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1. Attorney Karlon Kidder, Esq. (“Respondent”), Bar No. 11622, is currently an 

active member of the State Bar of Nevada and at all times pertinent to this complaint had his 

principal place of business for the practice of law located in Washoe County, Nevada.  

2. Deborah Zelinski initiated a probate matter in the Second Judicial District Court 

regarding her deceased friend Rhonda Mitchell (the “Mitchell probate matter”).  Zelinski filed 

the initial documents, including a Petition for Letters of Administration, in pro per. 

3. Zelinski used the services of document preparer “For the People” for the initial 

documents in the Mitchell probate matter.  When she needed additional assistance, “For the 

People” referred her to Respondent. 

4. On October 28, 2020 Zelinski appeared in pro per at a hearing on her Petition.  

The Court stated that the hearing had not been properly noticed, and therefore, continued it 

until December 1, 2020. The Court noted that the December 1 hearing must be properly 

noticed. 

5. Respondent and Zelinski entered in a retainer agreement on or about October 

29, 2020 for representation of Zelinski in the Mitchell probate matter.   

6. Zelinski paid Respondent a total of $2,000 which would be billed against at an 

hourly rate of $300 per hour.   

7. Respondent filed a Notice of Appearance in the probate matter on November 2, 

2020. 

8. Respondent failed to properly notice the December 1, 2020 hearing. 

9. Ms. Mitchell’s daughters (the “Daughters”) also appeared at the December 1, 

2020 hearing. 

10. On December 1, 2020, the Daughters filed an Objection to Zelinski’s Petition and 

a Counterpetition. 
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11. On December 4, 2020 the Probate Commissioner issued a Recommendation that 

Zelinski’s Petition be denied without prejudice and that the Counterpetition be denied because 

it did not set forth qualifications for the suggested appointment. 

12. The December 4, 2020 Recommendation advised that any renewed Petition be 

filed and served no less than 5 days before it was submitted to the Court. 

13. On December 30, 2020, the daughters filed a Petition to be appointed Special 

Administrators and sought to admit a 1998 Will that supported their request. 

14. Respondent failed to file an objection to the Daughters’ second Petition. 

15. On January 6, 2021, the Daughters submitted their Petition. 

16. On January 14, 2021, Respondent met with Zelinski to discuss (i) filing a specific 

petition to accomplish her goals in the probate matter (a “Heggstad Petition”) and (ii) an 

opposition to the Daughters’ second Petition. 

17. On January 15, 2021, Respondent filed the Heggstad Petition. 

18. On January 15, 2021 the Court entered an order granting the Daughters’ petition 

and appointing them Co-Administrators of the estate. 

19. On January 18, 2021, Respondent filed an Opposition to the Daughters’ petition 

that was already granted. 

20. On January 18, 2021, Zelinski was informed directly that the Court had 

appointed the Daughters as Co-Administrators. 

21. Respondent met with Zelinski on January 19, 2021.  Zelinski terminated the 

representation that same day. 

22. Respondent provided Zelinski with a detailed invoice for work performed which 

indicated she should be refunded $420 from the advance she paid on fees.  Respondent 
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provided Zelinski with a check for $420 and asked her to hold it for a few days so that he could 

transfer funds to pay the check. 

23. On January 19, 2021, Respondent filed a Substitution of Counsel replacing 

himself with Zelinski in pro per. 

24. Second Judicial District Court Rule 23 requires any attorney that has appeared 

in a matter to seek permission to withdraw from the representation, not simply file a document 

indicating the party will proceed in pro per. 

25. The Court continued to communicate with Respondent on behalf of Zelinski 

because the proper Motion to Withdraw was not filed. 

26. Zelinski retained new counsel, who then properly appeared in the Mitchell 

probate matter on January 26, 2021. 

COUNT ONE- RPC 1.1 (Competence) 

27. RPC 1.1 states “[a] lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. 

Competent representation requires the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation 

reasonably necessary for the representation.” 

28. In light of the foregoing paragraphs 2 through 26, Respondent violated RPC 1.1 

(Competence) when he failed to follow statutory requirements and the Court’s direction in the 

Mitchell probate matter.   

COUNT TWO- RPC 1.3 (Diligence) 

29. RPC 1.3 states “[a] lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in 

representing a client.” 

30. In light of the foregoing paragraphs 2 through 26, Respondent violated RPC 1.3 

(Diligence) when he failed to (i) follow statutory requirements in the Mitchell probate matter 

Kidder ROA - 207



and (ii) timely notice the December 1 hearing and (iii) timely file an opposition to the 

Daughters’ second Petition.   

COUNT THREE- RPC 1.16 (Declining or Terminating Representation) 

31. RPC 1.16 states, in relevant part: 

(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law requiring notice to or permission of a 
tribunal when terminating representation. When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a 
lawyer shall continue representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating the 
representation. 
 
 
32. In light of the foregoing paragraphs 2 through 26, Respondent violated RPC 1.16 

(Declining or Terminating Representation) when he failed to comply with WCDR 23 when 

terminating his representation of Zelinski.   

 

WHEREFORE, Complainant prays as follows: 

 1. That a hearing be held pursuant to Nevada Supreme Court Rule 105; 

 2. That Respondent be assessed the costs of the disciplinary proceeding pursuant 

to SCR 120; and 

3. That pursuant to SCR 102, such disciplinary action be taken by the Northern 

Nevada Disciplinary Board against Respondent as may be deemed appropriate under the 

circumstances. 

Dated this _______ day of September, 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
DANIEL M. HOOGE, Bar Counsel 

 
 

        By:  __________________________________ 
R. Kait Flocchini, Assistant Bar Counsel 
Nevada Bar No. 9861 
9456 Double R Boulevard 
Reno, Nevada  89521 
(775) 329-4100 

2nd
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1. Eric Stovall, Esq., Chair  

2. Kendra Bertschy, Esq., Vice-Chair 

3. Barth Aaron, Esq. 

4. Sarah Almo, Esq. 

5. Nathan Aman, Esq. 

6. Adam Cate, Esq. 

7. Marilee Cate, Esq. 

8. Travis Clark, Esq. 

9. Lucas Foletta, Esq.  

10. William Hanagami, Esq 

11. Scott Hoffman, Esq 

12. Caren Jenkins, Esq. 

13. Asher Killian, Esq. 

14. Katherine Lyon, Esq. 

15. John Nolan, Esq. 

16. Nicholas C. Pereos., Esq. 

17. Amos Stege, Esq. 

18. Michael Sullivan, Esq.. 

19. Jan T. Barker, Laymember 

20. Steve Boucher, Laymember 

21. Brian Duffrin, Laymember 

22. Deveron Feher, Laymember 

23. Lynda Goldman, Laymember 

24. Michael LaBadie, Laymember 

25. Timothy Meade, Laymember 
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26. Stephen Myerson, Laymember 

27. Sadiq Patankar, Laymember 

28. Richard Teichner, Laymember 

29. Brook M. Westlake, Laymember 

DATED this __ day of September 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
  Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel 
 
 

      By:  _____________________________________ 
R. Kait Flocchini, Assistant Bar Counsel 
9456 Double R Blvd., Ste. B 
Phone: (775) 329-4100 

2nd
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY E-MAIL  
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Order 

Appointing Hearing Panel Chair was served electronically upon: 

1. Karlon Kidder, Esq. – kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 
2. Kait Flocchini, Esq. – kaitf@nvbar.org 
3. Barth Aaron, Esq. - aaronesq@sbcglobal.net 

 
Dated this 30th day of September 2021. 

  

By: _____________________________ 
          Laura Peters, an employee of  
          the State Bar of Nevada 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY E-MAIL  
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Order 

Appointing Formal Hearing Panel Panel was served electronically upon: 

1. Karlon Kidder, Esq. – kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 
2. Kait Flocchini, Esq. – kaitf@nvbar.org 
3. Barth Aaron, Esq. - aaronesq@sbcglobal.net 
4. Nathan Aman, Esq. - naman@renonvlaw.com 
5. Michael LaBadie - mlab12770@gmail.com 

 
Dated this 18th day of October 2021. 

  

By: _____________________________ 
          Laura Peters, an employee of  
          the State Bar of Nevada 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY E-MAIL  
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Amended 

Scheduling Order was served electronically upon: 

1. Karlon Kidder, Esq. – kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 
2. Kait Flocchini, Esq. – kaitf@nvbar.org 
3. Barth Aaron, Esq. - aaronesq@sbcglobal.net 

 
Dated this 5th day of November 2021. 

  

By: _____________________________ 
          Laura Peters, an employee of  
          the State Bar of Nevada 
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1. Respondent’s Objection to Witnesses and Exhibits, served on November 17, 

2021 and the State Bar’s response thereto shall be addressed on the record at the Formal 

Hearing.  

2. The State Bar’s Exhibits 1-15 and 17 are admitted by stipulation of the parties.   

3. The State Bar withdraws Exhibit 16 because it is duplicative of Respondent’s 

admitted exhibits. 

4. Respondent’s Exhibits C, D, G, H, J, K, are admitted by stipulation of the 

parties.   

5. The State Bar’s objection to Respondent’s Exhibit B is overruled because the 

document is potentially useful for impeachment.  Exhibit B may be distributed to the Panel 

prior to the hearing. 

6. The State Bar’s objection to Respondent’s Exhibit L and Exhibit M is overruled 

because the documents are items to which judicial notice is proper.  Exhibit L and Exhibit M 

may be distributed to the Panel prior to the hearing. 

7. Respondent withdraws Exhibits A, E, F, and I. 

8. State Bar’s Exhibits 1-15 and 17 and Respondent’s Exhibits B, C, D, G, H, J, K, 

L and M and may be distributed to the Panel prior to the hearing.   

9. Respondent does not plan to call any witnesses. 

10. The Parties stipulated that (i) Respondent filed an Petition on behalf of Ms. 

Zelinski on January 15, 2021 and Ms. Zelinski retained new counsel no later than January 

26, 2021. 

11. The Formal Hearing in this matter will proceed via simultaneous audio/visual 

transmission, i.e. Zoom platform, because Governor’s Emergency Orders requiring all 

persons to be masked when indoors renders an in-person hearing less functional for (i) a 
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court reporter’s ability to transcribe the proceeding and (ii) the Panel’s assessment of any 

witness’s demeanor. 

Good cause appearing, IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated this   29th     day of November, 2021. 
 
     NORTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
 
 
 
     By:  Barth Aaron  
        

Barth Aaron, Esq.   
       Hearing Panel Chair 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY E-MAIL 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Order After 

Pre-Hearing Conference was served electronically upon: 

1. Karlon Kidder, Esq. – kjk@kidderlawgroup.com
2. Kait Flocchini, Esq. – kaitf@nvbar.org
3. Barth Aaron, Esq. - aaronesq@sbcglobal.net

Dated this 30th day of November 2021.

By: _____________________________ 
          Laura Peters, an employee of 
          the State Bar of Nevada 
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DECLARATION OF LAURA PETERS 
CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS 

 
 
 LAURA PETERS, under penalty of perjury, being first duly sworn, deposes and 

says as follows: 

That Declarant is employed as a paralegal for the discipline department of the 

State Bar of Nevada and in such capacity is the custodian of records for the State Bar of 

Nevada;  

That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada membership records 

regarding Respondent Karlon Kidder, Esq., Nevada Bar No. 11622, and has verified 

that he was admitted to practice law in the State of Nevada on May 5, 2010. 

Respondent was ordered to serve a one-year suspension with nine months stayed on 

January 7, 2016. The Order is attached hereto. 

Dated this 12th day of November 2021. 
 

. 
 
    

 ________________________________ 
  Laura Peters, Paralegal 

 Office of Bar Counsel 
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Return Of NEF

Recipients
DEBORAH
ZELINSKI

 - Notification received on 2020-09-16 12:44:13.781.
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Exhibit 5 
Kidder ROA - 250



Kidder ROA - 251



Kidder ROA - 252



Kidder ROA - 253



Exhibit 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 6 
Kidder ROA - 254



 

 

 

 1 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

Karlon J. Kidder, Esq. 
Bar No. 11622 
THE KIDDER LAW GROUP, LTD 
620 N Rock Blvd   
Sparks, NV 89431 

775-359-1936 Telephone 

775-359-1992 Facsimile   

kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 

 

Attorney for Petitioner,  

DEBORAH LOUISE ZELINSKI 

 

 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

                      IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 
 
 
 

 
In the matter of the Estate of  
RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL, 
 
                                                  Decedent 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Case No.:  PR20-00518 

 

NOTICE OF APPEARANCE 

 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Karlon J. Kidder, Esq. of the law firm, The Kidder 

Law Group, LTD., is hereby appearing as counsel of record for Petitioner, DEBORAH 

LOUISE ZELINSKI.   

  Please address all pleadings and correspondence to: 

  Karlon J. Kidder, Esq.   

  THE KIDDER LAW GROUP, LTD. 

  620 N. Rock Boulevard  

  Sparks, Nevada 89431 

  Telephone:  (775) 359-1936   

  Facsimile:   (775) 359-1992   

  e-mail:  kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 

 

  Dated this 29th day of October, 2020.   

/// 

/// 

/// 

F I L E D
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AFFIRMATION 

Pursuant to NRS 239B.030 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document, NOTICE OF 

APPEARANCE, does not contain the social security number of any person.  

     THE KIDDER LAW GROUP, LTD. 

 

_______________________ 
               KARLON J. KIDDER, ESQ. 
    NV Bar ID # 11622 
    620 N. Rock Blvd. 
    Sparks, Nevada 89431 
    (775) 359-1936  Telephone  
    (775) 359-1992  Facsimile 
    kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 
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Return Of NEF

Recipients
DEBORAH
ZELINSKI

 - Notification received on 2020-11-03 11:39:32.569.

KARLON KIDDER,
ESQ.

 - Notification received on 2020-11-03 11:39:32.591.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****

PROOF OF SERVICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING

A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  PR20-00518

Judge:

PROB. COMM. EDMUND J. GORMAN

Official File Stamp: 11-03-2020:11:36:31

Clerk Accepted: 11-03-2020:11:39:05

Court: Second Judicial District Court - State of Nevada

Civil

Case Title: ESTATE: RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL

Document(s) Submitted: Notice of Hearing

Affidavit of Mailing

Filed By: DEBORAH ZELINSKI

You may review this filing by clicking on the following link to take you to your cases.

This notice was automatically generated by the courts auto-notification system.

If service is not required for this document (e.g., Minutes), please disregard the below language.

The following people were served electronically:

KARLON J. KIDDER, ESQ. for DEBORAH
LOUISE ZELINSKI

The following people have not been served electronically and must be served by traditional
means (see Nevada Electronic Filing Rules.):

RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL
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IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 
 

In the Matter of the Estate of:    Case No. PR20-00518 
 
RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL,    Dept. PR 
 
      Deceased. 
_________________________________/ 
 

RECOMMENDATION FOR ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
On September 10, 2020, Deborah Zelinski filed a Petition for Letters of 

Administration1 (the “Petition”) seeking to prove a will of the Decedent, and for 

issuance of letters. The Petition was brought for a telephonic hearing on October 

28, 2020. At the hearing, Shawnan Bell and Jennifer Barco appeared and objected 

to the granting of the Petition. The matter was continued to December 1, 2020, to 

allow Shawnan Bell and Jennifer Barco to file a written objection, and to allow the 

hearing to be properly noticed in accordance with NRS 155.020(1)(b). Prior to the 

hearing on December 1, 2020, Shawnan Bell and Jennifer Barco filed, through 

 
1 Despite being titled a petition for letters of “administration”, the Petition alleges that the Decedent died testate, and so 
the Petition must be construed as a petition for letters testamentary. 

F I L E D
Electronically
PR20-00518

2020-12-04 05:38:00 PM
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Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 8191029
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counsel Courtney Miller-O’Mara, Esq., an Objection of Shawnan Bell and Jennifer 

Barco to Zelinski Petition for Probate of Will; Counterpetition to Appoint Shawnan Bell 

and Jennifer Barco as Special Administrators (the “Objection”). At the hearing, 

Deborah Zelinski appeared with her counsel, Karlon J. Kidder, Esq.; Shawnan Bell 

and Jennifer Barco appeared with their counsel, Courtney Miller-O’Mara, Esq. 

Based on the verified papers and pleadings on file, and argument taken at hearing, 

the Court finds as follows: 

 1. Rhonda Louise Mitchell passed away on May 30, 2020, a resident of 

Washoe County, Nevada, leaving real and personal property subject to 

administration within this county; 

 2.  Deborah Zelinksi failed to publish the notice of hearing on her petition, 

as required by NRS 155.020(1)(b); 

 3.   In the Petition, Ms. Zelinski alleges that the Decedent died testate, leaving 

a two-page will dated December 3, 2012, which is part of the document(s) filed with 

the Petition as Exhibit 2; 

 4.  At the hearing, Ms. Zelinksi, through counsel, argued that another 

document, dated August 23, 2019, and also included in Exhibit 2 to the Petition, 

was possibly the valid will of the Decedent; 

 5.   All the documents attached to the Petition as Exhibit 2 have been lodged 

with the Court, despite the fact that much of that 47-page document concerns the 

Decedent’s trust(s), and is not testamentary in character; 

 6.   The Court finds that the August 23, 2019 document, entitled “Last Will 

and Testament”, is not admissible on its face because, while it bears the signature 
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of two subscribing witnesses, it does not contain an attestation clause or a self-

proving affidavit executed by the witnesses; 

 7.  Further, the Court notes, without adjudicating the issue, that this 

document appears to be, at most, a codicil to a prior will, based on the document’s 

failure to revoke any prior wills, the use of the word “also” in its first dispositive 

provision, and the failure of the document to dispose of substantially all of the 

Decedent’s property. 

 8.   The two-page December 3, 2012 instrument is appended by a document 

of even date, entitled “Attestation Clause”2 which on its face refers to a “First Codicil 

to the Last Will and Testament of Rhonda Louise Mitchell, an instrument consisting 

of five (5) pages, this one included”. 

 9.  Exhibit 2 to the Petition does not contain any five- (or four-) page 

document entitled “First Codicil to the Last Will and Testament of Rhonda Louise 

Mitchell”. 

 10.  The Court therefore finds that the December 3, 2012 instrument also 

cannot be admitted because Ms. Zelinksi has not shown that it was signed by two 

subscribing witnesses.  

 11.   The Court finds that Deborah Zelinski has failed to proffer evidence to 

support an admissible will for probate, and has failed to properly notice this 

proceeding, and so the Petition must be summarily denied. 

 
2 See Petition, Exhibit 2, sixth page. The “Attestation Clause” document appears after the two-page December 3, 2012 
instrument, a single-page, unsigned “First Codicil to the Last Will and Testament of Rhonda Louise Barco”, and the 
single-page October 23, 2019 instrument subscribed by witnesses other than those whose names appear in the 
“Attestation Clause”. 
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12. While a certain 1998 will included in the Petition’s Exhibit 2 does appear

admissible on its face, no party has sought admission of this will. 

13. The Objection seeks appointment of either Shawnan Bell and Jennifer

Barco, Washoe County Public Administrator, Brandy Arroyo of Arroyo Consulting, 

or Guardianship Services of Nevada as special administrator. 

14. While the Objection states clear and compelling grounds for the

appointment of a special administrator, it does not set forth the qualifications of 

any of the suggested special administrators. Therefore, the Counter-Petition should 

be denied, without prejudice. 

14. While any interested person in this case may bring a petition (or a

renewed petition) for appointment of a special administrator, the Court will require 

proof of mailing of the petition on all other interested persons of the estate at least 

five days before submission to the Court for decision. If an objection to any such 

petition is filed, a hearing will be necessary and the Court will not grant letters ex 

parte. 

WHEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RECOMMENDED that the Petition for Letters of 

Administration is denied, without prejudice; Further, the counterpetition of 

Shawnan Bell and Jennifer Barco to appoint a special administrator is denied, 

without prejudice. 

DATED this ______day of _____________, 2020. 

IT IS SO RECOMMENDED.  

_______________________________ 
PROBATE COMMISSIONER 

4th  December
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3591
COURTNEY MILLER O’MARA, ESQ. 
Nevada Bar #10683 
FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C. 
7800 Rancharrah Parkway 
Reno, NV  89511 
Tel:  (775) 788-2200 
Email: comara@fclaw.com
Attorneys for Shawnan Bell 
and Jennifer Barco 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR THE 

STATE OF NEVADA AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

In the Matter of the Estate  

of 

RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL, 

Deceased. 

CASE NO. PR20-00518 

DEPT. NO. PR

PETITION TO APPOINT SHAWNAN BELL AND JENNIFER BARCO  AS SPECIAL 
ADMINISTRATOR 

COMES NOW, SHAWNAN BELL AND JENNIFER BARCO, by and through their counsel 

of record, FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C., and represents as follows: 

1. RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL fka RHONDA LOUISE BARCO (hereinafter 

referred to as “Decedent”) died on May 30, 2020, in Washoe County, Nevada and at that time was a 

resident of Washoe County, Nevada.  A copy of the death certificate is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

2. Decedent was unmarried and had two adult daughters at the time of her death. 

3. Petitioners are the two adult daughters of Decedent.  Both are adults and neither has 

been convicted of a felony.  

4.  As detailed in the December 1, 2020 opposition of Petitioners to the Zelinski petition 

for probate,  there are significant questions about Decedent’s estate planning documents that Deborah 

Zelinski lodged with the Court. Petitioners are investigating those facts in the personal capacities. 

5. The names, ages and residences of the heirs, next of kin, devisees and legatees of the 

F I L E D
Electronically
PR20-00518

2020-12-30 09:43:45 AM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 8223645 : yviloria
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Decedent as far as known to the Petitioners are as follows: 

Name Address Relationship to 
Decedent/Age 

Shawnan Bell 1014 Fox Hollow Trail 
Canton, GA 30113

Daughter/Adult 

Jennifer Barco 280 Fallen Leaf  
Fernley, NV 89408

Daughter/Adult 

Deborah Zelinski 6826 Quantum Ct. 
Sparks, NV 89436 

Alleged 
Devisee/Caregiver/Adult 

6. Pursuant to NRS 140.010(1), the Court shall appoint a special administrator if “there 

is a delay in granting letters testamentary or letters of administration, from any cause”.   

7.  Pursuant to NRS 140.020, the Court must appoint a person who satisfies the 

requirements of NRS 139.010, which Petitioners do.  Although Petitioner Bell resides outside 

Nevada, Petitioner Barco lives in Nevada and so the two can serve as co-administrators.  Further, the 

Court is to give priority to persons entitled to letters testamentary or to letters of administration. NRS 

140.020(3).  Petitioners are the nominated personal representatives under the 1998 Will, which 

should, in due course, be admitted to probate.  Additionally, if the Decedent had died intestate, they 

would be entitled to priority to serve as administrators, pursuant to NRS 139.040(b). 

8.  The powers and duties of a special administration include the obligation to “(a) Collect 

and preserve for the executor or administrator when appointed all the goods, chattels and receivables 

of the decedent, and all incomes, rents, issues, profits, claims and demands of the estate” and “(b) 

Take charge and management of the real property and enter upon and preserve it from damage, waste 

and injury.” NRS 140.040(1)(a) and (b).  A special administrator may also “Exercise such other 

powers as have been conferred by the order of appointment.” 140.040(2)(c). 

9.  Because the investigation of Decedent’s estate planning documents is ongoing and no 

will has been admitted to probate yet, a special administration is necessary and appropriate. As the 

Court noted in its December 4, 2020, Report and Recommendation, Ms. Zelinski’s petition failed to 

proffer sufficient evidence to support an admissible will for probate, in addition to other defect 

regarding notice. 

10. The approximate value of the estate is unknown, but includes real property and a 

Subaru automobile and is believed to be more than THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS 
Kidder ROA - 275



3 
17645977.3/054647.0001  

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

F
E

N
N

E
M

O
R

E
 C

R
A

IG
 

7
80

0
 R

a
n

ch
ar

ra
h

 P
a

rk
w

ay
R

en
o

, N
V

  8
95

0
1

T
el

: 
 (

77
5

) 
78

8
-2

20
0

F
a

x
: 

 (
77

5
) 

78
6

-1
1

77

($300,000.00). 

11.  The main asset of this Estate is real property located at 2130 Frisco Way in Sparks, 

Nevada, which is believed to have a value of close to $400,000.  

12.  Petitioners believe Decedent’s legitimate documents will have the ultimate legal effect 

of distributing the Estate’s assets to Decedent’s Trust and then to Ms. Bell and to Ms. Barco, the 

Decedent’s two daughters.  Petitioners investigation of the facts surrounding Decedent’s 2012 estate 

planning documents is ongoing.  

13.  The original 1998 Will has been lodged with the Court and includes a self-proving 

affidavit. A copy is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.  Such will nominates Petitioners to serve as personal 

representatives.   Such Will further indicates Decedent’s wish that her representatives serve without 

bond. 1998 Will at page 2. 

14.  Petitioners intend to petition the Court to admit the 1998 will to probate, separately.  

However, in the interim a special administrator is needed to protect and preserve the Estate’s assets.  

Most importantly, the Decedent is the owner of a real property that is subject to a reverse mortgage.  

It is in the best interest of all interested persons, whatever Decedent’s ultimate estate planning 

documents are proved to be, to sell this real property to minimize carrying expenses such as utilities 

and insurance and to pay off the deed of trust Decedent gave in connection with the reverse mortgage.  

Petitioners ask that the special administrator be authorized to sell the real property, subject to Court 

confirmation. Petitioners anticipate requesting that the proceeds of sale be placed in a locked account. 

15.  Further, Decedent’s real property is apparently occupied by some third person who 

has no rights to the Estate under any set of documents.  Counsel for Ms. Zelinski informed 

undersigned counsel that such person is not paying any rent for the privilege of residing at Decedent’s 

property.  Such occupancy poses a potential liability risk to the Estate and should be terminated 

promptly to permit the home to be marketed for sale and sold as requested in the previous paragraph. 

16.  Because Ms. Bell and Ms. Barco believe there may be a mortgage on the property, a 

special administrator is needed to communicate with the lender about pay-off terms.   

17.  Additionally, it is unknown whether Decedent’s automobile, a 2013 Subaru Forester 

(the “Subaru”), is being properly preserved.  Petitioners ask that the special administrator be 
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authorized to take possession of and sell the Subaru and place the proceeds in a blocked account. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioners pray: 

1. That the Court appoint Petitioners as Special Administrators of the Estate of 

Rhonda Louise Mitchell, deceased, to secure and protect the Decedent’s real property located at 2130 

Frisco Way in Sparks, Nevada, her automobile and personal belongings; as well as investigate the 

status of the mortgage, and to market and sell the real property, subject to court confirmation, and the 

Subaru, preserving the proceeds in a blocked account for the ultimate devisees or heirs. 

2. That the order provide specific authority for Decedent’s estate to pursue civil 

eviction remedies against any persons found to be occupying Decedent’s residence without a valid 

lease; 

3. That Special Letters of Administration issue to the Special Administrator upon 

their taking the oath of office as required by law; 

4. For such other and further orders as the Court may deem proper. 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document does not contain the social 

security number of any person. 

DATED: December 30, 2020. 

FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C. 

By:    /s/ Courtney Miller O’Mara  
Courtney Miller O’Mara (SBN 10683) 
7800 Rancharrah Parkway 
Reno, NV 89511 
Tel: (775) 788-2200 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that I am an employee of FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C., and that on this date, pursuant 

to NRCP 5 (b), I am serving a true copy of the foregoing PETITION TO APPOINT SHAWNAN 

BELL AND JENNIFER BARCO  AS SPECIAL ADMINISTRATOR on the parties set forth below 

by: 

Placing an original or true copy thereof in a sealed envelope placed 
for collection and mailing in the United States Mail, at Reno, 
Nevada, postage prepaid, following ordinary business practices 

Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested 

Via Facsimile (Fax) 

Placing an original or true copy thereof in a sealed envelope and 
causing the same to be personally Hand Delivered 

XX 
By Notice of Electronic Filing via the electronic filing system as 
maintained by the Court Clerk’s Office

addressed as follows: 

Via Electronic Filing: 

Karlon J. Kidder, Esq. 
The Kidder Law Group, Ltd. 
620 N. Rock Boulevard 
Sparks, NV  89431 
Attorney for Petitioner, 
Deborah Louise Zelinski

DATED: December 30, 2020. 

/s/  Anne Boessenecker Alley 
An employee of Fennemore Craig  
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INDEX OF EXHIBITS 

Exhibit 
No. Description 
1 Death certificate
2 1998 Will
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that I am an employee of FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C., and that on this date, pursuant 

to NRCP 5 (b), I am serving a true copy of the foregoing REQUEST FOR SUBMISSION on the 

parties set forth below by: 

Placing an original or true copy thereof in a sealed envelope placed 
for collection and mailing in the United States Mail, at Reno, 
Nevada, postage prepaid, following ordinary business practices 

Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested 

Via Facsimile (Fax) 

Placing an original or true copy thereof in a sealed envelope and 
causing the same to be personally Hand Delivered 

XX 
By Notice of Electronic Filing via the electronic filing system as 
maintained by the Court Clerk’s Office

addressed as follows: 

Via Electronic Filing: 

Karlon J. Kidder, Esq. 
The Kidder Law Group, Ltd. 
620 N. Rock Boulevard 
Sparks, NV  89431 
Attorney for Petitioner, 
Deborah Louise Zelinski

DATED: January 6, 2021. 

/s/  Anne Boessenecker Alley 
An employee of Fennemore Craig  
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2735 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

In the Matter of the Estate of: Case No. PR20-00518 

RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL, Dept. PR 

   Deceased. 
_________________________________/ 

ORDER APPOINTING SPECIAL CO-ADMINISTRATORS 

Upon submission of a verified Petition to Appoint SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER 

BARCO as Special Co-Administrators, representing as follows: 

1. That RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL fka RHONDA LOUISE BARCO died

on May 30, 2020, and at the time of her death was a resident of the County of 

Washoe, in the state of Nevada. 

2. That Petitioners are the two adult daughters of Decedent.  Both

Petitioners are willing to serve as Special Co-Administrators, are over the age of 

eighteen, neither has been convicted of a felony, and both are otherwise qualified to 

serve as Special Administrator of the Estate of RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL. 

F I L E D
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PR20-00518

2021-01-15 03:57:52 PM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 8250027
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3. That there are significant questions about Decedent’s estate planning

documents that DEBORAH ZELINSKI lodged with the Court, as noted in the Court’s 

December 4, 2020, Recommendation for Order Denying Petition for Letters of 

Administration.  

4. That DEBORAH ZELINSKI’S Petition for Letters of Administration,

which was previously denied by the Court, failed to proffer sufficient evidence to 

support an admissible will for probate, in addition to other defects regarding notice. 

5. That SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO require Letters of Special

Administration to be authorized to care for the property belonging to the Decedent. 

6. That adequate notice of this petition has been given to all interested

parties.1 

Therefore, based on the foregoing and good cause appearing, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Petition be GRANTED and that said SHAWNAN 

BELL and JENNIFER BARCO are appointed as Special Co-Administrators of the 

Estate of RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL; that Letters of Special Administration be 

issued to SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO, upon taking the oath of office, 

without bond.  SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO shall have and exercise all 

the powers and duties conferred by NRS 140.040.  

1 The Court’s Recommendation of December 4, 2020, which was confirmed by an order of December 30, 2020 provided: 
“The Court will require proof of mailing of the petition [for special administration] on all other interested persons of the 
estate at least five days before submission to the Court for decision.”  The Court notes that no proof of mailing was filed, 
but that counsel for Deborah Zelinski did receive notice via the Court’s e-Flex system.  While such notice is permissible 
under NRCP Rule 5, it is not sufficient for service under NRS 155.010.  Even so, recognizing that Ms. Zelinksi, through 
her counsel, has actual notice of the petition, and has not filed an objection, the Court waives further notice. 
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IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the specific relief requested in the 

Petition is GRANTED, to wit:  that SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO are 

authorized to sign the documents pertaining to the listing and sale of the Decedent’s 

residential real property, which sale shall thereafter be subject to Court 

confirmation pursuant to NRS Chapter 148. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that any money received by the estate of the 

Decedent shall be placed in a blocked estate account, or the attorney’s client trust 

account, until further order of the Court approving disposition of the funds. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the Estate, through the Special Co-

Administrators, has authority pursue civil eviction remedies against any persons 

found to be occupying Decedent’s residence at 2130 Frisco Way in Sparks, Nevada 

without a valid lease. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO 

shall file an account with the Court pursuant to NRS 140.080, within sixty (60) days 

of the date of this order, and annually thereafter. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER 

BARCO, as Special Co-Administrators, shall file an Inventory, Appraisement and 

Record of Value with the Court within one hundred-twenty (120) days pursuant to 

NRS 144.010.  
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IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO 

shall Petition the Court for administration, as appropriate, within one hundred-

eighty (180) days of the date of this Order, or, concurrently with the filing of a 

Petition for Confirmation of Sale of Real Property, whichever first occurs. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that SHAWNAN BELL and JENNIFER BARCO 

shall cause notice of entry of this Order to be served by mail upon the interested 

persons of the Estate.  

DATED this 15th day of January, 2021. 

IT IS SO RECOMMENDED.  

_______________________________ 
PROBATE COMMISSIONER 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

_______________________________ 
DISTRICT JUDGE 
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Karlon J. Kidder, Esq. 
Bar No. 11622 
THE KIDDER LAW GROUP, LTD 
620 N Rock Blvd   
Sparks, NV 89431 

775-359-1936 Telephone 

775-359-1992 Facsimile   

kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 

Attorney for Petitioner  

 

 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 
 

 
 
In the matter of the Estate of  
 
RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL, 
 
                                                  Decedent 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Case No.:  PR20-00518 

 

OBJECTION TO PETITION TO 

APPOINT SPECIAL ADMINISTRATORS 

 COMES NOW, DEBORAH ZELINSKI, by and through counsel, and objects to the Petition 

for Special Administration filed on December 30, 2020 and improperly submitted to the court on 

January 6, 2021, and hereby states as follows: 

1. On December 30, 2020, the Petitioners filed a Petition for special administration of the estate 

of RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL, the decedent, and requested that SHAWNAN BELL 

AND JENNIFER BARCO be appointed special administrators of the estate. 

2. The petitioners then improperly submitted their petition to the court on January 6, 2021. 

3. To the best knowledge of the objecting party this petition has not been set for hearing. 

4. DEBORAH ZELINSKI has concurrently filed a petition under NRS Chapter 164 in which she 

requests that the court take jurisdiction of THE RHONDA MITCHELL LIVING TRUST 

DATED DECEMBER 3, 2012 and for an order transferring the decedent’s property to the 

trust and under the authority of the successor trustee, who is DEBORAH ZELINSKI. 
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5. Ms. Zelinski has been operating as the successor trustee of the trust, has been administering 

the estate, taking care of the subject property, paying property taxes and final bills of the 

decedent, opening the instant case in this Court, and in every other way acting under the 

authority of the trust and the other (flawed) testamentary documents. 

6. The petition filed by Ms. Bell and Barco should not be granted because there does not exist 

any need for special administration. The subject property has been cared for, out of the pocket 

of Ms. Zelinski and there is now a current and valid petition to dispose of that property by its 

transfer to the trust. 

7. Ms. Bell and Ms. Barco continue to make false allegations against Ms. Zelinski, regarding the 

validity of the trust(s) and will(s). Ms. Zelinski did not even know she was a 

beneficiary/trustee/executrix until approximately a week prior to the decedent’s passing last 

May, and most if not all of the estate documents were drafted years ago. Ms. Zelinski has no 

ill-will toward Ms. Bell or Ms. Barco and only wishes to carry out the wishes of the decedent. 

8. The decedent clearly intended to disinherit her daughters, and now they are attempting to 

become special administrators of the estate.  

9. Despite the above, Ms. Bell and Ms. Barco have been given significant assets of the decedent 

both by way of being Pay on Death Beneficiaries of property held by the decedent and by Ms. 

Zelinski voluntarily giving them personal property of the decedent. 

  WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays for an Order of this Court that: 

 1.  The petition for special administration be denied; 

 2.  For Ms. Zelinksi’s concurrent petition under Chapter 164 to be granted 

 3.  Such other orders as the Court may deem just and proper. 
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Dated this 14th day of January, 2021 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document, Petition, does not contain 

the social security number of any person.  

     THE KIDDER LAW GROUP, LTD. 

 

_______________________ 
               KARLON J. KIDDER, ESQ. 
    NV Bar ID # 11622 
    620 N. Rock Blvd. 
    Sparks, Nevada 89431 
    (775) 359-1936 Telephone  
    (775) 359-1992 Facsimile 
    kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 
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3370 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

In the Matter of the Estate of: Case No. PR20-00518 

RHONDA LOUISE MITCHELL, Dept. PR 

   Deceased. 
_________________________________/ 

ORDER OVERRULING OBJECTION TO PETITION TO APPOINT SPECIAL 
ADMINISTRATORS 

DEBORAH ZELINSKI filed her Objection to Petition to Appoint Special Administrators 

on January 18, 2021 (the “Objection”).  This Court had already granted the Petition 

to Appoint Special Administrators on January 15, 2021, following due notice to Ms. 

Zelinski as ordered by the Court.  The Court therefore finds the Objection was not 

timely filed.  Accordingly, the objection is OVERRULED.  

DATED this 16th day of February, 2021.  

IT IS SO RECOMMENDED. 
_______________________________ 
PROBATE COMMISSIONER 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
_______________________________ 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

F I L E D
Electronically
PR20-00518

2021-02-17 03:18:22 PM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 8299380
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Laura Peters, certify that I am a citizen of the United States, over 18 years of age, a 

resident of Washoe County, and not a party to the within action. I am an employee of the State 

Bar of Nevada and my business address is 9456 Double R Blvd., Suite B, Reno, Nevada 89521. 

I hereby certify that I electronically served a copy of the RECORD ON APPEAL, 

Volumes I & 2, upon Karlon Kidder, Esq. – kjk@kidderlawgroup.com 

DATED the 31st day of January 2022. 

_________________________________ 
Laura Peters, Paralegal 
Office of Bar Counsel 
State Bar of Nevada 
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