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IN RE: PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT  
JOSEPH B. IARUSSI 
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 Petitioner. 

) 
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) 
) 
) 
) 
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           Case No. _______________ 

 )  
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RECORD OF REINSTATEMENT PROCEEDINGS,  
PLEADINGS AND TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN RE: REINSTATEMENT OF 
JOSEPH B. IARUSSI
NEVADA BAR NO. 9284. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CASE SUMMARY FOR
RECORD ON APPEAL

1. Summary of Nature of the Case.

Joseph B. Iarussi (“Iarussi”), Bar No. 9284, was suspended from the 

practice of law on October 23, 2020, for one (1) year by the Nevada Supreme 

Court.  Iarussi had tendered a Conditional Guilty Plea involving a disciplinary 

Complaint which had the State Bar of Nevada had filed against him.  

On or about September 27, 2021, Iarussi filed a Petition for Reinstatement 

to the practice of law.

On December 8, 2021, a Formal Hearing Panel of the Southern Nevada 

Disciplinary Board (“Reinstatement Panel”) considered the petition and 

recommended that Iarussi be reinstated to the practice of law pursuant to Supreme 

Court Rule (“SCR”) 116 (Reinstatement).  

///

///
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2. Number of Grievances included in Case.

Two (2) grievance files.  However, in exchange for Iarussi’s guilty plea in 

the disciplinary matters, the State Bar recommended that the Southern Nevada 

Disciplinary Board dismiss two (2) other pending grievance files as part of a 

global settlement.  Those files subsequently were dismissed by a Screening Panel.

One (1) disciplinary matter dealt with Iarussi’s guilty plea in the Eighth 

Judicial District Court to possession of a controlled substance, a felony in 

violation of NRS 453.336. Accordingly, he violated Rule of Professional 

Conduct (“RPC”) 8.4(b) (Misconduct: Criminal conduct) by committing a 

criminal offense which adversely reflected on his fitness as a lawyer.

In a separate disciplinary matter, Iarussi violated RPC 1.4 

(Communication) and RPC 1.15 (Safekeeping Property) by depositing settlement 

funds obtained on behalf of a minor into a bank account not approved as a trust 

account, waiting several years to petition a court for compromise of the minor’s 

claim and deposit the funds into a blocked account, and failing to communicate 

with the minor’s representatives regarding the status of the case despite requests 

for such information.

///

///
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3. Rules of Professional Conduct.

The Formal Hearing Panel which considered Iarussi’s the Conditional 

Guilty Plea in 2020 concluded that he violated the following Rules of 

Professional Conduct (“RPC”): 

1. RPC 1.4 (Communication);

2. RPC 1.15 (Safekeeping Property); and

3. RPC 8.4(b) (Misconduct: Committing a criminal that reflects adversely 

on the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other 

respects). 

4. Summary of the Recommendation. 

The Reinstatement Panel recommended that:

Iarussi should be reinstated to the practice of law, with the following 

conditions: 

1. Probation for one (1) year from the time of reinstatement; 

2. During the probationary period, required to submit to drug and/or 

alcohol tests within twenty-four (24) hours of a request to do so by the 

Office of Bar Counsel; 

///

///
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3. Required to pay all costs associated with his reinstatement proceedings 

as required by Supreme Court Rules, including administrative costs of 

$2,500 required in reinstatement matters pursuant to SCR 120 (Costs) 

and the actual costs of the disciplinary proceeding, within ninety (90) 

days of issuance of the Order reinstating him to the practice of law.

DATED this 21st day of January, 2022. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
     Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel    
  

By: _________________________
Phillip J. Pattee, Assistant Bar Counsel
Nevada Bar No. 4021

     3100 W. Charleston Blvd., Suite 100
     Las Vegas, Nevada 89102

(702) 382-2200   
Attorney for State Bar of Nevada
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING HEARING PANEL CHAIR was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
2. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
3. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this  21st  day of October, 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF 

TELEPHONIC INITIAL CASE CONFERENCE was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
2. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
3. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this 22nd day of October, 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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Case No. SBN21-99142 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

IN RE: PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT

JOSEPH B. IARUSSI
Nevada Bar No. 9284,  

Petitioner.

)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

SCHEDULING ORDER

Pursuant to Rule 17 of the Disciplinary Rules of Procedure (“DRP”), on Tuesday, October 

26, 2021, at 9 a.m., Jacob J. Villani, Esq., the Formal Hearing Panel Chair, met telephonically with 

Phillip J. Pattee, Esq., Assistant Bar Counsel, on behalf of the State Bar of Nevada, and Respondent, 

pro se to conduct the Initial Conference in this matter.   

During the Case Conference the parties discussed disclosures, discovery issues, the potential 

for resolution of this matter prior to the hearing, a status conference, and the hearing date.

The parties agreed to the following: 

1. The parties consent to service by electronic means of all documents pursuant to SCR

109(2), NRCP 5, and DRP 11(b)(3) with the understanding that all documents need to be submitted 

by 5:00 p.m. to be file stamped timely.

2. The parties stipulate that venue is proper in Clark County, Nevada.

3. The Formal Hearing for this matter is hereby set for one (1) day starting at 9:00

a.m. on December 8, 2021, and shall take place via Zoom.
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4. On or before November 17, 2021, the parties shall serve a Final Designation of 

witnesses expected to testify and exhibits expected to be presented at the Formal Hearing in this 

matter, pursuant to SCR 105(2)(d), DRP 17(a) and DRP 21.  

All documents disclosed shall be bates stamped, the State Bar will use numerical exhibit 

designations and Respondent will use alphabetical exhibit designations, pursuant to DRP 17. All 

documents need to be submitted by 5:00 p.m. to be file stamped timely. 

5. On November 30, 2021, at 2:00 p.m., the parties shall meet telephonically with 

Panel Chair, Jacob J. Villani, Esq., for the Pre-hearing Conference.  Any pending issues, including 

pending Motions, will be addressed at the Pre-hearing Conference.  

Pursuant to DRP 23, at the Pre-hearing conference (i) the parties shall discuss all matters 

needing attention prior to the hearing date, (ii) the Chair may rule on any motions or disputes 

including motions to exclude evidence, witnesses, or other pretrial evidentiary matter, and (iii) the 

parties shall discuss and determine stipulated exhibits proffered by either the State Bar or 

Respondent as well as a stipulated statement of facts, if any.

6. The parties stipulate to waive SCR 105(2)(d) to allow for the formal appointment of 

the remaining hearing panel members. 

Based on the parties’ verbal agreement to the foregoing during the telephonic Initial 

Conference and good cause appearing, IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated this ____ day of November, 2021. 

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

         By: ____________________________________ 
Jacob J. Villani, Esq. 
Hearing Panel Chair
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing SCHEDULING 

ORDER was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
2. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
3. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this 1st day of November 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Sonia Del Rio, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING FORMAL HEARING PANEL was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
 

2. Shemilly Briscoe, Esq.: shemilly@briscoelawgroup.com  

3. Dr. Benjamin S. Lurie: drlurie@theneckandbackclinics.com; nexnbaxdoc@gmail.com 

4. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
 

5. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this 1st day of December, 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing FINDINGS 

OF FACT was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Adam Vander Hayden (Respondent’s Counsel): adam@duidoctor.com  

2. Phil J. Pattee, Esq. (Assistant Bar Counsel): philp@nvbar.org    

DATED this 17th day of December 2021. 
        
  ______________________________ 

Tiffany Bradley, an Employee 
of the State Bar of Nevada 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing RECORD 

ON APPEAL was placed in a sealed envelope and sent by certified mail in Las Vegas, Nevada, 

postage fully prepaid thereon for certified mail addressed to: 

Adam M. Vander Hayden, Esq. 
6590 South Rainbow Blvd., Suite 110 
Las Vegas, NV 89118 
Counsel for Petitioner 

DATED this 21st day of January 2022. 

______________________________ 
Tiffany Bradley, an Employee 
of the State Bar of Nevada 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
 
 
 

IN RE: PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT  
JOSEPH B. IARUSSI 
            Nevada Bar No. 9284,                                             
 
 Petitioner. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

      
           Case No. _______________ 

 )  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME II 
 
 

RECORD OF REINSTATEMENT PROCEEDINGS,  
PLEADINGS AND TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Phillip J. Pattee, Esq.              Adam M. Vander Hayden, Esq.  
Nevada Bar No. 4021     Nevada Bar No. 10462 
State Bar of Nevada     6590 South Rainbow Blvd.    
3100 W. Charleston Blvd., Ste. 100   Suite 110 
Las Vegas, NV 89102     Las Vegas, NV 89118  
Counsel for the State Bar of Nevada   Counsel for Petitioner  
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STATE BAR OF NEVADA 

 SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
 

JOSEPH B. IARUSSI 
Nevada Bar No. 9284 

File No.: SBN21-99142 
 

REINSTATEMENT HEARING 
December 8, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom 

 
INDEX OF DOCUMENTS 
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Order Appointing Hearing Panel Chair 
Filed September 30, 2021  ........................................................................................................ SBN 026-027 
 
Notice of Telephonic Initial Case Conference  
Filed October 22, 2021  ............................................................................................................ SBN 028-029 
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PANEL 
Jacob J. Villani, Esq., Panel Chair 

Shemilly A. Briscoe, Esq., Panel Member 
Dr. Benjamin S. Lurie, Lay Member 

  
Phillip J. Pattee, Esq.       Joseph B. Iarussi 
Bar Counsel        Petitioner    

  
Tiffany Bradley         
Hearing Paralegal         
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Rule 116.  Reinstatement. 
      1.  Order of supreme court required.  An attorney suspended as discipline for more than 
6 months may not resume practice unless reinstated by order of the supreme court. 
      2.  Procedure for reinstatement.  Petitions for reinstatement by a suspended attorney shall 
be filed with bar counsel’s office, which shall promptly refer the petition to the chair of the 
appropriate disciplinary board. The chair or vice chair shall promptly refer the petition to a hearing 
panel, which shall, within 60 days after referral, conduct a hearing. An attorney may be reinstated 
or readmitted only if the attorney demonstrates by clear and convincing evidence the following 
criteria, or if not, presents good and sufficient reason why the attorney should nevertheless be 
reinstated or readmitted: 
      (a) Full compliance with the terms and conditions of all prior disciplinary orders; 
      (b) The attorney has neither engaged in nor attempted to engage in the unauthorized practice 
of law during the period of suspension; 
      (c) Any physical or mental disability or infirmity existing at the time of suspension has been 
removed; if alcohol or other drug abuse was a causative factor in the attorney’s misconduct, the 
attorney has pursued appropriate treatment, has abstained from the use of alcohol or other drugs 
for a stated period of time, generally not less than one year, and is likely to continue to abstain 
from alcohol or other drugs; 
      (d) The attorney recognizes the wrongfulness and seriousness of the misconduct resulting in 
the suspension; 
      (e) The attorney has not engaged in any other professional misconduct since suspension; 
      (f) Notwithstanding the conduct for which the attorney was disciplined, the attorney has the 
requisite honesty and integrity to practice law; and 
      (g) The attorney has kept informed about recent developments in the law and is competent to 
practice. 
      Within 60 days after the hearing concludes, bar counsel shall file the record of the proceedings, 
together with the panel’s findings and recommendation, with the supreme court. Receipt of the 
record shall be acknowledged in writing by the supreme court clerk. 
      The attorney or bar counsel shall have 30 days from the date the supreme court acknowledges 
receipt of the record within which to file an opening brief or otherwise advise the court if he or she 
intends to contest the hearing panel’s findings and recommendations. If an opening brief is filed, 
briefing shall thereafter proceed in accordance with NRAP 31(a). Extensions of time to file briefs 
are disfavored and will only be granted upon a showing of good cause. The parties shall not be 
required to prepare an appendix, but rather shall cite to the record of the reinstatement proceedings. 
If no opening brief is filed, the matter will be submitted for decision on the record without briefing 
or oral argument. 
      3.  Bar counsel to appear.  In proceedings for reinstatement, bar counsel shall represent the 
state bar and submit any evidence and produce any witnesses relevant to the petition. Prior to the 
hearing, bar counsel may make a lawful request for information consistent with the requirements 
for admission under S.C.R. 51. 
      4.  Tender of costs in advance.  Petitions for reinstatement under this rule shall be 
accompanied by an advance cost deposit of $1,000 to cover anticipated costs of the reinstatement 
proceeding. 
      5.  Decision on reinstatement; conditions.  If the attorney does not meet the burden of 
proof to justify reinstatement, the petition shall be dismissed by the hearing panel. If the attorney 
meets the burden of proof, the hearing panel’s recommendation for reinstatement shall be entered. 
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Reinstatement shall be conditioned upon the attorney’s payment of the costs of the proceeding, 
restitution to parties injured by the petitioner’s misconduct, including the Clients’ Security Fund, 
any further conditions deemed appropriate by the panel, and such proof of competency as may be 
required by the supreme court, which proof may include certification by the bar examiners of the 
successful completion of an examination for admission to practice subsequent to the date of 
suspension or disbarment. If an attorney has been continuously suspended for 5 years or more at 
the time a petition for reinstatement is filed, irrespective of the term of suspension initially 
imposed, successful completion of the examination for admission to practice shall be a mandatory 
condition of reinstatement. 
      6.  Successive petitions.  A petition for reinstatement under this rule shall not be filed within 
1 year following an adverse judgment on a petition for reinstatement filed by the same attorney, 
unless otherwise ordered by the court. 
      [Added; effective February 15, 1979; amended effective January 10, 2018.] 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING HEARING PANEL CHAIR was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
2. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
3. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this  21st  day of October, 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF 

TELEPHONIC INITIAL CASE CONFERENCE was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
2. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
3. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this 22nd day of October, 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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Case No. SBN21-99142 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

IN RE: PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT

JOSEPH B. IARUSSI
Nevada Bar No. 9284,  

Petitioner.

)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

SCHEDULING ORDER

Pursuant to Rule 17 of the Disciplinary Rules of Procedure (“DRP”), on Tuesday, October 

26, 2021, at 9 a.m., Jacob J. Villani, Esq., the Formal Hearing Panel Chair, met telephonically with 

Phillip J. Pattee, Esq., Assistant Bar Counsel, on behalf of the State Bar of Nevada, and Respondent, 

pro se to conduct the Initial Conference in this matter.   

During the Case Conference the parties discussed disclosures, discovery issues, the potential 

for resolution of this matter prior to the hearing, a status conference, and the hearing date.

The parties agreed to the following: 

1. The parties consent to service by electronic means of all documents pursuant to SCR

109(2), NRCP 5, and DRP 11(b)(3) with the understanding that all documents need to be submitted 

by 5:00 p.m. to be file stamped timely.

2. The parties stipulate that venue is proper in Clark County, Nevada.

3. The Formal Hearing for this matter is hereby set for one (1) day starting at 9:00

a.m. on December 8, 2021, and shall take place via Zoom.
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4. On or before November 17, 2021, the parties shall serve a Final Designation of 

witnesses expected to testify and exhibits expected to be presented at the Formal Hearing in this 

matter, pursuant to SCR 105(2)(d), DRP 17(a) and DRP 21.  

All documents disclosed shall be bates stamped, the State Bar will use numerical exhibit 

designations and Respondent will use alphabetical exhibit designations, pursuant to DRP 17. All 

documents need to be submitted by 5:00 p.m. to be file stamped timely. 

5. On November 30, 2021, at 2:00 p.m., the parties shall meet telephonically with 

Panel Chair, Jacob J. Villani, Esq., for the Pre-hearing Conference.  Any pending issues, including 

pending Motions, will be addressed at the Pre-hearing Conference.  

Pursuant to DRP 23, at the Pre-hearing conference (i) the parties shall discuss all matters 

needing attention prior to the hearing date, (ii) the Chair may rule on any motions or disputes 

including motions to exclude evidence, witnesses, or other pretrial evidentiary matter, and (iii) the 

parties shall discuss and determine stipulated exhibits proffered by either the State Bar or 

Respondent as well as a stipulated statement of facts, if any.

6. The parties stipulate to waive SCR 105(2)(d) to allow for the formal appointment of 

the remaining hearing panel members. 

Based on the parties’ verbal agreement to the foregoing during the telephonic Initial 

Conference and good cause appearing, IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated this ____ day of November, 2021. 

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

         By: ____________________________________ 
Jacob J. Villani, Esq. 
Hearing Panel Chair
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing SCHEDULING 

ORDER was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
2. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
3. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this 1st day of November 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Sonia Del Rio, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING FORMAL HEARING PANEL was served by electronic mail to:  

1. Panel Chair – Jacob J. Villani, Esq.: jacob.villani@clarkcountyda.com 
 

2. Shemilly Briscoe, Esq.: shemilly@briscoelawgroup.com  

3. Dr. Benjamin S. Lurie: drlurie@theneckandbackclinics.com; nexnbaxdoc@gmail.com 

4. Petitioner – Joseph B. Iarussi:  josephiarussi@icloud.com 
 

5. Assistant Bar Counsel – Phil J. Pattee, Esq.: philp@nvbar.org   

 
DATED this 1st day of December, 2021. 

 
 

By: ________________________________  
Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
the State Bar of Nevada.  
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DECLARATION OF CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS 
 

 TIFFANY BRADLEY, under penalty of perjury, being first duly sworn, declares and says 

as follows: 

1. That Declarant is employed as a Hearing Paralegal for the Office of Bar Counsel of 

the State Bar of Nevada and in such capacity is the custodian of records for the State 

Bar of Nevada;  

2. That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada membership records regarding 

Respondent Joseph B. Iarussi, Nevada Bar number 9284 and has verified that he was 

first licensed to practice law in the State of Nevada on October 6, 2005. 

3. That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada membership records and 

confirmed Respondent is currently suspended. 

4. That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada discipline records regarding 

Respondent and has verified that he has the following prior discipline: 

• December 13, 2018 – Letter of Reprimand for violation of RPCs 1.3, 3.4 and 8.1. 
 

• October 23, 2020 – Supreme Court Order, Suspension for one year for violation for 
RPCs 1.4, 1.15 and 8.4(b). 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Dated this 7th  day of December, 2021. 

       
         

By: ___________________________ 
          Tiffany Bradley, Hearing Paralegal 
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