high space to hold the jar of sulfuric acid and water into which the
cyanide capsules were dropped. Besides windows, there were two small holes in the
walls of the chamber. Through one of these a cord passed that when pulled from the
outside, permitted the capsule to drop and activate the chemical process. The other
hole contained the tubing of a stethoscope used by a doctor to record the last breaths
and heart beats of the condemned. By 1930, Nevada had executed three men in this
fashion, and had attracted considerable negative attention in the press. Still, Warden
Penrose, who refused to be swayed by the public outcry, claimed that gas was a
means of execution more efficient, quicker, and thus less brutal than any other.
Eventually, Colorado and Arizona adopted this method.?”

Despite the controversy over the death penalty during these years, other
problems and issues surfaced in the penitentiaries of the Far Southwest. As usual,
overcrowding and inmate unemployment remained foremost in the daily struggles of
the wardens. In the early 1920, this situation demanded the attention of Utah warden
James Devine, who was the first to advocate the removal of the penitentiary at the
Sugarhouse location to a new site. Besides overcrowding, the warden claimed that
residents who lived near the prison wanted the removal of the facility.

By 1926, the prison held 203 inmates. That year, Governor George H. Dem
appointed Richard E. Davis, an experienced penologist from New York and an active

92
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DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA

THE STATE OF NEVADA,
Plaintiff,

V- Case No. C159897
Dept. No. V
ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD, Docket H
#1619135

_— = =
W NN o= O

Defendant.

N
v B

JUDGMENT OF CONVICTION

WHEREAS, on the 6th day of July, 1999, Defendant, ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD, entered
a plea of Not Guilty to the crimes of BURGLARY WHILE IN POSSESSION OF A FIREARM;
MURDER WITH USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON; ATTEMPT MURDER WITH USE OF A
DEADLY WEAPON; SEXUAL ASSAULT WITH USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON AND
FIRST DEGREE KIDNAPING WITH USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON, NRS 205.060,
193.165; 200.010, 200.030, 193.165;200.010, 200.030, 193.165, 193.330; 200.310, 200.320,
193.165; 200.364; 200.366 and 193.165; and

WHEREAS, the Defendant ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD, was tried before a Jury and the
Defendant was found guilty of the crime of COUNT I - BURGLARY WHILE IN POSSESSION
OF A FIREARM; COUNT II, I1, IV, V - MURDER OF THE FIRST DEGREE WITH USE OF
A DEADLY WEAPON; COUNT VI - ATTEMPT MURDER WITH USE OF A DEADLY
WEAPON; CT VII - FIRST DEGREE KIDNAPING WITH USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON;
and CT VIII, IX, X and XI - SEXUAL ASSAULT WITH USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON, in
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violation of NRS 205.060, 193.165; 200.010, 200.030, 193.165;200.010, 200.030, 193.165,
193.330; 200.310, 200.320, 193.165; 200.364; 200.366 and 193.165, and the Jury verdict was
returned on or about the 19th day of July, 2000. Thereafter, the same trial jury, deliberating in
the penalty phase of said trial, in accordance with the provisions of NRS 175.552 and 175.554,
found that there were Three (3) aggravating circumstances in connection with the commission
of said crime, to-wit:

1. The murder was committed by a person who knowingly created a great risk of death
to more than one person by means of a weapon, device or course of action which would normally
be hazardous to the. lives of more than one person;

2. The murder was committed upon one or more persons at random and without
apparent motive; and

3. The Defendant has, in the immediate proceeding, been convicted of more than one
offense of murder in the first or second degree.

That on or about the 21st day of July, 2000, the Jury unanimously found, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that there were no mitigating circumstances sufficient to outweigh the
aggravating circumstance or circumstances, and determined that the Defendant's punishment
should be Death as to COUNTS II, ITI, IV and V - MURDER OF THE FIRST DEGREE WITH
USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON in the Nevada State Prison located at or near Carson City, State
of Nevada.

WHEREAS, thereafter, on the 31st day of August, 2000, the Defendant being present in
court with his counsel, CURTIS BROWN and DOUGLAS HEDGER, Deputy Public Defenders,
and STEWART L. BELL, District Attorney, also being present; the above entitled Court did
adjudge Defendant guilty thereof by reason of said trial and verdict and sentenced Defendant as
follows:

As to COUNT I - BURGLARY WHILE IN POSSESSION OF A FIREARM - A
maximum term of One Hundred Eighty (180) months with the minimum parole eligibility of
Seventy-Two (72) months in the Nevada Department of Prisons and ordered to submit to testing

to determine genetic markers. It is further recommended that the defendant be held responsible

-2- [\MVU\DEATH\FLOYD. WAR
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for restitution totaling $1,638.48;

As to COUNTS IL, 111, IV, V - MURDER OF THE FIRST DEGREE WITH USE OF A
DEADLY WEAPON - Set by jury verdict as Death by Lethal Injection as to each count
separately. It is further recommended that the Defendant also be held responsible for restitution
totaling $15,051.00 as to Count 1[; $39,478.29 restitution as to Count III; $43,660.14 restitution
as to Count IV; and $19,695.10 restitution as to Count V, and ordered to submit to testing to
determine genetic markers;

As to Count VI - ATTEMPT MURDER WITH USE OF A DEADLY WEAPON - A
maximum term of Two-Hundred Forty (240) months in the Nevada Department of Prisons with
the minimum pafole eligibility of Ninety-Six (96) months, plus an equal and consecutive
sentence of Two-Hundred Forty (240) months with the minimum parole eligibility of Ninety-Six
(96) months for the Use of a Deadly Weapon and ordered to submit to testing to determine
genetic markers. It is further recommended that Count VI be served consecutive to Count I and
that the defendant be held responsible for restitution totaling $64,264.87. |

As to COUNT VII - FIRST DEGREE KIDNAPPING WITH USE OF A DEADLY
WEAPON - LIFE in the Nevada Department of Prisons with the minimum parole eligibility of
Sixty (60) months plus an equal and consecutive sentence of LIFE with the minimum parole
eligibility of Sixty (60) months for the Use of a Deadly Weapon. It is further recommended that
Count VII be served consecutive to Count VI,

As to COUNTS VIII, IX, X and XI - SEXUAL ASSAULT WITH USE OF A DEADLY

WEAPON - As to each count separately, the Defendant is sentenced to LIFE in the Nevada

Department of Prisons with minimum parole eligibility of One Hundred Twenty (120} months
plus an equal and consecutive sentence of LIFE with minimum parole eligibility of One Hundred
Twenty (120) months for Use of a Deadly Weapon. The Defendant shall submit to testing to
determine genetic markers and shall submit to a term of LIFETIME supervision to commence
upon completion of any term of incarceration or parole. It is further recommended that the
defendant be held responsible for restitution totaling $210.00 as to Count VHI and Count VIIT

be served consecutive to Count VII; Count [X be served consecutive to Count VIII, Count X be

-3- AMVUIDEATH\FLOYD. WAR
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served consecutive to Count IX; and Count XI be served consecutive to Count X.
THEREFORE, the Clerk of the above entitled Court is hereby directed to enter this
Judgment of Conviction as part of the record in the above entitled matter.
DATED this i day of September, 2000, in the City of Las Vegas, County of Clark,

State of Nevada.

DGE

DA#C159897X/msf
LVMPD EV#9906030340
1° MURDER W/WPN - F

widl- IMVUNDEATH\FLOYD. WAR
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200 S. Third Street i, a2 0
Las Vegas, Nevada 89155 YOLERK ¢
(702) 4354711 |
Attorney for Plaintiff
DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA
THE STATE OF NEVADA,
Plaintiff,
-vs- Case No. C159897
Dept. No. V
ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD, Docket H
#1619135
Defendant.
WARRANT OF EXECUTION

A JUDGMENT OF DEATH was entered on the 21st day of July, 2000, against the above
named Defendant ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD as a result of his having been found guilty of
Counts II, 1L, IV and V - MURDER OF THE FIRST DEGREE WITH USE OF A DEADLY
WEAPON, by a duly and legally impaneled Jury of twelve persons. The Jury, with the
HONORABLE JUDGE JEFFREY SOBEL presiding, after determining Defendant's guilt to the
crime of COUNTS IL, ITI, IV and V - MURDER OF THE FIRST DEGREE WITH USE OF A
DEADLY WEAPON, in violation of NRS 200.010, 200.030, 193.165, returned said.guilty
verdict on or about the 19th day of July, 2000. The Jury then proceeded to hear evidence and
deliberated on the punishment to be imposed as provided by NRS 175.552 and 175.554.
Thereafter, the trial jury returned with the sentence that the Defendant should be punished by
Death, and found that there were Three (3) aggravating circumstances connected with the
commission of said crime, to-wit:

1. The murder was committed by a person who knowingly created a great risk of death

to more than one person by means of a weapon, device or course of action which would normally
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be hazardous to the lives of more than one person;

2. The murder was committed upon one or more persons at random and without
apparent motive; and |

3. The Defendant has, in the immediate proceeding, been convicted of more than one
offense of murder in the first or second degree.

That on or about the 21st day of July, 2000, the Jury unanimously found, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that there were no mitigating circumstances sufficient to outweigh the
aggravating circumstance or circumstances, said verdict having been returned in the County of
Clark, State of Nevada. The Court at this time, having determined that no legal reason exists
against the execution of the Judgment.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the County Clerk of the County of Clark, State of
Nevada, shall forthwith, execute, in triplicate, under the Seal of the Court, certified copies of the
Warrant of Execution, the Judgment of Conviction, and of the entry thereof in the Minutes of
the Court. The original of the triplicate copies of the Judgment of Conviction, Warrant of
Execution, and entry thereof in the Minutes of the Court, shall be filed in the Office of the
County Clerk, and two of the triplicate copies shall be immediately delivered by the Clerk to the
Sheriff of Clark County, State of Nevada.

[T IS FURTHER ORDERED that one of the triplicate copies be delivered by the Sheriff
to the Director of the Department of Prisons or to such person as the Director shall designate.
The Sheriff is hereby directed to take charge of the said Defendant, ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD,
and transport and deliver the prisoner, forthwith, to the Director of the Department of Prisons
at the Nevada State Prison located at or near Carson City, State of Nevada, and said prisoner,
7 ANE MICHAEL FLOYD, is to be surrendered to the custody of the said Director of the
Department of Prisons or to such authorized person so designated by the Director of the
Department of Prisons, for the imprisonment and execution of the said Defendant, ZANE
MICHAEL FLOYD, in accordance with the provisions of this Warrant of Execution.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in connection with the above facts and pursuant to the
provisions of NRS 176.345, 176.355 and 176.357, the Director of the Department of Prisons,

-2- IAMVU\DEATH\FLOYD, WAR
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or such person as shall by him be designated, shall carry out said Judgment and Sentence by
executing the said ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD, by the administration to him, said Defendant,
ZANE MICHAEL FLOYD, an injection of a lethal drug, the drug or combination of drugs to
be used for the execution to be selected by the Director of the Department of Prisons after
consulting with the State Health Officer. Said execution to be within the limits of the State
Prison, located at or near Carson City, State of Nevada, during the week commencing on the
13th day of November, 2000, in the presence of the Director of the Department of Prisons, and
notify those members of the immediate family of the victim who have, pursuant to NRS 176.357,
requested to be informed of the time, date and place scheduled for the execution, and invite a
competent physician, the county coroner, a psychiatrist and not less than six reputable citizens
over the age of 21 years to be present at the execution. The director shall determine the
maximum number of persons who may be present for the execution. The director shall give
preference to those eligible members or representatives of the immediate family of the victim
who requested, pursuant to NRS 176.357, to attend the execution.. The execution must take
place at the state prison and a person who has not been invited by the director may not witness

the execution.

DATED this 5‘,5 day of: 22000.
AN,

DISTRICT judGgy v =~ V'V

msf
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LAS VEGAS SUN

Corrections Department might lease out
Jean prison

By Cy Ryan
Friday, March 13, 2009 | 5:45 p.m.

CARSON CITY — The state Corrections Department will open bids April 6 to see how much money the state could
make by leasing out the Southern Nevada Correctional Center in Jean.

The state has been talking with the federal Immigration, Customs and Enforcement Agency about entering into a
lease for the prison, and Alaska is interested in the prison too because it is looking for a place to send some of its
inmates.

Cornell Companies of Houston, Texas, and GEO Group Inc., of Boca Raton, Fla., went so far as to tour the 600-
bed prison, Corrections Director Howard Skolnik told a legislative committee Friday.

Cornell has a contract signed in May 2007 with Arizona to house 2,000 inmates at a prison in Hinton, Okla. GEO
Group operates 59,000 detention beds in North America.

Assemblywoman Kathy McClain, D-Las Vegas, said she is "not thrilled" about the prospect of another state or the
federal government sending its "worst of the worst" to the prison.

Skolnik told the committee there must be oversight of these operations.

Sen. Bob Coffin, D-Las Vegas, suggested looking into taking the 230 federal inmates from Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba. Most, if not all, of those prisoners are alleged terrorists or enemies of the United States. But Coffin said, "I
would not be afraid of them."

Skolnik was reluctant to take them. "We would have to get $100 per prisoner per bed" each day. And he didn't want
to mix these types of prisoners with other inmates.

Coffin persisted and said, "Why overlook the possibility?"

The Southern Nevada Correctional opened in January 1978. It was closed in September 2000 for renovation when
High Desert State Prison was opened. It was reopened but was closed last July. Prison officials say Southern Desert
Correctional Center was the first major state prison in Clark County.

Gov. Jim Gibbons' budget also calls for closure of the Nevada State Prison in Carson City and the Tonopah
Conservation Camp.
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Since 1860, one woman and 74
men have been executed for
committing murder in Nevada.
The first legal executions

were carried out by hanging,
in the county where the
murder occurred. After 1903,
10 murderers were sent to the
gallows at the state prison

in Carson City. The method

of execution has evolved as
the legislature sought more
humane ways to put murderers
to death. On rare occasions,
when more than one killer was
found guilty, they were both
executed at the same time.
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ONLY WOMAN
EXECUTED
IN NEVADA

The husband and wife !
team of Josiah (age 44) and
Elizabeth (age 40) Potts was
hanged for the murder of Miles °
Faucett in Carlin, Elko County. ’
In a carefully calculated plan,
Elizabeth, who was already
married to Josiah, married
Faucett in California in March
1887. When her first marriage
was discovered, Elizabeth
fled back to Josiah. Obsessed,
Faucett followed her and
lived in the Potts’ barn for
a few months.

Sometime after January 1, 1888, after signing
all his property over to the Josiah, Faucett
mysteriously disappeared. In September, the Potts
sold their house and moved to Wyoming.

When the new owners found human bones in
the cellar, the Elko County sheriff charged the Potts
with Faucett’s murder. Josiah’s story was that, once
confronted about his alleged attempt to molest
the Potts’ daughter, Faucett killed himself. Alone,
Josiah dragged the body to the cellar, set it on fire
and later cut the body up.

The jury did not buy the story and the couple
was sentenced to hang. Troubled by imposing a
death sentence on a woman, District Court Judge
Rensselaer Biglow unsuccessfully argued on appeal
that both sentences should be commuted because
she was the guiltier of the two.

Witnesses watched as the murderers walked up
the 13 steps to the gallows platform in the Elko
County jail yard. The couple sat quietly while the
guards bound their hands with leather straps. Their
shoes were removed, ropes slipped around their
necks and black hoods placed over their heads.

]
.

in crime.

—

el

At 10:47 a.m. on A
June 20, 1890, the ’
trap doors dropped.
Elizabeth died i
minutes before 4
Josiah, becoming
the only woman
executed in
Nevada history.

The only woman executed in Nevada, N
convicted murderer Elizabeth Potts
died with her husband and partner

LARGEST NUMBER OF MURDERERS 4
EXECUTED TOGETHER 3

Four train robbers were hanged at the state
penitentiary for the murder of Jack Welsh on a freight
train moving through Humboldt County. The murderers
included ex-cons and repeat offenders T. F. Gorman and
John Sevener, 20-year-old Albert Lindeman, aka Frank Y
William, and 17-year-old Fred Roberts.

They took $1.25 from Welsh and then tried to push
him off the train. Clinging to the side ladder, Welsh
pled for his life. Sevener beat Welch with a revolver,
kicked him in the face and stomped on his hands.
When Roberts riddled Welsh with bullets, Welsh fell
off the train. Incredibly, the next morning, Welsh
was discovered alongside the tracks and taken to the
Winnemucca hospital, where he lived long enough to
describe the crime and to identify his assailants.

Sevener, Gorman and Roberts were tried twice
before they were convicted and sentenced to death.
Lindeman was tried separately and convicted. Ironicall
before the trial, a lynch mob gathered outside the jail. ,
planning to string Lindeman up. The sheriff spirited.

<l

him to the state prison for safekeeping. Lindemas

continued @ page 8
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Sketch of the “shooting
gallery of steel,” an
automated firing squad
machine used only once.

8 | Nevada Lawyer June 2010

received a death sentence and the four were hanged in the second
execution at the state prison on November 17, 1905. (The first inmate
hanged at the prison was John Hancock on September 5, 1905.)

ONLY MURDERER EXECUTED
BY THE FIRING SQUAD

After January 1, 1912, the legislature allowed the condemned to
choose between the gallows or firing squad. Two murderers selected
death by shooting, but only one was executed; the other’s sentence
was commuted.

On May 14, 1913, Serbian Andrija Mircovich was executed for the
stabbing death of John Gregovich at the Tonopah & Goldfield Railway
depot. Mircovich believed that Gregovich cheated him when handling
the distribution of Andrija’s cousin Chris Mircovich’s estate. A recent
arrival to the country, 33-year-old Andrija spoke little English and
had little understanding of the probate system in Nevada.

Mircovich preferred the firing squad to the noose, claiming it
would be quicker. Warden George Cowing tried to talk Mircovich

y out of the firing squad but failed. This
prompted Cowing to order a 1,000-
pound execution machine or “shooting
gallery of steel.” The equipment
included a steel cage with three
Maxim silencers and three Model
1899 .30-.30 Savage rifles. After the
machine arrived at the prison, Cowing
wanted nothing more to do with

the execution and resigned. Denver

Dickerson, a former Lieutenant

Governor and warden, was appointed

warden.
The three guards, selected
by drawing names out of a hat,
entered the firing chamber and
then 12 witnesses were admitted to
a roped-off area in the yard.

At about 11:30 a.m., guards
marched Mircovich to the yard,
where he was strapped to the
chair bolted to a platform. He

- refused a black cap or blindfold,
stating he wanted to see. Prison Doctor

McLean pinned a heart-shaped target on his chest.
Mircovich kept his head up high as instructed.

The guns were secured on stationary stands inside the firing
chamber shed. Two rifles were loaded with soft-nosed ball cartridges
and one gun was loaded with a blank. All the distances had been
carefully measured and tested for accuracy. Each guard checked the
aim on the rifle to be sighted on the defendant’s heart.

The command to fire was given and the bullets met their mark.
Doctor McLean declared the death instantaneous. The autopsy showed
the two balls within 2/3 inches of each other in Mircovich’s heart.

The design of the shooting cage prevented the witnesses from
knowing who fired the fatal shots and the guards from seeing
Mircovich die. The cage was never used again. Mircovich was the
last murderer to be executed at the prison - until the gas chamber
was installed.

continued on page 10
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ONLY DUAL HANGING AT THE STATE PRISON

Shoshone “Indian Johnny” (last name never recorded)
and Joe Ibapah, a member of the Goshute tribe, were
executed together at the prison for the murder of Fred
Foreman in Montello, Elko County in December 1905.
After drinking Jamaican Ginger (a patent medicine
containing 70-80 percent alcohol) all day, the pair saw a
light in a railroad tie house near the railroad tracks.

They discovered Fred Foreman, a white man, sleeping
in there and demanded he buy them some more liquor.

He said he could not because he had only one leg and
walked with a crutch. Ibapah testified that Johnny gave
him a knife and said, “I’'ll hold his hands and you cut his
throat.” Ibapah said he killed Foreman by cutting his
throat from ear to ear. After the brutal killing, they jabbed
out Forman’s left eye and broke his right arm, then rolled
his body into the fire and piled ties on top of him. At trial,
Antelope Jack, Chief of the Goshute tribe, testified that
Ibapah was a good boy, until his father gave him liquor
when he was 12, and added that Ibapah killed his father
because he had cut and hurt his mother many times.

Sentenced to death, they went to the gallows at the o

state prison around noon on December 3, 1908. . i
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ﬁevada’s first gas chamber.

PIRST EXCCUTION IN A GAS
CHAMBER IN THE COUNTRY

In March 1921, the Nevada .
Legislature sought again to provtx‘ e
a more humane method otj execu lor‘lt’
garnering national attention wt_len i .
became the first state to use po1sonoun
gas to execute a murderer. Three rn;
were set for execution on Februaryh s ihor
1924. Gee Jon was executed, but t : 3
defendants’ sentences were commuted.

Warden Denver Dickerson .alsc? o
presided over this first execution mG e
gas chamber. Twenty-nine—year-old ee
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Jon, a member of the famous Hop Sing
Tong in San Francisco, was convicted
of killing Tom Quong Kee in his Mina
cabin in a “tong” war. Allegedly, Kee
was a member of a rival tong. Hughie
Sing and Jon hired Reno cabby George
Pappas to drive them to Mina. The men
sent Pappas to buy some beer while they
walked to Kee’s cabin and murdered
him. At trial, Sing testified they went to
Mina to kill Kee and Jon fired the two
shots that killed him.

Using prison labor, the state
constructed a squat, stone building
lined with steel in the center of the yard.
Observers watched through a window,
standing behind a black line painted on
the floor of the yard. Jon‘s thighs were
strapped to the plain, unpainted pine
chair with his arms linked to the thigh
straps. Hydrocyanic (HCN) gas, smelling
like almonds, was sprayed into the 10-
by-12-foot room; Jon’s movements ceased
within six minutes.

Although Hughie Sing was also
sentenced to die in the gas chamber for
Kee’s murder, his sentence was commuted.

In the 1930s, the state built a new
“gas house.” The chamber was described
as having white walls and large windows
for observation like a finely built surgery
suite — almost cheery.

ONLY DUAL EXECUTION IN
THE GAS CHAMBER

On July 15, 1954, the only
dual execution in the gas
chamber took place.

Ex-cons Frank Pedrini (age 47) and
Leroy Linden (age 35) murdered
Clarence Dodd. He picked them up
hitchhiking in Winnemuca on Highway
40 (now Interstate 80). A carpenter, Dodd
was returning home to California after
visiting his mother. They forced Dodd off
the highway near Mustang, holding him
at gunpoint on the Truckee riverbank.

Linden’s story was that he went to
buy beer in the Mustang Station and
came back to find Pedrini and Dodd on
the ground. They told Dodd they were
going to tie him up, leave him and drive
his car to Reno. Linden claimed he
walked away from them to watch the
highway. Pedrini asked Dodd if he had
any rope, and Dodd apparently said, “Yes,
in the trunk.” Dodd retrieved a length of
binder twine. Linden claimed he heard

continued on page 12
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The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the
Access to Justice Commission extend a special thanks to
the following attorneys who generously accepted cases
in March 2010 through the Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada, Washoe Legal Services, Nevada Legal Services and

Volunteer Attorneys for Rural Nevadans.

Adriana Rincon
Alicia Johnson
Allison Joffee

Amy B. Honodel
Aneta Mackovski
Arlene Casillas
Barbara Torvinen
Brenoch Writhlin
Carol Kline

Cheryl C. Bradford
Christopher D. Carr
Courtney L. Dolan
Cuthbert Mack
Damon K. Diaz
Dan Bonneville
Dan R. Waite
Daniel Young
Darcy Houghton
David Mincin
Dawn R. Throne
Denise A. Pifer
Denise Bradshaw
Dorothy Nash-Holmes
Elizabeth Zagajeski
Elyse Tyrell

Erika Pike Turner
Gregory S. Mills
Guinness |. Ohazuruike
Ismael D. Santellan
James Hales
James J. Jimmerson
James Kalicki
Jeff Geen
Jennifer H.W. Tsai
Jennifer Lewkowski
Jessica Prunty
John Bartlett
Kathleen Ja Sook
Berquist
Katie L. Fellows
Kenneth Jordan
Kristine Brewer
Laura Deeter
Lawrence Winking
Lisa McClane
Lisa S. Mathis
Mario Fenu
Marjorie A. Guymon
Marta Presti
Marvin L.P. Simeon

Micah S. Echols
Michael J. Harker
Michael Terry
Michelle Darquea
Muriel Skelly
Nancy Momcilovic
Paola Armeni
Patricia A. Palm
Paul Edwards

Paul H. Schofield
Paul R. Kirst
Preston P. Rezaee
Rebecca Burton
Shauna M. Hughes
Shiv K. Kapoor
Stephanie B. MacKeen
Susan M. Sakio
Susan Trautman
Susan Williams Scann
Thomas H. Fell
Timothy S. Cory
Travis Gerber
Trevor Gross
William J. Urtis

ASK-A-LAWYER, CLINICS, AND
OTHER BRIEF SERVICES

Beverly Salhanick
Bill Kapalka
Brian Blackham
Bryce Earl

Carol Kingman
Chris Carr
Christian Hale
Clarke Walton
Cuthbert Mack
David Mann
Dawn Throne
Debbie Bensch
Derek Jamison
Ed Chanskey

Gabrielle Jones
Gene Kaufmann
Jennifer Peterson
John Krieger
Kari Molnar
Kimberly Cooper
Lindsay Stadtlander
Marilee Ryan
Mario Fenu
Mariteresa Rivera-
Rogers
Michael Bohn
Michael Nue

Nadia Jurani
Nadia von Magdenko
Nedda Ghandi
Nik Nicki

Nikki Dupree
Rhonda Forsberg
Richard Crane
Robert Blau
Sheryl Hatcher
Soraya Veiga
Susan Noyce
Tera Hodge
Trina Dahlin

BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or
sessions conducted within the month.
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
NEVADA STYLE

continued from page 11

a shot and ran to where the men were. Pedrini said he did it
because Dodd had seen his tattoo on his hand and would be able
to identify him.

Pedrini’s story differed from Linden’s. He claimed they both
tugged on the 30-inch piece of binder twine to strangle Dodd.
Then, they covered the body with rocks. Hunters found Dodd’s
garroted body in December.

In January 1954, Linden confessed, implicating Pedrini.
The killers had extensive criminal records and allegedly met as
cellmates in the Folsom State Prison in California. While Pedrini
does not fit the description of a serial killer, he had served time
for two previous murders.

Washoe County District Attorney Jack Streeter and his
deputy Dyer Jensen prosecuted the murderers, while Bruce
Thompson and Leslie Gray defended them at trial. The jury
found the men guilty and sentenced them to death.

Pedrini got his last wish: he wanted to die with Linden
and insisted they be executed together. They entered the gas
chamber two minutes apart and were strapped in the metal

chairs at 6:05 a.m. After the door was closed, the HCN gas
was released at 6:10 a.m. Linden’s heart stopped by 6:18 a.m.

Pedrini’s heart stopped by 6:19 a.m. ®

CONCLUSION

In Nevada’s fir.
executions St 43 years (1860 ¢, 1903), 30

ere carried oyt by ha,ng'lng-. Then, the

state executeq
One
From 1924 througn 1gmp <" U510 & firing squag

administereq,
uscles and ceage
ide to cause a

first to sedate, then ¢

b
d::::;i:i ::ldtﬁnauy Potassium chlor
have peos ta tack. From 1985 to 200¢ 12
“voluntarul;f’ to death by injection all l;ut ne T
> Ineaning the : Ny
did (I)JOt Oppose their executsl'od:: ppod their “ppeals ana
f the 80 men currently on :

Wilson has he
en th,
Sentenced for °re the longest, since 1979. He wag

In the last 10 € Reno Police Officer Jimmy Hogr,

O paralyze the m

Dumber of eéxecutions in Nevada is 75

PATTY CAFFERATA is the former district attorney of Lincoln, Lander and
Esmeralda counties. She wishes to thank the Nevada State Prison official who
answered numerous questions on the statistics regarding capital punishment
and Nevada Archivist Il Chris Driggs for finding prison records and related

documents.
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Senate Committee on Finance
May 29, 2015
Page 18

Commission are not sufficient, as the Commission becomes a self-sufficient
entity.

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

B&l - Athletic Commission — Budget Page B & I-190 (Volume Il)
Budget Account 101-3952

Section 22 provides that if A.B. 469 does not become effective, any reference
to the Office of Finance in the Office of Governor, created by this bill, shall be
deemed to refer to the Budget Division of the Department of Administration.

ASSEMBLY BILL 469 (1st Reprint): Creating the Office of Finance in the Office
of the Governor. (BDR 18-1180)

Section 23 provides that the provision for the DMV commissions in section 20,
and this section, become effective upon passage and approval and all other
sections would become effective on July 1, 2015.

Senator Goicoechea:
Are there only two entities, Carson City and Storey County, which utilize the
State Office of the Public Defender?

Mr. Krmpotic:

That is correct. During the Legislative Session, a subsequent hearing was held
on the Office of the Public Defender; Eureka and White Pine Counties withdrew
their requests for those services.

Fiscal staff will now present BDR S-1289, the Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) bill.

BILL DRAFT REQUEST S-1289: Authorizes and provides funding for certain
projects of capital improvement. (Later introduced as
Assembly Bill 491.)

Brody Leiser (Program Analyst):
The money committees closed the CIP budgets on May 20. The Program
included 69 projects at a total cost of $215.3 million. It included 9 construction
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Senate Committee on Finance
May 29, 2015
Page 19

projects, 45 maintenance projects, 3 planning projects and 12 statewide
programs projects.

The BDR implements the 2015 CIP. | will briefly explain the sections of the
BDR. A number of the projects have multiple funding sources, and as such, will
be listed in multiple sections of the bill.

Section 1 of BDR S-1289 makes an appropriation of $6.4 million from the
General Fund to support a portion of the funding in the 2015 CIP for the
projects listed in that section.

Section 2 limits the authority for expen