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June 19, 2007

Chief Justice William Maupin
(Nevada Supreme Court

201 South Carson Six'eet, Suite 300
Carson City, NV 89701-4702

Dear Chief JustltEMm\v\&x,\

~ . 1 am writing on behalf of all of the judges in the Reno Justice Court,
JIncline Justice Court, and Wadsworth Justice Court to express our support for
maintaining the Nevada Judicial Council as it is presently constituted. Iserve asa
representative on the Council and find that, from an administration standpoint, the
Judicial Council plays an important role in the management of the judiciary. It is the -
forum for the different jurisdictional courts to communicate, decide and prov1de nput on
judicial matters. With greater emphasis on centralization and standaxds in the state
judicial system, I see the Judicial Council becoming a more important and more valuable

forum to. share power among mdependently elected judges in deciding statewide judicial
issues.

A strong judicial branch of government requires enhancing the ‘
coordination and cohesiveness among all courts. Without the Judicial Council, it is my
opinion that the Supreme Court will not bave as effective a means to represent the
interests and position of independently elected judges. The judicial branch continues to
face encroachments on its mdependence from. the other branches and continued public
misrepresentation and public misunderstanding of its constitutional role in a democracy.
Cohesiveness and coordination that brings the authority of the independently elected -
judges together to represent the judicial branch is integral to meet the challenges we face.
We must first coordinate and bring/keep thé judiciary together as a branch of government
before we can be organized in pursuing our needs and protecting our interests from the
- challenges. Quoting Benjamin Franklin at the signing of the Declaration of
Independence struck me as fitting, “We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all
hang separately.” I see the Council as the key part of hanging together. While the
Council may not have lived up to its full potential value in the past, it does not mean it is
not valuable and should be disbanded. :
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JANETTE M. BLOOM
CLERK OF SUPREME COURT
DEPUTY CLERK
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Thank you for requesting our opinion on this important matter. Please let
me know if we can provide any further information. '

Yours truly,

SITSRREY

Edward Dannan
- Chief Judge
ce: The Honorable Patricia Lynch
The Honorable Jack Schroeder
The Honorable Harold G. Albright
The Honorable Barbara K. Finley
The Honorable Alan Tiras
The Honorable Terry Graham
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- PATRICIA A. LYNCH ’ : , . DARIN D: CONFORTI -
Judge . ' ~ : ini

' HAROLD G. ALBRIGHT

.

’ “Court Administrator -
EDWARD DANNAN

_ ADDRESS
Judge . CORRESPONDENCE TO:
** JACK SCHROEDER P.O. Box 30083
Judge RENO, NEVADA 89520 3033
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