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No. A–19–789336–W, Clark 
County District Court, Nevada 
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Defendant’s (Pro Se) Request to 
Strike Petition, Johnson v. 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
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Support of Petition for 
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02/13/2019 26 6373–6441 
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153154, District Court, 
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22, 2011) 
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33. Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law, State 
v. Johnson, Case No. 
153154, District Court, 
Clark County (Mar. 17, 
2014) 

02/13/2019 28 6786–6793 

34. Petition for Writ of Habeas 
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Case No. 153154, District 
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8, 2014) 

02/13/2019 28 6794–6808 
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35. Response to Second 

Petition for Writ of Habeas 
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2014) 

02/13/2019 28 6809–6814 
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Second Petition for Habeas 
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2015) 

02/13/2019 28 6815–6821 

37. Appellant’s Opening Brief, 
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Jan. 9, 2015 
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38. Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law), State 
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02/13/2019 28 6974–6979 

40. Appellant’s Reply Brief, 
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Nov. 18, 2015 

02/13/2019 28–29 6980–7078 

45. Autopsy Report for Peter 
Talamantez (Aug. 15, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 29 7079–7091 

46. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Voluntary 
Statement of Ace Rayburn 
Hart_Redacted (Aug. 17, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 29 7092–7121 

47. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept., Voluntary 
Statement of Brian 

02/13/2019 29 7122–7138 
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Johnson_Redacted (Aug. 
17, 1998) 

48. Indictment, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
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Case No. C153154 (Sep. 2, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 29 7139–7149 

49. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept., Voluntary 
Statement of Terrell 
Young_Redacted (Sep. 2, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 29 7150–7205 

50. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept., Voluntary 
Statement of Charla 
Severs _Redacted (Sep. 3, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 29 7206–7239 

51. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept., Voluntary 
Statement of Sikia 
Smith_Redacted (Sep. 8, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 29–30 7240–7269 

52. Superseding Indictment, 
State v. Johnson, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153154 
(Sep. 15, 1998) 

02/13/2019 30 7270–7284 

53. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept., Voluntary 
Statement of Todd 
Armstrong_Redacted (Sep. 
17, 1998) 

02/13/2019 30 7285–7338 

54. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept., Voluntary 
Statement of Ace 
Hart_Redacted (Sep. 22, 
1998) 
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98FM (Jan. 21, 1999) 

02/13/2019 30–31 7359–7544 

56. Trial Transcript (Volume 
VIII), State v. Smith, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153624 (June 17, 1999) 

02/13/2019 31 7545–7675 

57. Trial Transcript (Volume 
XVI-AM), State v. Smith, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
153624 (June 24, 1999) 

02/13/2019 31–32 7676–7824 

58. Motion to Permit DNA 
Testing of Cigarette Butt 
(Aug. 17, 1998) 

02/13/2019 32 7825–7835 

59. Trial Transcript (Volume 
VI), State v. Young, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada, Case No. 
C153154 (Sep. 7, 1999) 

02/13/2019 32 7836–7958 

60. Interview of Charla Severs 
(Sep. 27, 1999) 

02/13/2019 32 7959–7980 

61. Motion to Videotape 
Deposition of Charla 
Severs, State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (Sep. 29, 1999) 

02/13/2019 32–33 7981–8004 

62. Opposition to Videotape 
Deposition of Charla 
Severs, State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 

02/13/2019 33 8005–8050 
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County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (Oct. 6, 1999) 

63. Transcript of Video 
Deposition of Charla 
Severs (Filed Under Seal), 
State v. Johnson, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153154 
(Oct. 6, 1999)  

02/13/2019 
SEALED 

33 8051–8160 

64. Cellmark Report of 
Laboratory Examination 
(Nov. 17, 1999) 

02/13/2019 33 8161–8165 

65. Motion for Change of 
Venue, State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (Nov. 29, 1999) 

02/13/2019 33 8166–8291 

66. Records from the 
California Youth 
Authority_Redacted 

02/13/2019 33–34 8292–8429 

67. Jury Instructions (Guilt 
Phase), State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (June 8, 2000) 

02/13/2019 34 
 

8430–8496 

68. Verdict Forms (Guilt 
Phase), State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (June 9, 2000) 

02/13/2019 34 8497–8503 

69. Special Verdict, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (June 
15, 2000) 

02/13/2019 34 8504–8506 

70. Affidavit of Kristina 
Wildeveld (June 23, 2000) 

02/13/2019 34 8507–8509 
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71. Amended Notice of 

Evidence Supporting 
Aggravating 
Circumstances, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 
(Mar. 17, 2004) 

02/13/2019 34 8510–8518 

72. Second Amended Notice of 
Evidence Supporting 
Aggravating 
Circumstances, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (Apr. 6, 
2004) 

02/13/2019 34 8519–8527 

73. Opposition to Second 
Amended Notice of 
Evidence Supporting 
Aggravating 
Circumstances, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (Apr. 
20, 2004) 

02/13/2019 34 8528–8592 

74. Reply to Opposition to 
Notice of Evidence 
Supporting Aggravating 
Circumstances, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (Apr. 
26, 2004) 

02/13/2019 34–35 8593–8621 

75. Jury Instructions (Penalty 
Phase 3), State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 

02/13/2019 35 8622–8639 
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C153154 (Apr. 28, 2005) 

76. Petition for rehearing, 
Johnson v. State, Nevada 
Supreme Court, Case No. 
45456 (Mar. 27, 2007) 

02/13/2019 35 8640–8652 

77. John L. Smith, Mabey 
takes heat for attending 
his patients instead of the 
inauguration, Las Vegas 
Review-Journal (Jan. 5, 
2007) 

02/13/2019 35 8653–8656 

78. Sam Skolnik, Judge out of 
order, ethics claims say, 
Las Vegas Sun (Apr. 27, 
2007) 

02/13/2019 35 8657–8660 

79. EM 110 - Execution 
Procedure_Redacted (Nov. 
7, 2017) 

02/13/2019 35 8661–8667 

80. Nevada v. Baldonado, 
Justice Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
04FH2573X (Mar. 30, 
2004) 

02/13/2019 35 8668–8698 

81. Birth Certificate John 
White Jr_Redacted 

02/13/2019 35 8699–8700 

82. Declaration of Eloise Kline 
(Nov. 19, 2016) 

02/13/2019 35 8701–8704 

83. Jury Questionnaire 
2000_Barbara 
Fuller_Redacted (May 24, 
2000) 

02/13/2019 35 8705–8727 

84. Media Jury Questionnaire 
2000 

02/13/2019 35–36 8728–8900 

85. Media Jury Questionnaire 
2005 

02/13/2019 36 8901–9025 

86. News Articles 02/13/2019 36–37 9026–9296 
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94. State’s Exhibit 74 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9318–9320 
95. State’s Exhibit 75 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9321–9323 
96. State’s Exhibit 76 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9324–9326 
97. State’s Exhibit 79 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9327–9329 
98. State’s Exhibit 80 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9330–9332 
99. State’s Exhibit 81 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9333–9335 
100. State’s Exhibit 82 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9336–9338 
101. State’s Exhibit 86 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9339–9341 
102. State’s Exhibit 89 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9342–9344 
103. State’s Exhibit 92 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9345–9347 
104. State’s Exhibit 113 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9348–9350 
105. State’s Exhibit 116 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9351–9353 
106. State’s Exhibit 120 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9354–9356 
107. State’s Exhibit 125 – Photo 02/13/2019 37 9357–9359 
108. State’s Exhibit 130 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9360–9362 
109. State’s Exhibit 134 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9363–9365 
110.  State’s Exhibit 137 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9366–9368 
111. State’s Exhibit 145 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9369–9371 
112. State’s Exhibit 146 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9372–9374 
113. State’s Exhibit 148 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9375–9377 
114. State’s Exhibit 151 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9378–9380 
115. State’s Exhibit 180 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9381–9384 
116. State’s Exhibit 181 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9385–9388 
117. State’s Exhibit 216 - 

Probation Officer’s Report - 
Juvenile_Redacted 

02/13/2019 38 9389–9403 

118. State’s Exhibit 217 - 
Probation Officer’s 
Report_Redacted 

02/13/2019 38 9404–9420 
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119. State’s Exhibit 221 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9421–9423 
120. State’s Exhibit 222 – Photo 02/13/2019 38 9424–9426 
121. State’s Exhibit 256 02/13/2019 38 9427–9490 
122. Las Vegas Metropolitan 

Police Dept. Crime Scene 
Report (Aug. 14, 1998) 

02/13/2019 38 9491–9499 

123. VCR at Terra Linda 02/13/2019 38 9500–9501 
124. VCR Remote Control 

Buying Guide 
02/13/2019 38 9502–9505 

125. Jury Instructions (Penalty 
Phase 3), State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (May 4, 2005) 

02/13/2019 38 9506–9519 

126. Motion to Bifurcate 
Penalty Phase, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (Apr. 
27, 2004) 

02/13/2019 38 9520–9525 

127. Motion to Reconsider 
Request to Bifurcate 
Penalty Phase, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (Apr. 
11, 2005) 

02/13/2019 38 9526–9532 

128. Special Verdicts (Penalty 
Phase 3), State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154 (Apr. 28, 2005) 

02/13/2019 38 9533–9544 

129. Verdict (Penalty Phase 3), 
State v. Johnson, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153154 
(May 5, 2005) 

02/13/2019 38 9545–9549 
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130. Declaration of Arthur Cain 

(Oct. 29, 2018) 
02/13/2019 38 9550–9552 

131. Declaration of Deborah 
White (Oct. 27, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9553–9555 

132. Declaration of Douglas 
McGhee (Oct. 28, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9556–9558 

133. Declaration of Elizabeth 
Blanding (Oct. 29, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9559–9560 

134. Declaration of Jesse 
Drumgole (Oct. 27, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9561–9562 

135. Declaration of Johnnisha 
Zamora (Oct. 28, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9563–9566 

136. Declaration of Johnny 
White (Oct. 26, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9567–9570 

137. Declaration of Keonna 
Bryant (Oct. 30, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9571–9573 

138. Declaration of Lolita 
Edwards (Oct. 30, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9574–9576 

139. Declaration of Loma White 
(Oct. 31, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9577–9579 

140. Declaration of Moises 
Zamora (Oct. 28, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9580–9582 

141. Declaration of Vonjelique 
Johnson (Oct. 28, 2018) 

02/13/2019 38 9583–9585 

142. Los Angeles Dept. of Child 
& Family 
Services_Redacted 

02/13/2019 38–39 9586–9831 

143. Psychological Evaluation of 
Donte Johnson by Myla H. 
Young, Ph.D. (June 6, 
2000) 

02/13/2019 39 9832–9841 

144. Psychological Evaluation of 
Eunice Cain (Apr. 25, 
1988) 

02/13/2019 39 9842–9845 
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145. Psychological Evaluation of 

John White by Harold 
Kates (Dec. 28, 1993) 

02/13/2019 39–40 9846–9862 

146. Student Report for John 
White 

02/13/2019 40 9863–9867 

147. School Records for 
Eunnisha White_Redated 

02/13/2019 40 9868–9872 

148.  High School Transcript for 
John White_Redacted 

02/13/2019 40 9873–9874 

149. School Record for John 
White_Redacted 

02/13/2019 40 9875–9878 

150. Certified Copy SSA 
Records_Eunice 
Cain_Redacted 

02/13/2019 40 9879–9957 

151. Declaration of Robin Pierce 
(Dec. 16, 2018) 

02/13/2019 40 9958–9961 

152. California Department of 
Corrections 
Records_Redacted (Apr. 25, 
2000) 

02/13/2019 40 
  

9962–10060 

153. Letter from Maxine Miller 
to Lisa Calandro re 
forensic lab report (Apr. 
13, 1999) 

02/13/2019 40 10061–10077 

154. Letter from Lisa Calandro 
Forensic Analytical to 
Maxine Miller (Apr. 20, 
1994) 

02/13/2019 40 10078–10080 

155. Memorandum re call with 
Richard Good (Apr. 29, 
1999) 

02/13/2019 40 10081–10082 

156. Letter from Maxine Miller 
to Berch Henry at Metro 
DNA Lab (May 7, 1999) 

02/13/2019 40 10083–10086 

157. Letter from Maxine Miller 
to Richard Good (May 10, 
1999) 

02/13/2019 40 10087–10092 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
158. Letter from Maxine Miller 

to Tom Wahl (May 26, 
1999) 

02/13/2019 40 10093–10098 

159. Stipulation and Order, 
State v. Johnson, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153154 
(June 8, 1999) 

02/13/2019 40 10099–10101 

160. Stipulation and Order, 
State v. Johnson, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153154, 
(June 14, 1999) 

02/13/2019 40 
 

10102–10105 

161. Letter from Maxine Miller 
to Larry Simms (July 12, 
1999) 

02/13/2019 40–41 10106–10110 
 

162. Stipulation and Order, 
State v. Johnson, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153154 
(Dec. 22, 1999) 

02/13/2019 41 10111–10113 

163. Letter from Maxine Miller 
to Nadine LNU re bullet 
fragments (Mar. 20, 2000) 

02/13/2019 41 10114–10118 

164. Memorandum (Dec. 10, 
1999) 

02/13/2019 41 10119–10121 

165. Forensic Analytical 
Bloodstain Pattern 
Interpretation (June 1, 
2000) 

02/13/2019 41 10122–10136 

166. Trial Transcript (Volume 
III), State v. Young, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada, Case No. 
C153461 (Sep. 7, 1999) 

02/13/2019 41 10137–10215 

167. Trial Transcript (Volume 
VII), State v. Young, 

02/13/2019 41 10216–10332 
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District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada, Case No. 
C153461 (Sep. 13, 1999) 

168. National Research Council, 
Strengthening Forensic 
Science in the United 
States: A Path Forward, 
Washington, D.C.: The 
National Academies Press 
(2009) 

02/13/2019 41 10333–10340 

169. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Forensic Lab 
Report of Examination 
(Sep. 26, 1998) 

02/13/2019 41 
  

10341–10343 

170. Todd Armstrong juvenile 
records_Redacted 

02/13/2019 41–42 10344–10366 

171. Handwritten notes on 
Pants 

02/13/2019 42 10367–10368 

172. Declaration of Cassondrus 
Ragsdale (Dec. 16, 2018) 

02/13/2019 42 10369–10371 

173. Report of Dr. Kate 
Glywasky (Dec. 19, 2018) 

02/13/2019 42 10372–10375 

174. Curriculum Vitae of Dr. 
Kate Glywasky 

02/13/2019 42 10376–10384 

175. Report of Deborah Davis, 
Ph.D. (Dec. 18, 2018) 

02/13/2019 42 10385–10435 

176. Curriculum Vitae of 
Deborah Davis, Ph.D. 

02/13/2019 42 10436–10462 

177. Report of T. Paulette 
Sutton, Associate 
Professor, Clinical 
Laboratory Sciences (Dec. 
18, 2018) 

02/13/2019 42 10463–10472 

178. Curriculum Vitae of T. 
Paulette Sutton 

02/13/2019 42 10473–10486 
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179. Report of Matthew Marvin, 

Certified Latent Print 
Examiner (Dec. 18, 2018) 

02/13/2019 42 10487–10494 

180. Curriculum Vitae of 
Matthew Marvin 

02/13/2019 42 10495–10501 

181. Trial Transcript (Volume 
V), State v. Smith, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada Case No. C153624 
(June 16, 1999) 

02/13/2019 42–43 
 
 

10502–10614 

182. Trial Transcript (Volume 
VI), State v. Smith, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153624 (June 16, 1999) 

02/13/2019 43 10615–10785 

183. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Interview of 
Tod Armstrong_Redacted 
(Aug. 17, 1998) 

02/13/2019 43 10786–10820 

184. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Interview of 
Tod Armstrong _Redacted 
(Aug. 18, 1998) 

02/13/2019 43 10821–10839 

185. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Interview of 
Charla Severs_Redacted 
(Aug. 18, 1998) 

02/13/2019 43–44 10840–10863 

186. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Interview of 
Sikia Smith_Redacted 
(Aug. 17, 1998) 

02/13/2019 44 10864–10882 

187. Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Dept. Interview of 
Terrell Young_Redacted 
(Sep. 2, 1998) 

02/13/2019 44 10883–10911 

188. Declaration of Ashley 
Warren (Dec. 17, 2018) 

02/13/2019 44 10912–10915 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
189. Declaration of John Young 

(Dec. 10, 2018) 
02/13/2019 44 10916–10918 

190. Brief of Plaintiffs-
Appellants, Abdur’rahman 
v. Parker, Tennessee 
Supreme Court, Nashville 
Division, Case No. M2018-
10385-SC-RDO-CV 

02/13/2019 44–45 10919–11321 

191. Sandoz’ Inc.’s Motion for 
Leave Pursuant to NRAP 
29 to Participate as Amicus 
Curiae in Support of Real 
Parties in Interest, Nevada 
v. The Eighth Judicial 
Disrict Court of the State 
of Nevada, Nevada 
Supreme Court, Case No. 
76485 

02/13/2019 45 11322–11329 

192. Notice of Entry of Order, 
Dozier v. State of Nevada, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada, Case No. 
05C215039 

02/13/2019 45 11330–11350 

193. Declaration of Cassondrus 
Ragsdale (2018.12.18) 

02/13/2019 45 11351–11353 

194. Affidavit of David B. 
Waisel, State of Nevada, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Case No. 
05C215039 (Oct. 4, 2018) 

02/13/2019 45–46 
  

11354–11371 

195. Declaration of Hans 
Weding (Dec. 18, 2018) 

02/13/2019 46 11372–11375 

196. Trial Transcript (Volume 
IX), State v. Smith, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153624 (June 18, 1999) 

02/13/2019 46 11376–11505 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
197. Voluntary Statement of 

Luis Cabrera (August 14, 
1998) 

02/13/2019 46 11506–11507 

198. Voluntary Statement of 
Jeff Bates 
(handwritten)_Redacted 
(Aug. 14, 1998) 

02/13/2019 46 11508–11510 

199. Voluntary Statement of 
Jeff Bates_Redacted (Aug. 
14, 1998) 

02/13/2019 46 
 

11511–11517 

200. Presentence Investigation 
Report, State’s Exhibit 
236, State v. Young, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153461_Redacted (Sep. 
15, 1999) 

02/13/2019 46 11518–11531 

201. Presentence Investigation 
Report, State’s Exhibit 
184, State v. Smith, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153624_Redacted (Sep. 
18, 1998) 

02/13/2019 46 11532–11540 

202. School Record of Sikia 
Smith, Defendant’s Exhibit 
J, State v. Smith, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada (Case No. 
C153624) 

02/13/2019 46 11541–11542 

203. School Record of Sikia 
Smith, Defendant’s Exhibit 
K, State v. Smith, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada (Case No. 
C153624) 

02/13/2019 46 11543–11544 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
204. School Record of Sikia 

Smith, Defendant’s Exhibit 
L, State v. Smith, District 
Court, Clark County, 
Nevada (Case No. 
C153624) 

02/13/2019 46 11545–11546 

205. Competency Evaluation of 
Terrell Young by Greg 
Harder, Psy.D., Court’s 
Exhibit 2, State v. Young, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153461 (May 3, 2006) 

02/13/2019 46 11547–11550 

206. Competency Evaluation of 
Terrell Young by C. Philip 
Colosimo, Ph.D., Court’s 
Exhibit 3, State v. Young, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153461 (May 3, 2006) 

02/13/2019 46 11551–11555 

207. Motion and Notice of 
Motion in Limine to 
Preclude Evidence of Other 
Guns Weapons and 
Ammunition Not Used in 
the Crime, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 (Oct. 19, 
1999) 

02/13/2019 46 11556–11570 

208. Declaration of Cassondrus 
Ragsdale (Dec. 19, 2018) 

02/13/2019 46 11571–11575 

209. Post –Evidentiary Hearing 
Supplemental Points and 
Authorities, Exhibit A: 
Affidavit of Theresa 
Knight, State v. Johnson, 

02/13/2019 46 11576–11577 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154, June 5, 2005 

210. Post –Evidentiary Hearing 
Supplemental Points and 
Authorities, Exhibit B: 
Affidavit of Wilfredo 
Mercado, State v. Johnson, 
District Court, Clark 
County, Nevada Case No. 
C153154, June 22, 2005 

02/13/2019 46 11578–11579 

211. Genogram of Johnson 
Family Tree 

02/13/2019 46 11580–11581 

212. Motion in Limine 
Regarding Referring to 
Victims as “Boys”, State v. 
Johnson, District Court, 
Clark County, Nevada 
Case No. C153154 

02/13/2019 46 11582–11585 

213. Declaration of Schaumetta 
Minor, (Dec. 18, 2018) 

02/13/2019 46 11586–11589 

214. Declaration of Alzora 
Jackson (Feb. 11, 2019) 

 

02/13/2019 46 11590–11593 

Exhibits in Support of 
Petitioner’s Motion for Leave to 
Conduct Discovery 

12/13/2019 49 12197–12199 

1. Holloway v. Baldonado, 
No. A498609, Plaintiff’s 
Opposition to Motion for 
Summary Judgment, 
District Court of Clark 
County, Nevada, filed Aug. 
1, 2007 

12/13/2019 49 
 

12200–12227 

2. Handwritten letter from 
Charla Severs, dated Sep. 
27, 1998 

12/13/2019 49 12228–12229 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Exhibits in Support of Reply to 
State’s Response to Petition for 
Writ of Habeas Corpus 

12/13/2019 47 11837–11839 

215. Holloway v. Baldonado, 
No. A498609, Plaintiff’s 
Opposition to Motion for 
Summary Judgment, 
District Court of Clark 
County, Aug. 1, 2007 

12/13/2019 47–48 11840–11867 

216. Holloway v. Baldonado, 
No. A498609, Opposition to 
Motion for Summary 
Judgment Filed by 
Defendants Stewart Bell, 
David Roger, and Clark 
County, District Court of 
Clark County, filed Jan. 
16, 2008 

12/13/2019 48–49 11868–12111 

217. Letter from Charla Severs, 
dated Sep. 27, 1998 

12/13/2019 49 12112–12113 

218. Decision and Order, State 
of Nevada v. Johnson, Case 
No. C153154, District 
Court of Clark County, 
filed Apr. 18, 2000 

12/13/2019 49 12114–12120 

219. State’s Motion to 
Disqualify the Honorable 
Lee Gates, State of Nevada 
v. Johnson, Case No. 
C153154, District Court of 
Clark County, filed Apr. 4, 
2005 

12/13/2019 49 12121–12135 

220. Affidavit of the Honorable 
Lee A. Gates, State of 
Nevada v. Johnson, Case 
No. C153154, District 

12/13/2019 49 12136–12138 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Court of Clark County, 
filed Apr. 5, 2005 

221. Motion for a New Trial 
(Request for Evidentiary 
Hearing), State of Nevada 
v. Johnson, Case No. 
C153154, District Court of 
Clark County, filed June 
23, 2000 

12/13/2019 49 12139–12163 

222. Juror Questionnaire of 
John Young, State of 
Nevada v. Johnson, Case 
No. C153154, District 
Court of Clark County, 
dated May 24, 2000 

 

12/13/2019 49 16124–12186 

Findings of Fact, Conclusions of 
Law and Order, Johnson v. 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
789336–W, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 
 

10/08/2021 49 12352–12357 

Minute Order (denying 
Petitioner’s Post–Conviction 
Writ of Habeas Corpus, Motion 
for Discovery and Evidentiary 
Hearing), Johnson v. Gittere, et 
al., Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

05/15/2019 49 12264–12266 

Minutes of Motion to Vacate 
Briefing Schedule and Strike 
Habeas Petition 
 

07/09/2019 47 11710 

Motion and Notice of Motion for 
Evidentiary Hearing, Johnson v. 

12/13/2019 49 12231–12241 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
789336–W, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 
 
Motion and Notice to Conduct 
Discovery, Johnson v. Gittere, et 
al., Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

12/13/2019 49 12187–12196 

Motion for Leave to File Under 
Seal and Notice of Motion 
 

02/15/2019  11600–11602 

Motion in Limine to Prohibit 
Any References to the First 
Phase as the “Guilt Phase” 
 

11/29/1999 2 302–304 

Motion to Vacate Briefing 
Schedule and Strike Habeas 
Petition, Johnson v. Gittere, et 
al., Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

05/16/2019 46–47 11609–11612 

Motion to Vacate Briefing 
Schedule and Strike Habeas 
Petition, Johnson v. Gittere, et 
al., Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

05/23/2019 47 11621–11624 

Motion to Withdraw Request to 
Strike Petition and to Withdraw 
Request for Petition to be 
Stricken as Not Properly Before 
the Court), Johnson v. Gittere, 
et al., Case No. A–19–789336–

06/26/2019 47 11708–11709 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
W, Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 
Notice of Appeal, Johnson v. 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
789336–W, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 

11/10/2021 50 12366–12368 

Notice of Entry of Findings of 
Fact, Conclusions of Law and 
Order, Johnson v. Gittere, et al., 
Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

10/11/2021 49–50 12358–12364 

Notice of Hearing (on Discovery 
Motion), Johnson v. Gittere, et 
al., Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

12/13/2019 49 12330 

Notice of Objections to Proposed 
Order, Johnson v. Gittere, et al., 
Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

02/02/2021 49 12267–12351 

Notice of Supplemental Exhibit 
223, Johnson v. Gittere, et al., 
Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 

02/11/2019 49 11242–12244 

223. Declaration of Dayvid J. 
Figler, dated Feb. 10, 2020 

 

02/11/2019 49 12245–12247 

Opposition to Defendants’ 
Motion in Limine to Prohibit 

12/02/1999 2 305–306 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Any References to the First 
Phase as the “Guilt Phase” 
 
Opposition to Motion in Limine 
to Preclude Evidence of Other 
Guns, Weapons and 
Ammunition Not Used in the 
Crime 
 

11/04/1999 2 283–292 

Opposition to Motion to Vacate 
Briefing Schedule and Strike 
Habeas Petition, Johnson v. 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
789336–W, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 
 

05/28/2019 47 11625–11628 

Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus, Johnson v. Gittere, et 
al., Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 

02/13/2019 24–25 5752–6129 

Post–Evidentiary Hearing 
Supplemental Points and 
Authorities 
 

06/22/2005 22 5472–5491 

Reply to Opposition to Motion to 
Vacate Briefing Schedule and 
Strike Habeas Petition 
 

06/20/2019 47 11705–11707 

Reply to State’s Response to 
Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus 
 

12/13/2019 47 
 

11718–11836 

State’s Response to Defendant’s 
Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus (Post–Conviction), 

05/29/2019 47 11629–11704 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Johnson v. Gittere, et al., Case 
No. A–19–789336–W, Clark 
County District Court, Nevada 
 
Stipulation and Order to Modify 
Briefing Schedule, Johnson v. 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
789336–W, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 
 

09/30/2019 47 11711–11714 

Stipulation and Order to Modify 
Briefing Schedule, Johnson v. 
Gittere, et al., Case No. A–19–
789336–W, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 
 

11/22/2019 47 11715–11717 

Transcript of All Defendant’s 
Pending Motions 
 

03/02/2000 2 416–430 

Transcript of Argument to 
Admit Evidence of Aggravating 
Circumstances 
 

05/03/2004 12 2904–2958 

Transcript of Argument:  
Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus (All Issues Raised in the 
Petition and Supplement) 
 

12/01/2011 22–23 5498–5569 

Transcript of Arguments 
 

04/28/2004 12 2870–2903 

Transcript of Decision:  
Procedural Bar and Argument:  
Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus 
 

07/20/2011 22 5492–5497 

Transcript of Defendant’s 
Motion for Leave to File Under 

02/25/2019 46 11594–11599 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Seal, Johnson v. Gittere, et al., 
Case No. A–19–789336–W, 
Clark County District Court, 
Nevada 
 
Transcript of Defendant’s 
Motion to Reveal the Identity of 
Informants and Reveal Any 
Benefits, Deals, Promises or 
Inducements; Defendant’s 
Motion to Compel Disclosure of 
Existence and Substance of 
Expectations, or Actual Receipt 
of Benefits or Preferential 
Treatment for Cooperation with 
Prosecution; Defendant’s Motion 
to Compel the Production of Any 
and All Statements of 
Defendant; Defendant’s Reply to 
Opposition to Motion in Limine 
to Preclude Evidence of Other 
Guns, Weapons, Ammunition; 
Defendant’s Motion in Limine to 
Preclude Evidence of Witness 
Intimidation 
 

11/18/1999 2 293–301 

Transcript of Evidentiary 
Hearing 
 

05/17/2004 12 2959–2989 

Transcript of Evidentiary 
Hearing 
 

06/14/2005 22 5396–5471 

Transcript of Evidentiary 
Hearing 
 

04/04/2013 23 5570–5673 

Transcript of Evidentiary 
Hearing 

04/11/2013 23 5674–5677 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
 
Transcript of Evidentiary 
Hearing 
 

06/21/2013 23 5678–5748 

Transcript of Evidentiary 
Hearing 
 

09/18/2013 23–24 5749–5751 

Transcript of Excerpted 
Testimony of Termaine Anthony 
Lytle 
 

05/17/2004 12 2990–2992 

Transcript of Jury Trial – Day 1 
(Volume I) 
 

06/05/2000 2–4 431–809 

Transcript of Jury Trial – Day 2 
(Volume II) 
 

06/06/2000 4–5 810–1116 

Transcript of Jury Trial – Day 3 
(Volume III) 
 

06/07/2000 5–7 1117–1513 

Transcript of Jury Trial – Day 4 
(Volume IV) 
 

06/08/2000 7–8 1514–1770 

Transcript of Jury Trial – Day 5 
(Volume V) 
 

06/09/2000 8 1771–1179 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 1 (Volume I) AM 
 

04/19/2005 12–13 2993–3018 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 1 (Volume I) PM 
 

4/19/20051 
 

13 3019–3176 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 10 (Volume X) 
 

05/02/2005 20–21 4791–5065 

 
1 This transcript was not filed with the District Court nor is it under seal. 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 10 (Volume X) – 
Exhibits 
 

05/02/2005 21 5066–5069 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 11 (Volume XI) 
 

05/03/2005 21–22 5070–5266 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 12 (Volume XII) 
 

05/04/2005 22 5267–5379 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 12 (Volume XII) – 
Deliberations 
 

05/04/2005 22 5380–5383 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 13 (Volume XIII)  
 

05/05/2005 22 5384–5395 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 2 (Volume I) AM 
 

04/20/2005 13 3177–3201 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 2 (Volume II) PM 
 

04/20/2005 13–14 3202–3281 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 3 (Volume III) PM 
 

04/21/2005 14–15 3349–3673 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 3 (Volume III–A) 
AM 
 

04/21/2005 14 3282–3348 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 4 (Volume IV) AM 
– Amended Cover Page 
 

04/22/2005 16 3790–3791 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 4 (Volume IV) PM 
 

04/22/2005 15–16 3674–3789 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 4 (Volume IV–B) 
 

04/22/2005 16 3792–3818 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 5 (Volume V) PM 
 

04/25/2005 16 3859–3981 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 5 (Volume V–A) 
 

04/25/2005 16 3819–3858 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 6 (Volume VI) PM 
 

04/26/2005 17–18 4103–4304 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 6 (Volume VI–A) 
PM 
 

04/26/2005 16–17 3982–4102 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 7 (Volume VII– 
PM) 
 

04/27/2005 18 4382–4477 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 7 (Volume VII–A) 
 

04/27/2005 18 4305–4381 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 8 (Volume VIII–
C) 
 

04/28/2005 18–19 4478–4543 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty – Day 9 (Volume IX) 
 

04/29/2005 19–20 4544–4790 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty Phase – Day 1 (Volume 
I) AM 
 

06/13/2000 8 1780–1908 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty Phase – Day 1 (Volume 
II) PM 

06/13/2000 8–9 1909–2068 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
 
Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty Phase – Day 2 (Volume 
III) 
 

06/14/2000 9–10 2069-2379 

Transcript of Jury Trial – 
Penalty Phase – Day 3 (Volume 
IV) 
 

06/16/2000 10 2380–2470 

Transcript of Material Witness 
Charla Severs’ Motion for Own 
Recognizance Release 
 

01/18/2000 2 414–415 

Transcript of Motion for a New 
Trial 
 

07/13/2000 10 2471–2475 

Transcript of Petition for Writ of 
Habeas Corpus and Setting of 1. 
Motion for Leave and 2. Motion 
for Evidentiary Hearing, 
Johnson v. Gittere, et al., Case 
No. A–19–789336–W, Clark 
County District Court, Nevada 
 

02/13/2020 49 12249–12263 

Transcript of Preliminary 
Hearing 
 

10/12/1999 2 260–273 

Transcript of State’s Motion to 
Permit DNA Testing 
 

09/02/1999 2 252 – 254 

Transcript of State’s Motion to 
Videotape the Deposition of 
Charla Severs 
 

10/11/1999 2 255–259 

Transcript of Status Check:  
Filing of All Motions 
(Defendant’s Motion to Reveal 

10/21/1999 2 274–282 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
the Identity of Informants and 
Reveal Any Benefits, Deals, 
Promises or Inducements; 
Defendant’s Motion to Compel 
Disclosure of Existence and 
Substance of Expectations, or 
Actual Receipt of Benefits or 
Preferential Treatment for 
Cooperation with Prosecution; 
Defendant’s Motion to Compel 
the Production of Any and All 
Statements of Defendant; State’s 
Motion to Videotape the 
Deposition of Charla Severs; 
Defendant’s Motion in Limine to 
Preclude Evidence of Other 
Crimes; Defendant’s Motion to 
Reveal the Identity of 
Informants and Reveal any 
Benefits, Deals’ Defendant’s 
Motion to Compel the 
Production of any and all 
Statements of the Defendant 
 
Transcript of the Grand Jury, 
State v. Johnson, Case No. 
98C153154, Clark County 
District Court, Nevada 
 

09/01/1998 1–2 001–251 

Transcript of Three Judge Panel 
– Penalty Phase – Day 1 
(Volume I) 
 

07/24/2000 10–11 2476–2713 

Transcript of Three Judge Panel 
– Penalty Phase – Day 2 and 
Verdict (Volume II) 
 

07/26/2000 11–12 2714–2853 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Transcript Re:  Defendant’s 
Motions 
 

01/06/2000 2 307–413 

Verdict Forms – Three Judge 
Panel 
 

7/26/2000 12 2854–2869 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on May 27, 2022, I electronically filed the 

foregoing Appendix with the Nevada Supreme Court by using the 

appellate electronic filing system.  The following participants in the 

case will be served by the electronic filing system:     

Alexander G. Chen 
Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Clark County District Attorney’s Office 
 
 
 
     /s/ Celina Moore      
     Celina Moore                                                    
     An employee of the Federal  
     Public Defender’s Office 
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023CORA001214

17. If you have taken courses or had training in any of the medical sciences, and in


particular the medical specialty of psychiatry, please identify such courses/training by


subject matter r title:


PRE-TRIAL PUBLICITY


Based upon the synopsis of the case attached to this questionnaire:


18. Do you recall hearing or seeing anything about this case prior to today?


Yes _ _ _  No _X ____ _


If yes, describe what you saw or heard?


19 . How many times, in the last two years, have you heard something about this case?


ruooe


20. How would your prior knowledge of the case affect your ability to si  as an impartial


juror?


21 . As a result of what you have seen or heard, have you formed any opinion as to the


guilt or innocence of the defendant(s)? Yes _ _ _  No _X.....__ _

22. Do you subscribe to any local newspaper? If yes which one(s) ___ 114) _ _ _ _ _ _  _


23. Do you watch local newscast? If so which one(s) _(\& _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _


6


139
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24. Other than what you have learned today what information do you know about this


case? ru,me.


ATTITUDES REGARDING THE DEATH PENAL TY


The defendant(s) in this case has been charged with First Degree Murder. The


Nevada State Legislature has determined that if a person is convicted of First Degree


Murder, then a jury must further decide which of four possible punishments provided by law


should be imposed. For each count of First Degree Murder a Defendant can be sentenced


to four possible punishments which are:


A. The death penalty,


B. Life imprisonment without the possibility of parole,


C. Life imprisonment with the possiblity of parole,


D. Definite term of 50 years with the possibility of parole after 20 years.


The law requires that whenever the District Attorney seeks death as a possible


pu ishment for a charge, prospective jurors must be asked to express their views on both


the death penalty and the penalty of life in prison with or without the possibility of parole,


and a term of years. Asking about your views at this time is a routine part of the procedure


to be followed in all cases in which death is sought as a possible punishment. By asking


these questions, the court is not implying that the defendant is guilty or that you will


necessarily need to decide the penalty in this case.


This trial will be divided into two phases.


During the first phase the jury will determine if the defendant is guilty or not guilty


of First Degree Murder. You will not be concerned with the punishment to be imposed at


this phase of the trial. If the defendant is found not guilty, or is found guilty of any offense


oth r than First Degree Murder, the trial will end and you will not be involved in any further


proceedings.


7


140
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17. If you have taken courses or had training in any of the medical sciences, and in


particular the medical specialty of psychiatry, please identify such courses/training by


subject matter or title:


M,11€


PRE-TRIAL PUBLICITY


Based upon the synopsis of the case attached to this questionnaire:


18. Do you recall hearing or seeing anything about this case prior to today?


Yes _ _  No ,Kr


If yes, describe what you saw or heard?


19 . How many times, in the last two years, have you heard something about this case?


J/R#tt' .  . 


20. How would your prior knowledge of the case affect your ability to sit as an impartial


juror?


21 . As a result of what you have seen or heard, have you formed any opinion as to the


guilt or innocence of the defendant(s)? Yes _ _ _  No f


22. Do you subscribe to any local newspaper? If yes which one(s) 

- - - - - - - -

23. Do you watch local newscast? If so which one(s) ~ ... QI, . 5  i  e 


6


143
AA08871



023CORA001677

24. Other an what you have learned today what information do you know about this


case? P1H1J /t:


ATTITUDES REGARDING THE DEATH PENAL TY


The defendant(s) in this case has been charged with First Degree Murder. The


Nevada State Legislature has determined that if a person is convicted of First Degree


M rder, then a jury must further decide which of four possible punishments provided y law


should be imposed. For each count of First Degree Murder a Defendant can be sentenced


to four possible punishments which are:


A. The death penalty,


B. Life imprisonment without the possibility of parole,


C. Life imprisonment with the possiblity of parole,


D. Definite term of 50 years with the possibility of parole after 20 years.


The law requires that whenever the District Attorney seeks death as a possible


punishment for a charge, prospective jurors must be asked to express their views on both


the death penalty and the penalty of life in prison with or without the possibility of parole,


and a term of years. Asking about your views at this time is a routine part of the procedure


to be followed in all cases in which death is sought as a possible punishment. By asking


these questions, the court is not implying that the defendant is guilty or that you will


necessarily need to decide the penalty in this case.


This trial will be divided into two phases.


During the first phase the jury will determine if the defendant is guilty or not guilty


of First Degree Murder. You will not be concerned with the punishment to be imposed at


this phase of the trial. If the defendant is found not guilty, or is found guilty of any offense


other than First Degree Murder, the trial will end and you will not be involved in any further


proceedings.
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17. 

If you have taken courses or had training in any of the medical sciences, and in

particular the medical specialty of psychiatry, please identify such courses/training by


subject matter or title:


A

)O

tJ S

,


PRE-TRIAL PUBLICITY


Based upon the synopsis of the case attached to this questionnaire:


1 8.  

Do you recall h 

e 

~ 

seeing anything about this case prior to today?


Yes _ _ _  N 

o 

~


If yes, describe what you saw or heard?


1 9 .  

How many times, in the last two years, have you heard something about this case?


~

D

N

k

 

.


20 . 

juror?


How would your prior knowledge of the case affect your ability to sit as an impartial


21. 

As a result of what you have seen or heard, have yot.yr8'" 'fd any opinion as to the

guilt or innocence of the defendant(s)? Yes _ _ _  N 

o 

~


22. 

Do you subscribe to any local newspaper? If yes which one(s)

-  -  -  -  -  -  -

R.s v

 10-J -T

ot1R

-tJ A

-L




23. 

Do you watch local newscast? If so which one(s) 

lo

cA

 L

 JJy)J 5

 - 

C

H

 A

 JJ

tJ Y ./L 

J  s

 

6


I 

g14 R..£LY 

W

IJ'/C)1


€

tJ

~

y

 

; J ?n J 
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24. 

Other than what you have learned today what information do you know about this

case? 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

I 

A

B

o u r  

C

A

S

S

-

ATTITUDES REGARDING THE DEATH  PENAL TY


The defendant(s) in this case has been charged with First Degree Murder. The


Nevada State Legislature has determined that i f  a person is convicted of First Degree


Murder, then a jury must further decide which of four possible punishments provided by law


should be imposed. For each count of First Degree Murder a Defendant can be sentenced


to four possible punishments which are:


A. 

The death penalty,


B. 

Life imprisonment without the possibility of parole,


C. 

Life imprisonment with the possiblity of parole,


D. 

Definite term of 50  years with the possibility of parole after 20  years.


The law requires that whenever the District Attorney seeks death as a possible


punishment for a charge, prospective jurors must be asked to express their views on both

the death penalty and the penalty of life in prison with or without the possibility of parole,


and a term of years. Asking about your views at this time is a routine part of the procedure

to be followed in all cases in which death is sought as a possible punishment. By asking


these questions, the court is not implying that the defendant is guilty or that you will


necessarily need to decide the penalty in this case.


This trial will be divided into two phases.


During the first phase the jury will determine if the defendant is guilty or not guilty


of First Degree Murder. You will not be concerned with the punishment to be imposed at


this phase of the trial. If the defendant is found not guilty, or is found guilty of any offense

other than First Degree Murder, the trial will end and you will not be involved in any further


proceedings.
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Prin table te xt ve rs ion of this s tory


Augus t 15, 1998


Fou r you ng men b ou nd, slain in Las


V egas home


LAS VEGAS (AP) - Las Vegas Me tro Police are 


looking for clue s in the gris ly s layin g of four young


pe ople  in a home on the city's s outhe as t s ide .


Police say the victims had be e n tie d up and that


robbe ry may have been a motive .


The  name s of the victims had n ot be e n re le as ed as


of this morn ing.


The men we re be lie ved to have be e n in the ir late 


te e n s or e arly 20 s .


Police we re called to the sce n e afte r a frie nd of the 


victims found the bodie s whe n he we n t to the hous e 


about 6:30 p.m. Friday.


Homicide Sgt. Ken He fn e r said office rs be lie ve 


robbe ry was the motive , but are n ot ruling anythi11g


out.


Thre e of the victims we re found in the living room


and a fourth was discove red e ls ewhe re in the 


re s ide n ce .


He fn e r would not e laborate on how the men had


be e n re s train e d or if they had an y opportun ity to


fight back.


"All four of my frie nds live the re ," said a


grie f-s tricke n Je n n ife r Novak, who arrived for a vis it


but in s te ad was gre e ted by a swarm of police 


office rs and crime -sce n e tape pre ve n tin g acce s s to


the  house .


"It should blow people 's min ds to know some thing


like this happe n ed to the s e people ," she said. ''They


we re good people . They we re n ot in a gang or


anythin g like that."


8/17/98 10:29 AM
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Hefner said the in te rior of the home was "somewhat


dilapidated," but he declined to say whether the


residence was ransacked. He said there were no


signs of a break-in .


Hefner said the person who found the bodies was at


the home as late as midn ight Thursday and there


were no problems. The sergean t said it was too


early in the investigation to te ll when the young men


were killed.


Ne ighbors said they often would see large buses


sporting "hippie -s tyle " pain tings and Californ ia


license plates parked in fron t of the home.


The last quadruple homicide in Las Vegas took


place May 1, 1992, when rioting in the city following


the firs t Rodney King trial verdicts was used to cover


the slayings of Samantha Scotti, 24, Jermaine


Woods, 19, Steven Walker, 19, and Lisa Boyer, 26.


Previous: Prison marks time: 1 year of progress 15 Aug.


18:55:12
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garyoung


men slain


in southeast 

· Police believe drugs and


robbery led to a quadruple


slaying, the Las Vegas


Valley's first in six years.


By Glenn Puit


Review-Journal


Four young men were tied up then


shot to death in a southeast Las Ve-

gas home Friday, and police speculat-

ed robbery and drugs played a part in


the quadruple slaying. 


Las Vegas police Sgt.  Ken Hefner


said a male friend of the victims dis-

covered the bodies at 6:30 p.m.  inside


the house at 4825 Terra Linda Ave. ,


near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis


Boulevard.  The men were believed to


be in their late teens or early 20s. 


Three of the victims were found in


the living room and a fourth was dis-

covered elsewhere in the residence. 


"At this point we are not even sure


who they are," Hefner said. 


He would not elaborate on how the


men had been restrained or if they


had any opportunity to fight back. 


"All four of my friends live there,"


said a grief-stricken Jennifer Novak,


who arrived for a visit but instead


was greeted by a. . swarm of police of-

ficers and crime-scene tape prevent-

ing access to the house. 


"It should blow people's minds to


know something like this happened to


these people," Novak said as tears


streamed down her face.  "They were


good people.  They were not in a gang


or anything like that. "


Hefner said police believe robbery


was the motive.  However, he said of-

ficers were just beginning to gather


evidence at the scene at 7:30 p.m.  and


detectives were not ruling anything


out. 


"It's early on in the investigation," 

Hefner said as police scoured the 
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A Las Vegas police officer walks through the living room of a southeast Las


Vegas home where four men were found bound and fatally shot Friday.
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From 1A 

yard and driveway of the house 

searching for clues.  "Patrol offic- 

ers canvassed the area and so far 

we haven't come across any di- 

rectly relevant information from 

the neighbors. " 

Hefner said the interior of the


home was "somewhat dilapidat-

ed," but he declined to say wheth- 

er the residence was ransacked.  

He said there were no signs of a 

break-in.  

News of the killings petrified 

those on Terra Linda and in the


surrounding neighborhood. 


Sharon Walker, who lives across 

the street from the slaying scene


in the Wildwood Apartment's on 

East Tropicana, said the, house


was frequently the site of large 

parties. 


"It's really, really surprising 

because as a rule they were pret- 

ty quiet for their ages," Walker 

said.  "It was calm last night· 

(Thursday), and I saw some of 

th. em out front watering their 

lawn, having a beer. " 

Hefner said the person who 

found the bodies was at the home 

as late as midnight Thursday 

and there were no problems.  The 

sergeant said it was too early in 

I I There were people


in and out of there 

all the time. A 

couple weeks ago 

two people who 

were hanging out 

there came up to 

me and asked if I 

wanted to get high, 

smoke some


weedJ.1 

Joyce Brown


Teen-ager who lives next


to site of quadruple slaying 

the investigation to tell when the


young men were killed.  

Novak said at least two of the 

people who lived i n  the house 

had family ties to Idaho.  The 

young men often would follow the 

rock group Phish to concert sites 

across the country, Novak said.  

Walker and other neighbors 

said they often would see large 

buses sporting "hippie-style" 

paintings and California license 

plates parked in front of the


home. 


"There were people in and out 

of there all the time," said neigh- 

bor Joyce Brown, 14. "A couple


weeks ago two people who were


hanging out there came up to me


and asked ifl wanted to get high,


smoke some weed. " She said she


declined the offer. 


Late Friday, Hefner made a


public appeal at the Terra Linda


Avenue scene for anyone who


may have observed anything sus-

picious to call police at 229-3521


or Secret Witness at 385-5555. 


The last quadruple homicide in


Las Vegas took place May 1, 

1992, when rioting in the city fol-

lowing the first Rodney King tri-

al verdicts was used to cover the


slayings of Samantha Scotti, 24,


Jermaine Woods, 19, Steven 

Walker, 19, and Lisa Boyer, 26. 


Vernell Ray "Lil Ray" Evans


was convicted in September 1994


offour counts of first-degree mur- 

der and sentenced to death in


connection with the killings at


532 Wardelle St.  in northeast 

Las Vegas.  Police . s~d the crimes 

were motivated by retaliation


against Scotti for her cooperation 

with authorities in a narcotics


investigation.  
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Slaying victims


identified


Police say three teens and a man, 21, were


shot to death in a robbery that likely


involved narcotics.


By Glenn Puit


Review-Journal


T hree o f four victims bound and shot to death


Friday in a mass slaying at a southeast Las Vegas


home were teen-agers.


Las Vegas police Sgt. Ken Hefner identified the


four Las Vegans as Peter Chris T alamantez, 17,


Matthew David Mowen, 19, Jeffrey Charles Biddle,


19, and T racey Albert Gorringe, 21.


T alamantez and Mowen attended Green Valley


High School. Background details on Biddle and


Gorringe were not available Saturday.


T heir bodies were found Friday evening by a


friend inside a home at 4825 T erra Linda Ave., near


Nellis Boulevard and T ropicana Avenue. Biddle,


Gorringe and Mowen lived there.


Police said the victims were tied up, then


executed. Hefner said detectives have found


evidence supporting their theory that the killings


were motivated by robbery and likely involved


narcotics.


"When you have multiple victims like that all in


one home, it is just so obvious that these people


(who committed the crime) intended for each and


every one o f them to die, and they proceeded to


carry it out," Hefner said Saturday afternoon. "T he


magnitude o f it was disturbing."


Hefner said police are being "purposefully


vague" about the intricacies ofthe crime. R eleasing


details o f how the young men were restrained, how


many times they were shot and whether there were


signs o f a struggle could jeopardize the ongoing


investigation, he said.


Hefner also declined to discuss what led police


to believe robbery and narcotics are behind the


killings. He confirmed that items were missing from


the home.


"At this point we are just going to say that they


were bound and shot," Hefner said.
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Printable text version of this story


August 17, 1998


Police seek answers in quadruple


slayings


By Jace Radke <jace@lasvegassun .com> and


Karen Zekan <karen@lasvegassun .com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Metro Police homicide investigators today were


hoping interviews with friends and family could help


them narrow a seven-hour window of time in which a


killer entered a Las Vegas home and murdered four


young men, apparently for drugs .


The last anyone is believed to have heard from the


victims was during what police have been told was a


telephone conversation about 11 a.m. Friday.


But what transpired between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.


when a friend of the victims made the gruesome


discovery inside 4825 Terra Linda Ave. is a myst~ry


that has yet to unfold .


The victims have been identified as Jeffrey Charles


Biddle, 19; Tracey Albert Gorringe, 21; Matthew


David Mowen, 19, and Peter Chris Talamantez, 17.


The victims were bound and shot, said homicide


Sgt. Ken Hefner. Three were found in the living


room near the door; the fourth was near the kitchen.


''There was nothing overt," as far as evidence that


the murders could have resulted from a home


invasion or forced entry, Hefner said, adding that the


house was in a very dilapidated condition.


Hefner said drugs were found in the house and


possessions were missing.


At least two of the victims were known to have been


employed as security guards.
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The last qu

adruple ho

micide on r

ecord in the

 valley


was in 199

2 and also 

drug-relate

d.

Sunday aft

ernoon in t

he southea

st Las Veg

as

neighborho

od near the

 intersectio

n of Nellis


Boulevard 

and Tropic

ana Avenu

e lawns we

re being


mowed, ne

ighbors we

re playing 

basketball 

and


children we

re riding.


Having a n

ormal after

noon was i

mportant S

unday to


the residen

ts that live 

around 482

5 Terra Lin

da Ave.


"It has bee

n a circus a

round here

 ever since

 this


happened,

" said an a

ngry Terra 

Linda resid

ent.


"Police and

 reporters k

eep rolling 

through."


The news o

f the murde

rs quickly s

pread


transformin

g what res

idents calle

d a once q

uiet


neighborho

od into hot

bed of poli

ce and me

dia

activity.

"This used

 to be a gre

at neighbo

rhood," sai

d


resident To

m Pope, w

ho lives ab

out a block

 from


where the 

bodies wer

e found. "S

omething li

ke this is


a city-wide

 problem a

nd puts a d

amper on t

he


neighborho

od. You wa

nt to feel s

afe when y

ou're in


your neigh

borhood."


Pope, who

 was out m

owing his l

awn on Su

nday,


moved into

 the neighb

orhood in 1

970.


There had 

been probl

ems with th

e house at

 4825 in


the past, h

e said.


"They had 

a party abo

ut two wee

ks ago, and

 there


were abou

t 26-28 car

s there," P

ope said. "

In the.


morning wh

en I drove 

to work the

re were bro

ken


bottles and

 beer cans

 all over. T

hey were d

efin ite ly


partiers."


The neighb

ors are uns

ure as to w

hat happen

ed to


cause the 

young men

's deaths. P

olice say th

at they


have found

 evidence 

that suppo

rts a theory

 that the


killings wer

e motivate

d by robbe

ry and likel

y


involved na

rcotics. Po

lice have c

onfirmed th

at items


were missi

ng from the

 house.


"I jus t wan

t to know w

hat happen

ed," said R

ussell

Driever, wh

o was play

ing basketb

all with two




neighbors.

 'Was it drugs

, a robbery

 or someth

ing


else? I jus t

 want to kn

ow."


While confus

ed about th

e causes o

f the homic

ides,


residents s

aid that the

 neighborh

ood would 

soon


qu ie t back

 down.


"It has bee

n a real go

od neighbo

rhood sinc

e I


n t · n , n . n  1 n . 1 ~  

A.-..A
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: poJice seek answers in quadruple slayings 

http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/ ... v·crime/1998/aug/17  /507 605507  .html


moved her 10 years ago," a resident who wished to


remain anonymous said. 'What happened


happened."


The resident said that he was not considering a


move.


"If it happens again in my house, then I'll move," he


said. "Until then I'll stay here."


Homicide Sgt. Ken Hefner today was asking for the


public's help, seeking anyone who may have seen


or spoken with the victims on Friday. Investigators


are trying to pinpoint a more definite time frame for


the murders. A $1,000 reward is being offered for


information leading to the arrest and conviction of

the killers.


Anyone with information on the slaying is asked to


cal the homicide section at 229-3521. Anonymous


tips can be placed with Secret Witness at 385-5555.


Previous: Metro Police officer faces another DUI charge 17


Aug. 13:42: 10


Next: Federal appeals court rules against county smut law 17


Aug. 13:15:23
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Printable text version of this story


Today: August 18, 1998 at 13:05:48 PDT


Arrest made in four deaths


By Karen Zekan <karen@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


A 19-year-old Las V egas man was arrested early


today in connection with Friday's quadruple


, homicide.


Donte Johnson was arrested by Metro Police


homicide investigators at 3:45 a.m. at an


acquaintance's home, not far from the house at


4825 Terra Linda Ave. where the bodies of Tracey


A lbert Gorringe, 21, Jeffrey Charles Biddle, 19,


Matthew David Mowen, 19, and Peter Chris


Talamantez, 17, were discovered bound and shot


about 6 p.m. Friday.


Johnson was booked into the C lark County


Detention Center on four counts each of murder with


a dead ly weapon, robbery, kidnapping and burglary.


Formal charges and potential prosecution are


pending a review of the case by the district


attorney's office.


Homicide investigators working the case developed


information implicating Johnson and recovered


several items of evidence at the house where he


was arrested this morning. Homicide Sgt. Ken


Hefner declined to disclose the nature of the items.


Police also remained mum on whether the murder


weapon has been found.


"It's always gratifying when a murder investigation is


progressing quickly, especially this one," Hefner said


this morning. His team worked all night piecing


together the case that culminated in Johnson's


arrest.


"G iven the scale and magnitude of this one, where


four people were bound, gagged and shot


helplessly, it makes it that much more rewarding.


Considering that there are people capable of
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committing a crime like this, it's good to know that at


least one of them is off the street."


The investigation, however, is not over. Police were


continuing to follow up leads this morning that could


result in the arrest of other suspects, Hefner said.


Since Friday's murders, police estimate nearly a


dozen calls from the community have produced


fruitful tips for detectives working the case.


Among those was information leading authorities to


Johnson, with whom the victims were at least


acquainted, Hefner said.


Police were still trying to narrow Qown when the


killer or killers entered the dilapidated home near


Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard and


committed the crimes, tying up the victims before


shooting three of them in the living room near the


front door and the fourth near the kitchen.


Neighbors interviewed by police did not recall seeing


anyone leaving the home or hearing any suspicious


sounds. Detectives have an unconfirmed report that


the last anyone heard from the victims was an 11


a.m. telephone conversation one ofthe men had


with a friend.


Talamantez was apparently visiting the others, who


police said had been sharing the rental house for


about a year when he the killings happened.


Homicide investigators remain confident that drugs


and robbery motivated the killer. Police found some


narcotics at the murder scene, but could not confirm


if drugs were being dealt out of the Terra Linda ·


home.


"Generally the two go hand in hand - drug dealing


and robbery," Hefner said. "People dealing drugs


are potential robbery victims because they have


money, but we have not gathered any information to


confirm that any (drug dealing activity) was going on


at the home."


Friends and family remain in mourning for the slain


men.


Mowen, Biddle and Talamantez were students.


Gorringe, a native of Burley, Idaho, was employed


as a chef and Biddle, born in Santa Monica, Calif.,


worked as a security guard.


A visitation was scheduled for today from 4 to 7 p.m.


at Palm Mortuary, 7600 S. Eastern Ave., for Biddle,


Gorringe, and Mowen.
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Mowen's funeral will be held at the same location


Wednesday at 5 p.m.


Services for Biddle and Gorringe will be out of state.


Plans for Talamantez's services, which will be


handled by Davis Funeral Homes, had not been


finalized as of this morning.


The last quadruple homicide in the valley happened


May 1, 1992. Vernell Ray Evans Jr. now sits on


death row for the murders of Samantha Scotti, 24,


Lisa Boyer, 26, Jermaine Woods, 19, and Steven


Walker, 19. Police believe the killings were planned


as revenge against Scotti, who served as a


confidential informant to police in a drug case.


Next: Contractor, company liable in roof collapse 18 Aug.


10:43:15
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Teen-ager arrested in


connection with


quadruple slaying


Las Vegas detectives say others are being


sought in the execution-style shooting deaths


of four young men.


By Glenn Puit


Review-Journal


Page 1 of 3


.


Las Vegas police arrested a teen-ager Tuesday in


connection with a quadruple slaying Friday in 

southeast Las Vegas, and detectives say they are


seeking others who may be tied to the crime.


Arrested in quadruple


slaying.


Sgt. Ken Hefner said Donte Johnson, 19, of Las


Vegas was arrested at 3:45 a.m. and charged w ith four


counts of murder, robbery and kidnapping, all w ith a


deadly weapon, in each of Friday's killings.


Found in the home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave. near Three of the


Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard, were the four victims:


bodies of Las Vegans Jeffrey Charles Biddle, 19;


Tracey Gorringe, 20; Matthew David Mowen, 19; and


Peter Talamantez, 17. The four were tied up w ith duct


tape, then shot execution-style.


Despite Johnson's arrest at apartments adjacent to


the crime scene, police continued to withhold details


about the shootings pending completion of an


investigation. Other than reiterating contentions that


the killings were motivated by both robbery and


narcotics, Hefner offered few details about how the


attacks unfolded or what led detectives to Johnson.

"We are still looking into it and pursuing the


investigation, so I can't say much," Hefner said. "I 

will say that there are more people out there that we


believe have more information about this. We need


those people to call us."


Hefner said Johnson and at least some of the


victims were acquaintances. He would not elaborate,


but did confirm the two parties had met previously on


a handful of occasions.


GORRINGE


Detectives searched the residence where Johnson

was arrested and found evidence they claim ties


Johnson to the killings, Hefner said. The sergeant


would not answer questions about the nature of the


evidence.


MOWEN


"He was arrested on probable cause," Hefner said.


"There were no warrants issued."
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"There were no warrants issued."


He also refused to say whether detectives believe


Johnson was the shooter.


"I don't know if that is a safe assumption to make


at this point," Hefner said. "As I said earlier, we are


still pursuing leads as far as another suspect or other


suspects are concerned."


News of Johnson's arrest did offer some


momentary relieffor family members of at least one


of the victims. However, the Henderson family of

Tracey Gorringe said no matter how many people are


arrested or punished for the crime, their griefwill


never go away because their family member cannot TALAMANTEZ


be brought back.


"The people who did this are nonhuman," said


Gorringe's 18-year-old brother, Nicholas. "Anyone


who could do something like this is simply not


human."


Gorringe's other brother, 22-year-old Spencer,


said his family does not favor the death penalty if

anyone is convicted in the case.


"The death penalty would be too good for them,"


Spencer Gorringe said. "We want the people who did


this to spend a miserable existence behind bars for the


rest of their lives."


Police were called to the single-story Terra Linda


Avenue home at 6:30 p.m. Friday after a male


acquaintance found the bodies. Three of the bodies


were located in a front living room. The fourth body


was found in an undisclosed rear room.


There were no signs of a break-in at the home.


Police sources said a background check showed no


record of criminal convictions for Johnson.

Gorringe's family said that despite police


contentions that narcotics likely were involved in the


slayings, they believe robbery was the primary


motive. Gorringe's brothers said Biddle, Mowen and


Gorringe partied like most young men, but if they had


any ties to narcotics it was on an experimental basis


only.


Spencer and Nicholas Gorringe said they could


not speak on behalf of Talamantez because they did


not know him well enough. Talamantez was the only


victim who did not live at the Terra Linda Avenue


address.


Tracey Gorringe dreamed of being a master chef


and had been employed as a cook at one of the most


highly regarded restaurants in Idaho, his loved ones


said. He was living in Las Vegas on a temporary


basis. Tracey Gorringe and Biddle, nicknamed


"Crash," both had extensive ties to the Sun Valley,


Idaho, area. Mowen and Talamantez previously


attended Green Valley High School.


All four victims have been described by those


who knew them as people who would not have
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J


LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Teen-ager arrested in conn... 

provoked such a vicious attack. They were described


as outgoing, friendly young men who would go out of

their way to avoid confrontation.


Nicholas Gorringe said he believes whoever killed


his brother might have been under the mistaken


assumption that there were large amounts of money in


the home.


"This was all about money, and someone was


hungry for it so they couldn't walk out and leave these


people behind without killing them," he said. "Money


is the root of all evil, and that is why these guys are


all dead."


Give us your FEEDBACK on this or any story.


Fill out our Online Readers' Poll


[ ~ ]  [Sports] [Business] [Lifestyles] [Noon] [Opinion] [in-depth]


[Columnists] [Help/About] [Archive] [Community Link] [Current


Edition]


[Classifieds] [Real Estate] [TV] [Weather]


[EMAIL] [SEARCH] [HOME] [INDEX]
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Suspect arraigned in four slayings


By Bill Gang


<gang@Iasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Bail was set today at more than $1 million for 19-year-old Donte Johnson on charges he is


responsible for Friday's quadruple execution-style homicide.


Page 1 of 1


At the arraignment, Justice o f the Peace James Bixler set a Sept. 2 preliminary hearing date on the


charges that have the potential ofresulting in a death sentence ifhe is convicted.


Johnson is charged with four counts of murder, kidnapping and robbery in Justice Court.


Prosecutors can avoid the public arena of a preliminary hearing by presenting their case directly to a


Clark County grand jury. Both processes are designed to determine if there is sufficient evidence to


warrant holding Johnson for a trial in District Court.


Johnson was arrested early Tuesday morning at the home of an acquaintance, not far from the house


at 4825 Terra Linda Ave. where the bodies of the four bound victims were found Friday. The murder


scene is near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


Metro Police homicide Sgt. Ken Hefner said the four were "bound, gagged and shot helplessly."


The four have been identified as Tracey Albert Gorringe, 21, Jeffrey Charles Biddle, 19, Matthew


David Mowen, 19, and Peter Chris Talamantez, 17.


Metro homicide investigators have said that information and items linking Johnson to the murders


were found at the home.


Hefner has noted, however, that investigators are pursuing others who may have ties to the crime and


that Johnson has not been named by police as the person they believe fired the fatal shots.


Three of the bodies were found in a living room at the front of the house. The fourth was in a room at


the rear of the residence. Police said there were no signs of a forced entry.
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Slaying suspect's bail set


at $1 million


Review-Journal


Bail has been set at $1 million for a man


suspected in last week's quadruple homicide in


southeast Las Vegas.


Donte Johnson, 19, is charged with four counts


each of murder, robbery and kidnapping, all with the


use of a deadly weapon. During a Thursday morning


appearance before Justice of the Peace James Bixler,


Bixler set bail at $1 million and the Clark County


public defenders office was appointed to represent


Johnson.

Johnson was arrested Tuesday in connection with


the shooting deaths of Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey


Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19 and Peter


Talamantez, 17.


The four were bound and shot Aug. 14 at a 4825


Terra Linda Ave., near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis


Boulevard.


Police have said they believe the motive for the


slayings involved both robbery and narcotics. They


have given few details of how the killings unfolded.


Las Vegas police Sgt. Ken Hefuer said while he


can't discuss details of the case, he did say police are


confident they have evidence that ties Johnson to the


mass slaying.


"We've got evidence that we felt offered sufficient


probable cause to arrest him and we are gathering


more as we are preparing for trial," Hefuer said.


Hefuer said police are pursuing other suspects in


the case. He refused to elaborate.
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~ Slaying suspect's bail set at $1 million


Review-Journal 

~  Bail has been set at $1 million 

~  for a man suspected in last


'\..V- week's quadruple homicide in


~  southeast Las Vegas.


~  '°
·
 Donte Johnson, 19, is charged 

f1"
 .
~ with four
counts each of murder,


~ A ·,·:: robbery and kidnapping, all with


N'.) the use of a deadly weapon. Dur-

. ~  ing a Thursday morning appear-

- ~  ~ __ ance before Justice of the Peace 

y - -··James Bixler, Bixler set bail at 

$1 million and the Clark County


;;;:.. public defenders office was ap- 

· · pointed to represent Johnson. 

Johnson was arrested Tuesday 

,- in connection with the shooting 

, deaths of Jeffrey Biddle, 19, 

' Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew 

Mowen, 19 and Peter Tala- 

mantez, 17. The four were bound 

and shot Aug. 14 at a 4825 Terra 

Linda Ave., near Tropicana Ave-

nue and Nellis Boulevard.


Police have said they believe


the
motive for the slayings
 in-

volved both robbery and narcot-

ics. They have given few details


ofhow
the killings unfolded.


Las Vegas police Sgt. Ken


Hefner said while he can't dis-

cuss details of the case, he did


say police are confident they


have evidence that ties Johnson


to the mass slaying.


"We've got evidence that we


felt offered sufficient probable


cause to-arrest him and we are


gathering more as we are prepar-

ing for trial," Hefner said.


Hefner said police are pursuing


other suspects in the case. He re- 

fused to elaborate. 

DONTE JOHNSON


Suspect in quadruple slaying


t


l


017CORA0000219

20
AA09046
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Man held in four slayings suspected in May


attack


By Karen Zekan


<karen@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Metro Police's prime suspect in a southeast Las Vegas quadruple homicide 10 days ago is also the


suspected gunman in an execution-style attack that paralyzed a man on Fremont Street May 4.


Police had been looking for Donte Johnson,  19,  for more than four months on the attempted-murder


charge when he was taken into custody Tuesday in connection with the murders of four young men


found bound and shot inside a Terra Linda home Aug. 14.


Johnson,  a Las Vegas native known by police to have ties to the West Coast Bloods gang,  flashed


apparent gang hand signs at the crowd and news photographers during his arraignment Thursday for


the murders.


Both cases are set to be heard Sept. 2 by a judge at Johnson's preliminary hearing,  a public process


designed to determine if enough evidence exists to hold Johnson for trial. Prosecutors handling the


quadruple homicide could avoid the hearing by presenting their case directly to a Clark County


grand jury.


Johnson has been accused by police of shooting 40-year-old Derrick Simpson in his face,  neck and


spine during the May dispute in a lower Fremont Street parking lot.


According to the warrant,  a security guard broke up a fight between the two men about 4:10 a.m. at


the Vegas Motel,  2216 E. Fremont St.,  and asked Simpson to leave the property. Simpson complied, 


walking west on Fremont. Johnson,  according to police allegations,  drove west also,  pulling his


primer-painted Cadillac into a parking lot a few blocks from the motel and shooting Simpson first in


his mouth and then,  after he'd fallen,  several times in his back.


"It was cold-blooded, " said Detective Brian Sharp,  who handled the investigation. "He said (to


Simpson),  'It's time for you to die, ' and then shot him down his spine."


Police suspect Johnson -- also known as John White,  Rasheed,  and Deko -- left town and returned


shortly before the killings at the dilapidated single-story house at 4825 Terra Linda Ave.,  near


Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


An ongoing investigation has led detectives to believe that as many as two killers could have


committed the crime,  although a second suspect has not been identified.


A friend stopping by to visit discovered the bodies about 6 p.m. Tracey Gorringe,  21,  Jeffrey Biddle, 


19,  Matthew Mowen,  19,  and Peter Talamantez,  17, had been shot in their heads,  their hands and


legs bound with duct tape.


Mowen,  Gorringe and Biddle had been renting the house for about a year.


Police believe the killers wanted money when they targeted the Terra Linda home where one of the
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roommates allegedly had been selling drugs. Johnson is additionally suspected of having sold drugs


to one of the roommates.


Detectives combed the property for clues in the days following the murders and interviewed family, 


friends and neighbors.


Metro SWAT officers moved in with an arrest warrant Aug. 18,  taking Johnson into custody at 3:45


a.m. at a house in the 4800 block of Everman Street,  a few blocks from the quadruple murder scene.


Arresting officers said Johnson denied knowing the victims or ever being inside their residence.


Homicide Sgt. Ken Hefner said evidence was found at the Everman house linking Johnson to the


crime. Authorities said the evidence included at least one of the victims' possessions found buried in


the backyard and a partial roll of duct tape.


Hefner,  who is heading the investigation,  has declined to comment on the evidence or elaborate on


specific elements of the case,  fearing that making too many details public will jeopardize the


investigation.


Johnson remains booked in Clark County Detention Center with bail set at $1 million. He is charged


with four counts each of murder,  robbery and kidnapping,  and a single count of burglary.


Return to the referring page.
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Quadruple killing suspect ... 

Tuesday, August 25, 1998


Quadruple killing


suspect accused in May


shooting


Review-Journal


A suspect in a quadruple homicide that occurred


earlier this month in Las Vegas also is accused of


shooting and paralyzing a man in May.


Donte Johnson, 19, of Las Vegas was arrested


last week on four counts of murder in connection with


the Aug. 14 shooting deaths of four people.


Las Vegas police Sgt. Ken Hefner said an arrest


warrant, charging Johnson with one count of


attempted murder in connection with the May


shooting, was waiting for Johnson at the Clark


County Detention Center when officers booked him


on the murder counts.


Hefner said a security officer split up a fight


between Johnson and 40-year-old Derrick Simpson


around 4 a.m. on May 4 at the Vegas Motel, 2216 E.


Fremont St. The sergeant said Johnson and Simpson


knew each other.


A short time later, Simpson was shot twice in the


face at close range and once in the back. The shooting


occurred about two blocks west of the motel.


Hefner said the victim was paralyzed as a result of


the shooting and identified Johnson as the man who


shot him, but the suspect remained at large until his


arrest in the murder case.


Johnson's murder counts stem from the deaths of

Las Vegans Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe, 20;


Matthew Mowen, 19; and Peter Talamantez, 17. The


four were tied up with duct tape, then shot


execution-style.


The bodies were found in a home at 4825 Terra


Linda Ave., near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis


Boulevard. Johnson was arrested at an apartment


complex adjacent the crime scene.


Police have said the killings were motivated by


both robbery and narcotics, but they have offered few


other details about the case. They said they are


pursuing other suspects.


Hefner said Johnson knew at least some of the


slaying victims. He said the suspect has no criminal


convictions.


Johnson appeared Thursday in Justice Court,


where his bail was set at $1 million. The suspect also
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Quadruple killing suspect ... 

faces robbery and kidnapping charges in connection


with the quadruple homicide.
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:susp~ct in slayings


accused in shooting


A suspect in a quadruple homi- ·


cide · that occurred E!arlier ··this :


month in Las Vegas also Is ac-

cused of shooting and paralyzing a


man in May. Police said an arrest


warrant , was awaiting , Donte


.,iJohnson; 19, of Las Vegas when


officers booked him on the murder


counts in connection with the Aug.


, 14 slayings. ·:!>.i : : ..· , .. )'. 'l
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Quadruple killing suspect 1·


accused in May shooting


Review-Journal . paralyzed as a result of the
I


A suspect in a quadruple homi- shooting and identified Johnson


cide that occurred earlier this as the man who shot him, but the 

1

·


month in Las Vegas also is ac- suspect remained at large until ,


cused of shooting and paralyzing his arrest in the murder case.


a man in May. Johnson's murder counts stem


Donte Johnson 19 of Las Ve- from the deaths of Las Vegans


gas was arrested la~t week on Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorrin-

four counts of murder in connec- ge, 20; Matthew Mowen, 19; and


tion with the Aug. 14 shooting Peter Talamantez, 17. The four


deaths offour people. were tied up with duct tape, then


Las Vegas police Sgt. Ken shot execu~on-style. .


Hefner said an arrest warrant, The bodies were fo?11d m a


charging Johnson with one count home at ~825 Terra Linda Ave.,
I


of attempted murder in connec- ~ear Trop1cana Avenue and Nel-

tion with the May shooting, was lis Boulevard. Johnson was ar-

waiting for Johnson at the Clark re~ted at an a;Partment complex


County Detention Center when ad1ac1:nt the cnm~ scene. . .


officers booked him on the mur- Police ~ave said the killings


der counts. were motiv:ated by both robbery


. . and narcotics, but they have of-

~efner said a secunty officer fered few other details about the


split up a fight betw~en J?hnson case. They said they are pursuing


and 40-year-old Demck Sunpson other suspects.


around 4 a.m. on May 4 at the Hefner said Johnson knew at


Vegas Motel, 2216 ~- Fremont least some of the slaying victims.


St. T~e sergeant said Johnson He said the suspect has no crimi-

and Sunpson knew each other. nal convictions.


A short time later, Simpson Johnson appeared Thursday in


was shot twice in the face at close Justice Court where his bail was


range and once in the back. The set at $1 million. The suspect al-

shooting ·occurred about two so faces robbery and kidnapping


1


·


blocks west of ~ e  motel. charges in connection with the


Hefner sajd the victim was quadruple homicide.
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Victims of quadruple


homicide lost lives for


$240, officials say


Four young men were shot execution-style


Page 1 of2

for a small amount of cash and drugs, ~ - - - - - - - ~ 

authorities report.


By Glenn Puit


Review-Journal


Four young men found bound and shot in a


southeast Las Vegas home two weeks ago were


killed for $240 and a meager amount of drugs,


police and prosecutors said Friday.


"Four people lost their lives over $240," Clark


County Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon


said.


The prosecutor also said the prime suspect in


the quadruple homicide, Donte Johnson, 19, was


apprehended because he bragged of his


involvement in the crime.


"There were three witnesses who came


forward and indicated that Johnson was bragging


about it," Guymon said.


On Aug. 14, the bodies of Las Vegans Jeffrey


Charles Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew


David Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17,


were discovered by an acquaintance in a home at


4825 Terra Linda Ave., near Tropicana Avenue


and Nellis Boulevard. The four were tied up with


duct tape, then shot execution-style.


Police said the killings were motivated by


robbery and drugs and that Johnson knew at least


some of the victims. However, they have refused


to elaborate, citing an ongoing investigation.


But Guymon said Friday afternoon that the


suspect and at least one accomplice went to the


home looking for a large amount of money and


possibly narcotics.


"They (the killers) believed that there was an


awful lot of money at this house and maybe some


marijuana as well," Guymon said. "But their


focus was the money and not so much the drugs.


What they ended up finding was a little bit of

controlled substances and $240."


Guymon did not expand on what kind of


controlled substances were at the residence.
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Victims of quadruple homic ... 

Deputy Public Defender Willard Ewing, who is


representing Johnson, was not able to return a


phone call late Friday afternoon.


Johnson has maintained his innocence in


interv iews with two Las Vegas telev ision news


stations. During the interv iews he said he couldn't


have committed the killings because they


occurred in the early morning hours, a time when


he is usually asleep. He also said that the fact he


was arrested in Las Vegas also supports his


innocence because ifhe had have been involved


in the crime, he would have left town.


Las Vegas police Homicide Sgt. Ken Hefner


said detectives believe at least one other person,


possibly more, were also involved in the slayings.


Police have a limited description of one of the


assailants and are trying to confirm the man's


identity.


Gorringe and Biddle, nicknamed "Crash,"


both had extensive ties to the Sun Valley, Idaho,


area. Mowen and Talamantez prev iously attended


Green Valley High School. Family members of

the four have repeatedly contended that their


loved ones were not involved in drugs.


Johnson is charged with four counts each of

murder, robbery and kidnapping, all with a deadly


weapon, and is currently held at the Clark County


Detention Center. Bail is set at $1 million.


Johnson is also charged with attempted


murder in connection with an unrelated May


shooting that occurred about two blocks west of

the Vegas Motel, 2216 E. Fremont St.


He was charged in the Fremont Street


shooting after a man shot Derrick Simpson, 40,


twice in the face and once in the back. Simpson,


who was paralyzed in the attack, identified


Johnson as the gunman, police said.
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Bizarre second arrest made in four slayings


By Karen Zekan


<karen@lasvegassun.com> and Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegass un.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


A second suspect in last month's execution-style quadruple murder is behind bars today after he


accidentally crossed paths with the Metro Police sergeant who is handling the case.


Sgt. Ken Hefner, who was heading out to lunch when he spotted suspect Terrell Cochise Young, was


cut at least once on the neck in a scuffle during the arrest.


Young, 19, remained in Clark County Detention Center this morning without bail. He has been


charged with four counts each of using a weapon to commit murder, robbery and kidnapping.


He is also facing a single count of burglary with a weapon in connection with murders of Jeffrey


Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17.


The arrest, which took place 100 yards from homicide headquarters at a bus stop at Rainbow and


Charleston boulevards, is perhaps the most unusual development to surface in one of the valley's


most gruesome crimes.


Police believe the Aug. 14 killings were committed by at least two men who entered the southeast


Las Vegas home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave., bound the victims' hands and feet with duct tape, fatally


shot them in their heads, and then fled with $240 of the victims' money and a pager.


Police for weeks had little more than the street name "Red" to go on in catching their second suspect


after three witnesses came forward and told police that Red and another man had been bragging


about the killings hours after the bodies were found, according to the arrest report.


The break in the case came Tuesday night when information reached detectives that "Red" was


Young, a Las Vegas resident, Hefner said.


Police had a hint that Young could be close by, having learned that the man had relatives living near


the Charleston-Rainbow area.


So it seemed logical enough to Hefner that the man he saw standing on the Charleston Boulevard


median facing him Tuesday could well be his suspect.


Hefner said he ran back into the office and got to detectives before following the 5-foot-9-inch,


260-pound Young up the street to a bus stop where he was arrested. Young had been walking with


two of his younger relatives who were later released to family members.


"It's definitely a first," Hefner said of the bizarre situation where an outstanding suspect almost


literally landed on homicide's doorstep.


Young's arrest came a day after his alleged accomplice, 19-year-old Donte Johnson, was indicted by


a Clark County Grand Jury on charges that he is responsible for last month's slayings motivated by


what prosecutors believed was an apparent drug money rip-off.


http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html 

9/30/99


30
AA09056

http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/text/1998/sep/03/507681947.html


008CORA000625

.... "


Las Vegas SUN: Bizarre sec. arrest made in ...


I 

- 

Page 2 of2

Johnson was arrested by Metro's SWAT team four days after the killings. Police had tracked him to a


residence a few blocks from the Terra Linda home. A search of the Everman Street home ended up


with police finding a partial roll of duct tape and one of the victims' possessions found buried in the


back yard, authorities said.


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon said that toxicology tests on the four victims showed drugs


in each of their systems.


But Guymon said that drugs left at the murder scene "leads one to believe (the killer or killers) were


not interested in drugs, but in the money oftentimes associated with drugs."


Wednesday's indictment replaces the need for a Justice Court preliminary hearing to determine if

there is sufficient evidence to hold Johnson for a District Court trial.


Acting ChiefDistrict Judge Michael Douglas ordered that Johnson be held without bail until he is


arrainged Sept. 8 in District Judge Jeff Sobel's courtroom on the charges that have the potential of


resulting in a death sentence if he is convicted.
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L,as yegas quadruple slaying_
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l~~~r\i:v!:!t:d
f


Review-Journal . id Mowen, 19, ~~ h
 d him with
 four
 count s ~


Police have arres t ed a third and Peter Ta- c hge f der
 robbery and J 


s us pect in connection with an lamantez, 17, ~dn °. mur
 '
 i


Augus t quadruple s laying in were found in A ~: e~g~go police arres t ed a !


s outheas t Las  Vegas , and two of a home a t  ' T 11 "R d" C !


the three have confes s ed to the 4825 T e r r a  s ~~ont s us pec{


9 

: r t a s  v : ga s  

0


~ ; 

c r im e , a u t h o r i t i e s  s a i d  L inda A": e., c is d oungb
 ' d kidnapping
i

Wednes day. near Trop1ca- mur er, ro ery an . . ~-

:  I Clark County Deputy Dis tri~t na A~enue and chra_~es ve as  olice Sgt . Ken t


At torney Gary Guymon s aid N elhs  Boule- t.: .------ Hefner s ! d  ~lice arres t ed a 1

w ednes ~a)'.' t hat blood from one vard. J ' hJ  f~fu SMITH t hird s us pect ; Sikia Lafayet te
:l

of the victims  was  found o_n the were ie W1 t h e n s  h o t S . th 18 of Las  Vegas  lat e ,


ant s  of a s us pect arres t ed m the d u c t  t a P e D ll ' ' · . s ' t h

p G ' d fi · t execution-s tyle. Tues day evening. m1 .. was 


cas e. uymon s ai ngerpnn s  . h d with four count s  each of


from all three s us pect s  were The day aft er the bodies  were c arfe bb kidnapping and


found at  the crime s cene. -found. three witnes s es  came for- mur er, ro ery, ;


On Aug. .14, ' t he ·bodies  of Las  ward and told po~ce .a m ~  had .one ~oun: no!~ ' : f~~- and Smith ,,


Vegans  J effrey GChar~es  Biddl20e, ;tko.ldll~eg~ he ; : ! : - r o ~ t l ~ ~ ~ k p a ~ e  ~onfes s ed. G!ymon Q.ls o : 
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· s aid the killings  were mot ivated J ohns on has  maintained his  e~ n s iv e ties  to t he Sun Valley,


by a robbery t ha t  yielded $240 innocence in interviews with two Idaho

1 

area. Mowen and Tala-

_and a s mall amount ofdrugs . · Las  Vegas  televis ion s t at ions . ·-mant ez previous ly a t t ended

"Both Smith and Young have . During·t he interviews , he s aid he Green-Valley High School. Fami-

given confes s ions  t ha t  incrimi- could not have commit ted the ly members  of the four have s aid


na t e thems elves  and Dont e killings  becaus e they occurred in repeatedly t hat  the victims  were


J ohns on," Guymon s aid. "There the early morning hours , a t ime not involved in drugs .


are fingerprint s  of the defen- when he is  us ually as leep. He al- J ohns on als o has  been charged


dant s  t hat have been recovered, s o s aid t hat the fact he was  ar- with at t empted murder in con-

and blood of one of the decedent s  res ted in Las  Vegas  s upported nection with an unrelated May


als o was  found on one of the his  innocence becaus e i f  he had s hooting t hat  occurred about two


defendant ' s  pant s ." been involved in the crime, he blocks  wes t of the Vegas  Motel,


Guymon would not elaborate would have left town. 2216 E. Fremont St. He was 


on which defendant authorit ies  At tempt s  to determine i f  de- charged in the Fremont St reet 


s aid had blood on his  pant s . Guy- fens e at torneys  have been as - s hooting aft er a man s hot Der-

man s aid he plans  to pres ent the s igned to repres ent either Smith rick Simps on, 40 , twice in the


cas e to a team of Clark County or Young were uns ucces s ful face and once in the back. Simp-

pros ecutors  this  morning to de- Wednes day evening. Willard E:w- s on, who was  paralyzed in the at -

t ermine i f  t he death penalty ing is  repres ent ing J ohns on. tack, identified J ohns on as  the


s hould be s ought. Gorringe and Biddle had gunman, police s aid.
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D e ta i l s  in  k i l l i n gs  reve a led


By B i l l Ga n g


<ga n g@la s vega s s un .c om>


LAS VEGAS SUN


The second of three teenagers alleged to be


connected to the execution-style murders of four


men was expected to be indicted today by a Clark


County grand jury, with the indictment based in part


on his own admissions to police.


The third suspect, already behind bars, could be


indicted next week, and authorities have indicated


that testimony elicited before the grand jury could


result in a fourth arrest within a matter of days.


Today's indictment is expected to name Terrell


Cochise Young, 19, who already was charged in the


quadruple killing after his arrest when he was


spotted by homicide detectives walking in front of a


police station. The indictment will move the case


directly to District Court for trial.


Nineteen-year-old Donte Johnson has already been


indicted on charges he was the trigger man in the


multiple murder, which was motivated by what two


of the defendants admitted was a belief that a large


quantity of money and drugs was in the victims'


home.


The third defendant in the case, 18-year-old Sikia


Lafayette Smith, told Metro police in a taped


interview that a fourth man "was telling us that there


was some guys he knows that we could rob," court


records show.


Smith added that the man said that "if we were to


go over there and do what we're going to do, that


they would have to be killed because the guys knew


where he lived and everything ... and knew Donte,


too," the records say.
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,


Las Vegas SUN: Details in k i._ gs revealed 

Sources close to the investigation said the suspects


believed that there were promises of $10,000 in


cash and a large quantity of drugs in the house at


4825 Terra Linda Ave., near Tropicana Avenue and


Nellis Boulevard.


Young said the figure the fourth man gave him was


$6,080.


The deal was supposed to be that the bandits could


keep the money, and the fourth man would get the


drugs, the records show. ·


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon said the


robbers found only $240 in the house in which they


left the bodies of Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey


Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter


Talamantez, 17, with their hands duct-taped behind


their backs and bullets in their heads. Also left


behind was a small quantity of drugs.


In Young's statement to police, he said the fourth


man directed him, Johnson and Smith to the house


and then left the trio to do the job.


In the statement, Young said the first victim,


believed to be Mowen, who had been watering the


front yard, was confronted and taken at gunpoint


into the residence, where a second man was sitting


in the living room.


The pair was made to lie on the floor and their


hands and feet were taped by Johnson -- whose


nickname is "Deco" -- according to Young, who said


the trio was armed with two rifles and a pistol that


was used to commit the murders.


Another man drove up a few minutes later and,


when he came into the house, Smith "grabbed him


by the face and told him to get on the floor," Young


told police.


He recalled how the house was ransacked, but the


only money found was in the pockets of the victims.


Smith told police in a recorded statement that "we


searched through the house for the drugs and the


money but we didn't find anything. (Young) found


about 200 and something dollars and that was it."


"Deco counted all the money, and he was like, 'You


haven't got enough money. You haven't got enough


money. '" Young said, noting that at the time he was


sitting in the living room having a beer and acting as


"the lookout."


In an apparent attempt to placate the robbers, one
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Las Vegas SUN: Details in ki1 .... gs revealed 

of the victims paged a fourth man who was


supposed to have several hundred dollars in his


possession, according to the statement.


When that man arrived, he also was bound with


duct tape and robbed, but Young said his continual


arguing with the bandits resulted in his being hauled


into the kitchen and Smith kicking him in the


stomach.


Finally, Young said, Johnson turned up the volume


on a stereo system and began shooting the victims,


firing single shots into their heads.


Young said he already had walked out of the house


when the shooting began, but returned to see the


last man shot.


"I seen the shot, and I just seen the fool bleeding,"


he said.


When the trio returned to the home of the fourth


unnamed suspect, Smith said the man was angry


"because we didn't come back with cocaine."


When asked how he felt about the murders, Young


responded, "I feel remorse. I feel that by me saying


something (to police), it's like freeing them."


"I didn't want anybody to die, and the whole time I


was in there, I didn't even want to be there. I was


scared the whole time. I didn't think like they would


die."


Young said he was telling his story "because I've


been in Uail) so long and I've been thinking about it."


Indictments in the case replace the need for Justice


Court preliminary hearings to determine whether


there is sufficient evidence to hold defendants for


trials in District Court.
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Second slaying suspect


indicted by grand jury


Review-Journal


A second man was indicted Wednesday in


connection with an execution-style slaying of four


young men in August.


A grand jury charged Terrell Cochise Young, 19,


with four counts of burglary, conspiracy, robbery,


kidnapping and murder.


The charges stem from the Aug. 14 deaths of Las


Vegans Jeffrey Charles Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe,


20; Matthew David Mowen, 19; and Peter


Talamantez, 17.


The four were bound with duct tape then shot in a


home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave., near Tropicana


Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


Young was the second suspect to be arrested.


Police had been looking for him for weeks when a


detective investigating the slayings looked out the


front door of his office and saw the suspect at a bus


stop.


Donte Johnson, 19, was arrested four days after


the slayings. He has been indicted on the same


charges.


A third suspect, 18-year-old Sikia Smith, has not


been indicted.


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon has said


that both Young and Smith have confessed and that


fingerprints from all three suspects were found at the


scene. Johnson has done interviews with two Las


Vegas television stations in which he claims he


couldn't possibly have been at the crime scene


because the killings took place at an hour when he is


usually asleep.


Guymon believes the killings were motivated by a


robbery that yielded $240 and a small amount of

drugs.


Johnson also has been charged with attempted


murder in connection with an unrelated May shooting


on Fremont Street. The victim in that case, Derrick


Simpson, 40, has identified Johnson as the gunman.
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Nevada briefs 

The decision means Vinh Sinh Truong will not


have to go before a three-judge panel at a penalty


hearing and face a possible death sentence.


Truong pleaded guilty in December to killing Lisa


Sadie on Oct. 19, 1996.


The 20-year-old Sadie had been studying film at


the University of Nevada, Las Vegas during the day


and working nights as the head cashier at the Studio


Cafe. Friends said herjob helped pay for her


education.


Truong had been a food server at the restaurant,


which is operated by Restaurant Associates, a contract


food service company.


He was fired from that job just a few days before


the killing.


Rather than go to trial, Truong pleaded guilty


without benefit of a plea bargain to all the charges --

murder, burglary and robbery, all with use of a deadly


weapon.


In cases like that the defendant goes before a


panel of three judges who make a decision after a full


sentencing hearing.


In most cases, these panels hand down death


sentences. After Truong plead guilty prosecutors


offered him life without parole.


Truong will be sentenced Oct. 5 by District Judge


Jeffrey Sobel.


Man held in slayings


enters innocent plea


The first of three suspects arrested in connection


with last month's quadruple homicide pleaded


innocent Thursday to charges of murder, robbery,


burglary and kidnapping.


A prosecutor also announced the state will seek


the death penalty against 21-year-old Donte Johnson.

Police say the Las Vegan was responsible for the


deaths of Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe, 20;


Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17. The


four were tied up with duct tape then shot


execution-style at a home near Tropicana Avenue and


Nellis Boulevard. The bodies were found Aug. 14.


Johnson was arrested a few days later. His trial is


set for July 5 before District Judge Jeffrey Sobel. He


will be represented by the Clark County special


public defender's office.


Another suspect in the case, 19-year-old Terrell


Young, was indicted Wednesday. A third suspect,


Sikia Smith, 18, has also been arrested.


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon says


Young and Smith have confessed and implicated


Johnson.

Johnson, however, has told the public in televised
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Nevada briefs 

interviews that he couldn't possibly have committed


the crimes because they happened when he was


usually asleep.


Guymon said the killings were motivated by a


robbery that yielded $240 and a small amount of


drugs.
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September 22, 1998


DA to seek death penalty in four slayings


By Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Prosecutors have decided to seek the death penalty for three teenagers charged in the August


execution-style quadruple murder in southeast Las Vegas.


"We think killing four people is worse than killing one," District Attorney Stewart Bell said. "It's


simple mathematics."


The district attorney's office earlier this month let 19-year-old Jeremy Strohmeyer escape the death


penalty by plea bargaining his murder case to a sentence of life in prison without the possibility of


parole.


Donte Johnson, also 19, is charged with being the trigger man who on Aug. 14 shot four duct-taped


men -- Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17 -- in


the head in what prosecutors believe was an apparent drug money rip-off. The victims were robbed


of $240 and a pager, according to Metro Police.


Statements to police by the two other defendants -- Sikia Lafayette Smith, 18, and Terrell Cochise


Young, 19 -- indicated there was a beliefthat as much as $6,000 in cash and a quantity of drugs was


in the house at 4825 Terra Linda Ave., near Nellis Boulevard and Tropicana Avenue.


Johnson and Young already have been indicted on multiple murder, kidnapping and robbery charges


in the case. Smith is expected to be indicted Wednesday.


Authorities have indicated that a fourth arrest is imminent.


In their statements to Metro homicide detectives, Smith and Young indicated that a fourth man had


provided the information that led to the ill-fated robbery.


Smith stated the fourth man said that "lfwe were going to go over there and do what we're going to


do, that they would have to be killed because the guys knew where he lived and everything and knew


Donte, too."


When the defendants returned to the home of the fourth suspect, according to their statements, he


was angry because they had not brought him any of the reported drugs.


While Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon confirmed that autopsy reports showed there were


drugs in the systems of the four victims, only a small quantity of drugs was found in the Terra Linda


Avenue home.
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IN BRIEF


Third suspect indicted


in quadruple slaying


A third suspect was indicted Wednesday in


connection with a quadruple homicide in August.


The grand jury charged Sikia Smith, 18, with


burglary, conspiracy and four counts each of


first-degree kidnapping, robbery with a deadly


weapon and murder.


Smith is set to enter a plea Tuesday before District


Judge Joseph Pavlikowski.


He was being held without bail at the Clark


County Detention Center.


Two others also have been indicted on the same


charges in connection with the deaths of Jeffrey


Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe, 20; Matthew Mowen,


19; and Peter Talamantez, 17.


The four were bound with duct tape then shot


execution-style in a home near Tropicana Avenue and


Nellis Boulevard.


Donte Johnson was arrested four days after the


slaying. He has proclaimed his innocence in


television interviews.


Police found a second suspect, Terrell Young, 19,


after weeks of searching. Prosecutors have said both


Young and Smith have confessed and implicated


Johnson. The motive was robbery, police have said.


Prosecutors have said the killers got $240 and small


amount of of drugs.


Prosecutors planned to seek the death penalty for


all three suspects. Johnson also faced an unrelated


attempted murder charge.


Bull run promoter


appeals judge's fine


A Phoenix promoter will appeal a judge's decision


to fine him for not having a permit to hold this


summer's bull run outside Mesquite.


Phil Immordino mailed the appeal Wednesday to


Moccasin Justice Court in Moccasin, Ariz.


Immordino, 40, was fined $5,539 and sentenced


to a year's probation last week. He was given a


suspended 10-dayjail sentence.


Immordino has said he had approval from the


county attorney to hold the July 11 event.


Some 6,000 spectators watched 700 runners race
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The third teenager alleged to have been involved in the robbery and execution slayings of four men


in a southeast Las Vegas home has been indicted by a Clark County Grand Jury.


Wednesday's indictment of Sikia Lafayette Smith, 18, was based in part on a statement he gave to


police admitting his involvement in the slayings last month. A similar statement detailing the


slayings also was given by another defendant, 19-year-old Terrell Cochise Young, who was indicted


last week.


The teenager they claimed was the triggerman, Donte Johnson, 19, was the first to be indicted on the


multiple murder charges that could result in death sentences if they are convicted of first-degree


murder.


Smith will be arraigned Tuesday in District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski's courtroom.


Not yet charged in the case is a fourth man that Smith and Young told police had guided them to the


house at 4825 Terra Linda Avenue, near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


Smith and Young stated they were told that perhaps as much as $6,000 in cash and a quantity of

drugs were in the home, although only $240 in cash was found.


The four victims each were bound with duct tape and shot in the head. They have been identified as


Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17.


According to the statements of Smith and Young, the four were killed because they knew Johnson


and the fourth man and might have retaliated for the robbery.
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Suspect in slayings in


court before deaths


Review-Journal


Sikia Smith was in Distr ict Cour t pleading guilty


to dr ug char ges the day befor e four  young men wer e


killed. Smith has been char ged in their  deaths.


Smith, 18, was sentenced Thur sday to pr obation


for dr ug possession. But the lenient sentence won't do


him much good.


He pleaded guilty to the dr ug char ge, for which


pr obation is mandator y, on Aug. 13 befor e Distr ict


Judge John McGr oar ty. He was not in custody.


The next day Las Vegans Jeffr ey Biddle, 19;


Tr acey Gor r inge, 20; Matthew Mowen, 19; and Peter 


Talamantez, 17, wer e bound with duct tape and shot


at a home near  Tr opicana Avenue and Nellis


Boulevar d.


Smith and two other s wer e indicted in connection


with the slayings. Pr osecutor s say Smith and


19-year -old Ter r ell Young alr eady have confessed to


the slayings and have implicated a thir d suspect,


Donte Johnson, 19.


All thr ee ar e being held without bail at the Clar k


County Detention Center . Pr osecutor s have


announced they will seek the death penalty against all


the defendants.


The slayings wer e the end r esult of a r obber y that


netted the killer s a small amount of dr ugs and $240,


pr osecutor s say.


Give us your  FEEDBACK on this or  any stor y.


Fill out our  Online Reader s' Poll
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Attorneys rejected in quadruple murder case


By Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


A bid by two attorneys to represent one of three teenagers charged in a quadruple murder because


they can understand the black dialect spoken by the defendant was rebuffed today.


District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski ruled that because one of the attorneys is from out of state and the


other is not certified to handle death penalty cases they weren't eligible to be court appointed.


Instead, Terrell Cochise Young, 19, will be represented by Las Vegas attorneys Lew Wolfbrandt and


Martin Hastings. His arraignment has been scheduled for Friday.


Attorneys Terence Dickinson and Benjamin Childs sought the appointment, stating Young has


trouble being understood because he speaks an African-American English dialect that is similar but


not the same as ebonies.


Young is the third teenager alleged to have been involved in the robbery and execution slayings of


four men during a robbery.


The others, who also face the possibility of the death penalty if convicted, include Sikia Lafayette


Smith, 18, and Donte Johnson, 19, the one prosecutors have alleged was the triggerman.


The four victims were bound with duct tape and shot in the head. They have been identified as


Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17.


Smith and Young have given statements to police admitting their roles in the case and implicating


Johnson.
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Attorneys say dialect key


· 

1n case


A quadruple slaying suspect's


African-American English is preventing fair


representation, two argue.


By Caren Benjamin


Review-Journal


Two private attorneys argue they should be


appointed to represent quadruple murder defendant


Terrell Young because of their ability to communicate


with him in a dialect unique to blacks.


"We feel like we are the only ones that can


understand Terrell because he speaks


African-American English instead of standard


American English," attorney Benjamin Childs said.


Childs said that the dialect is not the same as


ebonies, which was the center of national controversy


when school officials in Oakland, Calif., suggested it


was a genetically based second language.


This dialect "is not a matter of race" but of

socioeconomic and educational levels, attorney


Terence Dickinson said. A black lawyer or doctor


may be no better able than his white counterparts to


understand a black youth raised in poverty, he said.


Both attorneys are white.


Young, 19, is one of three young men facing a


possible death sentence in connection with the Aug.


14 slayings of Jeffrey Charles Biddle, 19; Tracey


Gorringe, 20; Matthew Mowen, 19; and Peter


Talamantez, 17.


The four were bound with duct tape then shot in a


home near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


Childs said he was retained by Young's aunt to


meet with the teen-ager at the Clark County Detention


Center. During that visit, Young, who is black,


complained that the Clark County Deputy public


defender appointed for him "just cannot understand


me, and I can't communicate with him," Childs said.


Young's aunt does not have enough money to


retain a private attorney, and Childs and Dickinson


have filed a motion to have themselves


court-appointed in place of the public defender.


They argue Young has a constitutional right to a


lawyer he can communicate with and therefore assist.


The motion quotes magazine articles on linguistics


including one that "contains the result of scientific
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Attorneys say dialect key ...


studies which indicate that African Americans (males


in particular) have their medical conditions diagnosed


incorrectly based simply on the different language


used in African-American English."


Dickinson said he can communicate with Young


because he has represented "thousands of


African-American clients accused of crimes" in his


practice in Detroit.


Childs said he can represent Young and others


like him because "I've read the research, and I'm more


sensitive to the way that they phrase their thoughts


and what their value system is."


District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski has rejected the


motion. So has the Nevada Supreme Court.


Young was scheduled to appear in court today to


enter a plea, and Childs and Dickinson will try again.


The public defenders' office has filed a motion on


a possible conflict of interest because the office


previously has represented two people associated with


the slaying.


If Pavlikowski agrees a conflict exists, he will


have to appoint a private lawyer to represent Young.


Defendants in capital cases get two attorneys. Under


state law, court-appointed attorneys in Clark County


make $75 an hour with a cap of $12,000 per attorney


per case.


Childs and Dickinson may have difficulty getting


the appointment. Childs is not qualified under Nevada


rules to work alone in a death penalty case. Dickinson


does not have a Nevada bar license.


Young's co-defendant, Sikia Smith, has


court-appointed attorneys. Another co-defendant,


Donte Johnson, will be represented by the Special


Public Defender's Office.


Give us your FEEDBACK on this or any story.


Fill out our Online Readers' Poll


[ ~ ]  [Sports] [Business] [ L i fe s t y l e s ] ~ ]  [Opinion] [in-depth]


[Columnists] [Help/About] [Archive] [Community Link] [Current


Edition]


[Classifieds] [Real Estate] [TV] [Weather]


[EMAIL] [SEARCH] (HOME] [INDEX]


Brought to you by the Las Vegas Review-Journal. Nevada's largest daily newspaper.
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Judge rejects attorneys fo ... 

Judge rejects attorneys


for suspect in slayings


By Caren Benjamin


Review-Journal


A judge Tuesday rejected a request for


appointment by two private attorneys who claim they


should represent quadruple homicide suspect Terrell


Young because they can speak to him in his own


African-American dialect.


Attorneys Ben Childs and Terence Dickinson


claim the dialect Young speaks is unique to poor and


undereducated blacks but is not Ebonics. The


difference, they say in court documents, is that rich or


educated blacks may be no better able to speak the


dialect than whites.


Both Dickinson and Childs are white but say they


have extensive background in communicating in the


dialect.


They say Young complained to them that he


couldn't communicate with the attorney from the


Clark County public defenders' office who visited him


in jail.


District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski and the Nevada


Supreme Court have already rejected the attorneys'


motion once.


On Tuesday the public defender's office told the


judge they had a conflict of interest in the case. They


had represented others involved in the slaying and so


could not serve as counsel to Young.


Pavlikowski still, however, refused to appoint


Childs and Dickinson because Childs is not qualified


to represent clients in capital cases by himselfand


Dickinson is not licensed in the state o f  Nevada.


Instead Pavlikowski appointed two other private


attorneys, Lew Wolfbrandt and Martin Hastings.


Young, 19, is facing a possible death sentence in


connection with the Aug. 14 slayings of Peter


Talamantez, 17; Matthew Mowen, 19; Charles


Biddle, 19; and Tracey Gorringe, 20. The four were


shot execution-style at a home near Tropicana


Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


Also charged are Donte Johnson, 19, who is


being represented by the special public defender's


office, and Sikia Smith, 18, who has two


court-appointed attorneys.


Smith and Johnson have already pleaded


innocent. Young is set to enter a plea Friday.
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LAS VEGAS RJ:NEWS: Judge rejects attorneys fo ... 

Prosecutors say the slayings were the result of a


robbery which netted the defendants a small amount


of drugs and about $240.


Give us your FEEDBACK on this or any story.
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Innocent plea made in quadruple murder


By Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Saying he can read, write and understand the English language - seemingly refuting a claim made by


two attorneys who wanted a court appointment to represent him - Terrell Cochise Young pleaded


innocent today to charges he participated in a quadruple murder.


Judge Joseph Pavlikowski set a June 21 trial date at the brief arraignment hearing for the


19-year-old, who is one of three teenagers facing charges in the case that could put them on death


row if convicted.


The others alleged to have been involved in the execution slayings of the four men during a robbery


are Sikia Lafayette Smith, 18, and Donte Johnson, 19, who prosecutors have said was the triggerman.


Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17, were bound


with duct tape and shot in the head.


Smith and Young have given statements to police admitting their roles in the case and implicating


Johnson.


Standing next to Young at today's hearing were his two newly appointed attorneys, Lew Wolfbrandt


and Martin Hastings. ·


Two other attorneys tried for to get appointed by the court because they claimed to understand


Young's black dialect. The judge refused.


Pavlikowski ruled that because one of those attorneys, Terence Dickerson, is from out of state and


not licensed in Nevada and the other, Benjamin Childs, is not certified to handle death penalty cases,


they weren't eligible for the appointment.


The attorneys sought the appointment, stating Young has trouble being understood because he


speaks an African-American dialect that is similar to, but not the same as ebonies.


But Young's words at today's hearing cast doubts on that contention, and one of his attorneys said


there are no communication problems.


"We seem to understand each other just fine," said Hastings.
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IN BRIEF


Suspect in quadruple


slaying enters plea


The third of three defendants to be arraigned in a


quadruple homicide pleaded innocent Friday to


charges that carry a potential death sentence.


A June 6 trial date was set for 19-year-old Terrell


Young.


Co-defendant Donte Johnson, 19, is set to go


before a jury on July 5. Another suspect, Sikia Smith,


18, is scheduled to be tried March 15. Both have also


pleaded innocent to murder, burglary, robbery,


kidnapping and conspiracy charges. All trials are


scheduled to be heard by District Judge Joseph


Pavlikowski.


The three are charged in connection with the Aug.


14 slayings of Jeffrey Charles Biddle, 19; Tracey


Gorringe, 20; Matthew Mowen, 19; and Peter


Talamantez, 17.


The four were bound with duct tape then shot in a


home near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


The killers made off with about $240 and a small


amount of drugs, prosecutors allege.


According to police and prosecutors, Young and


Smith have confessed and have implicated Johnson.

Johnson has said in televised interviews that he


couldn't possibly have been the killer, in part because


the murders took place at a time when he is normally


asleep.


Two private attorneys had asked the judge to be


appointed to Young's case because they claimed they


could communicate with him in a dialect unique to


blacks. The judge refused the request.


Police ID teen slain


in North Las Vegas


A teen-ager killed nearly a week ago in North Las


Vegas has been identified as Daniel Lagos, 1 7.


Lagos was shot in the chest on Sunday at 12:30


a.m. in the 3400 block of College View Court, at


Pecos Road and Cheyenne Avenue. Witnesses told


police that a teen-age boy believed to be the shooter


was seen leaving the scene. The Clark County


coroner's office on Friday did not where Lagos lived.


Anyone with information on the crime is asked to


call police at 633-9111 or Secret Witness at
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Slayings suspect's confession will stand


By Bill Gang


<gang@Iasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Eighteen-year-old Sikia Lafayet te Smith, one of three teenagers charged in the robbery and execution


slayings of four men over a couple of hundred dollars last summer, has lost his courtroom bid to


have his confession to police ruled inadmissible.


The ruling leaves the possibility of the death penalty for Smith ifhe is convicted of murder at his


April 26 trial.


But it also may signal the possibility that his case could end in a plea bargain as soon as Friday,


when Smith is scheduled to return to District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski's courtroom.


Prosecutors and defense attorneys said such a deal could occur because Smith is not believed to be


the gunman who executed the four in August 1998 after turning up the volume on a stereo to hide the


noise of the shots.


A plea bargain may require a sentence that would ensure a life in prison and Smith's testimony


against the two other defendants in the case.


After a brief hearing Wednesday, Pavlikowski ruled that Smith apparently understood his


constitutional right to remain silent when he gave a tape-recorded statement to police after his arrest.


Smith read the required Miranda warning aloud from a card provided by police, Metro Homicide


Detective James Buczek testified.


But defense attorneys Pete Christiansen Jr. and Tony Sgro argued that Smith has only a


seventh-grade education and may not have comprehended what he was reading. They added that


Smith's waiver of his rights was not part of the tape recording.


Deputy District Attorney Robert Daskas countered that there is no legal requirement that a


defendant 's consent to speak to police be recorded, and the judge agreed.


The trial for the second defendant in the case, 19-year-old Terrell Cochise Young, is set for June 21.


Police have said that he also gave a statement admitting his involvement in the quadruple murder.


A July 6 trial is set for the third defendant, Donte Johnson, 19, who prosecutors have said was the


triggerman.


The four victims, who were bound with duct tape and shot in the head, were Jeffrey Biddle, 19,


Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17.


Smith and Young said they were told by a fourth man who is not charged that perhaps $6,000 in cash


and a quantity of drugs were in the home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave., near Tropicana Avenue and


Nellis Boulevard.


But the defendants told police that only $240 in cash was found.
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According to the statements of Smith and Young, the four were killed because they knew Johnson


and the fourth man, and the victims might have retaliated for the robbery if allowed to live.


Return to the referring page.
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Teen to go on trial in June for murder


By Ed Koch


<koch@lasvegassun.com>
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A June 14 trial date has been set for one of three teenagers charged in the robbery/execution-style


slayings o f four men last August.


However, District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski was asked Tuesday for a second time to consider a


motion to have ruled as inadmissible a confession Sikia Lafayette Smith, 18, gave to Metro Police


about the killings.


Pavlikowski said he would to rule on the request later this week.


The Smith trial had been set to start Monday. The trial for the second defendant in the case,


19-year-old Terrell Cochise Young, is set for June 21. A July 6 trial is set for the third defendant,


Donte Johnson, 19, who prosecutors have alleged was the triggerman.


Police have said Young also gave a statement to police admitting his involvement in the quadruple


murder.


The teenagers could get the death penalty if  convicted. Other options could be life sentences with or


without the possibility o f parole.


Four men -- Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17


-- died in the August 1998 execution-style slaying. They had been bound with duct tape and shot in


their heads.


At Tuesday's hearing defense attorney Tony Sgro argued that because Smith already had an attorney


in relation to drug charges to which he had pleaded guilty, police should have attempted to contact


his lawyer before getting the taped confession.


At a prior hearing Pavlikowski ruled that Smith apparently understood his constitutional right to


remain silent when he gave his tape-recorded statement to police. Sgro had argued before that ruling


that Smith, who had a seventh-grade education, did not understand what he read.


In their confessions, Smith and Young reportedly stated that they were told by a fourth man who is


not charged in the crime that $6,000 in cash and a quantity o f drugs were in the home at 4825 Terra


Linda Ave., near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


But the defendants told police that only $240 in cash was found.


According to the statements of Smith and Young, the four were killed because they knew Johnson


and the fourth man and might have retaliated for the robbery.
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IN BRIEF


Police seek witness


in quadruple slaying


Las Vegas police are looking for a witness to the slaying of


four young men in August.


Homicide Sgt. Ken Hefner said police want to talk to Charla


Cheniqua Severs, 20, who goes by the nickname La-La. Severs is


the girlfriend ofDonte Johnson, arrested in connection with the


Aug. 14 quadruple slaying.


"She has previously testified," Hefner said. "We need to talk


to her again."


Johnson was charged with four counts ofmurder stemming


from the deaths ofLas Vegans Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey


Gorringe, 20; Matthew Mowen, 19; and Peter Talamantez, 17.


The four were tied up with duct tape then shot.


The bodies were found in a home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave.,


near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard. Johnson was


arrested at an apartment complex adjacent to the crime scene.


Also arrested were Terrell "Red" Cochise Young, 19, and


Sikia Lafayette Smith, 18, both ofLas Vegas.


Police said the killings were motivated by a robbery that


netted the suspects $240 and a small amount ofdrugs.


Dust levels reach


unhealthful levels


For the seventh time this year, Clark County Health District


officials on Friday reported that levels ofdust in the Las Vegas


Valley were more than allowed under federal standards.
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IN BRIEF


Police seek.witness


in quadruple slaying


Las Vegas police are looking for


a witness to the slaying of four


young men in August.


Homicide Sgt. Ken Hefner said


police want to talk to Charla Cheni-

qua Severs, 20, who goes by the


nickname La-La. Severs is the girl-

friend of Donte


Johnson, ar-

rested in con-

nection with the


Aug. 14 qua-

druple slaying.


MShe has

previously testi-

fied," Hefner


said. "We need ,


to talk to her


again."


SEVERS Johnson was


charged with


four counts of murder stemming


from the deaths of Las Vegans Jef-

frey Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe,


20; Matthew Mowen, 19; and Peter


Talamantez, 17. The four were tied


up with duct tape then shot.


The bodies were found in a


home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave.,


near Tropicana Avenue and Nellis


Boulevard. Johnson was arrested


at an apartment complex adjacent '


to the crime scene.


Also arrested were Terrell "Red"


Cochise Young, 19, and Sikia


Lafayette Smith, 18, both of Las Ii


Vegas.
 ?


Police said the killings were mo-

tivated by a robbery that netted the


suspects $240 and a small amount


of drugs.
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First
of
three
young defendants goes on
trial
in


slayings o ff our


By Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


Jury selection was to continue today in the murder trial of one of three teenagers charged in the


robbery and execution-style slayings of four young men last August.


Prosecutors are seeking the death penalty for 18-year-old Sikia Lafayette Smith, although he is not


alleged to be the triggerman in the slaying of the four during what was supposed to be a holdup to


get several thousand dollars in cash and a large quantity of drugs.


Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17, were killed.


A small quantity of drugs and only $240 in cash were actually in the home.


Evidence at the trial will include a statement Smith gave to police allegedly implicating himselfin


the murders of the four men, who were bound in duct tape and shot in their heads.


Terrell Cochise Young, 19, who is scheduled to stand trial June 21 for his role in the murders, also


gave a statement to police detailing his involvement.


In their statements, Smith and Young said they were told by a fourth man, who is not charged, that


perhaps $6,000 in cash and a quantity of drugs were in the home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave., near


Tropicana Avenue and Nellis Boulevard.


Authorities said they also implicated 19-year-old Donte Johnson, who is alleged to be the man who


fired the fatal shots after the volume was turned up on a stereo system to mask the noise of the gun.


According to the statements of Smith and Young, the four were killed because they knew Johnson


and the fourth man.
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A jury of three blac ks and nine whites took their seats this morning to hear opening arguments in the


murder trial of Sikia Smith in the exec ution-style slaying of four young men last August.


Before arguments began Smith's attorneys c hallenged the prosec ution's dec ision to dismiss a blac k


woman from the 12-memberjury.


Defense attorney Peter Christiansen Jr. argued that Smith, who is blac k, is entitled to a jury of his


peers and the exc lusion of blac ks from that panel violates his right. Of the four jurors exc luded by


the prosec ution, he pointed out, two were blac k.


Pavlikowski disagreed, saying that prosec utors noted that one exc luded juror admitted she may not


have been able to c onsider the death penalty and admitted she was swayed more toward


rehabilitation than punishment.


Prosec utors are seeking the death penalty for the 18-year-old Smith although he is not alleged to


have been the one who ac tually shot the four vic tims.


Donte Johnson, 19, is c harged with being the triggerman who fired bullets into the heads of four


duc t-taped men who had been robbed of $240 on Aug. 14. Johnson is sc heduled to stand trial next


month and also fac es the death penalty if c onvic ted, as does a third defendant, 19-year-old Terrell


Coc hise Young. Young's trial is sc heduled to begin next week in Pavlikowski's c ourtroom.


Statements to polic e by Smith and Young after their arrests indic ated the suspec ts believed that


perhaps $6,000 in c ash and a quantity of drugs were in the house on Terra Linda Avenue near Nellis


Boulevard and Tropic ana Avenue, where the killings took plac e.


Although a fourth man was alleged to have been involved, no other arrests have been made.


In their statements to Metro homic ide detec tives, Smith and Young indic ated that the fourth man had


provided the information that led to the ill-fated robbery.


Smith had said the fourth man told them that "if we were going to go over there and do what we're


going to do, that they would have to be killed bec ause the guys knew where he lived and everything


and knew Donte, too."


When the defendants returned to the home of the fourth man, ac c ording to the statements, he was


angry bec ause there were no drugs in the home. While Guymon c onfirmed that autopsy reports


showed there were drugs in the systems of the four vic tims, only a small quantity of drugs was found


in the home.
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Las Vegas SUN


June 17, 1999


Friend of victims describes crime scene


By Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


A friend of four young men who were bound with duct tape and executed with bullets to the head


told the jury at Sikia Smith's murder trial of discovering the grisly scene after the Aug. 14 massacre.


Justin Perkins, his voice cracking with emotion, told of opening the door of his friends' home more


than half a day after the shooting to see their bodies lying in pools of blood. Perkins said he called


their names and vainly looked for signs of life.


He recalled for the jury in District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski's courtroom how the men's puppies


scampered outside, leaving red tracks with their blood-soaked feet.


When paramedics arrived Perkins said they entered the home on Terra Linda Avenue, near Nellis


Boulevard and Tropicana Avenue, but quickly retreated.


Perkins said he demanded to know why they weren't helping the four victims -- Jeffrey Biddle, 19,


Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17 -- but was told simply,


"They're dead."


Perkins was the first witness at the trial of the first of three defendants charged in the murders. All


are facing the possibility of the death penalty, although prosecutors have said that only 19-year-old


Donte Johnson fired the fatal bullets.


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon told the jury during opening statements that Smith, Johnson


and 19-year-old Terrell Cochise Young were equally responsible for the execution-style slayings that


were the planned conclusion to a well-orchestrated robbery.


Guymon said the plan clicked along with near military precision, with Young holding a gun on the


men while Johnson bound them with tape and Smith ransacked the home looking for $6,000 in cash


and a cache of drugs that they believed were there.


But the promise of "an easy score" based on the boasting of one of the eventual victims wasn't


fulfilled. The killers left with about $240, a VCR and perhaps a video game system, Guymon said.


Smith's palm print was found on the VCR that was recovered when Metro Police conducted a raid a


few days later on the home on Everman Drive, where Johnson was living.


Guymon told jurors a satchel holding guns and duct tape was recovered from the home, along with a


pair of black pants with splatters of blood belonging to one of the victims.


The prosecution's case against Smith, 19, centers around the confession he gave to police after his


September arrest, detailing the conspiracy and the murders.


The defense in the case, according to attorney Tony Sgro, is that Smith is an "idiot."


Not an "idiot" in the common vernacular, Sgro noted, but in the clinical psychological sense.
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He described Smith as a "mentally retarded -- foolish follower" manipulated by Johnson, whom he


described as "evil," into joining the team on the deadly quest.


Sgro told the jury that Smith's father was never around because he had been incarcerated for murder


and his mother was a crack addict who turned over the raising of the defendant to his grandmother.


"He is weak and feeble-minded and can't distinguish right from wrong," Sgro said. "And ifhe does,


he can't resist."


Guymon countered that while Smith "may be mentally retarded, he knew right from wrong."


Metro Homicide Detective Thomas Thowsen testified that when he interviewed Smith and helped


obtain the confession he saw "nothing to indicate he was retarded."


Deputy District Attorney Robert Daskas said he expects the state to rest its case today after the jury


listens to Smith's confession.


Guymon said that in the confession Smith admitted he and the others didn't wear masks because


"they each knew the ultimate outcome -- that they were going to kill these kids."


Return to the referring page.
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Mental ability of suspect at issue


A defense attorney says his client, accused in an August


quadruple slaying, is a mildly retarded follower.


By Peter O'Connell


Review-Journal


A defense attorney did not deny Wednesday that capital murder


defendant Sikia Smith participated in the August robbery in which


four young men were bound and executed.


Instead, attorney Tony Sgro told jurors the case will turn on


psychological evidence regarding his client's mental abilities.


He asked jurors to consider whether Smith had the ability to


formulate an intent to commit these crimes and whether Smith knew


right from wrong.


Sgro said Smith is mildly retarded, evidences brain damage


dating from birth, suffers from attention-deficit disorder and used


PCP on the night of the slayings. He said a psychologist will testify


that Smith belongs to a class of people known as "idiots."


"This case is about an individual who is a foolish follower," said


Sgro, who never explicitly acknowledged his client participated in


the fatal robbery.


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon spent little of his


opening statement on the mental capacities of the 18-year-old


defendant.


He allowed that Smith may well be mildly retarded. But he said


Smith was intelligent enough to converse meaningfully with officers


during his lengthy confession.


"He knew right from wrong," Guymon said.


The prosecutor spent the bulk of his opening statement discussing


the crime and the role Smith is alleged to have played in it.


Smith and two other men have been charged in the Aug. 14


slayings of Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe, 20; Matthew


Mowen, 19; and Peter Talamantez, 17.


The three older men lived in the home at 4825 Terra Linda Ave.,


where Talamantez was a visitor. Each victim was bound with duct


tape and shot once in the back of the head.


Terrell Cochise Young and Donte Johnson, both 19, await
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separate capital murder trials in District Court. Johnson is accused of

pulling the trigger.


But Guymon said all three defendants played an integral role in


the robbery, which he said was hatched after Mowen purchased some


crack cocaine from Johnson in late July. Mowen told Johnson he kept


large sums of money at his home.


"At that moment the seed is planted," Guymon said.


He said Johnson recruited Young and Smith, and the three men


planned the crime, each accepting a particular role.


Young was to hold the victims at gunpoint, while Johnson taped


their hands and feet, Guymon said. Smith's task was to search the


home for the cash.


The trio gathered guns, tape and other items and went to the


home on Terra Linda.


"They don't bring masks, because they're going to kill the kids.


They're not going to leave any witnesses," Guymon said.


Two of the young men were quickly bound and placed shoulder


to shoulder on the living room floor.


"Nearly hog-tied, as though these kids were animals," Guymon


said.


The third resident soon came home, and was promptly bound and


laid beside his friends. When Talamantez arrived a short while later,


he was tied up and placed in an adjoining room.


After searching for more than an hour, the three robbers prepared


to leave with the loot -- about $200 and a VCR, Guymon said.


Before they left, Johnson shot each victim in the back of the


head, starting with Talamantez. "One of the boys whimpered or


cried," the prosecutor said Smith told police.


Authorities found Johnson's fingerprint on a cigar box at the


scene. When they arrested Johnson, they found a VCR with Smith's


palm print on it, Guymon said.


Prosecutors called several law enforcement witnesses


Wednesday. Testimony resumes before District Judge Joseph


Pavlikowski this afternoon.


In his opening statement, Sgro told jurors the defense will call


psychologists, possibly even a psychiatrist, who will discuss Smith's


mental capacities.


He said the mental maladies Smith was dealt at birth were


exacerbated throughout his formative years. His father was


incarcerated in connection with a killing, and his mother abused


crack, Sgro said.


Page 2 of3

http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_  home/1999/Jun-17-Thu-1999/news/11390263.hffir'I22/99


017CORA0000336

62
AA09088

http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_
http://www.lvrj.com/cgi-bin/printable.cgi?/lvrj_


11390263.html at www.lvrj.com 

The end result was a young man whose weak and feeble mind


could not distinguish between right and wrong, the attorney said.


Sgro said his client's weaknesses were exploited by Johnson, whom


he described as a natural leader.


"Donte Johnson is an individual who is evil," he said.


One expert interviewed Wednesday said the defense of

diminished mental capacity rarely is intended to gain an acquittal.


Rather, it generally is intended to convince a jury that the


defendant is not guilty of first-degree murder, said Christopher


Slobogin, a professor of law and affiliate professor of psychiatry at


the University of Florida.


"The goal is not to acquit the guy completely. What they are


doing is going all out to avoid the death penalty," said Slobogin,


co-author of "Psychological Evaluations for the Court," a handbook


for mental health professionals and lawyers.


This story is located at:


htt_ p://www.lvrj.com/lvrj home/1999/Jun-17-Thu- l 999/news/11390263.html
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Gary Thompson/Revi

ew-Journal 

...., fendant Sikia Smith listens to opening statements Wednesday in 

capital murder trial in District Court. He is one of three men 

charged in a quadruple homicide. 

tc\11\qq


·Merltal ability of


suspect at issue


· A defense attorney says his client,


accused in an August quadruple


staying, is a mildly retarded follower.


By Peter O'Connell


Review-Journal


A defense attorney did not deny Wednesday


that capital murder defendant Sikia Smith par·


ticipated in the August robbery in which four


young men were bound and executed.


Instead, attorney Tony Sgro told jurors the


case will turn on psychological evidence regard- ..


ing his client's mental abilities.


He asked jurors to consider whether Smith


had the ability to formulate an intent to commit


these crimes and whether Smith knew right


from wrong.


Sgro said Smith is mildly retarded, evidences


brain damage dating from birth, suffers from


attention-deficit disorder and used PCP on the


night of the slayings. He said a psychologist will


testify that Smith belongs to a class of people


known as "idiots."


Please see TRIAlJ2B


017CORA0000338

64
AA09090



I


:Tr ia l


From 1B 

-"This case is about an individu- 

al who is a foolish follower," said 

Sgro, who never explicit!Y_  ac- 

knowledged his client participat- 

ed in the fatal robbery. 

Deputy District Attorney Gary


Guymon spent little of his open- 

ing statement on the mental ca-

pacities of the 18-year-old


defendant.


He allowed that Smith may


well be mildly retarded. But he


said Smith was intelligent


enough to conver~e m e~ g fu lly

with officers dunng his lengthy


, confession.


· "He knew right from wrong,"


, Guymon said. 

The prosecutor spent th~ built


of his opening statement d is~ s - 

ing the crime and the ro!e ~mith


is alleged to have played m it.


Smith and two other men have


been charged in the Aug. 14 slay-

ings of Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey


Gorringe, 20; Matthew Mowen,


19· and Peter Talamantez, 17.


The three older men lived in


the home at 4825 Terra Linda


1 

Ave. where Talamantez was a


·, visit~r. Each victim was bo~ d

with duct tape and shot once m


the back of the head.


Terrell Cochise Young and


Donte Johnson, both 19, await


separate capital murder trials in


' District Court. Johnson is ac-

·, cused ofpulling the trigger.


: But Guymon said all three


defendants played an integral 

role in the robbery, which he said 

was hatched after Mowen pur- 

chased some crack cocaine from 

Johnson in late July. Mowen told 

Johnson he kept large sums of 

money at his home. 

"At that moment the seed is 

planted," Guymon said. .


He said Johnson recruited


Young and Smith, 9:11d the three


men planned the cnme, each ac-

cepting a particular role. . .


Young was
to
hold the
victims


at
gunpoint,
while
Johnson
taped 

their hands and feet, Guymon 

said. Smith's task was to search 

the home for the cash. 

The trio gathered guns, tape 

and
other
items
and
went to the 

home
on
Terra
Linda.


"They don't bring mas~ , be-

cause they're going to kill the


kids. They're not going to_  leave


any witnesses," Guymon said.


Two of the young men were


quickly bound and placed shoul-

der to shoulder on the living


room floor.


"Nearly hog-tied, as though


these kids were animals," Guy-

mon said. 

The third resident soon came 

home, and was promptly bound 

and laid beside his friends. Wh~n 

Talamantez arrived a short while 

later, he was tied up and placed 

in an adjoining room. 

After searching for more than 

an hour, the three robbers pre- 

pared to leave with the loot - 

about $200 and a VCR, Guymon 

said. 

Before they left, Johnson shot 

each victim in the back of the 

head starting with Talamantez. 

"One' of the boys whimpered or 

cried," the prosecutor said Smith


told police. ,


Authorities found Johnson s


fingerprint on a cigar box at the


scene . When they arrest_ ed


Johnson, they found a VCR with


Smith's palm print on it, Guymon


said.


Prosecutors called several law

enforcement witnesses Wednes-

day. Testimony resumes _ before

District Judge Joseph Pavlikows-

ki this afternoon.

In his opening statemen~, Sgro ·


told jurors the defense will call


psychologists, possib~y ev:en a


psychiatrist, who ~i~l discuss


Smith's mental capacities. .


He said the mental maladies


Smith was dealt at birth were ex-

acerbated throughout his f?rma-

tive years. His fat_ her ~as mc~r-

cerated in connection with a kill-

ing and his mother abused


cra~k, Sgro said.


The end result was a young


man whose weak and feeble mind


could not distinguish between


right and wrong, the attorney


said. Sgro said his client's weak-

nesses were exploited by


Johnson, whom he described as a


natural leader.


"Donte Johnson is an individu-

al who is evil," he said. . J


One expe rt in te rv iewed '


Wednesday said the defense of t


diminished mental capacity rare- 

1


ly is intended to gain an


acquittal. . .


Rather, it generally lS intended


to convince a jury that the defen-

dant is not guilty of first-degree


murder, said Christopher Slo~og-

in a professor of law and affiliate


pr~fessor of psychiatry at the


University of Florida. .


"The goal is not to acqwt the


guy completely. What ther are


doing is going all out to avo~d the


death penalty," said Slobogm, co-

author of "Psychological Evalua-

tions for the Court," a handbook


for mental health professionals


and lawyers.
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Las Yeins SUN


June 18, 1999


Courthouse security increased after slaying


suspects threatened


By Bill Gang


<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


There has been a heightened state of security at the Clark County Courthouse since authorities


learned that a friend of the victims in a quadruple murder case wanted to avenge the killings.


Assistant District Court Administrator Rick Loop said that police in Idaho were informed that a


22-year-old man made threats against Sikia Smith and two other defendants in the murder case and


was headed for Las Vegas in a stolen Chevrolet.


A picture of the 5-foot-7, blue-eyed, blond-haired man has been distributed to bailiffs and security


personnel at the courthouse, Loop said.


"We're ready ifhe comes here looking for trouble," Loop said.


But he added that the man's criminal past, which involves alcohol and drug problems and a few


theft-related counts, does not include violence.


"I suspect that ifhe comes, he will see our scanning equipment and not bother," Loop said, referring


to the metal detectors and X-ray equipment that prevents weapons from being carried into the


courthouse.


Since prisoners housed in the Clark County Detention Center travel to and from the courthouse


through an underground tunnel, access to the three purported targets outside the courthouse would be


impossible.


If the man actually shows up and isn't driving a stolen car or carrying weapons, Loop said, he would


be permitted into the courthouse like any other citizen.


Smith's trial over his alleged role in the execution-style slayings of four men during a well-organized


robbery in August is expected to conclude next week in District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski's


courtroom.


The trial of the second defendant, Terrell Cochise Young, 19, would then begin. The trial of the


alleged triggerman, Donte Johnson, will be later this year.


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - , , . - . - - ..-
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Fourth suspect in deaths hasn't


been charged


Officials say they don't have enough evidence to charge a


Las Vegas man in a quadruple homicide.


By Peter O'Connell


Review-Journal


A fourth suspect in a quadruple homicide has not been charged


because authorities have no evidence to corroborate the statements of


those accused of participating in the crime.


"Legally, it's not enough," Deputy District Attorney Gary


Guymon said Thursday.


Guymon on Wednesday mentioned the fourth suspect, Todd


Armstrong of Las Vegas, during his opening statement in the capital


murder trial of Sikia Smith.


Guymon identified Armstrong as a suspect and told jurors the


young man could be prosecuted if more evidence becomes available.


In court Thursday, Guymon asked a homicide detective if police


had concluded their investigation into the Aug. 14 killings at 4825


Terra Linda Ave.


Detective Jim Buczek responded that police have arrested three


of the four suspects in the crime. He did not name the fourth suspect,


nor did he elaborate on the individual's alleged role.


But later in Buczek's testimony, prosecutors played an audio tape


of Smith's 18-minute confession.


In the statement, Smith told detectives the plot to rob the young


men at the Terra Linda home was hatched at Armstrong's house on


Everman Drive.


He said Armstrong and Donte Johnson, who is awaiting trial, said


large amounts of money and crack could be found in the home.


"Todd wanted the drugs," Smith said.


Armstrong warned that anyone present during the robbery would


have to be killed to prevent them from identifying those involved,


Smith said. He added that Armstrong predicted there would be two to


three people present at the house.


"They would have to be killed because the guys knew where he
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lived," Smith quoted Armstrong as saying.


Smith said he, Johnson and Terrell Young went to the Terra


Linda address, taped up four men and searched without much success


for loot. Before they left, Johnson fired a single bullet into the back


of each victim's head, he said.


Killed were Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew


Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17.


Smith said he and his two associates returned to Armstrong's


house after the slayings and told him what had happened. Smith told


detectives that Armstrong, who was living in a home owned by a


family member who had moved out of state, was angry they did not


return with drugs.


"He was pretty upset," said Smith, now 19.


Directory assistance had no listing for Armstrong, who has


denied any involvement in the crime.


Smith said Armstrong never went to the Terra Linda home with


the three defendants, either during a scouting run or during the actual


commission of the crime.


Guymon said authorities have no evidence against Armstrong


other than the comments of those who would be his co-defendants.


He said such statements are not sufficient grounds to arrest a person.


"There is no corroborating evidence," he said.


Prosecutors will continue presenting evidence in Smith's trial


before District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski this morning.


Defense attorneys have said they will call experts to testify about


their client's limited mental capacities. They say he is mildly


retarded, brain-damaged and unable to distinguish between right and


wrong.


In his statement to police three weeks after the killings, Smith's


words were not difficult to understand. He answered questions


without hesitation, showing little difficulty in recalling details of the


scene or other facts.


Young and Johnson, both 19, face capital murder trials in District


Court later this year.


Authorities said the three defendants netted less than $300 and a


VCR.


This story is located at:


htt.p://www.lvrj.com/lyrj home/1999/Jun-18-Fri-1999/news/11397111.html


For comment or questions, please email webmaster@lyrj.com
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Las Vegas SUN


June 18, 1999


Jury hears tape of suspect's statement to police


By Bill Gang


<gang@Iasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


A District Court jury that must decide Sikia Smith's fate over the execution slayings of four young


men heard the defendant almost casually admit he was part of the deadly plot.


Smith, 19, didn't take the witness stand but his unemotional voice, from a tape-recorded statement he


gave to police, was heard by the jury Thursday as part of the prosecution case.


As the tape recording was played, Smith sat quietly in District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski's


courtroom.


In the statement, Smith told how he and three other men planned the assault on a home where there


was supposed to be about $6,000 in cash and a quantity of drugs, although few drugs and only about


$200 was found.


Smith admitted that as the plans were finalized it was understood that everyone in the house would


have to be killed.


While he named four conspirators, including himself, only the three men who are alleged to have


participated in the fatal invasion have been charged. The fourth, a man Smith said he knew only as


"Todd," had directed the raid but was not present.


Police and prosecutors have indicated that the case is not closed and a fourth arrest is still a


possibility.


Metro Homicide Detective Thomas Thowsen asked Smith who first brought up the subject of


multiple murders and was told it was Todd.


"He said that if we were to go over here and do what we're gonna do, that they would have to be


killed because ... the guys knew, you know, where he lived and everything," Smith explained in his


statement.


"They knew Donte, too," Smith added, referring to 19-year-old Donte Johnson, who is alleged to


have fired single bullets into the heads of the four victims as they lay on the floor.


In his statement, Smith said he, Johnson and 19-year-old Terrell Cochise Young drove to the house


on Terra Linda Avenue, near Nellis Boulevard and Tropicana Avenue, and pulled their guns on a


young man who was watering the front lawn.


They took him inside where a second man was sitting in a chair, and Johnson held a pistol on them


while Young bound them with duct tape. Smith began searching for drugs and cash, the statement


said.


Young joined in the search, but Smith said, "We didn't find anything. Red found about two hundred


and something dollars and that was it."


Eventually two other men came to the house and they also were laid on the floor and duct tape was
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wrapped around their wrists and ankles.


Homicide Detective Jim Buczek asked Smith what happened when the unfruitful search was


completed and it was time to leave.


He replied that Johnson turned up the stereo "I guess to kill the sound of the gunfire ... and Donte,


the victim in the (dining room) he shot, he shot him ... and then he shot the other three victims ( in the


living room)."


Smith said that none of the four resisted the attack or spoke before they were executed.


Smith said that when the trio returned to Todd's home almost empty-handed and detailed the


murders, Todd was angry because the crack cocaine he believed was in the house had not been found.


Thowsen asked if Todd said anything about the murders and Smith replied simply, "No."


If Smith is convicted of first-degree murder for the deaths of the four victims -- Jeffrey Biddle, 19,


Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19 and Peter Salamantez, 17 -- the same jury will have to


decide if the appropriate sentence is life in prison with or without the possibility of parole or death


by lethal injection.


Although Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon said during opening statements Wednesday that a


VCR also was stolen in the robbery and was found at Todd's house with Smith's palm print on it,


Smith denied in his statement that anything other than cash was stolen.


Return to the referring page.


Las Vegas SUN main page


Questions or problems? Click here.
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Mental health experts off er


different meanings of 'idiot'


By Peter O'Connell


Review-Journal


Mental health experts for the prosecution and the defense offered


different answers Tuesday when asked whether capital murder


defendant Sikia Smith is an "idiot."


Dr. Tom Bittker, a Reno psychiatrist testifying for the


prosecution, said the term no longer is used in the medical field.


Years ago, it referred to a person with an IQ below 40. The category


was one step below "moron."


The term "idiot" still has a legal application. Criteria of this legal


definition include possession of a weak and feeble mind and an


inability to distinguish between right and wrong. The condition must


be present from birth.


Psychologist Marty Sapp, a member of the faculty at the


University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, told jurors Smith meets this


definition.


Testifying for the defense, Sapp did not dispute a prior witness


who said Smith has an IQ of 73, which places him in the category of

borderline mentally retarded.


But Sapp said Smith lacks the capacity to deal in abstraction. The


defendant exists entirely in the present, and his thoughts and actions


derive from his desire to experience pleasure.


"Essentially, at really any cost," Sapp testified.


He said these mental maladies are a life-long affliction. They


would still be present had someone spent $20 million on Smith's


education starting when the defendant was about 9 years old, Sapp


said.


"It wouldn't essentially change his mental abilities," Sapp said.


Bittker, a former director of the Arizona Division of Mental


Services, said Smith does not meet the legal definition of an idiot.


He said the defendant understands notions of morality. Asked to


define "betrayal," Smith replied, "If you make a commitment, and


you break a promise."
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Bittker said Smith functions at a level far beyond that which a


true idiot could ever attain. "He knows right from wrong," he said.


Smith, 19, is the first of three men to be tried in the Aug. 14


slayings of Jeffrey Biddle, 19; Tracey Gorringe, 20; Matthew


Mowen, 19; and Peter Talamantez, 17.


Each victim was bound with duct tape and shot once in the back


of the head at 4825 Terra Linda Ave. The robbers made off with less


than $300 and a VCR.


Terrell Cochise Young and Donte Johnson, both 19, await


separate capital murder trials in District Court. Johnson is accused of


pulling the trigger.


Bittker said he asked Smith how it happened that the victims


were killed.


"I guess things just started going wrong," he said Smith replied.


The psychiatrist said he asked Smith how he felt when the


killings occurred.


"I didn't feel nothing. It was already done," he said Smith replied.


Defense witnesses testified that Smith was raised in a chaotic


environment, the son of a crack addict and a prison inmate.


The trial is scheduled to resume today before District Judge


Joseph Pavlikowski on Wednesday morning.


This story is located at:


http://www.lyrj.com/lvrj home/1999/Jun-23-Wed-1999/news/11427049.html


For comment or questions, please email webmaster@lyrj.com
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Attorneys argue over expert


witness


By Peter O'Connell


Review-Journal


A district judge this morning will decide whether the case of

capital murder defendant Sikia Smith will go to a jury.


Closing arguments in the case are scheduled to begin this


morning, but District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski first will address


defense attorneys' objections to a prosecution witness.


Psychologist Louis Mortillaro testified Wednesday that Smith is


not mentally retarded and does not meet the legal definition of an


"idiot." Portions of his testimony contradicted defense witnesses.


"It was extremely damaging," attorney Tony Sgro told the judge.


Sgro said defense attorneys learned after Mortillaro testified that


he has been retained to represent Donte Johnson, one of their client's


co-defendants in the August slaying of four young men.


Johnson and Terrell Young, both 19, await separate capital


murder trials in District Court later this year.


Johnson is accused of being the trigger man in the slayings of

Jeffrey Biddle, 19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and


Peter Talamantez, 17.


Each victim was bound with duct tape and shot once in the back


of the head at 4825 Terra Linda Ave. The robbers made off with less


than $300 and a VCR.


Because he has been retained by Johnson's defense team,


Mortillaro has an inherent bias against Smith, Sgro argued.


Defense attorneys are seeking a mistrial or an order barring jurors


from considering Mortillaro's testimony.


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon told Pavlikowski that


prosecutors were forced to scramble to find a psychologist who could


testify in rebuttal of a surprise defense witness.


Guymon said he met Mortillaro in a parking lot early Wednesday


morning for less than two minutes to supply him with relevant


reports.
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Guymon said that during this briefmeeting, he learned Mortillaro


had been retained by the Special Public Defender's Office, which


represents Johnson.


Guymon said the psychologist told him he had conducted only


two tests on Johnson. The prosecutor said he told the witness he did


not want to discuss Johnson's case with him.


Pavlikowski ordered prosecutors to have Mortillaro present in


court this morning.


This story is located at:


http://www.lyrj.com/lvrj home/1999/Jun-24-Thu-1999/news/11435450.html


For comment or questions, please email webmaster@lyrj.com
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Judge rejects mistrial in slayings case


By Bill Gang 

<gang@lasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN 


Closing arguments were scheduled for today in the


trial of Sikia Smith on charges he participated in the


execution-style murders of four young men.


District J udge J oseph Pavlikowski rejected a motion

for a mistrial over the testimony from a Las Vegas


psychologist who was the last witness in the


two-week trial. 


Dr. Louis Mortillaro testified as a prosecution


witness against Smith. He has also been retained


as a defense expert for 19-year-old Donte J ohnson,


the alleged triggerman and one of two other


defendants in the high-profile murder case.


Because of the apparent conflict, defense attorneys


Peter Christiansen J r. and Tony Sgro asked


Pavlikowski to declare a mistrial or at least order


that Mortillaro's testimony be removed from the


record. 


If that is the case, the jury would be instructed to


disregard the psychologist's conclusions and


prosecutors would be prohibited from mentioning


him in their closing arguments. 


Sgro argued this morning that had he known


Mortillaro was also working for one of the other


defendants in the case, he could have raised that


issue to test the psychologist's credibility or tried to


keep the psychologist from testifying at all. Since he


couldn't do that, he believes there should be a


mistrial. 


Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon said that


whether Mortillaro was working both sides of the


case is immaterial and irrelevant. The judge agreed. 


Page 1 o f 3


Credit Problems?


Obtain a no-deposit


VlSA credit card.


IVISA II DK


patcelne.com


A irline T ickets

at Great P rices!


Name Your Own Price

snd
Savet

Enter
City H
 I G_g,


http://www.lasvegassun.com /sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705  39 .htm l ?Donte+J ohnsfJf6 0/99


017CORA0000353

77
AA09103

http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705
http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/archives/1999/jun/24/5089705


Las Vegas SUN: Judge rejec u _.1istrial in slay... 

The judge was told that while Donte J ohnson was


tested by a staff member of Mortillaro's, the


psychologist himself has not seen the test results


nor interviewed J ohnson and had no personal


information that would prove to be an actual conflict. 


Mortillaro interviewed Smith earlier this week at the


Clark County Detention Center. 


Mortillaro disputed the defense contention that


Smith, 19, is mentally handicapped and was


manipulated into participating by those who planned


the robbery and murder. 


The psychologist testified that from his examination


of Smith in the Clark County Detention Center, he


concluded the defendant knew right from wrong and


understood the consequences of his behavior. 


He added that Smith's IQ likely was higher than the


73 established by another psychologist, because


standard IQ tests tend to be biased against blacks. 


Although Smith is not alleged to have actually shot


the victims, prosecutors are seeking the death


penalty for him.


J ohnson, 19, is charged with being the one who


fired bullets into the heads of four duct-taped men


who had been robbed of $240 on Aug. 14. He is


scheduled to stand trial later this year and faces the


possibility of the death penalty if convicted, as does


a third defendant, 19-year-old Terrell Cochise


Young. Young's trial was postponed Wednesday


until Aug. 30.


The victims have been identified as J effrey Biddle,


19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and


Peter Talamantez, 17.


Statements to police by Smith and Young after their


arrests indicated they believed that perhaps $6,000


in cash and a quantity of drugs were in the house


on Terra Linda Avenue, near Nellis Boulevard and


Tropicana Avenue. 


Although a fourth man was alleged to have been


involved, no other arrest has been made.


In their statements to Metro homicide detectives,


Smith and Young indicated that the fourth man had


provided the information that led to the ill-fated


robbery. 
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Closing arguments in murder


trial focus on man's state of


mind


The attorneys for Sikia Smith say he lacks mental capacity


to form criminal intent.


By Peter O'Connell


Review-Journal


Closing arguments in the capital murder trial of Sikia Smith on


Thursday sounded more than a little bit like Psychology 101.


Discussing the evidence in the trial that began June 16, attorneys


for the prosecution and the defense reviewed at length the testimony


of mental health experts.


Defense attorney Pete Christiansen told jurors the case boils


down to a simple question: Should a mentally retarded, natural-born


follower be held responsible for the actions of others?


Christiansen and fellow defense attorney Tony Sgro recited the


mental maladies with which they say their client, charged in an Aug.


14 quadruple homicide, is afflicted.


They said he is mildly retarded and evidences organic brain


damage. His IQ of 73 is classified as borderline retarded.


In addition to a learning disability, Smith suffers from a disorder


that prevents him from forming close relationships with others. This


is the natural result of a child growing up the son of a crack addict


and a prison inmate, they argued.


The defense attorneys said their client is not guilty of the most


serious charges against him because he lacks the mental capacity to


form the necessary criminal intent.


Deputy District Attorney Robert Daskas termed much of the


expert testimony "psychobabble."


He said Smith knew from the start he couldn't mount a defense


on the facts of the case.


In his taped statement to police, Smith said he knew that people


were going to die when he and two friends went looking for drugs


and money at 4825 Terra Linda Ave.


He said each of the four young men was bound with duct tape,
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placed face down on the floor and executed with a single shot to the


back of the head. Killed in the Aug. 14 robbery were Jeffrey Biddle,


19, Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez,


17.


The defendant's girlfriend, a reluctant witness, admitted Smith


left empty-handed that night and came back the following day with a


VCR. When authorities located the VCR, they found Smith's palm


print on it.


And because the killings occurred during a robbery in which


Smith participated, he is just as guilty as the one who pulled the


trigger, Daskas said.


Daskas said Smith realized a psychological defense was his only


hope.


The robbers made off with less than $300, a VCR and a


Nintendo. Two other men -- Terrell Young and the accused


triggerman, Donte Johnson, both 19 -- await separate capital murder


trials in District Court.


Jurors deliberated about 90 minutes without arriving at a verdict


Thursday afternoon. They are to resume their deliberations this


mormng.


Prior to closing arguments Thursday afternoon, District Judge


Joseph Pavlikowski denied a defense request for a mistrial.


Defense attorneys had objected to the testimony of psychologist


Louis Mortillaro, who on Wednesday testified for the prosecution


that Smith is not mentally retarded and does not meet the legal


definition of an "idiot."


Sgro said defense attorneys learned after Mortillaro testified that


he has been retained to testify on behalf of Johnson.


This story is located at:


http://www.lyrj.com/lvrj home/1999/Jun-25-Fri-1999/news/11442691.html


For comment or questions, please email webmaster@lyrj.com
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Las Vegas SUN


June 25, 1999


Sikia Smith convicted in four slayings


By Bill Gang


<gang@Iasvegassun.com>


LAS VEGAS SUN


It took a District Court jury just three hours of deliberations to convict 19-year-old Sikia Smith of

first-degree murder for his part in the execution slayings of four young men.


There actually was never a question that Smith was involved in the carefully orchestrated robbery in


August that was supposed to net about $6,000 and a cache of drugs.


Smith admitted his involvement in a statement to Metro Police homicide detectives several days later.


The question for the jury in District Judge Joseph Pavlikowski's courtroom was whether Smith was


mentally impaired to the point where he did not understand right from wrong or the consequences of


his actions.


The jury today said Smith knew what he was doing.


The same jury will meet next week for a penalty hearing to determine if Smith should be executed by


lethal injection or sent to prison for life with or without the possibility of parole.


The defense had argued that Smith's mental limitations meant he could not be held accountable for


the murders, but also offered jurors something of a compromise by suggesting a second-degree


murder verdict might be appropriate.


Again the jury said, No.


During closing arguments Thursday, Deputy District Attorney Gary Guymon pointed the jury to


Smith's tape-recorded confession in which he admitted he and others involved in the case plotted the


holdup and conceded that the victims would have to be killed because they knew the bandits.


The four victims were bound with duct tape and laid out on the floor of the home near Nellis


Boulevard and Tropicana Avenue while the bandits ransacked the place looking for cash and drugs.


In the end, only about $200 in cash and a few pills were found.


But before the robbers left, a bullet was fired into the head of each victim -- Jeffrey Biddle, 19,


Tracey Gorringe, 20, Matthew Mowen, 19, and Peter Talamantez, 17 -- by the triggerman Smith


identified as 19-year-old Donte Johnson.


He and 19-year-old Terrell Cochise Young are awaiting their own murder trials later this year.


Prosecutors are seeking the death penalty against each.
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