
1 
 

Case No. 89228 ______ 

In the Supreme Court of Nevada 

North River Insurance 
Company, a New Jersey corporation, 

Appellant, 

v. 

James River Insurance 
Company, an Ohio corporation, 

Respondent. 

 

Motion to Associate Counsel 
Benjamin D. Brooks 

Respondent requests an order permitting Benjamin D. Brooks to 

practice in Nevada pursuant to SCR 42. This motion is supported by 

the attached: 

• Verified application for association of counsel (Exhibit A);  

• Certificate of good standing in California (Exhibit B);  

• Certificate of good standing in New York (Exhibit C);  

• Designation, certification, and consent of undersigned Nevada 

counsel, Abraham G. Smith (Exhibit C); and  

• State Bar of Nevada Statement (Exhibit D). 

Electronically Filed
Jan 24 2025 09:54 AM
Elizabeth A. Brown
Clerk of Supreme Court
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January 24, 2025. 

 Holland & Hart llp 

 By: __________________ 
   Abraham G. Smith 

Nevada Bar No. 13250 
Lauren D. Wigginton 

Nevada Bar No. 15835 
Erica C. Medley 

Nevada Bar No. 13959 
Matthew C. Morris 

Nevada Bar No. 15068 
9555 Hillwood Drive, 2nd Floor 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89134 
(702) 669-4600 

Attorneys for Respondent 
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Certificate of Service 

I certify that on January 24, 2025, I submitted the foregoing “Mo-

tion to Associate Counsel Benjamin D. Brooks” for filing via the 

Court’s electronic filing system. Electronic notification will be sent to 

the following: 

Sabrina H. Strong 
Zoheb P. Noorani 
Jessica A. Snyder 
O’Melveny & Myers llp 
400 South Hope Street 
Los Angeles, California 90071 

J. Colby Williams 
Campbell & Williams 
710 South Seventh Street 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

Attorneys for Appellant 

/s/ Paige Ostlie _ 
An employee of Holland & Hart llp 
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From: Benjamin Brooks
To: Tamara Siemers
Subject: Fw: Confirmation of Nevada Pro Hac Application Submission
Date: Friday, January 10, 2025 3:29:06 PM

From: State Bar of Nevada <noreply@nvbar.org>
Sent: Friday, January 10, 2025 3:18 PM
To: bbrooks@sheppardmullin.com <bbrooks@sheppardmullin.com>
Subject: Confirmation of Nevada Pro Hac Application Submission

Hello Benjamin Dean Brooks,

Your pro hac application has been received. We will process it accordingly and reach out to you
with any questions. A copy of your application is below.

Be sure to instruct your Nevada counsel to complete their consent page.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Case Information

Name of Court

Supreme Court of Nevada

Case No.

89228

Dept. No.

N/A

Plaintiff

North River Insurance Company

Defendant

James River Insurance Company

Petitioner Information

Name - First, Middle, Last, Suffix
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  Benjamin Dean Brooks

Petitioner is an attorney at law and a member of the law firm: (enter firm name)

  Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP

Firm Address

 

501 West Broadway
18th Floor
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101
United States
Map It

Telephone No. xxx-xxx-xxxx

  6193386500

Petitioner's Email

  bbrooks@sheppardmullin.com

Petitioner has been retained personally or as a member of the above named law firm to provide legal
representation in connection with the above-named matter by:

  James River Insurance Company

Select all state(s) in which you are an attorney in good standing and regularly practice law. Hold ctrl key to
select multiple states. The highlight lines may disappear but the data will be saved.

  California

Upload Certificate(s) of Good Standing, from each state, issued within the past 30 days; do not include
certificates from federal courts. If your certificate was emailed to you from your bar or Supreme Court,
include the email.

  Certificate-of-Standing-Brooks-Benjamin-314373-Standard.pdf

List the court(s) and other state(s) to which you have been ADMITTED to practice AND the date of admission
for each.

 

State Bar of New York 5/18/2016
State Bar of California 3/23/2017
Northern District of California 11/29/2017
Central District of California 12/20/2019
Eastern District of California 12/08/2020
Southern District of California 07/16/2024

Is Petitioner currently suspended or disbarred in any court?

  No

Has Petitioner ever received discipline including, but not limited to, suspension or disbarment, by any
organization with the authority to discipline attorneys at law? If yes, provide details below.

  No

Has Petitioner ever had any certificate or privilege to appear and practice before any regulatory
administrative body suspended or revoked?

  No

Has Petitioner, either by resignation, withdrawal, or otherwise, ever terminated or attempted to terminate
Petitioner's office as an attorney in order to avoid discipline, disbarment or suspension proceedings?

  No
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Has Petitioner filed an application under Nevada SCR 42 in the past three years?

No prior applications have been submitted in the past three years by petitioner.

Nevada Counsel Information

Name - First, Middle, Last, Suffix

Abraham G. Smith

Nevada Counsel Bar No.

13250

Firm Information

Holland & Hart LLP
9555 Hillwood Drive, 2nd Floor
Las Vegas, NV 89134
United States
Map It

Telephone No. xxx-xxx-xxxx

702-669-4600

Nevada Counsel Email

agsmith@hollandhart.com

Petitioner agrees to comply with the provisions of Nevada SCR 42(3) and (13) and Petitioner consents to the
jurisdiction of the courts and disciplinary boards of the State of Nevada in accordance with provisions as set
forth in SCR 42(3) and (13). Petitioner respectfully requests that Petitioner be admitted to practice in the
above-entitled court for the purposes of this matter only.

I agree

Petitioner has disclosed in writing to the client that the applicant is not admitted to practice in this
jurisdiction and that the client has consented to such representation.

I agree

Petitioner Affirmations

I am the Petitioner in the above-entitled matter.
I hereby swear and affirm under penalty of perjury that the assertions of this application are true.
I have received a copy of, read, and will adhere to the Nevada Creed of Professionalism and Civility
available on the instruction page.
I have read Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 42 and meet all requirements contained therein.
I am not a licensee of the State Bar of Nevada.
I am not a resident of the state of Nevada.
I am not regularly employed as a lawyer in the state of Nevada.
I am not engaged in substantial business, professional, or other activities in the state of Nevada.
I am a member in good standing and eligible to practice before the bar of any jurisdiction of the United
States.
I have associated a lawyer who is an active licensee in good standing of the State Bar of Nevada as
counsel of record in this action or proceeding.
I have read the foregoing application and know the contents thereof; that the same is true of my own
knowledge except as to those matters therein stated on information and belief; and as to the matter I
believe them to be true.
I further certify that I am subject to the jurisdiction of the Courts and disciplinary boards of this state with
respect to the law of this state governing the conduct of attorneys to the same extent as a member of
the State Bar of Nevada.
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I understand and shall comply with the standards of professional conduct required by members of the
State Bar of Nevada;
I am subject to the disciplinary jurisdiction to the State Bar of Nevada with respect to any of my actions
occurring in the course of such appearance.
The accompanying certificate(s) of standing are copies of original documents which are in my
possession.
I understand the fee paid for this application is non-refundable.

I understand that by typing my name and clicking "Submit", I am electronically signing this document.

I understand and agree.

Typed Signature

Benjamin D. Brooks

Date Submitted

01/10/2025

Payment Method

Credit Card

Credit Card

Visa
XXXXXXXXXXXX5833

Billing Address

8004 Hillandale Drive
San Diego, California 92120
Map It

Order

Product Qty Unit Price Price

Expedited Processing
$750 (2 - 4 days) 1 $750.00 $750.00

Sub Total $750.00

Total $750.00
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THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
CERTIFICATE OF STANDING

December 26, 2024  

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that according to the records of the State Bar, BENJAMIN DEAN 
BROOKS, #314373 was admitted to the practice of law in this state by the Supreme 
Court of California on March 23, 2017 and has been since that date, and is at date 
hereof, an ACTIVE licensee of the State Bar of California; and that no 
recommendation for discipline for professional or other misconduct has ever been 
made by the Board of Trustees or a Disciplinary Board to the Supreme Court of the 
State of California.

THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA

Carolina Almarante-Terrero
Custodian of Records
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Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 

of the State of New York 

Second Judicial Department 

 

 I, Darrell M. Joseph, Clerk of the Appellate Division of the 

Supreme Court of the State of New York, Second Judicial 

Department, do hereby certify that 

Benjamin Dean Brooks 

was duly licensed and admitted to practice as an Attorney and 

Counselor at Law in all the courts of this State on May 18, 2016, 

has duly taken and subscribed the oath of office prescribed by law, 

has been enrolled in the Roll of Attorneys and Counselors at Law 

on file in this office, is duly registered with the Office of Court 

Administration, and  according to the records of this Court is 

currently in good standing as an Attorney and  Counselor-at-Law. 

 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand in the City of Brooklyn on 
January 16, 2025. 

 

     

  
           Clerk of the Court 

 

CertID-00209474 
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January 7, 2005 

Revised October 2024 

Appellate Division 

Supreme Court of the State of New York 

Second Judicial Department 

45 Monroe Place 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 

(718) 875-1300
HECTOR D. LASALLE 

PRESIDING JUSTICE 

DARRELL M. JOSEPH 
CLERK OF THE COURT 

KENNETH BAND 
MELISSA KRAKOWSKI 

DEPUTY CLERKS 

WENDY STYNES 
LAUREN G. DOME 

BRIAN E. KENNEDY 
 ASSOCIATE DEPUTY CLERKS 

To Whom It May Concern 

An attorney admitted to practice by this Court may request a certificate of 

good standing, which is the only official document this Court issues certifying to an 

attorney's admission and good standing. 

An attorney's registration status, date of admission and disciplinary history 

may be viewed through the attorney search feature on the website of the Unified 

Court System. 

New York State does not register attorneys as active or inactive. 

An attorney may request a disciplinary history letter from the Attorney 

Grievance Committee of the Second Judicial Department. 

Bar examination history is available from the New York State Board of Law 

Examiners. 

Instructions, forms and links are available on this Court's website. 

Darrell M. Joseph 
Clerk of the Court 

7

http://ww2.nycourts.gov/attorneys/registration/index.shtml
http://ww2.nycourts.gov/attorneys/registration/index.shtml
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/courts/ad2/attorneymatters_LetterofDisciplinaryhistory.shtml
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/courts/ad2/attorneymatters_LetterofDisciplinaryhistory.shtml
https://www.nybarexam.org/
https://www.nybarexam.org/
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/courts/ad2/


EXHIBITD

Docket 89228   Document 2025-03642



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17


	Motion to Associate Counsel Benjamin D. Brooks
	Certificate of Service



