
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

JOHN DATTALA }
} Case # 84762 

Appellant }
vs. }

}   
PRECISION ASSETS and }
ACRY DEVELOPMENT LLC and }
WFG NATIONAL TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY} 

}
Respondents }

APPELLANT’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO SUPPLEMENT THE RECORD

PROCEDURAL SUMMARY

This appeal was docketed on May 26, 2022.   An Order of Affirmance

was filed April 21, 2023.  Petitioner John Dattala [Dattala] timely filed a 

Petition for Rehearing on May 8, 2023.   An Order Denying Rehearing was

filed June 16, 2023.  Petitioner timely filed a  Petition for En Banc

Reconsideration on June 29, 2023 and an Order Directing Answer to

Petition for En Banc Reconsideration was filed July 10, 2023.

REASON FOR THE SUPPLEMENT

Dattala became aware of two articles by business reporter Eli Segall

published on the Las Vegas Review Journal website on July 13, 2023. 
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One is titled A RISING FRAUD: SCAMMERS ARE SELLING OTHER

PEOPLE’S REAL ESTATE and the other FRAUDSTERS TRY TO DIVERT

MONEY FROM LEGITIMATE REAL ESTATE DEALS.  See Exhibits 1 and

2 respectively.

These articles quote Assemblywoman Heidi Kaamata, a longtime

real estate broker, stating that “title companies are tasked with confirming a

seller’s legitimacy before a deal closes.” [Exhibit 1, 5] The articles note that

criminals  that rarely prosecuted, “it’s unclear whether anyone has been

arrested or prosecuted for the seller-impersonation scam in Southern

Nevada.” [Exhibit 1, 5]

Some of the red flags listed in Mr. Segall’s article are that seller

wants a quick sale and a cash buyer.  Refuses to attend signings.  Wants

to use their own notary. [Exhibit 1, 10 - 11]

Heck, Mr. Segall quoted WFG’s branch manager and escrow officer,

Ashley Dickerson, stating that “she stopped two fraudulent sales and

helped prevent others over the past several months.” [Exhibit 1, 6]

///

///
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DATTALA’S PUBLIC POLICY ARGUMENT

The instant case involves a proven series of real estate scams.  

These are an increasingly common form of fraud.

The holding in the district court punishes Dattala, the innocent victim

who acted immediately upon realizing what happed; the complaint was

filed May 7, 2019 [JA Vol 1, 1] and all the fraudulent transactions occurred

from April 15, 2019, three weeks prior, with the final deed being recorded

May 2, 2019.  [JA Vol 7, 1541:16-21]   This is five days before Dattala filed

his complaint.

Findings of Facts, Conclusions of Law and Judgment [FFCL] filed

10/15/2021 [FFCL] [JA Vol 7, 1532 - 1556]  contains specific factual

findings that notary Medina was an agent of WFG and she was within the

scope of her agency when performing the notarial acts which resulted in

Dattala’s loss of his ownership interest in the Subject Properties [JA Vol

7,1546:8-18]

  70. Medina at all relevant times was an employee or

agent under the control of WFG.

71. Medina at all relevant times was either within the

nature and scope of her employment as an employee

of WFG or was acting as WFS’s agent and was within
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the scope of her agency when performing the notarial

acts described above.

72. Dattala is in the class of persons whom NRS

240.120(1)(d) is intended to protect and the injury to

him is of the type against which NRS 240.120(1)(d) is

intended to protect.

73. WFG is liable for damages Dattala incurred as a result

of Medina’s negligence under the doctrine of

respondeat superior.

Again, the findings of fact are that Notary Medina was (1) WFG’s

agent and (2) at all relevant times acting in her capacity as WFG’s agent.

[JA Vol 7, 1546:8-18]

Precision acquired it’s ownership rights to the two subject properties

at issue from Bursey, the fraudster. [JA Vol. 7, 1651 - 1659 and 1674 -

1677]   The FFCL expressly and directly contains findings that Bursey had

obtained his ownership interest by fraud.  

26. Bursey arranged for Dattala to sign two documents on
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April 5, 2019 being represented as a Warranty Deed and

and a Deed of Trust and then Bursey had Dattala

acknowledge his signatures on those two documents to

Bonita Spencer [Spencer herein], a Nevada Notary

Public, on the same date.   

27. Dattala did not know, and was never told, that Bursey

intended to attach the signature page from one of the

documents Dattala had signed and acknowledged to

Spencer on April 5, 2019 to a Quitclaim Deed and that

Bursey intended to, and did, record that Quitclaim Deed

to attempt to obtain record title to the 50 Sacramento

Property.

28. Dattala did not know, and was never told, that Bursey

intended to attach the signature page from one of the

documents Dattala had signed and acknowledged to

Spencer on April 5, 2019 to a Deed of Reconveyance and

that Bursey intended to, and did, record that  Deed of

Reconveyance  to attempt to remove the lien created by

the Deed of Trust described in Paragraph 14 above,

which Deed of Trust encumbered title to the 50

Sacramento Property.

29. Bursey forged Dattala’s signature on a document entitled

NOTICE OF PURCHASE purportedly dated April 1, 2019

in an attempt to justify why Dattala would accept a total

amount of $10,000 from Bursey for the purported
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purchase of the 50 Sacramento Property, when Dattala

was entitled to receive payments under the Deed of Trust

described in Paragraph 14 above.  

[JA Vol 7, 1538:21 - 1539: 12]

...

43. Dattla was tricked and defrauded into signing the

Quitclaim Deed for the 59 Sacramento Property to Bursey 

[JA Vol 7, 1540:2-3]

...

58. When Bursey transferred his interest in the 50

Sacramento Property on April 15, 2019,  it was with

actual intent to hinder, delay or defraud Plaintiff.

59. When Bursey transferred his interest in the 59

Sacramento Property on May 2, 2019,  it was with actual

intent to hinder, delay or defraud Plaintiff.

[JA Vol 7, 1541:16-21]

...

84. Defendant Bursey engaged in criminal enterprise with at

least one other individual and engaged in criminal activity

by knowingly making false representations of fact to

commit fraud on Plaintiff, forging Plaintiff’s signature on

real estate and financial documents, placing forged

documents in the pubic record, committing perjury by

executing and recording false Declaration of Value forms,

and conspiring with Medina as a Nevada Notary Public to
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fabricate signatures on documents, to sign and stamp

real estate documents with notary seals to give the

document the appearance of authenticity, genuineness

and enforceability. [JA Vol 7, 1542:7-16]

Fourteen separate red flags were identified by Dattala which

precluded summary judgment on Precision’s claim to be a bona fide

purchaser under NRS 111.180  [JA Vol 5, 1143 - 1150].    All were ignored

by the district court judge.     Three of them are listed in Mr. Segall’s article.

NRS 111.175 was cited by Dattala in pleadings for the law that

“Conveyances made to defraud prior or subsequent purchasers are void.”

[JA Vol 5, 1152:24]   At the Motion for Reconsideration on January 20,

2022 Judge Escobar actually stated on the record “Mr. Childs, I heard what

you have to say that we haven’t specifically discussed 111.025, 111.175".

[JA Vol. 9, 2043:25 - 2044:1]   So the court acknowledged not even
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considering these statutes,  which are directly on point for the exact fact

pattern in this case, and directly state Nevada law, and the policy which

would discourage real estate fraud by eliminating the financial incentive. 

Together these statutes make clear that a fraudulent transfer of title to real

property is void per se. 

CONCLUSION

The two July 13, 2023 articles about real estate scams highlight the

importance of making good policy decisions by enforcing the law to protect

victims of fraud.   The Court should reassure the public that real estate

titles are valid and property ownership is safe. 

Dattala was the victim of an ongoing criminal conspiracy involving

fraud and forgery.  The erroneous ruling of the trial court has resulted in
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him losing ownership of two of his  properties, which should be returned to

him.  This is exactly the opposite policy the Court should promote.

WFG’s insulation from liability is unexplainable.  WFG itself stated

“Lilian Medina is an independent notary / signing agent ...” [JA Vol 5,

1132:9-10]   WFG’s words, not Dattala’s.    The FFCL expressly finds that

“Medina at all relevant times was an employee or agent under the control

of WFG... and ... acting as WFG’s agent and was within the scope of her

agency when performing the notarial acts described above”. [JA Vol 7,

1546:10-13] 

All of which goes directly to Dattala’s public policy argument.  Dattala

argues that the court system encourages fraudulent activity when it allows

the title company to avoid liability, despite the use of a crooked notary who

was WFG’s “signing agent” as in this case.  
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Also when the court system allows the recipient of the stolen real

estate to keep the stolen real estate, which was proven in this case, this

encourages fraudulent activity.    The only loser is Dattala, the innocent

victim of the fraud, who acted immediately upon discovery.  Literally within

5 days of the last fraudulent transaction Dattala had filed his complaint. 

The attached newspaper articles highlight the importance of the court

system enforcing NRS 111.025 and NRS 111.175.   Dattala should be

allowed to supplement the record on appeal given this new evidence of the

increasing frequency of real estate fraud and thus the importance of his

policy arguments.  WFG’s own manager is a source in the articles for the

statement that title companies can “ultimately thwart” fraud.  

/s/ Benjamin B. Childs, Sr.
BENJAMIN B. CHILDS, Sr.ESQ.
NEVADA BAR # 3946 
Attorney for Appellant
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Exhibit Description Bates # 

1 Review Journal Article July 13, 2023
A RISING FRAUD: SCAMMERS ARE
SELLING OTHER PEOPLE’S REAL ESTATE

1 - 11

2 Review Journal Article July 13, 2023
FRAUDSTERS TRY TO DIVERT MONEY
FROM LEGITIMATE REAL ESTATE DEALS

12 - 16

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

APPELLANT’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO SUPPLEMENT THE

RECORD, with Exhibits, was served through the Nevada Supreme Court

File and Serve system to opposing counsel at filing on July 13, 2023. 

Electronic service is in lieu of mailing.

/s/ Benjamin B. Childs, Sr.
______________________________
BENJAMIN B. CHILDS, Sr.ESQ.
NEVADA BAR # 3946 
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