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This project was conceived in response to a large backlog of blood and drug analyses that developed due to the
passage of the Michigan .08 BAC legislation in October, 2003.

Offce of Highway Safety Planning

considered under an impaired driving offense. Law enforcement was encouraged to ask for drug screening as well as blood screening for alcohol on all blood
draws of suspected impaired driving offenders. As a result, there was a dramatic spike in the caseload for blood/alcohol analysis at the Michigan State Police
(MSP) Forensic Science Division's Toxicology Laboratory.

The passage of the Michigan .08 BAC legislation allowed for all Schedule 1 drugs detectable in the blood to be

The State Police realized that there was limited space at the lab and limited resources to address the backlog. The lab scientists were forced to spend a
significant portion of their workday traveling and testifying in courts across the state. The MSP realized that addressing this issue though video technology
could potentially save time and money, and address the BAC testing backlog issue at the same time. Furthermore, video technology would allow scientists to
schedule multiple testimonies with various courts across the state on the same day. This was impossible to do when appearing in person at court.

The project, a partnership between the State Police, State Court Administrative Office, and the Office of Highway Safety Planning, has garnered much support
from the State's judicial court system. After multiple video testimonies utilized by courts across the state, overall savings are estimated at approximately $1,100
per testimony. This technology has also saved the state many staff hours (typically wasted in travel time), utilizing the technology to reduce the time scientists
are out of the lab to 30 minutes instead of 14 hours. Savings will increase significantly as more courts utilize it on a regular basis and the state will quickly
recoup the costs of the initial investment in equipment.

After one full year of operation, the Toxicology backlog status at the State Police Forensic Science Laboratory is as follows:

#  The alcohol backlog had decreased to approximately 150 - 200 cases from a high of 300 cases. The turnaround time was approximately 5 days, from a
high of 14 days.

® The toxicology (drug) backlog had decreased to approximately 600 cases from a high of 1,000 cases. The turnaround time was at 60 days, from a hlgh
of 120 days. .

For More Information
To learn more about this program, contact:

Jason Hamblen

Impaired Driving Program Coordinator
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning

Phone: 517-333-5319

Email: hamblenj@michigan.gov
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Virtual testimony to save time, taxpayer money

Posted: Sep 16, 2009 4:07 PM PDT
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By Carolyn Roy - bio]email

SHREVEPORT, LA (KSLA) - Video conferencing technology is being
rolled out in Bossier Parish courtrooms, in a move to save
taxpayer's time and money. Louisiana lawmakers approved
legislation earlier this year, allowing forensic scientists to spend
more time in the lab instead of in court, using virtual testimony.

From identifying drugs to DNA, the crime lab plays a key role in
prosecuting thousands of cases every year in North Louisiana. "Of
course, what we do in the lab forensically-wise is very important, then the reports we make are
important.” Forensic scientists in the system’s Shreveport lab alone process more than 4,000
drug cases in this lab each year, and all their findings have to be entered into the court record.

That used to mean lots of trips to court, and since the lab serves 29 parishes in the region,
that's a lot of time away from the lab. It's time that could be spent working on other cases,
especially considering the backlog the Crime Lab has battled for years.

Now, thanks to a wireless broadband link, they'll be able to testify in court without leaving the
lab. It's in real time, which means no delays.

"The technology is here and we're fools to ignore it," says Bossier Parish District Attorney,
Schuyler Marvin, who championed the idea. "It should speed up our cases. Yesterday, we had
three crime lab technicians testify live at trail, the all came together and there were recesses
between each, your essentially tying three people up for half a day for no reason, when you
can do it by video."

Crime Lab Forensic Chemistry Supervisor Randall Robillard can testify to that. "From an
analyst standpoint, nobody likes a call from the DA's office somewhere far away that I'm gonna
have to come over there an testify, you know, especially for a drug case, we're only on the
stand for ten minutes, so it's just really a time consuming deal.”

"I don't wanna see an employee on any taxpayers sitting doing nothing when they're supposed
to be working, and waiting in the hallway, driving to testify," says Marvin. "It has to be done -
or did have to be done - there was no other way around it. Now, they can actually work right
up until the instant they are required to testify, on another case. They're actually doing other
work, so that's a huge benefit to me."

Each unit costs about $5,500 and about $25 a month to maintain. Bossier is the only district to
have the set-up so far, but Marvin court districts in at least two other parishes are working on

getting connected right now, and he believes others will quickly come to realize the benefits in
saving time and money.

"It's a great day when you can be a part of a bill that actually will save money," says LA Rep.
Henry Burns, (R) Dist. 9, who sponsored LA House Bill 119. :

A recent Supreme Court ruling might make the availability of live video testimony option even
more timely. In a U.S. Supreme Court ruling handed down on June 24 in the case of
Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts, the Court held that "certificates" of forensic findings

httn://www.ksla.com/Global/story.asp?s=11145065&clienttype=printable 9/28/2009



Virtual testimony to save time‘(payer money = KSLA News 12 Shrevgsort, Louisiana|  Page 2 of 2

submitted as prima facie evidence were admitted in error. In a controversial 5 to 4 vote that
reversed the judgment of the Massachusetts Appeals Court, the Supreme Court held that
admission of notarized forensic analysts' reports violated the defendant's 6th Amendment right
to confront witnesses against him under the Amendment's Confrontation Clause. The Court
determined that, in the absence of live testimony by forensic analysts who could then be cross-
examined by the defendant's counsel, such evidence was precluded.

The ruling may well mean much more testimony will be required of analysts such as the Crime
Lab's forensic scientists, and even more time away from the lab for those called to testify in
courtrooms that don't offer the video option. As for a Constitutional challenge to the use of the
technology for testimony, both Marvin and Caddo DA Charles Scott say they're confident it will
hold up. "The confrontation and cross-examination Constitutional rights are met in this bill.
This is real time, so that defense attorney is able to cross-examine the expert," says Scott.

"I wouldn't use this in a murder trial, probably, because a live witness is usually better,"
explains Marvin. "But all your dope cases where you're merely confirming your signature,
you've got a chain of custody receipt, this.is the way to go."

©2009 KSLA-TV. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten,
or redistributed.

All content © Copyright.2000 - 2009 WorldNow and
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Wireless video system links courtrooms with crime lab

Officials say technology will save them time and money

By Bobbie J. Clark
bobbieclark@gannett.com

North Louisiana district attorneys now have the opportunity to save time and money prosecuting
criminals.

Wireless video communication between North Louisiana Criminalistics Laboratory in Shreveport and
all eight courtrooms in the Bossier Courthouse was demonstrated Wednesday by Bossier-Webster
District Attorney J. Schuyler Marvin, Caddo District Attorney Charles Scott, crime lab system director
Jimmy Barnhill, state Rep. Henry Burns and state Sen. Buddy Shaw.

The communication system will allow crime lab technicians to testify from their facility in Shreveport,
eliminating the need for them to travel to the courthouse in Benton. :

The Polycom video equipment VSX 3000 was purchased for the crime lab side of the link and
configured to connect to the courthouse VSX 7000e. The necessary broadband communication is
being provided by Bluebird Wireless Broadband Services. The system was purchased through the
Bossier Police Jury for about $5,500. '

The system will pay for itself within the first month, Marvin said. “This is neat stuff. This was a bill that
makes absolute sense.”

The crime lab services 19 judicial districts in north Louisiana. Technicians can be called to testify in
any one of those districts, requiring them to drive hours at a time.
District attorneys waste a lot of money paying for travel, Marvin said.

While the system probably would not be used in murder trials, he said, it will especially come in handy
in drug cases, in which technicians are “merely confirming a signature in the chain-of-custody receipt.

“We should’'ve done this a long time ago,” he added.

Bossier is the first courthouse in Louisiana to implement the system. Other parishes, including Lincoln
and Ouachita, are looking into implementing the system.

Use of the system was made possible by the passage of House Bill 119, authored by Burns, during
the 2009 legislative session.

The legislation made it legal for crime lab employees, coroners, forensic pathologists and any other
person practicing in the field of knowledge and expertise in the gathering, examination and analysis of
evidence by scientific means to testify in court via audiovisual equipment.

Burns said he was especially proud to author this legislation. “This was a bill that really had more
positive potential than | had even imagined in the initial presentation.”
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