
 

  

 IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

 
 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO 

   Petitioner,   

vs. 

THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEVADA, In and For the County of 
Washoe, and the Honorable BRIDGET 
ROBB and Honorable CYNTHIA LU 

   Respondent. 

And  

JOHN TOWNLEY 

   Real Party in Interest 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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  Petitioner, Rochelle Mezzano, by and through her counsel, David C. 

O’Mara, Esq., of The O’Mara Law Firm, P.C. hereby offers the following 

documents as Petitioner’s Appendix:  

 Date Filed Description Bates Range Volume 
    

September 
23, 2019 

Complaint for Divorce PA0001-0005 I 

    
September 
25, 2019 

Order of Recusal and Random 
Reassignment 

PA0006 I 

    
September 
25, 2019 

Case Assignment Notification PA0007-0008 I 

    
September 
29, 2019 

Order of Recusal PA0009-0010 I 

    
September 
30, 2019 

Case Assignment Notification PA0011-0012 I 

    
October 1, 
2019 

Peremptory Challenge of Judge PA0013-0014 I 

    
October 1, 
2019 

Case Assignment Notification PA0015-0016 I 

    
December 
28, 2021 

Notice of Peremptory Challenge PA0017-0018 I 

    
December 
28, 2021 

Objection to Invalid Peremptory 
Challenge 

PA0019-0021 I 

    
January 3, 
2022 

Case Assignment Notification PA0022-0023 I 

    
January 5, 
2022 

Order Striking Peremptory Challenge PA0024-0026 I 

    
January 5, 
2022 

Case Assignment Notification PA0027-0028 I 

    
January 18, 
2022 

Order Granting Ex Parte Request for 
Status Hearing 

PA0029-0030 I 

    
January 21, 
2022 

Application for Setting- April 5, 2022 
Status Hearing 

PA0031-0032 I 

[signature on following page] 
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Respectfully submitted.  

Dated: February 14, 2022 THE O’MARA LAW FIRM, P.C. 

 /s/ David C. O’Mara, Esq.  

 311 E. Liberty Street 
Reno, NV 89501 
775.323.1321 
david@omaralaw.net  

 

mailto:david@omaralaw.net
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 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that I am an employee of The O’Mara Law Firm, P.C., 311 

E. Liberty Street, Reno, Nevada 89501, and on this date I served a true and correct 

copy of the foregoing document on all parties to this action by: 

  
X 

Depositing in a sealed envelope placed for collection and mailing in the 
United States Mail, at Reno, Nevada, following ordinary business practices 

  
 Personal Delivery 
  

 Email 
  
 Federal Express or other overnight delivery 
  
 Messenger Service 
  
 Certified Mail with Return Receipt Requested 
  

 Electronically through the Court’s ECF system 
 
addressed as follows: 

 
SILVERMAN KATTELMAN SPRINGGATE, CHTD. 
Alexander C. Morey, Esq.  
500 Damonte Ranch Pkwy, Ste 675 
Reno, Nevada 89521 
 
Counsel for Real Party in Interest 

 
DATED: February 14, 2022 /s/ Bryan Snyder 

 BRYAN SNYDER 



F I L E D
Electronically
DV19-01564

2019-09-24 03:53:00 PM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 7501788 : yviloria

PA0001 PA0001 PA0001



PA0002 PA0002 PA0002



PA0003 PA0003 PA0003



PA0004 PA0004 PA0004



PA0005 PA0005 PA0005



F I L E D
Electronically
DV19-01564

2019-09-24 04:35:26 PM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 7502089

PA0006 PA0006 PA0006



 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

CODE 1312 

 

 

 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 

 
JOHN TOWNLEY, 
 
     Plaintiff,  

   
 vs.  
 
 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO,  
      Defendant.  
______________________________________/ 

 

 

Case No: DV19-01564 

Dept. No:  2

CASE ASSIGNMENT NOTIFICATION 

  I hereby certify the above-entitled matter has been randomly reassigned to 

Department 11, from Department 2. 

  Additional information: 

  On September 24, 2019, an ORDER OF RECUSAL AND FOR RANDOM 

REASSIGNMENT was filed. 

  Dated September 25, 2019. 

 

                      JACQUELINE BRYANT     __   
                 Clerk of the Court 
 
       By             /s/N. Mason______________ 
          N. Mason- Deputy Clerk 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Case No. DV19-01564 

  I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial District Court; that on 

September 25, 2019, I electronically filed the Case Assignment Notification with the clerk 

of the Court System which will send a notice of electronic filing to the following: 

 

HONORABLE CHUCK WELLER 

KENTON CRAIG KARRASCH, ESQ for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
GARY ROBERT SILVERMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
BENJAMIN ALBERS, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY ALEXANDER C. MOREY, ESQ. for 
JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
JOHN P. SPRINGGATE, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
MICHAEL V. KATTELMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
  Pursuant to NRCP 5 (b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second 

Judicial District Court, and that on September 25, 2019, I deposited in the Washoe County 

mailing system for postage and mailing with the U.S. Postal Service in Reno, Nevada, a 

true copy of the attached document, addressed to: 

 
  The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document does not 

contain the social security number of any person. 

 

  Dated September 25, 2019. 

        /s/N. Mason________________ 
        N. Mason 
        Deputy Clerk 

PA0008 PA0008 PA0008
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on 9/29/2019, I electronically filed the foregoing with the 

Clerk of the Court by using the ECF system which will send a notice of electronic filing 

to the following:  

 

Alexander Morey, Esq.  

Silverman Kattelman Springgate, Chtd.  

 

 

             

      
       _______________________________ 
         Administrative Assistant 
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CODE 1312 

 

 

 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 

 
JOHN TOWNLEY, 
 
     Plaintiff,  

   
 vs.  
 
 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO,  
      Defendant.  
______________________________________/ 

 

 

Case No: DV19-01564 

Dept. No:  11

CASE ASSIGNMENT NOTIFICATION 

  I hereby certify the above-entitled matter has been randomly reassigned to 

Department 12, from Department 11. 

  Additional information: 

  On September 29, 2019, an ORDER OF RECUSAL was filed. 

  Dated September 30, 2019. 

 

                      JACQUELINE BRYANT     __   
                 Clerk of the Court 
 
       By             /s/N. Mason______________ 
          N. Mason- Deputy Clerk 

F I L E D
Electronically
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2019-09-30 10:27:40 AM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 7510256
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Case No. DV19-01564 

  I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial District Court; that on 

September 30, 2019, I electronically filed the Case Assignment Notification with the clerk 

of the Court System which will send a notice of electronic filing to the following: 

 

HONORABLE VACANT 

KENTON CRAIG KARRASCH, ESQ for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
GARY ROBERT SILVERMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
BENJAMIN ALBERS, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY ALEXANDER C. MOREY, ESQ. for 
JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
JOHN P. SPRINGGATE, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
MICHAEL V. KATTELMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
  Pursuant to NRCP 5 (b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second 

Judicial District Court, and that on September 30, 2019, I deposited in the Washoe County 

mailing system for postage and mailing with the U.S. Postal Service in Reno, Nevada, a 

true copy of the attached document, addressed to: 

 
  The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document does not 

contain the social security number of any person. 

 

  Dated September 30, 2019. 

        /s/N. Mason________________ 
        N. Mason 
        Deputy Clerk 
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CODE 1312 

 

 

 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 

 
JOHN TOWNLEY, 
 
     Plaintiff,  

   
 vs.  
 
 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO,  
      Defendant.  
______________________________________/ 

 

 

Case No: DV19-01564 

Dept. No:  12

CASE ASSIGNMENT NOTIFICATION 

  I hereby certify the above-entitled matter has been randomly reassigned to 

Department 13, from Department 12. 

  Additional information: 

  On October 1, 2019, a PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE OF JUDGE was filed. 

  Dated October 1, 2019. 

 

                      JACQUELINE BRYANT     __   
                 Clerk of the Court 
 
       By             /s/N. Mason______________ 
          N. Mason- Deputy Clerk 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Case No. DV19-01564 

  I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial District Court; that on 

October 1, 2019, I electronically filed the Case Assignment Notification with the clerk of the 

Court System which will send a notice of electronic filing to the following: 

 

HONORABLE BRIDGET ROBB 

GARY ROBERT SILVERMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
KENTON CRAIG KARRASCH, ESQ for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
BENJAMIN ALBERS, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY  
 
ALEXANDER C. MOREY, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
JOHN P. SPRINGGATE, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
MICHAEL V. KATTELMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
  Pursuant to NRCP 5 (b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second 

Judicial District Court, and that on October 1, 2019, I deposited in the Washoe County 

mailing system for postage and mailing with the U.S. Postal Service in Reno, Nevada, a 

true copy of the attached document, addressed to: 

 
  The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document does not 

contain the social security number of any person. 

 

  Dated October 1, 2019. 

        /s/N. Mason________________ 
        N. Mason 
        Deputy Clerk 
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THE O’MARA LAW FIRM, P.C. 
DAVID C. O’MARA (Nevada Bar No. 8599) 
311 East Liberty Street 
Reno, NV  89501 
Telephone:  775/323-1321 
Facsimile:   775/323-4082 

Attorney for Ms. Rochelle Mezzano 

IN THE FAMILY DIVISION  

OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

JOHN TOWNLEY 

   Plaintiff,   

v.  

ROCHELLE MEZZANO 

   Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. DV19-01564 
 
Dept. 13 
 

NOTICE OF PEREMPTORY  
CHALLENGE  

 
Defendant, by and through undersigned counsel, hereby gives notice of a peremptory 

challenge of the Honorable Bridget E. Robb of the Second Judicial District Court, Department 13, 

under Nevada Supreme Court Rule 48.1. 

AFFIRMATION 
(Pursuant to NRS 239B.030) 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document filed in the above 

referenced matter does not contain the social security number of any person. 

 THE O’MARA LAW FIRM, P.C. 
DATED: December 28, 2021.  

 
/s/ David C. O’Mara 

 DAVID C. O’MARA 
311 E. Liberty Street 
Reno, Nevada 89501 
775.323.1321 
david@omaralaw.net  

 

F I L E D
Electronically
DV19-01564

2021-12-28 12:00:20 PM
Alicia L. Lerud

Clerk of the Court
Transaction # 8815718 : mdavis
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I am an employee of The O’Mara Law Firm, P.C., 311 E. Liberty 

Street, Reno, Nevada 89501, and on this date I served a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

document on all parties to this action Electronically through the Court’s ECF system: 

SILVERMAN KATTELMAN SPRINGGATE, CHTD. 
Alexander C. Morey, Esq.  
500 Damonte Ranch Pkwy, Ste 675 
Reno, Nevada 89521 

 

 

 

DATED: December 28, 2021 /s/ David O’Mara  
 DAVID O’MARA 

PA0018 PA0018 PA0018
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CODE 1312 

 

 

 

 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 
 
 
JOHN TOWNLEY, 
 
     Plaintiff,  

   
 vs.  
 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO, 
      Defendant.  
______________________________________/ 

 

 

 

Case No: DV19-01564 

Dept. No:  13

CASE ASSIGNMENT NOTIFICATION 

  I hereby certify that the above-entitled matter has been randomly reassigned 

to Department 5, from Department 13. 

  Additional information: 

  On December 28, 2021, a NOTICE OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE was 

filed. 

  Dated January 3, 2022. 

 

                            ALICIA LERUD                 __   
                 Clerk of the Court 
 
       By             /s/N. Mason______________ 
          N. Mason- Deputy Clerk 
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Clerk of the Court
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Case No. DV19-01564 

  I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial District Court; that on 

January 3, 2022, I electronically filed the Case Assignment Notification with the clerk of the 

Court System which will send a notice of electronic filing to the following: 

 

HONORABLE CYNTHIA LU 
 
MICHAEL V. KATTELMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
DAVID O’MARA, ESQ. for ROCHELLE MEZZANO 
 
JOHN P. SPRINGGATE, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
BENJAMIN ALBERS, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY  
 
ALEXANDER C. MOREY, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
GARY ROBERT SILVERMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
KENTON CRAIG KARRASCH, ESQ for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
 

Pursuant to NRCP 5 (b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second  

Judicial District Court, and that on January 3, 2022, I deposited in the Washoe County 

mailing system for postage and mailing with the U.S. Postal Service in Reno, Nevada, a 

true copy of the attached document, addressed to: 

 
  The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document does not 

contain the social security number of any person. 

 

  Dated January 3, 2022. 

        /s/N. Mason________________ 
        N. Mason 
        Deputy Clerk 
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CODE:   

 

 

 

 

IN THE FAMILY DIVISION 

OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

JOHN TOWNLEY, 

   Plaintiff, 

VS. 

ROCHELLE MEZZANO, 

Defendant.  

______________________________________/ 

 

Case No.        DV19-01564 

Dept. No. 5

ORDER STRIKING PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE 

Plaintiff John Townley, through counsel Alex Morey, Esq., commenced this action 

on September 24, 2019, by filing a Complaint for Divorce (no children) in Department 2. 

The Department 2 judge recused herself. The matter was then reassigned to Department 

11, where that judge recused himself. The matter was then reassigned to Department 12. 

Mr. Townley then filed a peremptory challenge of Department 12. On October 1, 2019, the 

matter was then reassigned to Department 13.   

Over two years later, on December 28, 2021, Defendant Rochelle Mezzano, through 

counsel David O’Mara, Esq., filed a Notice of Peremptory Challenge. On that same day, Mr. 

Townley filed an Objection to Invalid Peremptory Challenge. On January 3, 2022, the filing 

office filed a Case Assignment Notification randomly reassigning this matter to 

Department 5. The Court has reviewed the record and now finds and orders as follows.  

Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 48.1(2)(a) requires the clerk of court to randomly 

reassign a case to another judge “[w]ithin 2 days of the notice of peremptory challenge 

F I L E D
Electronically
DV19-01564

2022-01-05 03:15:45 PM
Alicia L. Lerud

Clerk of the Court
Transaction # 8828057
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having been filed.” The Supreme Court of Nevada has held that once a case is reassigned, 

“the challenged judge is divested of all jurisdiction, and the judge to whom the case is 

reassigned must resolve the issue of timeliness.”1 It is that issue that this Court now 

undertakes. 

Pursuant to SCR 48.1(5), “[a] notice of peremptory challenge may not be filed 

against any judge who has made any ruling on a contested matter or commenced hearing 

any contested matter in the action.” A review of the record clearly shows that the judge in 

Department 13 issued several rulings on contested matters. As such, the Court finds that 

Ms. Rochelle’s Notice of Peremptory Challenge was untimely.  

Therefore, the Court strikes the Peremptory Challenge filed on December 28, 2021, 

and this case shall be returned to Department 13. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 Dated this 5th day of January, 2022. 

             
       _____________________________ 
       Cynthia Lu 

District Court Judge 

 

1 State, Dept. of Motor Vehicles and Public Safety v. Eighth Judicial Dist. Court In and For County of Clark,  
113 Nev. 1338, 1341, 948 P.2d 261, 262. 

Type text here
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

 Pursuant to NRCP 5(b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial 

District Court, and that on this date, I deposited for mailing, first class postage prepaid, 

at Reno, Nevada, a true and correct copy of the foregoing document addressed to: 
 
N/A 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC SERVICE 

 Pursuant to NRCP 5(b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial 

District Court, and that on this date, I electronically filed the foregoing with the Clerk of 

the Court by using the ECF system which will send a notice to: 
 
ALEXANDER MOREY, ESQ. 
 
DAVID O’MARA, ESQ. 
 

 
AS OF OCTOBER 18, 2018, Electronic Filing is MANDATORY for all cases, including 
Family Law cases. 
 
Parties should contact the Second Judicial District Court Filing Office at 775-328-3110, 
ext. 7, or visit https://wceflex.washoecourts.com to sign up for a free e-flex account. 
Parties who are unable to file electronically may file an Application for Electronic Filing 
and Service Exemption form. 
 
DATED: January 5, 2022 
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CODE 1312 

 

 

 

 

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 
 
 
JOHN TOWNLEY, 
 
     Plaintiff,  

   
 vs.  
 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO, 
      Defendant.  
______________________________________/ 

 

 

 

Case No: DV19-01564 

Dept. No:  5

CASE ASSIGNMENT NOTIFICATION 

  I hereby certify that the above-entitled matter has been reassigned back to 

Department 13, from Department 5. 

  Additional information: 

  On January 5, 2022, an ORDER STRIKING PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE 

was filed. 

  Dated January 5, 2022. 

 

                            ALICIA LERUD                 __   
                 Clerk of the Court 
 
       By             /s/N. Mason______________ 
          N. Mason- Deputy Clerk 

F I L E D
Electronically
DV19-01564

2022-01-05 03:27:35 PM
Alicia L. Lerud

Clerk of the Court
Transaction # 8828107
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Case No. DV19-01564 

  I certify that I am an employee of the Second Judicial District Court; that on 

January 5, 2022, I electronically filed the Case Assignment Notification with the clerk of the 

Court System which will send a notice of electronic filing to the following: 

 

HONORABLE BRIDGET ROBB 
 
MICHAEL V. KATTELMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
DAVID O’MARA, ESQ. for ROCHELLE MEZZANO 
 
JOHN P. SPRINGGATE, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
BENJAMIN ALBERS, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY  
 
ALEXANDER C. MOREY, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
GARY ROBERT SILVERMAN, ESQ. for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
KENTON CRAIG KARRASCH, ESQ for JOHN TOWNLEY 
 
 

Pursuant to NRCP 5 (b), I certify that I am an employee of the Second  

Judicial District Court, and that on January 5, 2022, I deposited in the Washoe County 

mailing system for postage and mailing with the U.S. Postal Service in Reno, Nevada, a 

true copy of the attached document, addressed to: 

 
  The undersigned does hereby affirm that the preceding document does not 

contain the social security number of any person. 

 

  Dated January 5, 2022. 

        /s/N. Mason________________ 
        N. Mason 
        Deputy Clerk 
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IN THE FAMILY DIVISION 

OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 

 
 
JOHN TOWNLEY, 
 

Plaintiff, 
vs. 

 
ROCHELLE MEZZANO, 
 

Defendant. 
______________________________________/ 

 

 

Case No. DV19-01564 

Dept. No. 13 

 
ORDER GRANTING EX PARTE REQUEST FOR STATUS HEARING 

 

This Court reviewed John Townley’s (“Mr. Townley”) Ex Parte Request for Status 

Hearing, submitted on December 29, 2021.  It now finds and orders as follows:  

1.  Mr. Townley requests the Court set a status hearing for “determining the 

procedural posture of this matter and the precedence of this case (or lack thereof) over the 

2021 action, case DV21-01640, involving the same parties and controversy.”  Mr. Townley’s 

counsel states he provided a copy of the request to Ms. Mezzano’s counsel on December 28, 

2021.   

2. The Court finds Mr. Townley has given Ms. Mezzano reasonable notice of his 

request, and the circumstances justify setting a hearing to address procedural issues related 

to this case moving forward.  See WDFCR 43; see also NRCP 1. The Court finds Ms. Mezzano 
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was electronically served with the request on December 28, 2021.  She has not filed a 

response.   

3. Good cause appearing, the Parties shall jointly contact the Department 13 

Judicial Assistant at Janet.Taylor@washoecourts.us within fourteen (14) days of the date 

of this Order to set a status hearing.   

   IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 Dated:  January _____, 2022. 

       ______________________________________ 
   District Judge  
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