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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF
DISCIPLINE OF
HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ.,
BAR NO. 12322

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CASE SUMMARY FOR
RECORD ON APPEAL

1. Nature of the Case

This matter involved attorney Hera Armenian, Esq. (“Respondent”), 

Bar No. 12322. A formal hearing panel of the Southern Nevada Disciplinary 

Board (“Panel”) heard the matter on November 18, 2021, via Zoom from 

Las Vegas, Nevada. The Panel consisted of Chair Michael J. Oh, Esq.; 

Parish D. Heshmati, Esq.; and Jo Kent McBeath, Laymember.  Bar Counsel 

Daniel Hooge, Esq., represented the State Bar of Nevada (“State Bar”).  

Respondent was present and represented by Jess R. Marchese, Esq.

The underlying matter began with an overdraft notification from 

First Savings Bank about Respondent’s IOLTA or client trust account. The 

State Bar opened an investigation. Respondent failed to explain or provide 

supporting documentation for a withdrawal of $18,475.80 from the client 
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trust account. The State Bar obtained records and discovered that although 

Respondent was entitled to $10,000 in fees, she misappropriated the 

remainder or $8,475.80. This misappropriation caused the overdraft.

Respondent consented to discipline with a conditional guilty plea.  

2. Number of Grievances

This case arose from a single grievance. 

3. Rules of Professional Conduct

The Panel found that Respondent violated RPC 1.15 (safekeeping 

property) and RPC 8.1 (bar admission and disciplinary matters). 

4. Mental State

The Panel found that Respondent acted with knowledge because she 

was aware of the nature or attendant circumstances of the withdrawal but 

lacked the conscious objective or purpose to misappropriate client funds.

5. Injury

The Panel found that Respondent’s conduct resulted in injury 

and/or potential injury to her clients, the public, and the legal system. 
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6. ABA Baseline

For the violation of RPC 1.15 (safekeeping property), the panel 

found the baseline to be ABA 4.12, which says “Suspension is generally 

appropriate when a lawyer knows or should know that she is dealing 

improperly with client property and causes injury or potential injury to a 

client.” 

For the violation of RPC 8.1 (Bar Admission and Disciplinary 

Matters), the panel found the baseline to be ABA 7.2, which says

“Suspension is generally appropriate when a lawyer knowingly engages in 

conduct that is a violation of a duty owed as a professional and causes 

injury or potential injury to a client, the public, or the legal system.” 

7. Aggravation and Mitigation 

Pursuant to SCR 102.5(1) (aggravation), the Panel found the 

following aggravating factors in considering the discipline to be 

imposed:

(d). multiple offenses; 

Pursuant to SCR 102.5(2) (mitigation), the Panel found the following

mitigating factors. 
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(a). absence of a prior disciplinary record;

(f). inexperience in the practice of law; and

(m). remorse.  

8. Summary of the Recommended Discipline

The Panel unanimously found that Respondent’s stated form of 

discipline of a one-year suspension, which would be stayed for one year, is 

a proper sanction given the baseline sanction, the aggravating, and the 

mitigating factors. It recommended that the Court disbar Respondent and 

that she pay SCR 120 costs. 

DATED this 25th day of January 2022. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

By: __________________________
Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel
Nevada Bar No. 10620

      3100 W. Charleston Blvd. Suite 101
      Las Vegas, Nevada 89102

(702) 382-2200
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Case No.:  SBN20-00002 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA, 

Complainant,
vs.

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ., 
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DESIGNATION OF
HEARING PANEL MEMBERS

To: HERA ARMENIAN, Esq.  
2580 Sorrel St.,  
Las Vegas, Nevada 89146
(702) 979-3565
harmenian@jfnvlaw.com

Represented by:  
Jess R. Marchese, Esq.  
601 South Rancho Drive, B-14 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89106  
(702) 385-537
marcheselaw@msn.com

The following are members of the Disciplinary Board for the Southern District of 

Nevada.  Pursuant to Nevada Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 105, you may issue peremptory 

challenge to five (5) such individuals by delivering the same in writing to the Office of Bar 

Counsel within twenty (20) days of service of the complaint.  

The Chair of the Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board will thereafter designate a 

hearing panel of three (3) members of the Disciplinary Board, including at least one member 

who is not an attorney, to hear the above-captioned matter. 

ROA Page 007
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1. Russell E. Marsh, Esq., Chair 

2. Dana Palmer Oswalt, Esq., Vice Chair 

3. Christopher J. Lalli, Esq., Vice Chair

4. Neil Beller, Esq. 

5. Annette L. Bradley, Esq.

6. John E. Bragonje, Esq. 

7. Shemilly A. Briscoe, Esq.

8. Amanda Brookyser, Esq. 

9. Robert J. Caldwell, Esq.

10. Jacqueline B. Carman, Esq.

11. Andrew A. Chiu, Esq. 

12. James P. Chrisman, Esq. 

13. Nell E. Christensen, Esq. 

14. Marc P. Cook, Esq. 

15. Ira W. David, Esq. 

16. Damon Dias, Esq.  

17. Sandra K. DiGiacomo, Esq.  

18. F. Thomas Edwards, Esq. 

19. Matthew S. Fox, Esq. 

20. Alan Freer, Esq.  

21. Adam Garth, Esq. 

22. Kelly Giordani, Esq.  

23. Robert G. Giunta, Esq. 

24. Angela Guingcangco, Esq. 

ROA Page 008
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25. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq.

26. Kenneth E. Hogan, Esq. 

27. Jennifer K. Hostetler, Esq. 

28. David Kaplan, Esq. 

29. James T. Leavitt, Esq.

30. Michael B. Lee, Esq. 

31. Jennifer R. Lloyd, Esq.

32. Donald Lowrey, Esq.  

33. Roger Madsen, Esq.

34. Jason R. Maier, Esq.

35. Farhan Naqvi, Esq. 

36. Michael J. Oh, Esq.

37. Gary A. Pulliam, Esq. 

38. Paul “Luke” Puschnig, Esq. 

39. Michael D. Rawlins, Esq. 

40. Jericho L. Remitio, Esq.

41. Jarrod L. Rickard, Esq.

42. Miriam E. Rodriguez, Esq. 

43. Vincent J. Romeo, Esq. 

44. Daniel F. Royal, Esq. 

45. Maria V. Saladino, Esq.  

46. Africa A. Sanchez, Esq. 

47. Jen J. Sarafina, Esq. 

48. Jay A. Shafer, Esq. 

ROA Page 009
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49. Thomas R. Sheets, Esq. 

50. Jeffrey G. Sloane, Esq. 

51. Sarah E. Smith, Esq.  

52. James R. Sweetin, Esq. 

53. Stephen L. Titzer Esq. 

54. Jacob J. Villani, Esq. 

55. Marni Watkins, Esq.  

56. Dan R. Waite, Esq. 

57. Joseph Went, Esq.  

58. Reed J. Werner, Esq. 

59. Rachel Wise, Esq. 

60. Natalie Ann Allred, Laymember 

61. Afeni Banks, Laymember 

62. Brian Catlett, Laymember 

63. Alexander Falconi, Laymember 

64. Brittany Falconi, Laymember 

65. Joelyne Gold, Laymember 

66. Elizabeth A. Hanson, Laymember 

67. Jack S. Hegeduis, Laymember 

68. Julia D. Hesmati, Laymember 

69. William M. Holland, Laymember 

70. Nicholas Kho, Laymember

71. Annette Kingsley, Laymember

72. Gale Kotlikova, Laymember  

ROA Page 010



-5- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5

6

7

8 

9

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

73. Todd Krome, Laymember

74. Benjamin S. Lurie, Laymember 

75. Jo Kent McBeath, Laymember 

76. Kellie C. Rubin, Laymember 

77. Vikki L. Seelig, Laymember  

78. Danny Lee Snyder, Jr., Laymember 

79. Harvey Weatherford, Laymember 

Dated this _______ day of August 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 

By:  ________________________
Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel
Nevada Bar No. 9861 
3100 W. Charleston Blvd, Suite 100 
Las Vegas, Nevada  89102 
(702) 382-2200 
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Case Nos: OBC20-1115 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

STATE BAR OF NEVADA, 

Complainant, 

vs. 
HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ. 

NV BAR No. 12322 

 Respondent. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPOINTING
HEARING PANEL CHAIR 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the following member of the Southern Nevada 

Disciplinary Board has been designated and as the Hearing Panel Chair.

1. Michael Oh, Esq., Chair

DATED this ____ day of September, 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

By: 
 Russell E. Marsh, Esq.  
 Nevada Bar No. 11198 
 Chair, Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING HEARING PANEL CHAIR was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of September, 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

21st

ROA Page 023
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Case No.:  OBC20-1115 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant, 
vs. 

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ.,  
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

NOTICE OF TELEPHONIC INITIAL 
CASE CONFERENCE  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, the telephonic Initial Case Conference in the above-entitled 

matter is set for September 24, 2021, at 4 p.m. The State Bar conference call number is 1-877-594-

8353, participant passcode is 46855068#. 

Dated this ___ day of September 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 

Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel 
3100 W. Charleston Boulevard, Suite 100 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 
(702) 382-2200
Attorney for State Bar of Nevada
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF 

TELEPHONIC INITIAL CASE CONFERENCE was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of September, 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

22nd 
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Case No.: OBC20-1115 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant, 
vs. 

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ.,  
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

SCHEDULING ORDER

Pursuant to Rule 17 of the Disciplinary Rules of Procedure (“DRP”), on Friday, September 

24, 2021, at 4 p.m., Michael J. Oh, Esq., the Formal Hearing Panel Chair, met telephonically with 

Dan M. Hooge, Esq., Bar Counsel, on behalf of the State Bar of Nevada, and Jess R. Marchese, Esq., 

on behalf of Respondent to conduct the Initial Conference in this matter.   

During the Case Conference the parties discussed disclosures, discovery issues, the potential 

for resolution of this matter prior to the hearing, a status conference, and the hearing date. 

The parties agreed to the following: 

1. The parties consent to service by electronic means of all documents pursuant to SCR

109(2), NRCP 5, and DRP 11(b)(3) with the understanding that all documents need to be submitted 

by 5:00 p.m. to be file stamped timely. 

2. The parties stipulate that venue is proper in Clark County, Nevada.

3. The Formal Hearing for this matter is hereby set for one (1) day starting at 9:00

a.m. on Thursday, November 18, 2021, and shall take place via Zoom.

ROA Page 026
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4. On or before October 1, 2021, the State Bar of Nevada’s initial disclosures shall be 

served on all parties.  The documents provided by the State Bar shall be bates stamped with 

numerical designations.  See DRP 17 (a).  

5. On or before October 11, 2021, Respondent’s initial disclosures shall be served on 

all parties.  The documents provided by the Respondent shall be bates stamped with alphabetical 

exhibit designations. See DRP 17 (a).  

6. On or before October 15, 2021, the parties shall file and serve any Motions.  

7. On or before November 5, 2021, all oppositions to the Motions, if any, shall be 

filed and served on the parties.  

8. On or before November 1, 2021, the parties shall serve a Final Designation of 

witnesses expected to testify and exhibits expected to be presented at the Formal Hearing in this 

matter, pursuant to SCR 105(2)(d), DRP 17(a) and DRP 21.  

9. All documents disclosed shall be bates stamped, the State Bar will use numerical 

exhibit designations and Respondent will use alphabetical exhibit designations, pursuant to DRP 17. 

10. On November 10, 2021, at 3 p.m., the parties shall meet telephonically with the 

panel chair, Michael J. Oh, Esq., for the Pre-hearing Conference.  Any pending issues, including 

pending Motions, will be addressed at the Pre-hearing Conference.  The parties shall use the State 

Bar conference bridge (877) 594-8353 and the passcode is 46855068#.   

Pursuant to DRP 23, at the Pre-hearing conference (i) the parties shall discuss all matters 

needing attention prior to the hearing date, (ii) the Chair may rule on any motions or disputes 

including motions to exclude evidence, witnesses, or other pretrial evidentiary matter, and (iii) the 

parties shall discuss and determine stipulated exhibits proffered by either the State Bar or 

Respondent as well as a stipulated statement of facts, if any.    

//

ROA Page 027
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11. The parties stipulate to waive SCR 105(2)(d) to allow for the formal appointment of 

the remaining hearing panel members on a date that is greater than 45 days prior to the scheduled 

hearing. 

Based on the parties’ verbal agreement to the foregoing during the telephonic Initial 

Conference and good cause appearing, IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated this ____ day of September 2021. 

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

         By: ____________________________________ 
Michael J. Oh, Esq. 
Hearing Panel Chair 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing SCHEDULING 

ORDER was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of September 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

29th
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Case No.:  OBC20-1115 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant, 
vs. 

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ., 
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

STATE BAR OF NEVADA’S 
INITIAL DISCLOSURES OF 

DOCUMENTS AND WITNESSES

To: Hera Armenian, Esq.  
c/o Jess R. Marchese, Esq. 
601 South Rancho Drive, B-14  
Las Vegas, Nevada 89106  
Counsel for Respondent 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following is a list of witnesses and a summary of 

evidence which may be offered against Respondent at the time of the Formal Hearing, in the above-

entitled complaint.

A. Documentary Evidence

Any and all documentation contained in the State Bar of Nevada’s file including but not 

limited to, correspondence, emails, memorandums, text messages, notes, payments, invoices, bank 

records, receipts, billing entries and pleadings regarding grievance file number OBC20-1115.

Any and all documentation contained in records of the State Bar of Nevada regarding 

Respondent’s licensure, compliance with reporting requirements, and disciplinary history. 

/ / /

/ / /
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The State Bar reserves the right to supplement this list as necessary.

Exhibit# Document Bates Stamped

1. Formal Hearing Packet will be produced 
prior to hearing 

2.
Affidavit of Prior Discipline will be produced at 

the time of hearing

3.
August 17, 2017
Franklin J. Elam retainer agreement with Las Vegas Legal 
Advisors 

SBN 001-005

4.
June 20, 2019
Adroushan Armenian retainer agreement with Las Vegas 
Legal Advisors 

SBN 001-005

5.
April 30, 2020
Adroushan Armenian settlement documents and liens

SBN 001-017

6.
August 13, 2019
Franklin J. Elam district court complaint, case no. A-19-
800100-C

SBN 001-007

7.
July 29, 2020
Adroushan Armenain settlement memorandum 
Check – payable to Desert Institute of Spine Care $1,625 
Check – payable to Hera Armenian $11,655 
Check - payable to Adroushan Armenian $13,474.40 
Check- payable to Core Rehab $2,982.20

SBN 001-004

8.
August 13, 2020
Franklin Elam Settlement Agreement and Release of Claims 
$7,500 – Pete Findlay Automotive, Inc. 

SBN 001-006

9.
August 14, 2020
Check no 217160965 from Geico $2,500

SBN 001

10.
September 2, 2020
Franklin Elam Settlement Agreement and Release of Claims 
$2,500 - Geico

SBN 001-006

11.
September 9, 2020
Franklin Elam settlement memorandum

SBN 001

12.
September 10, 2020
Franklin Elam Amended Stipulation and Order to Dismiss 
filed 9/10/20

SBN 001-002

13.
September 10, 2020
Franklin Elam Notice of Entry of Amended Order for Dismissal

SBN 001-002

14.
September 24, 2020
First National Savings overdraft notice to the State Bar

SBN 001

15.
October 5, 2020
Check – payable to Core Rehab $2,982.20 
Check – payable to Core Rehab $35 return fee 

SBN 001
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16. 
October 16, 2020 
State Bar letter of investigation dated 10/16/2020 sent via email 
with two attachments: 1) Overdraft notice and 2) Declaration of 
Compliance SCR 78.5 

SBN 001-006 

17. 
October 22, 2020 
Email from Respondent confirming receipt of 10/16/21 email. 

SBN 001 

18. 
October 22, 2020 
Respondent’s Declaration of Compliance SCR 78.5 

SBN 001 

19. 
November 5, 2020   
Email from Respondent with initial response: Fourth Quarterly 
Report  

SBN 001-003 

20. 
November 25, 2020 
State Bar email to Respondent requesting bank records and 
client ledgers. 

SBN 001 

21. 
January 28, 2020 [sic] 
State Bar no response 8.1 letter to Respondent 

SBN 001 

22. 
February 16, 2021  
Respondent’s email attachment: reply to the State Bar’s 8.1 
letter (58 pages) 

SBN 001-060 

23. 
February 18, 2021 
State Bar email to Respondent asking clarification re: transfer 
of $18,470 to NOW 

SBN 001 

24. 
February 19, 2021 
Email chain between State Bar and Respondent re: NOW 
transfer and Core Rehab check issued from the business 
account.  State Bar requested client information.  

SBN 001-002 

25. 
February 22, 2021 
Email from Respondent stating she will review the file. 

SBN 001-002 

26. 
February 28, 2021 (Sunday) 
Email from Respondent, attached signed settlement 
agreements for $10,000 for two checks; $7,500 from Pete 
Findlay automotive and $2,500 from Geico 

SBN 001-003 

27. 
March 11, 2021- April 9, 2021 
Email chain regarding Frank Elam’s settlement documents and 
$18, 470 

SBN 001-002 

28. 
April 27, 2021- May 4, 2021 
Email chain from Respondent requesting an extension of time 

SBN 001 

29. 
Bank statements from First Savings Bank 
IOLTA trust account ending xx8217 

SBN 001-028 

30. 
State Bar trust account reconciliation  SBN 001 

 
The State Bar incorporates by reference all documents identified by Respondent in these 

matters. 

/ / / 
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B. Witnesses and Brief Statement of Facts

1. Respondent will be called and would be expected to testify regarding her conduct 

and communications surrounding the events related to, and any and all documents pertinent to, 

each of the charged violations of the Rules of Professional Conduct, including but not limited to 

facts pertaining to the breach of her professional responsibilities as an attorney, her mental state 

pursuant to ABA Standards, the harm resulting from her conduct, and any aggravating and 

mitigating factors pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 102.5.  Respondent is expected to provide 

testimony regarding the facts and circumstances regarding OBC20-1287. 

2. Laura Peters, an investigator with the State Bar of Nevada Office of Bar Counsel, 

is expected to provide testimony regarding her investigation of OBC20-1115, including but not 

limited to, information and documents provided by Respondent and Grievant(s), communications 

with Respondent and Grievant(s), and Respondent’s disciplinary history. 

Dated this ___ day of October 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

         By: 
Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel 
3100 W. Charleston Boulevard, Suite 100 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102
(702) 382-2200 
Attorney for State Bar of Nevada 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing STATE BAR OF 

NEVADA’S INITIAL DISCLOSURE OF DOCUMENTS AND WITNESSES was served via 

email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of October 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

1st
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING FORMAL HEARING PANEL was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq. (Panel Member): Parish@halo-attorneys.com

3. Alexander Falconi (Laymember): falconiarmie@gmail.com

4. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

5. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of October 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

8th 
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Case No.:  OBC20-1115

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA, 

Complainant,
vs.

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ., 
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

NOTICE OF FORMAL HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the formal hearing in the above-entitled action has been 

scheduled for one day on Thursday, November 18, 2021, at the hour of 9:00 a.m., 

The hearing will be conducted virtually through ZOOM video conference. The parties 

have stipulated to the hearing date set forth above.   

Please be further advised that you are entitled to be represented by counsel, to cross-

examine witnesses, and to present evidence. 

Dated this 12th day of October 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

By:  _____________________________ 
Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel 
Nevada Bar No. 10620 
3100 W. Charleston Blvd, Suite 100 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 
(702) 382-2200
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF 

FORMAL HEARING was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq. (Panel Member): Parish@halo-attorneys.com

3. Alexander Falconi (Laymember): falconiarmie@gmail.com

4. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

5. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of October 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

13th 
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Case No.:  OBC20-1115

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant, 
vs. 

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ., 
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

STATE BAR OF NEVADA’S  
FINAL DISCLOSURES OF 

DOCUMENTS AND WITNESSES

To: Hera Armenian, Esq.  
c/o Jess R. Marchese, Esq.  
601 South Rancho Drive, B-14 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89106  
Counsel for Respondent 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following is a final list of witnesses and a summary of 

evidence which may be offered against Respondent at the time of the Formal Hearing, in the above-

entitled complaint. 

A. Documentary Evidence

Any and all documentation contained in the State Bar of Nevada’s file including but not 

limited to, correspondence, emails, memorandums, text messages, notes, payments, invoices, bank 

records, receipts, billing entries and pleadings regarding grievance file number OBC20-1115. 

Any and all documentation contained in records of the State Bar of Nevada regarding 

Respondent’s licensure, compliance with reporting requirements, and disciplinary history. 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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The State Bar reserves the right to supplement this list as necessary.

Exhibit# Document Bates Stamped 

1. Formal Hearing Packet will be produced 
prior to hearing  

2.
Affidavit of Prior Discipline will be produced at 

the time of hearing

3.
August 17, 2017 
Franklin J. Elam retainer agreement with Las Vegas Legal 
Advisors 

SBN 001-005

4.
June 20, 2019 
Adroushan Armenian retainer agreement with Las Vegas 
Legal Advisors 

SBN 001-005

5.
April 30, 2020 
Adroushan Armenian settlement documents and liens 

SBN 001-017

6.
August 13, 2019 
Franklin J. Elam district court complaint, case no. A-19-
800100-C

SBN 001-007

7.
July 29, 2020 
Adroushan Armenain settlement memorandum 
Check – payable to Desert Institute of Spine Care $1,625 
Check – payable to Hera Armenian $11,655 
Check - payable to Adroushan Armenian $13,474.40 
Check- payable to Core Rehab $2,982.20 

SBN 001-004

8.
August 13, 2020 
Franklin Elam Settlement Agreement and Release of Claims 
$7,500 – Pete Findlay Automotive, Inc.  

SBN 001-006

9.
August 14, 2020 
Check no 217160965 from Geico $2,500 

SBN 001

10.
September 2, 2020
Franklin Elam Settlement Agreement and Release of Claims 
$2,500 - Geico

SBN 001-006

11.
September 9, 2020
Franklin Elam settlement memorandum 

SBN 001

12.
September 10, 2020
Franklin Elam Amended Stipulation and Order to Dismiss 
filed 9/10/20 

SBN 001-002

13.
September 10, 2020
Franklin Elam Notice of Entry of Amended Order for Dismissal

SBN 001-002

14.
September 24, 2020
First National Savings overdraft notice to the State Bar

SBN 001

15.
October 5, 2020
Check – payable to Core Rehab $2,982.20 
Check – payable to Core Rehab $35 return fee 

SBN 001
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16.
October 16, 2020
State Bar letter of investigation dated 10/16/2020 sent via email 
with two attachments: 1) Overdraft notice and 2) Declaration of 
Compliance SCR 78.5

SBN 001-006

17.
October 22, 2020
Email from Respondent confirming receipt of 10/16/21 email. 

SBN 001

18.
October 22, 2020
Respondent’s Declaration of Compliance SCR 78.5

SBN 001

19.
November 5, 2020  
Email from Respondent with initial response: Fourth Quarterly 
Report 

SBN 001-003

20.
November 25, 2020
State Bar email to Respondent requesting bank records and 
client ledgers.

SBN 001

21.
January 28, 2020 [sic]
State Bar no response 8.1 letter to Respondent

SBN 001

22.
February 16, 2021  
Respondent’s email attachment: reply to the State Bar’s 8.1 
letter (58 pages)

SBN 001-060

23.
February 18, 2021 
State Bar email to Respondent asking clarification re: transfer 
of $18,470 to NOW

SBN 001

24.
February 19, 2021 
Email chain between State Bar and Respondent re: NOW 
transfer and Core Rehab check issued from the business 
account.  State Bar requested client information. 

SBN 001-002

25.
February 22, 2021 
Email from Respondent stating she will review the file.

SBN 001-002

26.
February 28, 2021 (Sunday) 
Email from Respondent, attached signed settlement 
agreements for $10,000 for two checks; $7,500 from Pete 
Findlay automotive and $2,500 from Geico

SBN 001-003

27.
March 11, 2021- April 9, 2021
Email chain regarding Frank Elam’s settlement documents and 
$18, 470

SBN 001-002

28.
April 27, 2021- May 4, 2021 
Email chain from Respondent requesting an extension of time 

SBN 001

29.
Bank statements from First Savings Bank
IOLTA trust account ending xx8217

SBN 001-028

30.
State Bar trust account reconciliation  SBN 001

 
The State Bar incorporates by reference all documents identified by Respondent in these 

matters. 

/ / / 
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B. Witnesses and Brief Statement of Facts

1. Respondent will be called and would be expected to testify regarding her conduct 

and communications surrounding the events related to, and any and all documents pertinent to, 

each of the charged violations of the Rules of Professional Conduct, including but not limited to 

facts pertaining to the breach of her professional responsibilities as an attorney, her mental state 

pursuant to ABA Standards, the harm resulting from her conduct, and any aggravating and 

mitigating factors pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 102.5.  Respondent is expected to provide 

testimony regarding the facts and circumstances regarding OBC20-1287.

2. Laura Peters, an investigator with the State Bar of Nevada Office of Bar Counsel, 

is expected to provide testimony regarding her investigation of OBC20-1115, including but not 

limited to, information and documents provided by Respondent and Grievant(s), communications 

with Respondent and Grievant(s), and Respondent’s disciplinary history. 

Dated this ___ day of October 2021.

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
       
 

 
         By:

Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel
3100 W. Charleston Boulevard, Suite 100
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 
(702) 382-2200 
Attorney for State Bar of Nevada  

ROA Page 042



 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing STATE BAR OF 

NEVADA’S FINAL DISCLOSURE OF DOCUMENTS AND WITNESSES was served via 

email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com 
 

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com   
 

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org    
 

DATED this ____ day of October 2021. 

 
 

By:_______________________________  
     Sonia Del Rio, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

 

25th
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Case No.: OBC20-1115

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA, 

Complainant, 

vs.
HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ. 

NV BAR No. 12322
Respondent. 

)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

AD HOC ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the following member of the Southern Nevada 

Disciplinary Board, ALEXANDER FALCONI has been released as panel member, and will be 

replaced by panel member DR. JO KENT MCBEATH.  The hearing will be convened on the 18th

day of November, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom Video Conferencing.

DATED this ____ day of November, 2021.

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

By: 
Russell E. Marsh, Esq.  
Nevada Bar No. 11198
Chair, Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing AD HOC 

ORDER was served via electronic mail to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com 
 

2. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq. (Panel Member): Parish@halo-attorneys.com 

3. Alexander Falconi (Laymember): falconiarmie@gmail.com 

4. Dr. Jo Kent McBeath (Laymember): jkmcbeath@outlook.com 

5. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com   
 

6. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org    
 

DATED this 15th day of November, 2021. 

 
 

By:_______________________________  
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  
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Case No.:  SBN20-00002

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant,
vs.

Hera Armenian, ESQ., 
Nevada Bar No. 12322

Respondent.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA IN 
EXCHANGE FOR A STATED FORM 

OF DISCIPLINE

Hera Armenian, Esq. (hereinafter “Respondent”), Bar No. 12322, hereby tenders a 

Conditional Guilty Plea (hereinafter “Plea”) pursuant to Nevada Supreme Court Rule 

(“SCR”) 113(1) and agrees to the imposition of the following Stated Form of Discipline in 

the above captioned case.

I. CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA

1. Respondent is currently an active member of the State Bar of Nevada

(hereinafter “State Bar”) having been licensed to practice law in the State of Nevada since 

May 2012, and at all times pertinent to this Complaint having a principal place of business 

for the practice of law located in Clark County, Nevada.

2. Respondent has engaged in the following acts of misconduct in violation of

RPC 1.15 (Safekeeping) and 8.1 (Disciplinary Matters) warranting the imposition of 

professional discipline as set out herein.
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3. The Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board has jurisdiction over Respondent 

and the subject matter of these proceedings pursuant to SCR 99.

II. STIPULATION OF FACTS

4. The Parties stipulate to the facts alleged in paragraphs 2-21 of the Complaint 

filed on August 31, 2021 in this matter.

III. RULE VIOLATIONS

5. Respondent violated RPC 1.15 (Safekeeping), which states,

a. A lawyer shall hold funds or other property of clients or third persons that is 
in a lawyer’s possession in connection with a representation separate from 
the lawyer’s own property. All funds received or held for the benefit of clients 
by a lawyer or firm, including advances for costs and expenses, shall be 
deposited in one or more identifiable bank accounts designated as a trust 
account maintained in the state where the lawyer’s office is situated, or 
elsewhere with the consent of the client or third person. Other property in 
which clients or third persons hold an interest shall be identified as such and 
appropriately safeguarded. Complete records of such account funds and other 
property shall be kept by the lawyer and shall be preserved for a period of 
seven years after termination of the representation.

b. A lawyer may deposit the lawyer’s own funds in a client trust account for the 
sole purpose of paying bank service charges on that account, but only in an 
amount necessary for that purpose.

c. A lawyer shall deposit into a client trust account legal fees and expenses that 
have been paid in advance, to be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are 
earned or expenses incurred.

d. Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has 
an interest, a lawyer shall promptly notify the client or third person. Except 
as stated in this Rule or otherwise permitted by law or by agreement with the 
client, a lawyer shall promptly deliver to the client or third person any funds 
or other property that the client or third person is entitled to receive and, 
upon request by the client or third person, shall promptly render a full 
accounting regarding such property.

e. When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of funds or 
other property in which two or more persons (one of whom may be the 
lawyer) claim interests, the property shall be kept separate by the lawyer until 
the dispute is resolved. The lawyer shall promptly distribute all portions of 
the funds or other property as to which the interests are not in dispute.

6. Respondent violated RPC 1.15(a) by misappropriating $2,982.20 from her 

father’s settlement and $5,000 from an unknown client.
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7. Alternatively, Respondent violated RPC 1.15(a) by commingling $5,000 in 

earned fees with client property.

8. Respondent also violated RPC 1.15(a) by not maintaining “complete 

records” of the client trust account for at least seven years.

9. Respondent violated RPC 8.1, which states, “An applicant for admission to 

the bar, or a lawyer in connection with a bar admission application or in connection with 

a disciplinary matter, shall not:

a. Knowingly make a false statement of material fact; or

b. Fail to disclose a fact necessary to correct a misapprehension known 
by the person to have arisen in the matter, or knowingly fail to 
respond to a lawful demand for information from an admissions or 
disciplinary authority, except that this Rule does not require 
disclosure of information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6.

10. Respondent violated RPC 8.1 by not responding to the State Bar’s lawful 

demands for information about the $18,470 electronic transfer.

IV. MENTAL STATE AND INJURY OR POTENTIAL INJURY

11. Respondent’s mental state pursuant to the above misconduct was knowing, 

in that she knew or should have known had she kept and reviewed proper accounting 

records that she was dealing improperly with client property.

12. Respondent’s misconduct resulted in injury and potential injury to her 

father, the unknown client, and other clients with funds in the trust account.

V. AGGRAVATION/MITIGATION

13. Pursuant to SCR 102.5(1) (Aggravation and Mitigation), the Parties 

considered the following aggravating factors as they relate to the discipline to be 

imposed:

(d) multiple offenses.
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115. Pursuant to SCR 102.5(2) (Aggravation and Mitigation), the Parties 

considered the following mitigating factors as they relate to the discipline to be 

imposed:

(a) absence of a prior disciplinary record;

(f) inexperience in the practice of law; and

(m) remorse. 

VI. STATED FORM OF DISCIPLINE

Based upon the above and foregoing, the Parties agree to recommend attorney 

discipline subject to the following conditions.

14. The baseline sanction for the agreed misconduct is reprimand pursuant to

ABA standard 4.12: 

Suspension is generally appropriate when a lawyer knows or 
should know that she is dealing improperly with client 
property and causes injury or potential injury to a client.

VII. STAYED SUSPENSION AND PROBATION

15. Respondent’s guilty plea is conditioned upon receiving a one-year 

suspension, which would be stayed for one year.

16. Conditions. Respondent would complete the following conditions of 

probation: 

17. Quarterly reports to the State Bar, which include;

a. Caseload status;

b. Trust accounting (if appropriate), including account journals, client 

ledgers, support records (such as returned checks and invoices) and 

monthly reconciliation of those records with the bank’s records;

18. A limitation against solo practice during the period of probation;
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19. Completing 6 hours of continuing legal education or the equivalent on 

accounting for client property;

20. Submitting to binding fee arbitration or making restitution for the 

$2,982.20 misappropriated from her father’s settlement and the $5,000 misappropriated 

from an unknown client;

21. Costs. Respondent shall pay the costs of reporting, accounting, continuing 

education, and the hard costs of the proceedings pursuant to SCR 120.  Failure to pay the 

SCR 120 costs within 30 days of a Supreme Court order accepting this agreement shall 

constitute a breach.

22. Monitoring. The Office of Bar Counsel shall monitor the lawyer’s 

compliance with the conditions of probation.

23. Breach procedure.

a. If bar counsel determines that Respondent has breached a term of this 

agreement, bar counsel shall notify the Respondent of the alleged breach and 

provide the Respondent with 14 days to submit a written response after receipt of 

such notice. Bar counsel may withdraw the notice of alleged breach based upon the 

written response and related communications.

b. If bar counsel does not withdraw the notice, then bar counsel may request 

that the disciplinary panel that approved this agreement reconvene to hear the 

matter and issue an order. Bar counsel shall notify Respondent of such request by 

serving the notice of hearing on Respondent. The hearing panel shall convene 

within 30 days of the request. In proceedings for alleged breach, bar counsel shall 

have the burden to establish any breach of this agreement by a preponderance of 

the evidence. Respondent shall have the burden to establish justification for any 
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such breach by a preponderance of the evidence. Bar counsel retains the right to 

move the Nevada Supreme Court directly for relief where appropriate.

c. If the hearing panel finds a breach to be material and without justification, 

the panel shall terminate this agreement and, in addition to the sanctions already 

imposed, impose stayed sanctions, alternative sanctions enumerated in this 

agreement, or more severe sanctions for any underlying grievance(s) to which 

Respondent has pleaded guilty.

d. If the hearing panel finds that no breach occurred, or that the breach was 

immaterial or with justification, the panel may modify the conditions of probation 

or direct the parties to proceed in accordance with it.

24. Once the Supreme Court has reviewed and approved this agreement, 

Respondent waives any right to further review by the Supreme Court for breach 

proceedings unless the disciplinary panel’s decision was arbitrary and capricious. Any 

future misconduct by Respondent that triggers a breach hearing and sanction pursuant 

to this section of the agreement shall not act as issue or claim preclusion against the Bar 

and may result in additional sanctions through a separate proceeding.

25. Independent Charges. A probation breach shall not preclude bar counsel 

from filing independent disciplinary charges based on the same conduct as alleged in the 

violation report.  Bar counsel may join the cases if it will simplify the panel’s decision-

making process or reduced costs.

VIII. CONDITIONAL AGREEMENT BY THE STATE BAR

Conditional to approval of this Plea by the Southern Nevada Formal Disciplinary 

Panel and an Order approving this Plea, the State Bar accepts the terms of Respondent’s 

conditional guilty plea. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing CONDITIONAL 

GUILTY PLEA IN EXCHANGE FOR STATED FORM OF DISCIPLINE was served via 

electronic mail to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com 
 

2. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq. (Panel Member): Parish@halo-attorneys.com 

3. Dr. Jo Kent McBeath (Laymember): jkmcbeath@outlook.com 

4. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com   
 

5. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org    
 

DATED this 16th day of November, 2021. 

 
 

By:_______________________________  
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  
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Case No.: SBN20-00002

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant,

vs.

HERA ARMENIAN,
STATE BAR NO. 12322

Respondent.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND 
RECOMMENDATION AFTER 

FORMAL HEARING

This matter involving attorney Hera Armenian, Esq. (“Respondent”), Bar No. 

12322, initially came before a designated Formal Hearing Panel of the Southern Nevada 

Disciplinary Board (“Panel”) at 9:00 a.m. on November 18, 2021, via remote audio/visual 

appearance using Zoom hosted from Las Vegas, Nevada.  The Panel consisted of Chair 

Michael J. Oh, Esq.; Parish D. Heshmati, Esq.; and Jo Kent McBeath, Laymember. Bar 

Counsel Daniel Hooge, Esq., represented the State Bar of Nevada (“State Bar”). 

Respondent was present and represented by Jess R. Marchese, Esq. 

The State Bar presented materials consisting of pleadings and State Bar 

documents, which were admitted into evidence as Exhibits 1 through 30.  
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The Panel also heard statements from both parties and testimony from 

Respondent.  

Based upon the evidence presented and testimony received, the Panel 

unanimously issues the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and 

Recommendation: 

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Attorney HERA ARMENIAN, Esq. (“Respondent”), Bar No. 12322, at all 

times pertinent to the allegations in this matter was an active member of the State Bar of 

Nevada and had her principal place of business for the practice of law located in Clark 

County, Nevada.

2. On September 24, 2020, the Office of Bar Counsel (OBC) received a notice 

from First Savings Bank that the IOLTA managed by attorney Hera Armenian had 

insufficient funds to satisfy a check.

3. Armenian wrote a check for $2,982.20 but the IOLTA account only had 

$5.80.

4. OBC investigator Laura Peters sent a Letter of Investigation to Armenian 

requesting a ledger for the account and for all clients with funds in the account in the last 

6 months.

5. Armenian responded with a certification that she maintained ledgers. 

However, she provided no ledgers.

6. Armenian provided 6 months of bank statements.

7. OBC investigator Laura Peters reviewed the bank statements.

8. On March 31, 2020, the IOLTA account started with a balance of $5,496.65.

9. Armenian was unable to identify to whom the initial balance belonged.
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10. Other than interest accrued, the account remained dormant until Armenian 

received a deposit of $35,000 on July 24 for a personal injury settlement for her father. 

The account held $40,493.40. 

11. Over the next two weeks Armenian distributed $32,019.52 of her father’s 

$35,000 settlement. These distributions included $13,474.40 to her father and 

$11,655.00 to herself as fees.

12. By September 2, 2020, Armenian held $8,475.80 in the client trust or 

IOLTA account. Of the IOLTA balance, $2,980.48 belonged to her father’s lienholders 

and the remaining $5,495.32 came from the initial balance for which Armenian could not 

identify an owner.

13. On September 9, 2020, Armenian deposited a settlement of $10,000 for 

Franklin Elem.

14. After the Elem settlement deposit, Armenian held $18,475.80 in trust for 

her clients. Individual client balances included $2,980.48 to her father, $5,495.32 to an 

unidentified owner, and $10,000 to Elem.

15. On September 11, 2020, Armenian electronically transferred $18,470 from 

the client trust account or IOLTA into her operating account. This transfer left only $5.80 

in the account.

16. This low balance caused the bank to decline the check of $2,982.20 on 

September 24, two weeks later. This is also when the bank notified the State Bar of the 

overdraft.

17. Armenian wrote the $2,982.20 check to satisfy a lienholder in her father’s 

case. Her father’s balance should have been $2,980.48.
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18. Armenian justified the $18,475.80 transfer as fees in the Franklin Elem 

case. Armenian provided a settlement memorandum signed by Elem, which distributed 

the entire $10,000 settlement to Armenian. However, Elem’s case only settled for 

$10,000.

19. Because Armenian electronically transferred $18,470, she exceeded Elem’s 

settlement by $8,470.

20. Peters sent multiple requests to Armenian for an explanation or accounting to 

explain the $18,470 electronic transfer. Armenian stopped communicating with Peters.

21. Armenian did pay the provider in her father's case $2,982.20 on October 5. 

But she covered the payment from her operating account.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Panel hereby issues the following 

Conclusions of Law:

1. The Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board has jurisdiction over Respondent 

and the subject matter of these proceedings pursuant to SCR 99.

2. Venue is proper in Clark County. 

3. The State Bar must prove by clear and convincing evidence that Respondent 

violated any Rules of Professional Conduct.  See Nev. Sup. Ct. R. 105(2)(f); In re Stuhff, 

108 Nev. 629, 633-634, 837 P.2d 853, 856; Gentile v. State Bar, 106 Nev. 60, 62, 787 P.2d 

386, 387 (1990).

4. The Panel unanimously finds that the foregoing findings of fact prove by 

clear and convincing evidence that:

a. COUNT ONE: 
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i. Respondent violated RPC 1.15 (Safekeeping of Property) when she 

transferred $18,475.80 from her client trust account to her operating account. While 

Respondent earned $10,000 as fees in the Franklin Elem matter, Respondent 

misappropriated $2,982.20 from her father's settlement, and $5,493.60 from an 

unknown client.

ii. Respondent violated RPC 1.15 (Safekeeping of Property) by not 

keeping “complete records” of the client trust account for at least five years.

iii. Respondent knew or should have known that she was dealing 

improperly with her clients’ property.

iv. Respondent’s misconduct potentially injured her father and the 

unknown client by risking nonrecovery if she was unable to repay the amounts she 

misappropriated. She also injured the reputation of the bar and the legal system. 

b. COUNT TWO: 

i. Respondent violated RPC 8.1 (Bar Admission and Disciplinary 

Matters) when she failed to respond to the OBC’s lawful demands for information about 

the $18,470 electronic transfer.

ii. Respondent acted with knowledge. Which means that she held the 

conscious awareness of the nature or attendant circumstances of the conduct but without 

the conscious objective or purpose to accomplish a particular result.

iii. Respondent’s refusal to answer the State Bar prevented the State Bar 

from fulfilling its duty to protect the public, injured the reputation of the bar, and injured 

the public's faith in the legal system. 

5. The appropriate level of discipline must be determined considering “all 

relevant factors and mitigating circumstances on a case-by-case basis.” State Bar of 
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Nevada v. Claiborne, 104 Nev. 11, 219, 756 P.2d 464, 531 (1988). The Panel evaluated the 

American Bar Association Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions’ four factors to be 

considered in determining the appropriate disciplinary sanction: “the duty violated, the 

lawyer’s mental state, the potential or actual injury caused by the lawyer’s misconduct, 

and the existence of aggravating or mitigating factors.” See In re Discipline of Lerner, 124 

Nev. 1232, 1246, 197 P.3d 1067, 1078 (2008).

6. Pursuant to Standard 4.12 of the ABA Standard for Imposing Lawyer 

Sanctions, “Suspension is generally appropriate when a lawyer knows or should know that 

she is dealing improperly with client property and causes injury or potential injury to a 

client.”

7. Pursuant to Standard 7.2 of the ABA Standard for Imposing Lawyer 

Sanctions, “Suspension is generally appropriate when a lawyer knowingly engages in 

conduct that is a violation of a duty owed as a professional and causes injury or potential 

injury to a client, the public, or the legal system.”

8. Pursuant to SCR 102.5, the Panel unanimously found the following 

aggravating factor exists: 

(d) multiple offenses.

9. Pursuant to SCR 102.5, the Panel unanimously found the following 

mitigating factors exist:

(a) absence of a prior disciplinary record;

(f) inexperience in the practice of law; and

(m) remorse.  
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10. The Panel unanimously found that Respondent’s stated form of discipline 

of a one-year suspension, which would be stayed for one year is an appropriate sanction 

given the baseline sanction, the aggravating, and the mitigating factors.

RECOMMENDATION

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Panel 

hereby recommends that:

1. Respondent receive a one-year suspension, stayed for one year during 

which Respondent would submit to supervised probation. 

2. Conditions. Respondent would complete the following conditions of 

probation: 

3. Quarterly reports to the State Bar, which include;

a. Caseload status;

b. Trust accounting (if appropriate), including account journals, client 

ledgers, support records (such as returned checks and invoices) and 

monthly reconciliation of those records with the bank’s records;

4. A limitation against solo practice during the period of probation;

5. Completing 6 hours of continuing legal education or the equivalent on 

accounting for client property;

6. Submitting to binding fee arbitration or making restitution for the $5,000 

misappropriated from an unknown client;

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /
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7. Respondent should pay costs, provided for in SCR 120, of $2,500 plus the 

hard costs of these proceedings.  Respondent should make such payment within 30 days 

after the issuance of the Nevada Supreme Court’s Order approving and accepting this 

Recommendation and Respondent’s Plea.

DATED this ____ day of December 2021. 

       
MICHAEL J. OH, ESQ., Chair
Southern Nevada Disciplinary Panel
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Case No.: SBN20-00002

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant,

vs.

HERA ARMENIAN,
STATE BAR NO. 12322

Respondent.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

STATE BAR OF NEVADA’S 
MEMORANDUM OF COSTS

Description Amount

Court Reporter Fee & Transcript Fee
Hearing Held 

$1,047.50

Certified Mailing ($6.86 x 1) $6.86

SCR 120 costs $2,500.00

Total:
$3,554.36

1. I am Bar Counsel with the State Bar of Nevada. I have personal

knowledge of the above-referenced costs and disbursements expended. 

2. The costs set forth above are true and correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief and were necessary and reasonably incurred and paid in 

connection with this matter.

November 18, 2021
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True and correct copies of invoices supporting these costs are attached to this 

Memorandum of Costs.

3. As stated in the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and

Recommendation, Respondent shall be ordered to pay the fees and costs of these 

proceedings within thirty (30) days of the Issuance of the Nevada Supreme Court 

Order matter pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 120(1).

Dated this 13th day of December 2021.

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

By:  ___________________________ 
Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel
Nevada Bar No. 10620
3100 W. Charleston Blvd, Suite 100
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing STATE BAR OF 

NEVADA’S MEMORANDUM OF COSTS was served via electronic mail to: 

 
1. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com   

 
2. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org    

 

DATED this 13th day of December, 2021. 

 
 

By:_______________________________  
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing RECORD 

ON APPEAL was placed in a sealed envelope and sent by certified mail in Las Vegas, Nevada, 

postage fully prepaid thereon for certified mail addressed to: 

1.  Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): 
marcheselaw@msn.com

2. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this 7th day of February 2022.

______________________________ 
Tiffany Bradley, an Employee 
of the State Bar of Nevada 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
 
 
 

IN RE: DISCIPLINE OF   
HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ.  
NEVADA BAR NO. 12322 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

      
           Case No. _______________ 

 )  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME II 
 
 

RECORD OF DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS,  
PLEADINGS AND TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Daniel M. Hooge, Esq.              Hera Armenian, Esq.  
Nevada Bar No. 10620     Nevada Bar No. 12322 
State Bar of Nevada     Jess R. Marchese, Esq.     
3100 W. Charleston Blvd., Ste. 100   Nevada Bar No. 8175 
Las Vegas, NV 89102     601 South Rancho Drive, B-14  
Counsel for the State Bar of Nevada   Las Vegas, NV 89106 
        Counsel for Respondent   
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1           P R O C E E D I N G S

2       LAS VEGAS, NEVADA; NOVEMBER 18, 2021;

3              9:05 A.M.

4               - - -

5       CHAIR OH:  All right.  Good morning, everyone.

6  It looks like we are here for the Formal Disciplinary

7  Hearing, State Bar of Nevada versus Hera Armenian, Bar

8  No. 12322, State Bar Case SBN20-00002.

9       It looks like we have everyone present, and

10  we'll get started with introductions.  I'll start first.

11  I'm Michael Oh.  I'm the designated Panel Chair for this

12  panel, and we'll go ahead with the other panel members,

13  and we'll start with State Bar and Respondent and her

14  attorney.

15       MS. ARMENIAN:  Hera Armenian, present.

16       MR. MARCHESE:  I'm Jess Marchese on behalf of

17  Ms. Armenian.

18       MR. HOOGE:  Dan Hooge for the State Bar.

19       MR. McBEATH:  J.K. McBeath, Lay Member.

20       MR. HESHMATI:  Parish Heshmati, Panel Member.

21       CHAIR OH:  And we also have Ms. Bradley with

22  the State Bar, as well, and the court reporter.  Do we

23  have any housekeeping items that we need to discuss

24  before we proceed?  No?  Okay.

25       All right.  Let's get started.  It looks like
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1  there was a Conditional Guilty Plea, and I believe that

2  was sent out to all of the panel members, and we'll go

3  ahead and get started with State Bar.

4       MR. HOOGE:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  What I'll

5  do is I'll briefly just go over the Conditional Guilty

6  Plea and the terms if I could just share my screen.

7       All right.  Can everyone see my screen?

8       MS. BRADLEY:  Yes.

9       MR. HOOGE:  Okay.  All right.  If you'll go to

10  the Conditional Guilty Plea first.  To start off, I just

11  wanted to go over some of the facts.  In the Conditional

12  Guilty Plea, it just says that the parties stipulate to

13  the facts alleged in paragraphs 2 through 21, and so

14  I'll go back to the Complaint itself and kind of go over

15  those.

16       The Office of Bar Counsel received a notice

17  from First Savings Bank on September 24th, 2020, and

18  that a check had bounced from Attorney Hera Armenian's

19  IOLTA account.  She had written a check for $2,982.20,

20  but the account only had $5.80, so we had an

21  investigator send a letter to Ms. Armenian of

22  investigation to figure out what happened and what went

23  wrong.

24       She responded that everything was okay and

25  provided six months of bank statements, but the
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1  investigator, Laura Peters, looked more deeply into it,

2  and kind of this is the summary that she came up with.

3  And, actually, what I'm going to do is I think it's

4  easier to see numerically, so I'm going to switch over

5  and --

6       And, actually, I'm sorry, Panel Chair, I

7  forgot at the beginning.  I would move to admit State

8  Bar's Exhibits 1 through 30 into evidence.

9       CHAIR OH:  Mr. Marchese, any objection?

10       MR. MARCHESE:  Court's indulgence.

11         (Pause in proceedings.)

12       MR. HOOGE:  And just so everyone's aware, we

13  sent out the Formal Hearing Packet, which has the

14  Complaint and several of the pleadings.  Those actually

15  consist of Exhibits 1 and 2, and then Exhibits 3 through

16  30, the panel has not received yet.  But we did send

17  that to the Respondent and Mr. Marchese.

18       MR. MARCHESE:  Mr. Hooge is correct.  The

19  reason for the delay is that late last night and early

20  this morning I spoke with my client and she believes --

21  I'm believing her to have some reticence into going

22  forward here today with the plea agreement.  So, based

23  upon that, I just wanted to make a record of that.

24       Obviously, I cannot make any decisions in

25  reference to accepting negotiations on her behalf, so
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1  that will have to come from her, obviously.

2       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  So why don't we go through

3  each of the exhibits that you want to go ahead, and as

4  you go through, and you're going to discuss them, I'll

5  have those admitted individually.

6       MR. HOOGE:  Okay.  So we'll start off with

7  Exhibit 30, this is an exhibit from the State Bar of

8  Nevada.  This is what Investigator Laura Peters put

9  together, which is a summary of the IOLTA trust account,

10  and that's for the period of, essentially, March 2020

11  through December 2020.

12       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  Mr. Marchese, do you have

13  any objections to this being admitted into evidence,

14  Exhibit 30?

15         (Pause in proceedings.)

16       MR. MARCHESE:  No objection.  And if the State

17  Bar wants to go ahead with the exhibits, we will

18  stipulate.  Obviously, everyone here volunteers, and

19  they're here just because they want to help out the

20  betterment of the community.  So I would rather, in the

21  interest of judicial economy, move this along.

22       CHAIR OH:  So we'll go ahead and admit State

23  Bar's Proposed Exhibits 3 through 30.  I guess 1 and 2

24  as well, correct, so 1 through 30.

25         (Exhibits 1 through 30 were admitted into
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1         evidence.)

2       MR. HOOGE:  Thank you.  Briefly, I'm just

3  going to give a quick overview.  You can see the account

4  here in March of 2020.  I don't know why that says "30."

5  It should say "20."  But the opening balance is

6  $5,496.65.  This -- part of the issue in the Complaint

7  is that Ms. Armenian had no records for this balance, so

8  we don't actually know where this comes from or to which

9  client it belongs.

10       But you can see there's no real activity for

11  the first few months of 2020 and -- well, actually, we

12  only start at March -- but from March through about

13  July.  Then we have a $35,000 settlement here from USAA.

14  That's on her father's case, and she immediately

15  disburses some to him and also she takes out some for

16  her fees.  And these are providers that she pays out to

17  Southern Nevada and SM Imaging and Desert Spine, and

18  then you can see down here the balance gets to about

19  $8,000 by September.

20       Now, on September 9th, she receives another

21  settlement of $10,000 for Frank Elam, and then about two

22  days later, she takes out $18,470.  Now, this is the

23  transaction right here that is a big issue in the case,

24  because that left only $5.80 in there, and then she

25  tried to pay another provider for her father two weeks
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1  later, and it bounced because there was only $5.80 in

2  the account.

3       And so this is -- well, the starting balance

4  and not knowing whose money that is and then this taking

5  out the $18,000 are the principal issues in the case.

6  And so -- and just in going through this, we notice that

7  the, you know, obviously, when she took out the $18,000,

8  on paragraph 14, it said that, obviously, that the

9  individual client balances at that time were her father

10  had $2,980.48 in the account.

11       And that was reverse engineered.  That's what

12  our accountants had to come up with, because we were not

13  provided with ledgers for each account.  The $5,495.32

14  were to an unidentified owner.  That also could have

15  been fees left in the account.  We're not sure if that

16  belonged to a client or if that was just commingled by

17  Ms. Armenian, and it was her fees that were left in, and

18  then there's also $10,000 to Elam.

19       And so, ultimately, those were the issues, the

20  big issues.  We had down here Peters, Laura Peters, our

21  Investigator, sent multiple requests to Armenian for an

22  explanation or accounting to explain the $8,000

23  transfer, and we got no response, and we received no

24  documentation, no explanation, nothing for it.

25       And so we had charged originally it as an --
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1  and, obviously, there was the $2,982 of misappropriation

2  that was misappropriated.  It was taken from her father

3  and put into her operating account, and then another

4  $5,000 from the unknown source.

5       We don't know if that was hers.  If it was

6  hers, then it's commingling.  If it was not hers and a

7  client's, then that was misappropriation.  Either way,

8  it's a violation of RPC 1.15.  And then also there's a

9  violation of 8.1 for failing to respond to the Bar at

10  the end to answer their questions about that $18,000.

11       And so, that's just a brief overview of the

12  case and the facts in the case.  And I went over the two

13  different charges.  It's just two.  It's RPC 1.15 and

14  then RPC 8.1.  RPC 1.15 is the safekeeping rule that

15  deals with IOLTA and trust accounts, and 8.1 is the rule

16  that states that you must respond to the State Bar based

17  on a lawful inquiry.

18       And so, just going through the different

19  factors, we always take a look at mental state and then

20  injury to get a baseline sanction, and in this case when

21  it comes to trust accounting, it's always a know or

22  should have known standard.

23       And this isn't a case of intentional

24  conversion.  We don't believe that she intentionally

25  tried to steal it.  We think it was more just sloppy
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1  bookkeeping, basically, and not paying attention to the

2  records, not keeping records.  But also 8.1, she knew

3  that she was supposed to respond.  She didn't respond.

4       And then, when we talk about injury, this is

5  her -- there was injury or potential injury to her

6  father and this unknown client and other clients if the

7  money was commingled in there.  The problem with

8  commingling is, obviously, if there's some sort of lien

9  against the attorney, someone could actually attach the

10  client trust account if they could prove that part of

11  that is the client's money.  And then it causes all

12  kinds of problems, so it puts that client money at risk.

13       And so the baseline, when you look at those

14  under Standard 4.12, is a baseline of suspension if it's

15  a knowing incident with potential injury or actual

16  injury.  I will note that in this case she did actually

17  repay that money to the father and make that -- well,

18  the father's lienholder and make that account good.  We

19  still don't really know to whom the $5,000 belongs, and

20  so -- but I'll address that later here in the

21  Conditional Guilty Plea.

22       For aggravation and mitigation, there's only

23  one aggravating factor, just the multiple offenses, and

24  that's just because it's the RPC 1.15 and also 8.1, and

25  the Rule says, you know, we kind of come up with one
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1  particular sanction.  But, in considering it, we look at

2  if there's multiple offenses, kind of look at the worst

3  one, which in this case would be the RPC 1.15, the

4  safekeeping, and then just kind of adjust that maybe a

5  little upward for the other one, which is the 8.1, no

6  response.

7       But there are several mitigating factors that

8  we had agreed to, absence of a prior disciplinary

9  record.  She has a clean record, never been disciplined

10  before.  Inexperience in the practice of law, this one's

11  kind of close.  The basic rule of thumb is 10 years.

12  And so, if you have 10 years or less, you're generally

13  inexperienced or considered inexperienced, and over 10

14  years, you're considered experienced.  So I think she

15  was -- correct me if I'm wrong, but I think she was

16  licensed in 2012, so she's at about nine years now.

17       And then just remorse.  And for what's going

18  on now, she has hired Mr. Marchese and, since then, has

19  answered the Complaint and been more involved in the

20  proceeding and understands exactly, you know, what the

21  problem was.  And so, again, I said the baseline is

22  suspension under ABA Standard 4.12.

23       And so this is the terms of the Conditional

24  Guilty Plea that we propose, which is a one-year

25  suspension, but stayed, and placed on probation for one
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1  year.  The conditions of probation would be quarterly

2  reports to the State Bar, nothing too extensive, just

3  caseload status, you know, how many active cases are you

4  handling.

5       Trust accounting, I know she's moved on, so

6  this may not apply.  She may not be handling any trust

7  accounts anymore, and if that's the case, that's fine.

8  But if she does move into a situation where she is

9  accounting for -- she uses an IOLTA account and she's

10  holding client monies, then she would have to include

11  account journals, ledgers, and support records, and

12  monthly reconciliations of those accounts for all of her

13  client trust accounts.

14       Also, a limitation against solo practice

15  during the period of probation, so no solo practice

16  during that entire year, and then six hours of

17  Continuing Legal Education or the equivalent on

18  accounting for client property.  And, sometimes, that

19  can be hard to find a CLE that specifically addresses

20  that, but our probation supervisor at the State Bar's

21  really good, and she can work with Ms. Armenian to kind

22  of figure that out.

23       And then submitting to binding fee arbitration

24  or making restitution for the amounts that were

25  misappropriated.  Like I said, I think that the $2,900's

ROA Page 082



1  already covered.  She has already taken care of that and

2  paid that back, but the $5,000 is still out there, out

3  in the air.  And so what we'll need to do is she'll need

4  to work with our probation officer and maybe hire an

5  accountant or whatever and figure out to whom that

6  $5,000 belongs.

7       If it's hers, and we can prove that those are

8  earned fees, then that's fine.  We'll just need

9  verification and documentation.  Otherwise, she needs to

10  repay that to the client.  Costs, obviously, costs of

11  this proceeding under SCR 120, that would be those

12  normal costs plus the hard costs, and then other just

13  the boilerplate terms.

14       So that's the essence of the agreement.

15  There's some other exhibits in the State Bar's packet if

16  you wanted to go over any of the -- like the retainer

17  agreement or the breakdown of the different cases, the

18  Elam or the Armenian case, we have those documents in

19  here, a copy of the overdraft notice, the bounced check,

20  and those type of things.

21       All right.  So, essentially, that's the terms

22  of the agreement that we propose, and we'd ask the panel

23  to consider that and accept that recommendation.

24       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  Let's hear from Mr. Marchese

25  on behalf of Ms. Armenian with regard to the Conditional
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1  Guilty Plea and the terms.

2       MR. MARCHESE:  Absolutely.  Thank you,

3  Michael.  We are in agreement with those terms and

4  conditions.  We've gone over the Conditional Guilty Plea

5  agreement.  My client is well aware of all the things

6  that will be facing her if the panel does, in fact,

7  accept these negotiations.  I don't necessarily disagree

8  with anything that the State Bar said.

9       A couple little comments, though, however.  We

10  do agree, and we would submit to the panel that this was

11  a situation where this was not an intentional -- you

12  know, experience, not inexperienced, nine years,

13  definitely a little bit on the lower end, was only in

14  solo practitioning for approximately four years.

15       Has no background in accounting, very poor

16  accounting procedures, we would submit.  I think even

17  the State Bar would agree with that assessment, and just

18  kind of got in a situation where the money was coming in

19  and coming out and didn't quite exactly know where it

20  was going.  But anything that was done was not done with

21  malice in this situation.

22       The State Bar is correct in the check that

23  bounced was immediately repaid out of her operating

24  account, and I think it's an important point of

25  reference in that that money was paid before there were
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1  any State Bar proceedings instituted against her.  In

2  reference to the $5,000 that were there, it is our

3  belief that it was a combination of funds.

4       We also got an independent accounting, but we

5  were unable to get an exact figure as to trace where the

6  funds came from.  But it's our belief that those funds

7  were both earned and a client's funds on a general

8  litigation matter, so the State Bar is correct in that

9  there was, in fact, commingling in funds.  She

10  completely understands now, should have taken those

11  earned funds out sooner, but here we are.  You know, you

12  live and learn, if you will.

13       In reference to failing to respond to the Bar,

14  you know, she was just kind of in a situation where you

15  have a younger attorney just kind of at a loss, so to

16  speak, didn't really know what the answers were,

17  received correspondence from the State Bar asking her

18  what the situation was with all these accounting issues.

19  She looked at her books.  Admittedly, they weren't where

20  they needed to be; and, as a result, she didn't really

21  know the answers, so she didn't know how to respond.

22       Probably should have just given a one or a two

23  sentence response to the State Bar and said, "Hey, I

24  can't really tell you where all this is going."  But

25  it's just one of those situations, I guess, for lack of
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1  a better term, a deer in the headlights, just didn't

2  really know what to do, based on the gravity of the

3  circumstances, given the fact that she has had no prior

4  disciplines, didn't really know how to respond to the

5  State Bar's response.

6       So, with that, we would ask that you follow

7  the negotiations.  You know, we just do have the one

8  aggravating factor, and I would submit that it's

9  basically just the one incident of the trust accounting.

10  So based on all those factors and the mitigating factors

11  here, I think that this is an appropriate resolution.

12       The State Bar touched upon this, but I just

13  wanted to make this a point of clarification, as well,

14  that she is no longer in solo practice.  She's working

15  for someone else.  The trust accounting won't be an

16  issue for her, because she doesn't have a trust account

17  in her name.  She does not have access, to my knowledge,

18  of third-party funds, so that will not be an issue going

19  forward in reference to any sort of safekeeping or

20  conversion or anything along those lines.

21       So, with that, we would submit it to the

22  panel's discretion.  I have spoken about Ms. Armenian's

23  ability to make a statement here today.  I will leave

24  that up to her, and if the panel has any questions for

25  us, we would be more than happy to try to respond and
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1  answer those accordingly.

2       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  Ms. Armenian, would you like

3  to make any type of statement or just we'll go based on

4  your attorney's representations?

5       You don't have to.  I'm just asking to give

6  you the opportunity if you want to say something.  If

7  not, we can go forward with questions.

8       MS. ARMENIAN:  I would just reiterate what the

9  State Bar has mentioned and my attorney just mentioned

10  that, as soon as I found out that there was an

11  overdraft, I took care of those funds from my operating

12  account and paid the provider.  I don't believe any --

13  the public or any of my clients have been hurt and, to

14  be honest, it was just an accounting error.

15       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  Thank you.  Does anyone from

16  the panel have any questions of the State Bar or of

17  Mr. Marchese?

18       MR. HESHMATI:  I did just want to clarify

19  something.  You said that Ms. Armenian did pay back the

20  money before the State Bar proceedings actually started;

21  is that correct?

22       MR. MARCHESE:  That's a correct statement.

23       MR. HESHMATI:  Okay.  That's all that I had.

24       MR. MARCHESE:  Thank you.

25       CHAIR OH:  Any other questions?
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1       MR. HESHMATI:  No.

2       CHAIR OH:  I have one question.  So the only

3  thing that's still outstanding, even though Mr. Marchese

4  said it looks like the $5,000 that's kind of unknown,

5  and you believe that to be earned fees, but where are

6  you folks on that?  I guess my concern is is that

7  there's this provision submitting to binding fee

8  arbitration, but we still don't know who this client is.

9       And I don't want to set Ms. Armenian up for

10  failure and not complying with this agreement without

11  knowing a little more details.  What if it is earned

12  fees, then obviously she doesn't have to go to binding

13  arbitration.  But what if she has an issue of finding

14  this client?  If they determine who these monies may be

15  owed to, what then with that money?

16       MR. MARCHESE:  And I apologize if I didn't

17  articulate our position properly.  It's my belief that

18  the monies were a combination of earned fees as well as

19  unearned fees to the client.  Ms. Armenian might be able

20  to illuminate the panel a little bit more on that, but

21  it's my understanding that any unearned fees were, in

22  fact, returned to the client.

23       Unfortunately, as we stand here today, as an

24  officer of the court, I cannot give you an exact

25  to-the-penny dollar amount of what those figures were,
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1  but that is our general consensus and belief as to what

2  the source of those funds were.

3       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  I just want to make sure

4  State Bar's okay with that, and you're going to leave

5  it -- I'll leave it -- we'll leave it to the State Bar

6  to make that determination if whatever the accounting or

7  where those funds are that they've been returned, and

8  there's not going to be any outstanding issues regarding

9  this.

10       You guys would be satisfied with information

11  provided by Ms. Armenian that she has figured out where

12  all those monies are.  They were, in fact, earned fees

13  or the ones that weren't earned fees, that she's

14  returned them to the clients, and you guys -- the State

15  Bar -- would be willing to take that representation or

16  is there anything more that is going to need to be done

17  on this?

18       I just don't want there to be any confusion as

19  to what the requirements are as to that provision with

20  the money where we don't know where it came from.  I

21  guess I just want to make sure of that.

22       MR. HOOGE:  I think I can address that,

23  Chairman Oh.  The -- I think the -- when you look at the

24  conditions of probation, the $2,982.20, that condition

25  has been resolved, and so I probably shouldn't even have
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1  included that in the Conditional Guilty Plea Agreement.

2  She did pay that back, and that's satisfied.

3       With regard to the $5,000, we don't have any

4  paperwork on that yet, and so it would be a condition of

5  probation, and so -- but our team's pretty good.  If

6  Ms. Armenian has an accountant and has that all worked

7  out and they've figured out where it comes from, they

8  can just run that by our team.

9       And if it's fees that she's earned, and they

10  were just commingled, we would just need documentation

11  proof of that, and then we could sign that off as a

12  condition of probation.  And so I don't think it's

13  something that we have to do right now or have right

14  now.  She has that whole year of probation, but

15  eventually before probation ends, we need to get that

16  documentation, and we need to get that cleared up and

17  verified.

18       If it is a client that the money was taken

19  from and the -- we need to notify the client that, "Hey,

20  this happened," and then have -- either repay the client

21  to their satisfaction or if the client's not satisfied,

22  then they need to submit to arbitration.  If there's no

23  client that's involved, and it's all just fees, then we

24  just need the documentation for that.  So that's our

25  intent, and so --
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1       MS. BRADLEY:  Mr. Hooge -- Mr. Hooge, we have

2  lost Mr. Oh.  Could we stop, please?

3       MR. HOOGE:  Yep.

4         (Recess taken.)

5       CHAIR OH:  Sorry about that.  My computer

6  disconnected and just shut down.  I don't know -- didn't

7  understand this, but, anyhow, we can continue.

8       The last I heard is that, State Bar, you guys

9  were willing to just accept -- your team was going to

10  take a look at it and accept whatever representations

11  that they make as far as the remainder of those monies,

12  correct?

13       MR. HOOGE:  Yeah.  Our intent is that that

14  will be a condition of probation and during that term of

15  probation, and we'll work with her to review the

16  documentation and make sure that she satisfies that

17  condition.

18       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  If there are no other

19  questions, I think we can go ahead and deliberate.  So

20  why don't we go ahead and do that.

21         (Recess taken.)

22       CHAIR OH:  We can go back on the record on

23  State Bar versus Hera Armenian.  So the panel members

24  deliberated and -- but with the unanimous decision we

25  have -- we're going to accept the Conditional Guilty

ROA Page 091



1  Plea based upon the representations by State Bar as well

2  as Mr. Marchese.

3       And the Stated Form of Discipline would be the

4  one-year suspension, stayed for a period of one year,

5  subject to conditions of probation, which would include

6  the quarterly reports to the State Bar with the caseload

7  status, trust accounting, if it's applicable.

8       She will not engage in solo practice during

9  the time of probation, complete the six hours of

10  Continuing Legal Education or the equivalent on

11  accounting for client property, which, from our

12  understanding, it seems that the State Bar, the

13  probation division, is able to help facilitate that so

14  that there's not going to be any issues.

15       And that the issue of the binding fee

16  arbitration and making restitution for the amounts

17  that -- for at least for the $5,000 and the Conditional

18  Guilty Plea, there is that $2,982.20 as it relates to

19  her father's settlement, but that has already been taken

20  care of, so that condition appears to have already been

21  met prior to this hearing and that the Respondent will

22  pay the costs of reporting and accounting for this --

23  for this disciplinary matter; is that correct?

24       MR. MARCHESE:  (Moves head up and down.)

25       CHAIR OH:  Okay.  And the State Bar will
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1  monitor the compliance, and the process is all laid out

2  in the event that there is a breach, and that she will

3  have her subsequent hearing if there are any potential

4  breaches based on the State Bar's -- that they would

5  have to petition to have another formal hearing as it

6  relates to any potential violations.

7       So, with that, we accept the Conditional

8  Guilty Plea as well as the aggravating and mitigating

9  circumstances as agreed to, and it seems like this is

10  all -- we're all done here.  Does anyone have anything

11  else to add?  Did I miss anything?

12         (No audible response.)

13       It doesn't appear so.

14       MR. MARCHESE:  Not to our knowledge.

15       CHAIR OH:  Cool.  All right.  Well, that will

16  be that for this hearing, and good luck, Ms. Armenian.

17         (Reporter's Transcript of Proceedings was

18         recessed at 9:45 a.m.)
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1          REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2  STATE OF NEVADA   )
            )  ss
3  COUNTY OF CLARK   )

4    I, Carla N. Bywaters, a duly certified court
  reporter licensed in and for the State of Nevada, do
5  hereby certify:

6    That I reported the taking of the foregoing
  proceedings at the time and place aforesaid;
7
    That I thereafter transcribed my shorthand notes
8  into typewriting and that the typewritten transcript of
  said proceedings is a complete, true and accurate record
9  of testimony provided at said time to the best of my
  ability.
10
    I further certify that I am not a relative,
11  employee or independent contractor of counsel of any of
  the parties involved in said action; nor a person
12  financially interested in the action; nor do I have any
  other relationship with any of the parties or with
13  counsel of any of the parties involved in the action
  that may reasonably cause my impartiality to be
14  questioned.

15    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand in
  the County of Clark, State of Nevada, this 30th day of
16  November 2021.
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Case No.:  SBN20-00002 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA, 

Complainant,
vs.

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ., 
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DESIGNATION OF
HEARING PANEL MEMBERS

To: HERA ARMENIAN, Esq.  
2580 Sorrel St.,  
Las Vegas, Nevada 89146
(702) 979-3565
harmenian@jfnvlaw.com

Represented by:  
Jess R. Marchese, Esq.  
601 South Rancho Drive, B-14 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89106  
(702) 385-537
marcheselaw@msn.com

The following are members of the Disciplinary Board for the Southern District of 

Nevada.  Pursuant to Nevada Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 105, you may issue peremptory 

challenge to five (5) such individuals by delivering the same in writing to the Office of Bar 

Counsel within twenty (20) days of service of the complaint.  

The Chair of the Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board will thereafter designate a 

hearing panel of three (3) members of the Disciplinary Board, including at least one member 

who is not an attorney, to hear the above-captioned matter. 
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1. Russell E. Marsh, Esq., Chair 

2. Dana Palmer Oswalt, Esq., Vice Chair 

3. Christopher J. Lalli, Esq., Vice Chair

4. Neil Beller, Esq. 

5. Annette L. Bradley, Esq.

6. John E. Bragonje, Esq. 

7. Shemilly A. Briscoe, Esq.

8. Amanda Brookyser, Esq. 

9. Robert J. Caldwell, Esq.

10. Jacqueline B. Carman, Esq.

11. Andrew A. Chiu, Esq. 

12. James P. Chrisman, Esq. 

13. Nell E. Christensen, Esq. 

14. Marc P. Cook, Esq. 

15. Ira W. David, Esq. 

16. Damon Dias, Esq.  

17. Sandra K. DiGiacomo, Esq.  

18. F. Thomas Edwards, Esq. 

19. Matthew S. Fox, Esq. 

20. Alan Freer, Esq.  

21. Adam Garth, Esq. 

22. Kelly Giordani, Esq.  

23. Robert G. Giunta, Esq. 

24. Angela Guingcangco, Esq. 
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25. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq.

26. Kenneth E. Hogan, Esq. 

27. Jennifer K. Hostetler, Esq. 

28. David Kaplan, Esq. 

29. James T. Leavitt, Esq.

30. Michael B. Lee, Esq. 

31. Jennifer R. Lloyd, Esq.

32. Donald Lowrey, Esq.  

33. Roger Madsen, Esq.

34. Jason R. Maier, Esq.

35. Farhan Naqvi, Esq. 

36. Michael J. Oh, Esq.

37. Gary A. Pulliam, Esq. 

38. Paul “Luke” Puschnig, Esq. 

39. Michael D. Rawlins, Esq. 

40. Jericho L. Remitio, Esq.

41. Jarrod L. Rickard, Esq.

42. Miriam E. Rodriguez, Esq. 

43. Vincent J. Romeo, Esq. 

44. Daniel F. Royal, Esq. 

45. Maria V. Saladino, Esq.  

46. Africa A. Sanchez, Esq. 

47. Jen J. Sarafina, Esq. 

48. Jay A. Shafer, Esq. 
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49. Thomas R. Sheets, Esq. 

50. Jeffrey G. Sloane, Esq. 

51. Sarah E. Smith, Esq.  

52. James R. Sweetin, Esq. 

53. Stephen L. Titzer Esq. 

54. Jacob J. Villani, Esq. 

55. Marni Watkins, Esq.  

56. Dan R. Waite, Esq. 

57. Joseph Went, Esq.  

58. Reed J. Werner, Esq. 

59. Rachel Wise, Esq. 

60. Natalie Ann Allred, Laymember 

61. Afeni Banks, Laymember 

62. Brian Catlett, Laymember 

63. Alexander Falconi, Laymember 

64. Brittany Falconi, Laymember 

65. Joelyne Gold, Laymember 

66. Elizabeth A. Hanson, Laymember 

67. Jack S. Hegeduis, Laymember 

68. Julia D. Hesmati, Laymember 

69. William M. Holland, Laymember 

70. Nicholas Kho, Laymember

71. Annette Kingsley, Laymember

72. Gale Kotlikova, Laymember  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING HEARING PANEL CHAIR was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of September, 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

21st
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF 

TELEPHONIC INITIAL CASE CONFERENCE was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of September, 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

22nd 
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Case No.: OBC20-1115 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,

Complainant, 
vs. 

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ.,  
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

SCHEDULING ORDER

Pursuant to Rule 17 of the Disciplinary Rules of Procedure (“DRP”), on Friday, September 

24, 2021, at 4 p.m., Michael J. Oh, Esq., the Formal Hearing Panel Chair, met telephonically with 

Dan M. Hooge, Esq., Bar Counsel, on behalf of the State Bar of Nevada, and Jess R. Marchese, Esq., 

on behalf of Respondent to conduct the Initial Conference in this matter.   

During the Case Conference the parties discussed disclosures, discovery issues, the potential 

for resolution of this matter prior to the hearing, a status conference, and the hearing date. 

The parties agreed to the following: 

1. The parties consent to service by electronic means of all documents pursuant to SCR

109(2), NRCP 5, and DRP 11(b)(3) with the understanding that all documents need to be submitted 

by 5:00 p.m. to be file stamped timely. 

2. The parties stipulate that venue is proper in Clark County, Nevada.

3. The Formal Hearing for this matter is hereby set for one (1) day starting at 9:00

a.m. on Thursday, November 18, 2021, and shall take place via Zoom.
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4. On or before October 1, 2021, the State Bar of Nevada’s initial disclosures shall be 

served on all parties.  The documents provided by the State Bar shall be bates stamped with 

numerical designations.  See DRP 17 (a).  

5. On or before October 11, 2021, Respondent’s initial disclosures shall be served on 

all parties.  The documents provided by the Respondent shall be bates stamped with alphabetical 

exhibit designations. See DRP 17 (a).  

6. On or before October 15, 2021, the parties shall file and serve any Motions.  

7. On or before November 5, 2021, all oppositions to the Motions, if any, shall be 

filed and served on the parties.  

8. On or before November 1, 2021, the parties shall serve a Final Designation of 

witnesses expected to testify and exhibits expected to be presented at the Formal Hearing in this 

matter, pursuant to SCR 105(2)(d), DRP 17(a) and DRP 21.  

9. All documents disclosed shall be bates stamped, the State Bar will use numerical 

exhibit designations and Respondent will use alphabetical exhibit designations, pursuant to DRP 17. 

10. On November 10, 2021, at 3 p.m., the parties shall meet telephonically with the 

panel chair, Michael J. Oh, Esq., for the Pre-hearing Conference.  Any pending issues, including 

pending Motions, will be addressed at the Pre-hearing Conference.  The parties shall use the State 

Bar conference bridge (877) 594-8353 and the passcode is 46855068#.   

Pursuant to DRP 23, at the Pre-hearing conference (i) the parties shall discuss all matters 

needing attention prior to the hearing date, (ii) the Chair may rule on any motions or disputes 

including motions to exclude evidence, witnesses, or other pretrial evidentiary matter, and (iii) the 

parties shall discuss and determine stipulated exhibits proffered by either the State Bar or 

Respondent as well as a stipulated statement of facts, if any.    

//
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing SCHEDULING 

ORDER was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

3. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of September 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

29th
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing ORDER 

APPOINTING FORMAL HEARING PANEL was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq. (Panel Member): Parish@halo-attorneys.com

3. Alexander Falconi (Laymember): falconiarmie@gmail.com

4. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

5. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of October 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

8th 
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Case No.:  OBC20-1115

STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA, 

Complainant,
vs.

HERA ARMENIAN, ESQ., 
BAR NO. 12322 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

NOTICE OF FORMAL HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the formal hearing in the above-entitled action has been 

scheduled for one day on Thursday, November 18, 2021, at the hour of 9:00 a.m., 

The hearing will be conducted virtually through ZOOM video conference. The parties 

have stipulated to the hearing date set forth above.   

Please be further advised that you are entitled to be represented by counsel, to cross-

examine witnesses, and to present evidence. 

Dated this 12th day of October 2021. 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA

By:  _____________________________ 
Daniel M. Hooge, Bar Counsel 
Nevada Bar No. 10620 
3100 W. Charleston Blvd, Suite 100 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 
(702) 382-2200
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF 

FORMAL HEARING was served via email to: 

1. Michael J. Oh, Esq. (Hearing Panel Chair): Michael.oh@cityofhenderson.com

2. Parish D. Heshmati, Esq. (Panel Member): Parish@halo-attorneys.com

3. Alexander Falconi (Laymember): falconiarmie@gmail.com

4. Jess Marchese, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent): marcheselaw@msn.com

5. Dan Hooge, Esq. (Bar Counsel): danh@nvbar.org

DATED this ____ day of October 2021. 

By:_______________________________ 
     Tiffany Bradley, an employee of 
     the State Bar of Nevada.  

13th 
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DECLARATION OF CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS 
 

 TIFFANY BRADLEY, under penalty of perjury, being first duly sworn, declares and says 

as follows: 

1. That Declarant is employed as a Hearing Paralegal for the Office of Bar Counsel of 

the State Bar of Nevada and in such capacity is the custodian of records for the State 

Bar of Nevada;  

2. That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada membership records regarding 

Respondent Hera Armenian, Nevada Bar number 12322 and has verified that she 

was first licensed to practice law in the State of Nevada on May 10, 2012. 

3. That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada membership records and 

confirmed Respondent is currently suspended for Admin/CLE/Disc/Fee. 

4. That Declarant has reviewed the State Bar of Nevada discipline records regarding 

Respondent and has verified that she has no prior discipline. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Dated this 15th  day of November, 2021. 

       
         

By: ___________________________ 
          Tiffany Bradley, Hearing Paralegal 
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From: Laura Peters
To: hera@lasvegaslegaladvisors.com
Subject: Grievance OBC20-1115/ First National Bank
Date: Friday, October 16, 2020 4:52:00 PM
Attachments: Declaration of Compliance SCR 78.5.pdf

Overdraft Notice.pdf
Armenian.trust violation LOI 101620.pdf

Hard copy to follow.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation,

Laura Peters
Paralegal/Investigator
Office of Bar Counsel
Ph: 775-824-1382
Email: laurap@nvbar.org
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STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
 

 October 16, 2020 
 
Sent via Electronic and Regular Mail 
 
Hera Armenian, Esq.  
Las Vegas Legal Advisors 
1013 Whitney Ranch Dr.,Suite 110 
Henderson, NV 89014 
 
hera@lasvegaslegaladvisors.com    

 RE:  Grievance OBC20-1115/ First National Bank 
 
Dear Ms. Armenian: 
 
 First National Bank has notified the Office of Bar Counsel that your 
trust account was overdrawn on September 24, 2020. Enclosed is a copy of 
the notice.  Bar Counsel has assigned me to investigate the matter. You 
may contact me at 775-824-1382 or by email at  laurap@nvbar.org. 
 

As part of our continuous efforts to protect the public and improve 
public confidence in the State Bar of Nevada, the Office of Bar Counsel 
(OBC) will conduct an audit of any client trust account for which the OBC 
receives 1) an overdraft notification; 2) a grievance from a client or third-
party about delayed disbursement or non-disbursement; or 3) a 
reasonable suspicion of impropriety during an investigation. Your matter 
meets one or more of these conditions. 

 
During the audit, the OBC will verify your compliance with the 

record keeping and safekeeping requirements of Supreme Court Rule 
78.5(1)(b) and Rule of Professional Conduct 1.15. The audit may take from 
30 days to 6 months to complete. We will send you a copy of the audit 
report when complete. The OBC will work with you to correct minor 
violations but will forward serious or repeat violations to a prosecuting 
attorney for discipline. 

 
Supreme Court Rule 78.5(1)(b) and Rule of Professional Conduct 

1.15 require you to record the date, amount, source, and explanation for all 
deposits and withdrawals to and from your client trust accounts. Please 
respond in writing with supporting documentation to the 
questions and requests listed below to ensure a quick and 
accurate audit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3100 W. Charleston Blvd. 
Suite 100 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
phone 702.382.2200 
toll free 800.254.2797 
fax 702.385.2878 
 
9456 Double R Blvd., Ste. B 
Reno, NV 89521-5977 
phone 775.329.4100 
fax 775.329.0522 
 
www.nvbar.org 
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STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
 

1. Please complete the enclosed Declaration of Compliance and 
return it with your response.  
 

2. Explain the reason for the overdraft and what you have done to 
correct it.  
 

3. Please provide copies of all bank records, physical or electronic, 
for the six months prior to the overdraft. This should include all 
bank records from April 2020 to present. Bank records should 
include monthly statements, front/back of checks, and deposit 
slips. 

 
4. If any electronic transfers were made from a client trust account, 

please provide the name of the person authorizing transfer, the 
date of transfer, the name of the recipient, the reason for the 
transfer, confirmation, and the date and time of the transfer; 

 
5. Please provide your receipt and disbursement journal for each 

IOLTA or client trust account. (Firms may provide printouts 
from Quickbooks, Quicken, Excel, etc.) This journal should 
include a record of deposits to and withdrawals from the trust 
account; the date, source, and description of each deposit; and 
the date, payee and purpose of each disbursement for the last six 
months.  It should also include a running balance. 

 
6. Please provide a ledger for each client or beneficiary for the last 

six months.  (You should have a ledger for each trust client or 
beneficiary.) Like an account journal, each ledger should include 
a record of deposits to and withdrawals from the trust account; 
the date, source, and description of each deposit; and the date, 
payee and purpose of each disbursement for the last six months.  
However, unlike an account journal, client ledgers should 
include a running balance for each client. 
 

7. If the overdrawn check was related to the distribution of 
litigation proceeds, provide copies of the following: the 
representation agreement; settlement documents (including the 
release); signed settlement disbursement sheet; and all lien 
documents. 

 
8. If the overdrawn check was payment of attorney fees or costs 

from a retainer, provide copies of the retainer agreement and 
billing invoices substantiating the payment. 
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STATE BAR OF NEVADA 
 

9. If these items do not exist or you do not have possession of any 
of the items requested, please explain why.  

 
We kindly request your cooperation.  Please respond on or before 

November 6, 2020.  Failure to respond may subject you to discipline 
under Rule of Professional Conduct 8.1(b). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laura Peters 
Investigator 
Office of Bar Counsel  
 

/lp 
Enclosure 
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DECLARATION OF COMPLIANCE  

(Under Penalty of Perjury per NRS 53.045) 

I, _________________, Nevada Bar Number _______, do hereby 

solemnly declare: 

1. That I am the attorney responsible for the client trust  account(s) 

maintained by the law firm identified as ______________________________ 

(Identify each client trust account by name and account number. )  

2. That the law firm keeps all records related to each client trust accounts 

for at least seven years after the fiduciary obligation ends.  These records are: 

a. An account journal that identifies every deposit and 
disbursement and balance for each trust account. 

b. A ledger for each client that identifies every deposit and 
disbursement and balance for each client. 

c. Support records.  These include bank statements, deposit slips, 
transfer records, and cancelled checks.  Transfer records, such as 
transfers done online, through a mobile app, or by telephone, 
should include the person requesting the transfer, the date, the 
recipient, and bank confirmation. 

d. Regular reconciliations of a, b, and c.   

 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

 

 Executed on ______________ by ________________________ 
   Date         Signature 
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From: Laura Peters
To: Hera Armenian
Subject: RE: Grievance OBC 20-1115
Date: Thursday, October 22, 2020 2:29:00 PM

Received.  Thank you Hera!
 

From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 1:38 PM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Cc: harmenian@jfnvlaw.com
Subject: RE: Grievance OBC 20-1115
 
Hi Laura, 
 
I wanted to confirm that I received the State Bar's correspondence dated October 16, 2020. I'm sorry
I haven't had a chance to contact you earlier. I recently started new employment at Jennings &
Fulton. Attached is my signed Declaration and I assure you I will comply with your request and look
forward to resolving this matter. 
 
Thank you!
 
Hera  
(702) 580-6348
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From: Hera Armenian
To: Laura Peters
Subject: Re: Grievance OBC 20-1115
Date: Thursday, November 5, 2020 10:13:02 AM
Attachments: LTR to NV Bar - 11.5.20.pdf

Hello Ms. Peters, 

I hope this email finds you well. Attached is an initial response. I am trying to figure out what
records will be most useful to you. Please advise at your convenience and after you have a
chance to review the attached response. I do not have single client ledgers but may share bank
statements, declarations, or a settlement breakdown. Please advise what would be most
beneficial and to your file and the matter given the facts. Thank you so much for your help in
this important matter.    

Also, I wanted to let you know that I am having surgery today on my fractured ankle. I have
been immobile since October 24, 2020. I will ofcourse get back to you with any additional
information requested. 

Thank you kindly, 

Hera

On Thu, Oct 22, 2020 at 2:29 PM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Received.  Thank you Hera!

From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 1:38 PM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Cc: harmenian@jfnvlaw.com
Subject: RE: Grievance OBC 20-1115

Hi Laura, 

I wanted to confirm that I received the State Bar's correspondence dated October 16, 2020.
I'm sorry I haven't had a chance to contact you earlier. I recently started new employment at
Jennings & Fulton. Attached is my signed Declaration and I assure you I will comply with
your request and look forward to resolving this matter. 

Thank you!
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Hera  

(702) 580-6348
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November 5, 2020 
    

VIA EMAIL TO LAURAP@NVBAR.ORG 
 
State Bar of Nevada 
Attn: Laura Peters 
3100 W. Charleston Blvd., Ste. 100 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
 
 Re:      OBC File No. 20-1115 – Fourth Quarterly Report 
     
Dear Ms. Peters: 
 
This correspondence is in response to the above matter and some additional 
information in conjunction with our recent telephonic correspondence.   
 
The overdrawn amount was in reference to a personal injury settlement stemming from 
my father’s personal injury matter I was handling from Hera Armenian LTD’s IOTLA 
with First Savings Bank.  At the time of the accident, I was working for The Law Offices 
of Romeo R. Perez, LLC.  
 
Since the inadvertent overdraft, I have spoken to the medical provider and timely and 
diligently submitted payment to them. I may provide you with copies of the mailing and 
cure check issued. Should you require, I may also request that the provider provide a 
declaration or affidavit regarding the same. 
 
Additionally, please note, as of September 14, 2020, I am now employed, full-time, with 
Jennings and Fulton LLP and am considering closing my IOLTA in the very near-future.  
 
If you should need any additional information please feel free to contact me directly at 
702-580-6348, or email me at Hera.Armenian@gmail.com.  Thank you.   
 
Humbly, 
 
/s/ H. Armenian 
         
Hera Armenian, Esq.
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From: Laura Peters
To: Hera.Armenian@gmail.com
Subject: Grievance File OBC20-1115/ First National Bank
Date: Wednesday, November 25, 2020 10:25:54 AM

Good Morning Hera:
 
Thanks for your patience.  I hope your ankle surgery went well and you are on the mend.  Based on
your explanation, I understand that the overdraft was not a bank error, is that correct?   The IOLTA
involved is under your control, is that right?  If that is the case, and actually even if it isn’t but that
makes things a little more complicated for you, I will need the prior 6 months worth of bank
statements to track the account’s activity.  I will also need the distribution sheet from the personal
injury case involved, the lien information – payments to providers, legal fees (if any) and the amount
the client ultimately received, if that has happened.  Did I send you a declaration of compliance
(attached) – that’s really the only declaration I will need.  I assume I will find payouts to the providers
when I review the statements. 
 
I also need you to tell me what measures you took to correct the overdraft.  For example, did you
take money from your operating account to make up the difference or were they personal funds? 
The intent here is to ensure that the money you deposited to correct the error wasn’t taken from
another client’s account, assuming you have a “pooled” IOLTA (more than one clients’ money is in
there, which is common).  That’s where the trust ledgers for each client come in handy.  In situations
such as this we can easily tell how much money in the IOLTA belongs to each client. 
 
I am recommending that this file go into investigation which actually just gives us a little more time
to obtain the necessary documentation.  I will perform an audit when I get the statements and we’ll
proceed from there.  Once I have completed my audit and investigation, the file will be screened by
a panel of the Southern Disciplinary Board.  So, statements for the prior 6 months – plus any that
show the payments to providers if they’re not reflected in that grouping – and the distribution sheet
along with an explanation of how you fixed the overdraft.  I am calendaring this production for
December 15, 2020.
 
Have a nice holiday,
 
Laura Peters
Investigator
Office of Bar Counsel
775-824-1382
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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STATE BAR OF NEVADA 

 January 28, 2020

Sent via Electronic and Regular Mail 

Hera Armenian, Esq. 
2050 Troon Drive 
Henderson, NV  89074 

hera.armenian@gmail.com  

RE:  Grievance OBC20-1115/ First National Bank 

Dear Ms. Armenian: 

Our records show that you have not provided a written response to 
the Letter of Investigation sent to you on October 16, 2020, enclosed for 
your ready reference.  Please give this matter your immediate attention.  I 
am in receipt of your Declaration of Compliance with SCR 78.5 but request 
further documentation as listed in the accompanying letter in order to 
perform an audit of your IOLTA. 

Absent a response from you, a screening panel of the Southern 
Disciplinary Board may be asked to consider an additional violation of 
RPC 8.1(b) (Bar Admissions and Disciplinary Matters).  Therefore, I am 
calendaring your response for February 16, 2021.  Thank you for your 
anticipated cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Peters 
Investigator 
Office of Bar Counsel 

/lp 
Enclosure 

3100 W. Charleston Blvd. 
Suite 100 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
phone 702.382.2200 
toll free 800.254.2797 
fax 702.385.2878 

9456 Double R Blvd., Ste. B 
Reno, NV 89521-5977 
phone 775.329.4100 
fax 775.329.0522 

www.nvbar.org 
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From: Hera Armenian
To: Laura Peters
Subject: Re: Grievance OBC20-1115/ First National Bank
Date: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 12:58:18 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Ltr Dated 02.15.2021.pdf

Laura, 

Attached please find my official written response and documents. Please let me know should
you need additional documents. I can get them to you but am just a little physically slow while
be located at the law office of Jennings & Fulton in the Las Vegas/Summerlin area and my
former office is in Hendersonville.

Thank you!

Hera
(702) 580-6348

On Wed, Jan 27, 2021 at 5:03 PM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Good Evening Hera:

Here is the letter as promised.  I hope it doesn’t sound to harsh as I recognize that you
provided an initial response on 11/5/20.  However, because the error wasn’t a bank error, a
grievance file was opened and now I will require all/most of the items listed in my original
letter to you.  The 8.1 language is just a requirement but rest assured, I have record of you
responding earlier, at least in part.  This is just a friendly reminder for the documentation. 

Thank you,

Laura Peters

Paralegal/Investigator

Office of Bar Counsel

Ph: 775-824-1382

Email: laurap@nvbar.org

 Notice of Confidentiality: The information transmitted is intended only for the
person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
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material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in
reliance upon, this information by anyone other than the intended recipient is not authorized.
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From: Laura Peters
To: Hera Armenian
Subject: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank
Date: Thursday, February 18, 2021 5:02:00 PM

Good Afternoon Hera:
 
I have completed my audit – everything you submitted was in order and very easy to follow, thank
you – and have only one question:
 
You paid most of your father’s providers in August and, just before you paid the Cole Rehab provider
you took in $10K and then transferred $18,470 to N.O.W., creating the low balance that led to the
overdraft/returned check.  In case I’m asked, can I have an explanation for that – what is N.O.W. and
is it in connection with a client?  I see that you reissued a check to Cole Rehab in October directly
from your operating account which is fine.
 
Thank you so much for your cooperation with this,
 
Laura Peters
Paralegal/Investigator
Office of Bar Counsel
Ph: 775-824-1382
Email: laurap@nvbar.org
 

 Notice of Confidentiality: The information transmitted is intended only for the person or
entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review,
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon, this information
by anyone other than the intended recipient is not authorized.
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From: Laura Peters
To: Hera Armenian
Subject: RE: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank
Date: Friday, February 19, 2021 11:06:00 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Actually, is there any way you can share with me the name of the client and perhaps a distribution
sheet, however informal, with regard to the settlement and 18K disbursal for attorney fees?  I
anticipate that Bar Counsel will ask for clarification on that piece.
 

From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 10:18 AM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank
 
Hi Laura, 
 
Thank you so much for reviewing my file. The $10K deposited on 9/9/2020 were settlement funds
deposited into my IOLTA. Attached is the deposit slip. The subsequent transfer to NOW was to a
personal account with First Savings Bank, where the monies still are. The settlement funds deposited
were earned. You are correct, the Core Rehab checks issued in October originated from my business
operating account. 
 
Hera
702.580.6348  
 
On Thu, Feb 18, 2021 at 5:02 PM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Good Afternoon Hera:
 
I have completed my audit – everything you submitted was in order and very easy to follow, thank
you – and have only one question:
 
You paid most of your father’s providers in August and, just before you paid the Cole Rehab
provider you took in $10K and then transferred $18,470 to N.O.W., creating the low balance that
led to the overdraft/returned check.  In case I’m asked, can I have an explanation for that – what
is N.O.W. and is it in connection with a client?  I see that you reissued a check to Cole Rehab in
October directly from your operating account which is fine.
 
Thank you so much for your cooperation with this,
 
Laura Peters
Paralegal/Investigator
Office of Bar Counsel
Ph: 775-824-1382
Email: laurap@nvbar.org
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From: Hera Armenian
To: Laura Peters
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank
Date: Monday, February 22, 2021 7:20:55 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Yes, I will review the file this week and share the litigation matter, checks, client name etc. 

thank you again!
Hera
(702) 580-6348

On Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 11:06 AM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Actually, is there any way you can share with me the name of the client and perhaps a
distribution sheet, however informal, with regard to the settlement and 18K disbursal for
attorney fees?  I anticipate that Bar Counsel will ask for clarification on that piece.

 

From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 10:18 AM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank

 

Hi Laura, 

 

Thank you so much for reviewing my file. The $10K deposited on 9/9/2020 were settlement
funds deposited into my IOLTA. Attached is the deposit slip. The subsequent transfer to
NOW was to a personal account with First Savings Bank, where the monies still are. The
settlement funds deposited were earned. You are correct, the Core Rehab checks issued in
October originated from my business operating account. 

 

Hera

702.580.6348  

 

On Thu, Feb 18, 2021 at 5:02 PM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Good Afternoon Hera:
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I have completed my audit – everything you submitted was in order and very easy to
follow, thank you – and have only one question:

 

You paid most of your father’s providers in August and, just before you paid the Cole
Rehab provider you took in $10K and then transferred $18,470 to N.O.W., creating the
low balance that led to the overdraft/returned check.  In case I’m asked, can I have an
explanation for that – what is N.O.W. and is it in connection with a client?  I see that you
reissued a check to Cole Rehab in October directly from your operating account which is
fine.

 

Thank you so much for your cooperation with this,

 

Laura Peters

Paralegal/Investigator

Office of Bar Counsel

Ph: 775-824-1382

Email: laurap@nvbar.org

 

Notice of Confidentiality: The information transmitted is intended only for the
person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking any action
in reliance upon, this information by anyone other than the intended recipient is not
authorized.

 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Hera Armenian
To: Laura Peters
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 4:16:01 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg
Check $7,500.pdf
Copy of $2500 Check.pdf
Signed Settlement Agreement - Elam, Frank.pdf
Signed Settlement Elam, Frank.pdf

Hi Laura,

Attached please find the signed settlement agreements for $10,000 coming from two checks
one for $7,500 from Pete Findlay Automotive (the Cadillac dealership) and one for $2,500
from Geico. Please let me know if you need anything else. 

Thank you!
Hera
(702) 580-6348

Virus-free. www.avast.com

On Tue, Feb 23, 2021 at 8:31 AM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Thanks.  I hate to be a pain but it might come up and I want to be prepared if it does.

From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 7:21 PM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank

Yes, I will review the file this week and share the litigation matter, checks, client name etc. 

thank you again!

Hera

(702) 580-6348

On Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 11:06 AM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Actually, is there any way you can share with me the name of the client and perhaps a
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distribution sheet, however informal, with regard to the settlement and 18K disbursal for
attorney fees?  I anticipate that Bar Counsel will ask for clarification on that piece.

 

From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 10:18 AM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115/First Savings Bank

 

Hi Laura, 

 

Thank you so much for reviewing my file. The $10K deposited on 9/9/2020 were
settlement funds deposited into my IOLTA. Attached is the deposit slip. The subsequent
transfer to NOW was to a personal account with First Savings Bank, where the monies
still are. The settlement funds deposited were earned. You are correct, the Core Rehab
checks issued in October originated from my business operating account. 

 

Hera

702.580.6348  

 

On Thu, Feb 18, 2021 at 5:02 PM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:

Good Afternoon Hera:

 

I have completed my audit – everything you submitted was in order and very easy to
follow, thank you – and have only one question:

 

You paid most of your father’s providers in August and, just before you paid the Cole
Rehab provider you took in $10K and then transferred $18,470 to N.O.W., creating the
low balance that led to the overdraft/returned check.  In case I’m asked, can I have an
explanation for that – what is N.O.W. and is it in connection with a client?  I see that
you reissued a check to Cole Rehab in October directly from your operating account
which is fine.

 

Thank you so much for your cooperation with this,
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Laura Peters

Paralegal/Investigator

Office of Bar Counsel

Ph: 775-824-1382

Email: laurap@nvbar.org

 

Notice of Confidentiality: The information transmitted is intended only for the
person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking any
action in reliance upon, this information by anyone other than the intended recipient is
not authorized.

 

 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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9/9/20 $10 000.00 $18 475.80 Deposit  - Settlement funds – Franklin Elem (2 checks)
9/11/20 $18,470 00 $5.80 Earned fees transferred to personal account (Elem - $10K)

From: Hera Armenian
To: Laura Peters
Subject: Re: FW: Grievance File OBC20-1115
Date: Friday, April 9, 2021 2 57:44 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hi Laura,

Thank you for your email  I have been meaning to get this to you and am working on it now  I just got out of trial yesterday! I will get you my tracing as soon
as possible

thank you!

Hera

On Fri, Apr 9, 2021 at 9:01 AM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar org> wrote:

Good Morning Hera:

 

Hope you’re doing well    Can you make getting me the final pieces on this file I need a priority? See chart below   I’m getting pressure to move the matter
along as, technically, we only have 5 months after opening to complete our investigation and I’ve already exceeded that time frame    

 

Thank you for your continued cooperation,

 

Laura

 

From: Laura Peters 
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 9:25 AM
To: Hera Armenian <hera armenian@gmail com>
Subject: RE: Grievance File OBC20-1115

 

Hera:

 

I really appreciate the information and I will pass it along, but I need to account for the additional $8,470 that was withdrawn from the IOLTA on
9/11/20       See chart below:

 

                             
erwork as well   I respect that the total amount withdrawn represented earned fees; however, I need an accounting for that money   If there are client

ledgers (I thought at one point you indicated that there were not but I could have misunderstood) that would shed some light on this, please forward them to
me  

 

Sorry to prolong the agony  

 

Laura

 

From: Hera Armenian <hera armenian@gmail com> 
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 6:09 PM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar org>
Subject: Re: Grievance File OBC20-1115

 

Laura, 

 

Attached are Frank Elam's settlement documents  He had originally signed a contingency fee retainer but I only represented him for Property Damage, which
is why I have included the filed complaint here, which includes causes of action for conversion and negligent infliction of emotional distress  

 

Let me know if there is anything else I can provide  Ledgers or otherwise
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Thank you!

Hera 

(702) 580-6348

  

 

On Thu, Mar 11, 2021 at 5:33 PM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar org> wrote:

Good Evening Hera:

 

So nice to speak with you yesterday   Today I received feedback on my investigation report   Bar Counsel is asking for clarification on the $18,470
withdrawal that took place on 9/11/20, right before the overdraft occurred   According to the information you provided regarding client Elem, his
settlement was $10K – the check written for attorney fees shortly thereafter was for more than the settlement amount   Can you provide me with a
disbursement sheet for the Elem case   If there were are other attorney fees included in the 18,470 amount, please provide as much information as
possible to support that claim.  Bar Counsel asked me to ask you for the Elem client ledger; I think you mentioned that you didn’t have client ledgers in
one of your written responses   A disbursement sheet and either the fee agreement, if it was a standard 33 3% fee, or invoices reflecting earned fees would
probably work as well

 

Thank you,

 

 

Laura Peters

Paralegal/Investigator

Office of Bar Counsel

Ph: 775-824-1382

Email: laurap@nvbar org

 

Notice of Confidentiality: The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain
confidential and/or privileged material  Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon, this information
by anyone other than the intended recipient is not authorized
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From: Hera Armenian
To: Laura Peters
Subject: Re: lending investigation
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:59:28 PM

Laura, 

I haven't forgotten about getting a response back to you. I'm still working on it!

Hera

On Tue, Apr 27, 2021 at 10:13 AM Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org> wrote:
Sure, I represented to Bar Counsel that you're working on it - and you are.   That works.

Thanks for the update,

- Laura

-----Original Message-----
From: Hera Armenian <hera.armenian@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 10:11 AM
To: Laura Peters <LauraP@nvbar.org>
Subject: Re: lending investigation 

Laura,

Can I please have till the end of the week to getting something to you? Please let me know if
that’s a problem. 

Thank you! 
Hera 
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IOLTA # 8300398217
Hera Armenian

Date: Debit: Credit: Balance: Description: Payor/Payee: Client:
3/31/30 $5,496.65
4/7/20 $3.25 $5,493.40 Interest Out (Misc Debit)

4/30/20 $3.05 $5,496.45 Interest In
5/14/20 $3.05 $5,493.40 Interest Out
5/29/20 $2.95 $5,496.35 Interest In
6/11/20 $2.95 $5,493.40 Interest Out
6/30/20 $3.25 $5,496.65 Interest In
7/17/20 $3.25 $5,493.40 Interest Out
7/24/20 $35,000.00 $40,493.40 Settlement from USAA
7/30/20 $13,474.40 $27,019.00 Check to Adroushan Armenian
7/31/20 $7.83 $27,026.83 Interest In 
8/3/20 $11,655.00 $15,371.83 Check - Hera Armenian, atty fees (A. Armenian)
8/5/20 $1,088.75 $14,283.08 Check - Southern Nv. Medical Group
8/5/20 $3,614.65 $10,668.43 Check - SM Imaging LLC
8/6/20 $7.63 $10,660.80 Interest Out (Misc Debit)
8/7/20 $1,625.00 $9,035.80 Check - Desert Institue of Spine Care

8/10/20 $560.00 $8,475.80 Check - Int'l Pain & Spine Inst.
8/31/20 $5.91 $8,481.71 Interest In
9/2/20 $5.91 $8,475.80 Interest Out
9/9/20 $10,000.00 $18,475.80 Deposit  - Settlement funds (Franklin Elem -$ 7,500 + $2,500)

9/11/20 $18,470.00 $5.80 Earned fees transferred to personal account.
9/24/20 $2,982.20 ($2,976.40) Check - Cole Rehab
9/25/20 $2,982.20 $5.80 Returned Check Repaid out of Operating acct. on 10/5/20
9/30/20 $2.96 $8.76 Interest In

10/15/20 $2.96 $5.80 Interest Out
11/17/20 $2.96 $2.84 Interest In
12/31/20 $2.84 Balance remaining
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