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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 

Affidavit of Counsel Glynn B. 
Cartledge  

10/29/1993 8 1948-1951 

Affidavit of Gregory Damm 08/27/1981 6 1375-1376 
Affidavit of Norman Herring 07/13/1981 6 1317-1318 
Affidavit of Steven G. McGuire 
in Support in Motion to 
Withdraw 

08/27/1981 6 1350-1374 

Amended Notice of Appeal 1/16/2024 20 4987-4989 
Amended Order Re: Competency 11/29/1979 1 17-18 
Case Appeal Statement 12/18/2024 20 4944-4949 
Case Appeal Statement 1/16/2024 20 4990-4995 
Corrected Notice of Entry of 
Order 

12/18/2024 20 4953-4969 

Decision and Order Re: 
Competency 

11/19/1980 4 982-986 

Decision and Order Denying 
Petitioner’s Motion to Strike the 
Death Penalty 

06/26/2008 11 2612-2656 

Deposition of Martin Wiener 08/28/1985 6 1383-1443 
Deposition of Robert Bork 08/28/1985 6 1444-1487 
Deposition of Robert Ybarra 08/28/1985 7 1537-1551 
Deposition of Tom Perkins 08/28/1985 6-7 1488-1536 
Exhibit List in Support of 
Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus  

10/9/2024 11 2669-2673 

Exhibits 
1. Psychological Evaluation 
Report by Dr. Gutride, January 
14, 1981. 

10/09/2024 11 2674-2677 

2. Neuropsychological 
Assessment Report of Dr. 
Schmidt, August 12, 2002. 

10/09/2024 11 2678-2699 

3. Neuropsychological 
Examination by T. Young, 
January 15, 2008. 

10/09/2024 11 2700-2706 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
4. Confidential Report of Dr. 
Erin Warnick, Ph.D., April 11 
2011. 

10/09/2024 11 2707-2720 

5. Neuropsychological and 
Psychological Evaluation by Dr. 
Mack, May 29, 2012. 

10/09/2024 11-12 2721-2774 

6. Declaration from Evaluation 
by Dr. Greenspan, March 28, 
2012. 

10/09/2024 12 2775-2788 

7. Confidential Forensic Report 
by Dr. Millspaugh and Dr. 
Viljoen, May 13, 2004. 

10/09/2024 12 2789-2849 

8. The Seventh Judicial District 
Court’s June 26, 2008, Decision 
and Order Denying Petition’s 
Motion to Strike. 

10/09/2024 12 2850-2896 

9. November 25, 1980, 
Psychological Evaluation by Dr. 
Richnak. 

10/09/2024 12 2897-2902 

10. January 21, 1980, 
Psychological Evaluation Report 
by Lynn Gerow. 

10/09/2024 12 2903-2906 

11. February 8, 1981, 
Psychological Evaluation Report 
by Dr. Neal. 

10/09/2024 12 2907-2910 

12. August 5, 1980, 
Psychological Evaluation Report 
by Dr. Pauly. 

10/09/2024 12 2911-2913 

13. Ybarra v. Gittere, et al., 
United States District Court 
Order Denying Rule 60 (b) 
Motion, filed September 23, 2020 
(ECF No. 320). 

10/09/2024 12 2914-2941 

14. Declaration of Mark Ybarra 
dated August 30, 2002. 

10/09/2024 12 2942-2946 

15. Floyd v. Nevada Department 
of Correction, et al., Case No. A-

10/09/2024 12-13 2947-3230 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
21-833086-C, Exhibits in 
Support of Opposition to NDOC 
Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss. 
16. The State of Nevada v. 
Robert Ybarra Jr., In the 
Seventh Judicial District Court 
for the State of Nevada, In and 
For the County of White Pine, 
Instructions. 

10/09/2024 13-14 3231-3268 

17. Psychiatric Evaluation of 
Robert Ybarra by Dr. Louis 
Richnak dated December 30, 
1980. 

10/09/2024 14 3269-3272 

18. Dr. David Price signed 
verification with CV and 
Documents Reviewed, dated 
September 25, 2024. 

10/09/2024 14 3273-3330 

19. William M. Asher, M.D., 
Staff Psychiatrist letter to Vice 
Principal Morris at James 
Marshall High School re: Robert 
Ybarra, dated March 19, 1969. 

10/09/2024 14 3331-3332 

20. Eighth Judicial District 
Court, Clark County Nevada, 
Zane M. Floyd v. The State of 
Nevada, Case No. A-21-832952-
W, State’s Response to 
Petitioner’s Third Petition for 
Writ of Habeas Corpus 
(Post-Conviction) filed June 4, 
2021. 

10/09/2024 14 3333-3352 

21. United States District Court, 
District of Nevada, Robert 
Ybarra, Jr. v. Salvador Godinez, 
Warden et al., Statement of 
Additional Claims, filed May 14, 
1993. 

10/09/2024 14 3353-3371 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
22. United States District Court, 
District of Nevada, Robert 
Ybarra, Jr. v. E.K. McDaniel, 
Warden, et al., Amended 
Petition for Writ of 
Habeas Corpus By A Person in 
State Custody, filed September 
20, 2002. 

10/09/2024 14 3372-3460 

23. In the Seventh Judicial 
District Court for the State of 
Nevada, In and For the County 
of White Pine, Robert Ybarra, 
Jr., v. E.K. McDaniel, Warden, et 
al., Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus (Post- 
Conviction) filed January 14, 
2013. 

10/09/2024 14-15 3461-3550 

24. Nevada Department of 
Corrections, Execution Manual 
dated September 15, 2021. 

10/09/2024 15 3551-3572 

26. The State of Nevada v. 
Robert Ybarra Jr., In the 
Seventh Judicial District Court 
for the State of Nevada, In and 
For the County of White Pine, 
Reporter’s Transcript of Trial by 
Jury Volume 1, Tuesday, June 9, 
1981, at 10:00 a.m. 

10/09/2024 15-16 3573-3847 

27. The State of Nevada v. 
Robert Ybarra Jr., In the 
Seventh Judicial 
District Court for the State of 
Nevada, In and For the County 
of White Pine, Reporter’s 
Transcript of Trial by Jury 
Volume 2, Thursday June 11, 
1981. 

10/09/2024 16-17 3848-4141 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
28. The State of Nevada v. 
Robert Ybarra Jr., In the 
Seventh Judicial District Court 
for the State of Nevada, In and 
For the County of 
White Pine, Reporter’s 
Transcript of Trial by Jury 
Volume 3, Tuesday June 16, 
1981. 

10/09/2024 17-18 4142-4415 

29. The State of Nevada v. 
Robert Ybarra Jr., In the 
Seventh Judicial District Court 
for the State of Nevada, In and 
For the County of White Pine, 
Reporter’s Transcript of Trial by 
Jury Volume 4, Tuesday, June 
18, 1981, at 10:00 a.m. 

10/09/2024 18-19 4416-4679 

32. Nevada Pardon’s Board 
Meeting Partial Transcript of 
Proceedings, December 20, 2022. 

10/09/2024 19-20 4680-4760 

33. Nevada Department of 
Corrections, Medical Directive 
701, dated June 2021. 

10/09/2024 20 4761-4763 

Judgement of Conviction and 
Sentence 

07/23/1981 6 1319-1320 

Letter from the Court to Ed 
Horn 

02/08/1994 8 1954 

Letter from the Court to Mr. 
Ybarra  

02/08/1994 8 1955-1956 

Letter from Ed Horn to the 
Seventh Judicial District Court 
Clerk 

03/22/1994 8 1957 

Letter to Judge Hoyt from 
Lake’s Crossing Enclosing 
Documents 

05/20/1981 5 1121-1129 

Letter to Hoyt Re: McGuire 09/16/1980 4 867-873 
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List of Petitioner’s Exhibits to 
Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus 

03/06/2003 9 2099-2110 

Exhibit 3: Declarations 
3.1 Declaration of Thomas 
Casler (August 28, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2111-2114 

3.3 Declaration of Esther 
Cencenoris (August 19, 2002)  

3/06/2003 9 2115-2116 

3.4 Declaration of Virginia 
Christensen (August 27, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2117-2119 

3.6 Declaration of David Glenn 
(August 22, 2002)  

3/06/2003 9 2120-2121 

3.9 Declaration of Pat 
Humackich (August 23, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2122-2123 

3.12 Declaration of Eleanor 
Marcias (August 19, 2002)  

3/06/2003 9 2124 

3.14 Declaration of Selby Morse 
(August 19, 2002)  

3/06/2003 9 2125-2126 

3.15 Declaration of Bill Nugent 
(August 30, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2127-2128 

3.16 Declaration of Hazel 
Otterbeck (August 17, 2002)  

3/06/2003 9 2129 

3.19 Declaration of John Tenorio 
(August 29, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2130 

3.21 Declaration of Randy 
Vergos (August 20, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2131-2132 

3.22 Declaration of Colleen 
Ybarra (August 21, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2133-2135 

3.25 Declaration of Marty 
Ybarra (August 19, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2136-2138 

3.26 Declaration of Mike Ybarra 
(August 26, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2139-2140 

3.28 Declaration of Ralph 
Ybarra (August 19, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2141-2142 

3.29 Declaration of Robert 
Ybarra, Sr. (August 21, 2002) 

3/06/2003 9 2143 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
3.30 Declaration of Thomas 
Casler (September 11, 2002)  

03/06/2003 9 2144-2145 

Exhibit 4: Psychiatric 
Reports 
4.1 Evaluation by John Chappel, 
M.D., to Judge Hoyt, December 
18, 1979 

03/06/2003 9 2146-2151 

4.28 History and Physical 
Evaluation with Dr. Louis 
Richnak, Jr., M.D., June 3, 1981 

03/06/2003 9 2152-2156 

Motion for Psychiatric 
Evaluation 

08/09/1980 4 857-866 

Motion to be Relieved as 
Attorney for Petitioner 

03/24/1994 8 1958-1963 

Motion to Continue 05/01/1981 5 1040-1054 
Motion to Dismiss Counts II and 
III of the Information 

04/27/1981 5 1034-1039 

Motion to Disqualify under NRS 
1.235(1) 

11/12/2024 20 4919-4924 

Motion to Place Defendant at 
Lake’s Crossing Center or in the 
Alternative at Psychiatric Unit 
of Nevada State Prison 

03/12/1981 4-5 997-1003 

Notice of Appeal 12/18/2024 20 4950-4952 
Notice of Department 
Reassignment 

11/21/2024 20 4927 

Notice of Entry of Order 12/18/2024 20 4970-4986 
Notice of Entry of Order  03/31/2017 11 2657-2668 
Order Denying Motion to be 
Relieved as Attorney for 
Petitioner  

04/04/1994 8 1964-1966 

Order Denying Motion to Strike 
Retroactivity Issue and For 
Judicial Declaration that 
Retroactivity Issue is Waved 
Order Denying Motion to add 

06/29/1998 8-9 1967-2009 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Issue to Supplemental Petition 
for Writ of Habeas Corpus and 
for Reconsideration of Jury 
Separation Issue; Order Denying 
Motion for Leave of Court to File 
Supplemental Brief on Specific 
Issue; Order Dismissing 
Supplemental Petition for Writ 
of Habeas Corpus 
Order Denying Motion to 
Withdraw 

09/09/1981 6 1377-1382 

Order Denying Petition for Writ 
of Habeas Corpus 

12/17/2024 20 4928-4943 

Order Dismissing Petition for 
Writ of Habeas Corpus with 
Prejudice (First Judicial District 
Court) 

12/30/1988 8 1929-1947 

Order for Psychiatric 
Examination  

09/29/1980 4 882 

Order for Return of Defendant 03/02/1981 4 987 
Order Granting Continuance  05/05/1981 5 1117-1118 
Order Granting Motion to 
Dismiss Petition for Writ of 
Habeas Corpus 

07/20/2004 9 2157-2170 

Order Re: Lithium 05/27/1981 5 1130-1131 
Order Re: Petition 07/11/1986 8 1871-1928 
Order Terminating Court 
Appointment 

12/7/1993 8 1952-1953 

Order to Withdraw Lithium 
Treatment 

05/05/1981 5 1119-1120 

Order Transferring Case to 
Department 1 

11/18/2024 20 4925-4926 

Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus (Post-Conviction) 

03/06/2003 9 2010-2098 

Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus (Post-Conviction) 

10/10/2024 20 4764-4918 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Reporter’s Transcript of Motion 
for Continuance 

05/04/1981 5 1055-1116 

Reporter’s Transcript of Motions 
Proceedings 

03/20/1981 5 1004-1009 

Reporter’s Transcript of Motion 
to Disqualify Counsel 

08/03/1981 6 1321-1349 

Reporter’s Transcript of Petition 
for Post Conviction Relief 
Hearing: Volume 1 

09/16/1985 7 1552-1722 

Reporter’s Transcript of Petition 
for Post Conviction Relief 
Hearing: Volume 2 

09/17/1985 7-8 1723-1870 

Reporter’s Transcript of 
Proceedings: Competency 
Hearing 

11/11/1980 4 883-981 

Reporter’s Transcript of 
Proceedings: Motion for 
Psychiatric Examination 

09/22/1980 4 874-881 

Reporter’s Transcript of Trial by 
Jury Volume V 

06/23/1981 5-6 1132-1315 

Stipulation re: EEG 06/19/1981 6 1316 
Transcript of Proceedings: 
Arraignment 

1/24/1980 1 19-31 

Transcript of Proceedings: 
Hearing on Motions 

3/30/1981 5 1010-1033 

Transcript of Proceedings, 
Hearing on Motion to Strike the 
Death Penalty 

04/29/2008 9-10 2171-2400 

Transcript of Proceedings, 
Hearing on Motion to Strike the 
Death Penalty 

04/30/2008 10-11 2401-2611 

Transcript of Proceedings, 
Motion for a Mental 
Examination  

11/6/1979 1 1-16 

Transcript of Proceedings: 
Motion for Change of Counsel 

03/10/1981 4 988-996 
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DOCUMENT DATE VOLUME PAGE(S) 
Transcript of Proceedings: Voir 
Dire Volume 1 

3/31/1980 1-2 32-448 

Transcript of Proceedings: Voir 
Dire Volume 2 

3/31/1980 2-4 449-856 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on the 14th of May, 2025 indicated below, I served a copy of 
this opening brief upon all parties as follows: 

    By electronic service: 

If served other than through the court’s electronic filing system, 

enter the names and email addresses of the parties served by this 
means and attach a copy of each party’s written consent authorizing 

service by this means. See NRAP 25(c)(2) 

  By personally serving it upon him/her; or 

  By mailing it by first-class mail with sufficient postage prepaid 
to the following address(es): 

enter names and address(es) of parties served 
        
/s/ Randolph M. Fiedler  
(Nevada Bar No. 12577) 
Randolph M. Fiedler 
Federal Public Defender Office  
411 E. Bonneville Ave., Suite 250 
Telephone: 702-388-6577 
David_Anthony@fd.org  
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CARSON CITY, NEVADA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2022, 9:00 A.M.

---oOo--- 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  I would like to call to order 

the State of Nevada Board of Pardons for Tuesday, December 

20th, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. to order.  If I could ask the clerk 

to take the roll and determine a quorum, please. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Justice Herndon. 

JUSTICE HERNDON:  Yes, ma'am. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Justice Pickering. 

JUSTICE PICKERING:  Here. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Justice Cadish. 

JUSTICE CADISH:  Present. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Justice Stiglich. 

JUSTICE STIGLICH:  Here.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Justice Hardesty.

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  Here.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Chief Justice 

Parraguirre. 

JUSTICE PARRAGUIRRE:  Here. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Attorney General 

Ford. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL FORD:  Here. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  Governor Sisolak. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Here.  
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DAVIS:  We have a quorum.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you.  I appreciate it.  

And, I'm having a little trouble hearing some of the comments 

up north, so if we can turn up the volume, I would sure 

appreciate it. 

Before we get in to our agenda, I've got a few 

brief comments that I would like to make today.  Last week 

you all know I requested an item to be added to today's 

agenda to commute all sentences of death for offenders 

convicted and sentenced to death in the State of Nevada to a 

sentence of life without the possibility of parole.  That was 

not an action I could take alone as governor. 

Yesterday, the Court issued an order prohibiting 

the board from taking any action on Agenda Item Number 6.  

So, therefore, we are removing it from the agenda and won't 

be addressing it today. 

While I'm disappointed in this outcome, I respect 

that the judicial process has tabled this issue at this time.  

I have some concerns about how broad the order is and the 

constraints it potentially places on this body moving 

forward.  

The Board of Pardons serves a unique purpose 

bases on the principles of mercy and decency.  Granting 

clemency is an act of grace, where intervening or failure to 
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do so will be irreversible.  

That aside, I want to take a moment to give my 

personal comments about why I wanted to bring it forward, 

about the importance of the Pardons Board addressing this 

issue. 

As many of you know, I am closing out my time in 

office this month.  I could not allow myself to leave this 

position without starting the necessary conversations.  

Placing this matter on the agenda was done as an act of grace 

and with the understanding that the death penalty is 

fundamentally broken.  

The administration of the death penalty is not 

fair and not equitable, yet cannot be corrected.  It also 

gives a false promise of justice to victims while dragging 

them through decades of legal battles with no closure.  This 

is a critically important issue and we need to have frank and 

honest discussions.  I have long maintained that capital 

punishment should be sought and used less often.  

Capital punishment has many flaws, including 

long-standing systemic problems with the criminal justice 

system and the significant cost related to carrying out an 

execution.  

As structured, the system does not work.  That is 

clear to me.  The state has not carried out an execution 
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since 2006.  That means that families of the victims are held 

in limbo, reliving painful memories for years on end without 

any closure.  It means that those sentenced to death and 

their loved ones are also in an untenable situation without 

any certainty on when or whether an execution will take 

place. 

At this time, the state also doesn't have the 

facilities or the means to carry out an execution.  And we 

need to work together to come up with a plan to address this.  

To me, it was critically important to have the open 

discussion that I was hoping for today and to have members of 

the public and my colleagues weigh in to help determine the 

policy moving forward.  It is my hope that going forward that 

the discussion can continue to finally bring about a 

resolution to this issue.  

While we are not hearing this item today, those 

who wish to give public comment on this topic are free to do 

so at the second public comment period at the end of the 

agenda meeting, as the first public comment period is limited 

to agenda items only.  Public comment will be limited to 

three minutes each.  Public comments that have already been 

submitted will be made a part of the record. 

Okay.  Anything additional from any of my 

colleagues?  Nope.  I can't see up north.  Okay. 
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I will move on to Item Number 2, which is public 

comment.  Members of the public may comment at this time on 

any item on the agenda.  No action may be taken on a matter 

raised during this part of the agenda.  

Do we have any public comment in southern Nevada?  

And then I'll go to northern Nevada. 

You've got to come up to the microphone so 

everybody can hear you. 

MS. CATMULL:  I just wanted to -- 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  You have to identify yourself 

for the record.  Sorry.  

MS. CATMULL:  My name is Stephanie Catmull.  And 

I am here actually to talk about the Pardons Board for the 

death penalty.  I have flown in from Colorado specifically 

for this.  And so I would like if I am able to give some 

comment on the fact that -- 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  You can give public comment in 

the second public comment section.  After we hear the 

individual cases, we'll have another public comment where 

this can be addressed.

MS. CATMULL:  Okay.  I appreciate it.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Anyone else?  This part of the 

public comment is for the cases that we're going to hear in 

just a few minutes, for those individuals. 
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Anybody in Las Vegas for this portion of the 

public comment?  No. 

Okay.  Do I have anybody in Carson City for 

public comment?  Justice Hardesty or Stiglich or Parraguirre, 

I see there. 

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  I don't see any public comment 

in northern Nevada on the first public comment.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Nobody is coming forward?  

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  No, sir. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Fine.  Okay.  Then we will 

close Item Number 2, public comment, and move on to our first 

case.  We'll do the first case and then we'll do all the 

community cases.  

(Other agenda items were heard, reported, and transcribed but 

not ordered as part of this partial transcript)

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you.

That moves us on to the second part of public 

comment.  If I could get a show of hands of people in Clark 

County that want to testify, I can kind of allocate time with 

the clerk.  

Okay.  How many do we have in Carson City?  

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  Let's see.  Ten. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Okay.  We've got probably 20 

down here.  So that makes 30.  So what is the will of the 
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justices?  I'm going to have to give the stenographer and the 

clerk and everybody a break before we finish this because 

it's probably going to be an hour and half, two hours of 

public comment.  So do you want to take some and then take a 

break?  What's the will of the board and the will of the 

clerk?  

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  The court reporter says she's 

good for maybe a half hour.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Okay.  Then what I'm going to 

do is kind of alternate.  I'll take a couple in Clark County 

and then a couple in Carson City, because I want to be fair 

to everybody that's here.  So, anyone wishing to speak during 

public comment, please step forward, identify yourself for 

the record, and comments will be limited to three minutes.  

If you just want to, three or four of you, line up here and 

then we'll go to Carson City. 

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  Okay.  So, Governor, you're 

going start in Las Vegas.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Yeah.  I'll do a half a dozen 

or so down here and then I'll do a half a dozen up there and 

kind of alternate, okay.

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  That sounds good.

You can remain seated. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Yeah.  Once I get to five or 
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six in line, the rest of you can sit down, because I'm not 

going to take more than five or six.  And, if you can please 

limit your comment to three minutes.  And, if you want to 

just say I agree with the last speaker, I agree with two 

speakers ago, that will suffice as well.  

Go ahead and please identify yourself for the 

record and spell your name.

MR. FIEDLER:  Randy Fiedler.  I'm here on behalf 

of Nevada Attorneys for Criminal Justice.  That's spelled 

R-a-n-d-y F-i-e-d-l-e-r.  And I wish to express our 

collective disappointment that Agenda Item 6 will not be 

heard today, particularly because the First Judicial District 

Court's order reads extensive and unworkable requirements due 

to Nevada law.  Our disappointment is exacerbated by the 

First Judicial District Court's grant of incredible 

unilateral power to county district attorneys ostensibly 

allowing a district attorney to represent the State of Nevada 

in a non-criminal case outside the district attorney's county 

against a constitutionally-mandated entity within the -- 

without the constraint of standing.  

This is the second time in recent history that we 

have hoped for a discussion about whether the death penalty 

is an appropriate sentence, only to be disappointed.  We hope 

the future of Nevada will be different.  Thank you. 
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GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you, sir. 

MR. ALLEN:  James Allen, Junior, for the record.  

I don't know no one here today better to talk about the death 

penalty than me, being a former ex-death row inmate here in 

Nevada.  I served over four and a half years on Nevada's 

death row.  I was the youngest African American to receive 

the death sentence that year.  

And, if you guys remember the old magazines, the 

Jet magazine, Ebony magazine, my story was in there, because 

I was the youngest person to receive the death penalty after 

it was recertified in the State of Nevada.  

So, for me, in 1981 to be an 18-year-old kid 

sitting on death row and now to be a 63-year-old man out in 

the free world -- And let's make no mistake about it.  I took 

an innocent life.  But someone felt something in me and that 

someone is the late Senator Harry Reid.  He stepped up.  I 

may have the only picture of an ex-death row inmate with a 

senator like Senator Reid with his arm around him 

congratulating me for graduating, getting my GED, getting my 

high school diploma in prison, coming off of death row.  I 

did 25 years with life without the possibility of parole.  

It was the late Governor Kenny Guinn -- May he 

rest in peace -- that gave me an opportunity.  He said, 

James, I'm going to set you free today.  And I want you to go 
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out and don't you let your story die.  

My story is on Amazon right now.  I should be 

standing up here today asking for a pardon because I am with 

that book and with my story telling, what I brought to the 

schools, I go to juvenile, work, churches, who ever wants to 

hear my story because it's truly a story of redemption.  

And, if you're talking about abolishing the death 

penalty, thank you.  Because I am a proven fact that you can 

do wrong, you can make a mistake, you can take a life, but 

someone else will believe in you.  

And with those 60 members that are sitting on 

death row, Governor, they waited for this day.  They're 

paying close attention.  And they're loving it that there's 

even a spotlight on them.  Everybody on death row probably 

deserves to be there.  I took a life.  The jury made a 

decision.  But someone came later and saw something 

different.  And you, Governor, I know you're seeing something 

different in this death penalty case -- cases.  

So, with this back on the agenda, I know you're 

not going to be here, but, Attorney Ford and the justices, I 

know you're going to be here, please look at it.  Please look 

at that abolishment of the death penalty, because it's both 

sides and it's needed.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much. 
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Ms. Magnus. 

MS. MAGNUS:  Board pour the record my name is a 

Annette Magnus and I'm the executive director of Battle Born 

Progress and a proud member of the Nevada Coalition Against 

the Death Penalty.  

I am here today both in my personal and 

professional capacity.  I come to this issue with a changed 

heart and mind.  I grew up Catholic and in that faith we were 

taught about the value of life, but also the importance of 

forgiveness.  

As I did more research on this issue over the 

years, I realized that this is a system based in racism, 

classism, and bias.  It is a system that has failed our 

society time and time again.  Our criminal justice system 

overall is broken, and this being the starkest example of how 

backwards it is.  

I got on a plane last night and came here because 

I felt so compelled that I needed to be here today because of 

how strongly I feel on this issue.  I thank Governor Sisolak 

for his attempt to address this issue today.  

But, I must state, as I did during the 2021 

legislative session, that this issue was fully discussed by 

the state assembly and the state senate failed to take it up.  

We should have dealt with this issue then, so we didn't have 
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to be in this position today.  

I appreciate the continued work on this issue by 

all of you and I will say that we will continue our work with 

the coalition to end this practice.  It's not only the right 

thing to do, but it's also the fiscally responsible thing to 

do for our state.  We must lead on this issue as a state and 

stop kicking this can down the road for others to deal with.  

We will keep working on this issue and we will not end until 

it's gone. 

And I want to thank Governor Sisolak for his 

leadership during his time in office.  He will be greatly 

missed. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

Next speaker. 

MR. MOWEN:  Thank you, Governor Sisolak -- 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  If you would identify 

yourself. 

MR. MOWEN:  -- Attorney General Ford -- My name 

is David Mowen, D-a-v-i-d M-o-w-e-n.  My daughter, Jennifer 

Moore, is with us.  J-e-n-n-i-f-e-r.  Last name Moore, 

M-o-o-r-e.  

I come before you today, not knowing what was 

going to be happening here.  I'll explain what has happened 

in our lives briefly and what the situation is.  24 years 
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ago, my son and three of his friends were at their home when 

three individuals walked in thinking there was money and 

drugs and whatever else there.  They were in there for quite 

a while and then really it's my understanding not much was 

found.  $240 in cash amongst four boys, a VCR player I had 

purchased many years before.  

And they killed four boys.  They didn't just kill 

them.  They executed them.  As I have my hands behind my 

back, the four boys were the same way.  I've lived this 

nightmare for 8,894 days, one day at a time.  

The death penalty is a very, very, very serious 

issue before this country, as well as this state.  I've heard 

many times that the death penalty does not work.  I would 

have to agree.  It does not work because it's not used.  It's 

20 and 30 years later.  That's ineffective.  

The death penalty is saved for the worst of the 

worst.  Not everybody should receive the death penalty.  But 

there are situations, clearly, they deserve it.  Timothy 

McVeigh, Stephen Paddock, and the list, unfortunately, goes 

on and on. 

Jennifer. 

MS. MOORE:  My name is Jennifer Moore, and my 

life was changed forever August 14th, 1998.  That day, my one 

and only sibling, my big brother, and his three friends, were 
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tied up and shot execution style by Dante Johnson.  Dante is 

one of 65 inmates on death row in Nevada.  I'm speaking up 

for my loved ones and all of those that want to be here but 

cannot.  

People are always standing up for the prisoners, 

wanting to lessen their sentence, worried about their 

well-being, and, today, trying to stop their death sentence.  

Who is standing up for the families of those 

loved ones who have died at the hands of these criminals?  

It's a slap in the face to even have this discussion right 

now, especially right before Christmas and six days before 

this agenda, we have no time to prepare for this.  So I am 

here to remind you guys that the victims are still here.  We 

still care. 

Before you make your decision on whether or not 

to commute death row or whatever your stance is, think of all 

the lives lost by all the murderers you're trying to give a 

lesser sentence to.  

I assure you, Dante has no regard for human life.  

He gloated about how killing four young men made front page 

news.  He tied them up, robbed them, and shot them execution 

style.  And, unfortunately, their friend found them all dead 

later that day and was so traumatized for so many years by 

that vision that he saw, that he ended up taking his own 
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life.  

Should you want to commute anyone's sentence, it 

needs to be done on a case-by-case basis, not all or none.  

We put our faith in the justice system.  Don't 

make us lose faith by giving an unwarranted lesser sentence.  

They were sentenced to death, not life.  Keep it that way.

MR. MOWEN:  Governor Sisolak, Attorney General 

Ford, Members, both in Carson City and here in Clark County, 

we thank you for your dedication and your years of service 

and your time spent listening to us and helping this 

community work through some of the challenges that we have.  

We clearly have a lot of challenges that we need to work on 

in this community, as well as many others.  Let's find a way 

to get it done instead of just talking about it.  

If I can be part of it, I'll be there.  I'll find 

a way to get it done.  My wife has been disabled 23 years and 

I'm her caregiver, as well as seven days a week working to 

pay her medical bills.  I'll find a way to make a difference 

in this community.  Please let me know.  Thank you and God 

bless you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you, sir, ma'am.  We 

appreciate it. 

And, for everyone to understand, we are not 

voting on the commutation of any sentences today.  This was a 
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discussion. 

MR. COOK:  My name is William Lawrence Cook.  

William, W-i-l-l-i-a-m, C-o-o-k.  This is my niece, Jasmin 

Cook, J-a-s-m-i-n C-o-o-k. 

30 years ago was a nightmare of our lives.  And 

everybody here, all families here, the last two seats back 

there, some of them came to stand up for the situation that's 

going on here today.  

Our family, my mother, my 20-year-old sister, and 

my 12-year-old baby sister was bludgeoned to death.  Yes, my 

stepfather took a hammer and beat their faces in until they 

died.  And they not only did that but they strangled -- he 

strangled my 12-year-old sister and my 20-year-old sister, 

just a month before her wedding.  We -- and killed my mother.  

The most innocent people in our family, the most vulnerable 

people in our family, were brutally murdered that day.  

And now the result of this has affected us these 

30 years.  I go to bed every night and I dream about my 

mother.  I dream about my sisters.  Every night for 30 years.  

It has not gone away.  It's just like it happened when 

October 5th, 6th comes every year, I feel it happening again.  

It happened right here in Las Vegas, right down the street 

from where I live.  And, if I drive by that area, I can feel 

the intensity in my emotion.  I don't even recognize where 
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I'm at.  But then when I start feeling that way, yes, I'm 

right in that area where this happened. 

And then this has affected us so badly that my 

brother just, my younger brother under me, he has developed 

dementia, Alzheimer's, dementia, and he's on hospice right 

now because of how he was affected by this situation.  We all 

were affected by this situation dramatically. 

And, when you talk about forgiveness and you talk 

about pardoning, what about us?  What about my family members 

that are suffering traumatically every single day that have 

to go through life with this pain and this sorrow?  My sister 

couldn't even stand up here because her two baby sisters are 

dead.  

I seen the footage and the pictures.  I have in 

my memory pictures of seeing my sister with her skull crushed 

in, chopped up, with her eyeballs not even in the sockets.  

That's what happened to her.  She had defensive wounds on her 

hands, showing that she was trying to guard the hits from the 

hammer, 32 times in the face with a hammer.  And then he went 

to my 12-year-old sister and then strangled her after that.  

There is no forgiveness for that.  None.  I don't 

care how long you spent in jail.  There's no forgiveness.  

Because, not only did he kill them, but he took our life away 

too.  
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And there's a whole family of people, friends, 

family, family members, in different states that suffer the 

same way because of these crimes that he did on my family.  

They were innocent people, innocent.  They had nothing to do 

with what he was involved in or what he did.  They did not 

deserve this at all. 

So I'm asking, please, there is no pardon.  Only 

God can forgive that kind of sin.  And it's up to him to do 

that, not us.  Not us.  

If we characterize our life after the truth 

that's found in God, we can see examples of how he felt when 

murder was carried out like this, an eye for an eye.  

Now, people say it doesn't work.  Yeah, it's not 

going to bring them back.  But it gives us some kind of 

closure, any little bit.  Even if it's a quarter of an inch  

of closure, that's better than nothing.  

Now, we've had to spend these 30 years just 

knowing that this man is in a safe place, he's eating every 

day, he has somewhere to sleep and he's clothed and 

everything.  He's living off of -- Every time we pay taxes, 

we support him.  30 years have gone by and he has two death 

sentences and not any of them were carried out.  There's no 

way that he should be sucking air down like people.  

What about my mother, my sister, and my 
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12-year-old baby sister?  What about their life?  What about 

what it would take to feed them?  They can't do those things.  

They don't have the privilege of life and neither should he 

because of what he did.  

Do you want to say something?  

So we ask that you please do not pardon this man. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much for your 

comments. 

And, again, I'm going to reiterate.  We're not 

here today to issue any pardons.  This is a discussion item.  

And I sense a frustration and the pain on both sides.  So I 

appreciate you being here. 

Yes, sir. 

MR. BOLDON:  Good afternoon.  For the record, 

again, my name is Tehran Boldon, T-e-h-r-a-n B-o-l-d-o-n.  

It's an honor to be here but it's definitely not a pleasure 

for me.  I have been a voter since my legal age.  I voted in 

the last election for two Steves, one I know and one I don't 

know.  The one I know is an honorable person.  He does a 

great job for us as a DA.  

But why I'm here, you may know or may not, the 

person that is on death row had my brother killed, burning 

for over 30 minutes in his car, very gruesome.  Cruel and 

unusual was my brother's sentence.  They say that the death 
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penalty is cruel and unusual punishment.  But a lot of the 

victims have suffered cruel and unusual punishment.  

They say that it's ineffective.  Yes, if there is 

a fire and there's a fire hose and you don't use a fire hose, 

the fire hose is ineffective.  

This tool that we have voted in the death penalty 

is the reason why many offenders who are charged with 

multiple murders will ask that the death penalty be taken off 

the table and they will plead guilty to the charges that they 

know they have committed.  That cuts the cost.  Timothy 

McVeigh does not cost the State of Oklahoma any more money.  

He's no longer with us.  Okay.  It is effective.  It is very 

effective if it's used properly.  

There are a lot of cases, maybe there's some 

people on death row that don't deserve to be there.  But this 

person that is responsible for my brother's death, when he 

was captured in LA, he was on the recorded message saying he 

wanted to hire some commandoes to bust him out if they tried 

to extradite him.  He had no remorse.  He did not even appear 

for the victims impact statement.  He refused to do so.  

Before my brother's murder, he was charged with 

rape, robbery, and assault.  The woman fled because she 

feared for her life and only returned after he was captured 

for a murder. 
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What happened this week, that announcement, 

brought it all back.  It was a stab in the face and a slap.  

And I'm extremely hurt.  I have not been able to sleep.  And 

our family will not get closure or not even begin to get 

closure until this man is no longer alive.  Then we can start 

to think about closure.  

My brother was our Mount Rushmore.  He wasn't 

just a cab driver.  He was a father.  He was a grandfather.  

He was a brother.  He was an uncle.  He was a loved, loved 

man by everyone.  There was no one like him.  He traveled the 

world and he treated everyone with respect.  

His killer, you cannot say the same.  He doesn't 

come close.  He deserves to die.  That's what the death 

penalty is for, for the worst of the worst.  

You can't take the death penalty away.  It's a 

tool that we need.  If people know when they go to Texas you 

don't mess with Texas.  Because, if you go Texas and you get 

the death penalty, you're going to get executed.  And people 

know that.  Florida, Tennessee, same way.  Oklahoma, same 

way.  This state has a death penalty.  It's needed.  The 

death penalty is needed in this state.  

Now, it is a case-by-case basis.  Some people, 

maybe they have remorse.  Some families, maybe they can hug 

and forgive.  But, this man will never be forgiven, not by my 
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family, not by the family of Kenny Cherry, and I do not 

believe by Sandra Watts' family, a mother visiting Las Vegas.  

Three children, two time cancer survivor, at a convention, 

burned alive in a cab with my brother.  

And, this man goes -- After he commits a crime, 

he tells his buddy, hey, let's go to the Spearmint Rhino, you 

want to go to the Spearmint Rhino.  No remorse.  None.  

And people think this is the wild, wild west.  If 

they think it's the wild, wild west, then we need get Wyatt 

Earp and Doc Holliday with them.  

And we need to also -- You know, Las Vegas has a 

connotation, Sin City.  We need to drop the Sin City and make 

it Win City, because we're winners in this town.  We're not 

all sinners.  We're not all sinners.  And people see that Sin 

City connotation and they come here woo-hoo, wah-hah, we 

don't have to obey the law, we can do what we want, it's Sin 

City.  And that's the mentality.  

We need to change our ways and think about 

programs that will keep people from going to death row.  This 

17 year old went and committed all of those crimes.  He had 

no parents.  He had no support.  

The government, the state government, State of 

Nevada, needs to find ways to think outside the box and come 

up with some solutions.  
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I'm sorry that you lost.  I voted for you.  But, 

when you did what you did, I'm sorry that someone didn't 

advise you.  I know you're not a lawyer.  You were elected.  

And I respect you.  

And I just don't, you know -- The victims, you 

know, you really have to think about the victims.  And you 

have to execute these people.  I don't want to -- This person 

may outlive me.  He said 30 years.  It's been 30 years.  My 

mother was 94 years old.  She had to watch the images on TV 

of my brother's cab burning.  She only lasted two years after 

that.  And she had made it that far.  She was ready to go.  

This man -- The trajectory of my family had been changed 

forever, forever.  And that's what loss is.  

And you have the coalitions and the people 

saying, you know, no death penalty.  But it doesn't affect 

them.  The death penalty didn't affect me until my brother 

was killed.  I had no opinion.  But, until it happens to you, 

then you start to think about, hey, wait a minute, let me 

re-evaluate how I feel about it.  I had no opinion on it.  

So you say it's ineffective.  I don't believe so.  

You say it's inhumane.  For me, being incarcerated without 

getting out, is inhumane and cruel.  For others it may be a 

walk in the park.  So it's an individual thing.  

The cost, it costs a lot to go through the 
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appeals process, the court dates and this and that and the 

other.  But, if the death penalty is on the table, a lot of 

those persons that are guilty will plead guilty if it's taken 

off.  But, if you don't have a death penalty, that means that 

I can go out and shoot as many people as I want.  Why not?  

Why not?  If he killed three, he can kill 20 -- 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  I apologize for interrupting.  

But we're limiting to three minutes and I've let you go way 

over three minutes. 

MR. BOLDON:  I appreciate that and I understand.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  And I want to be fair to 

everybody.  And so I'm going to have to ask you to wrap it up 

in the next 30 seconds or so.  And I understand your 

frustration.  And that's why I wanted to have the discussion 

about following through and not following through and having 

it or not having it.  I understand how you're feeling.  I 

don't understand -- I can't understand because I've never 

been in the same position.  But just so you know that. 

MR. BOLDON:  Again, we have a lot of stuff to 

deal with.  Water, crime, drugs, homelessness, mental health 

issues.  I think that our state should start coming up with 

some solutions and not go back and try to reinvent the wheel.  

Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you.  I'm going to take 
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two more down here and then I'm going to Carson City.  I'm 

either going to go to a break or go to Carson City.  So we're 

going to do ten down here and then go up north. 

MS. CATMULL:  Good morning.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  You can pull the microphone 

down if you would like.

MS. CATMULL:  This is my first time in a 

courtroom.  My dad was a lawyer here in Las Vegas.  I grew up 

here in Las Vegas.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Could you identify yourself 

for the record and spell your name, please.  

MS. CATMULL:  Yes.  My name is Stephanie, 

S-t-e-p-h-a-n-i-e.  Last name is Catmull, C-a-t-m-u-l-l.  

Some of you might have known my dad, Mr. Copiega.  He was an 

attorney here for quite a few years. 

I am here though on behalf of Mailin Stafford.  

She was a three-year-old girl that was brutally beaten to 

death by her dad and he is on death row.  She was forced to 

eat her own vomit and feces.  I was in Reno, living up there, 

working at a facility called Kids Cottage, which took in 

abused and neglected and abandoned children.  And, when she 

had come in, she was completely covered black and blue with 

all of the bruises.  And I took care of this girl for over a 

month.  And bruises started disappearing, she started 
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smiling.  

He had gone through anger management classes.  

Mailin was placed back in with the family.  And he proceeded, 

still, to continue to beat her to the point where she had so 

many abdominal injuries, she had 30 bruises, fractured ribs, 

broken teeth.  And he had thrown her in a scalding hot shower 

because she was sucking her thumb.  She died from her 

injuries.  He then proceeded to drive ten hours to Riverside 

and dumped her body over a cliff like she was garbage.  And 

she was not.  

This was 28 years ago and I am still standing 

here today for Mailin and for all of everybody who has 

suffered, because us victims and the people have a right to 

be able to discuss -- And I do appreciate the fact that you 

do want to have that discussion.  

I found out on Friday night because I'm part of 

the victims, I guess, letting us know when there is a change 

in status.  I live in Colorado.  And so I found out Friday 

night, hopped on a plane on Sunday so that I could be here.  

And, yesterday, I was trying to find out where do I go, what 

time is this, oh, wait a minute, there's an emergency -- You 

know, it was kind of chaotic.  

And I did reach out to Attorney General Ford's 

office and tried to just get some information.  And, so, even 
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last night at 6:00 o'clock, I'm, like, I don't know if this 

is happening.  So I -- I feel for the victims here because of 

the fact that I'm a victim.  I have three days to prepare.  

That is not adequate time.  

And so I feel like if we are to have this 

discussion that the due process of law needs to be followed 

and that we have an ability to be able to voice our concerns 

as victims and that we are given the adequate time and 

preparation to be able to do that.  

But, with Mailin, she is one of too many that 

were beaten to death.  And, this man that is on death row, we 

have to have a penalty that fits the crime.  You know, he 

doesn't get to be beaten to death.  He doesn't get to be 

deprived of life.  He is not somebody that is able to, you 

know, talk with people and have communication and social 

interaction.  Mailin was deprived of that.  And that is not 

fair that he can.  

And, so, I understand that on a case-by-case 

basis that the capital punishment needs to be kneaded out.  

He was convicted of this by a jury of his peers and they also 

believed that this crime was so heinous, what he did.  And so 

to have that conversation, I agree, let's have that 

conversation.  But please make sure that next time that we 

are given adequate time and that you sincerely listen to the 
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victims.  Because there are stories that are painful and that 

are hard and that are long-lasting and that will last with me 

for the rest of my life as well.  So thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

I'm going to take one more down here and then I'm 

going to see if we're going to go up north or we're going to 

take a break, depending on the staff. 

MS. DIETER:  Hi, everyone.  This is not my first 

time in the courtroom, but, however, it's still incredibly 

scary every time you come up here.  My name is Shaelyn 

Dieter, S-h-a-e-l-y-n D-i-e-t-e-r.  And I'm a third year law 

student at the William S. Boyd School of Law.  I currently 

serve on the steering committee of the National Lawyers Guild 

Las Vegas Chapter.  And I came to localize our disappointment 

as a board at the inability to hear the commutation today.  

We've heard some incredibly profound and moving 

and truly devastating stories from victims, which I believe 

tells us that we need resources allocated to trauma support 

and trauma-informed counseling and services for those who are 

victims of violent crimes or whose family members are, more 

so than we need to perpetuate a barbaric and archaic form of 

punishment.  

So, I appreciate you all being here and taking 

the time to listen to everyone and the board.  To be here in 
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support of the National Lawyers Guild is truly an honor and 

we will continue to fight the abolition of the death penalty 

here in our state and federally.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you so much. 

Okay.  That's all I'm going to take down south.  

How are we doing up north there?  Let me ask first, if you 

could ask staff and I'll ask staff down here if you want to 

take a recess for lunch, if you -- because we're going to 

have a couple more hours of public testimony here.  You need 

a break?  Okay.  

Are we good with taking a break up north for 30 

minutes and come back at 1:00 o'clock?  

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  We would recommend a break, 

Governor, for 30 minutes. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Okay.  We'll take a 30-minute 

lunch recess and then I will come back and take testimony up 

north.  We're in recess until 1:00.  

(Recess was taken)

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  I'm going to call us back in 

to session, please.  And now we're going to take some public 

from Carson City.  We'll take them up there if you can bring 

them forward.  I can't see the people. 

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  They're lining up, Governor.  

There's probably eight or nine, ten. 
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GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Okay.  Thank you.  We'll do 

about ten of them and then I'm going to come back down here.  

We've got some more and I've got some on the phone. 

MS. BROWN:  Tonja Brown, T-o-n-j-a B-r-o-w-n, 

Advocates for Inmates and the Innocent.  

We would like to read a portion of the 2020 

interview given by Mr. Fred Steese.  We advocates wanted to 

let Justice Hardesty know how grateful Mr. Steese is to you 

for granting the factual evidence pardon before you retire 

from the Supreme Court.  Mr. Steese would also like to let 

you know how grateful he is to the entire 2017 Pardons Board, 

with the exception of the former Attorney General Adam 

Laxalt, for exonerating him for a crime that he did not 

commit.  

He is especially grateful to the former District 

Court Judge Cadish, who is now Nevada Supreme Court Justice.  

He goes on to say, my name is Fred Steese.  In 

1992 I got convicted of first degree murder for a crime I 

didn't commit.  I spent the last 22 years of my life trying 

to get somebody to listen that I was innocent.  

Finally, in February of 2013, I got released from 

prison.  I got found factually innocent by a judge, a real 

judge, that stood up and believed in the justice system.  

Judge Cadish found me factually innocent.  
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He goes on to state Judge Herndon was second 

seat, so Judge Herndon didn't start until the second seat but 

he knew it was wrong.  Herndon knew that I was innocent.  

They knew new evidence had come to light, everything they 

wanted to hide, all the blood, evidence to show the DNA down 

through the years they said they didn't have or misplaced or 

whatever, they said they had it in an evidence vault the 

whole time, they didn't want to turn it over.  They knew the 

DNA evidence would exclude me.  

I don't know the whole story with his daughter, 

but I do know from what I have gathered that my case always 

bothered him.  If it bothered you, why didn't you step up?  

You're here to seek justice, not convictions.  I've been 

waiting for him to apologize to me.  I mean, if it would have 

been my issues I would.  I have not heard anything from him 

or Gepheart as of 2020.  

The interviewer asked, what would you say to 

Herndon if he was in the room.  I just -- Just what I said.  

I'm hoping he sees this, because there's others too involved, 

they hid evidence, not making it available to the defense at 

the time of trial.  You know a man is innocent.  You're not 

there for convictions.  You're there to seek justice.  You're 

supposed to be the protector of people, including me.  Even 

though I'm a low life of a human, you're supposed to protect 
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me.  

All of this evidence out there that shows I'm 

innocent, how come we didn't get it?  Am I too stupid and 

illiterate about the law and didn't know nothing about the 

law so I didn't know what was going on?  I tried to call my 

attorneys about this as much as I could.  I gave them all the 

facts of the evidence.  

How does he sleep at night?  He's got kids, you 

know, a daughter that I asked about.  I don't understand.  

What if his daughter went to prison for something she didn't 

do and spent the last 20 years in prison for a crime she 

never committed?  What's the difference?  

Mr. Steese is right, what's the difference?  Only 

the Pardons Board can answer that.  

He goes on to say for --

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  I've got to ask to you wrap up 

your comments, please. 

MS. BROWN:  I will.  Now, what if Mr. Steese had 

a back way prior to finding the truth out about what really 

happened in the case?  Do we simply just ignore this 

injustice?  What about folks who have long been convicted and 

have passed away prior to being exonerated?  Does this 

Pardons Board simply turn a blind eye to correcting the 

injustice?  Only you can answer that.  
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We ask that you hold hearings for those who have 

maintained their innocence and have passed away so the laws 

of our state will allow petitions for actual innocence 

posthumously be heard by the courts.  

I've also submitted some other documents.  

Because, originally, we did have to speak on behalf of the 

death penalty but did not have time.  Thank you.  Have a 

wonderful day. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

MS. HEART:  Good afternoon, Members of the Board 

of Pardons.  My name is Nancy Heart.  And I am the president 

of the Nevada Coalition Against the Death Penalty.  

Before I go on, I just want to make clear that 

the members of the coalition is a broad group and it does 

include members of murdered victim family members who agree 

with the coalition's mission, which is that the death penalty 

should be ended. 

The coalition is very disappointed in yesterday's 

court decision.  We believe that it is incorrect as a matter 

of law, given the long, historical precedent supporting the 

broad power of commutation.  

We are present today because we support the Board 

of Pardons commuting the death sentence of those individuals 

on Nevada's death row and we endorse everything that Governor 
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Sisolak said this morning in his remarks.  The death penalty 

is wasteful, ineffective, and does not make us safer.  It is 

an allocated practice and there is a ground well of support 

across the state and around the country that it is time to 

end it.  

We have the ability -- We don't have the ability 

to obtain the drugs necessary to carry it out.  So, as the 

Governor mentioned this morning, it is a false promise to the 

victims and the victims' family members, I mean, of those who 

have been murdered.  

We must find ways for all victims -- for all 

victims of violent murder to better support their needs than 

simply offering them the death sentence as an option for 

closure.  There are many other murder victim family members 

who don't have the death penalty but still have lost a loved 

one in often vicious and definitely violent ways. 

So, again, we regret the decision yesterday that 

prevented this body from considering the commutation of the 

death sentences of those on death row and who remain in 

support of this board's authority to commute and we 

wholeheartedly encourage you to do so at another opportunity 

soon.  Thank you very much.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thanks for your comments. 

MS. GEDNEY:  My name is Dr. Karen Gedney.  I was 
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a senior physician for the Nevada Department of Corrections 

from 1987 to 2016.  And I was placed there actually by the 

National Health Service Board because it was under manpower 

shortage.  So I had a four-year sentence and I decided to be 

a lifer. 

The reason I want to talk about death penalty 

from my perspective is as a physician and a person who thinks 

of it holistically, I was never prepared for two years in to 

my sentence to be ordered to give the drugs for execution.  

And I refused.  The prison was not happy about that.  And 

that was on Mr. William Thompson.  And they were looking for 

someone else, so they had to go outside the system to get a 

doc.  And some people will do anything for money.  And he 

wrote the three drugs for the execution.  

I was never the same or thought about the death 

penalty until I was put in that position.  And I think 

people, whether you're from the victim's side or the legal 

side, they don't think about it until it happens to them.  

And I'm a holistic thinker.  I'm an internal 

medicine specialist.  I look at the whole thing.  And, what I 

look at is I look at victims who suffer and I realize for the 

psychological field that they suffer the most when they do 

not forgive.  And I know that's unbelievably difficult.  But 

you can see how that consumes them for the last 30 years. 
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The other thing is I look at the legal side, 

where they make mistakes.  They also, if you look at where 

death sentences occur and you look at the country and 

counties, the prosecutors, is incredibly unequal.  I look at 

does it deter.  It does not.  This is why no other western 

industrial country in the world does death sentences.  

And I really appreciate that the Governor put 

this on the table.  I just wish that everyone, I think on 

both sides, had preparation to really talk about it.  Half 

the states in this country have come to the conclusion to end 

the death penalty.  

And the reason I stayed all of those 30 years was 

to protect the inmates against abusive power.  I had inmates 

who I took care of for terminal cancer who were on death 

sentence.  And they wanted -- certain factions wanted me to 

keep them alive with the horrible terminal cancer so that 

they could be executed.  And that sort of revenge, I always 

think of the proverb, you want to do revenge, it's not only 

one grave, it's two.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

Next speaker. 

MS. CHANSELLE-HARY:  Hello, ladies and gentlemen 

of the board.  My name is Melissa Chanselle-Hary.  That's 

spelled M-e-l-i-s-s-a C-h-a-n-s-e-l-l-e hyphen H-a-r-y.  
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In three weeks time, I will be a certified death 

doula.  A death doula is a vital person in preparing one's 

death bed.  Now, in most cases, we can't control how or when 

we die.  But we can control how prepared we are emotionally, 

spiritually, socially, logistically, and financially.  It's 

really the social work of death.

In my market research and in my learning in the 

past several months, I've been interviewing and speaking with 

family members of victims of violent crimes.  I have spoken 

with victim advocates, social workers, people who have been 

incarcerated, and other death workers.  

As a death doula and a recovered Catholic, I 

oppose the death penalty in all circumstances, and I support 

commuting death penalty sentences to life without parole.  

The practice and the process of the death penalty 

is a direct conflict of human rights and human dignity.  It's 

not applied in a consistent manner.  When location and the 

race of the victim weigh the most in designing who gets the 

death penalty, I struggle to understand how that's just.  

Having worked as a court appointed special 

advocate, I have seen firsthand how unaddressed poverty, 

trauma, mental illness, and addiction feed individuals in to 

the carceral system.  We're expecting the carceral system to 

act as a Band-Aid for the crevices or cracks and fissures 
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that are buried in the process.  The death penalty cannot be 

a stopgap for a flawed system.  

And for those whose families have been taken from 

them, I understand that the pain is seismic and disoriented 

based on my interviews.  I've spoken directly to victims and 

family members who have said an execution does not give them 

closure.  The repetitive notifications, the false starts, and 

the last-minute rescheduling are taxing.  It affects directly 

their health and their life span.  

I think there are ways to provide victims and 

survivors with a sense of safety and justice without the 

death penalty.  I know it's not necessarily on the table 

right now, but I believe Nevada in the future has the 

opportunity to do what it does best.  We're in a unique spot 

to blaze our own trail.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much for your 

comments. 

MR. ZOBER:  Good afternoon.  My name is Rabbi 

Benjamin Zober, R-a-b-b-i B-e-n-j-a-m-i-n Z-o-b-e-r.  And 

while I am currently a congregational rabbi in Reno, before 

that, I was an attorney.  I did both trial work and death 

penalty appeals.  So I have given a lot of thought to the 

death penalty, its morality, and its role in the justice 

system.  And the inescapable conclusion that I have come to 
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is that it is both immoral and unjust.  

And, as I stand here today under Lady Justice, I 

would like to talk a little bit about justice.  There is a 

passage from Deuteronomy that many of you are probably 

familiar with.  It is known in some circles as a lawyer's 

creed.  Tzedek, tzedek tirdof.  Justice, justice shall you 

pursue.  

As we often see, the doubling of this word, as we 

know in the bible it's sometimes a bit sparse, so when we see 

one word twice, we're supposed to take note.  And it gives us 

the indication that justice is of paramount importance.  

And so when we look at our system and we look at 

the death penalty and we see the disparities and the other 

inequities that many people have mentioned, and I'm sure that 

many of you have read in many spaces, we see that justice is 

not being served, that there is no justice when an innocent 

person is convicted and executed.  There's no justice for a 

family of victims when the right person is not found and they 

are left for years or even a lifetime looking for closure and 

healing.  There is no justice when the people who are 

convicted are convicted largely because of who they are, 

their race, their socio and economic status, or the 

misfortune of matching the victim and the perpetrator or even 

the place that they live.  
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Which brings us to the second part of that 

quotation, tirdof.  You shall pursue.  It is not enough to 

love justice or want justice, but it is something that we 

actively must chase down.  We must work for it.  And I stand 

here in a room full of people who have dedicated their lives 

to that very act.  

And I know that commuting the death sentences of 

the people on death row in the State of Nevada is not 

something that can simply just be done with the stroke of a 

pen or even in this case with a few votes.  But it is 

something that is far too important to let sit or let pass 

by.  

And so I urge all of you to engage in that 

pursuit of justice and to find a way to make sure that 

justice is done for the people on death row in this state. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you, sir. 

MR. COTE:  Thank you, Governor and Members of the 

Board.  My name is Nicholas Cote, N-i-c-h-o-l-a-s C-o-t-e.  I 

am here on behalf of Conservatives Concerned About the Death 

Penalty, a network of conservatives question a system that is 

marked by inefficiency, inequity, and inaccuracy.  

In light of the board's previously announced 

agenda item, which I know is no longer on the agenda, I 

wanted to share today some reasons why conservatives, a 
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growing number of conservatives, are questioning capital 

punishment.  First, the risk of executing an innocent person 

is real and unacceptable.  Government can never be perfect.  

But an error in this area of public policy can mean the 

taking of an innocent person's life.  For matter of life and 

death, one irreversible mistake is one too many.  

Second, capital punishment is arbitrarily and 

unfairly administered by government.  Not justice.  But 

geography, race, poverty, and the broad discretion of the 

prosecutor to determine whether an individual can be 

sentenced to death.  Disparities in sentencing suggest that 

some lives are worth more than others and undermining public 

trust in the legal system. 

Finally, the death penalty is a wasteful and 

expensive government program that fails victims' family 

members and does not improve public safety.  Many death 

penalty cases prolong family's pain for years or even 

decades, only for many death sentences to be reversed.  

Nevada is unable to carry out executions and the 

state's attempts to secure lethal injection drugs have given 

rise to legal action by health care companies to protect the 

integrity of the supply chain.  

The broken death penalty system squanders 

taxpayer dollars that could be more effectively spent helping 
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grieving families heal and investigating unsolved cases.  I 

hope the board will consider this.  Thank you.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you for your comments, 

sir. 

MR. SHEPACK:  Good afternoon.  My name is 

Nicholas Shepack, N-i-c-h-o-l-a-s S-h-e-p-a-c-k.  I am the 

board president of the organization Return Strong.  

Our colleagues today will speak more eloquently 

than I to the number of reasons why we believe that the death 

penalty must be addressed both through commutation and 

legislation.  

What I am here to do today is simply to ask you 

to heed the advice of the lawyer Brian Stevenson, who is the 

head of the equal justice initiative, which is to give 

proximate to issues that we're working on.  If you have not 

visited Ely State Prison recently, I implore you to take a 

tour.  If you have not stood foot inside of death row, I 

implore you to spend time on death row.  If you have not 

visited the new death chamber in Ely, I implore you to visit 

these places.  

Our policy makers and decision makers often make 

these decisions about individuals and places that they have 

never seen or have not seen in a very long time.  

It is a profound experience to step foot in these 
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places.  I have done it.  It has changed me.  And I am sure 

that it will have an impact on the decisions that you make 

one way or another.  

So we humbly ask you to give proximate to the 

issues that we're working on as we move forward in to this 

uncertain future and eventually address this issue that has 

been pulled off the agenda today.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you for your comments. 

MS. BARAN:  Good afternoon.  My name is Lilith 

Baran, L-i-l-i-t-h B-a-r-a-n.  And I'm a policy manager for 

the ACLU of Nevada.  

For decades, the ACLU of Nevada has made 

abolition of the death penalty a cornerstone of our work and 

believing it to be unconstitutional, both cruel and unusual 

punishment, and violation of the right to fair treatment 

under the law.  

The ability to commute these sentences would have 

been a major civil rights victory for the State of Nevada and 

common sense solution towards addressing the proximities of a 

broken system, rather than continuing to experiment with 

lethal drug cocktails or assessing and disproving argument 

that the death penalty deters deadly crime.  

We hope that the future allows this body to 

advance society forward by approving commutation and sparing 
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lives of dozens of people who face execution by our state.  

Many of our members and supporters agree along 

with our written testimony signed by nearly every staff 

member in our office.  We also submitted more than 40 support 

comments.  And more than a 180 people have signed our 

petition urging you to cease this opportunity.  

Since 1973, more than 185 people have been 

released from death row, with the evidence of their 

innocence.  An average of 3.94 wrongly convicted death row 

prisoners have been exonerated each year since 1973.  There 

is no room for error when it comes to taking a human life in 

the name of justice.  

Nevada's use of the death penalty 

disproportionately impacts people of color.  Roughly 60 

percent of the state's death row prisoners are people of 

color.  

People with significant mental illness, the 

indigent, nearly all of the state's death row prisoners are 

represented by public defenders.  

And, despite the state's seemingly inability to 

effectuate an execution through lethal injection, the state 

will continue to vote resources and policy.  Nevada built a 

new execution facility just a few years ago, even as the 

prison population continues to face terrible condition.  
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Nevada's capital punishment system is deeply 

broken and incredibly complex.  And we hope to continue this 

difficult conversation where we go forward in relative peace.  

Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you.

I'm going to take three or so more up there and 

then I'm going to go to the phone. 

JUSTICE HARDESTY:  I think we have two in line 

there, Governor, so that might do it. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Great.  We'll do those. 

MS. DIAZ:  Good afternoon.  My name is Trina 

Ramirez Diaz.  And I didn't get notice until I was in the 

courtroom that it was taken off the agenda.  

But I'm just here to make a statement that there 

was five families that were destroyed the weekend of Mother's 

Day 2013.  The person also destroyed his own family, so a 

total of six.  I can't say I can take his life, I can't say 

you can take the life.  But justice did show and give five 

death sentences to the individual currently sitting on death 

row.  Each murder that he committed was heinous, the first 

one, the second, and third and the fifth, they were, each one 

got worst as he committed murder that weekend.  

In that same year of 2013, I was diagnosed with 

cancer.  I lost my brother and I lost my father.  So I can 
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see compassion.  But, if you don't have remorse for the sins 

that you've done, how can you say it's okay, he's innocent 

and don't let him have the death penalty?  

I don't know law.  I'm not going to say I do.  I 

can't say I can say, okay, let me give you a hug and give you 

that, you know, because, okay, you killed my brother, but I 

had to forgive myself to move forward.  It doesn't 

necessarily mean I forgive him of the sin of murder.  

The only one that can actually give that pardon 

to him, my belief, is Christ.  That is the only one who can 

seek that pardon from to have his soul cleansed.  

And, I'm okay, as long as he never gets out of 

prison.  If you want to -- If you're going to revoke it, that 

death penalty is no longer in the State of Nevada and I did 

research when this was all going on almost ten years ago, it 

was currently 86 people still sitting on death row, last 

person to be sentenced to death was in the early '70s, so 

they're just sitting there.  They're not getting out.  We pay 

for their service, but they're still -- they have that 

freedom, they can still breathe, they can still interact with 

humans.  

My brother is gone.  He's never going to come 

back.  He destroyed his mother, his father, and his younger 

brother.  But, to this day, every year, she texts or just -- 
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she tries to reach out to me.  So, if that's my buzzer, I'm 

sorry -- 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  That's okay. 

MS. DIAZ:  -- but it's nice, I've never stood in 

the Supreme Court with the Governor of the State.  So it's 

great.  Yeah.  That's pretty much it.  I'm going to go cry. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much.  

Next speaker, please. 

MS. CARTLEDGE:  Good afternoon.  My name is Glynn 

Cartledge, G-l-y-n-n, last name C-a-r-t-l-e-d-g-e.  I have no 

prepared remarks.  I was only here to listen and learn.  And 

I have learned a great deal.  

I am very sad that this was taken off the agenda.  

I think that it's time for us Nevadans to get rid of the 

death penalty.  It's expensive.  It's arbitrary.  And I think 

that's my biggest criticism of it.  And it takes the life out 

of everybody that is involved, including the doctors, the 

people who have to be there, the guards, the victims, the 

families of both sides.  And I hope that you will consider 

this in the future.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much.  

Okay.  Since there's no one else in line, I'll 

come back up to Carson after we do some on the phone.  So I 

guess -- I don't know who can do that for me. 
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JUSTICE HARDESTY:  Jason, are we able to connect 

people on the phone?  We're working on it, Governor.  Just a 

moment.

THE CLERK:  Maurisa Allen, could you please 

unmute. 

MS. ALLEN:  I think I'm unmuted.  Can you hear 

me?  

THE CLERK:  Yes.  

MS. ALLEN:  So I'm Maurisa Allen, M-a-u-r-i-s-a  

A-l-l-e-n.  I'm actually here on behalf of a victim, a 

four-year-old girl that was murdered.  I feel that taking 

people off of the death penalty does no justice for our 

family.  It was the closure that I needed.  He took an 

innocent life 30 years ago, 31 years ago.  And it's really 

affected our family to the point that we all suffer from 

severe depression, anxiety, to the point that several of us 

have tried to take our own lives because we feel like we 

didn't protect her as needed.  

I feel like if you're going take the death 

penalty away, I feel like it should be on a case-by-case 

basis.  I feel like Melea deserves justice in this.  She was 

brutally taken from us and I feel like the death penalty 

needs to stay.  He needs to pay for his consequences.  She 

didn't get to live.  I don't feel like he should be able to 
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live.  Kitrich Powell was the one who did it.  And I feel 

like he belongs and needs to stay there and that's how I 

feel.  I feel like justice won't be served if you take that.  

The family just needs closure on this.  And that's how I 

feel.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much for your 

comments.

THE CLERK:  This is the clerk.  TB Thompson, 

could you please unmute.  TB Thompson, could you please 

unmute if you're going to speak.  

Okay.  We will go on to Tom Collins.  Tom 

Collins, if you're going speak, could you please unmute.  

Thank you.  You may proceed. 

MS. COLLINS:  Hello.  Actually I am Amanda 

Collins.  I'm here with my -- You spell my name A-m-a-n-d-a 

C-o-l-l-i-n-s.  I'm here with my dad and my mom, Tom Collins 

and Sue Collins.  

I am speaking as a victim of a violent crime.  15 

years ago, I was raped at gunpoint by James Biela.  Three 

months later he would go on and murder Brianna Denison.  

My -- The conviction for the charges brought against him on 

my behalf served as an aggravating circumstance to determine 

that he was in fact to be given the death penalty by a jury 

of his peers. 
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I'm here because I was informed on Friday night 

that this was added to the agenda.  And the manner in which 

this has been handled is a violation of the Victim and 

Witness Bill of Rights Act.  And that declares that crime 

victims and witnesses are to be treated with dignity, 

respect, and sensitivity.  

I would argue that none of that about how this 

came about and how I was informed and how this was slid 

under -- attempted to slide under the radar did none of those 

things for me as a victim of violent crime that is attached 

to a man that is currently serving the death penalty in 

Nevada. 

Further, one of the only rights that I am given 

as a victim of violent crime is for my privacy to be 

protected, unless I should decide to forego that anonymity.  

I forewent that anonymity years ago when I attempted to have 

some legislation passed in Reno.  Or in Nevada, excuse me.  

The way this was handled would require victims 

who want to maintain their anonymity to either remain silent 

or then to forego their anonymity.  

I'm all for having this discussion.  But, as a 

victim, I'm asking the board as we move forward to have this 

discussion, do better for the victims that are here.  Do 

better for us.  We deserve better than how this was handled.  
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Friday I attempted to call the office for the 

Board of Parole.  And I was informed by someone who returned 

my phone call, or my e-mail, rather, on their private cell 

phone that the majority of the office was out of the office.  

Timing is not lost on me for this to be right before 

Christmas.  

Further, I just -- I know my time is up.  I stand 

and I agree with Stephanie from Colorado.  I apologize.  I 

forget her last name.  And Maurisa Allen.  This needs to be 

for people who are currently serving death row, this needs to 

be a case-by-case basis, much like we just saw during the 

parole board hearing of pardon and not a blanket thing done 

for every single inmate that is currently serving death row.  

Thank you.  

And I'm going to defer to my father if he has any 

statements or my mother.

MR. COLLINS:  I would just say that as an 

attorney who what is practiced for 45 years, primarily in the 

civil area, that this is not the appropriate forum.  Although 

Judge Wilson recognized that you have the authority to take 

this action does not mean you have either the moral or 

ethical -- Ethically you should do something.  

You, Governor, tried in two legislative sessions 

to abolish the death penalty without success, even though 
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your party controlled the legislature by a huge margin.  You 

then attempted to circumvent that by bringing it up today.  

Where this discussion belongs is with the people, 

either directly through a referendum, or in the legislature 

where they can deal with their representatives and have 

hearings held as to whether or not Nevada should continue to 

have the death penalty.  It should not be a backdoor attempt, 

which I believe this should be -- has been.

MS. SUE COLLINS:  Hello.  I'm sue Collins.  I'm 

Amanda's mother.  Mostly I just want to say that I agree with 

everything my daughter has said.  This -- And what my husband 

has said.  Thank you for your time.  We hope you really take 

this under consideration in the appropriate way in which to 

handle this.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

THE CLERK:  This is the clerk.  Janet Bee, if 

you're going to speak, you may proceed. 

MS. BEE:  Hello.  I am on -- I have been waiting 

since noon my time.  So I guess it's almost four hours and 40 

minutes.  I've been on line here waiting.  I live in Bell 

River, Ontario, Canada.  And that's where my Aunt Rose was 

born in and from Ontario, Canada.  

She went to live out in California years and 

years ago.  30 years ago, she was murdered, along with her 

AA04734
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husband.  She was 74 years old, and her husband, James, was 

80.  My aunt's name was Rose.  She was the sweetest woman on 

earth, would do anything for you.  

Somehow, the man that came in to her life that 

was their murderer got in to their motor home, tied their 

hands behind their back, bludgeoned them to death, drove 

their bodies to Sparks, dumped my aunt's body in to a 

dumpster and set her on fire, put her husband's body next to 

the garbage and he was burning with garbage on top of him.  

The gentleman that is in prison currently, I'm 

sorry, I have no forgiveness for, for what he did.  

I'm doing this on behalf of my father, who was my 

aunt's brother, and my mom.  They had gone to Las Vegas about 

28 years ago for the trials.  I've got the paperwork.  I've 

got a file.  I've been following this for years and years and 

years.  And when is it going to end?  

This death penalty can't change.  It has to stay.  

Thank God you're not voting on this.  

I agree, also, with Ms. Collins, what she just 

said about how we were informed.  Shame on you.  Shame on 

you, Governor.  That's all I have to say.  

And thank you so much to the judge that reversed 

the decision yesterday.  We're not going to forget.  The 

victims here are not going to forget.  We're going to keep 
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pressing.  We're going to stick together and press for this 

to not be forgotten.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you for your comments. 

THE CLERK:  This is the clerk.  Donald Allen, you 

may proceed. 

MR. ALLEN:  Hi.  My name is Donald Allen, 

D-o-n-a-l-d A-l-l-e-n.  And I'm here on behalf of -- Maurisa 

Allen is my sister.  I'm here on behalf because I haven't had 

that closure since the man beat my sister to death.  The man 

lived with us for three months and I lived through this.  And 

to come home from school -- And I can remember this to a T 

every day.  Anytime I talk about it, it goes back to my 

brain.  

And I think that -- I lost you -- And I think 

that abolishing the death penalty for everybody is wrong.  My 

sister was beaten so badly that the man doesn't belong to be 

in society or in life.  I know it should go case by case.  

But, to abolish the death penalty, it's giving other people 

the chance to be able to, like that guy said earlier, kill 20 

people and you don't have to die for it.  

And my little sister deserves a lot better than 

this man getting life.  And, I mean, I don't even have the 

words for it.  He destroyed so many lives of ours.  I still 

have nightmares.  It was 33 years ago.  And I don't even know 
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how to -- I'm still going through therapy and I'm on 

medication to try to help my PTSD from it.  

And the one -- I heard the one lady say that you 

need to forgive and it helps.  But that's a choice that you 

make.  And I can't forgive.  What I seen was horrendous.  And 

I wish that you guys could all read, like, everything that 

happened and pretend that were you in my shoes and seen what 

I seen and went through what I went through.  I think that's 

very important for people to understand.  

People that haven't had this happen don't have a 

clue.  They didn't go through it.  They didn't -- They didn't 

have to endure anything like this.  Life has changed.  And, 

as a victim, I just got thrown around from one group home to 

another and I had to pay consequences for something I didn't 

do.  

And I just think that abolishing the death 

penalty all the way around is wrong, very wrong.  And I think 

it should be case by case.  Because my sister, Melea, 

deserves justice.  And, whether the death penalty is inhumane 

or not, to me it doesn't matter.  It was inhumane for him to 

beat my sister to death.  And, when they get a shot, that's 

the easy way out.  He doesn't have to go through what my 

sister went through.  And I believe that criminals do stuff 

like that, they should have to endure the same thing.  That 
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would deter people from doing things like they've done, like 

what happened to my sister.  

That might seem really cruel and inhumane.  But I 

still have to live this every single day.  And I'll never 

have my sister back.  She was four.  And she did nothing 

wrong.  That's all. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you very much for your 

comments. 

Do we have anymore on the phone?  

THE CLERK:  This is the clerk.  The only person 

we have remaining is TB Thompson, who did not respond 

earlier.

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  That's, I think, staff of the 

attorney general's office. 

THE CLERK:  Okay.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you.  

Okay.  We're done with the phone comments.  I'm 

going to come back to Clark County here.

MS. COOK:  Hi.  My name is Melonae Cook, 

M-e-l-o-n-a-e C-o-o-k.  I'm here today as a victim of a 

triple homicide.  My mother and my two young sisters were 

murdered, bludgeoned to death, and strangled.  

I come today to say where is the pardon for them.  

They didn't get a pardon.  They were not afforded the 
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opportunity to stand in front of you and say I don't want to 

die today.  They were not afforded the opportunity to live 

11,765 days that it's been since they have been killed.  They 

were not afforded that ability, that right, that privilege. 

The death penalty, I have no -- I don't have 

no -- no -- just, you know, I don't care whether we kill them 

or we don't, honestly.  But he was tried in a court of law 

and that was the decision that was determined by his peers.  

And they determined that he should die.  And I'm for that for 

him. 

If you're going to change it, change it for the 

people who are now what happens today.  Don't change it for 

the people who have already been through this and already 

have settled with that decision in their heart.  That takes 

away from them.  They don't get the -- their victims or my 

family did not get the right to say I don't want to die 

today.  And, those people on death row standing, asking for a 

pardon are saying I don't want to die.  I want to die by 

natural causes in the prison, be as it may.  That's not fair 

to the victims.  It's just not fair to the victims. 

What happened on October 5th, 1990 changed -- it 

didn't change my family.  It ruined my family.  My family has 

been destroyed on that day.  It was destroyed by a man that 

we trusted and loved and we called father.  He is now on 
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death row called an inmate to be executed.  32 years he's 

been sitting on death row.  Longer than my 12-year-old 

sister, my 20-year-old sister, who was due to be married 30 

days later.  The day we notified everybody that she had been 

murdered was the day they got their wedding invitation in the 

mail.  

So, please for us and for those that are on death 

row, don't change it for them.  If you want to change it for 

the people in the future, go ahead.  But don't take that 

little bit of satisfaction or -- not satisfaction, but, you 

know, calm that we have.  Some relief that we have.  Don't 

take that away from us.  Because we can't get our family 

back.  We can't get their lives back.  These people did what 

they did.  They have to suffer the consequences of their 

actions.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you for your comments. 

MR. BETTENCOURT:  Hello.  Good afternoon.  My 

name is Mark Bettencourt, M-a-r-k B-e-t-t-e-n-c-o-u-r-t.  

Good afternoon, Governor and Members of the Board.  

I'm here today in a couple of different hats.  

I'm the campaign director for the Nevada Coalition Against 

the Death Penalty, I'm a board member with Return Strong, but 

I want to speak to you all today not of those sort of facts 

and statistics that you all have heard, but also to speak to 
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you as the son of two people who have been incarcerated and 

someone whose uncle was brutally and violently murdered.  So 

I am coming to you all to speak to the reality of the death 

penalty and not the philosophy of the death penalty that we 

have in Nevada. 

The reality is that most of these cases are at 

least two decades old.  The reality is that we do not have 

the logistics to move forward with an execution.  We do not 

have the drugs or the protocol clarified in the courts right 

now.  And we also know that you are far more likely to 

receive the death penalty in Clark County than you are in 

White Pine or Elko County.  And, therefore, we have a death 

penalty statute that only targets people who are in those 

large population centers in Clark County and in Washoe 

County.  

But I want to speak personally about the fact 

that we are wasting millions of dollars on these cases on a 

sentencing structure that we know we cannot move forward with 

and have not been able to move forward with in nearly two 

decades.  And I ask you as someone with a family who lost for 

me it was an uncle.  And I turn older than he was when he 

died this coming year.  

And, Uncle Mike, his crime was never solved.  He 

was left brutally mutilated on a highway in Missouri and was 
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never found -- his case was never resolved.  The DNA evidence 

was never tried.  And I know that this is not a rare 

occurrence.  I know that there are victims of crimes and 

murders that are unsolved all across our state and across our 

country.  

And, so, as we continue these conversations -- 

And I am grateful for you, Governor Sisolak, and I'm grateful 

for the board that we're even having this conversation, 

because I know there are better uses of our resources.  There 

are better uses of our state's money and there are better 

uses of our courts to help bring real closure to bring 

support to victims and to help create a better justice system 

that serves all Nevadans.  

Thank you so much for your time today.  And I 

appreciate you.  And, thank you, Governor Sisolak. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

MR. PIRO:  Good afternoon, Governor, Attorney 

General, Members of the Nevada Supreme Court.  My name is 

John Piro, J-o-h-n P-i-r-o.  And I'm from the Clark County 

Public Defender's Office.  I'm a chief deputy public defender 

there.  

This afternoon I feel like we've witnessed a 

tremendous amount of pain and a tremendous amount of 

redemption in both Carson City and here.  But it makes me 

AA04742



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

CAPITOL REPORTERS (775) 882-5322

63

think, to extinguish the life of another person by killing a 

person who is locked up and is not an immediate threat to the 

public is an awesome power and that power must be exercised 

justly, fairly, and humanly.  And we have shown time and time 

again that we have failed at that.  We cannot accomplish 

that.  

The rate of error with death penalty and 

prosecution is shocking.  It's one in 8.2 now.  It was one in 

nine.  It is now one in 8.2.  I would not put my child on the 

school bus if one in nine school buses were to crash.  I 

would definitely not fly back and forth to Carson City for 

the legislative session on Southwest if one in nine of those 

planes were to crash.  

And Nevada is not immune to that.  We have our 

own cases.  We have Mr. Steese, Ms. Loboto, Ms. Woods, 

Mr. Berry, Mr. Miranda.  We are not immune to that rate of 

error in our prosecution.  

How we treat the disfavored, the poor, the 

condemned and the incarcerated doesn't just say something 

about them.  It says something about us too.  

The arc of the moral universe is long.  But as we 

learned from my hero, Martin Luther King, it's not going to 

bend towards justice unless we bend it there.  And we 

continue to refuse to have the conversations that move us 
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forward on this topic.  And sometimes it feels like we're 

just screaming in to the void. 

When it's all said and done, I think we won't 

remember the bars of the opposition.  We will certainly 

remember their pain.  But we will also remember the silence 

of our friends on this topic.  

The criminal justice system is filled with pain.  

And to continue to use pain as a hammer to cure pain seems 

like such a barbaric way to try to solve our problems.  

We are all in need of unmerited grace.  And the 

thing about grace is that it seems unfair until we need it 

too.  

So I hope that we continue to have these 

conversations.  And the Clark County Public Defender's office 

will be more than willing to continue this conversation.  

Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

MS. ASLAM:  Hello, Members of the Board of 

Pardons.  My name is Shanzeh Aslam, S-h-a-n-z-e-h A-s-l-a-m.  

I am a community organizer and an economic justice program 

manager with the Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada, 

partners with the Nevada Coalition Against the Death Penalty.  

We believe the death penalty continues to 

conclude that there is no evidence that it improves public 
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safety.  The death penalty has also been unfairly and 

unjustly applied against Nevada's most marginalized 

population, people of color, especially black men, 

individuals with histories of childhood trauma and abuse, and 

those with severe mental illness and brain injury.  Black 

people make up only ten percent of the population in Nevada 

but make up 35 percent of Nevada's death row.  There is 

something deeply wrong with these numbers.  

Additionally, people sentenced to death in Nevada 

have always been far more likely to die in prison than to be 

executed.  Approximately half of all death sentences have 

been overturned by the courts and only one person has been 

executed against their will in 45 years.  The people on death 

row are therefore essentially in the same position as those 

sentenced to life without the possibility of parole, but we 

are devoting a vast amount of extra resources to them.  

We must end wasteful spending on the death 

penalty and instead invest in effective violence prevention 

solutions to promote community safety and support victims of 

crime.  

Our criminal justice system should respect the 

inherent dignity and work of every person.  I cannot imagine 

the grief and pain of all the families of victims that have 

carried -- that they have carried.  And some in some cases 
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for many decades.  Families of victims have diverse views 

even within the family sometimes.  This decision will be 

applauded by some family members and will be disappointing to 

others when the decision is made.  

We must work to support all families and all 

victims in their healing.  We must offer more than the false 

hope of an execution that will never happen.  We must do 

better by providing tangible services.  We need 

trauma-informed services to help break the cycle and systems 

of violence that exist in our communities.  

The death penalty is at odds with the poor 

tenement of human dignity and human rights.  We must move to 

commute all sentences of death.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you.  

MS. LIEBERMANN-PARRAGA:  Hello, Governor, 

Attorney General, and Members of the Board.  My name is 

Maria-Teresa Liebermann-Parraga, M-a-r-i-a hyphen T-e-r-e-s-a 

L-i-e-b-e-r-m-a-n-n hyphen P-a-r-r-a-g-a.  

And I didn't think I would speak today.  And, 

then, when it was pulled off I thought, great, I don't have 

to speak today even though I signed in.  

But I'm here as someone who grew up with this 

topic, even though I haven't been affected by crime, but I 

grew up in a Catholic school and I was an alter girl and so 
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we talked a lot about dependence of the faith and this is a 

pretty big one.  And I remember being sort of a devil's 

advocate.  I was raised by the nuns in the school and always 

wondering are we right on this though, doesn't someone that 

does something so terrible deserve something like that, an 

eye for an eye.  And then I would be reminded that Christ, 

who suffered on the cross, said forgive them, for they know 

not what they do to the people who were putting him on the 

cross and killing him.  

And I was also a contrarian.  And, for a while, I 

was, like, that's one of the things that I'm not with on the 

church.  But I now, in sitting back, looking back at all of 

those wise words, and what the rabbi mentioned is what I was 

constantly being told to remember whenever we were studying 

the bible or the priest was telling me a little bit about his 

opinions on this.  

And it's that we are pursuing justice by having 

these discussions.  We are pursuing that one word that was 

mentioned twice, which is rare in spirituality, and in trying 

to figure out this human experience that we're all in.  

And, I guess the reason why I still came up here 

was to thank you, Governor Sisolak, for pursuing that for 

personifying that pursuit.  Because, even though victims are 

opposed, we're getting to hear from them and their side and 
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we're hearing from people who have -- are willing to hug 

someone who took someone from them, and this is the pursuit 

of that justice that we must continue.  And I hope we can 

continue that and I hope that we can see how there is 

something supremely broken in our system, where maybe we 

should allocate resources to helping the people that are left 

with a broken family, left with people no longer in their 

family instead of continuing something that is not a 

deterrent.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

MS. HENDERSON:  Hello.  My name is Ellesse 

Henderson, E-l-l-e-s-s-e H-e-n-d-e-r-s-o-n.  

My sister was murdered four years ago.  I 

understand the pain and anger that we heard from many 

victims' families today.  My nephew was four years old and 

he'll grow up without a mom.  

But the death penalty is not the answer for my 

family's pain and anger.  Mental health treatment, resources 

for children in crisis, and education is the answer.  If the 

person who killed my sister had received those resources, my 

sister would still be here today.  

Thank you, Governor Sisolak, for starting this 

conversation.  I urge the board to continue this conversation 

and commute the death sentences in Nevada.  Governor Sisolak, 
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if you are able to reset this issue before your term ends, I 

urge you to do so.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Thank you. 

MS. THOMAS:  Good afternoon.  I'm Jonell Thomas, 

J-o-n-e-l-l, last name T-h-o-m-a-s.  I'm a Clark County 

special public defender.  My office employs 20 attorneys and 

we spend a lot of our time fighting against death penalty.  

I want to join in the comments of others who have 

spoke in opposition today.  But I would also like to talk 

about another aspect of this work.  I'm going to start way 

back, when I was in fifth grade, sitting on a bench in 

elementary school, when I don't know what staff 

administration was thinking, but we watched the execution of 

Gary Gilmore with a firing squad in Utah, which is where I 

grew up.  You couldn't see the shooting.  But you heard the 

shots and we knew what was happening.  And that experience 

framed much of what I spent my future doing, which is 

fighting against the death penalty.  And, I don't always have 

the best memory, but I remember that vividly.  

And, more recently, I look at the toll that this 

takes on everyone involved in the process.  My 20 attorneys, 

nine investigators, two mitigation specialists, my staff, my 

friends of the federal public defender's office, court staff, 

I've read the stories and seen interviews with prison staff 
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from the specialty hearings of the Death Penalty Act of the 

states, Alabama especially, where people who were forced to 

participate in execution have suffered great, great 

consequences.  

My staff works tirelessly on these cases.  And 

the amount of lack of self care because you think you have to 

spend every second of every day trying to fight for your 

client's life, that is a burden.  And it is a burden that we 

take on lightly because this work is important and we will 

continue to do this work.  If there were some benefit to 

this, perhaps it would be worth it.  But we've been doing 

this for 50 years, since the modern era of the death penalty, 

since Furman and Greg in the US Supreme Court, 50 years of 

tinkering with machinery, trying to come up with something 

that is fair and equitable and that has purpose.  

But, 50 years later, it's only getting worse.  

It's a failed experiment.  Putting people in prison for life 

without is a very harsh penalty.  It serves every purpose 

that a death sentence will serve, without that added extra 

strain and heartache on everyone involved in the process.  I 

look forward to the day that we no longer have the death 

penalty in Nevada.  Thank you. 

GOVERNOR SISOLAK:  Do we have anyone else in 

southern Nevada wishing to speak on this issue?  Anyone else 

AA04750


	VOLUME20_COMBINED CHRON
	VOLUME22_COMBINED CHRON
	2024.10. Exhibit List PWHC and exhibits
	Ex. 32


	Ybarra - Appendix Index ALPHA EDITED FINAL_LC.pdf
	In the Supreme Court of the State of Nevada
	Certificate of Service




